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having  properties  resembling  the  Ca^eariUa  and  other  aromatic 
barks  of  the  shops." 

Therapeutical  Employment. 

IntermiUent  Fexer, — Experience,  says  Dr.  Lee  in  his  paper,  has 
abundantly  established  the  virtues  of  this  bark  in  the  cure  of  in- 
termittents,  and  other  paroxysmal  diseases  where  tonics  are  in- 
dicated. Dr.  Rush  assigned  it  to  rank,  in  point  of  merit,  next  to 
Peruvian  bark  in  ^uch  affections.  We  occasionally  hare  patients 
who  will  not  tolerate  the  use  of  quinine  in  the  treatment  of  this 
disease,  and,  also,  those  who,  for  certain  reasons,  satisfactory  to 
their  own  comprehension,  utterly  refuse  to  take  it  For  these 
classes  of  patients,  we  possess  a  good  remedy,  in  the  use  of  the 
bark  of  Liriodendron,  or  still  better,  its  active  principle,  Lirioden- 
drin.  The  same  rules  should  be  observed  in  the  use  of  this 
remedy,  as  those  pre&cing  the  administration  of  quinine  Local 
disorders  must  be  removed,  morbid  secretions  must  demand  at- 
tention—frequently,  previous  to  the  use  o^  Liriodendron,  a  lull 
dose  of  calomel  may  be  required  at  bed-time.  Dr.  Copland 
inculcates  the  necessity  of  removing  local  congestions,  or  general 
plethory  anterior  to  the  use  of  quinine  ;-^and  drops  the  following 
admonition: — "It  is  chiefly  to  a  neglect  of  this  practice  that 
complications  and  unfavorable  consequences  so  often  follow  the 
use  of  bark,  quinine,  or  of  arsenic,  for  these  often  interrupt  ex- 
cretion, and  over  excite  and  inflame  loaded,  obstructed,  or  con- 
gested organs.*' 

Let  the  same  premonition  be  regarded  previous  to  the  use  of 
Liriodeiidron, 

Hysteria. — ^Dr.  King  says  that  in  hysteria  Liriodendron,  com- 
bined with  a  small  quantity  of  Laudanum,  is  said  to  be  certain, 
speedy  and  effectual.  Administered,  in  conjunction  with  camphor 
or  galbanum,  it  proves  serviceable,  especially,  when  the  hysterical 
paroxysms  precede  the  appearance  of  the  menses.  Cases  in  which 
constipation  is  associated  with  the  invasion  c^  the  paroxysms, 
will  derive  advantage,  by  giving  this  agent  in  combination  with 
fall  doses  df  aloea  Cases  complicated  with  anadmia  will, 
frequently,  respond  favorably  to  a  mixture  of  Liriodendron, 
Musk  and  Iron.  Daring  the  intervals  between  tbe  accession 
of  paroxysms,  it  will  prove  highly  serviceable  to  keep  the  patient 
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under  the  influence  of  Idriodendron  and  Yalerian,  oombined  in 
equal  parts,  and  to  continue  these  remedies,  if  needed,  for  weeks 
or  months. 

Worms. — ^Dr.  Lee,  in  his  paper  upon  liriodendron  remarks : — 
"  Formerly,  and  perhaps  at  the  present  time,  in  some  parts  of  omr 
coantry,  it  was  employed  a  good  deal  as  a  domestic  remedy  for 
worms.  Dr.  Yoijng  states  that  he  has  never  known  it  to  fail  in  a 
single  case  of  the  kind  that  came  under  his  observation,  {Eberh 

A  good  result  might  be  expected  to  follow  the  exhibition  ol 
liriodendron,  calomel,  and  santonin,  in  cases  where  a  vennifiige  is 
indicated. .  Dose  of  the  powdered  bark,  £x)m  a  scruple  to  two 
drachms ;  of  the  saturated  tincture,  which  is  the  best  form  of  ad- 
ministration, one  fluidrachm ;  of  the  infusion,  from  one  to  two 
fluidounces ;  of  the  liriodendrin,  from  five  to  ten  graina 

Chronic  Rheumatism. — Dr.  KiKG  alludes  to  the  use  of  tiiis  bark 
as  being  beneficial  in  chronic  rheumatism.  The  warm  infusion  is 
said  to  be  diaphoretic,  and  under  certain  states  of  the  system  has 
proved  diuretic ;  these  properties  introduce  it  as  being  serviceable 
in  tiiis  malady. 

It  may  be  employed  in  combination  with  other  remedies  xuually 
ordered  in  this  disease.  Aconite,  used  internally,  and  externally, 
is  highly  complimented  in  this  disease,  and  may  be  given  in 
conjunction  with,  or  altenmted  with  the  liriodendrin,  or  the 
tincture  of  the  bark,  or  an  infosion.  Wabing  in  his  remarks 
upon  aconite  in  rheumatism,  states,  that  locally  applied  over  ^  the 
seat  of  pain,*it  is  one  of  the  most  certain  and  powerful  palliatives 
in  the  Materia  Medica.  Dr.  Lbs  observes  (speaking  of  Lirioden- 
dron :)  ^*  It  has  had.  considerable  reputation,  also,  in  the  cure  of 
chronic  rheumatism  and  gout 

Dysentery, — The  tonic  and  diaphoretic  properties  of  this  agent 
have  probably  been  brought  into  use  in  the  advanced  stages  of  dys- 
entery. In  all  stages  of  the  disease,  whenever  a  tonic  is  indicated, 
this  agent  is  admissible.  In  cases  attended  with  much  pain, 
irritation,  restlessness,  or  tenesmus,  it  should  be  given  in  combin- 
ation with  opiates,  in  doses  sufficient  to  arrest  the  symptoms  for 
which  it  was  ordered,  or  to  meet  the  indications  requiring  its  use. 
The  treatment  of  dysentery,  to  be  successful,  does  not  require  a 
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multiplicity  of  remedies.  Liriodendrin,  subnitrate  of  bismath, 
opium  and  lemon-juice,  if  properly  adminifltered  in  relation  to 
dose  and  periods  of  repetition,  "will  do  more  towards  eflfecting  a 
cure  than  all  other  remedies  in  the  catalogue  of  the  Materia 
Medica. 

Chronic  Diarrhoea, — Most  cases  of  chronic  diarrhoea  will  be 
greatly  benefitted  by  using  freely  an  in^ion  of  matico  leaf  and 
the  bark  of  liriodendron,  with  a  few  drops  of  laudanum  added  to 
€ach  dosa 

r 

Sulphate  of  copper  and  opium  hare  frequently  proved  highly 
serviceable  in  this  affection,  and  when  alternated  with  five  grains 
of  liriodendrin,  much  additional  benefit  may  rationally  be  ex- 
pected  to  accrue.  This  bark  is  said  to  be  an  effectual  remedy  to 
abate  the  hectic  fever  and  night-sweats  of  phthisis,  as  well  as  to 
arrest  the  colliquative  diarrhoea  concomitant  upon  that  affection. 

The  Aborigines  of  North  America  employed  this' agent  in  the 
treatment  of  intermittents,  hence  the  poetic  strain  copied  by  Prof. 
Lee; — 

*  *  If  fever's  fervid  rage, 
Glowed  in  the  boiling  veins, "  *  *  ♦ 

*  *  Anxiously  they  sought 

The  Liriodendron,  with  its  varied  bloom, 
Orange  and  green  and  gold,"  *  *  * 

To  supply 
The  place  of  famed  Cinchona,  whose  rough  brow, 
Now  ruddy,  and  anon  with  paleness  marked, 
Drinks,  in  its  native  bed,  the  genial  gales 

Of  mountainous  Peru.'*  « 

Prof  Lbb  informs  us,  in  his  paper,  that  in  many  parte  of  the 
West,  this  bark  (Liriodendron),  in  combination  with  dog- wood,  is 
steeped  in  brandy,  and  taken  as  a  remedy,  as  well  as  preventive 
of  fever  and  ague,  and  with  marked  succesa 

DyspqpaioL — Some  physicians  state  that  they  have  found 
liriodendron  a  good  remedy  in  some  forms  of  dyspepsia. 

Th«re  are  very  few  diseases,  in  which  tonics  are  indicated,  in 
which  this  remedy  may  not  be  administered  to  manifest  advantage. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract         -         -  Dose,  J  to  2  Drams. 


Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis. 
CEBEBBO-SPINAL  MENINGITIS. 


BY  D.  G.  SIMMONS,  M.  D.,  ADAIRVILLE,  LOGAN  00.    KY. 


IFor  Journal  MaUrid  Jf&dioa,} 

It  has  been  a  source  of  gratification  to  me  to  see  so  much  at- 
tention elicited  recently  on  the  subject  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis. 
I  have  k>ng  since  discarded  the  usual  antiphlogistic  plan  of 
treatment  as  entirely  inadequate  to  success.  I  have  carefully 
noted  the  treatment  used  by  each  writer  on  the  subject,  and  a 
<3ompari8on  of  their  management  and  its  results,  has  only  confirmed 
me  in  the  correctness  of  the  views  I  have  entertained  and  practiced 
successfully  for  four  yeara 

There  has  been  error,  I  conceive,  in  attributing  too  much  im- 
portance to  some  symptoms  which  certain  epidemics,  localities  and 
seasons  developed,  thus  making  some  accidental  complications  for 
the  essential  and  unvarying  symptoms  of  the  disease.  For  instance, 
Dr.  Armstrong  of  lU.  observed,  in  all  the  cases  that  came  under 
his  observation  during  a  recent  epidemic,  a  complication  of 
rheumatism,  and  he  was  led  to  the  opinion  that  it  was  essentially 
a  rheumatic  fever. 

Every  epidemic,  and  each  locality  in  which  it  is  developed, 
impresses  some  peculiar  features  on  the  disease.  I  have  frequently 
seen  all  the  symptoms  of  rheumatism  complicating  this  disease, 
And  not  unfre(juently  have  seen  their  entire  absence.  The  Doctor's 
treatment  of  '^  Cerebro-spinal  rheumatosis"  happens  to  be  the 
correct  thing  for  congestive  or  pernicious  fever,  with  a  rheumatic 
oomplication. 

Every  recent  writer  who  is  successful  in  the  treatmtmt  of  this 
human  scourge,  admits  that  Quinine  is  the  one  essential  medicine 
to  combat  it  The  striking  similarity  of  symptoms  between  con- 
gestive or  pernicious  fever  and  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  and  the 
very  unsatisfeu^tory  results  of  the  ordinary  treatment  of  the  latter, 
•compared  with  the  almost  uniformly  successful  treatment  of  the 
former  when  promptly  recognized  and  properly  treated,  led  me  to 
adopt  the  treatment  in  both  that  was  so  success^  in  the  former, 
the  inter  current  and  accidental  symptoms  being  treated  according 
to  their  various  indications.  Since  adopting  this  practice,  out  of 
scores  of  cases  that  I  have  attended  from  their  inception  to  their 
termination,  I  have  not  lost  a  single  case. 
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This  section  of  oountry  is  very  fertile  of  malaria,  and  firequentlj 
in  the  Summer  and  early  Autumn,  aud  sometimes  in  the  Winter 
and  Spring,  we  have  developments  of  congestive  fever,  sometimes 
expending  its  violence  on  one  oigan  or  system,  and  again  on  another. 
Occasionally  it  presents  so  complete  a  disguise  that  it  requires  con- 
siderable diagnostic  skill  and  experience  to  recognize  it  promptly. 
Where  its  violence  is  mainly  concentrated  and  expended  on  the 
brain  and  nervous  system,  then  we  have  all  the  symptoms  of  cerebro- 
spinal meningitia  BecognizingfiDm  the  first  the  necessity  of  unload- 
ing the  chylopoetio  viscera  of  their  congested  condition,  in  all  such 
cases,  Calomel  and  Ipecac  or  Dov.  Powders  were  promptly  ad- 
ministered, and  to  thoroughly  satisfy  myself  of  the  nature  of  the 
affection,  I  made  it  a  rule  to  spend  every  spare  moment  with  my 
patient  till  I  detected  an  intermission  or  a  remission,  when  Quinine 
was  administered  rapidly  in  laige  doses,  the  object  being  to 
Quininize  the  system  in  four  or  five  hours,  then  continued  in  two 
grain  doses  every  two  or  three  hours  for  several  days,  to  rivet  the  im- 
pression  already  made.  It  requires  only  a  short  experience  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  to  learn  to  attach  great  importance  to  the 
hydra-headed  monster  malaria,  and  in  a  malarious  district,  constant 
vigilance  is  requisite  to  detect  its  presence  in  all  its  protean  forms, 
associating  itself  as  it  does  with  almost  all  affections,  and  acting 
as  an  exciting  cause  to  nearly  all  predispositions  and  diathesea 

With  the  exception  perhaps  of  cold,  there  is  nothing  so  potent 
in  exciting  into  ac'^  ity  a  predisposition  to  rheumatism  and 
neuralgia,  hence  the  etZja^' '  of  the  salts  of  Quinia  in  their  subduaL 


BBOMO-CHLOBALUM  AS  A  DISINFECTANT. 


BY  W.  O.  JUNKINS,  M.  D.,   GREENLAND,  N.  H. 


[/br  Jimmai  Materia  Medico,} 

One  year  ago  I  was  called  to  attend  a  lady  suffering  from  uterine 
disease,  which  had  confined  her  to  the  bed  for  twelve  months.  She 
was  treated  by  me  some  six  weeks  without  any  apparent  benefit 
At  the  end  of  this  time  a  complication  presented  itself  in  the  form 
of  inflammation  of  the  entire  gum&  This  progressed  until  there 
was  complete  ulceration.      The   teeth   were    losened    to   such 


QelsermnuTTh  in  Uretkro- Cystitis.  9 

an  extent  that  I  believe  I  could  have  removed  part  of  them  with 
my  fingers.  I  brought  into  requisition  vegetable  and  mineral 
astringents,  but  without  any  apparent  benefit  The  odor  arising 
from  the  diseased  structure  was  so  oflFensive  that  it  was  almost  im- 
possible for  ^he  nurse  to  endure  ii.  I  then  resorted  to  a  solution 
of  Carbolic  Acid.  The  tasie  and  odor  of  this  was  so  disagreeable 
to  the  patient  as  to  produce  pen^isteni  vomiting.  Having  failed 
thus  far  to  arrest  the  disease  I  was  led,  a  the  suggestion  of  another 
physician,  to  apply  Chromic  Acid  (100  grs.  to  1 1,)  for  the  purpose 
of  removing  the  dead  portii>D  ;  this  aggravated  matters.  About 
this  time  my  apothecary  (Wm.  R.  Preston,  of  Portsmouth,)  pre- 
sented me  with  a  sample  bottle  of  Bromo  Chloralum,  and  from  the 
high  recommendations  I  had  received  from  various  sources,  I  was 
led  to  give  it  a  trial  in  this  case.  In  one  week's  time  the  gums 
presented  a  healthy  appearance,  the  teeth  were  firm  and  in  a  con- 
dition to  masticate  the  toughest  food.  The  patitnt  has  continued 
to  improve,  and  to-day  is  on  the  high  road  to  recovery.  I  believe 
Bromo-Chloralum  to  be  the  best  disinfectant  and  deodorizer  now 
in  use,  and  that  it  will  eventually  supersede  all  others. 


GELSEMINUM  IN  URETHRO-CYSTITIS. 


BY  A.  K.  WEBSTER,  M.  D.    ST.  LOtJlS,  MO. 


\For  Jowmal  Materia  Msdiea,} 

I  desire  to  call  the  aitentiou  of  the  profession  to  the  use  of 
gelseminum  in  urethro-cystitis.  Withiu  three  months  I  have 
treated  nine  cases  with  this  drug ;  each  case  was  characterized  by 
incontinence  of  urine,  frequent,  scanty  and  painful  micturition 
with  symptoms  of  local  urethritis,  also  great  prostration  of  strength. 

No  external  applications  were  used  and  no  medicine  except  the 
following  prescription : 

9     Fid  Ext  Gelseminum     (Tilden^s)        -  3   ij. 

Bromide  Potassium  -        -        -        -       3  iij. 

Aquse  Menthae  Pip.      -        -         -         -  g  iisa. 

M.     Sig.  Take  leaspoonful  every  three  hours. 
To  their  great  surprise  and  gratification  they  were  relieved  in 
twelve,  and  were  able  to  resume  labor  in  forty-eight  hours.     I  had 
used  Bromide  of  Potassium  in  similar  cases  before,  with  little  or 
no  avail. 
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REMARKS  ON  TINCTURES   CONTAININQ-  ALKA- 
LOIDS MADE  BY  PERCOLATION. 


Having  had  occasion  to  examine  critically  various  preparations 
containing  alkaloids,  mj  attention  has,  from  the  variation  of  alka- 
loid present,  been  called  to  the  method  by  which  these  different 
articles  were  prepared,  and  I  have  been  forced  to  the  conclusion, 
that  for  the  most  part  it  was  due  to  defective  percolation  and  man- 
ipulation, more  than  to  any  great  variation  of  the  amount  of  alka- 
loid in  the  plant.  It  is  true  that  all  plants  vary  in  amount  of  active 
principle,  dependent  upon  the  season,  climate,  place  of  growth,  soil 
&c.,  but  to  provide  for  these  contingencies  in  my  experiments  I 
have  taken, an  average  of  several  years  as  a  standard. 

To  illustrate,  one  ounce  of  Conium  was  thoroughly  exhausted  so 
that  a  portion  upon  being  tested  by  Mayer's  method,  gave  no  alka- 
loid reaction  ;  after  this  perfect  exhaustion,  the  tincture  was  then 
treated  by  his  formula  for  precipitating  alkaloids  and  the  weight  in 
grains  noted  of  the  standard  test  solution  it  required  to  precipitate 
all  the  alkaloid  present,  in  all  amounting  to  496  grains.  In  some 
specimens  I  found  it  took  520  grs.  the  highest,  and  in  others  as  low 
as  248  grs. — but  the  average  of  the  best  herb  can  be  safely  assumed 
to  be  fully  500  grains. 

Having  procured  some  samples  of  Tincture  Conium  from  several 
leading  Pharmaceutists  in  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia, 
upon  examination  I  found  the  relative  strength  to  be  as  follows  29, 
30,  20,  26,  24,  18,  making  an  average  of  25  grains  of  the  test  solu- 
tion to  precipitate  all  the  alkaloid  in  one  ounce  of  tincture,  now 
this  result  multiplied  by  eight  will  show  the  difference  of  alkaloid, 
when  compared  with  the  herb  as  above  tested,  showing  a  deficiency 
of  over  one-half  of  the  active  principle. 

This  great  variation  led  me  to  further  investigate  the  formula  of. 
the  Pharmacopoeia.  I  made  a  tincture  in  accordance  with  the 
Pharmacopoeia,  and  observed  the  precise  manipulation  in  every 
particular.  Upon'  testing  it  as  before  I  found  30  grains  of  the  solu- 
tion would  precipitate  all  the  alkaloid  contained  in  one  ounce,  thus 
showing  that  the  tinctures  purchased  were  of  fair  average  strength, 
as  usually  made.  Regarding  the  process  defective,  I  continued  the 
percolation  with  the  menstruum  (diluted  alcohol)  until  it  was  com- 
pletely exhausted  of  all  alkaloid,  this  was  then  concentrated  at  a 
temperature  of  100  degrees  and  mixed  with  the  first  tincture  and 
again  tested,  when  I  obtained  the  amount  of  alkaloid,  which  one 
ounce  of  the  herb  had  before  given  me. 
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Supposing  perhaps  that  some  of  the  recently  suggested  modes 
of  percolation  would  give  better  results,  I  made  a  tincture  of  Conium 
from  the  same  herb,  using  as  a  menstruum  one  part  glycerine,  one 
part  water  and  two  parts  aloohol,  following  the  plan  of  percolation 
as  proposed  by  .Mr.  Campbell,  in  the  preparation  of  Fluid  Extracts, 
as  follows:  two  ounces  of  conium  in  powder  were  moistened  with  the 
menstruum  and  packed  in  a  conical  percolator  with  the  outlet 
corked  up,  and  the  balance  of  the  menstruum  (one  pint  in  all) 
poured  over  it,  this  was  allowed  to  stand  for  four  days,  the  cork 
was  then  removed,  and  one  pint  of  tincture  percolated  by  means  of 
of  diluted  alcohol.  One  fluid  ounce  of  this  tincture  was  tested  as 
before  and  required  28.5  grains  of  the  solution  to  precipitate  all 
the  alkaloid — the  percolation  was  continued  until  completely  ex- 
hausted, concentrated  as  before  and  mixed  with  the  previous  tinc- 
ture in  proper  proportions.  One  ounce  of  this  tested  gave  the  full 
average  amount  of  alkaloid. 

These  experiments  satisfied  me  that  the  crude  material  containing 
alkaloids  cannot  be  completely  exhausted  by  a  limited  quantity  of 
the  menstruum  as  required,  that  to  do  so  requires  at  least  double 
the  quantity,  and  that  to  obtain  a  true  representation  of  the  active 
principle  in  the  tincture  it  must  be  thoroughly  exhausted  and 
evaporated..  It  also  shows  that  Glycerine  is  of  little  value  as  a 
solvent  for  alkaloids  over  the  usual  menstrAum- 

These  experiments  have  been  applied  to  other  narcotics  to  which 
I  shall  refer  at  another  time.  I  regard  Mayer's  method  as  superior 
to  any  I  have  ever  tried,  but  it  has  complications  which  only 
patience,  long  experience  and  obser\'ation  will  overcome. 

J.  A.  M. 


-•-•- 


CASE  OF  PUERPERAL  CONVULSIONS, 


BY  R.  J.  WILCOX,  M.  D.,  ALGONAC,  MICH. 


I  saw  the  patient  at  about  8.30  A.  M.  She  had  suffered  some 
during  the  previous  night  with  pain  in  the  head  and  back  of  the 
neck,  and  when  labor  came  on  convulsions  set  in.  She  had  two 
before  I  arrived.  Upon  making  an  examination,  I  found  the  os 
dilated  to  the  size  of  about  an  inch,  or  an  inch  and  a  half  in  diame- 
ter, and  vertex  presenting.  She  being  of  a  full  plethoric  habit,  I 
at  once  opened  the  median  basilic  vein,  and  took  nearly  a  pint  of 
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blood,  and  then  sent  for  counsel.  In  the  meantime,  I  proceeded, 
by  means  of  Barnes'  dilator,  to  dilate  the  mouth  of  the  womb  to 
a  size  sufficient  to  admit  of  an  application  of  forceps.  This  being 
accomplished,  and  my  counsel,  Dr.  L.  B.  Parker,  having  arrived 
he  hoped,  by  keeping  the  pains  up  with  his  finger  introduced 
within  the  os,  to  finish  the  labor  without  the  instruments.  He 
succeeded  so  far  that  the  head  actually,  descended  from  the  brim, 
in  second  position,  into  the  lower  straight,  but  before  passing  the 
arch  of  the  pubis  convulsions  again  came  on  with  more  violence 
than  before.  We  then  decided  to  apply  the  forceps  and  effect  the 
delivery  as  soon  as  possible.  I  found  no  difficulty  in  introducing 
a  pair  of  Hodges'  forceps,  passing  the  first  blade  over  the  right 
side  of  the  forehead,  and  the  other  over  the  left  side  of  the  occiput. 
But  it  was  with  considerable  difficulty  that  we  succeeded  in  deliv- 
ering the  head.  Delivery  being  effected,  about  one-half  grain  of 
morphine  was  administered  ;  but  this  did  not  prevent  the  return 
of  another  violent  convulsion.  Bromide  of  potassium  was  then 
ordered,  twenty  grains  every  half  hour ;  but  the  convulsions  con- 
tinued. The  following  prescription  was  then  filled  out,  and  the 
medicine  taken  according  to  directions  for  four  or  five  hours  : 

5     Chloral  hydrate 3  i. 

Elixir  val.  ammon ^\\, 

Misce  fiat  sol.  * 
Sig.     Tablespoonful  every  half  hour. 

The  convulsions  continued,  and  in  the  interval  between  them,  the 
stupor  became  more  intense,  the  bre&thing  stertorous,  and  the  pulse 
rapid  and  fluttering.  After  giving  the  chloral  hydrate  a  fair  trial, 
and  finding  my  patient  in  a  restless,  tremulous  state,  I  ventured 
on  full  doses  of  the  powdered  opium,  after  which  there  was  no 
return  of  the  convulsions,  and  consciousness  returned  in  a  short 
time.  Both  mother  and  child  are  now  doing  well. — The  Detroit 
Reviewlpf  Medicine  and  Pharmacy. 


♦■♦■ 


NUX  VOMICA  IN  rYSPEPSiA,-SMALL  DOSES  OF 

MEDICINE  GENERALLY. 

BY   J.    E.    NICHOLS,    M.    D.    OSAGE,    IOWA. 


I  know  of  hardly  anything  that  is  such  a  source  of  annoyance  to 
both  patient  and  physician  as  a  pain  in  the  stomach,  or  deranged 
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epigastric  region.  When  an  individual  melancholic,  pale,  cadav- 
erous and  care-worn,  comes  moping  into  my  office  with  his  hand 
embracing  the  right,  or  left  hypochondriac  region,  I  at  once  settle 
myself  for  a  long  seige,  and  expect  to  be  bored  with  a  full  account 
of  innumerable  trials  with,  and  hair-breadth  escapes  from,  other 
doctors.  .  I  am  seldom  disappointed.  They  have  been  from  Dan 
to  Beersheba  ;  have  taken  medicine  by  the  barrel,  pailful  and  glass- 
ful ;  have  swallowed  boluses,  pills  and  pellets  ;  they  have  eaten 
largely,  and  have  often  starved  ;  they  have  consulted  Hahnemann's 
disciples,  breathed  atmosphere  from  small  vials,  and  lived  exclusive- 
ly on  Graham  bread ;  but  still  the  cry  remains  the  same  :  "My 
stomach  I  Oh,  my  stomach  !'' 

My  course  with  such  patients  thus  far  has  been  very  satisfactory 
to  all  concerned.  I  listen  patiently  to  all  they  have  to  say  in  the 
first  instance,  and  in  the  next,  I  make  a  full  and  very  satisfactory 
(to  the  patient)  examination  of  his  organism.  I  begin  at  the 
stomach  with  my  inquiries,  and  from  there  radiate  to  the  circum- 
ference in  every  direction,  dwelling  upon  the  condition  of  the 
bowels,  kidneys,  lungs,  heart  and  nervous  centres.  To  the  ques-- 
tion  they  invariably  ask  :  "Well,  Doctor,  can  you  cure  me  ?"  I  as 
invariably  and  emphatically  answer  that  I  can  !  I  only  ask  them 
to  give  me  time,  and  they  shall  know  how  it  seems  to  be  without  a 
stomach  to  nurse. 

My  main  reliance  is  nux  vomica  ;  I  use  it  in  the  form  of  fluid 
extract.  The  Professor  of  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine  of 
my  Alma  Mater^  gave  us  the  name  of  cure  all,  or  the  superior  of 
all  patent  medicines  ;  its  name  is  "good,  healthy  bloody^  and  I  find 
it  greatly  to  my  credit  to  obtain  the  manufacturer  of  this  article  as 
soon  as  possible  in  all  these  old  chronic  cases.  For  the  purpose  of 
accomplishing  this  I  give  the  nux  yoimca  in  small  tonic  doses — ^in 
fact,  large  doses  with  an  idea  of  bringing  about  a  radical  change 
in  any  case,  I  find  absolutely  injudicious.  I  believe  that  in  the 
treatment  of  chronic  affections,  as  well  as  in  in  many  acute  diseases 
this  mistake  of  overdosing  is  more  frequently  made  than  any  other^ 
If  there  is  little  or  no  trouble  beyond  the  stomach,  I  give 

3     Fl.  Ext.  Nux  Vom.,        -        -        -        -     dr.  iij. 
Alcohol, dr.  vj. 

M.     Sig — Take  5  drops  in  a  little  water  before  each  meal. 

I  tell  them  to  take  nothing  that  does  not  agree  with  them.  If 
the  five  drops  produce  pain,  and  it  often  does,  or  they  so  imagine> 
take  but  one  at  first,  then  two,  and  gradually  increase  the  dose  to 
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five  drops,  which  is  the  extent  of  the  dose  any  time.  In  no  case 
have  I  ever  prescribed  this  remedy  without  improvement  in  from 
three  to  ten  days.  I  keep  them  upon  it  for  two  or  three  months, 
resulting  in  a  perfect  cure. 

If  there  is  some  irregularity  of  the  bowels,  with  the  pain  of  epi- 
gastrium extending  around  to  the  right  hypochondrium,  I  combine 
the  mandrake  as  follows  : 

5     Fl.  Ext.  Nux  Vom., 
Fl.  Ext.  Mandrake, 

Alcohol,  -  -         -  -        aa  dr.  ij. — M 

Sig.     As  the  other. 

If  there  is  much  complaint  of  wakefulness  at  night,  horrid 
dreams,  etc.,  I  give  in  addition  to  the  foregoing  : 

j^     Iodide  Potassium.         -         -  -         -         dr.  ss. 

Chlorate  Potash,        -        -  .        . 

Carbonate  Potash,         -         .  -              aa  dr.  j. 
M.     Ft.  Pulv.  Div.  in  Chart  xx. 

Sig.  Take  one  in  half  glass  of  warm  milk  each  night  at  bed- 
time. 

If,  as  is  often  the  case,  great  portions  of  the  day  witnessed  pain 
in  the  head,  throbbing  in  the  temples,  I  give  bromide  of  potassium 
and  syrup  for  a  morning  portion,  to  be  taken  as  soon  as  awake. 
Sometimes  I  combine  gelseminum  with  my  magnum  horvwm^  thus  : 

^     Fl.  Ext.  Nux  Vom., 

Fl.  Ext.  Mandrake, 

FL  Ext.  Gelseminum,        -        -        aa  dr.  iij. — ^M. 
Sig.  As  the  others. 

Again,  I  use  the  cannabis  indica  in  place  of  the  bromide  or 
gelesminum  in  cases  of  nervous  irritability. 

In  cases  of  troublesome  nausea,  heartburn,  acrid  or  foetid  eruc- 
tations, after  eating,  I  use  phosphate  of  lime  rubbed  up  with  loaf 
sugar,  and  allow  them  to  take  small  quantities  of  it  often  ;  br,  in 
in  place  of  this  : 

IJ     Syr.  Aurantii,         --*---        oz.  vj. 

Arom.  Sul.  Acid,        -        -        -        -  dr.  ij. — M. 

Sig.  Take  a  teaspoonful  an   hour  after  each  meal,  or  when- 
ever the  eructations  are  troublesome. 

Thus,  with  nux  vomica  for  my  central  figure,  I  rally  around  it 
with  one  or  more  of  the  others  as  above  enumerated,  always  tell- 
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ing  my  patient  to  never  take  the  Beeond  dose  if  the  first  don't  fit 
or  if  it  does  not  make  the  stomach  *  feel  better.  In  over  fifty  cases 
treated  the  last  two  years,  not  one  has  failed  to  recover,  and  so  far 
as  I  know,  all  are  now  strong  and  hearty.  They  at  first  are  very 
anxious  to  know  what  they  may  eat,  and  this  is  no  trivial  matter,  I 
invariably  urge  the  use  of  beefsteak  ;  if  distasteful  to  them,  begin 
with  a  small  piece,  as  rare  cooked  as  may  be,  and  continue  to  try  until 
they  have  a  relish  for  it.  Outside  of  this  they  are  to  eat  whatever 
the  appetite  demands,  unless  they  find  it  disagrees  with  them,  and 
to  eschew  all  such  food  as  distresses  them  shortly  after  taking  it, 
with  the  promise  that  in  a  few  weeks  they  may  eat  whatever  they 
desire  without  harm.  I  generally  find  it  difficult  to  get  them  to 
eat  enough.  Had  I  not  found  this  treatment  equally  good  in 
Southern  Illinois  before  coming  here,  I  should  have  attributed  some 
of  its  success  'to  the  high  latitude  of  this  region,  for  I  have  had 
patients  that  have  visited  our  large  cities  and  consulted  eminent 
physicians  without  relief,  whose  difficulties  have  readily  yielded 
to  this  small-dose  treatment  here. 

I  want  to  enter  here  my  most  solemn  protest  against  this  exten- 
sive dosing  with  all  manner  of  drugs  compounded  with  poor  whisky, 
and  poured  down  dyspeptic  patients  by  the  glassful.  When  a 
stomach  becomes  so  weakened  and  irritable  that  it  will  bear  scarcely 
any  bland  and  palatable  food,  I  cannot  understand  how  all  thib 
stimulating,  exciting  and  nauseating  slop  can  prove  beneficial.  On 
the  other  hand,  I  can  understand  that  the  smallest  possible  portion 
of  some  bitter  tonic,  gradually  increased  and  always  in  a  condensed 
form,  will  at  once  give  tone  to  the  highly  useful  and  sensitive 
organ — the  stomach.  Not  only  do  I  find  it  profitable  in  these  old 
chronic  difficulties  to  lessen  the  dose,  but  in  nearly  all  cases  to 
which  I  am  now  called,  I  give  much  smaller  doses  than  formerly, 
with  marked  result  for  the  better.  If  at  any  time  there  is  any 
doubt  in  regard  to  quantity,  I  give  the  smaller  dose  the  benefit  of 
the  doubt. 

In  our  vicinity  are  two  or  three  doctors  of  the  old-fashioned 
stamp  who  dispense  blue-mass,  calomel  and  squill,  as  freely  as  was 
done  twenty-five  years  ago.  Several  times  I  have  been  called  to 
cases  that  they  have  incidentally  or  otherwise  seen,  and  have  de- 
clared regarding  them  that  they  must  have  a  "run  of  the  fever,'* 
when  the  result  has  proved  that  a  little  sane  treatment  has  brought 
them  up  in  a  few  days.  I  give  them  credit  for  good  judgment  in 
prognosis,  if  they  had  they  had  treated  the  cases,   for  I  verily  be- 
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iieve  that  if  these  cases  had  been  dosed  extensively,  it  would  have 
been  a  three  week's  run  to  either  the  state  of  convalescence  or — the 
grave. —  Chicago  MedicalJoumal^  June,  1872. 


ON  THE  EMPLOYMENT  OF  OREASOTE  IN 

DEAFNESS. 


BY    DR.    HARRISON    CURTIS. 


One  of  the  principle  causes  of  deafness  is  the  absence  of  the  se- 
cretion of  cerumen  in  consequence  of  a  fault  in  the  action  of 'the 
ceruminous  glands.  Often  in  my  clinics,  even  when  the  deafness 
has  continued  for  a  long  time,  I  have  observed  that  it  has  no  other 
cause,  and  on  removing  that  I  have  caused  the  infirmity  to  disap- 
pear. It  is  very  true  that  to  obtain  this  result,  more  or  less  time 
is  necessary,  according  to  the  duration  of  the  infirmity,  and  in  pro- 
portion to  the  gravity  of  the  first  cause  of  the  inaction  of  the 
glands.  After  having  cleansed  the  auditory  meatus,  and  re-opened, 
so  to  speak,  the  orifice  of  the  passage,  by  removing  the  morbid  se- 
cretion which  obstructs  itj  the  use  of  a  moderate  stimulant  is  indis- 
pensable to  re-establish  the  normal  action  of  the  glands.  But  be- 
fore all,  it  is  necessary  t€f*<ileanse  the  auditory  meatus,  as  no  remedy . 
can  have  the  least  effect,*  unless  this  operation  has  been  well  per- 
formed. In  general  I  ertiploy  a  preparation  composed  of  half  an 
ounce  of  beefs  gall  and  a  drachm  {un  groa)  of  tincture  of  castor 
or  tincture  of  musk.  With  it  I  moisten  a  piece  of  cotton,  which  I 
place  in  the  auditory  meatus  at  night,  to  soften  the  hardened  ceru- 
men. In  the  morning  I  syringe  the  ear  with  warm  water,  to  which 
may  be  added  an  ounce  of  soap  liniment  and  a  little  cologne.  I 
have  often  substituted  with  advantage,  for  the  preparation  of  beef's 
gall  and  tincture  of  castor,  the  solution  of  potass,  of  our  pharma- 
copoBia  (London  ?)  with  the  oil  of  sweet  almonds,  to  dissolve  the 
cerumen. 

I  would  recommend  for  this  operation,  to  be  particular  in  the 
choice  of  a  syringe.  When  the  ear  is  well  cleansed,  and  the  glands 
are  in  such  a  state  that  a  stimulant  can  act  upon  them,  I  would  ad- 
vise, in  accordance  with  results  which  I  have  obtained  from  my 
clinical  experience,  the  employment  of  a  solution  of  creasote  in  oil 
of  (sweet)  almonds,  to  induce  the  ceruminous  glands  to  resume  their 
normal  action.     The  following  is  the  formula  which  I  employ. 

3     Creasote,  -  -  -  -  f.  dr.  j. 

Oil  of  Sweet  Almonds,        -        -        -       f.  dr.  iv.  — M, 
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* 

And  with  a  badger's  hair-pencil  put  a  small  quantity  in  the  au- 
ditory passages  night  and  morning.  I  ordinarily  commence  with  a 
solution  of  this  strength,  and  augment  the  quantity  of  creasote  ^•' 
oording  to  the  effects  obtained.  Cases,  however,  present  themselves, 
in  which  no  good  result  will  be  obtained  from  this  application 
without  applying  behind  the  ear  a  vesicatory  ointment  of  tartarized 
antimony,  or  other  derivatives.  In  otorrhoea,  and  always  when 
there  is  pain  or  inflammation  the  creasote  is  contra-indicated. 

Its  application  causes  no  pain  or  upleasant  sensation,  but  only  an 
agreeable  feeling  of  warmth. — Lancet, 

The  above  article  was  published  many  years  ago,  but  as  the 
Senior  Editor  has  used  the  treatment  recommended  with  great  sue. 
cess  in  many  cases,  we  re-publish  it  for  the  benefit  of  those  who 
never  have  read  it. — The  Georgia  Medical  Companion. 


TREATMENT  OF  SPEBMATOBBHCEA. 


The  occasional  introduction  of  a  catheter  as  large  as  the  urethra 
will  take,  is  often  of  the  greatest  service  ;  it  should  be  passed  into 
the  bladder  and  allowed  to  remain  for  five  or  ten  minutes,  accord- 
ing to  the  tolerance  of  the  patient ;  its  mechanical  pressure  helps 
to  unload  the  congested  capillaries  and  small  vessels  of  the  urethra; 
its  contact   deadens   and  destroys  the  exterme  sensibility  of   the 
urethral  nerves,  and  renders  them  less  susceptible  to  the  influence 
of  slight  excitants  ;  whilst,  by  stimulating  the  muscles,  it  provokes 
their  contraction,  and  so  renders  material  assistance  in  emptying 
the  larger  veins.     A  silver  catheter  is  the  best  instrument  for  the 
purpose,  as  it  exerts  firmer  pressure  than  an  elastic  bougie  :  and,  as 
the  urine  can  be  drawn  off  through  it,  the  patient  will  not  require 
to  micturate  for  several  hours,  which  is  a  point  of  some  importance, 
as  the  urethra  is  often  very  tender  after  the  passage  of  an  instru- 
ment for  the  first  few  times.     The  frequency  with  which  it  should 
be  employed  depends  upon  the  amount  of  discomfort  its  presence 
occasions  ;  and  if  the  pain  be  great,  it  should  not  be  left  in  more 
than  a  few  seconds,  lest  rigors,  swelled  testicle,  etc.,  be  occasioned. 
Sometimes  the  urethra  is  extremely  sensitive  and  much  pain  attends 
the  use  of  the  catheter;  but  this  is  an  additional  reason  for  persist- 
ing with  it,  though  a  smaller  one  may  be  employed  at  first,  so  as  to 
cause  less  pain.     I  have  sometimes  found  that  smearing  the  ca- 
theter with  blue  mass  or  calomel  ointment,  or  with  half  a  grain  to 
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a  grain  of  nitrate  of  silver  rubbed  down  in  an  ounce  of  lard,  to  be 
used  in  obstinate  eases;  but  I  prefer  the  blue  ointment  to  anything 
I  have  yet  tried.  Some  camphor,  extract  of  opium,  belladonna, 
«tc.,  may  be  combined  with  these  ointments,  if  thought  desirable. 
Care  should  be  taken  that  these  applications  do  not  reach  much  be- 
yond the  curve  of  the  instrument,  and  it  should  be  thoroughly  oiled 
before  using  it.  The  oversecretion  of  mucus  is  always  checked  by 
the  use  of  the  catheter,  whether  armed  with  ointment  or  not. 

Cold  bathing,  cold  douches,  etc.,  should  not  be  employed  on  go- 
ing to  bed.  The  ordinary  bath  in  the  morning  does  good;  but  cold 
applications  at  night  should  be  forbidden,  as  the  reaction  which  fol- 
lows them  will  increase  the  local  circulation,  and  so  cause  congest- 
ion and  erection  of  the  penis,  and  thus  increase  the  probability  of 
amission. 

Not  only  must  the  position  asaamed  in  sleep  be  attended  to,  but 
undue  warmth  in  bed  be  avoided,  whether  by  using  very  soft  beds 
or  too  large  an  amount  of  clothing.  The  bowels  should  be  care- 
fully regulated,  to  prevent  any  accumulation  within  the  rectum; 
and  the  urine  examined  from  time  to  time,  so  as  to  detect  an  exce8s 
of  uric  acid,  the  presence  of  oxalates,  etc.,  which  may  render  its 
passage  irritating  to  the  hypersensitive  urethra.  Overdistention 
of  the  bladder  must,  at  all  times,  be  guarded  against,  and  the  pati- 
ent warned  to  pass  urine  on  waking  in  the  morning,  lest  he  doze 
off  again  with  a  full  bladder,  which  \&  one  of  the  most  certain 
provocations  of  erection  and  emissions. 

Before  commencing  to  treat  this  affection  constitutionally,  it  is 
generally  necessary  to  allay  the  digestive  disturbances,  which  are 
so  common  and  often  so  severe,  by  giving  such  remedies  as  may  be 
applicable  to  the  condition  of  the  patient  either  with  or  without 
the  more  special  medicines.  By  n^lecting  to  do  so,  w«  raiay  not 
only  add  to  the  dyspeptic  troubles  and  obtain  no  benefit  from  the 
drugs  given,  but  a  valuable  medicine  may  do  harm  and  be  brought 
into  disrepute,  in  consequence  of  its  being  administered^at  a  time 
when  the  stomach  cannot  tolerate  it. 

Internally,  I  have  found  astringents  of  more  use  in  this  disorder 
than  tonics;  or  they  may  be  combined.  Gallic  acid,  the  dilate 
mineral  acids,  especially  the  sulphuric,  may  be  given.  Tincture  of 
matico  will  often  be  of  service,  and  more  so,  in  my .  experience, 
than  any  other  plant  rich  in  tannin,  as  it  appears  to  act  upon  the 
genito-urinary  tract  rather  than  upon  the  bowels,  as  is  often  the 
case  with  the  others. 
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Ergot  is  one  of  the  most  valtiable  remedies  for  this  affection,  and 
the  liquid  extract  of  the  Pharmacopceia  is  a  very  efficient  and  con- 
venient form  for  giving  it;  whilst  the  dilute  sulphuric  acid  can  be 
added,  if  thought  advisable. 

When  the  urethra  is  very  sensitive,  and  the  passage  of  urine 
painful,  small  doses  of  copaiba  are  often  most  comforting;  or  the 
other  oleo-resins  may  be  tried  if  it  disagree;  but  none  of  them,  in 
my  opinion,  are  equal  in  value  to  copaiba,  when  it  can  be  borne. 

I  am  not  disposed  to  regard  strychnine  in  these  cases  with  very 
great  favor;*  when  there  is  much  irritability  of  the  nerves,  I  be- 
lieve it  often  adds  to  this;  but  when  this  is  subsiding  it  may  be  of 
nse  as  a  tonic;  so  may  quinine  or  iron,  but  in  no  other  way.  I 
have  never  given  the  tincture  of  iron  in  the  enormous  dose  (from 
one  to  two  drachms  three  times  daily)  recommended  by  fiome,  and 
80  I  cannot  speak  personally  of  its  value  in  such  large  quantity. 

Cantharides,  phosphorus  (except  the  dilute  phosphoric  acid),  and 
the  so-called  aphrodisiacs,  do  harm  by  acting  as  stimulants  to  the 
nervous  system  generally,  and  therefore.to  the  local  nerves.  Can- 
tharides, also  by  its  action  upon  the  bladder  is,  especially  when 
given  in  large  doses,  a  very  injurious  drug  in  these  cases.  For  the 
same  reason  I  disapprove  of  local  blistering;  while  the  sore  left  by 
the  blister  acts,  moreover,  as  a  source  of  irritation,  and  adds  to  the 
liability  of    emissions. 

Belladonna,  in  my  hands,  has  prove  to  be  an  uncertain  remedy; 
in  some  cases  it  has  appeared  to  do  good  by  allaying  irritation, 
whilst  in  others  there  were  no  beneficial  results  from  it.  The  dry- 
ness of  the  throat,  disturbance  of  vision  and  diarrhoea,  which  are 
often  caused  by  it,  constitute  an  objection  to  its  employment  in  full 
doses,  and  without  them  its  value  is  very  questionable. 

Camphor  is  a  most  useful  drug;  three  or  four  grains  made  up 
into  two  pills,  with  half  a  grain  or  a  grain  of  opium,  and  one  or 
two  of  aloes,  have  more  frequently  allayed  irritability  and  pre- 
vented emissions,  than  anything  I  have  yet  tried.  Opium  alone 
does  not  succeed  as  well,  and  a  large  dose  is  necessary,  so  that  the 
untoward  symptoms  sometimes  produced  by  it  are  more  likely  to 
be  incurred. 

I  have  tried  chloral  in  a  few  cases,  and  with  very  great  advan- 
*  tage;  in  ddses  of  fifteen  or  twenty  grains  at  bed-time  it  has  an- 
swered its  purpose  admirably. 

Bromide  of  potassium,  in  thirty  or  forty  grain  doses,  will  some- 
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times  be  of  service;  but  it  seems  to  me  a  less  certain  remedy  than 
chloral,  which  I  am  disposed  to  regard*  as  one  of  the  valuable  a- 
gents  we  possess  for  these  cases,  though  as  yet  my  ezpenence  of  it 
is  limited.  ^ 

Suppositories  vary  much  in  their  action,  whatever  drugs  they 
may  contain.  Occasionally  they  answer  well,  but  often  they  do 
not  lessen,  and  I  am  not  sure  they  do  not  sometimes  increase,  the 
irritability  of  the  parts. 

Galvanism  I  have  not  employed  myself;  but  in  the  few  instances 
where  I  have  known  of  its  being  tried  by  others,  it  ha«  seemed  to 
me  to  do  more  harm  than  good,  by  adding  to  the  nervous  irrita- 
tation. 

Lastly,  as  to  cauterization  by  the  porte-cavstique^  I  need  scarcely 
say  that  I  am  strongly  opposed  to  this  method  of  treatment;  for, 
if  my  view  of  this  disorder  be  correct,  this  instrument  can  relieve 
it  in  no  other  way  than  as  the  passage  of  the  catheter  does.  I  do 
not  believe  that  ulceration  or  other  morbid  conditions*  of  the  ejacu- 
latory  ducts  are  the  causes  of  seminal  losses.  We  have  no  evi- 
dence that  these  patjiological  conditions  exist,  except,  it  may  be, 
in  very  rare  instances;  and  if  so,  the  application  of  nitrate  of  sil- 
ver t6  the  prostatic  mucous  membrane  in  every  case  of  nocturnal 
emission  must  be  unecessary;  and  in  spite  of  its  alleged  harmless/- 
ness,  I  consider  it  to  be  a  dangerous  treatment.  I  have  known  two 
persons  die  from  the  effects  of  porte-caustique^  and  I  have  seen 
others  suffer  severely  from  its  employment.  This  may  ^ot  b^jt.be 
usual  result;  but  I  do  say  that  the  application  of  nitrate  of  silver 
to  the  urethra,  whether  in  stick  or  in  strong  solution,  i^at^leafit  a 
very  sharp  remedy,  and  will  often  produce  violent  inflammation, 
and  sometimes  lay  the  fouQdation  of 'a  stricture  or  of  a  chronic 
irritation  of  the  bladder. 

If,  then,  caustic  be  applied  on  an  incorrect  surmise  as  to  the  con- 
dition of,  and  its  effects  upon,  the  prostatic  mucous  membrane  and 
ejaculatory  ducts,  it  is  not  only  an  unnecessary,  but  to  my  opinion, 
an   unsafe    method  of     treatment. —  Gascoy?ie — British    Medical 

JbitmaL 
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THE  TREATMENT  OF   SCIATICA. 


David  Pbips,  M.  D.,  of  Neilston,  writes  to  the  Glasgow  MediccU 
Journal', — 

The  intractable  nature  of  this  disease,  and  the  great  amount  of 
suffering  it  entails,  at  times  keeping  even  the  most  powerful  man 
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• 
completely  nnder  its  thrall  for  weeks,  renders  any  mode  of   treat- 
ment which  has  been  followed  with  good  results  worthy  of  being 
recorded. 

• 

C.  D.,  8Bt.  40  years,  a  strong,  healthy,  well-made  man,  gave  his 
body  a  sadden  jerk,  by  trying  to  throw  a  parcel  of  goods  up  to  a 
person  in  the  flat  above  him.  He  instantly  complained  of  severe 
pain  in  the  gluteal  region,  which  extended  down  the  back  of  the 
thigh,  in  the  course  of  the  sciatic  nerve,  to  the  lower  leg,  and  he 
had  to  be  taken  home  in  a  cab.  I  saw  him  afterwards,  and  at  dif- 
ferent times  prescribed  sinapisms  and  rubefacient  liniments  extern- 
ally, and  the  iodide  and  bicarbonate  of  potash,  iron,  arsenic,  etc., 
internally,  but  with  very  little  benefit.  At  length  the  patient  was 
put  under  chloroform,  and  the  a^^tual  cautery  applied  over  the  course 
of  the  nerve,  confining  its  application  to  the  posterior  aspect  of  the 
thigh  ;  and  this  was  repeated  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two,  with 
the  happiest  results.  Patient  got  rapidly  well ;  and  after  walking 
about  somewhat  lame  for  a  few  days,  ceased  to  be  troubled  with 
the  affection,  and  has  had  no  return  of  it.  There  can  be  little  doubt 
but  that  in  this  case  the  affection  was  due  to  rupture  and  consequent 
inflammation  of  some  of  the  component  fibres,  and  their  sheath,  of 
the  sciatic  trunk. 

J.  L.,  fet  55  years,  a  miner,  has  for  years  been  employed  in  damp 
and  wet  underground  workings,  but  never  before  had  anything  the 
matter  with  him  like  the  present  affection.  Complains  of  severe 
pain  coursing  down  the  back  of  the  thigh  to  the  outer  aspect  of  the 
lower  leg,  which  quite  screwed  him  up,  and  prevented  him  from 
working.  Cupping,  sinapisms,  and  liniments,  were  tried  externally; 
and  iron,  io^de  and  bicarbonate  of  potash,  c<nchicum,  Fowler's  and 
Donovan's  solution,  at  different  times  internally,  but  with  very  little 
benefit;  at  length  the  actual  cautery  was  used  in  the  course  of  the 
great  sciatitf 'nerve  in  the  thigh  and  hip;  the  result  was  everything 
that  could  be  desired.  He  gradually  but  completely  recovered,  got 
the  use  of  his  limb,  and  has  had  no  return  of  the  disease  since. 

R.  S.,  At  48  years,  a  miner,  complained  of  severe  painjn  the  back 
of  thigh,  extending  to  the  outer  ankle,  but  most  severe  in  the  calf 
of  his  l^g.  In  this  case  also  the  alkaline  and  arsenical  preparations 
were  had  recpurse  to,  and  with  this  benefit,  that  the  pain  got  con- 
fined to  the  calf,  but  here  it  continued  very  persistent.  In  this  case 
I  used  the  hypodermic  injection  of  the  liq.  opii  sed.  with  most 
marked  benefit  after  two  or  three  applications.     Patient  rapidly  re- 
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covered,  and  was  able  to  return  to  his  work.     Has  been  quite  free 
of  the  disease  since. 

This  treatment  by  the  actual  cautery  merits  a  more  eltended  trial. 
It  will  be  found  especially  useful  in  cases  where  the  affection  is  due 
not  so  much  to  any  rheumatic  element  in  the  system,  as  to  local  in- 
jury to  the  component  fibres  and  funicular  sheaths  of  the  nerve  it- 
jBelf  ,  as  in  the  case  of  C.  D. — Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter. 
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Therapeutics  and  Materia  Medica. 

Injection  Of  Ergot  In  Maladlee  of  tlie  Uterue.- 

[Gazetta  Med.  Ital.  Lombard.,  1872,  No.  4.] — ^Dr.  Swideski,  in  a 
recent  memoir,  collects  about  forty  cases  in  which  subcutaneous  in- 
jections of  ergot  were. employed  in  various  diseases  of  the  womb, 
especially  chronic  metritis,  in  some  displacements  and  in  metror- 
rhagia; its  action  was  in  every  case  prompt  and  certain.  The 
author  used  at  first  the  solution  of  Beaujeau,  and  observes  that,  as 
the  solution  contains  a  larger  quantity  of  alcohol,  it  acts  more 
promptly,  but  excites  greater  pain,  and  frequently  produces  ulcers. 
The  solution  employed  are: 

2.   Ext.  aqu.  secal.  comut.,        ...  gram.  2. 
Spir.  yin.  rectif.,         -         - 

Glycerina,        -        -        -        -        aa  "7 

2.  Extr.  aqu.  secal.  cor.,          -        -        -  gram.  2 

Spt.  vin.  rctif., "5 

Glycerina, "12 

3.  Extr.  aqu.  secaL  cor., 

Spt.  vin.  rectif.,         -        -        -  aa  gram.  2 

Glycerina,        -        -      *  -        -  -  "12 

4.  Extr.  aqu.  secal.  cor.,        -        -        -  gram.  1 
,  Spt.  vin.  rectif,        ...  -  "1 

Glycerina,        -   ' "3 

Aq.  destil., "4 

In  cases  of  chronic  ulceration  he  einploys  solution  3  and  4; 
where  prompt  action  is  needed,  Nos.  1  and  2;  the  former  (Nos. 
8  and  4)  act  in  from  one  to  two  hours,  the  latter  excite  painful 
contractions  in  about  half  an  hour.     In  some  of  the  deviations  of 
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the  womb  the  author  reports  the  favorable  results  of  the  use  of 
subcutaneous  injectious  of  ergot;  he  observes,  however,  that  it  is 
of  no  benefit  if  the  ^ase  is  of  too  long  standing,  if  the  uterus  pre- 
sents considerable  inflammation,  or  adheres  to  other  organs  in  the 
vicinity.  In  chronic  metritis  the  injections  are  employed  every 
two  or  three  days,  and,  even  where  a  complete  cure  cannot  be 
hoped  for,  the  leucorrhcea  speedily  ceases,  and  the  uterus  returns 
to  its  place. — Niew  York  Medical  Journal, 


The  Treatment  of  Cystltls.- 

£Dg.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter: — Upon  reading  an  interesting  ar- 
ticle in  your  number  for  November  23,  1872,  by  Dr.  William  F. 
Alexander,  of  West  Virginia,  on  the  use  of  ergot  in  a  case  of  cys- 
titis and  bleeding  from  the  bladder,  I  am  induced  to  give  some  of 
my  experience  in  cases  of  a  similar  kind. 

In  a  pretty  large  practice  of  about  thirty-fiye  years'  duration,  I 
have  met  hardly  any  cases  of  acute  cystitis,  except  such  as  super- 
vened upon  the  prolonged  application  of  a  blister  of   cantharides 
or  the  internal  use  of  that  or  spirits  of  turpentine.     I  have  met  with 
many  chronic  cases  and  very  many  cases  of  dysuria,  which  are  com- 
monly regarded  as  cases  of  irritation  of  the  neck  of  the  bladdery 
but  no  doubt  many  of  the  latter  are  true  cases  of  a  degree  of  cys- 
titis.   Many  more  of  the  latter  occur  in  females  than  in  males. 
Some  of  them  have  been  accompanied  with  blood  in  the  urine,  which, 
from  the  attending  symptoms  I  had  reason  to  believe  came  from 
the  bladder.     All  the  cases  I  have  had  of  an  acute  kind  have  been 
relieved,  and  the  most  of  them  got  entirely  well  under  the  use  of 
the  following  means: — ^Rest,  warm  fomentations  to  hypergastric, 
pubic  and  perineal  regions,  and  sometimes  the  moderately  warm  or 
tepid  bath,  warm  demulcent  drinks,  small  doses  of  spts.  nitre  dulcis 
and  tine.  opii.  camph.,  equal  parts,  say  3  ss  of  each  every  hour;  or 
pills  of  sulph.  morph.  gr.  1-20  to  1-10;  or  ext.  hyoscyam.  gr.  \  to 
1,  one  every  two  hours;  or  pills  of  camph.  gr.  ^,  ext.  hyoscyauL  gr. 
1,  one  every  two  hours.     The  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  spts.  nit. 
-dulc.  and  tine.  opii.  camph.  frequently  given  in  small  doses  will 
relieve  a  large  majority  of  the  acute  cases  of  dysuria  or  mild  cysti- 
tis, for  which  the  physician  is  called  to  prescribe,  such   as  occur 
from  cold,'  some  temporary  menstrual  or  sexual  trouble,  and  will 
temporarily  benefit  all  of  them.     Where  this  remedy  does  not  an- 
swer, the  morphia  with  camphor,  or  the  hyoscyamus  and  camphor 
will  often  succeed. 
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For  all  bleedings  from  the  urinary  organs  gallic  acid  has  always 
proved  a  reliable  remedy,  one  which  usually  acts  very  promptly. 
It  has  so  often  succeeded  in  my  hands  that  I  have  not  looked  for  an- 
other. But  1  have  no  doubt  that  ergot  is  also  an  efficient  remedy, 
and  it  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  that  its  use  in  all  kinds  of  hem- 
orrhages is  being  proved  to  be  so  eflfective. 

The  beneficial  effects  of  ergot  in  paralysis  of  the  bladder  follow- 
ing retention  of  the  urine  I  have  proved  in  several  cases.  The 
judicious  use  of  this  remedy  will  often  save  the  physican  and  the 
patient  much  inconvenience.  By  its  aid  the  use  of  the  catheter 
may  much  sooner  be  dispensed  with.  Alex.  W.  Rogbbs. 

Paterson,  N.  J.,  December  12,  1872. — Medical  and  Surgical  He- 
porter,  January  14,  1873. 


Tetanus  and  its  Treatment. 

Mr.   C.   Macnamara,   Surgeon   to  the  Native  and  Ophthalmic 
Hospitals,  Calcutta,  writes  to  the  (London)  Practitioner : — 

In  June,  1871, 1  adopted  a  plan  of  treatment  in  tetanus  which  I 
have  since  consistently  followed,  both  in  Hospital  and  private 
practice.  It  consists  in  administering  forty  grains  of  hydrate  of 
chloral  (to  ab  adult)  at  bed-time,  and  in  several  cases  of  the  disease 
— the  temperature  of  the  body  rising  to  upwards  of  101® — an  ad-^ 
ditional  thirty  grains  of  chloral  is  given  at  mid-day.  The  patient 
is  made  to  swallow  regularly  every  four  hours  about  four  ounces 
of  milk,  one  egg  being  mixed  with  the  milk,  morning,  noon  and 
evening;  if  the  pulse  indicates  considerable  weakness,  beef- tea  and 
brandy  are  substituted  for  the  milk,  but  it  is  seldom  necessary  to- 
administer  food  of  this  description.  Milk  and  eggs,  with  arrow- 
root as  the  patient  improves,  is  the  diet  which  I  almost  uniformly^ 
order,  it  may  be  for  twentv  or  twenty-five  consecutive  days. 
However  serious  the  case  may  have  seemed  to  be,  a  plan  of  treat- 
ment such  as  that  described  has  been  rigidly  adhered  to,  the  urgency 
of  the  symptoms  not  causing  us  to  deviate  from  our  attempts  to* 
procure  the  patient  a  sufficiency  of  food  and  sleep,  and  thus  help* 
him  to  live  through  the  disease.  By  pursuing  a  plan  of  this  kind 
I  came  to  learn  that  tetanus  (&mong  the  natives  of  this  part  of 
India)  is  by  no  means  so  formidable  a  complaint  as  it  was,  generally 
supposed  to  ^be;  it  has  undoubtedly  a  tendency,  as  we  have  loQg 
known  to  run  a  course  of  some  twenty  or  twenty -five  days;  and 
further,  if  we  can  only  carry  our  patient  through  the  first  ten  days: 
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of  his  illness,  as  a  rale,  a  very  favorable  prognosis  may  be  given 
of  his  recovery. 

Of  the  twenty  cases  of  tetanus  above  referred  to,  no  less  than 
seventeen  have  recovered  under  this  treatment,  an  unprecedented 
result,  I  believe,  in  the  annals  of  the  disease.  These  twenty  eases 
were^not  picked;  they  were  taken  one  after  the  other  as  they  came 
into  my  wards,  and  constituted  the  entire*  number  of  patients,  from 
June  1871  to  June  1872,  suffering  from  the  disease  in  the  Calcutta 
Native  Hospital;  some  of  them  seemed  in  a  desperate  state  when 
first  admitted  under  my  care.  I  still  think  that  chloral  has  no 
power  in  diminishing  the  severity  of  the  fits  in  tetanus,  but  it 
doubtless  renders  them  less  frequent,  affording  the  patient  rest  and 
time  to  sleep;  and  this,  together  with  a  diet  such  as  above  noticed, 
has  brought  about  the  remarkable  result  of  seventeen  instances  of 
recovery  out  of  twenty  cases  of  tetanus. — Medical  and  Surgicai 
Beporter^  January  18,  1873. 


A  8ure  TMt  as  to  Whether  LM  is  Cxtlnet  or  Not. 

A  few  years  since  a  price  was  offered  by  the  Paris  Academy  of 
Science  for  a  sure  and  easily-applied  test  of  the  presence  of  death. 
In  answer  to  this,  Dr.  Hugo  Magnus,  of  Breslau,  contributes  a 
paper  on  this  subject  to  Yirchow's  Archives,  Dr.  Magnus  directs 
his  attention  to  the  vegetative  phenomena,  since  among  these  may 
be  found  those  peculiar  to  functions  which  will  bear  being  reduced 
to  a  minimum,  but  upon  the  stoppage  of  which  death  follows  at 
once.  Now  there  are  two  systems  the  functions  of  which  are 
never  completely  suspended  during  life,  viz. :  the  circulatory  and 
respiratory.  Choosing  the  former  of  these,  Dr.  Magnus  resorts  to 
a  very  simple  method,  which  is  thus  described: — 

"If  a  limb  of  the  body — a  finger  is  best  for,  the  purpose — be 
constricted  by  a  strong  ligature  quite  tightly,  there  will  be  seen,  if 
the  subject  be  yet  alive,  a  reddening  of  the  constricted  member. 
First,  the  part  in  question  becomes  red,  and  the  red  color  becomes 
darker  and  darker,  and  deeper  in  hue,  till  it  is  finally  converted 
into  a  bluish-red,  the  whole  limb  being,  from  its  tip  to  the  ligature 
which  encircles  it,  of  a  uniform  color,  except  that  at  the  region 
immediately  around  the  ligature  itself  there  is  to  be  seen  a  narrow 
ring,  which  is  not  bluish-red,  but  white."  On  those  whose  whose 
skins  are  thickened  and  hard  from  work  it  may  be  necessary  to 
choose  some  other  part  than  a  finger,  as,  for  example,  a  toe  or  the 
tip  of  the  ear.      This  evidence  is  as  sure  to  be  brought  about  in 
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the  living  body  as  it  is  certain  to  be  absent  in  the  corpse.  The 
bluish  coloration  of  the  finger-tips,  so  often  observed  in  the  dead 
body,  need  not  be  regarded  as  a  source  of  fallacy,  for  after  ligation 
of  a  finger,  as  long  as  life  is  present,  the  whole  limb,|from  the  point 
of  ligation  to  the  extremity,  will  be  uniformly  blue-red.  Large 
limbs,  on  account  of  offering  facilities  for  the  flow^of  the  venous 
blood  through  the  deeper  veins,  do  not  serve  as  well  as  the)  small 
•extremities,  in  which  the  tissues  are  more  easily  compressed  against 
bones. —  Virginia  Clinical  Record^  January,  1873. 


Inflsrowino;  Nail. 

I  desire  to  add  a  mite  to  the  to  the  evidence  repeatedly  given  in 
the  Journal  that  the  removal  of  the  nail  (to  my  knowledge  not 
always  successful)  is  unnecessary. 

About  twenty  years  ago,  I  applied  a  bit  of  compressed  sponge  to 
■afford  temporary  relief,  and  was  delighted  to  find  that  it  effected  a 
radicaLcure.  I  make  the  sponge  as  solid  as  leather,  by  wetting  and 
then  winding  strisg  very  tightly  round  it,  and  drying  it  thoroughly. 
Of  this  I  cut  a  small  pyramidal  piece,  less  than  a  grain  of  rice. 
This  I  insert  beneath  the  nail,  and  secure  it  by  strips  of  adhesive 
plaster,  applied  longitudinally,  to  avoid  compression.  The  sponge 
«oon  becomes  moist  and  swollen,  keeping  the  nail  from  the  irritated 
fiesh.  Any  granulations  should  previously  be  destroyed  with 
strong  nitric  acid.  I  have  adopted  this  plan  upon  many  occasions, 
«nd  have  never  found  it  to  fail. — Benjamin  Blower. — Brit  Med. 
Jour.,  Sept.  21,  '12.— The  Clinic,  October  19, 1872. 


^ooal  Uses  af  Tannin.— 

Dr.  G.  P.  Hachenberg,  New  York  Medical  Jiecord,  reports  sever- 
al cases  of  the  us^  of  this  remedy  in  prolapsus  uteri,  where  other 
means  had  failed  to  afford  relief.  His  method  is  as  follows:  A 
glass  speculum  is  introduced  into  the  vagina,  so  as  to  push  the 
uterus  into  its  place.  Through  the  speculum  a  metallic  tube  or 
-syringe,  with  the  end  containing  about  thirty  grains  of  tannin,  is 
passed.  With  a  piston  the  tannin  is  pushed  against  the  uterus,  the 
syringe  withdrawn,  and  the  packing  neatly  and  effectually  com- 
pleted with  a  dry  probang,  around  the  mouth  and  neck  of  the 
womb.  After  the  packing  is  completed,  the  probang  is  placed  a- 
gainst  the  tannin,  in  order  to  hold  it,  and  the  speculum  is  partially 
withdrawn.  The  packing  is  now  fully  secured,  and  the  instrument 
removed. 
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The  application  of  tannin  holds  the  uterus  firmly  and  securely 
in  place,  not  by  dilatation  of  the  walls  of  the  vagina,  but  by  cor- 
rugating and  contracting  its  parts.  At  first  the  application  may 
be  made  weekly;  finally,  but  once  or  twice  a  month.  It  not  only 
overcomes  the  hypertrophy  and  elongation  of  the  cervix,  but  even^ 
the  writer  thinks,  induces  a  slight  atrophy  of  the  parts.  A&  a  re- 
medy for  leucorrhoea,  where  the  seat  of  the  inflammation  is  at  the 
mouth  of  the  womb,  or  within  the  vagina,  it  actually  gives  speedy 
relief.  The  doctor  also  reports  a  case  of  chronic  ulceration  of  the 
rectum  which  was  cured  after  a  few  weekly  packings  of  tannin. 
He  has  found,  moreover,  that  in  affections  of  the  throat,  direct  ap- 
plications of  tannin  to  the  diseased  parts  give  satisfactory  results. 
In  a  case  of  extraordinary  hypertrophy  of  the  tonsils,  preparatory 
to.  the  operation  of  extripation,  tannin  mixed  with  tincture  of  io- 
dine to  the  consistency  of  syrup,  was  applied  with  effect  of  so  di- 
minishing the  hypertrophy  that  a  surgical  operation  will,  in  all 
probability,  not  be  necessary. 

No  remedy  has  given  such  satisfactory  results  in  certain  forms 
of  chronic  ,ophthlamia  and  opacity  of  the  cornea,  as  tannin  once  a 
week  placed  under  the  eye  lidl— «-pure  well  tfiturarted  tanniil.  An 
aged  lady,  who  had  chronic  ophthalmia,  was  relieved  by  one  appli- 
cation; another,  who  was  blind  from  opacity  of  the  cornea  and 
chronic  ophthalmia,  recovered  her  sight  mainly  from  the  local  use 
of  powdered  tannin.— -Bo^^ow  Med,  and  Surg,  Journal, 

Chloride  of  Ammonium  — 

Dr.  John  Dewar,  in  the  British  Medical  Journal^  has  the  follow- 
ing remarks  on  this  drug:  ^'I  consider  it  a  very  useful  remedy;  but 
because  of  its  very  disagreeable  taste  it  has  not  been  used  as  much 
internally  as  its  usefulness  would  seem  to  indicate.  Its  diaphoretic 
action  is  equal  to  its  diuretic.  It  has  been  for  a  long  time  used 
more  or  less,  especially  on  the  Continent,  in  ascites.  But  it  ap- 
pears to  have  a  special  action  on  serous  membranes  generally;  and 
I  have  found  it  very  valuable  in  effusion  in  the  pleural  sac,  espe^ 
cially  when  its  cause  is  of  a  subacute  or  chronic  character.  Some 
time  ago  I  recorded  a  case  of  chronic  hydrothorax,  where  the  effu- 
sion was  very  abundant,  and  occurring  in  a  delicate  woman  who 
ultimately  died  of  phthisis.  Under  the  use  of  the  drug,  rapid  ab- 
sorption took  place.  Since  then  I  have  tried  it  in  one  or  two  other 
oases  of  a  similar  nature — the  effusion  resulting  from  subacute 
pleurisy.     One  of  the  cases  occurred  in  a  scrof uMus  boy,  the  whole 
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of  whose  left  chest  was  filled  with  fluid,  whi«h  rapidly  disappeared 
after  taking  the  chloride  in  fifteen  grain  doses  every  f ourj  hours. 
It  is  necessary  to  give  to  adults  from  twenty  to  thirty  grains  every 
three  or  four  hours,  in  order  to  get  its  full  benefit.  Its  precise 
modiis  operandi  has  not  been  clearly  ascertained.  Although  pri- 
marily not  a  stimulant,  it  may  act  on  serous  membranes  by  stimu- 
lating their  power  of  absorption.  Its  diaphoretic  action  may  ac- 
count for  its  efficacy  in  muscular  rheumatism,  in  which  affection  I 
have  used  it  very  extensively,  and  have  found  it  to  give  more  relief 
than  any  other  remedy  I  have  tried.  I  have  had  personal  experi- 
ence of  its  good  in  muscular  rheumatism  coming  on  after  scarlet 
fever.  In  these  cases,  also,  it  requires  to  be  given  in  half  drachm 
doses.  I  have  not  found  it  of  much  use  in  lumbago  or  ai-ticular  rheu- 
matism. Some  bitter  infusion  is  the  best  thing  to  disguise  its  taste. 
I  tried  it  mixed  with  sugar;  but  that,  though  it  disguised  its  salt 
taste,  makes  it  rather  nauseating.  With  Dr.  Thompson,  I  think 
this  drug  is  deserving  of  further  trial,  in  other  diseases  as  well  as 
in  those  above  mentioned." — Detroit  Jiev.  of  Med,  ai\d  Pharm. 


•aptisia  TInotorIa  In  Typhoid  Wv^ft.-- 

"We  gave  the  concentrated  tincture  in  three-drop  doses,  every 
two  hours,  continuing  the  acid  and  belladonna;  and  with  what 
torturing  anxiety  we  waited  and  watched  for  hours  to  discover  any 
effect  it  might  have,  can  be  divined  only  by  those  under  like  cir- 
cumstances. Finding  it  borne  well,  after  six  or  eight  doses  had 
been  tried,  it  was  increased  to  five  drops  with  the  same  interval  of 
administration;  and  at  the  expiration  of  twenty-four  hours  we 
could  discern  a  reduction  of  a  degree  or  more  in  the  temperature, 
with  softer  pulse  and  skin,  and  so  felt  encouraged  to  persevere. 
At  the  expiration  of  forty-eight  hours  there  was  less  delirum  and 
less  subsultus,  etc.  In  seventy-two  hours  from  the  commencement 
of  it,  there  was  some  gleam  of  intelligence,  tongue  softening  and 
sordes  diminishing;  and  at  the  expiration  of  another  twenty-four 
hours,  there  was  a  return  of  consciousness  sufficient  to  recognize 
the  calls  of  nature  by  the  patients,  and  the  direction  of  the  nurses* 
attention  to  them.  Diarrhoea  very  much  diminished,  and  their 
beef  tea,  etc.,  taken  readily.  The  treatment  was  continued  for  a 
week,  when  convalescence  had  established  itself.  The  effect  of 
baptisia  was  so  manifest  in  these  two  cases  as  to  induce  me  to  try 
it  in  some  eight  other  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  the  last  one  of-  which 
is  now  just  convalescing.     Whilst  'we  do  not  desire  to  be  over-san- 
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guine,  and  are  frank  to  admit  that  its  trial  in  ten  or  eleven  cases  is  not 
sufficient  to  establish  its  fall  value;  yet,  it  is  sufficient  to  aasure  us 
of  its  power  thus  far,  and  to  ask  that  the  medical  profession  shall 
give  it  a  full  and  fair  trial  for  themselves." — The  Detroit  Heview 
of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy. 

Physlologloal  Action  of  Camphor.— 

Dr.  John  Harley,  in  the  Practitioner,  after  giving  a  brief  account 
of  the  few  recorded  cases  of  poisoning  by  camphor,  and  an  account 
of  his  own  experiments  on  the  human  subject  and  inferior  animals, 
sums  up  his  conclusions  as  follows:  "It  appears  from  the  fore- 
going that  camphor  exerts  its  action  chiefly  upon  the  cerebral  lobes, 
causing  at  first  depression  of  mental  power,  giddiness  and  somno~ 
leney.  The  corpora  striata  appear  to  share  the  general  sedation 
of  the  intellectual  centres.  Delirium  comes  on  later,  and  in  some 
cases  there  is  considerable  vivacity.  If  the  use  of  the  drug  be 
continued  for  some  time,  it  produces  great  depression  of  muscular 
power  and  intellectual  lethargy.  In  the  fullest  medicinal  doses  it 
does  not  affect  any  of  the  organic  functions,  excepting  such  de- 
pression of  the  sexual  as  may  fairly  be  considered  a  secondary 
effect  of  its  depressing  influence  on  the  motor  and  intellectual  cen- 
tres. In  all  medicinal  doses  from  the  lowest  to  the  highest  it  cer- 
tainly does  not  exercise  a  depressant  effect  on  the  circulation.  On 
the  contrary,  decided  stimulation  is  occasionally  to  be  observed 
after  large  doses,  and  this  is  attended  with  a  diffused  feeling  of 
warmth  throughout  the  body,  and  a  slight  rise  of  the  temperature 
of  the  surface.  Given  in  solution  as  above,  I  have  every  reason  to 
believe  that  the  camphor  was  rapidly  and  completely  absorbed; 
and  in  the  dose  above  mentioned,  it  seems  to  be  as  rapidly  and 
completely  decomposed,  for  I  always  failed  to  detect  a  trace  of 
camphor  odor  in  either  the  urine  or  the  exhalations  from  the  skin 
and  lungs."  In  a  case  of  dyamenorrhoea,  with  chronic  ovarian  pain 
from  congestion  of  the  pelvic  viscera,  camphor  was  given  in  doses 
varying  from  two  to  thirty  grains,  gradually  running  from  the 
least  to  the  greatest  in  the  course  of  four  months.  The  other  cases 
were  treated  somewhat  similarly. — 77ie  Detroit  Review  of  Medicine 
and  Pharmacy, 

Krgot  ifi  Hoadache.— 

D.  R.  Silver,  M.  D.,  of   Sidney,  Ohio,  writes  as  follows  to  the 
Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter', 
A  record  of  many  cases  assures  me  that  ergot  is  better  than  any 
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other  single  article  of  the  materia  medica  in  this  disease  or 
symptom  of  disease.  I  recommend  it  to  patients  who  are  subject  to 
the  malady  thns: 

5  Tilden's  fl.  ext..  ergotee,  gtts  x — xx  for  one  dose.  To  be  re- 
peated every  half  hour  until  relief  is  obtained,  or  four  or  five  doses 
are  taken.  The  primary  effect  of  opium  is  to  produce  hypersemia 
of  the  brain.  To  neutralize  this  action  I  employ  with  it  fluid  ex- 
tract of  ergot.  The  combination  has  a  happy  effect  in  cases  in 
which  opium  alone  would  be  contra-indicated  by  the  fluxion  to  the 
brain.  Let  it  be  understood  that  I  do  not  regard  ergot  as  a  specific 
for  headache.  But  thousands  of  people  are  made  miserable  once  a 
fortnight  or  once  a  month,  who,  by  the  use  of  the  above,  may  be 
made,  for  the  time  comfortable.  My  experience  with  ergot  in  the 
headache  of  fevers  is  limited;  but  I  would  expect  no  good  results 
from  it,  since  the  pain  is  then,  probably  produced  by  the  abnormal 
temperature  and  quality  of  the  blood,  instead  of  being  occasioned 
by  fullness  of  the  cranial  vessels,  as  once  supposed. — Nashville 
Journal, 


PHI  for  Neuralsla.— 

5     Ext.  Hyoscyamus, 
Ext.  Valerian, 
White  Oxide  of  Zinc,         -        -         aa  dr.  j. — M. 


Make  the  mixture  into  sixty  pills.  One  pill  may  be  taken  every 
three  hours.  This  is  a  favorite  old  prescription  of  the  German 
and  French  physicians,  and  is  mentioned  in  many  of  their  works 
on  therapeutics. 


Anodyne  Liniment  in  Otitie.— 

5     Ext.  Belladonna,         -         -         -        -  gr.    x. 

Aqua  Dest, oz.  ss. 

Glycerine, oz.s  s. — M, 

S'     A  cotton    ball  soaked  in  the  mixture  to  be  placed  in  the  ex- 
ternal auditory  canal. 


To  Cure  Corns.— 

Pare  off  the  top  so  as  not  to  draw  blood,  and  apply  mnriated 
tincture  of  iron,  allowing  it  to  dry.  Repeat  it  every  day  or  two, 
for  one,  two,  or  three  weeks.  In  bad  cases  the  tincture  may  be 
used  twice  a  day. — Pacific  Med,  and  Surg,  Journal. 


EdiUyrial  81 

Worm  Mixture.— 

j^  .   Worm  Seed  Oil,         -        -         -         -  f  oz.  j.— M. 

Turpentine  Oil,         -        -        -        -  f  oz.  ij. 

Castor  Oil, f  oz.  iij. 

Lime  Water,        -        -        -        -  •  f  oz.  x. — M. 
Shake  well. 

Dose  for  a  child  one  year  old,  one  teaspoonful;  for  an  adult^ 
two  teaspoonfuls.  Give  three  days  in  succession,  and  follow  with 
a  cathartic,  if  required. — The  Georgia  Medical  Companion. 


-•-••^^^>  •-»• 
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Branio»CfdoraJltinfn  In  JOettoarrhcea,  and  as  a 

I>isinfecfant. 

Mesvs.  TiLDEN  &  Co. ; — 

As  30U  have  received  such  a  multitude  of  evidence  from  aU 
quarter?,  and  from  the  most  reliable  sources,  of  the  efficacy  of  your  dis~ 
irfectant  and  deodorizer,  Bromo-Chloralum,  it  is  perhaps  needless  for  me 
to  offer  an  additional  assurance,  yet  I  must  be  allowed  to  congratulate  you 
on  having  presented  to  the  profession  an  agent  so  long  sought  and  so  much 
needed.  It  must  supersede  all  other  agents  in  this  department.  During 
the  four  or  five  months  during  which  I  have  been  using  it,  I  have  been 
highly  pleased  with  its  action  in  Leucorrhoea,  used  as  an  Injection  properly 
diluted,  and  particularly  delighted  with  its  prompt  action  as  a  deodorizer 
in  a  tedious  case  ei  abscess,  from  a  gun-shot  wound  through  the  Ilium,  in 
which  from  the  entrance  and  decomposition  of  air,  the  Bydrosulphate 
of  Anmionia  was  formed,  producing  the  most  offensive  and  sickening  dis- 
charge imaginable. — As  long  as  saturated  cloths  were  kept  suspended,  the 

stench  was  effectually  neutralized. 

Very  Truly, 

D.  G.  SIMMONS,  M.  D. 
Adairville,  Logan  Co.,  Kentucky. 


0  • 


Creosote  in  Anihrttac* 


Dr.  F.  R.  Millard,  Beetown,  Grant  Co.,  Wis.,  uses  creasote  in  the  treat- 
ment of  anthrax.  His  plan  is  to  incise  to  about  three-fourths  of  the  depth 
of  the  induration,  and  introduce  a  pkdget  of  lint  saturated  with  crtasote. 
He  renews  lint  twice  daily  for  a  few  days,  and  removes  with  the  scissora 
all  dead  ti&sue.  In  the  course  of  four  days  he  begins  to  use  preisure  by 
adhesive  plaster.  As  constitiitional  measures  he  advises  Quinine  with  Acid 
Balph.  Aromat.,  or  Tinct.  Ferri.  Ohio,  and  Wine. 
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BroniO'  Chloral  utn . 


Dr.  Wm.  J.  Tharman,  Shelbyville,  IUb,  writes: — I  could  not  practice 
medicine  satisfactorily  without  Bromo-Chloralum.  I  have  used  it  in  a  Teiy 
great  number  of  cases  with  the  most  gratifying  results.  In  LeucorrhoBS 
and  foetid  discharges  from  the  female  genital  organs  I  can  recommend  with 
all  confidence  an  injection  of  *^  Bromo  *'  and  as  a  topic  for  ill-conditioned 
ulcers,  boms  and  sores  generally.  I  also  regard  it  inraluable  in  destroying 
all  foBtor  and  disposing  the  parts  to  heal. 


Small^Pox. 


We  have  received  the  following  letter,  which  during  the  prevailing 
•epidemic  we  commend  to  our  readers : 

106  Harrison  Aybkub,  Bostoh,  January  6,  1878. 
Albert  G.  Wilbor,  Druggist,  corner  of  Washington  and  Eliot  streets: 

Dear  Sir : — ^I  take  pleasure  in  awarding  to  you  this  certificate  of  the 
wonderful  results  that  I  deriyed  from  the  use  of  the  Bromo-Chloralum 
purchased  of  yon  some  time  sincf.  In  June  last  I  was  a  victim  to  that 
dreaded  of  all  diseases,  the  small-pox,  and  though  a  great  sufierer,  I  found 
great  relief  in  using  Bromo-Chloralum. 

As  you  well  know,  all  persons  sick  with  small -pox  suffer  more  or  less 
with  a  severe  sore  throat,  caused  by  the  disease.  1  could  get  nothing  to 
relieve  me,  and  in  my  distress  I  requested  my  nurse  to  dilute  some  of  the 
Bromo-Chloralum  with  water,  and  with  the  same  I  gargled  my  throat,  and 
after  two  applications,  to  my  surprise  and  joy,  my  throat  was  entirely 
cured. 

Having  met  with  such  success  in  using  it  for  sore  throat,  I  again  tried 
the  same  for  the  itching,  which  was  Tery  intense,  both  on  my  face  and 
body,  and  I  found  relief  at  once.  I  also  had  cloths  saturated  with  Bromo- 
Ohloralum,  hung  up  in  my  eick  room  and  around  my  bed,  and  found 
to  my  relief,  that  there  was  none  of  the  smell  which  is  always  so  disagree- 
able to  small-pox  patients.  My  physician  stated  to  me  that  in  all  his 
attendance  on  Small -pox  he  had  never  before  seen  a  pitient  where  the  air 
was  so  pure  as  it  was  in  my  room.  I  say  that  Bromo-Chloralum  deserves 
the  credit  of  all  this,  and  I  would  recommend  it  to  all  persons  and  famiUes 
as  the  greatest  preventive  of  the  spreading  of  that  terrible  disease*,  the 

8mall-pox. 

Respectfully  yours, 

E.  A.  MILLARD. 


«M 


'Correspondents  will  oblige  us  by  writing  plainly  their  yame»f  Tofon^ 
County  wid  State,  We,  are  frequently  unable  to  answer  letters  because  theee 
arc  omitted. 
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AR-TEMISIA  ABSINTHIUM. 


BY    JOSEPH   BATES,    M.    D. 


Natukal  Order. — Asteracese. — Anthemidese  of  Lindley. 

In  the  Linnean  Artificial  Classification,  this  plant  will  be  found 
in  Class,  Syngenesia ;  Order,  Polygamia  Superflna, 

Generic  Character. — Involucre  imbricate,  ovate,  with  scales 
rounded,  converging :  ray-florets  subulate :  egret  none :  receptacle 
somewhat  villose,  or  nakedish,  (Flowers  mostly  rounded.) 

Specific  Character. — (Root  Perennial.)     Stem    branching 
panicled  :    leaves  hoary,  radical  ones  triply  pinnatifid  :    divisions 
lanceolate,  toothed,  obtuse ;  cauline  ones  2-pinnatifid,  or  pinnatifid : 
divisions  lanceolate,  acutish;    floral  ones  undivided,   lanceolate. 
Naturalized  in  most  mountain  districts  of  New  England. 

Habitat. — Native  of  Europe. 

Medical  Properties. — Aromatic,  tonic,  and  anthelmintic; 
to  which  some  add  narcotic. 

Dr.  Waring  pbservjes;— **The  flowering  tops  and  the  whole 
plant  are  aromatic,  tonic,  and  anthelmintic.  ^'When  taken  in  large 
doses,  or  for  a  long  period,  they  communicate  a  very  bitter  taste 
to  the  secretions.     So  disagreeable  is  the  plant  to  some  {persons, 
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that  the  smell  of  it  occasions  violent  headache  and  nervous  de- 
rangement 

The  plant  yields  a  green  Volatile  Oil,  having  the  odor  of  Worm- 
wood (01.  Absinthii) ;  a  bitter  principle  (Absinthine) ;  and  an  acid 
(Absinthic  Acid).  Salt  of  Wormwood  (Sal  Absinthii)  is  impure 
Carbonate  of  Potash,  obtained  by  incinerating  Wormwood. 

Wormwood  is  best  given  in  the  form  of  Extract,  in  doses  of 
gr.  V — ^gr.  XX.  Externally  applied,  it  is  said  to  be  discutient  and 
antiseptia" 

History. — Dr.  Stille,  in  adverting  to  its  history,  observes; — 
"Wormwood  appears  to  have  been  very  anciently  and  very  exten- 
sively employed.  In  the  Bible  it  is  several  times  referred  to  as  a 
type  of  bittemesa 

Hippocrates  describes  it  as  an  emmenagogue.  Pliny  enumer- 
ates various  eases  in  which  its  use  is  beneficial  both  internally  and 
externally ;  among  the  former,  he  refers  to  its  stomachic,  carmina- 
tire,  ton4  emme^ogue,  and  anthelmintic  qualities,  and  among 
the  latter,  he*  mentions  its  power  of  healing  sores.  Dioscorides 
furnishes  a  similar  account,  and  the  Arabian  writer  add  but  little 
to  the  catalogue  of  its  virtues." 

An  English  author  says  that  the  leaves  put  into  sour  beer  soon 
destroy  the  acescency ;  they  also  resist  putrefaction,  and  are  there- 
foce,  a  principal  ingredient  in  antiseptic  fomentations. 

A  London  author  states  that  Linneus  mentions  two  cases,  where- 
in an  essence  prepared  from  this  plant,  and  taken  for  a  consider' 
able  time,  forbidding  the  use  of  wine  and  acids,  prevented  the  for- 
mation of  stones  in  the  kidneys  or  bladder ;  and  though  like  other 
bitters,  it  will  weaken  the  action  of  the  nervous  system,  in  these 

• 

instances  it  did  not  produce  that  effect  The  Editor  of  the  IJni- 
versal  Herbal  observes ; — "The  plant  steeped  in  boiling  water,  and 
repeatedly  applied  to  a  bruise,  will  speedily  remove  the  pain,  and 
prevent  the  swelling  and  discoloration  of  the  part.  An  infusion 
of  it  given  to  a  nurse  makes  her  milk  bitter ;  and  it  gives  a  bitter- 
ness to  the  flesh  of  sheep  that  eat  it  Wormwood  leaves  give  out 
nearly  the  whole  of  their  smell  and  taste  both  to  aqueous  and 
spirituous  menstrua ;  the  cold  water  infusions  are  the  least  offen- 
sive. A  bitter  of  little  or  no  particular  flavor  may  be  extracted 
from  it,  either  in  a  solid  form,  or  in  that  of  a  watery  or  spirituous 
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solution.  The  spirituous  extract  seems  preferable  as  a  vermifuge. 
Meyriok  informs  us,  that  a  light  infusion  of  the  tops  of  this  plant, 
is  excellent  for  most  disorders  to  which  the  stomach  is  subject, 
creating  an  appetite,  promoting  digestion,  and  preventing  sickness 
after  meals ;  but  will  produce  the  contrary  eflfect  if  made  too  strong. 
The  flowers,  dried  and  powdered,  destroy  worms  more  eflFectually 
than  worm-seed,  and  are  excellent  in  aguea  The  expressed  juice  of 
the  leaves  operates  by  urine ;  and  though  insufferably  nauseous, 
it  is  good  in  the  jaundice  and  dropsy."  The  author,  above  quoted 
describes  forty-four  species  of  artemisia. 

Thebapbutical  Employment. — Dyspepsia. — Dr.  Waring  ob- 
serves;— "In  Dyspepsia,  Wormwood,  as  a  pure,  bitter  tonic, 
proves  serviceable.  It  is  best  given  in  infusion,  of  which  fl.  oz.  1 — 
fl.  oz.  iss.  may  be  taken  three  or  four  times  daily.  It  has  no  ad- 
vantage over  less  disagreeable  medicines  of  the  same  clasa''  Dr. 
BtiU^  states ;  "As  a  stomachic  tonic,  wormwood  is  one  of  the  most 
common  and  useful  among  those  employed  in  Europe.  The  union 
of  its  stimulant  and  bitter  principles  adapts  it  to  a  large  class  of 
cases  in  whidi  the  appetite  is  feeble  and  the  digestion  impaired, 
independently  of  an  inflammatory  or  organic  chimge  of  the  stom- 
ach, and  whether  the  dyspepsia  exists  as  an  independent  affection 
or  in  connection  with  constitutional  derangement" 

Bismuth,  or  pepsine  will  frequently  be  found  advantageous,  as- 
sociated with  this  agent ;  especially  the  latter,  if  the  affection  be 
connected  with  deficient  secretion  of  gastric  juica 

iNTERMiTTENTa — M.  Muys,  as  quoted  by  Waring,  considers 
Artemisia  Absinthium,  in  intermittents,  equal  to  Cinchona.  He 
speaks  highly  of  its  efficacy,  and  advises  it  in  doses  of  gr.  xx. — 
3  ij,  immediately  on  the  approach  of  pyrexia.  Dr.  Stills  says, 
formerly  absinth  was  commonly  aAd  successfully  prescribed  for 
the  cure  of  'nild  cases  of  intermittent  fever,  but  chiefly  as  a  do- 
mestic remedy.  Many  authors  in  this  country  and  Europe,  make 
forvorable  mention  of  this  plant  in  the  treatment  of  this  malady. 

Epilepsy. — Dr.  Waring  observes ; — In  epikpsy^  the  freshly-pow- 
dered root  (grs.  1 — Ikxx)  given  in  hot  beer  an  hour  before  an  ex- 
pected paroxysm,  is  stated  to  be  very  efficacious  in  preventing  its 
occurrenca  It  produces  copious  diaphoresis.  In  ten  cases  in 
which  it  was  used  by  Hufeland,  8  recovered,  8  were  relieved,  and 
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4  received  no  benefit  (Hufeland's  Journ.,  1872.  Also  Burdack.) 
Several  high  German  authorities  bear  witness  to  its  efficacy,  and 
Dr.  EUiotsoa  details  a  case  evidently  benefitted  by  its  use."  (Lan- 
cet, July  9,  1836.)  It  has  been  used  by  many  in  this  malady  with 
tolerably  good  success.  Dr.  Sdlld  remarks : — "Like  other  tonics, 
it  has  been  recommended  in  epilepsy." 

Bromide  of  Potassium,  alternated  with  tKis  agent,  in  doses  of 
gr.  X. — XX,  three  times  a  day,  will  be  found  beneficial  in  many 
casea 

Worms. — Dr.  Waring  says: — ^^ Against  Worms,  it  has  beeb 
successfully  employed,  but  it  has  fallen  into  disuse,  not  so  much 
from  its  inefficiency,  as  from  its  intensely  bitter  and  disagreeable 
taste.  Dose,  as  a  vermifuge  gr.  Ix — ^gr.  cxx.  in  Aq.  fl.  oz.  v.  It 
should  be  followed  by  a  brisk  cathartic.  M.  Cazin  speaks  very 
favorably  of  it,  and  considers  that  it  not  only  expels  worms,  but, 
if  continued,  prevents  their  reproduction."  {Dublin  Quarterly 
Journal^  May,  1850.) 

Chorea. — Waring  states  that  it  has  been  used  with  advantage  in 
chorea.  Wutzer  is  quoted  as  having  employed  it  successfully  in 
the  convulsive  diseases  of  childhood.  It  was  recommended  by 
Biermann  in  Eclamsia  Infantum^  occurring  during  dentition.  He 
advised  it*  to  be  given  to  children  in  gradually  increasing  doses, 
commencing  with  half  a  grain  ;  and  giving,  an  hour  afterw^ards,  a 
grain,  and  in  two  hours,  two  grains,  which  is  xisually  the  last  dose 
required.  (Dunglinson's  New  Remedies).  Neumeister  is  quoted 
by  Dunglinson,  as  having  spoken  of  the  good  effects  of  Artemisia 
when  combined  with  assafoetida  in  chorea  and  in  the  somnambulism 
of  children. 

External  Employment — Stills  remarks  that  externally,  the 
decoction  of  wormwood  has  been  used  as  a  dressing  for  indolent 
and  other  unhealthy  ulcers. 

Dr.  King  says,  externally,  it  is  used  in  the  form  of  a  fomentation, 
or  diluted  tincture  of  the  flowers^  both  to  prevent  and  discuss 
local  inflammations,  and  to  remove  ecchymosia  It  has  also  been 
recommended  in  a  great  variety  of  diseases  by  Kolreutter,  such  as 
tormina,  unaccompanied  by  inflammation:  in  the  diarrhoea  of 
children  and  adults ;  in  sporadic  cases  of  clwlera  morbus,  and  in 
dysentery,  after  the  bloody  evacuations  had  ceased;  in  gastric 
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Jevers,  ont  heir  assumiDg  a  nervous  character ;  and  in  dysphagia^ 
•cardialffia,  chronic  cephalalgia,  and  neuralgia  of  the  face,  in  chlorosis 
and  in  chronic  vomiting^  scirrhus  of  the  stomach,  obstruction  of  the 
catamenia,  etc.,  (Dunglison's  new  remedies.) 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract        -        -        Dose,  1-8  to  2-3  Dram. 
Solid  Extract    -        -        -        "        3  to  5  Grains. 

TINCTURE  OF  WORMWOOD. 

Fluid  Extract        .        -        -        .      Two  Ouncea 
Diluted  Alcohol        -        -        -    Fourteen  Ounces. 
Dose — Two  to  four  drams. 

WINE   OF   WORMWOOD. 

Fluid  Extract        .        -        .        .     Four  Ounces. 

Sherry  Wine One  Pint 

Dose — One  and  a  half  to  three  drams. 

SYRUP   OF  WORMWOOD. 

Fluid  Extract        -        .        -        .      Two  Ounces. 

Syrup Six  Ounces. 

Dose — One  to  two  drams. 

FOMENTATION  OF  WORMWOOD. 

Fluid  Extract        .        .        .        .     Four  Ounces. 
Water Twelve  Ounces. 


■♦-•- 


NEPETA  CATARIA. 
{Catnij),) 


BY  JOTEPII   BATES,    M.   D. 


Natural  Order. — Lamiacece. 

Lindley  and  Jussieu  located  this  plant  in  Natural  Order,  Labia- 
teoe. 

Il  the  sexual  system,  this  plant  will  be  found  in  class.  Did- 
ynamia,  and  in  Order  Gymnospermia. 

Generic  Chara-cter. — Calyx  dry,  striate ;  corol  with  a  long- 
ish  tube ;  under  lip  with  the  middle  division  crenate ;  throat  with 
a  reflected  margin,;  stamens  approximate. 
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Specific  Charactek. — Flowers,  immerous,  white  or  purplish ; 
root  perennial ;  stem  hoary -pubescent ;  flowera  in  ^f  horled  spikes ; 
leaves  petioled,  cordate,  tooth-serrate. 

Medical  Propertie& — Tonic,  diaphoretic,  carminative,  diu- 
retic, antispasmodic,  and  emmenagogue. 

Habitat. — ^Europe ;  naturalized  in  this  Country. 

History. — Nepeta.  Lat  nepeta,  supposed  to  be  from  nepa  a 
scorpion,  it  being  used  to  cure  their  biles ;  or  from  Ncpete,  a  town 
in  Italy.  In  domestic  practice,  this  plant  is  quite  extensively 
employed  in  a  variety  of  diseasea  In  the  Univei-sal  Herbaf,  twenty 
species  of  this  Genus  are  described,  as  natives  of  Europe,  Asia 
and  Africa  Withering  is  quoted  as  saymg  that  an  infusion  of  the 
plant  is  an  excellent  medicine  in  suppression  of  the  menses,  so 
also  is  the  expressed  juice,  and  may  be  taken  to  the  quantity  of 
two  ounces  for  a  dose.  This  writer,  says  Hill,  prescribed  it  for 
nervous  disorders,  and  the  young  tops,  made  into  a  conserve,  as 
serviceable  in  that  troublesome  complaint,  the  nightmare.  Two 
ounces  of  the  expressed  juice  is  a  dose.  The  Editor  of  the  Herbal 
says : — "It  is  a  good  female  medicine,  and  may  be  used  with  ad- 
vantage in  hysteric  and  other  fits.  The  infusion  moderately 
promotes  the  menses  when  suppressed,  and  the  evacuations  after 
delivery." 

Therapeutic  Employment. 

Flatulent  Colic  of  Children, — As  a  carminative  and  antispasmodic, 
in  the  flatulent  colic  of  ohildren,  this  article  is  frequently  ad- 
ministered with  manifest  benefit  In  cases  where  a  favorable 
response  is  not  soon  obtained,  a  little  paregoric,  or  two  or  three 
drops  of  laudanum  should  be  added  to  the  next  dose.  Porcher 
mentions  the  use  of  this  plant  in  the  flatulent  colic  of  infants,  and 
says  that  this  herb  is  universally  employed.  Cases  arising  from 
habitual  acidity  of  the  primse  viae,  should  be  allowed  small  doses 
of  lime-water  in  conjunction  with  this  remedy.  An  infusion  of 
catnip  and  peppermint  will  often  afford  relief  in  this  affection. 
The  compound  tincture  of  cardamom,  or  the  compound  ISpirit  of 
lavender,  conjoined  with  an  infusion  of  nepeta  catena,  will  be  found 
serviceable  in  the  treatment  of  this  malady. 

Amenorrhoea. — ^Dr.  King  observes,  when  treating  on  this  plant 
that,    "it  has  proved  decidedly  beneficial   in  amenorrhcea  and 
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dysmenorrhoea."      Other  remedies  may  be  used  in  conjunction 
with  this,  such  as  guaiacum,  or  savin. 

Dr.  Pereira  states  that,  in  his  experience,  Savin  is  the  most 
certain  and  powerful  emmenagogue  in  the  whole  Materia  Medica ; 
and  adds,  that  he  has  never  seen  any  ill  effects  from  its  use.  He 
employs  the  oil.  (W.)  Dr.  Dewees  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of 
the  ammoniated  tincture  of  guaiae  in  this  malady.  He  states  that 
he  gives  it  with  a  confidence  which  he  attaches  to  no  other 
medicine :  that  he  has  succeeded  with  it  where  almost  all  other 
emmenagogues  have  failed ;  and  that  for  more  than  forty  years  he 
has  almost  daily  used  this  medicine  in  suppressed  catamenia,  and 
more  especially  in  cases  of  long  standing,  without  its  having  failed 
in  any  instance  proper  for  its  use.     (Waring). 

Hysteria. — Dr.  King  remarks : — "  It  has  been  successfully  em- 
ployed in  nervous  headache,  hysteria,  and  nervous  irritability.'* 

In  the  treatment  of  this  affection  various  remedies  may  be  used 
in  combination  with  the  one  under  consideration,  such  as  assafoQtida, 
camphor,  valerian,  galbanum,  etc. 

JExanthemaious  Diseases. — Dr.  King  says: — "A  warm  infusion 
of  saffron  and  catnip  is  a  very  popular  and  beneficial  remedy  in 
colds,  febrile  and  exanthematous  diseases  to  which  infants  and 
young  children  arc  subject." 

Toothache. — The  leaves  chewed,  or  held  in  contact  with  the 
diseased  tooth,  are  said  to  relieve  toothache.  (K)  Dr.  K.  observes 
in  his  closing  remarks  upon  this  plant : — "  A  fluid  ■  extract  of 
catnip,  valerian,  and  scullcap,  forms  an  excellent  agent  for  the  cure 
of  nervous  headache,  restlessness,  and  many  other  nervous 
symptoms." 

"The  expressed  juice  of  the  herb,  given  in  doses  of  a  table- 
spoonfal  two  or  three  times  a  day,  is  decidedly  a  superior  remedy 
in  amenorrhoea,  often  restoring  the  menstrual  secretion  afler  other 
means  have  failed." 

"The  leaves  ai-e  frequently  used  in  fomentation  as  a  local  ap- 
plication to  painful  and  inflammatory  affections." 

"  Of  the  dried  leaves  in  powder,  two  drachms  may  be  given  for 
a  dose  in  some  liquid,  as  cold  or  warm  water ;  the  infusion,  made 
by  adding  an  ounce  of  the  dried  herb  to  a  pint  of  boiling  wat^er, 
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coveriDg  it,  and  ailowing  it  to  stand  for  a  few  minutes,  may  be 
drunk  as  fi-eely  as  the  stomach  will  permit." 

PREPARATION.' 

Fluid  Extract      -        -        -       Dose,  2  to  -i  Drams. 

INFUSION  OF  CATNIP. 

Fluid  Extract        .        .        .        .      Four  Ounces. 
Water One  Pint. 

Dose — Two  to  four  ounces. 

MIXTURE   OF  CATNIP   AND    SAFFRON. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Catnip  -       Two  Ounces. 

"  "  Saffron      One  and  a  half  Ounces. 

Dose — One  and  a  half  to  three  drams. 

Popular  remedy  in  colds,  febrile  and  exanthematous  diseases  to 
which  infants  and  young  children  are  subject. 

CATNIP   MIXTURE. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Catnip  -        -  Six  Drams. 

"  "  Valerian  -        -     Four     " 

"  "  Scullcap  -        -        -     "        " 

Dose — One  to  three  drams. 

r 

Excellent  in  nervous  headache,  restlessness,  and  many  other 
nervous  symptoms. 
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MEDICAL  SOCIETY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK. 


First  Day's  Proceedings. 
The  Medical  Societv  of  the  State  of  New  York  met  Fc])ruarv  4th, 
1873,  ill  the  Public  Ilall,  Perry  building.  The  meeting  was  called 
to  order  by  the  President,  Dr.  C.  \\,  Agnew,  of  New  York.  Prayer 
by  the  Hev.  Dr.  Clark,  after  whioli  the  President  read  his  inaugur- 
al address. 

MKMBKRS    PRESENT. 

Dr.  Agnew,  President,  Xew  York. 

Dr.  B.  F.  Sherman,  Vice  President,  Ogdensburg. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Bailey,  Secretary,  Albany. 

Permanent  Members, — Dr.  K.  B.  Bontecou,  Pensselaer  County; 
S.  G.  Wolcott,  Oneida  County;  A.  X.  Bell,  Brooklyn;  II.  McNutt, 
Washington  County;  H.  C.  Ilendriek,  McGrawville;  Ferris  Jacobs, 
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Delhi;  J.  H.  Wheeler,  Greene  County ;  J.  Foster  Jenkins,  Yonkers ; 
P.  Stewart,  Peekskill;  H.  S.  Crandall,  Leonardsville;  JohnP.  Sha- 
rer, Little  Falls ;  Alonzo  Churchill,  Utica;  Robert  Frazier,  Camden ; 
-J.  L.  Babcock,  Albany;  S.  F.  McFarland,  Oxford;  Alexander 
Ayres,  Fort  Plain;  C.  C.  Wyckoff,  Buffalo;  S.  T.  Clark,  Lockport; 
Joshua  B.  Graves,  Corning;  G.  L.  Halsey,  XJnadilla;  E.  Odell,  Un- 
udilla;  II.  K.  Willard,  Brooklyn;  John  Ferguson,  Albany;  Joseph 
Bates,  Lebanon  Springs;  N.  C.  Ilusted,  New  York;  C.  G.  Pomeroy, 
Newark;  Charles  E.Kider,Ilochester;  J.  E.  Casey,  Mohawk ;  John 
V.  Lansing,  Albany;  Henry  B.  Whiton,  Troy;  Levi  Moore,  Albany; 
J.  V.  Cobb,  Rome;  Wm.  C.  Wey,  Elmira;  S.  0.  Yanderpoel, 
Tompkins ville;  J.  Y.  P.  Quackenbush,  Albany;  A.  L.  Saunders, 
Brooktield;  L.  B.  Cotes,  Batavia;  T.  Burton,  Fultonville;  John  P. 
Gray,  Utica;  J.  N.  Northrop,  Albany;  H.  W.  Dean,  Rochester; 
■James  Ferguson,  Glen's  Falls;  T.  A.  Emmet,  New  York;  J.  C.  Hut- 
chison, Brooklyn;  W.  T.  Bassett,  Cooperstown;  Caleb  Green,  Ho- 
mer; Darwin  Colvin,  Clyde;  William  H.  Craig,  Albany. 

Delegates — Drs.  Jabez  Allen,  Erie  county;  A.T.Douglas,  Ulstel* 
county;  F.  B.  A.  Lewis,  Jefferson  county;  C.  P.  Palmer,  Niagara 
county;  J.  K.  Stanchfield,  Chemung  county;  E.  H.  Bridges,  St. 
Lawrence  county;  IT.  Knapp,  New  York;  F.  N.  Otis,  New  York; 
J.  R.  Learning,  New  York;  8.  Van  Etten,  Orange  county;  E.  Krack- 
owizer,  New  York;  Ira  A.  Darling,  Franklin  county;  W.  H.  Nel- 
son, Oneida  county;  D.  B.  St.  J.  Roosa,  New  York;  S.  Caro,  New" 
York;  C.  A.  Robertson,  Albany;  Daniel  V.  O'Leary,  Albany;  Wil- 
liam T.  Ely,  Monroe  county;  Matthew  H.  Burton,  Troy;  James 
Ross,  New  York;  E.  C.  Moc,  Ithaca;  A.  H.  Crosby,  Lewis  county; 
W.  Gould,  Buffalo;  Daniel  D.  Bucklin,  Lansingburgh ;  F.N.  Root, 
Madison;  G.  W.  Barr,  Pennsylvania;  W.  B.  Sprague,  Greene  coun- 
ty; Henry  March,  Albany;  E.  Storck,  Buffalo;  B.  L.  Hovey,  Ro- 
chester; Wm.  B.  Alley,  Livingston  county;  George  W.  Metcalf, 
Tioga  county;  Lewis  Post,  Seneca  county;  Charles  W.  Packard, 
New  York;  'w.  T.  White,  New  York;  W.  W.  Porter,  Geddes;  W. 
M.  Chamberlin,  New  York;  G.  S.  Winslow,  New  York;  A.  E.  M. 
Purdy,  New  York;  W.  W.  Crandall,  Allegany  county;  J.  S.  Prout, 
Kings  county;  Eugene  Beach,  Gloversville ;  B.  A.  Segur,  Brooklyn; 
T.  J.  Wheeler,  Cattaraugus  county;  Robert  Newman,  New  York; 
George  Douglas,  Oxford;  Henry  Gray,  Greenwich;  A.  W.  Tup- 
per,  N.  Granville;  Amos  Fowler,  Albany;  B.  A.  Mynderse,  Schen- 
ectady. 

Invited  (rttestH — Di-s.  J.  G.  Porteous,  Warren  county;    J.  W.  S. 
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Gouley,  New  York;  Jas.  S.  Bailey,  Albany;  Frederick  0.  Curtis, 
Albany;  H.  M.  Smith,  Norwich;  W.  F.  NuUen,  Newark;  George 
T.  Stevens,  Albany;  Wm.  T.  Swart,  Canandaigua;  T.  C.  Wallace, 
Cambridge;  Asahel  Perry,  Washington  county;  Stephen  G.  Dela- 
mater,  Schenectady. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Vanderpoel,  a  committee  of  three  was  appoint- 
ed by  the  President  on  the  President's  address. 

The  President  then  announced  the  following  committees: 

On  Credentials — Drs.  W.  H.  Craig,  of  Albany;  J.  G.  Orton,  of 
Binghampton;   P.  V.  S.  Pruyn,  of  Kinderhook. 

Drs.  Orton  and  Pruyn  not  being  present,  Drs.  A.  L.  Saunders,  of 
Brookfield,  Madison  county,  and  C.  E.  Rider,  of  Rochester,  were 
appointed  in  their  place. 

Business  Committee — ^Drs.  Ellsworth  Eliot,  of  New  York;  J.  V. 
Kendall,  of  Baldwinsville;  G.  H.  Hubbard,  of  Lansingburgh. 

Committee  on  Arrangements  and  Receptions — Drs.  J.  V.  P. 
Quackenbush  and  W.  H.  Bailey,  of  Albany;  Darwin  Colvin,  of 
Clyde,  Wayne  county. 

Committee  on  Medical  Ethics — Drs.  Thomas  Hun,'  of  Albany; 
E.  R.  Squibb,  of  Brooklyn;  D.  B.  St.  John  Roosa,  of  New  York. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Frazier,  of  Camden,  Oneida  county,  a  com- 
mittee of  three  was  appointed  by  the  president,  to  invite  the  Gov- 
ernor and  such  members  of  the  Legislature  as  belong  to  the  regular 
Medical  profession. 

Committee — Drs.  Robert  Frazier,  of  Camden,  Oneida  county; 
Lewis  Post,  of  Lodi,  Seneca  county;  Thompson  Burton,  of  Fulton- 
ville,  Montgomery  county. 

The  President  then  introduced  Dr.  G.  W,  Barr,  of  Titusville, 
delegate  from  the  Pennsylvania  Medical  Society.  Dr.  Barr  was 
formerly  from  this  State  and  served  in  the  late  war,  under  a  com- 
mission tendered  him  by  Dr.  Vanderpoel,  then  Surgeon  General  of 
New  York. 

Dr.  Eliot,  chairman  of  the  Business  committee,  annouced  a  paper 
by  George  Burr,  of  Binghamton,  to  be  read  by  Dr.  Wm.  C.  Wey, 
of  Elmira,  Dr.  Burr  being  absent.  Subject  of  paper:  A  case  of 
occlusion  of  the  femoral  artery  from  fracture  of  the  femur,  follow- 
ed by  mortification  and  amputation.  It  was  referred  Jo  the  com- 
mittee on  publication.  The  business  committee  also  announced  a 
paper  by  E.  H.  Bridges  of  Ogdensburg.     Subject:   Disease  of   the 
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left  ovary  resulting  in  fatal  hemorrhage.     Referred  to  publishing 
committee. 

The  following  papers  were  read  by  title :  "Obituary  Notice  of 
Dr.  Darius  Clark,"  by  Dr.  B.  F.  Sheiman;  "Hernia,"  by  J.  H.  Pool- 
ey,  of  Yonkers;  "The  Effects  of  Railroad  Traval  on  the  Health  of 
Women,",  by  Eli  Van  De  Warker;  "Idiopathic  Peritonitis,"  by  Dr. 
Joseph  Lewi,  of  Albany;  all  of  which  were  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  publication. 

Dr.  D.  B.  St.  John  Roosa,  of  New  York,  read  a  paper,  entitled 
"History  of  the  Progress  of  Otology,"  which  was  discussed  by  Dr. 
Knapp,  of  New  York.     It  was  referred  to  the  publishing  committee. 

Dr.  Wm.  B.  Alley,  of  Nunda,  read  a  paper  on  "The  Ultimate  Re- 
sult of  Nerve  Injuries  in  Gunshot  Wounds,"  which  was  discussed 
by  the  members  of  the  society.  .  i 

The  business  committee  inquired  what  disposition  the  society 
would  direct  in  regard  to  papers  of  invited  members. 

Dr.  Roosa  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  requested  to  consider  papers 
that  may  be  presented  by  invited  members  of  the  society,  and  cause 
them  to  be  read  if  thought  expedient. 

The  president  announced  the  following  committee  on  president's 
address:  Drs.  Vanderpoel,  John  P.  Gray,  E.  Krackowizer.  . 
The  Society  then  adjourned  until  3  p.  m. 

AFTERXOOX   SESSIOX. 

Dr.  Agnew,  President  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  J.  W.  S.  Gouley,  of'  New  York,  read  a  paper  on  "Perineal 
Lithotomy,"  which  was  discussed  by  Dr.  Krackowizer,  of  New 
York,  and  Dr.  Hutchison,  of  Brooklyn. 

The  President  announced  the  following  committee  on  nomina- 
tions: 

First  district,  Dr.  J.  C.  Hutchison;  second.  Dr.  J.  Foster  Jenkins; 
third.  Dr.  H.  B.  Whiton;  fourth.  Dr.  Alexander  Ayers;  fifth,  Dr. 
Alonzo  Churchill;  sixth,  Dr.  William  C.  Wey;  seventh,  Dr.  Caleb 
Green;  eighth.  Dr.  H.  W.  Dean. 

Dr.  Vanderpoel  read  his  report  in  regard  to  changing  the  time  of 
meeting  of  this  Society. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Eliot,  the  report  was  received,  and  the  discus- 
sion postponed  till  the  evening  session. 
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Dr.  Thomas  Addis  Emmet  read  a  paper  on  '^Laceration  of  the 
Perineum,  involving  the  Sphincter,  and  Operation  for  Securing 
Union  of  the  Muscle."  It  was  refeiTed  to  the  committee  on  publi- 
•cation. 

Dr.  E.  H^  Parker  remarked  upon  a  case  of  "  Dislocation  of  the 
Tarsus  from  the  Astragalus,"  exhibiting  the  specimen. 

Dr,  K  M;  Moore,  of  Rochester,  read  a  paper  on  "Intra-Capsular 
Fracture,"  illustrated  by  two  cases.  It  was  discussed  by  Dr.  Gur- 
•don  Buck,  Dr.  Douglas  and  Dr.  A.  N.  Bell: 

Dr.  E.  M.  Hunt,  delegate  from  the  New  Jersey  State  Medical 
Society,  was  then  introduced  to  the  society  and  responded  grace- 
fully to  his  introduction. 

The  Secretary,  Dr.  W.  H.  Bailey,  read  the  following:  The  JNled- 
ical  Society  of  the  county  of  Albany  requests  the  pleasure  of  meet- 
ing the  members  of  the  State  Society,  delegates,  permanent,  hon- 
orary and  invited  members,  in  this  room  (Perry  hall)  to-morrow, 
AYednesday  evening,  at  9  o'clock,  immediately  after  the  President's 
address.     On  motion  the  invitation  was  accepted. 

Dr.  Eliot,  from  business  committee,  read  the  following  papers 
by  title,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  publishing  committee: 

•"Case  of  Fatty  Tumors  of  the  Abdomen,"  by  James  S.  Bailey,  m.  i>. 

'"Senile  Hypertrophy  of  the  Prostrate  Gland,"  by  James  S.  Bail- 
<ey,  M.  D. 

"  Unusual  Case  of  Inflammation  of  the  Urinary  Organs,"  S.  T. 
Clark,  :VL  D.      . 

On  motion,  the  society  adjourned  to  meet  at  eight  in  the  evening. 

KVEXIXCi    SESSION. 

The  Society  came  together  at  8  v.  m..  Dr.  B.  F.  Sherman,  Vice- 
President,  in  the  chair. 

The  chairman  of  committee  on  pharmacopoeia,  read  the  report, 
on  motion,  was  accepted. 

A  paper  entitled  "Dropsy  after  Scarlatina,"  by  Dr.  George  Doug- 
las, was  read  by  title  and  referred  to  publication  committee. 

Tlie  report  of  the  committee  on  changing  the  time  of  meeting  of 
the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York  was  then  taken  up 
in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  business  committee; 
Various  motions  and  amendments  were  submitted,  and  while  the 
matter  was  under  discussion  a  motion  to  adjourn  to  meet  at  nine 
o'clock  on  Wednesday  morning  was  made,  seconded  and  unanimous- 
ly adopted. 
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Second  Day— Morning  Session. 

The  Society  met,  agreeable  to  adjournment,  at  nine  o'clock,  Dr. 

Agnew,  the  President,  in  the  chair.     No  clergyman  being  present^ 

the  President  opened  the  meeting  with  prayer.     The  Secretary  read 

the  minutes  of  Tuesday's  sessions.     On  motion  they  were  adopted. 

Dr  Oliver  White,  of  New  York,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
By-Laws,  through  the  Secretary,  made  his  report.  The  report  was. 
received. 

The  Secretary  announced  that  he  had  received  letters  from  several 
distinguished  physicians  regretting  their  inability  to  be  present  at 
this  meeting.  Among  others  he  mentioned  Dr.  Henry  I.  Bowditch> 
of  Boston  :  Dr.'  C.  E.  Brown-Sequard,  of  New  York  ;  Dr.  William 
Brodie,  of  Detroit  ;  and  E.  M.  Snow,  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 

Dr.  F.  N.  Otis,  of  New  York,  read  a  paper  on  "Strictures  of  the 
Male  Urethra,  with  Results  of  Operation  with  the  Urethrotome." 

Dr.  Gouley,  of  New  York,  and  Dr»  Newman,  of  New  York,  dis- 
cussed the  paper. 

Dr.  Roosa  arose  to  a  question  of  privilege,  making  remarks  and 
explanations  regarding  a  paper  in  the  Transactions  of  last  year  by 
Dr.  Steph^en  Rogers,  of  New  York. 

Dr.  James  R.  Learning,  of  New  York,  read  a  paper  on  "Plastic 
Exudation  within  the  Pleura."  Referred  to  the  publishing  commit- 
tee. 

Dr.  Charles  H.  Porter,  treasurer,  made  his  annual  report.  On 
motion,  it  was  referred  to  the  following  auditing  committee,  ap- 
pointed by  the  chair  :  Drs.  J.  V.  Cobb,  H.  Corliss  and  Staats. 

Dr.  Eliott  offered  the  following  resolution  ; 

Resolved.  That  candidates  elected  to  permanent  membership,  who 

neglect  to  pay  the  fee  required  by  our  by-law,  for  one  year  from 
the  date  of  their  election,  shall  forfeit  their  rights  as  permanent 

members.     Adopted. 

Dr  A.  N.  Bell,  read  his  report  on  the  "Quarantine  establishment 

of  New  York,**  being  a  report  of  the  committee  on  Hygiene. 

Dr.  Frazier  reported  as  follows  :  Your  committee  appointed  to 
invite  the  Governor,  and  medical  gentlemen  who  are  members  of 
the  Legislature,  have  performed  that  duty.     Received. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Burger,  of  Saratoga  county,  pi'esented  a  specimen  of  a 
diseased  kidney  wittf  a  description  of  the  case.  It  was  referred  to 
the  publishing  committee. 
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Dr.  Wm.  T.  Lusk,  of  New  York,  read  a  paper  on  the  Pathology 
of  Labor  Pains.     It  was  referred  to  the  publishing  committee. 

Dr.  Gurdon  Buck  presented  a  case  of  reconstruction  of  the  uuder 
lip.     Referred. 

Dr.  Cobb,  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  treasurer's 
report,  reported  that  they  had  examined  the  same  and  find  it  to  be 
correct. 

Dr.  M.  H.  Eddy,  of  Middlebury,  Vermont,  delegate  from  the 
Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  was  introduced  to  the 
society  ;  also  Dr.  John  J.  H.  Love,  delegate  from  the  New  Jersey 
State  Medical  Society  ;  also  Dr.  S.  L.  F.  Simpson,  of  Concord  New 
Hampshire,  all  of  whom  responded  to  their  introductions. 

Dr.  Lewis  A.  Sayre  read  a  paper  on  Diastasis  of  Head  of  Femur 
and  Formation  of  Artificial  Hip  Joint.  Referred  to  the  publishing 
committee. 

Dr.  J.  V.  P.  Quackenbush  read  a  paper  on  Hydrorrhoea. 

The  committee  on  Ethics  reported  regarding  the  Niagara  County 
Medical  Society.    The  report  was  unanimously  adopted.     . 

An  obituary  of  Dr.  P.  Van  Olinda,  by  Dr.  A  Vaa  Derveer,  was 
read  by  title  and  referred  to  the  publishing  committee. 

On  motion  the  society  adjourned  to  meet  at  2.30  p.  m. 

AFTERNOON   SK88I0N. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Dr.  Agnew. 
Dr.  Douglass  made  his  teport  as  ddegate  to  the  Connecticut  State 
Medical  Society.  Dr.  Corliss  reported  as  delegate  to  the  Maine 
Medical  Association.  Dr.  Newman  reported  as  delegate  to  the  New 
Jersey  State  Medical  Society.  \ 

Dr.  Jacobi,  from  the  Committee  on  Foundling  Asylums,  made  his 
report.  Dr.  Joel  Foster  made  a  minority  report  on  the  same.  On 
motion  the  majority  report  was  accepted  and  adopted. 

Dr.  Kendall,  of  Baldwinsville,  oflfered  the  following  : 
Resolved,  That  the  by-laws  of  this  Society  be  altered  so  that  sec- 
tion eleven  of  paragraph  three  shall  read  as  follows  : 

T3,  §  11.  At  the  annual  meeting,  at  the  close  of  the  morning 
session  of  the  first  day,  the  members  of  the  society  shall  be  organ- 
ized into  eight  committees  by  senatorial  districts,  as  established  by 
the  law  of  1836,  the  members  present  from  dUch  district  constitu- 
ting one  committee,   each  of  which  shall  elect  one  member ;  the 
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raembei-8  thus  elected,  with  one  appointed  by  the  President  as  chair- 
man, shall  constitute  the  committee  of  nominations. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table  for  the 
present.     Carried. 

Dr.  Storck  offered  the  following  : 

Resolved  That  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  relative  to  the  medical 
laws  of  the  State  of  New  York,"  passed  by  both  houses  of  the 
Legislature  last  year,  but  vetoed  by  Governor  Hoffman,  meets 
with  the  approval  of  this  society. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  chair 
to  take  all  necessary  steps  to  secure  the  passage  of  said  act  by  the 
Legislature  during  its  present  session. 

Dr.  Yanderpoel,  Dr.  Squibb  and  Dr.  E.  M.  Moore  discussed  the 
resolution. 

On  motion,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Dr.  Newman  offered  the  following  : 

Resolved,  That  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  this  annual  meet- 
ing to  the  fourth  Tuesday  in  September,  for  the  transaction  of  ex. 
ecutird  business. 

Resolved,  That  after  this  year  the  annual  meeting  shall  be  held 
at  Albany  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  September. 

Resolved,  T^at  the  Secretary  be  authorized  to  make  the  amend- 
ment of  the  by-laws  legal,  if  legislation  is  required. 

After  much  discussion  the  whole  subject  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Dr.  B.  L.  Hovey  read  a  report  of  five  consecutive  casses  of  Col- 
Jes  fracture.    It  was  referred  to  the  publication  committee. 

Dr.  J.  P.  Gay  exhibited  to  the  Society  micro-photograph  of 
brain  tissue. 

Dr.  H.  Knapp  read  a  paper  on  "Hemiopic  and  Sector-like  Defects 
of  the  Field  of  Vision,  and  their  Connection  with  Diseases  of  the 
Heart  and  Brain."    It  was  referred  to  the  business  committee. 

D.  J.  P.  Palmer,  of  Victor,  Ontario  county,  read  a  paper  on 
"Spotted  Fever." 

Dr.  Corliss  read  the  "Biography  of  Dr.  B.  P.  Staats,  of  Albany." 

The  following  papers  were  read  by  title  and  referred  to  the  pub- 
lishing committee  : 

Three  Cases  of  Abcess  and  Pelvic  Peritonitis  from  Ulceration  of 
of  the  A))pondix  Vermifonnis  Relieved  by  operation,"  by  Dr.  R. 
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B.  Bontecou,  of  Troy  ;  "Complete  Dislocation  of  the  tenth  Dorsal 
Vertebra  Forwards,"  by  Dr.  Graves,  of  Steuben  county  ;  "On  the 
Use  of  Atropine  in  some  Diseases  of  the  Eye,"  by  Dr.  Edwin 
Hutchinson,  of  Utica — sent  as  a  communication  by  the  Oneida 
County  Medical  Society. 

Dr.  Babcock  reported  for  the  censors  of  the  eastern  district  that 
they  examined  E.  V.  Stryker  and  found  him  well  qualified,  and  re- 
commended him  as  a  proper  person  to  receive  a  diploma  from  this 
society. 

The  society  adjourned  to  meet  at  8  p.  m.,  at  the  Assembly  Cham- 
ber, to  hear  the  address  of  the  President,  after  which  to  attend  an 
entertainment  given  the  society  by  the  Albany  County  society  at 
Perry  Hall.  The  Society  meets  again  at  9.30  on  Thursday  morning 
at  the  Perry  building. 

— Last  evening  a  reception  was  given  to  the  State  Society,  by  the 
Albany  County  Medical  Society,  at  the  rooms  in  Perry  Building. 
It  was  a  delightful  social  entertainment.  A  large  number  of  promi- 
nent citizens  were  present,  who  united  with  the  physicians  of  the 
city  in  contributing  to  the  pleasure  of  the  members  of  the  society. 
A  very  happy  imj)romptu  address  was  made  by  W.  H.  Bogart,  Esq. 
the  scholarly  correspondent  of  the  World,  "Sentinel."  A  table, 
heavily  loaded  with  a  rich  banquet,  wjis  supi)lied  by  La  Grange. 
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Third  Day's  Proceedings— Morning  Session. 
The  Society  met  at  9:30  a.  m.     The  president.  Dr.  Agnew,  in  the 
chair.     Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Kev.  Mr.  Keeves.     The  minutes 
were  read  and  approved. 

Dr.  Vanderpoel,,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  President's 
address,  read  their  report,  and  after  it  was  accepted  and  adopted. 

Dr.  liobertson,  of  Albany,  read  a  paper  entitled  "Cases  in  Prac- 
tice."    Referred. 

Dr.  J.  Marion  Sims,  read  a  paper  entitled,  "A  case  of  Enuclea- 
tion and  removal  of  an  Intra  Uterine  P^ibroid  Tumor,"  with  instru- 
ments for  the  same.     Referred. 

Dr.  Hermon  Wendell  was  invited  with  a  number  of  other  medi- 
cal gentlemen,  by  the  committee  on  reception. 
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Dr.  Wm.  C.  Wey,  read  a  paper  entitled,  "Some  observations  con- 
cerning the  Hypodermic  injection  of  Ergot  in  Uterine  Fibroids. 

It  was  disscussed  by  Drs.  Sims  and  Squibb  and  other  gentlemen, 
and  then  referred  to  the_  committee  on  publication. 

Dr.  J.  N.  Northrop,  of  Albany,  presented  a  case  of  congenital 
loss  of  the  right  arm,  with  remarks  upon  it. 

Dr.  Jacobi  believed  that  it  was  a  case  of  arrested  development, 
the  reasons  for  which  he  explained  in  full. 

The  business  committee  read  the  following  papers  by  title; 

Penetrating  gun  shot  wounds  of  cranium  with  recovery.  By  A. 
Van  Derveer,  M.  D. 

Dr.  D.  Dcvol  presented  two  pathological  specimens. 

Dr.  A.  X.  Bell  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Standing  Committee  on  Hygiene  be  added  to, 
and  hereafter  recognized  as  one  of  the  standing  committees  under 
section  111,  page  20,  of  Organiisation  and  By-Laws  of  the  Society, 
and  that  said  committee  i)lace  itself  in  immediate  correspondence 

with  the  county  societies. 

Unanimously  adopted. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  the  Committee  on  Hy- 
giene: 

Drs.  A.  X.  Bell,  S.  O.  Yanderpoel,  H.  D.  Didama,  H.  W.  Dean, 
Joh,n  Ordronaux,  Stephen  Smith,  C.  li.  Agnew. 

The  nominating  committee  reported  through  their  Secretary,  Dr. 
J.  Foster  Jenkins,  as  follows:  The  committee  on  nominations  have 
the  honor  to  report  that  they  have  unanimously  agreed  to  recom- 
mend to  the  society  the  following  nominations  to  office  for  the  en- 
suing year: 

For  President,  Dr.  E.  M.  Moore,  of  Rochester;  Vice-President, 
Dr  Francis  Burdick,  of  Johnstown ;  Secretary,  Dr.  William  H. 
Bailey,  of  Albany;  Treasur,  Dr.  Charles  H.  Porter,  of  Albany. 

FOR    CENSORS. 

Southern  District — Dr.  E.  R.  Squibb,  of  Brooklyn;  Dr.  E.  H. 
Parker,  of  Poughkeepsie;  Ellsworth  Eliot,  of  Xew  York. 

Eastern  District — Dr.  John  P.  Shaver,  of  Herkimer;  Dr.  James 
L.  Babcock,  Albany;  Dr.  G.  H.  Hubbard,  of  Lansingburgh. 

Middle  District — Dr.  M.  M.  Bagg,  of  Utica;  Dr.  Horace  Lathrop, 
of  Cooperstownj  Dr.  C.  G.  Bacon,  of  Fulton. 
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Western  District — Dr.  Caleb  Green,  of  Homer  ;  C.  C.  WyckofF, 
of  Buffalo;  Dr.  D.  Colvin,  of  Clyde. 

AS    PERMANENT    MEMBERS. 

First  District — Dr.  Robert  Xewman,  Di:,  S.  Marion  Sims,  of  Xew 
York  county. 

Second  District — Dr.  T.  Biaacli  Smith,  of  Kockland  County;  Dr. 
Wm.  H.  Helm,  of  Westcliester  county. 

Third  District — Dr.  E.  R.  Hun,  of  Albany  county;  Dr.  R.  H. 
Ward,  of  Rensselaer  county. 

Fourth  District — Dr.  John  Parr,  of  Montgomery  county;  Dr.  D. 
G.  Dodge,  of  Clinton  countv>^--^^M   M  Ea^'^^ 

Fifth  District — Dr.  H.  J&Cj^  ^l^-Ui^gJa^r^^  Jcflj^on  county;  Dr. 
Wm.  L.  Baldwin,  of  OnpSJi  <foiii|fevp^  A  "R  Y  ^  i 

Sixth  District — Dr.  J.\S.  Dolson,  of  Steuben  cQ(mty;  Dr.  AVm. 
Fitch,  of  Tompkins  countV  ^  t^  .  ,  /-CkV*  y 

Seventh  District — Dr.  Geo^g'ii^i^^^lg^yii^n  Onondaga  county; 
Dr.  E.  W.  Simmons,  of  Ontario  county. 

Eighth  District — Dr.  C.  N.  Palmer,  of  Niagara  county;  Dr.  J. 
R.  Cotes,  of  Genesee  county. 

The  Gentlemen  nominated  by  the  nominating  committee  were 
unanimously  elected. 

Dr.  Jenkins  offered  a  resolution,  as  a  part  of  the  report  of  the 
committee,  that  no  one  should  be  eligible  for  election  to  permanent 
membership  until  he  had  been  a  delegate  for  three  years. 

Dr.  Squibb  moved  to  amend  this  so  as  to  require  delegates  to  be 
present  at  the  meetings  and  serve  for  three  years.  After  consider- 
able discussion  the  resolution  was  carried  as  amended,  and  the  re- 
port  of  the  committee  adopted. 

Dr.  F.  B.  A.  Lewis  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  .That  this  society  extend  their  sincere  thanks  to  the 
officers  and  members  of  the  Albany  County  Medical  Society  for 
their  ^munificent  entertainment  and  warm  reception  of  last  evening. 
Carried. 

Dr.  Agnew  made  a  few  appropriate  remarks  in  conclusion  of  his 
service  as  president. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Eliot,  the  society  adjourned. 
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IRREGULARITY  OF  TEETHING,  A  MEANS  OF  DI- 
AGNOSIS OF  BEGINNING  RHACHITIS. 


L.  Fleschmall. — [Wiener  Med.  Wdche7ischrift,  ^o.  50,    1871. 
Allg.  Med.    Cent.  Zeitung.^  1872,  Xos.   1  and  2.]     This  subject  is 
generally  very  briefly  alluded  to  in  text-books  of  diseases  of  child- 
ren, and  generally  with  the  remark  that  rhachitis  is  the  cause  of  a 
.delay  in  the  appearance*  of  the  teeth.     Rhachitis  can  be  hereditary 
or  acquired.     It  is  with  the  latter  class  that  the  author  has  to  do, 
And  it  is  the  most  frequent  form,  affecting  nearly  one-third  of  all 
children.     Rhachitis  is  due  to  a  peculiar  disturbance  of  nutrition  in 
a  growing  body,  a  "dystrophy,"  amenable  with  more  or  less  suc- 
cess to  treatment  at  the  beginning.     Children  nourished  artificially 
are,  for  obvious  reasons,  more  liable  to  it  than  those  brought  up  at 
,the  breast,   and  the  latter,  when  affected,  are  generally  so  after 
^weaning,  that  is  after  the  tenth  or  twelfth  month.     The  disease 
manifests  itself  most  strikingly  in  different  parts  of  the  bony  skele- 
ton, although  other  parts  of  the  body  show  traces  of  insufiicient 
^development.     For  the  increase  of  secretion  of  the  phosphates  in 
the  urine  in  many  cases  of  rhachitis,  we  have  at  the  present  day  no 
sufficient  explanation,  yet  we  know  that  the  treatment,  based  upon 
jthis  symptom,  of  administering  these  salts  has  not  proved  effectual. 
The  phosphates  not  only  serve  for  formation  of  bone,  but  are  also 
.contained  in  the  plastic  juices  as  albumen,  fibrin,  casein,  and,  accord- 
ing to  Liebig,  the  insolubility  of  the  form-elements  is  due  to  the 
.combination  of  the  matters  with  phosphate  of  lime.     This  explains 
the  richness  in  phosphates  of  these  plastic  exudations,  whilst  in 
non-organized  exudations  they  are  absent. 

More  sensitive  than  the  other  bones  to  an  insufficient  supply  of 
^he  phosphates  are  the  teeth,  analysis  showing  them  to  contain  98 
.per  cent,  of  inorganic  matter,  of  which  88.5  per  cent,  is  phosphate 
,of  lime  and  fluoride  of  calcium,  and  8  per  cent,  carbonate  of  lime. 
The  teeth  come  first  in  the  order  of  bones  affected,  and  the  distur- 
bances, therefore,  in  the  ossification  of  the  teeth  can  seiTe  as  a 
-valuable  sign  of  a  very  impoi'iant  disease.  The  formation  of  the 
>3mbryo  of  a  tooth  commences  in  the  second  month  of  foetal  life, 
and  in  the  middle  of  the  third  month  is  completed  for  all  the  teeth. 
Tlie  milk-teeth  are  formed  in  the  fifth  month,  and  are  so  far  ad- 
vanced at  birth,  that  the  crowns  of  the  incisors  and  first  molars  are 
completely  developed,  those  of  the  canine  and  posterior  molars 
pne-third  formed.     As  the  acquired  rhachitis,  according  to  experi- 
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enco,  rarely  comes  on  before  the  end  of  the  sixth  month,  and  most 
frequently  in  the  latter  part  of  the  first  year,  reaching  its  highest  . 
point  between  the  second  and  third  year,  it  follows  that,  if  we 
place  the  appearance  of  the  first  teeth  at  the  seventh  month,  the 
rhachitis  process  will  not  have  had-any  influence  upon  these.  Tlie 
only  exceptions  to  this  are  when  a  hereditary  rhachitis  makes  rapid 
progress  immediately  after  birth,  or  when  the  infant  is  weaned  very 
early  and  is  brought  up  with  improper  food;  in  such  cases,  it  hap- 
pens sometimes  that  one  waitain  vain  for  the  appearance  of  the  first 
teeth  and  sees  a  year  or  more  elapse.  In  the  majority  of  cases, 
rhachitis  shows  itself  first  after  the  breaking  through  of  the  first 
molars.  We  should  be  very  watchful  for  the  appearance  of  these 
latter,  and  of  the  following  groups.  There  is  a  great  difference 
within  the  limits  of  health  as  to  the  time  of  their  appearance;  ac- 
cording to  Bednar,  it  is  between  the  eleventh  and  seventeenth 
month,  Barthez,  and  Killiet  placing  it  still  later.  A  child  that  gets 
its  first  teeth  at  four  months  will  finish  teething  earlier  than  ono 
that  gets  them  first  at  eight  months.  The  early  or  late  appearance 
of  the  first  incisors  often  depends  upon  hereditary  peculiarities,  and 
has  no  signification.  The  important  point  is  how  great  is  the  in- 
terval of  time  between  the  appearance  of  the  different  groups,  for 
when  a  child  has  once  begun  to  teeth  it  generally  preserves  a  certain 
regularity. 

Accepting  rhachitis  as  a  disturbance  of  nutritionj  great  attention 
must  be  paid  the  diet.  When  practicable,  a  suitable  nurse  should 
be  obtained,  even  when  the  mother  can  nurse,  if  her  previous  off- 
spring be  rhachitic.  For  children  who  must  be  brought  up  without 
the  breast,  the  relationship  of  the  nourishing  matter  to  the  salt  in 
the  mother's  milk  is  the  best  guide  in  the  construction  of  the  food, 
Liebig's  composition  is  the  most  useful  to  be  added  to  the  milk,  es- 
pecially when  there  is  no  disposition  to  the  formation  of  acids; 
when  this  cannot  be  obtained,  care  must  be  taken  to  neutralize  the 
cow's  milk,  which  is  generally  acid.  The  children  should  be  in  the 
open  air  daily  one  to  two  hours,  and  in  the  meanwhile  the  room 
should  be  well  aired.  Children  who  have,  at  least,  ten  teeth  can 
have  a  mixed  diet,  but  should  not  be  allowed  all  food  upon  the  table, 
especially  when  it  is  highly  seasoned.  The  abundant  use  of  specific 
remedies,  as  phosphates,  is  based  upon  the  attachment  of  too  much 
impoi-tance  to  single  symptoms  and  upon  a  want  of  appreciation  of 
the  whole  process.     When  digestion  is  once  impaired,  the  phos* 


IrreQuJarity  of  TeeUiing,  53 

phates  are  not  able  to  effect  a  restoration  of  the  body  poor  in  plastic 
juices. 

Of  first  importance  in  connection  with  careful  diet  is  the  employ- 
ment of  tonics,  either  alone  or  with  bitter  medicines  and  iron,     If 
^he  strength  become  somewhat  increased,  an  attempt  may  be  made 
with  cod-liver  oil,  but  not  to  be  forced  if  there  is  great  aversion  to 
it.     The  character  of  the  dwelling  demands  great  attention.  Baths 
:sev«ral  times  a  week  containing  salt,  aromatic  herbs,  iron,  malt  or 
ibran,  also  help.     Against  the  laryngo-spasmus,  in  addition  to  gen- 
*eral  treatment,  electricity  and  washing  the  head  and  back  with  cold 
water  are  recommended.     Deformity  of  the  bones  requires  proper 
•orthopedic  measures,  and  with  a  disposition  to  such,  the  little  child- 
ren should  not  be  carried  in  a  sitting  position,  but  should  be  made 
to  lie  on  hard  bedding.     If   neglected  at  the  earliest  period,  the 
latter  condition  of  the  bones  renders  the  treatment  of  changes  in 
in  their  shape,  after  recovery  from  rhachitis,  fruitless.  Cod-liver  oil, 
when  well  tolerated,  is  to  be  employed,  not  as  a  specific,  but  as 
food,  allowing  the  formation  of  plastic  material  to  go  on  better,  by 
redjucing,   like  other  fats,    the  consumption    of    the  nitrogenous 
matter.     If,  under  its  use,  indigestion  or  diarrhoea  comes  on,  its 
continuation  does  harm,  aggravating  the  disease.  It  should  be  given 
in  teaspoonf ul  doses  daily,  increasing  to  a  dessertspoonful,  the  latter 
quantity  in  divided  doses.     Diminished  appetite  is  improved  by  the 
.amaro-adstringentia,  and  in  this  respect  iron  is  the  best  remedy, 
having,  in  addition,  a  good  effect  upon  the  formation  of  the  blood. 
IJ.  Tinct.  ferri  malat.,  3  ij.  tinct.  malat.  amar.,,  3i;    M.  S.  Three 
times  a  day,  three  to  five  drops.     Wine,  water,  milk,  soup,  &c., 
•can  be  used  as  a  vehicle.     If  there  is  diarrha»a,  the  tinct.  ferri  malat. 
is  contra-indicated,  and  we  can  try  IJ.  Tinct.  fern,  muriatis^,  aqua3 
cinnamom.,  fui  3iij.;  S.  as  above;    or   IJ.  Ferri  carb.  sacch.,  ext. 
ligni  campech.,  ua  gr.  vi.  elreosacch.  vanillw,   3  ss, ;  div.  in  dos.  sex.  S. 
Morning  and  night,  one  powder.     The  following  is  also  good   IJ . 
Ferri  lactatis,  gr.  vi.,  sacch.  alb.,  3  ss.;  div.  in  doses  sex.  S.  Morn- 
ing and  night,  one  powder.     Larger  doses  of  iron,  than  the  above 
are  superfluous,  as  it  passes  away  with  the  stools.     Fleischmau 
prefers  the  medicine  in  the  liquid  form  for  infants.     Where  there 
is  acidity  of  the  stomach  he  prescribes:  IJ.  Ferri  carb.  sacch.  gr. 
X.,  sodse  bicarb.,  sacch.  albi,  aa  3i.;  div.  in  doses  x.  S.  Morning  and 
night,  one  powder.     When  there  is  habitual  constipation;  IJ.  Ferri 
carb.  sacch.,  pulv.  rhei  or  ext.  aloes  au  gr.  vi.,  elseosacch.  cort.  aurant. 
3  ss. ;  div.  in  dos.  sex.  S.  as  above.    The  affections  of  the  bronchi 
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and  lungs,  which  make  their  appearance  frequently  in  spring  and 
autumn,  require  great  care.  In  the  lighter  cases,  a  mixture  con- 
taining ipecac,  (gr.  i.  ad  §  i.)  suffices.  In  inflammation  of  the 
bronchi,  and  in  broncho-pneumonia  with  a  weakened  action  of  the 
heart,  Fleischmann  has  seen  good  results  from  the  use  of  carbonate 
of  ammonia,  which  remedy  he  urgently  recommends  in  *  such  cases. 
5.  Mist.  gummossB  3  Jj.,  liquor,  ammon.  carbonat.  gtt.  x. — xx.  S. 
One  teaspooful  every  two  hours.  When  there  is  fever,  the  child 
should  be  confined  to  the  room,  and,  in  infants,  the  bath  should  be 
omitted.  Rhachitic  children,  more  than  any  others,  are  very  sensi- 
tive to  changes  of  temperature,  and  it  is  a  good  plan  for  them  to' 
wear  flannel  next  to  the  skin. — Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 


GELSEMINUM  AS  AN  ANTI-PERIODIO 


BY   WILLIAM   W.    MURRAY,    M.  D. 


Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  in  the  College* 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Baltimore. 

Since  the  accidental  discovery  of  the  febrifuge  virtues  of  Gel* 
seminum,  its  use  in  febrile  and  inflammatory  diseases  has  been 
known  to  the  profession.  From  some  it  has  received  the  highest 
encomiums  as  an  anti-phlogistic  and  febrifuge;  by  others  it  is  but 
little  esteemed.  While  I  am  among  those  who  think  well  of  this 
drug  in  its  power  of  reducing  the  inordinate  action  of  the  heart  iii' 
inflammatory  affections,  it  is  not  the  object  of  this  paper  to  discuss* 
its  virtues  in  diseases  of  that  kind,  but  I  desire  to  call  the  attention* 
of  the  profession  to  its  anti-periodic  powers. 

I  have  not  had  access  to  all  the  articles  which  have  been  writtten* 
on  the  medicinal  properties  and  uses  of  Gelseminum,  but  so  far  as* 
I  am  aware,  its  anti-periodic  effects  were  first  made  public  by  Dr.- 
E.  A.  Anderson,  of  Wilmington,  N.  C,  in  an  article  which  appeared' 
in  "Tilden's  Journal  of  Materia  Medica^'*  of  1870,  either  the* 
October  or  November  number.  I  need  not  refer  to  Dr.  Anderson-sr 
paper,  or  to  a  private  communication  from  him  on  the  subject',* 
further  than  to  say  that  by  the  strength  of  his  assertions  that- 
Gelseminum  will  radically  cure  malarial  fevers,  I  was  induced  to* 
make  use  of  it  in  those  affections,  in  order  to  satisfy  myself  whether' 
it  was  entitled  to  rank  as  an  anti-periodic.  While  the  cases  in 
which  I  have  employed  it  are  not  very  numerous,  the  results  were" 
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of  such  a  character  as  to  convince  me,  at  least  that  it  is  not  only 
eqnal  to  quinia  in  breaking  in  npon  the  chain  of  morbid  phenomena 
which  characterize  intermittent  fever,  but  that  it  is  infinitely 
superior  to  that  article  in  curing  the  disease.  It  is  tasteless  and 
cheap,  both  of  which  are  additional  advantages  which  it  possesses 
over  quinia. 

On  May  14th,  1872, 1  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  B.,  who  was  laboring 
under  an  attack  of  intermittent  fever,  tertian  form.  I  determined 
to  put  her  on  Gelseminum,  especially  a§  she  was  pregnant,  in  which 
condition  quinia  is  considered  by  some  physicians  somewhat 
dangerous.  Accordingly  after  opening  the  bowels  and  appealing 
to  the  liver,  I  prescribed  the  tincture  of  yellow  jessamine  in  five- 
minim  doses  every  hour  until  it  produced  heaviness  of  the  eye-lids, 
dilated  pupils,  or  double  vision ;  the  same  course  to  be  pursued  for 
four  or  five  days  successively.  She  has  had  no  return  of  the  disease 
in  any  form  since,  although  she  passed  through  the  entire  miasmatic 
season  in  the  same  locality. 

The  next  case  of  intermittent  fever  which  fell  to  my  care  was 
that  of  Mrs.  P.,  on  the  24th  of  May.  She  had  suffered  frequently 
from  this  affection,  and  she  implored  me  not  to  give  her  quinia,  as 
it  affected  her  very  distressingly.  She  seemed  as  much  surprised 
as  delighted  when  I  informed  her  that  I  had  no  intention  of  giving 
the  much  dreaded  medicine.  I  ordered  tinct.  Gelsemini  in  the 
same  doses,  and  with  the  samie  directions  as  in  the  preceding  case. 
She  has  had  no  chill  since  then  to  the  present,  Jan.  3d,  1873. 

On  5th  July,  1872,  I  was  called  to  see  a  little  boy,  whom  I  found 
laboring  under  an  attack  of  remittent  fever.  Gelseminum  was 
ordered  for  him,  and  on  the  third  day  my  visits  ceased,  the  disease 
having  entirely  yielded. 

On  the  14th  July  I  visited  Miss  P.,  who  had  remittent  fever. 
As  the  case  presented  some  pretty  severe  symptoms,  and  not  wishing 
to  risk  anything  (knowing  that  the  quinia  treatment,  if  properly 
managed,  was  endorsed  by  experience),  I  urged  quinia,  which  she 
consented  to  take  after  a  great  deal  of  persuasion  (she  had  taken 
it  before  in  a  similar  attack,  and  as  she  said,  "  It  nearly  set  her 
crazy  "),  but  she  had  swallowed  only  a  few  grains,  when  it  affected 
her  so  unpleasantly  that  she  could  not  be  induced  to  take  any  more. 
I  then  ordered  gelseminum  which  cured  her.  The  disease,  in  this 
case,  did  not  yield  so  readily  as  in  that  of  the  little  boy  ref en-ed  to 
for  two  reasons:    1st,  it  was  a  much  more  severe  attack;  and  2d, 
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she  would  not  continue  the  medicine  faithfully,  according,  to 
directions,  but  as  soon  as  she  began  to  feel  better  under  its  use,  she 
would  cease  taking  it.  As  regarded  the  anti-periodic  treatment, 
it  was  the  only  drug  used,  and  she  made  an  excellent  recovery. 

The  last  case  which  I  will  mention  is  that  of  Miss  C,  who  had 
tertian  ague.  Quinia  had  always  aiTcsted  the  paroxysms,  but  only 
temporarily.  I  gave  her  blue  pill  and  compound  ext.  colocyuth, 
each  gr.  vj.,  and  then  put  her  on  the  yellow  jessamine.  This  was 
about  four  months  ago,  since  which  time  she  has  had  no  return  of 
the  affection. 

I  may  remark  that  in  the  use  of  the  gelseminum,  I  am  governed 
by  the  effect  produced,  whether  the  quantity  required  to  produce 
that  effect  be  small  or  gi*eat.  I  give  it  generally  in  five-minim 
doses,  and  I  think  this  the  safest  plan,  because  the  effects  can  be 
regulated  exactly;  whereas,  if  large  doses  be  given,  we  may  have 
an  overwhelming  effect  produced  at  once,  whicli  would  be  at  least 
alamiinjg,  and  possibly  dangerous. 

I  have  been  induced  to  narrate  these  cases,  in  the  hope  that  some 
of  the  readers  of  the  Hej^orter  will  test  for  themselves  the  anti- 
periodic  virtues  of  gelseminum,  and  record  the  results  of  their 
experience  for  the  benefit  of  the  profession  at  large. — Medkal  and 
Surgical  Reporter^  Jan.  25,  1873. 


SULPHITES  IN  TONSILITIS. 


Dr.  Thos.  a.  Elder  thus  speaks  of  their  use  in  the  Chicago 
Medical  Joximal: 

"I  have  not  met  with  a  single  case  which  the  sulphites,  ad- 
ministered in  suflSciently  large  and  often  repeated  doses,  would  not 
promptly  relieve  and  cure.  The  doses  which  I  Use  are  those 
recommended  by  Dr.  Tyrrell,  gr.  xx  to  .^xx,  repeated  every  hour, 
for  an  adult,  and  correspondingly  large  doses  for  children.  The 
fever  is  generally  dissipated  in  12  hours — rarely  continues  24. 
The  soreness  of  throat,  headache,  etc.,  are  generally  as  promptly 
relieved,  and  48  hours  are  sufficient  for  a  cure.  In  children,  when 
saturated,  they  have  produced  sweating,  and  the  peculiar  cadaveric 
hue  of  sulphurous  acid  fumes. 

"  When  the  disease  has  progressed  to  the  stage  of  exudation — 
when  the  shoe-peg  points  begin  to  appear,  or  later — I  have  never 
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met  w\fh  a  case  which  I  thought  was  benefitted  by  the  sulphites. 
I  am  then  accustomed  to  rely  upon  a  prescription  of  Prof.  Miller, 
for  diphtheria,  which  has  almost  invariably  given  prompt  and 
l^ermanent  relief. 

IJ     Morphixe  Muriat gi*«  ij- 

Acid.  Muriat.,  dil.,   )  j     •• 

Tr.  Ferri  Chloridi,  j    aa  dr.  ij. 

Syrupi oz.  ss. 

Aquae  destillat oz.  ij. 

"  M.  Sig.     Dose — a  tea-spoonful  three  or  four  times  a  day,  after 
water." 

lie  also  highly  recommends  bi-sulphite  of  soda  in  scarlatina. — 
Michigan  Tldversity  Journal,  January,  187:^. 


'vi£|   ^JllWIimi'ivu 


OP 

Therapeutics  and  Materia  Medica. 


Therapeutic  Value  of  AploL— 

M.  M.  Jorct  and  Ilomolle  have  obtained  from  the  fruit  of  the 
common  parsley,  lyetroselinmn  satkivnm  or  apinus  petroselinum,  a 
yellowish,  oily,  non-volatile  fluid  to  which  they  have  given  the 
name  of  Apiol.  This  fluid  is  heavier  than  water;  soluble  in  alcohol, 
ether,  and  chloroform,  but  insoluble  in  water.  Its  odor  is  peculiar 
and  penetrating.  In  small  doses  it  produces  a  powerful  excitation 
-of  the  system,  a  lively  sensation  of  heat  in  the  thorax  and  epigas- 
trium, eructations,  nausea,  vomiting,  and  sometimes  colic.  In  doses 
of  from  thirty  to  sixty  drops  it  produces  a  kind  of  intoxication 
resembling  that  peculiar  to  haschisch  or  quinine.  It  is  recommended 
ns  a  febrifuge,  in  doses  of  fifteen  grains  or  more;  and  though  less 
powerful  than  quinine,  deserves  to  be  employed.  It  has  also  been 
nsed  as  a  remedial  agent  in  dysmenorrhcea.  Its  emmenagogue  pro- 
perties appear  to  be  well  established.  It  is  best  administered  in 
capsules. — The  Medical  Record, 


Tea  Adulteration.— 

Tlie  North  British  Daily  Mail  has  published  analyses  of  thirty- 
five  samples  of  tea  bought  in  different  parts  of  Glasgow.  Out  of 
the  thirty-five  samples  analyzed — twenty-seven  of  which  were  of 
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black  and  eight  of  green  tea — only  six  were  iinadulterateil.  All 
were  high-priced,  and  none  of  the  six  was  a  sample  of  green  tea. 
One  sample  contained  no  tea  at  all^  so  far  as  the  analyst  could  dis- 
cover. The  adulterants  which  were  used  in  this  and  other  twenty- 
eight  cases  were  iron,  plumbago,  chalk,  china  clay,  sand,  Prussian 
blue,  turmeric,  indigo,  starch,  gypsum,  catechu,  gum,  and  leaves 
of  various  kinds,  elm,  oak,  willow,  poplar,  elder,  beech,  hawthorn 
and  sloe.  It  is  but  justice  to  the  retail  vendors  to  state  that  the 
adulteration  is  not  supposed  to  be  their  work;  it  is  largely  done  in 
China,  and  is  further  carried  on  after  the  "tea"  has  reached  Britain. 
— Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal* 


Vacoination.— 

The  following  propositions  are  offered  as  matters  of  belief,  and 
some  of  them  as  matters  of  record: — 

1st.  Without  vaccination,  one  death  in  ten  would  be  the  result  of 
small-pox. 

2d.  Without  vaccination,  nineteen  out  of  twenty  would  have 
small-pox. 

3d.  Without  vaccination,  sixty-seven  per  cent,  of  the  cases  of 
small-pox  would  be  fatal. 

4th.  With  vaccination,  not  two  per  cent,  of  the  inhabitants  will 
take  small-pox. 

5th.  With  vaccination,  the  percentage  of  deaths  from  small-pox  is 
only  about  eight  of  the  two  per  cent,  who  will  take  it. 

6th.  A  larger  percentage  of  those  who  have  had  small-pox  will 
have  the  secondary  disease  than  of  those  who  have  been  vaccinated. 
That  is  to  say,  vaccina  is  a  better  prevention  of  varioloid  than 
small-pox  is. 

7th.  Humanized  virus  is  more  likely  to  take  than  the  original 
virus  from  the  cow. 

8th.  Humanized  virus,  whether  it  takes  or  not,  does  not  produce 
such  severe  constitutional  symptoms  as  primary  cow  virus  does. 

9th.  It  is  not  proved  that  either  humanized  virus  or  primary  cow 
virus  is  the  better  in  its  protective  effects. 

.  10th.  There  are  certain  individuals  who  do  not  seem  susceptible 
of  variola. 

11th.  There  are  certain  individuals  who  do  not  seem  susceptible 
of  vaccination. 
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12tli.  The  taking  of  small-pox  after  vaccination  is  no  proof  that  a 
second  vaccination  would  have  succeeded. 

13th.  A  successful  re- vaccination  is  no  proof  that  the  individual 
re-vaccinated  would  have  taken  small-pox. — Ibid, 


For  Chilblains.- 

Oxide  of  zinc,  two  parts;  tannic  acid,  one  part;  glycerine,  ten 
parts;  balsam  of  Peru,  eight  parts;  camphor,  four  parts.  M. — 
Southern  Medical  Heoord. 


Cholago«ue.— 

The  following  is  advised  as  an  excellent  cholagogue  to  combat 
very  obstinate  hepatic  troubles: 

8 . — Fid.  ext.  taraxaci :  elixir  cinchona?,  f erri.  et.  strychnia}  aa. 
M.     Dose,  two  drams  three  times  daily  before  meals. — Ibid, 


Uterine  Hemorrhage.— 

Dr.  Lyman  having  alluded  to  the  case  of  recurring  uterine  hem- 
orrhage which  he  had  reported  at  a  previous  meeting.  Dr.  Fifield 
said  that  he  thought  ferric  alum,  in  the  proportion  of  3  iij.  of  the 
salt  to  3  viii.  of  water,  was  the  best  astringent  for  injections.  It 
gave  rise  to  a  less  amount  of  "slag"  than  any  other  preparation  of 
iron.  In  a  case  of  cyst  in  the  popliteal  space  which  he  had  incised, 
there  was  a  profuse  hemorrhage  which  was  readily  controlled  by 
the  use  of  this  styptic. — Ibid. 


Novel  Method  of  Detecting  Small-Pox.— 

An  Italian  physician  can  detect  the  presence  of  variola  before  the 
appearance  of  the  eruption  by  an  itching  on  his  forehead  and  chin! 
He  has  verified  the  statement  by  a  number  of  observations,  and  his 
assistants  also  confinn  it  by  their  own  experience. — Ibid, 


Castor  Oil  Emulsion.— 

IJ. — 01.  ricini,  syr.  fruct.  aurant.,  aa  ^i.;  vitellus  ovi..  No.  1;: 
aq.  flor.  aurant.,  3  ss.  M.  ft.  emulsio.  This  makes  a  very  pleasant 
emulsion,  which  is  Veadily  taken  by  adults  as  well  as  children. — 
Ibid. 


Blisters  In  Pneumonia.— 

Dr.  C.  J.  B.  Williams,  in  speaking  of   pneumonia,  says:     "My 
experience  has  taught  me  to  put  great  faith  in  large  blisters,  both 
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in  asthenic  pneumonia  and  bronchitis,  and  I  am  confident  that  I 
have  seen  many  lives  saved  by  their  means.  Instead  of  being  low- 
ering, they  give  a  salutary  excitement  to  the  circulation,  and  the 
copious  serous  discharge  which  proceeds  from  the  skin  tends  to  re- 
lieve the  congested  lung  without  wasting  the  blood,  that  is  so  nec- 
essary to  sustain  the  functions.  Small  blisters  tease  as  much  as 
large  ones,  and  are  far  inferior  in  the  relief  they  afford. — Ibid. 


Treatment  of  Gonorrhaea.— 

The  fashion  changes  in  this,  as  in  other  things.  As  a  new  fash- 
ion, I  use  internally,  in  the  acute  stages:  IJ. — Tinct.  vcratrum, 
gtts.  XX. ;  gelseminum,  3  j. ;  water,  3  iv.  Dose,  a  teaspoonf ul  every 
two  hours.  As  an  injection,  once  or  twice  daily,  as  the  acute  stage 
is  passing  away:  IJ . — Carbolic  acid,  grs.  x. ;  tannic  acid,  grs.  xv. . 
water,   3  iv. — Dr,  J,  M,  Scudder^  Electric  Medical  Journal, — Ihid^ 


Treatment  of  Constipation  by  Electro-Therapeutics.— 

Dr.  Cade  (Lyon  Medicale,  No.  4,  1870)  mentions  the  case  of  a 
-lady  of  eighty,  affected  with  habitual  constipation  which  arose  after 
dysentery,  from  which  she  had  suffered  at  the  age  of  twenty  years. 
The  author  having  tried  various  remedies  for  several  months,  and 
when  the  patient  was  in  great  danger  of  her  life,  he  thought  him- 
self that  the  sole  method  of  causing  peristaltic  motion  was  electri- 
city. Using  the  apparatus  of  Gaiffe,  he  applied  the  negative  pole  to 
the  rectum,  and  the  positive  pole  to  the  umbilicus.  The  induced 
current  was  made  to  act  for  twenty  minutes,  commencing  with  the 
least  intense,  and  increasing  up  to  No.  5  of  the  graduator.  The 
sitting,  although  long  and  painful,  was  well  supported,  and  the 
•author  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  patient  relieved  of  her 
•constipation  by  an  abundant  evacuation  of  solid  froces. — Ibid, 


Chromic  Acid. 

Dr.  J.  Dougall  supports  wamily  the  value  of  chromic  acid 
(anhydride)  as  an  antiseptic,  disinfectant,  and  germ-preventive. 
Its  coagulating  power  is  about  10  times  that  of  carbolic  acid,  15 
times  that  of  nitric  acid,  20  times  that  of  corrosive  sublimate,  and 
150  times  that  of  chloralum.  Its  reaction  with  gelatine  is  as  delicate 
as  that  of  tannic  acid,  giving  a  response  with  1  in  5,000.  Chromic 
acid  is  well  adapted  for  estimating  albumen  volumetrically,  thus: 

Fill  a  wide-mouthed  burette  to  a  multiple  of  100  with  the 
albuminous  liquid  (say,  urine),  add  solution  of  chi'omic  acid  (4  grs. 
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to  3  i)  in  slight  excess;  shake,  set  aside  foa?  24  hours  and  read  off.. 
Carbolic  acid  does  not  combine  with  amm^p^jia  or  sulphuretted  hyr 
drogen;  chromic  acid  does. — Lancet — Michigan  University  MecLy 
Journal^  January,  18T8. 


Ergot  in  Headache. 

Dr.  Silver,  of  Ohio,  in  the  Philadelphia.  Medical  and  Surgical 
Reporter  recommends  ergot  in  headaches,  (jsp^cially  the  nervous  or 
sick  headache.  He  says  it  will  cure  a  larger  proportion  of  cases 
than  any  other  remedy.  His  theory  of  its  action  is  that  it  lessens 
the  quantity  of  blood  in  the  brain  by  contracting  the  muscular 
fibres  of  the  arterial  walls.  He  gives  ten  to  twenty  drops  of  the 
fluid  extract,  repeated  every  half  hour  tiill  relief  is  obtained,  or 
four  or  five  closes  used.  In  other  forma,  of  disease,  where  opium 
alone  is  contra-indicated,  its  bad  effects  ar^.  ij:iQderated,  he  says,  by 
combining  it  with  ergot. — Pacific  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. — Michigan 
University  3fedical  Joxirnal^  January,  1873. 


Digitalis  an  Anaplirodlsiac. 

M.  Gourvat  is  publishing,  in  the  Gaz^  Med.  de  Paris^  a  series 
of  papers  on  the  «action  of  digitalis.  In  a  late  number  (Dec.  23, 
1871)  we  find  the  following:  "Wh^n  (Jigitalis  or  digitaline  is 
administered  for  some' time  to  a  man  in  full  possession  of  sexual 
powers,  the  latter  become  gradually  weakened,  the  propensities 
disappear,  the  liquor  seminis  diminisbies  by  degrees,  and  may  at  last 
vanish  altogether.  These  results  ar^  explained  by  the  antiplastic 
and  lowering  action  of  digitalis..  Tlie  antiphlogistic  properties 
of  the  drug  are  the  secret  of  its.  goo<J  cffqct  in  spermatorrhoea. 
With  women,  digitalis  and  digitaline  excite  strong,  regular,  and 
intermittent  uterine  contractions,,  anfil  cop trpl  metrorrhagia;  hence 
digitalis  is  employed  in  exciting  abort^op.(Tardieu).  It  is  probable 
that  digitalis  acts  as  an  anaphrodjsific  in  \\rQxnen  also,  inducing,  by 
long-continued  use,  impotence  an<J,  stQrility.  In  men  it  hinders  the 
secretion  of  the  liquor  seminis,  and  in  w;omen  it.  may  interefere 
with  the  development  of  the  Graafian  vesicles,  the  propagation  of  the 
species  being  thus  doubly  retarded." — Cincinnati  Lancet  and 
Observer^  January,  1873. 

Treatment  of  Uterine  Hemf^f^hage. by. Sulphate  of  Quinine.— 

In  a  little  monograph  by  Dr.  Bartharez,  recently  published  in 
Paris,  the  use  of  quinine  in  passive  nterine. hemorrhages  is  wannly 
advocated.      The  author  ql/i^ma,  tU?it  quinine  diminishes  the  calibre 
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of  the  smaller  capillaries  through  the  medium  of  the  nervous 
system.  The  qiiiuine  acting  upon  the  heart  diminishes  its  actions; 
it  also  produces  muscular  contraction  of  the  fibres  of  the  uterus. — 
C'mcinnati  Lancet  and  Observer^  January,  18T3. 

Veratrum  Viride  with  Morphia  in  Pericarditis.- 

Dr.  Lynch  {The  Physicuoi  and  Surgeon^  Baltimore)  reports  a 
case  of  pericarditis  treated  by  veratrum  viride,  while  the  patient 
was  under  the  influence  of  morphia.  The  interesting  point  claimed 
in  this  case  is,  that  the  entire  control  of  the  heart's  action  may  be 
maintained  by  the  veratrum,  notwithstanding  its  antagonism  with 
the  alkaloids  of  opium. —  Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Observer,  Jan., 
1873. 


Bleached  Tincture  of  Iodine.— 

The  Pharmacist  and  Chemical  Record  (July,  1872)  gives  the  fol- 
lowing formula  for  the  above  prei)aration: 

IJ     Tinct.  of  iodine,  * 

Glycerine,  Pure,  -  -  -  aa  oz.  1. 

Sulphite  of  Soda,  -        .         -  -         dr  i. 

Rub  the  salt  to  a  powder  in  a  small  mortar,  and  add  the  glycer- 
ine gradually;  then  pour  in  the  tincture  of  iodine  and  triturate 
gently  until  a  solution  is  effected,  and  the  mixture  assumes  an  am- 
ber color. 

It  is  claimed  that  the  properties  of  iodine  are  increased  by  the 
addition  of  the  sulphite  of  soda,  and  that  the  glycerine  enhances 
its  value  and  convenience  of  local  application — Medical  and  Sur- 
gical  JoitrnaL 


For  Whooping  Cough.— 

A  writer  recommends  tlie  following  formula  for  whooping  cough: 

IJ     Potassse  bicarb.,         -         -         -         -  gr.  xij. 

Cocc.  cacti, gr-  X. 

Potass,  bromid.  -        ■        "        -  gr.  xvj. 

T.  Belladonna?, gtt.  xx. 

T.  Cardamomi  Comp.,       -"       -         -  5  i. 

Aq,  Cinnam.,  q.  s.,         -         -         -  3  ij. 

For  a  child  a  year  or  two  old  the  dose  is  one  teaspoonful  eveiy 
three  or  four  hours.  We  are  told  that  although  this  formula  must 
not  be  regarded  as  a  specific,  it  is  very  effective  and  superior  to  any- 
thing'in  ordinary  use. — Medical  and  Surgical  Beiwrter, 
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TuRKEYTOWN,  Etowali  Co.,  Ala. 
.Messrs.  TILDEN  &  CO., 

New  Lebanon,  N.  Y^ 
Observing  in  Oct.  No.  of  Joum.  Materia  Medica  an  essay  by  L.  P.  Dodge, 
M.  D.,  on  the  therapeutic  effects  of  Chlorate  of  Potassa,  and  especially  in 
Ptyalism,  I  wish  to  add  that  in  my  practice  I  find  it  relieves  more  prompt- 
ly than  any  other  remedy,  that  distressing  disease  and  if  I  may 
be  allowed  to  say  "great  eyesore  of  the  medical  profession."  And  in  this 
climate,  where  the  bilious  type  of  diseases  prevails  and  mercurials  are  used 
ad,  lib^  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  use  a  prophylactic,  which  I  find  in  a 
solution  of  Chlorate  Potassa.  It  has  never  failed  to  prevent  Ptyalism  in 
my  hands,  and  in  several  instances  when  slight  Ptyalism  had  been  pro- 
duced and  I  deemed  it  necessary  to  repeat  the  mercurial,  I  found  that 
teaspoonful  doses  of  the  saturated  solution  of  Chlorate  Potassa,  given 
every  2  hours,  not  only  effectually  prevented  any  further  mischief,  but  in 
some  instances  removed  the  sore  mouth  entirely — ^therefore,  I  now  always 
use  it  in  connection  with  Mercury — and  believe  with  Dr.  Dodge,  that 
Ptyalism  Ls  wholly  unnecessary  and  in  many  instances  barbarous. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

O.  W.  STEWART,  M.  D. 


MATICO  AND  UNICORN  IN  LEUCORRHCEA. 


Every  physician  understands  the  difficulty  of  curing  a  chronic  dis- 
charge from  the  mucous  membrane  of  any  portion  of  the  body.  Leucor- 
rhoea  is  set  down  by  common  consent  as  one  of  the  most  obstinate.  Those 
who  have  struggled  with  cases  through  weeks  of  disheartening  trial  and 
have  run  through  the  usual  range  of  astringent  injections,  washes,  etc., 
will  agree  with  me  when  I  say  that  the  result  of  treatment  in  this  com- 
plaint is  very  often  most  unsatisfactory.  Of  late,  I  have  been  led  to 
abandon  all  medicated  washes  and  astringent  applications,  simply  order- 
ing the  parts  to  be  kept  perfectly  clean  by  means  of  frequent  warm  water 
ablutions,  and  then  treating  the  ailments  constitutionally.  In  this  con- 
nection I  wish  to  bear  testimony  to  the  pre-eminent  efficacy  of  the  matico 
{Piper  Angmti/olmm)  and  the  unicorn  (BeUmias  Dioica,)  Tilden  &  Co's 
fluid  extracts  of  these  plants  have  never  disappointed  me  in  producing  en- 
couraging results  most  promptly,  much  to  the  delight  of  suffering  patients. 
The  latter  mentioned  remedy  appears  to  be  more  applicable  in  those  aton- 
ic cases  where  there  seems  to  have  been  a  general  letting  down  of  the 
whole  system,  the  former  in  those  cases  where  the  general  health  has 
not  been  much  disturbed.  As  to  the  dose  of  either,  half  a  dram  of  the  fluid 
extract  three  times  a  day  will  generally  be  found  sufficient. 
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Insist  upon  a  nourishing  diet  and  out-door  exercise  for  your  patients 
daring  treatment. 

L.  MORSE,  M.  D.,  Memphis,  Tenn. 


^■^ 


USE  OF  ELIXIR  lODO-BROMIDE  OF  CALCIUM  COMP.,    IN  DEAF- 
NESS,   RESULTING  FROM  SCARLET  FEVER. 


BY  X.   T.  BATES,  M,  J>, 


During  an  epidemic  of  Scarlefc  Fever  in  B ,  Vt.,  Mrs.  W.,  was  at- 
tacked by  this  malady,  and  in  the  convalescent  state  discovered  that  her 
hearing  had  become  somewhat  impaired.  This  impairment  gradually  in- 
creased until  fears  were  entertained  both  by  herself  and  friends  that  she 
would  ultimately  lose  her  hearing  entirely.  At  the  suggestion  of  her  hus- 
band whom  I  had  previously  treated  for  a  similar  disorder,  she  was  induced 
to  try  the  following  prescription : — 

Q     Elix.  lodo-Bromide  Calcium  Comp Oss. 

Sig. — One  teaspoonf ul  in  half  a  wine-glassful  of  water,  one  hour  before 
each  meal. 

Improvement  soon  manifested  itself,  and  in  a  few  weeks  a  thorough  cure 
was  effected. 

Within  a  month  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  this  patient  and  was 
informed  by  her  that  she  alone  of  several  who  were  similarly  affected  had 
escaped  permanent  deafness — a  result  to  be  attributed  entirely  to  the  use 
of  the  Elixir. 


SMALL-POX  AND  SCARLET  FEVER. 

A  correspondent  recommends  the  following  in  both  scarlet  fever  and 
small-pox : — 

3     Zinc  Sulphate 

Digitalis. aa  gr.  j. 

Sugar  }4,  teaspoonful.     Mix  thoroughly  and  add 
Water §  iv. 

Take  a  tablespoonful  every  4  hours.  For  a  child,  smaller  dose — grad- 
uated according  to  the  age. 

i#«»i 

[3P*Correspondents  will  oblige  us  by  writi»g  plainly  their  NameSj  Town, 
Counj^y  and  State,  We  are  frequently  uikable  to  answer  letters  because  these 
are  omitted. 
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GUAIACUM  OFFICINALE. 


BY  JOSEPH  BATES,    M.    D. 


{Guatacum.) 

Natural  Order — ZygophyUacece. 
In  the  Linnean  artificial,  or  sexual  system,  this  plant  will  be 
found  in  Class  Decandrioj  and  in  Order  Monogynia. 

Generic  Character. — Calix;  five-cleft,  unequal ;  petals;  five, 
inserted  into  the  receptacle ;  capsule ;  angular,  five-celled. 

Specific  Character. — (Flowers  blue,  the  tree  attains  the 
height  of  &om  thirty  to  sixty  feet).  Leaves  bij agate;  lealfets 
obovate  or  oval,  obtose,  entire  veined,  rigid;  petiole  terete,, 
groo  /ed;  calyx  ovate,  obtuse,  hoary,  sepals,  the  two  outer  broader 
than  the  others ;  style  short ;  capsule  obovate ;  stamens  awl-shaped, 
erect^  shorter  than  the  petals ;  seeds  solitary  in  .each  celL 

Habitat. — ^West  Indian  Islands. 

Medical  PROPSRTiEa — Stimulant,  diuretic,  diaphoretic,  and 
alterative.    Both  the  wood  and  resin  possess  these  properties. 

History. — Dr.  StilW  observes; — "In  the  first  expedition  to 
America,  several  Spaniards  affected  with  syphilis  were  cured  of  it 
by  the  natives  with  a  decoction  of  guaiac 
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In  1508,  the  wood  was  carried  from  Hispaniola  to  SpaiD,  and 
became  known  in  Europe  chiefly  by  the  treatise  on  its  effects  in 
syphilis  by  Ulric  Von  Huttkn,  in  1519.  This  soldier  was 
himself  cured  by  its  means,  of  constitutional  syphilis,  under  which 
he  had  labored  for  nine  years,  asd  afler  having  undei^one  eleven 
courses  of  mercurial  treatment  in  vain. 

In  the  same  year,  one  Nicholas  Poll  published  an  account 
of  the  cure  of  three  thousand  cases  by  this  medicina  Nevertheless, 
the  remedy  did  not  sustain  its  original  vogue,  either  in  consequence 
of  its  acting  less  favorably  in  the  cool  climate  of  Europe,  or 
because  the  due  employment  of  it  was  irksome,  or  finally  because 
the  superior  success  of  mercury  eclipsed  its  reputation." 

Browne,  as  quoted  by  the  Editor  of  the  Universal  Herbal^ 
describes  this  tree  as  an  evergreen  of  a  dark  gloomy  cast,  con- 
tinuing its  verdure  in  the  driest  seasons,  and  at  times  throwing  out 
a  great  number  of  blue  flowers,  which  are  succeeded  by , compressed 
berries  of  a  roundish  form.  The  tree  is  of  slow  growth,  requiring 
many  years  for  its  maturity.  The  bark  is  thick  and  sooth ;  the 
wood  of  a  dark  olive  color,  and  cross-grained.  As  timber,  it 
answers  where  strength  and  duration  are  required,  and  its  weight 
no  impediment  The  wood  takes  a  fine  polish.  A  writer  remarks : 
"  It  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  valuable  (trees)  in  the  West  Indies ; 
since  the  body,  the  bark,  gum,  fruit,  leaves,  and  blossom,  are  all 
applicable  to  some  useful  purpose."  A  London  Author  observes : 
— "  The  fruit  is  purgative ;  and  for  medicinal  use,  far  excels  the 
bark.  From  the  flowers  is  prepared  also  a  laxative  syrup, 
resembling  syrup  of  Violets.  The  fresh  bark  opens  the  body,  and 
is  deemed  a  sweetener  of  the  blood ;  but  the  pulp  of  the  berries 
purges  and  vomits  very  violently.  The  resinous  parts  of  the  tree 
are  of  a  warm,  active  nature,  and  found  by  long^  experience  to 
attenuate  and  dissolve  the  blood ;  they  are  esteemed  specifics  in 
old  venereal  taints,  chronical  rheumatisms,  and  other  disorders 
^arising  from  siziness  cf  the  juices,  and  generally  administered  in 
decoctions,  (the  resin  sometimes  in  boluses,)  ordered  for  a  con- 
tinuance ;  but  great  care  must  be  taken  to  moderate  or  temper  the 
native  acrimony  of  these  medicines  in  the  beginning  of  a  course, 
and  to  prepare  the  body  for  the  use  of  them ;  the  neglect  of  which 
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has  been  frequently  the  cause  of  yery  dismal  consequences  in  hot 
climates,  and  may  probably  have  tiie  like  effects  sometimes  in 
colder.  r^;ions.  There  is  a  tincture  made  of  the  gum  of  this  tree, 
that  has  been  sometimes  administered  with  success,  as  well  as  the 
powder  itself,  in  obstinate  intermittent  and  remittent  fevers;  in 
which  cases  they  commonly  procure  a  few  stools,  as  well  as  pro- 
mote a  general  discharge  by  the  skin. 

The  foliage  of  this  tree  is  of  a  very  detersive  nature,  and  frequent- 
ly used  to  scour  and  whiten  floors  in  most  houses  about  Kings, 
ton,  the  infusion  of  them  is  also  used  to  wash  painted  linens,  and 
other  stained  garments ;  which  it  is  said  to  do  very  effectually, 
without  changing  the  lustre  of  their  dyes." 

Physilogical  Effects. — Gruaiacum,  says  Waring,  acts  by 
augmenting  the  action  of  the  cutaneous  capillaries,  thereby  im. 
proving  the  state  of  the  cuticular  function.  To  obtain  its  dia. 
phoretic  effect,  the  surface  of  the  body  should  be  kept  warm,  tepid 
diluents  should  be  drunk  plentifully,  care  should  be  taken  that 
the  Besin  is  in  a  state  of  minute  division,  and  it  should  be  com- 
bined with  Opium.  If  it  fail  to  produce  diaphoresis,  it  acts  as  a 
diuretic.  In  small  medicinal  doses,  gr.  x. — gr.  xxx.  of  the  Besin, 
it  causes  a  pleasant  sensation  of  warmth  in  the  stomach,  and  dry- 
Xiess  of  the  mouth  and«  &uce3,  and  by  proper  management,  profuse 
diaphoresis.  In  larger  doses  it  purges,  the  heat  of  the  stomach 
and  dryness  of  the  mouth  become  intense,  and,  if  contmued,  would 
produce  gastro-intestinal  inflammation.  It  appears  to  have  great 
power  in  lessening  excessive  secretion  from  mucotis  surfaces. 

Therapeutic  UsEa— Amenorrhea. — ^Dr.  Dewees,  as  quoted 
by  Waring,  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  Ammoniated  Tinct- 
ure of  guaiacum  in  amenorrhoeaa.  He  states  that  he  gives  it 
with  a  'Confidence  which  he  attaches  to  no  other  medicine ;  that  he 
has  succeeded  with  it  where  almost  all  other  emmenagogues  have 
failed ;  and  that  for  more  than  forty  years  he  has  almost  daily  used 
this  medicine  in  suppressed  catamenia,  and  more  especially  cases 
of  long  standing,  without  its  having  failed  in  any  instance 
proper  for  its  use.  In  view  of  this,  Dr.  Waring  says; — "More 
cannot  be  said  of  any  remedy.  Such  strong  testimony,  from  so 
respectable  an  authority,  demands  more  attention  to  the  remedy 
than  is  usually  accorded  to  it" 
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This  agent  may  sometimes  be  associated  advantageously,  in  llie 
treatment  of  this  malady,  with  Griffith's  mixture  of  myrrh  and 
iron.  It  may  be  administered  with  good  effect,  also,  in  combina- 
tion with  savin. 

Br.  Home,  of  Edinburgh,  employed  the  latter  remedy  success- 
fully in  amenorrhoea,  in  cases  unattended  by  fever ;  h.e  admits 
that  it  is  inadmissible  in  plethoric  casea  He  advises  depletion  and 
antiphologistic  regimen  previous  to  its  use.  He  employed  the 
powdered  leaves,  in  doses  of  3  j —  3  j.  twice  daily. 

Dr.  Pereira,  as  quoted  by  Waring,  confirms  the  observations  of 
Dr.  Home,  and  states  that,  in  his  experience,  savin  is  the  most  cer- 
tain and  powerful  emmengogue  in  the  whole  Materia  Medica ;  and 
adds  that  he  never  has  seen  any  ill  effects  from  its  use.  He  eni- 
ploys  the  oil,(W.)    - 

Dr.  Stille,  in  remarking  upon  the  uses  of  guaiacum,  says : — 
**Dr.  Wood  mentions  that  he  has  found  this  medicine  highly  use- 
ful in  painful  menstruation. 

Dn  E.  D.  Fenner  ctates  that  in  dysmenorrhsea  and  consequent 
sterility  he  has  successfully  made  use  of  a  formula  recommended 
by  Dr.  Falk  of  London,  into  which  Canada  balsam,  oil  of  sassafras, 
corrosive  sublimate  enter.  This  combination  is  analogous  to  and 
those  formerly  in  vogue  for  the  treatment  of  constitutional  syphilis." 

Chbonio  Inflammation  op  the  Lining  Membrane  of  the 
Uterus. — Dr.  Dewees  has  seen  permanent  benefit  from  the  use 
of  ammoniated  tincture  of  guaiac  in  this  affection.  Waring  adds, 
that  rest,  fomentations,  and  the  hip  bath,  should  be  also  employed. 

Dtsmsnorrehcea. — Pereira's  Materia  Medica  and  Thenqpeutics, 
by  Wood,  says: — "/n  obstructed  andpainJulmenstnuUionf  not  arising 
from  any  plethoric,  inflammatory,  or  congested  state  of  the  system, 
the  ammoniated  tincture  of  guaiac  has  been  employed  with  ad- 
vantage.'* 

Dr.  Waring  observes ; — ^'/n  Dysmenorrfueaj  when  chronic,  and 
when  it  assumes  a  rheumatic  chamcter,  Dr.  Bigby  states  that  he 
derived  great  benefit  irom  the  use  of  Guaiacum. 

Dr.  Dewees  also  strongly  advises  the  Ammoniated  Tincture,  as 
advised  in  section  Amenorrhoea.  He  says  that  this  remedy  is 
more  decidedly  useful,  where  the  first  menstrual  period  after  its 
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use  13  more  than  usually  severe.    It  should  be  persevered  in 
for  several  montha  " 

Rheumatism. — Dr.  Stille  observes;  "In  the  subacute  and  chronic 
form?  of  Rheumatism,  guaiac  is  undoubtedly  efficacious  in  propor- 
tion to  the  care  which  is  taken  to  favor  its  diaphoretic  operation. 
Dr.  Graves  says  that,  'whether  given  in  the  form  of  powder  or 
tincture,  it  often  proves  an  extremely  useful  agent  in  cases  of  chronic 
rheumatism  where  no  symptoms  of  active  local  inflmmatioo,  or 
general  fever  exist'  He  preferred,  however,  to  prescribe  it  in  con- 
junction with  cinchona,  sulphur,  ginger,  and  cream  of  tartar." 

Dr  WariDg  states,  that  in  acute  and  chronic  fibrous  rheumatism, 
guaiacum  is  a  valuable  remedy.  Previous  to  its  exhibition  in 
severe  cases  antiphlogistic  measures  should  be  had  recourse  to.  It 
acts  as  a  general  evacuant  on  the  urinary,  cuticular,  and  abdomnial 
oagrnsL  The  Mistura  Goaiaci  is  the  best  form.  Dr.  Seymour 
fitates,  after  experience  in  its  use  in  numerous  cases,  that  u  acts 
''with  almost  unerring  success.'  It  has  been  found  to  succeed, 
when  colchicum  has  previously  failed." 

Aconitine  will  be  found  useful  to  alternate  w^'th  this  agent,  in 
the  treatment  of  this  malady.  In  oases  accompanied  with  much 
pain,  aconitine  in  solution,  or  in  the  form  of  an  ointment,  will  be 
found  highly  beneficial  externally  applied. 

Dr.  Waring  testifies  that  iCconitine,  locally  applied  over  the  seat 
of  pain,  is  one  of  the  most  certain  and  powerful  palliatives  in  the 
Materia  Medica. 

Dr.  Thompson,  as  quoted  by  Waring  states  that  he  found  it 
peculiarly  effectual  in  several  instances  of  cubitodigital  and 
frontal  neuralgia:  and  Mr.  Sky  relates  two  cases,  one  of  eight 
years'  and  the  other  of  nine  years'  duration,  which  were  relieved 
by  it  when  all  other  remedies  had  failed.  (Medical  Gazette,  Nov. 
1886). 

Leiu^orrhcea.  Bronchitisj  and  excessive  secretions  from  Mucous 
Mcmhranesj  occuring  in  connection^  with  a  Rheumatic  Diathesis,  In 
these  affections,  Drs.  Ballard  and  Garrod  state  that  they  have 
found  Guaiacum  higlily  serviceable  and  effectual  (W.) 

NsuRALGiA. — Dr.  Theo.  Thompson  states  that  probably  the 
most  efficacious  remedy  in  chronic  neuralgia  is  T.  Guaiaci  Ammon., 
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in  doses  of  from  min  xx.  to  f  3  j.  every  four  houra  It  is  particu' 
larly  serviceable  when  the  disease  assumes  a  rheumatic  character. 
(Waring.) 

Cynanche  Tonsillabis. — Mr.  J.  Bell  strongly  recommends 
the  internal  use  of  Guaiacum  in  doses  of  3  ss.  suspended  in 
mucilage,  every  six  houra  He  considers  that,  when  timely  ad- 
ministered, it  will  cut  short  the  disease  99  times  out  of  100.  (Med. 
Gaz.,  vol.  27,  P.  252).  It  has  also  been  found  succesi^al  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Carson  and  others.  Med.  Gaz.,  v.  2£r.  p.  810. 

Dr.  Stille  observes: — "Guaiac  has  been  recommended  in  tonsillitis 
by  Dr.  Hannay,  of  Glasgow,  Mr.  Bell,  and  Dr.  Carson.  Accord- 
ing to  their  statements  it  abates  the  pain  and  inflammation  with 
singular  rapidity  and  uniformity.  The  dose  employed  was  half  a 
drachm  of  the  tincture  every  six  hours." 

Diphtheria. — ^Dr.  Walker,  as  quoteeby  Waring,  who  regards 
Guaiacum  as  a  ''specific"  in  ordinary  sore  throat,  speaks  highly  of  its 
efficacy  in  diphtheria.  He  prescribes  in  all  cases  the  following.  1^. 
Tinct  Guaiaci  Ammon.  f.  3  "vj.  Tinct  Cinchon.  Co.  f.  5  ss.  Potasses 
Chlor  3iv.  Mellis  q.  s.  Aq.  ad.  f.  5  viij.  M.  Dose,  from  a  tea  to  a 
tablespoon^l  from  one  to  four  hours,  or  thrice  daily,  according  to 
the  severity  of  the  casa  In  some  cases  a  strong  solution  of 
Nitrate  of  Silver  is  applied  locally  at  the  same  tima  Carbolic 
acid  may,  also,  be  employed  locally  in  this  affection  to  advantage. 
Mr,  Turner  is  quoted  by  Waring,  who  recommends  that  the  acid 
dissolved  in  glycerine  be  applied  topically  by  means  of  a  sponga 
He  gives  the  following  caution;—  Care  must  be  taken  that  the 
sponge-mop  be  not  saturated,  least  a  drop  should  fall  into  the 
larynx.  The  escharotic  effect  is  confined  to  the  surface  to  which 
it  is  applied,  and  does  not  spread  to  the  contiguous  parta^' 

SypHiLia — ^Dr.  Stills  remarks;  "If  we  look  at  the  early  accounts 
given  of  its  successful  employment  in  syphilis,  the  narrative  of  v. 
Hutten,  for  example, we  observe  that  the  patient  was  obliged  to 
undergo  a  regimen  of  the  strictest  kind,  to  drink  enormous  quan- 
tities of  a  stronger  and  of  a  weaker  decoction  of  the  wood,  to  live 
upon  a  very  sparing  and  simple  diet,  and  in  every  manner  to  pro- 
mote  perspirinR.  Similar  regimen  was  insisted  upon  by  Boerhaave 
Valsalva,  and  Morgagnl    It  cannot  be  wondered  at,  therefore 
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that  the  insignificant  doses  of  the  medicine  and  its  unmethodical 
administration,  which  are  now  usual,  should  fail  entirely  of  pro- 
ducing its  appropriate  effects.  Still,  the  decoction  of  guaiacum  is 
really  of  service  in  constitutional  syphilis  of  long  standing,  which 
afiects  the  bones  and  skin,  and  is  complicated  with  the  evil  results 
of  a  long  mercurial  |i  course,  especially  in  persons  of  scroAilous, 
feeble,  or  impared  constitutiona" 

Dr.  Waring  gives  us  the  following  record  ;7—"/7i  JSyphilisj  ' 
Guaiacum  was  formerly  regarded  as  a  speoiflc.  Dr  FearBon  fouild 
that  it  possessed  the  powe/ir  of  arresting  the  progress  of  the  disease, 
and  of  altogether  removing  some  of  the^ symptoms;  but  he  adds 
that  it  has  no  power  in  eradicating  the  disease,  which  reappears  in 
all  its  violence  when  the  medicine  is  discontinued  In  constitution- 
al Syphilis,  its  effects  arc  much  more  marked  than  in  the  primary 
forma  In  the  former,  wlien  the  system  has  suffered  from  long 
confinement  and  a  prolonged  use  of  Mercury,  he  found  the  health 
improved,  the  strength  increased,  bad  ulcers  healed,  exfoliations 
completed;  and  those  anomalous  symptoms,  which  would  have 
been  exasperated  by  the  use  of  mercurials,  yielded  to  Guaiacum. 
In  Syphilitic  Eruptions^  and  Nocturnal  Pains  in  the  Bones^  I  have  • 
often  found  Guaiacum,  in  the  form  of  the  Ammoniated  Tincture, 
productive  of  unequivocal  benefit" 

Dropsy. — ^in  Dropsy,  guaiacum  has  been  administered,  with  the 
view  of  stimulating  the  cutaneous  and  renal  secretions.  It  was 
employed  with  benefit  by  Dr.  Chamberlaine ;  but  it  is  only -admis- 
sible when  the  disease  is  of  a  purely  asthenic  characten  .(Waring.) 

Granular  Disease  of  the  Kidney. — Dr.  Waring  observes ; — "In 
Granular  Disease  of  the  Kidney,  Dr.  Copland  regards  the  Tincture^ 
or  Decoction  of  Guaiacum,  as  the  best  of  all  the  class  of  diuretics; 
especially  when  the  skin  is  cool  as  well  as  dry.^' 

GouT.-T-"In  Gout,  the  decoction  (ante)  has  been  externally  erti- 
ployed  by  the  German  physiciana  Dr,  Copland  observes  that  it 
is  more  suitable  to  the  atonic  or  chronic  states  of  the  disease  than  ' 
to  the  acute.  It  is  however,  sometimes  useful,  conjoined  with  al- 
kalies  and  anodynes,  after  the  bowels  have  been  freely  evacuated, 
in  old  debilitated  habits.  The  decoction,  or  (he  Ammoniated 
Tincture,  are  the  best  forms  in  these  qasea" 
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Efilspsy.t-'^Iq  Epilepsyi  Oualcom  waa  formerly  held  in  high 
esteem.  Yesalius,  Willis^ Hoffmann,  and  others,  extolled  its  virtues; 
but  it  has  fallen  into  disuse.  It  was  considered  especially  useful, 
if  the  disease  was  connected  with  a  syphilitic  taint  ^' 

Amaurosis. — "In  Amaurosis  it  has  been  advised,  but  is  only 
likely  to  prove  serviceable  when  the  disease  is  connected  with 
rheumatism ;  or  when  it  occurs  iu  persons  of  a  rheumatic  dia- 
thesi&" 

Administration. -r-Dr,  Stille,  gives  the  following  directiona — 
"Of  simple  decoction  of  guaiacum  wood  about  a  pint  may  be  given 
in  twenty-four  hours.  The  compound  decoction  of  sarsapariUa, 
into  which  in  enters  is  more  commonly  employed.  The  re&in  may  be 
prescribed  in  powder,  in  doses  of  from  ten  to  thirty  grains.  An 
alkaline  solution  forms  one  of  the  best  vehicles  for  its  administra- 
tion. A  soap  is  directed  as  follows  in  the  Prussian  Pharmacopoeia; 
9. — Liq.  kail  canst  S  ^  ?  ^*  destill.  ^  ij  ;  .warm,  and  add  pulv. 
guaiac  resin.  3  vL — M.  This  may  be  reduced  to  a  pilular  con. 
sistence,  or  diluted  with  water.  For  immediate  use  the  Miatura 
Guaiaci  is  sufficient.  In  rheumatic  cases,  and  those  of  menstrual 
derangement,  Dewees^  tincture,  or  the  Tinctwra  Ovmaci  Ammoni- 
aia,  is  to  be  preferred.  Of  either,  the  dose  is  a  tea^rpoon/itZ  several 
times  a  day." 
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COLXJMBO  AND  O-ENTIAN  IN  PASSIVE  UTERINE 
HJEMORRHAO-E  AND  STERILITY. 


BY  THEODORE  H.  JEWETT,  M.  D.,   SOUTH  BEBWICK,  ME. 


Messrs.  TUden  A  Co. : — 

For  several  years  I  have  been  very  successful  in  the  use  of  Gen- 
tian and  Columbo  in  passive  Uterine  Hsamorrbage,  and  as  I  think 
also,  in  some  cases  of  Sterility. — Whether  the  cause  of  the  in- 
creased flow  is  owing  to  general  or  local  causes,  whether  small  in 
quantity  or  profuse,  whether  the  blood  is  vitiated  by  Bright's  dis- 
ease, ansBmia  or  otherwise,  whether  the  heart  or  the  abdominal  cir- 
culation is  at  fault,  whether  functional  or  structural  disability  of 
the  uterus  exists,  it  is  equally  efficacious.  In  the  slow  leaking  away 
of  blood  after  childbirth  from  the  relaxed  and  flabby  walls  of  the 
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litems^  it  also  finds  a  place  for  good  offices.  I  have  mentioned  the 
good  effects  of  Gentian  and  Columbo  in  uterine  hwmorrbage  to 
many  of  my  brother  practitioners^  and  vtU  of  them  speak  in  the 
highest  terms  as  to  their  success  with  this  remedy.  I  was  induced 
myself  to  use  this  compound  by  the  high  encomiums  of  Dr.  J.  S. 
Parker,  of  Lebanon,  Me.,  whose  attention  was  called  to  the  pecu- 
liar effect  of  Columbo  and  Gentian  on  the  uterus  in  this  wav, — ^A 
wreck  of  a  women  having  consulted  him  for  some  old  stomach 
troubles,  he- prescribed  this  tonic. — A  few  weeks  after,  she  present- 
ed herself  better  in  this  respect,  at  the  same  time  stating  that  she 
was  at  once  relieved  of  a  chronic  uterine  hiemorrhage  by  the  same 
medicine.  This  led  to  its  farther  and  successful  use  in  other  cases 
of  hemorrhage. 

I  would  ask  through  your  valuable  Journal  a  more  extended  use 
of  the  presorption.  Ergot,  acetate  of  lead  and  opium,  01.  Tere- 
binth, OL  £rigeron|Canadensi6,  the  Tampon,  &c.,  are  all  useful  in 
their  place.  In  many  chronic  cases  however,  the  combination  .  I 
now  present  seems  to  do  better  than  any  one  or  all  othet  means. 

The  prescription  is  as  follows: 

9     Gentian, 

Columbo  contused,        -        -        -        ft&  S  j* 
Diluted  Alcohol,       -        -        -        -  Oj.     M. 

S.     Teaspoonful  in  water. 

A  teaspoonful  may  be  taken  every  four  to  six  hours  in  the  day 
time  or  before  each  meal  in  water, — of  course  other  rational  meas- 
ures should  not  be  neglected — such,  as  the  recumbent  posture  in 
bad  cases,  quiet,  cold,  regular  action  of  the  bowels,  &c.  How  does 
Gentian  and  Columbo  act  in  haemorrhage  ?  Some  may  answer  as 
a  simple  tonic. — ^I  am  confident  that  this  is  not  the  full  explana- 
tion. Quinine  is  the  only  bitter  tonic  within  my  knowledge  that 
is  uesful  both  in  inertia  of  the  uterus  in  parturition,  al«o  in  cases 
where  the  menses  recur  every  three  weeks.  As  a  remedy  however 
for  chonic  flowing,  even  where  tumors  or  cancer  are  present,  and 
in  other  cases,  it  has  no  place  with  columbo  and  gentian.  I  believe 
this  combination  has  specific  virtues,  and  that  is  all  we  can  say 
upon  the  subject. 

A  direct  restorative  effect  is  produced  upon  the  nervous  supply 
of  the  uterus,  and  adjacent  organs — a  contractile  effect  if  you 
please — a  special  tonic  effect.-^This  is  seen  to  follow  the  use  of  this 
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combination  in  profuse  lochial  discharges,  connected  with  relaxa- 
tion and  debility  in  some  women  after  childbirth,  where  the  debili- 
ty and  discharge  act  and  react  as  cause  and  effect  upon  each  other. 
The  compound  may  be  used  alone,  or  in  connection  with  injections 
of  permanganate  of  potash.  The  special  bearings  of  this  remedy 
may  also  be  seen  in  its  frequent  good  offices  in  chronic  leuchorrhoea 
and  catan'hal  states  of  the  cavity  of  the  uterus  and  vlgin^.  Again 
the  same  tendency  is  noticeable  in  cases  of  young  females  of  a  cold 
^habit,  of  the  proper  age  for  menstruation,  yet  where  a  delay  is 
present. — We  often  see  these  patients  neither  sick  or  well,  ill  de- 
veloped, listless,  inefficient,  good  for  nothing,  nervous,  neither  chil- 
dren or  women,  where  all  that  seems  to  be  wanted  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  health  is  that  one  step  farther,  a  proper  condition  of 
the  system  at  large,  and  of  the  uterus  necessary  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  menses.  Here  in  suitable  cases,  (not  those  with  hot 
heads,  for  here  Prot-iodide  Hydrarg.  with  Iodide  of  Potassium  or 
Guaiac  Tr.  and  Elixir.  Pro.,  are  more  useful,)  here  I  say  the  Com- 
pound, of  Gentian  and  (3olumbo  gives  a  start  to  the  system  at 
large,  and  the  organs  of  reproduction  in  particular,  and  men- 
struation is  the  result. 

L«astly,  the  powers  of  this  mixture  are  seen  as  a  definite,  uterine 
tonic,  exhilarant  and  invigorator  in  some  cases  of  Sterility.  In 
many  instances  of  sterility  associated  with  organic  disease  of  the 
Fallopior  tubes,  abnormal  conditions  of  the  uterus  as  the  body  or 
cervic,  ovarias  disease,  &c.j  conception  is  impossible.  There  are 
other  cases  however  where  we  cannot  see  why  barrenness  should 
be  the  rule.  In  such,  often  associated  with  sexual  frigidity  in  some 
individuals,  in  others  not,  more  often  in  cases  marked  by  debility, 
and  want  of  desire  and  power  of  procreative  ability,  this  com- 
pound of  Gentian  and  Columbo  has  proved  markedly  and  eminent- 
ly efficient.  Instead  of  coldness,  desire  has  returned — a  healthy 
condition  of  this  part  of  the  economy  has  been  established,  and 
fruitf ulness  has  been  the  result.  So  well  satisfied  am  I  as  to  the 
powera  of  this  combination  in  suitable  cases  of  Sterility,  that  I 
commend  it  to  the  consideration  of  others  with  the  belief  that  the 
same  results  will  be  secured.  Surely  in  New  England  there  is  at 
the  present  time  an  iirgent  call  for  the  exhibition  of  some  efficient 
agent  to  promote  the  increase  of  our  population. 
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CHOLERA  INFANTUM. 


Paper  read  by  Dr.  Marston,  before  the  Rock  River,  (Wis.) 
Medical  Society.  He  set  out  by  stating  that  under  this  name  there 
are  generally  included  three  different  affections,  viz.,  1st,  simple 
diarrhoea;  2d,  cholera  infantum  proper,  and  3d,  inflammatory  diar- 
rhcea.  The  general  symptoms  of  simple  diarrlioea  are  a  gradually 
increasing  looseness  of  the  bowels,  followed  by  vomiting  and  other 
signs  of  indigestion.  Cholera  infantum  proper  commences  abruptly 
with  vomiting  and  purging,  under  which  the  little  patient  sinks  in 
in  a  few  days,  aye,  even  in  a  few  hours.  Inflammatory  diarrhoea,  is 
characterized  by  bloody  discharges  and  more  or  less  tenesmus.  The 
treatment  of  this  last  variety  the  author  intends  not  to  discuss. 

In  the  treatment  of  the  first  two  bowel  affections,  our  author 
aims  to  bring  the  bowels  into  a  state  of  physiological  rest.  Hence 
he  withholds  in  the  beginning  all  food,  quenching  the  thirst  of  the 
little  fellow  with  cold  water.  When  the  system  demands  nutrition, 
he  allows  the  breast  to  be  taken  only  moderately.  If  the  child  is 
raised  by  hand,  he  gives  the  cow's  milk  undiluted.  Later  in*  the 
disease  he  gives  animal  broth.  In  kis  medical  treatment  he  relies 
on  opium  in  some  form.  He  generally  prefers  to  give  a  solution 
of  morphia  per  anum.  Opium  thus  given  must  be  in  smaller  quan- 
tity than  when  given  per  os.  Our  author  combines,  in  the  outset 
of  his  treatment  in  cholera  infantum  proper,  opium  with  small 
doses  of  calomel. 

To  improve  the  tonicity  of  the  capillary  vessels  and  secretory 
structure  he  has  found  the  following  of  N.  S.  Davis  very  eflicient. — 

IJ.     Acid,  sulphur,  aromat.,         -        -        -  3  i j 

Magnesia  sulph., 3  i j 

Tr.  opii, 3  ij 

Syr.  simp. 

Aq.  menth.  piper,        -        -        -        aa  33     M. 

Dose:  To  a  child  of  six  months  give  ten  to  twelve  drops  every 
three,  four,  six  or  eight  hours  until  the  discharges  are  reduced  to 
one  a  day.  He  thinks,  however,  that  the  following  may  be  used 
for  the  same  purpose: — 

9.     Bismuth  subnitr.,        -  .      -         -        -  3  ss 

Pulv.  opii,        .        .        -        .        :        ^      gyg,  ij 
Saechari  slbi,        -        -        •        •        -  3ij 
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Mix  and  divide  in  fifteen  powdere,  and  direct  one  to  be  given 
every  three,  four  or  six  hours  for  a  child  one  year  old.  When 
opium  is  used,  inquiry  should  be  made  concerning  the  urinary  se- 
cretions. When  the  patient  is  much  debilitated,  he  combines 
quinine  and  a  vegetable  astringent  with  the  above  anodyne;  or  he 
uses  the  following  combination: — 

3  •     Pulv.  erigeron  canaden.        -        -        -         |  ss 

Quin.  tannatis, 3j 

MorphiflB  sulph.,        -  -        .         *       gr-  j 

AqusB  bull.        -        -        -        .        -  5  v"i  't-  ^**^- 

Dose:  To  a  child  one  year  old  one  teaspoonful  every  three,  four 
or  six  hours.  When  vomiting  or  purging  is  very  active  he  gives 
the  following  solution  :— 

IJ.  SodflB  bicarb., 3j 

Morphia  sttlph., gr.  j 

Aqufie  menth*.  piper,        -        -        -        -         f  ij   M. 

Dose:  To  a  child  one  year  of  age  ten  drops  after  each  act  of 
vomiting.  And  along  with  the  above  he  gives  every  three  or  four 
hours,  until  the  bowels  are  quiet,  one  of  the  following  powders: — 

5 .    Hydr.  chloridi  mitis.,        -  -         -  grg.  iv 

Pulv.  opii, grs.  j 

Sacchari  albi.,        -        -        -        -        .  ^j 
Misce  bene  et  divid.  in  chart.  No.,  viij. 

After  the  symptoms  have  somewhat  subsided,  the  treatment  of 
the  case  is  conducted  as  stated  before.  Later  in  the  attack,  when 
the  discharges  are  frequent  and  consisting  of  mucus,  our  author 
uses  the  following  formula  of  Dr.  Davis,  of  Chicago,  with  good 
results: — 

^     OL  terebinth. 

Tr.  opii, aa         3ij 

Pulv.  acacise, 

Pulv.  sacchari  albi,        -        -        -        aa       3  iij 
Misce  et  adde, 

Aquse  menth.  piper.        -        -        •  1  ij  ^ti.  mist. 

Dose:  To  a  child  from  ten  to  fifteen  months  old  fifteen  drops 
«very  three  to  four  hours. 

This  being  the  subject  for  discussion  to-day,  an  animated  debate 
jtook  place,  in  which  Dr.  Loehr  said  that  his  main  reliance  in  cholera 
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infantum  was  opium  in  rather  large  doses.  If  in  its  use  head 
symptoms  should  supervene,  he  uses  subnitr.  of  bismuth.  He  uses 
also  hot  fomentation  to  the  abdomen. 

Dr.  Senn  is  of  the  opinion  that  this  disease  is  caused  by  an  irri- 
tant either  in  the  bowels  or  stomach,  hence  he  would  give  an  emetic 
of  ipecac.  And  if  there  should  be  any  suspicion  that  an  emetic 
would  not  reach  it,  he  would  use  a  laxative.  However,  not  castor 
oil,  since  this  is  one  of  the  most  irritating  cathartics  in  the  materia 
medica;  he  would  use  salts.  After  this  he  would  use  derivatives 
in  the  form  of  hot  baths.  Next  put  the  alimentary  canal  at  rest 
by  opium,  which  is  our  sheet-anchor  in  this  disease.  He  would, 
however,  also  give  calomel  in  the  beginning  of  the  complaint,  and 
tonics  and  astringents  afterwards.     Is  against  the  use  of  whiskey. 

Dr.  Hunt  would  first  give  castor  oil,  if  the  purging  is  not  ex- 
cessive: afterwards  he  relies  on  whiskey,  paregoric,  or  other  forms 
of  opium.  He  gives  very  seldom,  calomel.  In  regard  to  an  emetic; 
he  thinks  we  generally  see  the  cases  too  late  to  derive  any  benefit 
from  its  use.  As  a  tonic  he  uses  in  the  latter  part  of  the  attack  fi. 
ext.  colomb.  and  strych.  Astringents  have  generally  not  done  well 
in  his  hands.  In  cases  where  there  is  tenesmus,  he  gives  ipecac  in 
small  doses.    He  also  employs  the  warm  bath  with  advantage. 

Dr.  Sheperd  relieves  the  vomiting  of  this  disease  with  bismuth 
and  paregoric;  sometimes  he  uses  in  the  beginning  the  elixir  of 
rhubarb  and  magnesia,  combined  with  paregoric.  He  gives  the 
child  no  water  to  drink,  and  food  only  in  small  quantities. 

Dr.  Rogers'  remedy  is  opium;  under  its  use  vomiting  and  purg- 
ing will  subside.  He,  however,  has  also  used  bromide  of  potassium 
for  vomiting  with  good  results.  He  also  uses  calomel  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  disease.  He  has  never  seen  any  good  results  from  the 
use  of  ipecac  in  diarrhosa,  and  he  is  at  a  loss  to  account  for  its  re- 
putation in  dysentery.     He  has  not  much  confidence  in  astringents. 

Dr.  Lueck  stated  that  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease  he  tried 
almost  everything  recommended  by  good  authorities,  sometimes  to 
his  utmost  disappointment.  Subnitr.  of  bismuth  and  calomel  have 
never  shown  any  good  effect  in  cholera  infantum  under  his  em- 
ployment, hence  he  has  now  discarded  these  remedies  altogether  in 
the  management  of  these  cases. 

From  the  different  opinions  expressed  to-day,  the  Doctor  thinks 
we  may  safely  conclude  that  the  true  pathological  nature  of  this 
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disease  has  not  yet  been  demonstrated.  However,  it  is  generally 
conceded  that  cholera  infantum  is  only  a  functional  derangement 
of  the  digestive  system.  In  fact,  he  looks  upon  it  as  a  catarrh  qi 
the  stomach  and  alimentary  canal.  Fermentation,  and  not  chymi- 
iication,  is  going  on  in  the  stomach  and  duodenum,  and  the  vomi- 
ting and  purging  is  only  the  result  of  this  lactic  fermentation. 
Hence,  to  prevent  fermentation  and  promote  normal  digestion, 
would  be  the  indications  for  treatment.  These  indications  can 
generally  be  accomplished  in  a  recent  case  by  a  few  doses  of  the 
spiced  syrup  of  rhubarb.  If,  however,  the  disease  has  lasted  for 
some  time,  this  simple  remedy  has  no  effect,  and  then  we  have 
found  the  following  combination  of  great  value: 

]J.     Boudault's  pepsine,          -         -          -  gr.  ij. 

Creasote,         - gtt.  1-8 

Opium  pulv., gr.  1-10 

Acid  tannic, gr.  1-8 

01.  cinnamomi, gtt.  1-8 

For  a  dose  to  a  child  one  year  old,  and  repeated  every  three  to 
four  hours. 

Here  we  have  the  creasote  and  pepsine  to  check  fermentation; 
opium  and  aromatics  to  allay  irritation,  and  again  pepsine  with 
tannin  to-give  tone  to  the  relaxed  digestive  system. 

These  few  remedies,  combined  in  various  proportions  to  suit  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  we  have  used  almost  exclusively  for  the 
last  three  years,  with  a  very  satisfactory  result. 

However,  in  chronic  cases,  and  in  those  children  who  are  brought 
up  by  the  hand,  fermentation  seems  to  go  on  faster  than  these 
remedies  are  able  to  check  it;  hence  we  must  discontinue  all  milk- 
diet  and  give  antiseptic  nourishment.  This  we  have  prepared  in 
the  following  manner;  The  yolk  of  one  egg  is  beaten  up  well  with 
one  teaspoonful  of  loaf  sugar;  afterwards  adding  gradually  8  oz. 
of  water.  This  quantity  is  given  at  short  intervals  during  the 
twenty-four  hours.  Along  with  this  food  thin  oatmeal  gruel  is  al- 
lowed as  a  drink  in  place  of  water.  As  soon  as  the  more  active 
symptoms  have  passed,  gruel,  or  arrowroot  is  allowed  more  freely, 
boiled  thoroughly  to  the  consistency  of  syi'up.  Thus  prepared,  it 
lias  been  an  excellent  article  of  diet  for  this  class  of  patients,  not- 
withstanding authority  teaches  us  that  farinaceous  substances  can- 
not be  digested  by  children.  With  this  treatment  counter-irrita- 
tion is  combined  in  the  form  of  hot  baths  and  sinapisms. 
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There  is  a  form  of  cholera  infantum  characterijKed  by  heat  of  the 
head,  flushed  face,  and  frequent  purging  with  little  or  no  vomiting, 
which  seems  to  depend  on  a  catarrh  of  the  small  intestines  without 
implicating  the  stomach.  In  this  affection  opium  causes  congestion 
of  the  brain,  and  cannpt,  therefore,  be  used;  pepsine  generally  aug- 
ments the  intestinal  irritation,  and  must  therefore  be  left  out  of  the 
treatment.  Alkalies  with  small  doses  of  ipecac  first,  and  af  tewards 
mild  astringents,  have  done  excellent  service  in  these  cases. — 27te 
3fedical  and  Surgical  .Reporter. 


I  •     ^     9  I 
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In  a  lecture  by  Sir  William  Gull,  in  27ie  Doctor^  he  says: — 
Of  this  affection  there  were  two  cases  in  the  ward,  which  afford 
a  good  illustration  of  some  of  its  phenomena.  One  of  them  is  a 
girl,  aet.  18,  who  has  been  exposed  to  wet  and  cold,  which  has 
brought  on  an  attack  of  acute  catarrhal  albuminuria.  The  kidney 
is  like  the  lungs  in  this,  that  it  is  liable  to  catarrh ;  and  women  are 
more  liable  to  it  than  men,  their  circulation  altogether  being  more 
easily  disturbed,  and  in  this  case  tlvere  is  constitutionally  a  greater 
tendency;  her  father  died  of  consumption,  Three  weeks,  before 
admission  she  got  her  feet  wet,  and  went  about  in  her  boots  all  day; 
the  next  day  she  felt  languid,  then  she  vomited,  and  soon  began  to 
swell  all  over.  The  urine  was  scanty,  and  on  being  examined  it 
was  found  to  contain  albumen,  with  epithelium  cells,  and  casts 
of  the  tubes.  She  is  slowly  improving,  but  only  very  slowly,  for 
perhaps  of  all  organs  of  the  body  the  kidney  is  one  of  the  slowest 
in  recovering. 

There  are  two  or  three  interesting  things  in  this  patient.  One 
is  that  as  you  have  seen,  there  are  lines  across  her  abdomen,  just 
like  those  which  result  from  child-bearing,  and  if  you  were  not 
aware  of  their  true  nature,  they  would  be  almost  sure  to  give  rise 
to  suspicion.  But  there  is  in  fact  no  reason  to  believe  that  these 
lines  are  due  tq  distention  at  all.  We  may,  I  think,  be  quite  satis- 
fied there  has  been  no  pregnancy  in  this  case.  She  says,  and  there 
is  every  reason  for  believing  her,  that  she  has  always  been  regular 
since  she  first  began  at  the- age  of  16;  and  these  lines,  '^Linisd  eran- 
darum  spurite"  we  may  call  them,  forms  as  a  result  of  a  kind  of 
atrophy  of  the  skin,  a  spontaneous  atrophy,  so  far  as  we  can  trace. 
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Here  is  a  model  of  them  on  the  knee  of  a  boy,  and  here  another 
on  the  forehead  of  a  child.  In  respect  to  the  morbid  conditions  of 
the  kidney  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  kidney  is,  of  all  the 
organs  in  the  body,  perhaps  the  most  vascular.  Certainly,  if  we 
consider  the  rapidity  of  the  circulation  in  it,  it  is  so;  if  we  consider 
the  large  arteries,  and  the  peculiar  arrangement  of  the  malphigian 
bodies,  it  is  an  arterial  gland.  The  spleen,  perhaps  is,  in  one  sense,, 
more  vascular,  it  is  more  a  mass  of  vessel*,  but  vastly  more  blood 
circulates  through  the  kidney,  and  thus  it  becomes  liable  to  throw 
off  albumen  under  various  circumstances;  in  weakness  after  fever,, 
in  attacks  of  cold,  in  little  alterations  of  the  blood  from  indiges- 
tion, or  from  over-fatigue.  In  fact,  any  disturbance  of  the  circu- 
lation or  of  the  digestion  may  bring  it  on;  so  it  may  be  a  symptom 
only  of  these  slight  disturbances,  and  may  recover  in  a  few  days,  or 
may  continue  year  after  year  without  becoming  worse.  In  case  of 
this  kind  the  albumen  is  present,  especially  after  meals.  But  the 
case  of  this  girl  is  not  one  of  this  kind ;  it  is  due  to  some  anatomi- 
cal changes  in  the  kidneys.  We  know  this,  because  she  has  ana- 
sarca, which  is  a  sign  of  it  In  fact,  she  has  catarrhal  Bright's  dis- 
ease. 

Bright's  disease,  which  is  real  structural  disease  of  the  kidney, 
is  of  three  kinds.  We  might  illustrate  it  and  its  relations  to  albu- 
minuria by  inscribing  a  small  circle  whithin  a  large  one,  and  then 
subdividing  the  former;  thus  albuminuria  is  the  large  circle;  that 
comprises  all  cases  in  which  albumen  is  present  in  the  urine,  and  it 
lies  quite  outside  of  Bright^s  disease.  .  That  is  confined  to  cases  of 
anatomical  change  in  the  kidney  itself;  and  the  three  kinds  of  it 
are  these  that  I  will  write: — 

1.  The  catarrhaL 

1.  The  gouty. 

3.  The  cachectic. 

It  is  true  the  gouty  might  be  said  to  be  only  a  form  of  the  cachec- 
tic; but  there  is  a  real  difference  in  the  disease  which  justifies  the 
distilTction.  In  the  gouty  form  of  Bright's  disease,  the  kidney  ig 
contracted  and  small,  and  there  is  no  anasarca.  In  the  cachectic 
form,  which  is  connected  with  syphilis,  with  albuminoid  degen- 
erations and  phthisis,  the  kidney  is  large  and  waxy. 

In  the  catarrhal  the  kidney  is  large  and  swollen,  the  epithelium 
becomes  fatty,  anasarca  takes  place  rapidly,  it  is  what  is  called 
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"acute  dropsy.''    The  people  become  languid  and  we  can  smell 
their  breath  that  there  is  urine  in  it. 

The  gouty  kidney  is  met  with  chiefly  in  the  upper  classes;  the 
catarrhal  rather  in  the  lower,  who  suffer  from  exposure  and  cold;, 
there  is  no  anasarca;  the  patients  are  pallid,  they  have  headache, 
they  pass  little  urine  of  low  specific  gravity.  It  is  easily  overlooked, 
but  appears  at  once  when  we  examine  the  urine.  It  is  indicated, 
too,  by  the  aspect  of  the  face,  and  the  breath,  and  by  the  pulse. 

This  last  is  hard,  because  probably  from  resistance  to  the  cirW 
lation  in  the  minute  vessels  the  left  ventricle  is  enlarged. 

In  the  cachectic  form  of  Bright's  disease,  there  is  albuminoid 
deposit  in  the  kidneys.  It  comes  in  syphilitic  children,  and  in  the 
consumptive;  and  the  kidney,  as  I  have  said,  is  the  seat  of  waxy  de- 
generation ;  it  undergoes  an  amyloid  change,  in  which  the  blood-ves- 
sels are  largely  concerned.  The  other  glands,  too,  are  generally  en- 
larged. In  this  form  also  there  is  much  dropsy.  Here  the  affec- 
tion of  the  kidney  forms  only  a  part  of  the  general  cachexia;  it  is 
but  a  fraction,  and  we  might  almost  say  an  insignificant  fraction, 
of  the  disease;  in  the  catarrhal  form  it  is  the  main  disease;  in  the 
gouty  it  is  a  chief  part. 

These  are  the  three  great  varieties  of  Bright's  disease.  The  girl 
whose  case  we  have  been  speaking  of  presents  the  catarrhal  form, 
due  directly  to  exposure.  There  is  another  case  of  it  also  in  the 
wards,  a  man  in  whom  it  has  come  on  after  smaR-pox.  It  is  essen- 
tially the  same  form  of  the  disease,  though  different  in  its  origin. 
It  is  a  f requeue  sequel  of  fevers,  and  of  various  kinds  of  them. 
But  you  must  carefully  distinguish  Bright's  disease  from  albumin- 
uria. Nothing  could  be  more  false  than  the  formula,  albuminuria — 
Bright's  disease.  And  if  it  should  get  into  your  minds,  see  that 
you  entirely  banish  it.  Albuminuria  may  be  a  mere  transient  dis- 
order of  cii-culation  or  assimilation;  Bright's  disease  is  a  structural 
perversion  of  the  kidney.  And  let  me  add  one  thing  more.  The 
important  element,  as  concerns  the  health,  even  in  Bright's  disease, 
is  not  the  presence  of  the  albumen;  it  is  the  absence  of  the  proper 
urine.  It  is  the  failure  of  the  kidney  to  discharge  its  function  of 
elimination ;  not  its  suffering  to  escape  a  little  of  the  pabulum  of 
the  blood.  This  loss  is  doubtless  an  evil,  though'  the  cases  are 
probably  few  in  which  it  would  be  a  very  serious  one,  if  it  stood 
alone;  the  great  damage  is  done  by  the  retention  in  the  blood  of 
the  urea  and  other  excreta.     So  the  instrument  by  which  to  meas- 
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ure  the  gravity  of  the  disease  is  not  the  lamp  and  nitric  acid,  but 
this,  the  test  for  the  specific  gravity. — The  Medical  and  Surgical 
Jieporter. 


♦  • 


ACTION  OF  MERCURY  ON  THE  LIVER. 

The  valuable  report  of  the  Edinburgh  Committee  of  the  British 
Medical  Association  on  the  Action  of  Mercury  on  the  Liver,  added 
very  largely  to  our  knowledge  of  the  subject,  without  altogether 
settling  a  great  many  important  questions  concerning  the  therapeu- 
tics of  the  drug. 

Few  physicians  who  have  had  any  practical  experience  of  the 
use  of  mercurial  purgatives  in  cases  of  so-called  "biliousness,"  will 
deny  that  their,  immediate  effect  is  decidedly  beneficial,  although 
many  may  be  deterred  from  employing  them  by  the  belief  that, 
once  begun,  they  must  be  continued,  and  will  ultimately  prove 
highly  injurious  to  the  patient.  The  relief  occasioned  by  a  blue 
pill  and  a  saline  purgative  is  a  matter  of  every-day  observation ; 
but  the  modus  operandi  of  the  mercury  is  a  question  on  which 
much  difference  of  opinion  prevails,  and  any  attempt  to  answer  it 
must  depend,  to  a  considerable  extent,  on  the  view  taken  of  the 
pathology  of  "biliousness."  Do  the  dull,  heavy,  and  languid  feel- 
ing, the  disclination  to  exertion,  mental  or  bodily,  the  irritable  or 
peevish  temper,  the  failing  appetite,  the  muddy  complexion,  and 
dingy  conjunctiva,  which  most  persons  know,  alas!  too  well,  owe 
their  origin  to  catarrahal  changes  in  the  gastric  and  intestinal 
mucous  membranes  alone?  or  is  popular  pathology  partly  right  in 
ascribing  them  to  "bile  in  thfe  blood"  or  "sluggish  liver?"  For  our 
part,  we  are  inclined  to  hold  the  latter  opinion,  and  to  believe  that 
not  without  reason  are  the  disappearance  from  the  eyes  of  the  yel- 
lowish tinge  which  seems  as  if  it  only  required  to  be  somew^hat 
deepened  to  become  jaundice,  and  the  co-incident  appearance  of  bile 
in  the  stools  after  a  mercurial  purgative,  pointed  to  as  proofs  that 
too  much  bile  in  the  blood  is  (partly  at  least)  the  cause  of  bilious- 
ness, since  with  its  removal  from  the  system  the  symptoms  disap- 
pear. So  long  as  it  was  supposed  that  bile  was  formed  in  the  blood, 
and  only  seperated  from  it  by  the  liver,  such  a  view  as  this  might 
meet  with  ready  acceptance:  but  how  are  we  to  reconcile  it  with 
the  doctrine  of  most  physiologists,  that  bile  is  not  separated  from 
the  blood  by  the  liver,  but  is  formed  within  that  organ  itself  ? 


Action  of  Mercury  on  the  Liver,  88 

Fortunately,  this  is  not  difficult,  for  Schiff  has  shown  that  we  have 
been  latterly  accustomed  to  take  too  narrow  a  view  of  the  func- 
tions of  the  liver,  and  that  it  separates  bile  from  the  blood,  or,  as 
we  may  term  it,  excretes,  as  well  as  forms  or  secretes  it.  This  he 
did  by  tying  the  ductus  choledochus  in  dogs,  and  putting  a  can- 
nula into  the  gall-bladder,  so  that  he  could  collect  the  whole  of  the 
bile  secreted  by  the  liver.  Immediately  after  the  operation  the 
flow  of  bile  was  abundant,  but  in  the  course  of  half  an  hour  it  be- 
came grelitly  diminished,  and  remained  so,  never  again  reaching  the 
amount  at  first  observed.  This  curious  result  Schiff  found  to  be 
due  to  the  bile  being  all  removed  from  the  body  by  the  canula,  in- 
stead of  passing,  as  it  normally  does,  into  the  duodenum,  whence 
it  is  reabsorbed  into  the  blood,  and  again  excreted  by  the  liver.  In 
the  first  half  hour  after  the  fistula  was  made,  the  liver  was  excre- 
ting as  well  as  forming  bile,  and  so  more  flowed  from  it  than  in 
any  subsequent  period  when  it  was  only  forming  it. 

Whenever  Schiff  introduced  bile  int©  the  blood,  either  by  in- 
jecting it  directly  into  the  veins,  or  putting  it  into  the  duodenum, 
stomach,  or  areolar  tissue,  the  flow  of  the  bile  from  the  liver  was 
at  once  increased,  but  again  diminished  when  the  additional  bile 
had  been  excreted.  By  another  series  of  experiments,  he  also 
found  that  not  only  can  a  certain  quantity  of  bile  be  present  in 
the  blood  without  producing  jaundice,  but  that  it  probably  is  al- 
ways present.  We  thus  see  that,  normally,  a  great  part  of  the  bile 
goes  round  in  a  circle,  from  the  liver  into  the  duodenum,,  thence 
into  the  blood,  so  to  the  liver  again,  while  another  part  is  carried 
down  by  the  contents  of  the  intestine,  and,  after  becoming  more 
or  less  altered,  passes  out  of  the  body  with  the  faeces. 

Let  us  now  consider  what  the  result  will  be  if  the  quantity  of  bile 
circulating  in  this  way  should  be  increased.  All  observers  are 
agreed  that  abundant  food  increases  the  secretion  of  bile;  and  we 
will  suppose  that  this  has  been  done  by  continued  good  living  and  • 
a  succession  of  heavy  dinners,  such  as  most  Englishmen  are  a«- 
ousfomed  to  indulge  in  at  Christmas  time.  The  stomach  and  in- 
testines, in  all  probability,  also  become  disordered,  and  it  would  be 
hard  to  say  what  part  of  the  condition  in  which  the  patient  then 
finds  himself  is  to  be  assigned  to  them  and  what  to  the  bile;  but 
this  we  can  readily  see,  that  all  the  symptoms  that  an  excess  of  bile 
in  the  blood  can  produce,  short  of  jaundice,  will  be  occasdoned; 
nor  can  these  be  removed  by  any  purgative  medicine,  which  like 
aloes,  will  merely  act  on  the  large  intestine.     The  colon  may  be 
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cleared  of  its  contents,  but  the  bile  will  go  on  undisturbed  in  its 
accustomed  round.  Very  different,  however,  will  be  the  result  if 
a  purgative  be  administered  which  will  act  on  the  duodenum,  as 
we  will  assume  mercury  to  do,  more  especially  if  it  be  combined 
with  such  a  one  as  sulphate  of  magnesia,  which  will  act  on  the  rest 
of  the  bowels.  The  mercury  stimulates  the  duodenum  to  peris- 
taltic contraction,  the  bile  is  hurried  rapidly  downwards,  the  remain- 
der of  the  intestine  is  likewise  contracting  vigorously,  and  in  a 
short  time  all  chance  of  absorption  is  gone,  for  the  bile  has  been 
finally  evacuated.  All  excess  of  bile  has  thus  been  got  rid  of,  and, 
as  far  as  it  is  concerned,  the  liver,  the  duodenuqi,  and  other  organs 
may  now  go  on  performing  their  functions  in  the  normal  way,  until 
some  fresh  indiscretion  on  the  part  of  the  patient  causes  a  distur- 
bance. 

In  the  account  we  have  just  given  of  the  action  of  a  mercurial 
purgative,  we  have  assumed  that  it  acts  on  the  duodenom.  Now, 
this  we  cannot  at  present  directly  prove;  but  we  have  the  indirect 
proof  afforded  by  the  fact,  observed  by  Radziejewski,  that  leucine 
and  tyrosine,  which  are  products  of  pancreatic  digestion,  appear  in 
the  fsBces  after  the  administration  of  mercurials,  as  well  as  that 
yielded  by  the  large  evacuations  of  bile  which  calomel  produces, 
and  which,  as  Buchheim  has  shown,  really  give  their  characteristic 
green  color  to  the  so-called  "calomel  stools."  By  thus  causing  elmina- 
tion  of  bile,and  lessening  the  amount  circulating  in  the  blood,calomel 
acts  as  la  true  cholagogue,  in  the  sense  in  which  the  word  was  em- 
ployed by  those  physicians  who  looked  upon  the  liver  merely  as  an 
excreting  organ,  although,  as  modem  experimenters  have  proved 
it  may  lessen  the  amount  actually  secreted;  and  this  it  may  do  in  a 
double  fashion,  for  not  only  does  it  diminish  the  quantity  which 
has  to  be  excreted  by  the  liver  in  the  manner^  already  explained, 
but  as  the  Edinburgh  Committee  of  the  British  Medical  Associ- 
ation have  shown,  it  likewise  lessens  the  formation  of  bile.  In 
their  experiments,  the  diminished  secretion  which  followed  mercu- 
rial purgation  could  not  be  due  to  the  prevention  of  reabsorp^on, 
for  the  whole  of  the  bile  was  regularly  removed  from  the  body  as 
quickly  as  it  was  secreted,  and  we  are,  therefore,  obliged  to  attri- 
bute it  to  diminished  formation.  What  the  cause  of  this  may  be, 
we  are  not  at  present  in  a  position  confidently  to  state;  but  we 
know  that  fasting  lessens  the  formation  of  bile,  and  if  the  food  be 
hurrried  out  of  the  intestine  by  a  purgative  before  it  has  time  to- 
be  absorbed,  it  might  just  as  well  not  have  been  eaten  at  all. 
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We  have  now  seen  how  an  excess  of  bile  may  be  present  in  the 
blood  without  the  liver  being  either  "sluggish"  or  torpid;  and  it 
seems  to  us  that  the  difference  of  opinion  which  has  hitherto  pre- 
vailed regarding  the  action  of  mercurials*  is  in  great  measure  due 
to  attention  having  been  directed  to  the  amount  of  bile  poured 
out  from  the  liver,  instead  of  what  is  of  much  more  importance  in 
reference  to  "biliousness" — viz:  the  quantity  which  remains  in  the 
blood  after  a  dose  of  blue  pill  or  calomel. —  TTie  Cincinnati  Medi- 
cal Nevss. 


ACTJEA  RACEMOSA. 


BY  P.  H.  BAILEY,  M.  D.,    KNOXVILLE,  TENN. 


This  is  a^^lant  well  known  in  the  United  States,  and  variously 
called  Cimicifuga  Racemosa,  Cohosh,  and  Black  Snakeroot.  Its 
use  as  a  medicine  appears  to  be  principally  confined  to  the  United 
States  and  the  Canadas.  I  have  been  familiar  with  it  from  my 
first  oonmiencement  of  study.  Dr.  Horace  Green  used  it  freely 
in  his  early  practice,  and  in  his  "Selections  of  Prescriptions,"  it  is 
mentioned  in  several  formulse.  It  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
known  to  English  writers  except  from  American  sources  of  inform- 
ation. Pereira  mentions  it  in  the  American  edition  of  his  Materia 
Medica  (1846).  Neligan,  in  his  edition  of  1844,  alludes  to  it  mere- 
ly from  American  authority.  It  is  in  rheumatism  that  it  has  been 
mostly  used  in  this  country,  and  I  have,  for  that  affection,  as  well 
as  in  chronic  ailments  of  the  hepatic  function,  used  it  with  favor- 
able results. 

I  generally  combine  it  with  iod.  potassii,  and  other  agents  which 
may  be  indicated  at  the  same  time.  It  can  be  used  in  acute  rheu- 
matism, combined  with  alkaline  salts,  ipecac  and  sanguinaria  cana- 
densis. In  'sub-acute  and  chronic  rheumatism  I  have  made  free  use 
■of  it  in  connection  with  tonics  and  tonic  alteratives. 

In  xjhronic  affections  of  the  liver,  where  there  is  a  dull,  aching 
pain  cojnplained  of  in  the  right  and  upper  part  of  that  organ,  at- 
tended with  the  usual  pain  at  the  top  of  the  shoulder,  I  have  giv- 
•en  actaBa  freely,  and  am  in  almost  the  daily  habit  of  prescribing  it 
in  this  locality,  where  such  an  affection  is  very  common. 

Dr.  Green  alludes  to  its  use  in  chorea,  and  it  is  doubtless  in  ca- 
ses where  that  disease  is  a  concomitant  or  sequel  of  rheumatism, 
that  it  has  been  successful. 
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The  following  is  a  favorite  formula  with  me  in  any  non-inflam- 
matory condition  of  the  liver: — 

IJ     Tr.  act.  racemosse,  -         -         -  3  ij. 

lod.  potassii, 3  ij. 

Syr.  ipecac, 1], 

Tr.  sang,  canad.,         -         -         -        -  5  ^s.     M. 
Sig.     Teaspoonful  three  times  daily. 

In  acute  rheumatism  I  use  a  similar  mixture,  giving  less  of  the 
actsea  and  more  of  the  ipecac. 

Very  often  I  combine  tr.  cinchona,  or  sulph.  quinine,  according 
to  conditions  and  indications. 

In  reviewing  the  literature  upon  this  medicine,  I  find  that  in  the 
December  number  of  the  Chicago  Medical  Mcanimer  there  is  an 
article  of  my  own,  in  which  the  use  of  actasa  was  bei^ficial  in  a 
case  of  rheumatism  followed  with  decided  symptoms  of  chorea. 

The  patient,  a  young  lady  of  seventeen,  was  attacked  with  rheu- 
matism of  the  right  foot  and  ankle.  By  the  employment  of  iod. 
potassii^  pulv.  doveri,  and  spts.  nit.  dulc,  the  extremity  became 
better,  but  chorea  soon  made  its  appearance  in  the  same  limb.  On 
the  second  day,  the  muscles  of  the  right  side  of  the  face  were  in- 
volved, and  it  appeared  inmiinent  that  chorea  might'  become  fully 
developed.     I  accordingly  prescribed  as  follows: — 

IJ     Fluid  ext.  valerian, 

Fluid  ext.  act.  racemosae,        -  -     aa  5  j. 
Syr.  iod.  ferri,     ....  |  ss. 

Sulph.  quinine.         -        -        -  -         3j. 

To  be  taken  in  doses  of  a  teaspoonful  three  times  daily. 

The  convulsive  movements  soon  began  to  disappear,  but  contin- 
ued to  be  apparent  after  she  was  able  to  walk  about. 

After  about  two  months,  during  which  time  she  continued  to 
take  the  mixture,  all  traces  of  the  affection  disappeared.  If  I  re- 
collect rightly,  however,  the  young  lady  became  affected  with  car- 
diac symptoms,  suffering  from  palpitation  and  becoming  pale  and 
ansemic  in  appearance. 

In  the  Chicago  Medical  Mcaminer^  for  July,  1861,  in  an  article 
upon  the  this  subject.  Dr.  Davis  gives  a  description  of  the  plant, 
and  mentions  the  views  taken  by  different  writers  in  regard  to  its 
real  properties.     Allusion   is   made  to  the  remarks  in    the   U.   S. 
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Dispensatory,  where  it  is  stated  "to  be  a  tonic,  with  the  property 
of  stimulating  the  secretions  of  the  skin,  kidneys,'  and  pulmonary 
mucous  membrane." 

Dr.  D.  thinks  the  primary  action  to  be  sedative,  lessening  the 
frequency  and  force  of  the  pulse,  soothing  pain,  and  allaying  irri- 
tability. 

Dr.  Young,  in  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences^  for 
February,  1832,  details  cases  in  which  chorea  was  successfully 
treated  by  means  of  this  medicine. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Garden,  of  Charlotte,  Va.,  as  early  as  1823,  published 
a  paper  in  the  Medical  Recorder^  in  which  its  influence  in  pulmo- 
nary affections  is  brought  to  notice. 

In  1843,  twenty  years  afterwards,  the  same  writer  again  recurs 
to  the  use  of  this  remedy,  where  its  utility  is  confirmed  after  so 
many  years*  experience. 

But  I  have  already  devoted  more  space  to  the  consideration  of 
Actsea  than  at  first  contemplated.  I  will  refer,  in  closing,  to  an 
article  in  Part  xliv,  page  26,  Braithwaite,  by  Dr  F.  R.  McDonald. 

He  states  that  his  attention  was  called  to  the  medicine  by  Dr. 
Voris,  who  lived  near  New  York.  He  says  he  has  employed  it  in 
all  the  acute  forms  of  rheumatism;  not  only  in  cases  where  there 
are  slight  rheumatic  pains,  but  that  in  the  severest  forms  its  bene- 
ficial effects  have  been  best  shown. 

In  a  case  of  acute  rheumatism  of  the  right  knee,  which  I  have 
lately  treated,  I  gave  actsea  in  connection  with  iod.  potassii,  with 
very  good  results. 

From  what  has  been  observed  by  others,  as  well  as  from  my  own 
personal  experience,  this  agent  appears  to  have  something  of  a 
neuralgic  effect,  acting  upon  the  aervous  centres.  Whatever  may 
be  its  modus  operandi,  there  is  no  question  as  to  its  value  in  thera- 
peutics.-^Will  other  observers  report  the  results  of  their  experi. 
ence?  Will  those  who  have  never  used  it  give  it  a  trial? — The 
Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter, 


■♦-♦-♦- 


GELSEMINUM. 


BY  JOHN  S.  HUGHSOX,  M.  D.,  OF  SUMTER,  S.  C. 


Dr.  Murray,  in  a  recent  number  of  the  Reporter,  expressed  the 
hope  that  some  of  the  readers  would  test  the  anti-periodic  virtues  of 
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the  Gelseminum..  and  record  the  results  of  their  experience  for  the 
benefit  of  the  profession  at  large." 

Having  used  this  medicine  as  an  anti-periodic  for  the  past  two 
years,  I  can,  with  pleasure,  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  its  value 
in  malarial  fevers. 

At  first  I  used  it  in  connection  with  quinine,  or  rather  using  qui- 
nine in  the  first  instance  for  three  days,  then  reducing  the  dose  or 
entirely  omitting  its  use,  and  ordering  gelseminum  to  be  taken  till 
the  seventh  day  be  past.  In  ordinary  intermittent  fever  this  treat- 
ment will  sufi^ce;  of  course,  the  secretions  being  kept  in  a  healthy 
condition. 

Latterly  I  have  used  the  gelseminum  alone,  and  have  been  pleased 
with  the  results;  and  if  the  case  is  taken  at  its  commencement  no 
other  anti-periodic  will  be  needed.  In  remittent  fevers  I  use  the 
gelseminum  during  the  paroxysm  as  well  as  in  the  remission,  add- 
ing the  quinine  in  the  remission.  With  this  treatment  I  am  satis- 
fied that  the  disease  is  often  brought  to  a  close  by  restoration  to 
health  in  a  much  shorter  time  than  by  the  quinine  treatment  alone. 
After  the  cessation  of  fever  I  depend  entirely  on  the  gelseminum. 
I  commonly  prescribe  it  in  intermittent  fever,  in  eight  to  ten  drop 
doses  of  Tilden's  Fluid  Extract,  four  times  a  day,  until  convales- 
cence is  beginning  to  be  established,  then  three  times  a  day;  in  re- 
mittent fevers,  eight  drops  every  three  or  four  hours.  The  pulse 
is  rendered  less  frequent,  temperature  of  the  body  reduced,  dia- 
phoresis brought  on,  the  remission  occurs  earlier  than  it  would 
otherwise,  and  a  return  to  health  is  more  rapid. 

In  chronic  cases  of  intermittent  fever  I  combine  it  thus : — 

^     Liq.  potass,  arsen.. 

Fid.  ext.  gelsem.        -        -        -        aa.  |  ss. — M. 

Sig. — ^Take  sixteen  drops  just  after  each  meal  for  one  week;  then 

omit  for  five  days,  take  for  two  days,  and  so  continue  for  one 
month. 

This  treatment  I  saw  recommended  in  some  jooimal  over  two 
years  ago,  and  have  never  yet  known  it  to  fail  when  the  directions 
have  been  faithfully  attended  to.  This  remedy  is  well  worth  a 
trial  by  all  physicians  practicing  in  a  malarial  region. 

I  have  also  used  it  with  benefit  in  irritable  heart,  characterized 
by  rapid  pulse,  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  frequent  palpitations.- 
Five  drops  three  times  a  day. 

In  irritability  of  the  bladder,  frequent  desire  to  urinate,  mictur- 
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ition  difficult,  drop  by  drop,  I  have  used  no  other  remedy  that  af- 
forded so  much  satisfaction.  (See  AmeHcan  Journal  of  Medical 
Sciences^  January,  1872,  article  by  Dr.  Hill.) 

It  is  well  for  us  in  using  this  remedy  to  recollect  its  physiologi- 
cal effects  upon  the  human  system,  and  also  the  varied  susceptibil- 
ity of  different  systems  to  the  action  of  medicines. 

I  am  generally  in  the  habit  of  directing  the  attention  of  the 
patient  or  attendant  to  its  effects  upon  the  eyes,  and  when  dimness 
of  vision  or  double-sightedness  is  produced,  to  omit  one  or  two 
doses  till  this  passes  off,  and  then  continue  as  before.  Should  mus- 
cular relaxation  and  great  prostration  be  produced,  dilated  pupils 
with  inability  to  open  the  eyelids,  and  a  slow,  weak  pulse,  brandy 
and  paregoric  would  be  found  appropriate  and  sufficient,  in  ordin- 
ary cases,  to  relieve  the  toxical  effect  of  the  gelseminum. — Medical 
and  8urgical  Reporter. 


TREATMENT  OF  OONORRHCEA. 


Mr.  J.  L.  Milton,  of  London,  in  his  late  work  ou  gonorrhoea, 
divides  the  means  of  treatment  into  three,  viz.:  internal  remedies, 
external  applications,  and  direct  applications.  Under  the  first 
division  he  discusses  the  use  of  copaiba,  stating  that  though  it  has 
proved  of  service  in  a  great  many  cases,  yet  it  fails  in  a  certain 
number  in  every  form,  and  that  severe  symptoms  have  been  pro- 
produced  from  its  use,  "  in  doses  which  very  good  surgeons  have 
not  hesitated  to  recommend."  He  gives  a  table  of  cases  treated 
with  copaiba  by  him,  with  very  unfavorable  results. 

He  is  favorably  inclined  toward  the  use  of  sandal-wood  oil 
combined  with  injections,  but  states  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to 
get  it  pure.  The  other  remedies  contained  in  this  section  he 
condemns.  He  makes  a  tirade  against  anti-phlogistic  means,  such 
as  blood-letting,  which  seems  to  us  to  be  at  least  twenty  years 
behind  date,  as  we  know  of  no  practice  requiring  to  be  thus 
declaimed  against.  A  powerful  purgative  given  at  the  outset  of  an 
attack,  he  believes,  may  be  a  material  aid  in  cutting  short  the 
disease  in  mild  cases;  and  apperients  given  along  with  injections, 
he  thinks,  may  do  good  in  many  cases.  It  m^.y  here  be  remarked 
that  this  treatment,  with  the  addition  of  the  parts  being  supported, 
was  prescribed  at  the  out-door  dispensary  of  the  Glasgow  Royal 
Infirmary  by  one  of  our  professore,  and  it  met  with  complete  sucsces 
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in  the  greater  number  of  cases.  He  thinks  that  diuretics  may  be 
of  use.  Mercurials  he  condemns,  stating  that  they  are  still 
believed  in  in  Germany,  Belgium,  and  Italy. 

The  only  thing  recommended  by  him  under  the  head  of  external 
applications,  is  hot  water,  so  hot  as  to  cause  the  penis  to  turn  red. 
This  he  states  gives  great  relief. 

With  regard  to  direct  applications,  he  characterizes  injections  as 
the  right  arm  of  the  service,  and  disputes  the  statement  made  by 
many,  that  injections  induce  orchitis  or  stricture,  at  the  same  time 
admitting  that  they  may  hasten  the  appearance  of  the  swelling  in 
orchitis,  though  they  can  not  be  considered  the  predisposing  cause. 

With  regard  to  the  substances  to  be  injected,  he  gives  a  list  of  46, 
which  have  been  proposed  within  the  last  few  years,  many  of  them 
wholly  injurious.  A  number  of  these  he  discusses  at  length,  but 
prefers  nit.  argent,  and  chloride  of  zinc.  He  then  gives  his  own 
treatment,-  which  he  divides  into  abortive  and  ordinary. 

The  abortive  treatment  may  be  used  in  cases  adapted  for  it, 
which  he  describes.  It  consists  of  nit.  argent,  gr.  v.  to  gr.  x.  to 
the  ounce,  introduced  well  into  the  urethra  by  a  syringe  with  a  long 
nozzle.  Tha  exhibition  of  gr.  iv.  calomel,  followed  by  seidlitz 
powders  until  several  loose  motions  are  produced,  and  after  each 
motion  patient  to  inject  urethra  with  nit.  argent,  gr.  iii.  to  v.  to  the 
5  j. .  He  states  that  few  cases  are  found  suitable  for  the  abortive 
treatment.  His  ordinary  treatment  consists  in  administering 
acetate  of  potash  in  combination  with  spirits  of  nitrous  ether, 
along  with  purgatives  and  aperients,  and  injections  of  nit.  argent., 
commencing  at  gr.  -J  to  gr.  j.  to  ^  j.,  gradually  increased  to  gr.  x. 
to  the  ^  j.  to  be  used  once  daily  until  the  disease  is  almost  gone, 
then  .every  second  day,  and  this  to  be  continued  for  at  least  eight 
days  after  the  last  drop  of  discharge  has  shown  itself.  Along  with 
this  the  patient  may  use  an  injection  of  the  sulphate  and  chlor. 
of  zinc,  2  grs.  of  the  former  to  l-4th  gr.  of  the  latter  to  the  §  j. 
And  he  lays  down  as  a  golden  rule  in  using  injections,  "  a  slight 
fueling  of  heat  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  or  twenty  minutes  after  is 
all  that's  required."  If  more  than  this  the  injection  is  too  strong, 
if  less,  it  is  too  weak. 

In  women  he  recommends  the  same  internal  treatment  along  with 
injections  of  sulph.  of  zinc,  and  after  a  time  of  oak  bark. — Medical 
and  Surgical  Reporter, — Michigan  University  Medical  Journal^ 
January,  1873. 
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Tannin  Packing  In  Proiapsus  Urerl,  etc.— 

Dr.  G.  P,  Hachenberg  of  Rochester,  N  .Y.,  has  found  the  free 
application  .of  tannin  very  efficacious  in  relaxations  of  the  uterine, 
vaginal  and  other  tissues.  He  says:  "For  many  years  I  have  treat- 
prolapsus  uteri  by  packing  tannin  around  the  mouth  and  neck  of 
the  womb.  When  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  XJ.  S.  Hospital  at  Fort 
Randall,  D.  T.,  a  laundress  of  the  institution  was  much  troubled 
with  chronic  prolapsus  uteri.  She  had  worn  a  pessary  for  many 
years.  I  removed  the  instrument,  and  treated  her  with  success  by 
tannin  packing.  The  application  usually  was  made  in  the  morning 
of  the  day  when  she  was  to  do  a  heavy  day's  washing.  This  poor 
woman  said,  after  making  an  application:  '  after  you  put  that  med- 
icine in  I  felt  well  and  strong;  I  feel  as  if  I  had  no  womb.'  Since 
that  time,  I  have  treated  with  uniform  success  many  lady  patients 
who  were  subject  to  prolapsus  uteri.  As  I  have  hardly  failed  to 
control  the  most  obstinate  case  of  prolapsus  by  this  treatment,  I 
discard  the  use  of  the  pessary.  The  packing  is  likewise  indicated 
in  some  cases  of  displacement  of  the  uterus — indeed  in  all,  when 
complicated  with  prolapsus.  As  a  remedy  for  leucorrhcea,  where 
the  seat  of  the  inflammation  is  at  the  mouth  of  the  womb  or  with- 
in the  vagina,  it  usually  gives  prompt  relief.  A  few  months  ago  a 
lady  consulted  me  for  a  chronic  ulceration  of  the  rectum,  located 
within  two  inches  of  the  sphincter.  So  sensitive  were  the  effected 
parts,  that  almost  any  local  application  caused  pain  and  unpleas- 
ant constitutional  effects.  For  weeks  I  treated  the  case  with  an 
injection  composed  of  tannin,  glycerine  and  black  wash,  with  some 
benefit.  Finally,  I  resorted  to  tannin  packing  into  the  rectum 
once  a  week.  In  a  month  the  discharge  of  pus  and  sanious  mat- 
ter ceased,  and  the  patient  rapidly  increased.  Med.  Record. — 77ie 
Cincinnati  Medical  News. 


Medical  Treatnnent  of  Prolapse  of  the  Womb.— 

Dr.  Andreef  discards  pessaries  in  such  casas.  In  some  cases  he- 
reports  the  treatment  pursued  consisted  in  replacing  the  uterus  while 
the  woman  was  in  a  recumbent  position.  Then,  with  the  aid  of  the 
speculum,  the  fold  of  the  vagina,  that  is  to  say,  the  part  surround- 
ing the  OS,  was  painted  with  half  a  drachm  of  a  tincture  composed 
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of  one  part  of  tincture  of  iodine  and  one  part  of  alcohol.  He  di- 
luted the  officinal  tincture  of  iodine,  becuse  the  undiluted  tincture 
sometimes  sets  up  acute  catarrh  of  the  vagina,  and  even  of  the 
uterus,  as  he  had  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  previously.  Af- 
ter the  application  of  the  tincture,  the  patient  remained  for  three 
days  in  bed,  and  had  an  injection  four  times  a  day  of  pure  spring 
water  at  a  temperature  of  twenty  degrees  R.  The  painting  was 
then  I'e-applied,  and  the  douches  repeated.  After  a  repetition  of 
this  plan  of  treatment  four  times,  the  patient  found  herself  well, 
and  was  dismissed.  Four  months  subsequently  she  was  pregnant 
and  quite  healthy;  no  descent  of  the  uterus  had  occurred. — Med, 
a7id  S^u/rg.  Re2yorter, — TJie  Cincinnati  Medical  News, 


Taraxaoin^- 

Leontodon  is  a  valuable  remedy  in  all  diseases  of  the  digestive 
and  hepatic  systems. 

Its  action  is  cholagogue  and  tonic.  I  have  found  it  excellent  in 
the  following  form: 

R     Taraxacin, 

Hydrastin, aa  grs.  xxx; 

Extract  nux  vomica, grs.  viij. — Mix, 

Make  twenty  pills,  one  thrice  daily.     Valuable  in  dyspepsia  and 
constipation. 
Dose  of  the  remedy,  two  to  three  grains. 


The  Mumps.— 

Dr.  Eldridge  says  he  had  invariably  cured  mumps,  even  when 

orchitis  had  taken  place,  with  an  emetic  in  twelve,  fourteen  or 
twenty-four  hours.  He  never  knew  the  emetic  to  fail. — Detroit 
Review  of  Med.  and  Pharm, 

Treatment  of  Tlo-Douloureux  by  Meane  of  lee. 

(W.  Wentteritz:  Ziur  Behandlung  dee  He  dotdoureux  mit  JEiss- 
trcichunge^i — Mitt,  des  AerzU,  Vereins  in  Wie9iy  Bd.  1,  No'.  18727. 

In  a  very  stubborn  case  of  facial  neuralgia  in  a  lady,  which  had 
not  yielded  to  any  of  the  means  applied,  a  smooth  piece  of  ice  was 
stroked  gently  over  the  affected  side  of  the  face  every  five  minutes. 
The  painfulness  of  the  application  is  lessened  by  holding  soma 
alcoholic  fluid  in  the  mouth  until  a  slight  feeling  of  warmth  is 
excited.  The  pain,  which  disappeared  in  twelve  hours  under  this 
treatment,  had  not  returned  ten  months  subsequently. — Phil,  T^mes, 
—  The  Clinic,  October  19,  1872. 
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The  Practice  of  Pharmacy.— 

The  Pharmaceutical  Eocamining  Board,  appointed  in  April  last 
by  the  Mayor  of  this  city,  have  made  a  report  of  their  doings  dur- 
ing  1872.  They  state  that  604  applicants  for  registration  as  pro- 
prietors were  received,  of  which  492  were  approved  and  certificates 
issued.  There  were  also  287  applications  from  clerks,  of  whom  250 
appeared  for  examination.  Certificates  as  qualified  assistants  were 
granted  to  1«5,  and  66  were  rejected  as  incompetent.  Five  per- 
sons not  graduates  in  pharmacy  were  certified  to  as  competent  to 
open,  retail  drug  stores,  and  ^yQ  were  rejected. —  The  Medical  and 
Surgical  Reporter. 


irown-Sequard's  Neufalglc  Pill.— 

5     Extract  belladon gr.  1-6 

stramon. gr.  1-6 

cannab.  ind gr.  1-4 

aconit gr.  1-3 

opii gr.  1-2 

hyoscyam gr.  2-3 

conii gr.  1 

JL    Ul  V,    VL^j  v/..  ..............   ........  6^A .    vJ.    O. 

For  one, pill. — The  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter, 


^M^nUX. 


FLUID  EXTRACTS, 


U 


They  don't  know  the  difference,    they  sell  just  as  well,  ani> 
come  cheafbb." 

*'Sach  is  the  language  that  greeted  my  ear  from  a  small  office  in  one  cor- 
ner of  a  Drug  Store,  while  waiting  a  short  time  since  for  an  article  to  be 
put  up.  Seeking  an  interview  with  the  stranger  when  he  left  the  store, 
I  found  that  he  represented  your  House,  and  that  the  remark  I  had  inno- 
cently overheard,  was  made  by  the  proprietor  in  reply  to  the  remonstrance, 
that  he  was  supplying  the  demand  for  Fluid  Extracts  which  your  reputa- 
tion and  efforts  had  created,  with  articles  of  Inferior  quality  and  strength, 
and  while  admitting  the  superiority  of  your  preparations,  demanded  that 
you  should  sell  your  articles  at  the  same  price  as  he  could  purchase  those 
which,  he  admitted,  were  inferior  in  quality  and  strength.    For  ^*they  (the 
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Doctors)  don't  know  the  diflference,  they  sell  just  as  well,  and  come  cheap- 


er." 


**I  was  astonished,  it  explained  much  to  me,  the  more  I  reflected  and 
dwelt  upon  the  remark,  certain  was  I,  that  I  now  had  a  solution  of  many 
disappointments  I  had  met  with  in  the  use  of  Fluid  Extracts/' 

'^What  surprised  and  troubled  me  most  was,  that  the  difference  in  dispute, 
only  a  paltry  five  per  cenr.,  constituting  ten  of  fifteen  cents  on  a  pound 
bottle,  and  that  for  this  sum,  he  was  willing  to  tamper  with  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  Physicians  he  was  supplying,  subjecting  them  to  the  risk  of  a 
disappointment  in  a  case  of  life  and  death.  The  more  I  thought  over  the 
matter,  and  of  the  terpetude  of  the  transaction,  the  more  vexed  I  became, 
«nd  finally  determined  I  would  write  you,  for  I  have  used  your  articles  for 
more  than  fifteen  years  in  my  practice,  to  know  if  you  will  sell  me  a  small 
assortment,  put  up  such  as  I  need  in  small  qnimtities.'' 

We^replied  that  we  would  most  assuredly  send  in  any  quantity,  to  any 
member  of  the  Profession  so  situated,  that  he  could  not  obtain  our  pre- 
parations at  reliable  hands. 

Complaints  similar  to  these  have  come  to  us  from  other  quarters  as  well 
as  Ohio,  where  the  above  letter  is  from. 

'We  have  observed  the  same  want  of  reliability  growing  up  with  Fluid 
Extracts  that  existed  concerning  Powders  twenty  years  ago,  before  the  for- 
mer were  introduced,  then  the  adulteration  was  carried  on  to  such  an  extent 
that  purity  was  the  exception,  the  adulteration  being  from  60  to  80  per 
cent,  of  ship  bread,  or  other  articles.  Select  or  pure  powders  were  intro- 
duced about  that  time  and  had  an  entensive  sale,  until  Fluid  Extracts  took 
their  place. 

We  have  refrained  from  saying  perhaps  what  we  should  have  done  on 
this  subject,  for  the  reason  that  our  motives  might  be  open  to  criticism ; 
but  the  character  of  the  articles  put  upon  the  market  ityled  Fluid  Extracts, 
and  the  demand  of  the  trade,  that  those  articles  which  are  of  fiill  standard 
strength,  should  be  sold  at  the  same  price  as  those  of  half  strength,  be- 
cause **the  Doctors  buy  them  just  as  well  and  don't  know  the  difference" 
demands  they  should  be  told  the  difference,  and  then  the  responsibility 
will  rest  with  them  if  they  encourage  the  use  or  sale  of  them. 

In  the  preparation  of  Fluid  Extracts  we  are  not  guided  by  what  may  be 
accidentally  present  in  the  crude  material,  but  by  methods  which  twenty 
years  of  experience  have  taught  us.  We  determine  the  average  amount 
of  active  principle  which  sixteen  ounces  (Troy)  should  represent  of  the 
various  articles,  and  we  ascertain  if  the  same  be  present  in  the  prepara- 
tion before  it  is  put  in  the  market.  It  requires  the  constant  examination  of 
experienced  chemists,  a  record  of  which  is  kept.  In  the  same  manner 
have  we  brought  to  a  practical  test  the  many  essays  that  have  been  written 
upon  the  preparations  of  Fluid  Extracts,  as  well  as  Formulas  given,  and 
in  all  we  find  the  theory  very  well  laid,  but  process  defective  in  results. 
We  have  carried  these  through  in  all  their  details,  including  the  Pbarma- 
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copoeia  processes,  and  iind  the  same  defect  in  all ;  that  while  from  50  to  70 
per  cent,  of  the  active  principle  may  be  obtained,  none  of  tht-m  are  capa- 
ble of  that  compkte  and  perfect  exhaustion  which  is  nectssary  to  give  in 
one  fluid  ounce  the  active  principle  of  480  grains  of  crude  material 

It  is  equally  illustrated  in  the  several  tinctures  of  the  Pharmacopceia  re- 
presenting only  40  to  75  per  cent,  of  proper  strength. 

In  the  same  manner  do  we  examine  all  other  Fluid  Extracts  put  upon 
the  market,  particularly  those  which  are  offered  at  a  less  price  than  the 
crude  material,  alcohol,  bottles,  &c.,  of  a  properly  prepared  article  would 
cost;  these  different  preparations  refer  generally  to  some  r«*markable 
method  of  recent  discovery  by  which  they  are  prepared,  and  our  aim  is  to 
test  the  theory  as  well  as  the  article.  We  have  always  been  ready  and 
we  shall  continue  to  explain  the  entire  method  to  any  mem'^er  of  the  Pro- 
fession who  can  spend  a  few  hours  at  our  Laboratory — and  who  visits  us 
with  proper  motives.  T.  &  Co. 


^■^ 


USE  OF  '*BROMO"  IN  TAINTED  BUTTER. 


A  lady  residing  in  Cumberland  County;  N.  J.,  writes  us  as  follows,  un- 
der date,  Feb.  1,  1878  :— 

'^Having  tried  your  Bromo-Chloralum  on  some  rancid  butter  with  per- 
fect success,  so  far  as  smell  and  appearance  are  concerned,  I  write  to  ask 
if  it  will  do  to  Eat  it,  as  further  and  last  proof.  Although  you  say ,  it  is 
'^non-poisonous,"  I  do  not  infer  from  that,  that  yonr  intention  is  to  re- 
commend it  as  an  article  of  food.  I  washed  the  butter  in  the  Bromo  di- 
luted with  ten  parts  of  water,  then  rinsed  thoroughly  in  clean  water,  re- 
salted  and  worked  as  usual.  If  the  process  leaves  the  butter  harmless  as 
an  article  of  food,  the  fact  will  work  wonders  in  the  *' poor  butter**  line. 
Please  let  me  know  about  it  and  you  will  confer  a  favor  on  one  who  likes 
to  experiment." 

In  our  reply  to  the  above  we  wrote  the  following : — 

The  use  of  ^^Bromo"  for  the  purpose  mentioned,  would  be  as  free  from 
physiological  injury,  as  so  much  common'  salt-water,  and  after  the  batter 
had  been  thoroughly  rinsed  in  fresh  water,  it  would  be  as  palatable,  in 
most  cases,  as  fresh  buttt-r.  We  would  recommend  the  following  method 
in  using  it,  for  this  purpose : — First  wash  the  butter  in  fresh  water  to  take 
away  whatever  sour  milk  and  Butyric  acid  had  been  found,  then 
work  over  with  * 'Bromo",  (diluted  to  ten  parts  of  water,)  rinse  thorough- 
ly again  with  fresh  water,  resalt  and  work  as  usual.  We  believe  this 
method  would  generally  meet  with  success  like  the  case  above,  leaving  th« 
butter  safe  for  table  use,  sweet  and  as  good  as  most  that  is  to  be  found  in 
the  market.  It  should  be  remarked  however  that  butter  undergoing 
great  chemical  changes  is  difficult  to  restore.  • 
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BROMO-CHLORALUM  IN  BLENORRHAGIA. 


Indi.\nola,  Iowa,  Feb.  18,  1873. 
Messrs.  Tilden  &  Co. : — 

Gentlemen: — Among  the  many  tedtimonials  you  have  receiyed  as  to  the 
therapeutical  uses  of  Bromo-Chloralum  I  do  nut  remember  to  have  seen 
any  as  to  its  efficacy  in  Blenorrhagia. 

\  have  had  occasion  to  test  its  virtues  in  that  distressing  complaint  in 
no  less  than  ten  cases  during  the  past  year  and  in  every  instance  found  it 
a  prompt  and  efficient  agent  in  arresting  the  discharge — when  used,  in 
proper  dilution,  as  an  injection — requiring  only  twenty-fnur  hours  in  four 
of  the  cases  treated,  and  from  twenty-four  to  forty-eight  hours  in  the  re- 
mainder.    Four  days  sufficed  in  every  case  to  effect  a  cure. 

I  consider  Bromo-Chloralum  to  be  the  best  deodorizer  in  use,  and    while 

I  am  frank  to  admit  that  its  succesbful  trial  in  the  ten  cases  referred  to  i& 

not  sufficient  to  establish  its  full  value,  it  is  iufficient  to  satisfy  me  of   its 

powtr  so  far,  and  to  warrant  me  in  asking  the  medical  profession  to  give 

it  a  fair  trial  for  themselves. 

Fraternally  Yours, 

J.  M.  JAILLITE.  M.  D. 


^>» 


pPIUM  AS  AN  ADJUVANT  TO  CHLORAL  HYDRATE. 

BY   ARA8TU8  C.  WILLIAMS,  HUGO,  DOUGLAS  CO.,  ILL. 

I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  readers  of  the  ^ ^Journal  of  Materia 
Medica"  to  the  potency  of  Opium  or  Morphia,  in  connection  with  Chlor- 
al Hydrate,  in  subjects  where  a  powerful  narcotic  is  required  to  alleviate 
pain.  I  have  long  been  in  the  habit  of  prescribing  these  agents  conjoint* 
ly  with  the  happiest  results  in  a  large  number  of  cases  where  either  agent 
unaided  by  the  other,  appeared  perfectly  powerless  to  produce  the  desired 
effects,  save  only,  as  given  in  dangerous  quantities.  The  following  case 
will  illustrate  my  point : — 

Sunday,  Feb.  13,  1878,  was  called  to  Mrs.  A.  B.,  60  years  of  age,  as 
invalid  for  thirty  years,  then  suffering  from  the  most  violent  attack  of 
Cramp  Colic  I  ever  witnessed.  The  pain  so  intense  as  to  depress  all  the 
vital  actions,  producing  paleness  of  the  skin,  cold  perspiration,  a  shrunk- 
en countenance,  and  feeble  pulse,  also  considerable  delirium.  Death 
seemed  imminent.  Although  I  prescribed  Chloral  Hydrate  in  20  gr.  doses 
every  15  minutes,  there  was  no  abatement  in  the  severity  of  the  symptoms, 
and  all  my  efforts  to  control  the  pain  were  futile,  until  I  combined  Mor- 
phia with  the  Chlorate,  when  almost  immediate  relief  was  obtained. 


^■^ 
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LEONUBUS  CABDIACA. 

(Motherwort.) 

BY   JOSEPH  BATES,    M.    D. 


Natcjral  Ohdeb. — ^Lamiaoeae. 

la  Lmiley  aid  Ja33ieu*s  arrangement,  this  plant  will  he  foani 
in  nUural  ord^,  Libiateae.  In  the  Llnnean  artificial  classification 
it  cooied  in  Oiasi  Didynamla,  and  in  0:ier  G-jmnosperoiia. 

Generio  Character — Oilyx  5-angled,  5  toothed;  oorol  with 
the  upper  lip  erect,  villose,  flat,  entire ;  lower  lip  8  parted ;  mid- 
dle division  undivided ;  lobes  of  the  anthers  parallel,  having  shin- 
ing dot& 

Speoipio  Character  —(Flowers  white  ani  red,  blooms  in  Ja- 
Ij;  root  parennial.)  Leaves  S-iobsd,  bases  Widgd-foraa:  calyx 
prickly,  less  than  the  coroL  Naturalized.  Grows  from  two  to 
three  feet  in  height 

Habitat. — Earops,     Nataralizaiin  N)rth  Amsrica. 

Part  Used. — The  whole  plant 

Meoical  Properties, —Emusaagogaa,  laxitive,  nervine  and. 
antispasmodia  • 

7 
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History.— Leonunia     Gr.  lecn,  lion,  and  cur  a,  tail;  so  named 
from  its  spikes  resembling  the  luft  on  the  end  of  the  lion's  tail 

A  London  author  describes  five  species  of  this  g€nTis,  two  only 
of  which  are  found  in  North  America.  Dr.  Dunglison,  in  his 
treatise  on  new  nmedies,  gives  a  verf  favorable  account  of  the 
medical  properties  of  Leonuius  Lanatus,  in  dropsy,  iheumatism, 
gout,  and  adiposis ;  i his  species  is  a  native  of  Sileria,  atd  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  naturalize  d  in  other  countries.  Two  other 
species  are  described  as  natives  of  Siberia ;  viz :  Leonurus  Tatari- 
cus,.  and  Leonurus  Sibiricus.  By  some  Botanists  the  L.  Tataricus, 
and  L.  Sibiricus  are  desciibed  as  belonging  to  one  species ;  the 
latter  being  a  variety  of  the  former.  The  species  of  this  »genug 
differ  but  little  in  their  medical  properties;  feme,  however,  pos- 
sess a  greater  intensity  than  others.  An  English  writer  says  that 
the  Leonurus  Cardiaca  is  a  good  medicine  in  hysteric  disoiders, 
and  promotes  the  menstrual  discharges ;  it  is,  he  adds,  likewise  an 
excellent  thing  for  palpitations  of  the  heart,  when  they  arise  from 
hysteric  causes.  He  proceeds ; — "The  best  way  of  givirg  it  is  in 
form  of  conserve,  made  from  the  young  tops ;  'or  it  may  be  given 
in  decoction,  or  a  strong  infusion,  but  is  very  unpleasant  to  take 
that  way.  It  cleanses  the  breast  from  tough  phlegm,  kills  worms 
in  the  stomach  and  intestines,  and  helps  in  cramp  and  other  con> 
vulsive  disorders."  The  author  has  many  times  known  this  plant 
used  in  domestic  practice,  for  a  variety  of  nervous  affections,  and 
frequently  with  beneficial  results. 

Therapeutical  Employment. — Amenorrhoea. — ^Dr.  King  says; 
'*It  is  usually  given  in  warm  infusions  in  amenorrhoea  from  colds; 
and  in  suppressed  lochia,  we  have  found  it  superior  to  any  other 
remedy."  Sometimes  Leonuius,  given  in  conjunction  with  Stra- 
monium in  small  doses,  will  be  found  serviceable.  Rubia  Tine 
torum  (Madder)  may  be  administered  alternately,  or  in  combina 
tion  with  motherwort  in  this  affection. 

Dr.  Stills,  in  speaking  of  Madder,  says ;—  Of  non-officinal  sub- 
stances which  have  been  reported  to  exert  a  peculiarly  powerful 
action  in  restoring  suppressed  menses,  this  one  is  dt:*servin^  of  men- 
•tion.  Toumefort  said  of  it  that  it  strongly  provokes  the  courses 
Francis  Home  proflounced  it,  after  repeated  trials,  lo  be  the  stron- 
gest and  safest  emmenagogue  with  which  he  waa  acquaintea,  and 
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he  reports  nineteen  cases  of  amenorrhoea,  of  whicb  fourteen  were 
cured  by  its  use.     Its  sensible  effects  were  scarcely  evident. 

It  was  administered  by  him  at  first  in  doses  of  half  a  dram  of 
^'^  powder  four  times  a  day,  and  the  quantity  was  gradually  in- 
creased to  a  drachm  at  each  dose.  Other  writers  have  also  attest- 
ed its  eflSicacy,  among  whom  may  be  mentioned  Osiander,  G.  A. 
Bichter,  and  Jahu.^' 

Hysteria- — This  plant  is  rcommended  as  useful  in  hysteria. 
Sulphuric  ether  should  be  used  freely  in  conjunction  with  it 

Dr.  King  observes ;  "The  extract  is  recommended  in  nervous 
complaints,  pains  peculiar  to  females,  in  irritable  habits,  delirium  ' 
tremens,  typhoid  stages,  with  morbid  nervous  excitability,  all 
chronic  diseases  attended  with  restlessness,  wakefulness,  disturbed 
sleep,  spinal  irritation,  and  neuralgic  pains  in  the  stomach  and 
head,  and  in  liver  affections.  Combined  with  Ictodes  and  Oimici- 
fugin,  it  forms  a  superior  antispasmodic,  nervine  and  emmenagogue. 
Externally,  it  may  be  used  as  a  fomentation  to  the  bowels,  in  sup- 
pressed or  painftil  menstruation,  etc.  Dose  of  decoction,  from 
two  to  four  fluid  ounces,  3  or  4  times  a  day." 

Dr.  Dunglison,  is  his  treatise  on  New  Remedies,  makes  mention 
of  Leonurus  Lanata,  as  previously  stated ;  he  says ; — "It  grows 
exclusively  and  commonJy  in  Siberia,  in  dry  mountainous  region& 
In  its  native  country  it  has  been  long  administered  as  a  powerful 
diuretic,  especially  in  dropsy.  Both  Gmelin.and  Pallas  refer  to  it 
in  this  relation  in  their  travels  in  Siberia.  Of  late  years,  its  use 
has  extended  elsewhere ;  and  it'is  now  frequently  employed  in 
Russia,  Germany,  and  Italy.  It  is  said  to  be  often  adulterated 
with  leonurus  cardiaca,  ballota  nigra  and  marrubium ;  and  it  is  im- 
portant that  the  genuine  Siberian  plant  should  be  used,  as  the  ob- 
servations of  Brera  have  shown  the  cultivated  plant  to  be  power- 
lesa  For  medicinal  purposes,  the  whole  plant  has  been  employed, 
with  the  exception  of  the  root." 

The  diseases  in  which  this  species  of  Leonurus  has  been  admin- 
istered abroad,  according  to  Dunglison's  account,  are  the  follow- 
ing ; — Dropsy. — "Rehmann  prescribed  it  several  times  with  decid- 
ed advantage ;  and.  where  organic  disease  prevented  the  cure,  the 
urinary  secretion  was  always  largely  augmented  by  it.  The  chem- 
ical condition  of  the  urine  was  likewise  strikingly  changed  during 
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its  use :  at  first,  it  was  whitish,  afterwards  darker,  and,  ultimately, 
almost  black,  or  of  a  deep  brown,  like  the  darkest  beer.  At  times, 
when  the  accumulation  of  fluid  was  pi'etty  well  removed,  a  pain 
would  occur  in  the  hyppchondres,  which  indicated  that  its  use 
should  be  laid  aside.  Schilling,  in  Werchny-Udinsk,  asserts,  that 
he  cured  several  cases  of  dropsy  by  it  Bupprecht  and  Muhrbeck 
administered  it  with  the  best  effects,  and  Brera  foimd  it  extremely 
serviceable  in  hydropic  conditions,  especially  where  they  had  been 
preceded  by,  or  were  complicated  with,  rheumatic  or  gouty  affec- 
tions. Luzzato  prescribed  it  with  equal  smccess;  and  Heyfelder, 
who  gave  it  according  to  the  prescription  of  the  Russian  physicians, 
observed  the  urine  to  be  of  a  blackish-yellow  hue  at  the  com- 
mencement, and,  afterwards,  of  a  very  dark  color.  He  found, 
however,  that,  to  keep  up  the  diuresis,  it  was  requisite  to  combine 
it  with  other  diuretics,  or  to  change  it  for  other  agenta" 

'^Rheumatism  and  Gout. — In  these  diseases,  ballota  (leonurus) 
is  administered  in  Siberia  Brera,  as  well  as  his  compatriots,  Ghi- 
della,  Fontebuoni,  Santini,  and  Luzzato,  have  tested  its  efficacy 
by  repeated  trial&  The  pains  generally  soon  disappeared  under 
its  use,  and  a  cure  todk  place,  without  relapse." 

Adiposis. — In  a  case  of  this  kind,  it  was  exhibited  in  St  Pe- 
tersburg, by  Dr.  Weisse.  The  &tness  was  inordinate,  and  the 
remedy  acted  most  favorably.  It  did  not,  however,  occasion  di- 
uresis, but  under  its  use  a  hemorrhoidal  flux  returned,  which  had 
previously  been  arrested." 

Mode  of  AD3nNisTRATi0N. 

^'Decoction  is  the  best  form  for  administering  the  plant;  from 
5  s&  to  I j.  to  5  viij.  of  water; — ^this  portion  to  be  divided  into 
two  halves,  and  to  be  taken  in  the  .course  of  the  day.  Rehmann 
bolls  5  iss.  to  5  ij.  of  the  coursely  powdered  plant  in  Oij.  of  water^ 
down  to  half;  to  which  he  adds,  according  to  circumstances,  some 
diffusible  excitant,  or  a  few  drops  of  laudanum. 

Of  this  mixture,  he  directs  a  cupful  to  be  taken  morning  and 
evening,  gradually  increasing  the  dosa" 

The  leonurus  cardiaca  has  many  properties  in  common,  with  the 

leonurus  lanatus,  and  in  many  instances  might  be  used  in  its  stead, 

eonurufi  cardiaca  deserves  a  higher  regard,  than  has  yet  been 
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made  manifest,  for  its  medical  properties.  We  hope-  some"  one 
may  be  induced  to  cultivate  a  more  intimate  acquaintance  with 
this  plant,  and  extend  a  more  thorough  knowledge  of  its  merita 

PREPARATIONS. 

Solid  Extract,        -        -        -        Dose,  8  to  6  graina 
Pills, Two  grains  each. 

Compound  Pills  of  Motherwort. 

Solid  Extract  of  Motherwort,        .        .        .        .  Two  Drams. 

'    "        **         "     Unicorn  Root,          ...  a        u 

Leptandrin,                    -        -        -        -        -        -  One       " 

Oimicifugin, u        u 

Mix,  and  divide  into  sixty  pills. 

Dose — One,  every  one,  two  or  three  hours,  according  to  the  case. 

These  pills  act  as  a  uterine  tonic  and  alterativa 


OILLENIA  TRIFOLIATA. 
{Tadvin  Physic,) 


BY  JOSEPH  BATES,    M.    D. 


Natural  Order. — Sentioosae,  .of  Lin. 

"  "  Bosacea,  of  Juss. 

In  the  Linnean  classification,  this  plant  will  be  foand  in  class 
Icosandria,  and  in  order  Pentagynia. 

Generic  Character.— Calyx  bell- tubular;  border  5  toothed; 
<x>rol  partly  unequal ;  petals  5,  lanceolate,  tapering  at  the  claws : 
stamens  included :  styles  6,  contiguous;  stigmas  capitate :  carpels 
5y  connate  at  the  base,  opening  on  the  inner  side,  each  2-seeded. 

Specific  Character. — (Flowers  white,  with  a  reddish  tinge, 
l)looms  in  June,  root  perennial.) .  Leaves  temate,  lanceolate,  ser- 
rate, nearly  equal :  stipules  linear,  entire ;  flowers  terminal,  in  loose 
panicles ;  calyx  bell-tubular. 

Habitat. — It  grows  in  woods,  in  a  light  soil,  from  Canada  to 
Florida. 
Popular  Names. — Indian  physic,  and  Bowman's  root 
Part  Used.— Root 
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Medical  Properties. — Emetic,  cathartic,  sudorific,  tonic,  dia- 
phoretic, and  alterative. 

History. — Gillenia,  Gr.  gelao,  to  laugh ;  in  allusion  to  its  ex- 
hilarating qualities.  This  genus  includes  only  two  species,  the 
G.  irijoliaia  and  G.  stipulacea,  both  are  said  to  possess  the  same 
medicinal  properties.  The  G.  stipulacea,  variety  incisa,  has  ter- 
nate  leaves,  with  leaflets  gash-toothed.  GiUenia  was  separated 
from  the  genus  spircea,  by  Moench ;  Botanists  did  not  reiidily  a- 
dopt  his  dismemberment,  and  it  was  not  till  after  the  publication 
of  Barton's  Medical  Botany  that  this  genus  was  generally  recog- 
nized. The  root  should  be  collected  in  September,  it  has  a  feeble 
odor,  and  a  nauseous,  bitter  taste.  Its  properties  Bjce  imparted  to 
boiling  water,  and  to  alcohol.  The  name  CHllernrty  has  been  gjiven 
to  a  substance  obtained  from  the  bark  of  the  root,  which  is  of  a 
whitish  complexion,  and  intensely  bitter,  a  half  grain  of  which, 
is  said  to  produce  nausea.  "It  contains  gum,  starch,  gallo-tannic 
acid,  fatty  matter,  wax,  resin,  coloring  matter,  albumen,  and  salts." 
(Am.  Jour,  of  Pharm.) 

Dr.  Porcher  observes,  p.  176 ; — Accor  ling  to  the  statement  of 
Dr.  StSaples,  it  contains  no  emetine.  It  may  be  conveniently  given 
as  an  emetic,  by  boiling  the  root  and  giving  one  or  two  ounces  of 
the  decoction  at  a  dose  till  vomiting  is  induced." 

"The  tincture  of  the  root  is  an  in&llible  remedy  for  milk  sick- 
ness. "  "Cherokee  Doctor. "  The  infusion  is  said  to  occasionally  pro- 
duce hyperemesis  and  catharsis.  W.  C.  Buckley,  M.  D.,  observes ; 
''This  beautiful  American  plant  has  been  placed  in  the  Dispensa- 
tory of  our  States,  and  in  many  works  mpon  therapeutics  by 
American  Authors,  under  the  head  of  emetics.  It  is  thought  to 
be  v^  similar  in  its  action  to  that  of  Cephodis  Ipecacuanha,  hence, 
it  is  considered  a  good  substitute  for  it  I  have  used  it  in  febrile 
affections,  and  have  found  it  an  excellent  diaphoretic  and  equalizer 
of  the  circulation  of  the  blood." 

Therapeutical  Employment. — InUrmiUent  Fever. — Dr.  T.  C. 
Miller  says,  that  in  several  cases  of  obstinate  intermittents  he  has 
prescribed  the  fluid  extract  of  the  American  ipecacuanha  {euphor- 
bia ipecacuanha)  with  much  success,  so  that  it  caused  neither  nau- 
sea or  vomiting.  Under  the  same  conditions  as  above,  he  informs 
us  that  he  gave  the  fluid  extract  of  Indian  physic  (Gillenia  Trifo- 
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liata)  in  doses  of  five  drops  four  times  daily,  causing  a  permanent 
cura 

Dr.  W.  K  Buckley,  remarks,  that  as  far  back  as  1817,  Qillenia 
Trifoliata  was  used  in  intermittent  fever  on  the  supposition  that  it 
possessed  sufficient  tonic  power  to  ward  off  this  disease.  This  con- 
clusion, (he  says)  however,  has  not  been  borne  out  Dr.  Buckley 
proceeds  as  follows ;  — *'The  dose  of  the  powder  is,  for  an  adult, 
20  to  30  grs.  In  this  quantity  it  is  said  to  be  a  safe  and  efficacious 
emetia  It  is  said  the  country  people  have  frequently  used  the 
plant  so  incautiously,  as  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  resorting  to 
medical  aid.  This  proves  nothing  but  its  activity.  Shoepf  says, 
in  doses  of  from  two  scruples  to  a  drachm,  it  operates  as  safely 

and  as  effectually  as  ipecacuanha." 

« 

Other  authors  allude  to  this  agent  as  being  serviceable  in  the 
treatment  of  this  malady.  In  cases  where  this  drug  is  freely  used, 
much  less  quinine  will  be  required  to  effect  a  cure,  than  in  cases 
in  which  the  latter  remedy  alone  is  employed.- 

Eaphorbin,  in  marial  fevers,  in  which  the  liver  and  digestive  or- 
gans are  seriously  implicated,  has  been  highly  extolled  by  some  as 
a  very  efficient  remedy ;  this  agent,  according  to  its  physiological 
effe3ts,  would  harmonize  with  gillenia,  and  favorable  results  might 
be  anticipated  by  giving  them  in  conjunction. 

Pyruscin,  the  active  principle  of  the  Pyrus  Malus,  (apple-tree) 
has  many  advocates  for  its  use  in  this  malady.  Dr.  W.  Paine  says, 
from  his  observations  of  the  effects  of  this  article,  it  possesses  de- 
cided antiperiodic  properties.  He  informs  us  that  he  has  admin- 
istered it  in  several  cases  of  intermittent  fever,  in  doses  pf  five 
grains,  every  two  or  three  hours,  and  it  produced  complete  inter- 
ruption of  paroxysms.  Future  investigations  he  thinks  may  prove 
the  farther  value  of  this  article,  and  he  has  confidence  to  believe 
that  it  will  occupy  a  prominent  position  among  the  active  antipe- 
riodics  of  the- Materia  Medica. 

In  localities  where  quinine  is  not  readily  obtained,  a  good  sub- 
stitute for  it  in  intermittent  fever,  will  be  found  in  an  infusion  of 
apple  tree  bark,  and  the  root  of  Qillenia  trifoliata. 

Indigestion. — Dr.  W.  0.  Buckley,  observes  in  a  paper  of  his, 
devoted  to  this  subject ; — "Dyspepsia,  when  attended  with  vomit- 
mg  of  bile,  may  be  relieved  by  minute  doses  of  Gillenia,  also  that 
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form  of  dyspepsia  called  catarrh  of  the  stomach,  also  the  attend 
ant  nausea  and  vomiting,  and  diarrhoea  when  watery ;  nnx  vomica 
combined  or  alternated  with  it  in  many  forms  of  dyspepsia  will 
be  useful'* 

Among  some  of  the  most  useful  remedies  in  this  affection  to 
administer  in  combination  with  Gillenia.  may  be  mentioned,  pep- 
sine,  bismuth,  ox-gall,  hjdrocjanic  acid,  lactic  acid,  populin,  lep- 
tandrin,  tupatorin,  chelonin,  and  alDuin.  In  selecting  the,  reme- 
dies, regard  well  the  pathology  of  the  case. 

AHSKOBBH(BA.—  Qillenia  has  been  recommended  as  useful  in 
the  treatment  of  amenorrhcea.  Small  doses  of  stramonium  alter- 
nated will)  it  will  be  found  beneficial,  also  seueciu.  Senecin  has 
been  called  by  some  practitioners  "the  female  regulator."  Guiacum, 
myrrh,  iron,  or  savin  will  be  found  advantageous  in  many  in- 
stances. 

Bbeumatish. — Dr.  J.  King  mentions  in  his  work,  that  this 
agent  has  been  recommeded  in  rheumatism.  Given  in  conjunction 
with  veiatrin,  opium  or  colchicum,  accoiding  to  the  indications  of 
the  case,  beneficial  results  might  be  anticipated. 

Dbopsy. — Seme  physicians  make  favorable  reports  of  the  uf  e 
of  this  plant  in  dropsy,  but  of  what  particular  foim^  they  fail  to 
mention. 

CoiiSTiPATiON. — Gillenia  is  said  to  act  as  a  valuable  remedy  in 
the  treatment  of  constipation.  If  the  affection  has  become  chron- 
ic, juglandin  should  be  administt  red  in  conjunction  with  it.  In 
gcme  cases,  nux  vomica  will  be  fouid  valuable  associated  with 
gillenia.  Dr.  Copland  states  that  be  bas  found  benefit  from  nux 
vomica,  combined  with  othtr  remedies  in  constipation; — thus: — 
9.  Ext  Coloc.  C(mp.  3ij  ;  Sapon.  Castil.  gr.  xij  ;  Ext  Nucia 
Vom.  gr.  iij.  M.  ft  pil.  xij;  cap.  ij.  hora  scmn.  He  also  found 
a  Fimilar  fcimula,  uf etui  in  Tciporof  the  colon.  Waiirg  states 
that  he  cmplojed  the  formula  in  a  large  number  of  cases,  and  al- 
most invariably  with  marked  benefit 

•PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract,  -        -        -        Lose,  4  to  12  drops. 

Tincture  of  Gillenia. 

Fluid  Extract, Two  drams. 

Diluted  Alcohol, Eight  drams. 

Dose — Ten  to  twenty  drops. 
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Syrup  of  Gillenia. 

Fluid  Extract; One  dram. 

Syrup, Seven  drams. 

Dose — Quarter  to  bait  a  dram! 


THE  TREATMENT  OF  PROLAPSUS   UTERI  WITH- 
OUT MECHANICAL  MEANS.  % 


Nicolai  Andreef,  of  Kasan,  states  that  he  remarked  in  some  cases 
,  of  disease  of  the  uterus  that  the  application  of  tincture  of  iodine 
restored  the  relaxed  and  weakened  ligaments  to  a  nearly  iformal  state. 
In  consequence  of  this  observation  he  determined  to  try  its  action  iu 
cases  of  complete  descent  and  prolapse  of  the  uterus.  The  first 
trials  gave  such  favorable  results  that  he  was  led  to  investigate  its 
action  systematically,  and  his  results  have  proved  so  satisfactory 
that  he  now  publishes  them  in  the  hope  of  inducing  others  to  give 
the  results  of  their  experience  with  it.  The  following  is  one  of  his 
cases  : — In  August,  1871,  a  patient  wh©  had  suffered  for  four  years 
from  complete  prolapsus  uteri  came  under  his- care.  She  had  tried 
various  mechanical  means  for  obtaining  relief,  without  advantage. 
He  prevailed  upon  her  t,o  submit  herself  to  his  treatment,  and  in 
four  weeks  he  .dismissed  her  cured.  She  was  twenty-four  years  of 
age,  emaciated  and  of  weak  constitution.  The  prolapse  had  followed 
tlie  birth  of  a  child  four  years  previously.  The  descent  of  the  uterus 
was  so  .easy  that  when  replaced  a  strong  cough  brought  it  down  to 
nearly  its  whole  extent.  The  treatment  pursued  consisted  in  re- 
placing the  uterus  whilst  the  woman  was  in  recumbent  position. 
Then,  with  the  aid  of  the  speculum,  the  fold  of  the  vagina,  that  is 
to  say,  the  part  surrounding  the  os,  was  painted  with  half  a  drachm 
of  a  tincture  composed  of  one  part  of  tinct.  of  iodine  and  one  part  of 
alcohol.  He  diluted  the  officinal  tincture  of  iodine  because  the  undi- 
luted tincture  sometimes  sets  up  acute  catarrh  of  the  vagina  and 
.even  of  the  uterus;  as  he  had  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  pre- 
viously. After  the  application  of  the  tincture  the  patient  remain- 
ed for  three  days  in  bed,  and  had  an  injection  four  times  a  day  of 
pure  spring  water,  at  a  temperature  of  77°F.  The  painting  was 
then  reapplied  and  the  douches  repeated.  After  a  repetition  of 
this  plan  of  treatment  four  times  the  patient  found  herself  well, 
and  was  dismissed.     Four  months  subsequently  she  was  pregnant 
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and  quite  healthy  ;  no  descent  of  the  uterus  had  occurred.  He 
gives  the  details  of  other  cases  in  which  the  prolapse  was  both  com- 
plete and  incomplete.  His  experience  has  taught  him  that  the  best 
results  are  obtained  when  the  following  conditions  exist; — 1.  The 
uterus  must  be  capable  of  being  replaced  in  position  2.  Before 
the  iodine  plan  is  adopted  all  other  diseases  and  lesions  of  the 
vagina  or  uterus,  such  as  erosions,  ulcerations,  &c.,  must,  as  far  as 
possible,  be  removed,  otherwise  inflammatory  reaction  is  apt  to  take 
place.  %,  It  is  only  requisite  to  paint  the  vault  of  the  vagina, 
and  at  the  commencement  of  the  treatment  with  dilute  solutions 
and  weak  doses.  Subsequently,  however,  stronger  solutions  may  be 
employed.  Cold  vaginal  douches  must  always  be  used  after  the 
application  of  the  iodine,  with  a  view  of  preventing  inflammation 
of  the  uterus  and  vagina.  4.  In  the  majority  of  instances  it  is  not 
requisite  for  the  patient  to  remain  in.  bed  after  the  first  two  appli- 
cations. After  ten  days  she  may  be  allowed  to  return  to  her  work, 
if  not  of  too  severe  a  character.  5.  It  is  not  important  that  the 
bowels  should  be  thoroughly  cleared.  6.  The  interval  between 
two  successive  paintings  should  not  be  less  than  three  days;  also, 
with  the  object  of  preventing  irritation  of  the  vagina  and  uterus, 
the  cold  douches  may  be  continued  for  some  time  after  the  last  ap- 
plication of  the  iodine.  When  the  cure  is  complete,  the  vagina 
does  not  become  narrower,  but  it  is  thicker  than  it  was  before. 
After  reposition  of  the  uterus,  some  sympathetic  disorders  of  the 
stomach  often  occur,  but  this  is  easily  remedied. — The  Clinic  from 
Virchow^s  Archiv,  Band  Iv.,  18V2. — Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
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WHAT  CONSTITUTES  THE  PROCESS  OF  TAKING- 
COLD, 


Abstracts  from  German  J^umalSf  by  Ch.  Rauschknbero,  M.  D.,  Atlanta,  Ga. 


In  consideration  of  the  fact  that  the  physiological  nature  of  the 
so-called  process  of  taking  cold,  which,  in  the  etiology  of  diseases, 
is  so  often  mentioned  as  their  principal  cause,  has  as  yet  been  very 
imperfectly  understood,  Professor  D.  I.  Rosenthal,  of  Erlangen, 
Germany,  has  instituted  a  series  of  experiments  on  warm-blooded 
aninoals,  with  a  view  of  defining  more  clearly  the  physiological  al- 
terations in  the  organism  of  animals  exposed  to  sudden  changes  of 
temperature. 
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He  has  published  a  small  work*,  and  delivered  a  lecture  on  this 
subject  before  the  German  Association  for  the  Cultivation  of  Pub- 
lic Health,  the  most  important  features  of  which  are  embraced  in 
this  article. 

The  introductory  theoretical  points  necessary  for  the  understand- 
ing of  Dr.  Rosenthal's  investigations  are  the  following: 

1.  All  warm-blooded  animals  are  warmer  than  the  surrounding 
atmosphere,  and  therefore  normally  Ipse  caloric  by  radiation  from 
the  surface  of  their  bodies;  hence  the  surface  temperature  must 
always  be  lower  than  that  of  the  interior  of  their  bodies. 

2.  The  influence  of  this  loss  of  caloric  by  radiation  from  the  sur- 
face. The  refrigeration  extends — in  consequence  of  the  distribu- 
tion of  warm  blood  by  the  circulation — only  to  a  small  depth  into 
the  interior  from  the  surface  of  the  body,  or,  more  pointedly,  it  ex- 
tends just  as  far  into  the  interior  as  the  refrigeration  by  radiation 
over-balances  the  equalizing  influence  of  the  higher  temperature 
of  the  circulating  blood  from  the  interior  of  the  body. 

Hence  there  is  an  interior  central  region  of  comparatively  large 
extent  and  of  very  nearly  equal  temperature,  and  between  it  and 
the  exterior  coldest  cortical  layer  of  the  body,  an  intermediate  zone 
in  which  the  gradual  transitions  of  the  higher  temperature  of  the 
centre  to  the  lower  of  the  surface  exist.  The  rectum  of  the  hu- 
man body  offers  ample  opportunity  for  testing  the  correctness  of 
this  statement,  as  the  sigmoid  flexure  constitutes  no  obstacle  to  the 
careful  introduction  of  the  thermometer.  The  cavity  of  the  mouth, 
the  vagina,  the  axilla,  etc.,  where  such  measurements  have  gener- 
'  ally  been  made,  laying  within  this  intermediate  zone,  show  only 
temperature  approaching  that  of  the  center  of  the  body. 

The  greater  the  degree  of  refrigeration  or  the  loss  of  caloric  on 
the  surface,  the  further  will  it  extend  to  the  interior,  and  the 
thicker  will  the  transition  zone  of  gradually  rising  temperature  be- 
come, and'  if  the  surface  loss  is  sufliciently  great,  the  temperature 
of  the  centre,  unaffected  by  the  usual  fluctuations,  will  be  lowered 
in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  the  surface  refrigeration,  while  with 
a  diminished  loss  of  caloric,  diminished  refrigeration  will  have  the 
opposite  effect. 

For  the  further  understanding  of  the  changes  which  the  refrig- 
eration of  the  surface  produces,  it  is  necessary  to  take  into  consid- 
eration the  part  which  the  circulation  takes  in  this  process. 

*7iir  Kentniss  der  Wfinneregallrung  bel  wannblutlgen  Thieren  Erlangen,  1872,  66. 
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The  blood,  which  enters  the  arteries  from  the  heart,  comes  from, 
the  centre  of  the  body,  and  must  have  the  high  degree  of  tempera- 
ture of  the  interior,  the  surface  of  the  body  receives  its  warmth 
from  it,  and  the  more  of  this  warm  blood  is  contained  within  the 
•capillaries  of  the  surface,  the  warmer  it  will  be.  The  warmer  the 
surface  becomes,  the  more  caloric  it  gives  off  to  the  surrounding 
atmosphere;  therefore,  the  more  the  blood-vessels  have  become  di- 
lated, and  the  larger  the  amount  of  blood  which  in  the  surface  ves- 
sels comes  in  contact  with  the  atmosphere,  the  greater  must  neces- 
sarily be  the  loss  of  caloric  of  the  body. 

Hence  any  cause  which  produces  physically  or  by  diminished  or 
interrupted  innervation  of  the  vaso  motor  nerves,  a  relaxation  of 
the  walls  of  the  blood-vessels,  and  an  increase  of  their  volume 
must  produce  a  sinking  of  the  temperature  of  the  body,  particular- 
ly when  this  dilatation  takes  place  prominently  within  the  vessels 
of  the  skin,  the  locality  where  this  refrigeration  is  carried  on.  This 
sinking  of  the  temperature  of  the  body  is  observed  in  animals 
whose  skin  has  been  varnished  or  extensively  scalded.*  A  dilata- 
tion of  the  capillary  vessels  of  the-  surface  does,  also,  take  place 
when  animals  are  placed  in  an  atmosphere  of  a  higher  grade  of  tem- 
perature, and  this  dilatation  of  the  capillaries  enables  the  surface 
of  the  body  to  radiate  an  amount  of  caloric  corresponding  to  the 
high  temperature  of  the  body,  and  thus  to  maintain  the  bodily 
temperature  at  the  normal  standard,  in  spite  of  the  small  difference 
between  the  temperature  of  the  body  and  the  surrounding  atmos- 
phere, thereby  becoming  its  regulator. 

This  regulation  of  the  temperature  of  the  body  by  the  increased  * 
radiation  of  caloric  from  the  turgid  surface  of  the  body  is,  accord- 
ing to  Dr.  Heyman's  experiments,  possible,  as  long  as  the  surround- 
ing atmosphere  has  not  over  32°  C.  (89.6°  F.)  temperature.  When- 
ever that  temperature  rises  from  32°  to  36°  C.  (89.6°  to  96.8°  F.) 
the  body  rises  from  41°  to  42°  C.  (95.8°  to  107.6°  F.)  Animals  can 
l>ear  this  degree  of  temperature  a  long  time  without  any  danger  to 
their  life.  They  lay  exhausted  with  increased  frequency  of  pulse 
and  respiration,  and  with  enlarged  blood-vessels,  as  can  be  plainly 
seen  on  the  capillaries  of  the  ears.  Whenever  the  temperature  of 
the  surrounding  atmosphere  is  increased  over  36°  up  to  40°  C.  (96.- 
8°  to  104.0°  F.)  the  temperature  of  their  bodies  rises  very  quickly 
to  from  44°  to  45°  C.  (111.2°  to  113.0°  F.)  the  respiration  becomes 

*  Atlanta  Medlca!  and  Surgical  Journal,  Auguat,  13T2.    Page  389. 
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very  frequent,  the  pulse  uncountable,  the  pupils  very  large,  all  the 
muscles  become  relaxed,  and  if  the  animal  is  allowed  to  remain  any 
length  of  time  it  generally  dies.  If  these  animals,  after  remaining^ 
a  while  in  these  high  temperatures,  are  brought  into  a  medium  one, 
this  bodily  temperature  sinks  rapidly^  not  to  the  normal  standard^ 
but  considerably  below  the  sams.  It  is  a  frequent  occuiTence  that 
an  animal  whose  temperature  had  been  increased  to  from* 42°  to 
44°  C.  (107.6°  to  111.2°  F.)  shows,  on  removal  to  a  colder  atmos- 
phere suddenly  a  temperature  of  36°  C.  (96.8°  F.)  and  frequently 
less,  and  that  it  remains  that  low  for  hours,  and  rises  only  very 
slowly  to  the  normal  degree. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  subsequent  decrease  of  the  tem- 
perature of  the  body  depends  upon  a  morbid  dilatation  of  the  blood- 
vessels. They  have  been  paralyzed  by  the  high  temperature*,  and 
remain  so  sometime  in  the  lower  temperature,  therefore  the  animal 
must  loose  more  caloric  than  it  would  in*  the  normal  condition  of 
the  vessels  at  the  relative  difPerence  of  its  own  and  the  surrounding- 
temperature.  This  refrigeration  of  the  body  following  an  ab- 
normal over-heating  of  the  same,  is,  according  to  Dr.  Heyman,  the 
main  constituent  of  the  so-called  process  of  taking  cold. 

The  same  occurrence,  which  was  observed  by  our  author  on  his 
test  animals — the  sudden  abnormal  decrease  of  the  bodily  temper- 
ature— undoubtedly  takes  place  very  frequently  in  human  beings^ 
when,  after  having  been  exposed  to  high  temperatures,  they  are  af- 
terwards placed  in  moderate  or  cold  ones.  Temperatures  from  80*^ 
to  36°  C.  (86°  to  96°  F.)  frequently  exist  in  ball  and  other  rooms^ 
and  men,  after  leaving  them,  are  often  exposed  to  much  lower  ones 
than  the  animals  in  the  above  mentioned  experiments.  Therefore 
the  same  rise  above  the  natural  temperture,  and  the  same  fall  below 
it  afterwards,  as  observed  in  Dr.  Heyman's  test  animals,  must  occur 
in  human  beings  under  the  same  circumstances,  particularly  when 
active  motipn,  for  instance,  dancing,  and  afterwards  the  effect  of 
cold  air,  perhaps  in  the  form  of  a  cold  wind,  increases  the  difference 
of  the  temperatures  between  the  body  and  the  surrounding  atmos- 
phere. The  refrigeration  within  itself  does  not  constitute  the  pro- 
cess of  taking  cold  in  the  strictest  sense,  btit  the  suddenness  of  the 
change  is  the  most  important  factor  in  producing  the  deleteriouB 
effect. 

When  the  over-heated  body  with  its  abnormally  dilated  surface 
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vessels  is  suddenly  exposed  to  the  cold  air,  it  does  not  only  lose  a 

considerable  quantity  of  caloric  at  once,  but  the  suddenly  refriger- 
ated blood  of  the  surface  soon  comes  in  contact  with  the  internal 
organs  and  cools  them  off  much  more  suddenly  than  it  does  under 
the  influence  of  a  cold  temperature  alone  without  the  previous  effect 
of  a  high  one.  The  general  refrigeration  of  the  entire  body  will, 
therefcfre,  not  only  be  much  greater,  but  much  more  sudden.  This 
sudden  refrigeration  can  easily  cause  a  morbid  condition  of  any  one 
internal  organ,  particularly  if  the  same  is  predisposed  to  disease 
from  other  causes. 

The  greater  the  relaxation  of  the  surface  vessels  the  less  resist- 
ance they  will  offier  to  the  loss  of  caloric,  and  the  less  they  will  con- 
tract under  the  influence  of  a  certain  degree  of  low  temperature 
than  in  the  normal  state. 

This  is  of  importance,  not  only  in  relation  to  its  effect  upon  the 
skin,  but  upon  other  parts  of  the  body.  The  skin  itself  may,  by 
this  sudden  change,  become  the  seat  of  morbid  phenomena  (phleg- 
monous or  similar  inflammations).  In  other  parts  of  the  body,  the 
contraction  of  the  cutaneous  capillaries  will,  whenever  it  takes  place, 
produce  a  collateral  hyperaemia  which,  in  connection  with  the  afflux 
of  abnormally  refrigerated  blood,  may  induce  morbid  phenomena 
elsewhere;  although  the  very  relaication,  or  as  our  author  is  inclined 
to  call  it,  the  paralyzed  condion  of  the  surface  capillaries  will  mod- 
erate the  collateral  hyperssmia,  and  make  it  a  subordinate  phenome- 
non to  the  great  loss  of  caloric;  the  sudden  refrigeration  of  the 
body  which  always  takes  place  when  the  over-heated  body,  with  its 
dilated  and  engorged  capillaries  is  at  once  transferred  to  a  colder 
atmosphere. 

From  all  that  has  been  said,  the  great  importance  and  practical 
usefulness  of  cold  effusions,  cold  baths  and  shower  baths,  as  a  means 
to  counteract  a  habitual  pre-disposition  to  take  cold,  must  become 
very  evident.  Repeated  refrigerations  of  the  skin  by  these  means 
must  increase  the  tone  of  the  capillaries  and  habituate  them  to  re- 
lax less  uYider  the  influence  of  a  higher  temperature,  and  therefore 
to  contract  sooner  to  the  normal  size^  when  suddenly  exposed  to  a 
cold  one,  whereby  the  extreme  degrees  of  the  above  described  pro- 
cess of  taking  cold  are  prevented,  and  a  more  normal  equilibrium 
of  the  bodily  temperature  maintained  under  all  circumstances. 

Daily  experience  teaches  the  medical  practitioner  that  people  who 
guard  most  anxiously  against  every  possible'  chance  of  taking  cold 
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are  most  frequently  its  victims.  Geiger*  in  a  paper  on  the  mortal- 
ity of  children  at  Wtlrtzburg,  Grermany,  shows  that  disease  of  the 
respiratory  organs  causes,  in  the  first  year  of  life,  the  death  of  rela- 
tively many  more  legitimate  than  illegitimate  children;  while  the 
contrary  is  true  of  diseases  of  nutrition,  proving  that  the  too  great 
care  of  fond  mothers  to  their  offspring  fequently  produces  what  it 
is  intended  t6  prevent. — Berliner  Klinische  Wochenschrift^  No.  38, 
18Y2. — Atlanta  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  No.  9,  1872. 
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ON  THE  USE  OF  PEPSINE  WINE  IN  THE  ARTIFI- 
CIAL FEEDING-  OF  INFANTS. 


BY  W.  J.  CUMMINS,  M.  D. 


*  *  *  *  There  is  nothing,  of  Course,  like  a  good  breast  of 
milk  for  an  infant,  if  it  can  be  had;  and  in  "the  good  old  times," 
when  the  peasantry  and  small  fanners  lived  on  potatoes  and  milk, 
without  stimulating  their  nerves  with  strong  tea"  nor  their  brains 
with  penny-a-liner's  words,  there  was  an  ample  field  for  the  selec- 
tion of  a  foster-parent;  but  now  even  when  the  rara  avis,  a  good 
nurse,  is  procured,  she  is  so  independent  and  knows  her  power  so 
well,  that  any  caprice  must  be  humored,  and  she  is  always  ready 
to  throw  up  her  situation  or  neglect  her  charge.  A  wet-nurse  is, 
then,  an  admitted  torment,  and  a  balance  struck  between  its  ad- 
vantage and  disadvantage  is  generally  against  the  former. 

Atificial  feeding  by  bottle  is  a  great  improvement  upon  the  old 
system  of  spoon-feeding,  as  the  act  of  suckling  stimulates  the  sali- 
vary glands  and  insures  due  in-salivation,  which  is  an  important 
part  of  infantile  digestion.  With  such  an  aid  the  stomach  of  most 
human  infants  is  vigorous  enough  to  fall  into  the  way  of  digesting 
cow^s  milk,  properly  diluted,  and  mixed  with  •  sugar  and  cream  to 
assimilate  the  proportions  of  its  constituents  to  human  milk — but 
besides  the  relative  excess  of  casein  and  albumen  contained  in  cow's 
milk  when  compared  with  human,  the  eoagulum  of  the  latter  is 
"soft,  flocculent,  and  not  so  thoroughly  separated  from  the  other 
elements  of  the  fluid  as  the  firm,  hard  curd  of  cow's  milk  is  from 
the  whey  in  which  it  floats."     (West.) 

When  we  reflect  that  the  digestive  organs  of  the  human  infant 
are  found  to  digest  human  milk,  and  the  force  of  its  gastric  juice 
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proportioned  to  the  solution  of  its  soft,  floccnlent  coagulum,  we 
can  understand  why  the  solvent  power  of  its  gastric  juice  is  some- 
times unequal  to  redigesting  the  firm  curd  of  cow's  milk.  When 
such  is  the  case,  acetous  fermentation  is  quickly  set  up;  offensive 
gases  distend  the  stomach  and  taint  the  breath,  vomiting  and  diar- 
rhoea set  in,  and  in  process  of  time  the  little  patient  sinks  into  a 
miserable  state  of  marasmus,  and  dies.  The  remedy  for  this  state 
of  thinss  is  simple,  for  although  we  cannot  change  the  elementary 
composition  of  the  milk  we  have  to  use,  we  can  introduce  into  the 
infant's  stomach  a  digestive  power  proportioned  to  the  food  it  has 
to  use — the  organic  principle  of  digestion  taken  from  the  stomach 
of  the  calf. 

It  is  now  many  years  since  I  first  applied  this  simple  theory  to 
practice  in  the  case  of  one  of  my  own  children,  who,  when  about 
three  or  four  months  old,  was  reduced  to  a  condition  of  marasmus 
by  vomiting  and  diarrhoea  due  to  imperfect  digestion  of  cow's  milk. 
I  ordered  him  fifteen  or  twenty  drops  of  Pepsine  wine,  to  be  given 
immediately  before  or  after  each  meal.  Soon  after  commencing  it 
he  began  to  improve,  and  by  degrees  all  bad  symptoms  vanished, 
and  nutrition  was  quite  restored. 

The  Pepsine  was  continued  until  he  was  nearly  two  years  old, 
and  he  throve  at  least  as  well  as  if  he  had  been  wet-nursed;  other 
treatment,  of  coui-se,  pre-aided  and  accompanied  the  use  of  Pepsine, 
but  was  not  until  the  latter  was  commenced  that  improvement  took 
place. 

Shortly  after,  a  child  bom  in  England,  and  bottle-fed,  was  brought 
over  to  this  country  when  about  six  months  old;  he  also  was  suf- 
fering from  infantile  dyspepsia,  and  was  pining  away  in  a  listless, 
apathetic  state,  quite  indifferent  to  surrounding  objects,  and  ap- 
pearing as  if  he  would  lapse  into  idiocy  from  mal-nutrition  of  the 
nervous  centres.  I  immediately  ordered  him  Pepsine  wine,  which 
produced  such  beneficial  effects,  that  after  it  had  been  continued 
about  twelve  months,  he  had  become  a  bright,  intelligent,  well- 
nourished  child. 

Since  then  I  have  never  recommended  a  wet-nurse,  and  have  used 
Pepsine  wine  largely  in  dispensary,  hospital  and  i)rivate  practice,  * 
and  have  seen  many  apparently  hopeless  cases  recover  under  its 
use. — Dublin  •Journal  of  Mtdical  iScu^ice,' — Atlanta  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal. 
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VINEGAR  AS  A  PROTECTIVE  AGAINST 

SMALL-POX. 


During  the  epidemic  of  small-pox,  Dr.  Th.  Roth,  district  physi- 
cian to  the  principality  of  Lubeck,  in  his  efforts  to  suppress,  or  at 
least,  to  modify  the  severity  of  the  disease,  remembered  the  state- 
ment of  his  preceptor.  Prof.  Krugenberg,  in  a  chapter  on  Oriental 
pest,  that  in  the  last  century,  when  that  disease  raged  so  fearfully 
in  Madrid,  an  organized  gang  of  thieves  performed  the  office  of 
nurses  for  the  sick,  and  after  death  plundered  everything  and  de- 
camped; it  was  noticed  that  none  of  them  fell  a  victim  to  the  dis- 
ease, and  upon  inquiring  what  preventive  they  employed,  it  was 
-^ound  that  they  drank  daily  a  glass  full  of  what  is  called  thieves^ 
vinegar.  Dr.  R.  also  mentions  that  some  years  ago,  when  a  severe 
contagious  typhoid  fever  prevailed  in  his  district,  he  ordered  the 
members  of  the  household  and  nurses  of  the  patients  to  take,  ac- 
cording to  age,  from  one-half  to  one  tablespoonful  of  aromatic 
acidy  with  excellent  results. 

He  would  have  liked  to  employ  the  aromatic  acid  for  his  ex- 
periments in  small-pox,  but  this  was  too  costly  for  most  of  them; 
consequently  he  tried  the  common  vinegar  found  in  every  house- 
hold, and  with  it  accomplished  the  following  results: — Adults  and 
half-grown  persons,  who  were  for  a  considerable  time  in  the  room 
with  a  patient  during  the  development  of  small-pox,  consequently 
breathing  the  same  air,  and  even  assisting  him  or  her,  by  the  use  of 
'  vinegar  either  escaped  altogether,  or  if  they  were  attacked  from  the 
tenth  to  the  thirteenth  day  with  fever,  lassitu4e,  pain  in  the  limbs, 
etc.,  in  consequence  of  which  they  were  confined  to  bed,  these 
symptoms  lasted  only  from  two  to  four  days,  after  which  they  felt 
well  again  with  the  exception  of  some  fatigue,  and  from  one  to  four 
small  pustules  the  size  of  a  pin-head  appeared  on  the  face  or  upon  the 
arms.     Moreover,  no  injurious  effect  upon  the  general  health  was 
experienced,  not  even  in  children,  to  whom  it  was  given  by  the  tea 
sponful,  in  consequence  of  over-anxiety,  without  orders. 

llliose  who  took  the  vinegar  irregularly  were  attacked  on  the 
tenth  or  fourteenth  day  with  fever,  pain  in  the  limbs,  etc.,  more  se- 
verely than  those  who  took  it  as  directed,  bnt  they  recovered  in  four 
to  seven  days;  afterwards  about  eighty  pustules,  scarcely  one-fourth 
the  size  of  the  ordinary  ones,  made  their  appearance,  and  these  dried 
completely  up  in  from  three  to  six  days,  leaving  a  bluish-red  spot, 
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which  also  disappeared  rapidly.  Even  in  these  cases  the  infection 
is  undoubtedly  proven,  and  the  use  of  the  vinegar  did  not  accomplish 
altogether  a  satisfactory  result;  nevertheless  there  was  a  great  gain 
for  those  persons  in  having  passed  through  the  infection  in  from 
four  to  seven  days,  to  a  healthy  condition.  The  spread  of  the 
fatal  malady  was  thus  considerably  modified. 

No  doubt  many  persons  are  protected  by  vaccination,  andpartially 
by  the  indisposition  to  the  disease,  even  if  they  do  breathe  the  same 
ak,  or  come  in  actual  contact  with  a  pati^it  during  the  stage  of 
efflorescenoe;  it  is  therefore  doubtful  whether  those  who  drank  the 
vinegar  and  were  exempt  from  the  disease  are  to  be  considered  liable 
to  have  been  infected ;  but  the  infection  appears  indisputable  in  those 
who  drank  the  vinegar  and  after  ten  or  fourteen  days  became 
ill  in  the  manner  above  described,  And  on  the  third  day  of  illness 
from  one  to  six  abortive  pustules  regularly  appeared  on  the  face  or 
upon  the  hands.  To  those  the  use  of  the  vinegar  was  of  incalcu- 
lable gain,  and  in  those  whose  ready  receptivity  or  non-receptivity 
could  not  have  been  recognized,  the  use  of  the  vinegar  was  harm- 
less. 

All  persons  who  came  in  direct  or  indirect  contact  with  a  small- 
pox patient  were  subjected  to  the  vinegar  treatment,  and  with  much 
benefit.  Healthy  adults  were  ordered  two  tablespoonfuls  of  com- 
mon vinegar,  either  with  or  without  water,  to  be  taken  one  hour 
after  breakfast  and  towards  evening  for  fourteen  days:  for  half- 
grown  or  particularly  delicate  persons  three-fourths  of  a  tablespoon- 
ful  once  or  twice  daily  will  suffice.  They  should  avoid  the  sick 
room  as  much  as  possible,  enjoy  plenty  of  fresh  air,  and  guard 
against  cold;  the  sick  chamber  is  to  be  fumigated  with  vinegar  va- 
pors twice  daily. 

It  seems  doubtful  to  Dr.  R.  whether  the  few  abortive  pustules, 
which  he  saw  appearing  after  the  vinegar  treatment,  convey  any  de- 
gree of  infection,  as  he  had  frequent  opportunities  of  observing  that 
persons  with  such  communicated  frequently  with  others  without 
having  infected  any  one;  nevertheless  he  orders  them  repeatedly 
to  be  washed  with  vinegar  in  order  to  render  them  harmless. 

The  process  of  contagion  he  considers,  in  all  cases,  to  be  a  kind 
of  fermentation,  which  requires  different  periods  for  its  completion. 
Thus  in  the  pustula  maligna  it  requires  only  a  few  hours,  while  in 
small-pox  it  requires  from  ten  to  fourteen,  in  rare  cases  twenty- 
eight  days.     Starting  from  this  idea  he  holds  the  vinegar  to  be  the 
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best  remedy  against  the  inf  ection,  as  besides  its  antiseptic  qualities 
it  has  a  cooling  effect  upon  the  venous  system,  it  promotes  the  se- 
cretion of  bile  and  urine,  improves  the  action  of  the  skin  and  stimu- 
lates the  nervous  system.  All  these  are  'qualities  which  seem  ta 
successfully  counteract  the  presence  of  contagion  and  might  justify 
his  experiment^.* 

He  also  recommends  to  persons  who  communicate  much  with  the 
public,  as  people  in  large  cities,  to  take  now  and  then  a  tablespoon- 
ful  of  vinegar  for  a  week. 

As  a  proof  of  the  above.  Dr.  Roth  subjoins  the  following  state- 
ment:— 

December  9th.  6.  Fassendorf,  aged  73  years;  contracted  small- 
pox in  a  high  degree;  from  Hamburg;  eruption  out  for  three  days; 
died. 

December  21st.  His  wife,  aged  65  years;  shared  the  same  room 
and  bed  with  her  husband,  from  the  beginning  of  his  illness  until 
his  death;  took  ill  with  pain  in  the  head,  back,  etc.,  with  great 
prostration,  on  the  18th  of.  December;  restored  on  the  24th,  after 
an  eruption  of  six  to  eight  small  pustules.  Took  a  tablespoonf  ul 
of  vinegar,  twice  daily,  since  December  9th. 

December  2l8t.  His  daughter,  35  years;  lived  always  in  the  same 
room  with  her  parents;  fell  ill  on  the  18th  of  December,  with  se- 
vere small-pox  fever,  but  without  pain;  had  a  considerable  erythe- 
ma upon  the  abdomen,  a  large  number  of  piiliary  eruptions  upon 
the  arms,  but  no  small-pox;  restored  on  the  24th.  Twice  daily,  one 
tablespoonful  of  vinegar,  since  Dec.  9th. 

From  the  Journal fiXr  ITinderkrankheit^ny  March  and  April,  1872. 

Translated  by  Max  Helmer,  M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia. 
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WHAT  MAY  BE  BEALLY  LEARNED  FROM  MICRO- 
SCOPIC EXAMINATIONS  OF  URINE. 


By  James  Tyson,  M.  D.,  Lecturer  on  Microscopy  and  Urinary 
Chemistry  in  the  University  of  Pensylvania. 

Few  subjects  are  more  imperfectly  understood  by  the  mass  of 
general  practioners  than  that  of  Uninary  Microscopy.  Many  phy- 
sicians think  that  if  a  specimen  of  urine  is  handed  to  a  microscopist 
for  examination,  the  latter  must  be  able  to  give  such  copious  and 
precise  information  as  will  unravel  all  the  mysteries  of  the  case. 
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and  furnish  the  key  to  a  speedily  successful  treatment,  or  else  the 
instrument  is  condemned  as  an  expensive  luxury,  which  if  not  use- 
less, is  scarcely  of  sufficient  utility  to  justify  the  outlay  necessary 
to  procure  it.  It  is  indeed  true  that  in  a  large  proportion  of  instances 
the  information  furnished  by  a  microscopic  examination  of  the  urine 
is  limited,  and  that  in  a  smaller  number  of  cases  its  results  are  en- 
tirely negative. 

It  is  in  consequence  of  the  fact  that  many  instances  of  unrealized 
expectations  have  come  under  my  observation,  that  I  have  presumed 
to  occupy  a  portion  of  this  evening  in  considering  the  real  advan- 
tages which  may  be  looked  for  in  a  study  of  urine  with  the  micro- 
scope. 

Premising  that  such  a  range  of  power  as  is  obtained  by  two  ob- 
jectives,- an  8-10  and  a  1-6  with  two  eye-pieces,  an  A  and  B,  or  a 
low  medium  power — that  is,  from  80  to  400 — will  most  usefully 
subserve  our  purposes,  we  may  divide  urine  which  is  to  be  studied 
microscopically  into  (a)  aUmminous  and  (b)  non-aXbrnniiKms  urine. 

A.  The  urine  with  regard  to  which  we  may  expect  to  derive  most 
information,  and  in  the  study  of  which,  the  microscope  is  indeed 
indispensable,  is  albuminous. 

The  first  question  to  be  determined  with  regard  to  albuminous 
urine  is  as  to  whether  it  contains  casts  of  the  uriniferous  tubules. 
This  question  answered^affirmatively,  the  general  affection,  Bright's 
Disease,  is  recognized;  the  form  of  cast  found  to  be  most  prevalent 
in  connection  with  the.  quantity  of  albumen,  and  especially  with 
the  aid  of  the  clinical  history,  enables  us  to  determine  the  special 
form  of  Bright's  Disease,  whether  chronic  or  acute;  and  if  the 
former,  whether  due  to  the  smooth  white  kidney,  the  highly  fatty 
organ,  or  the  chronically  contracted  kidney,  and  even  amyloid  dis- 
ease, with  considerable  certainty.  And  thus  informed,  matters  of 
prognosis  and  treatment  follow,  the  value  of  which  no  one  can 
deny. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  exceedingly  seldom  that  the  microscope 
enables  us  to  decide  the  existence  of  cancerous  from  that  of  other 
destructive  disease  of  the  kidney,  as  calculous  pyelitis,  the  com- 
mon purulent  products  being  undistinguishable.  Still  less  are  we 
able  to  say,  by  means  of  the  microscope  alone,  with  regard  to  a 
limited  number  of  pus  or  mucous  corpuscles,  that  they  are  derived 
from  the  kidney  rather  than  the  bladder,  at  least,  all  attempts  to 
this  end  are  too  speculative  to  be  admitted  to  a  place  among  the 
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positive  informations  furnished  by  microscopic  examination  of  urine. 

Among  the  causes  producing  albuminous  urine  without  the  pres- 
ence of  casts  is  the  presence  of  pus,  and  although  the  same  corpus- 
cular element  attends  which  is  found  in  mucus,  the  albumen  never 
accompanies  mucus  alone,  while  the  distinctive  characteristic  mu- 
cin-threads  developed  on  the  addition  of  acetic  acid  to  mucus  fur- 
nishes the  crucial  information.  This  is  apart  from  the  physical 
characters  of  purulent  urine,  involved  in  the  ready  miscibility  of 
the  pus  with  the  urine,  its  rapid  subsidence  and  opacity  as  distin- 
guished from  the  difficult  miscibility  of  mucus,  its  transparency 
and  slow  deposition  after  mixture  has  been  produced.  Although 
albuminous  urine,  which  is  due  to  pressure  upon  the  renal  vein  by 
a  tumor  or  pregnant  uterus,  sometimes  contains  casts  when  the  ob- 
struction has  produced  actual  congestion,  this  is  comparatively  rare, 
and  the  comfort  which  is  derived  by  the  practioner  from  a  knowl- 
edge that  the  albuminous  urine  of  a  pregnant  woman  does  not  contain 
casts,  which  the  microscope  alone  can  tell  him,  is  unspeakable. 

Urine  which  contains  blood,  from  whatever  source  derived,  is 
also  albuminous.  Except,  however,  when  blood  corpuscles  are^on- 
tained  in  casts  of  the  uriniferous  tubules,  which  indicates  their  un- 
doubted  renal  origin,  it  can  scarcely  be  claimed  that  the  microscope 
is  of  much  service  in  determining  the  exact  source  of  the  blood.  It 
is  rather  the  grosser  characters,  as  the  presence  of  coagula  when 
blood  is  derived  from  the  bladder,  and  the  smokey  hue  of  acid  urine 
containing  blood  from  the  kidney,  that  gives  us  the  desired  infor- 
mation. 

It  is  comparatively  rare  that  albuminous  urine  results  from  af- 
fections of  the  bladder  and  prostate,  except  as  the  result  of  hemor- 
rhage in  malignant  disease  of  the  latter  organs.  In  non-hemorrhagic 
malignant  disease,  attended  by  suppuration  and  rapid  destruction 
of  tissue,  the  urine  may  become  impregnated  with  albumen,  which 
will  be  explained  by  the  presence  of  pus,  and  occasionally  of  frag- 
ments of  tissue  composed  of  the  large  multinuclear  cell-masses 
formerly  considered  so  characteristic  of  cancer.  In  these  cases, 
the  almost  inevitable  though  not  indispensable  accompaniment  of 
vesical  irritation  will  point  to  the  bladder  rather  than  the  kidneys. 

In  the  limited  number  of  instances  in  which  I  have  been  permit- 
ted to  examine  the  urine  of  patients  who,  as  revealed  by  a  post 
mortem  examination,  suffered  with  cancer  of  the  kidney,  although 
albumen  has  been  invariably  present,  I  have  never  yet  seen  the 
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cellular  or  other  elements  of  cancer — nor,  indeed,  in  cases  of  cancer 
of  the  bladder,  though,  in  the  latter,  other  observers  have  undoubt- 
edly been  more  fortunate. 

B.  Non-Alhuminoics  Urin4. — It  must  be  admitted  that  the 
purely  microscopic  study  of  non*albuminous  urine  is  not  attended 
with  so  many  advantages  to  the  practioner  as  that  of  albuminous. 
Still,  there  are  numberless  instances  in  which  at  least  the  clinical 
history  of  a  case  is  not  complete  without  a  microscopic  examina- 
tion. 

In  no  instance,  perhaps,  is  the  inexperienced  person  more  fre- 
quently disappointed  than  in  the  examination  of  urine  from  cases 
of  suspected  calculi,  both  renal  and  vesical,  but  particularly  the 
latter.  Indeed,  it  may  be  laid  down  that,  as  a  rule,  except  in  uric 
acid  lithiasis.  the  microscope  alone  rarely  furnishes  much  informa- 
tion. To  those  who  have  had  any  experience,  it  is  well  known  that 
in  cases  of  phosphatic  and  oxalic  lithiasis,  the  urine  is  commonly 
without  any  sediment,  from  the  examination  of  which  alone  in- 
formation can  follow.  With  uric  acid  lithiasis,  however,  this  is  not 
the  case,  and  very  generally  patients  thus  suffering  have  copious 
deposits  of  uric  acid  crystals.  In  the  latter,  therefore  we  are  able 
to  make  a  positive  diagnosis.  The  difficulty  in  the  case  of  the 
phosphates  is  accounted  for  by  these  facts:  The  extreme  solubility 
of  the  phosphates,  and  the  dependence  of  their  deposition  upon 
the  alkalinity  of  the  urine;  and  in  case  of  an  exciting  calculus,  its 
power  to  excite,  by  decomposition  of  the  surrounding  organic  mat- 
ter, an  alkalinity  of  the  urine  immediately  around  it  with  conseqent 
deposition  of  phosphates  from  such  proximate  urine,  while  the  re- 
action of  the  great  body  of  water  continues  acid,  Occasionally, 
also,  in  the  case  of  suspected  oxalic  calculus,  information  is  derived 
by  examination  of  urine  from  the  constant  presence  of  octohedral 
and  dumb-bell  crystals  of  oxalate  of  lime.  Especially,  if  these  be 
aggregated  so  as  to  form  microscopic  calculi  of  considerable  size, 
as  IS  often  the  case.  If  the  symptoms  of  renal  calculus  are  present, 
and  such  crystals  be  met  repeatedly,  we  have  good  reason  to  be- 
lieve the  calculus  of  oxalic  composition. — SoiUhem  Medical  Record. 
— The  Cincinnati  Medical  Nevos, 
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ICE  IN  ACUTE  TONSILLITIS. 


Gasb  I.     I.  B.,  boy,  age  10.     I  was  called  to  see  him  in  the  eve- 
ning; found  him  with  both  tonsils  swollen  very  large,  accompanied 
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by  a  high  symptomatic  fever.  Ordered  a  saline  cathartic;  iced 
water  or  milk  for  drink;  and  also  a  piece  of  ice  to  be  wrapped  in 
a  piece  of  flannel  or  woolen  cloth,  this  to  be  applied  over  the  ton. 
sil,  with  occasional  intervals  of  rest,  for  a  number  of  hours.  Galled 
at  10  A.  H.  next  day,  and  found  the  swelling  in  the  tonsils  greatly 
reduced,  with  corr^ponding  reduction  of  the  fever.  In  another 
day  or  so  he  was  entirely  well. 

Cabs  2.  Mr.  M.,  age  22,  cigar  maker.  Called  to  see  him  on 
Saturday  evening;  both  tODsUs  attacked  and  swollen  so  that  they 
almost  met,  and  accompanied  by  the  symptomatic  fever.  Ordered 
same  treatment  as  in  previous  case,  and  on  Monday  mining  he  was 
able  to  resume  work. 

Casb  3.  Miss  E.  T.,  age  20.  Galled  at  ma^  office;  one  tonsil 
affected  with  moderate  swelling,  and  slight  fever  present.  Ordered 
same  treatment,  and  in  two  days  recovery  had  taken  place. 

Gasx  4.  Mr.  G.,  age  26.  Visited  him  at  his  hotel;  found  him 
with  both  tonsils  moderately  swollen,  attended  with  moderate  fe- 
ver. Ordered  same  treatment  as  in  previous  cases,  with  the  result 
of  complete  resolution  taking  place  in  three  days. 

I  have  in  this  manner  treated  some  sixteen  cases  of  acute  tonsil- 
litis, with  resolution  occurring  in  all  but  one.  In  that  case,  a  gen- 
tleman who  suffered  from  oft  recurring  attacks  of  acute  tonsillitis, 
although  the  ice  was  tried  lor  a  day  and  a  half,  it  failed  to  prevent 
suppuration  in  the  gland.  That  attack  was  shorter  in  duration 
than  any  of  the  previous  ones  had  been,  and  attended  with  less 
suffering,  and  less  quantity  of  discharge. 

Since  he  first  tried  the  ice  method  of  treatment  he  has  only  had 
one  slight  attack;  whereas,  in  the  same  length  of  time,  a  year  and 
a  half,  before,  he  would  have  several. 

My  patients  informed  me  that  they  soon  felt  relief  after  the  ap- 
plication of  the  ice.  The  length  of  time  that  elapsed  from  the 
commencement  of  the  attack  to  the  begining  of  treatment  varied 
from  6  to  30  hours. — Gases  reported  to  th^  MediccU  and  Surgical 
H^orter^  by  Dr.  M.  R.  Hackedom,  Oalion,  Ohio. 
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Therapeutics  and  Materia  Medica. 


Carbazotate  of  Ammonia  In  the  Treatment  of  Malarial  Poleon- 
Inau— 

Dr.  Beaumetz  brought,  in  a  recent  paper  before  the  Society  de 
Therapeutique  de  Paris  the  above  named  substance  to  the  notice 
of  the  profession.  He  related  the  successfnl  employment  of  this 
43alt  by  Braconnot,  Calvert,  Aspland,  Bell,  Manopa,  etc.,  and  gave 
the  results  of  six  cases  treated  by  himself,  of  various  experiments 
carried  on  upon  animals  and  man.  Like  quinine,  it  diminishes  the 
>  strength  of  the  pulse,  brings  on  heaviness,  cephalalgia,  and  even 
delirium,  and  is  eliminated  by  the  kidneys.  From  his  experiments 
and  cases.  Dr.  Beaumetz  draws  the  following  conclusions:  Carba- 
zotate  of  ammonia  is  very  efficacious  in  intermittent  fever;  the 
suppression  of  the  paroxysms  may  be  obtained  by  the  use  of  one- 
third  to  two-thirds  of  a  grain  daily,  given  in  three  doses;  the  drug 
never  has  any  bad  effect,  and  seems  to  be  better  tolerated  than 
sulphate  of  quinine,  though  its  physiological  action  is  very  similar. 
— Ijondon  Lancet — The  Detroit  Meview  of  Medicine, 


Abortive  Treatment  of  Small-pox.— 

Dr.  Bessey  {The  Canada  Medical  Record)  reports  a  number  of 
cases  of  variola  treated  by  carbolic  acid,  on  the  supposition  that 
the  disease  is  dependent  upon  "a  particular  disease  germ."  The 
following  formula  was  used:  "5  .  Acid  carbolic,  3i;  glycerine, 
|i;  sodsB  sulphitis,  3x;  aqusB,  ad.  |  vi.  Of  this  a  dose  propor- 
tionate to  age  of  patient."  When  there  was  fever  he  used  diaphor- 
etics. To  allay  itching  and  destroy  germs,  carbolate  of  glycerine 
was  used. — The  Cincinnati  Ixmcet  and  Observer. 


Succeseful  Treatment  of  Chronic  Dysenteiy  by  Topical  Nfedi- 
cation. 

Prof.  R.  B.  Maury,  M.  D.,  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  reports  in  the 
Atlantic  Med.  and  Burg.  Jonm.  quite  a  number  of  cases  of  chronic 
dysentery,  which  he  succeeded  in  curing  by  the  topical  use  of  ni- 
trate of  silver.  All  of  the  cases  reported  were  typical  in  their 
character,  and  most  of  them  had  been  under  the  care  of  other  phy- 
sicians. The  duration  of  the  disease,  before  coming  under  the 
doctor's  care,  varied  from  two  to  thirteen  months. 
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The  patients  were  usually  examined  by  placing  them  in  the  left 
lateral  position,  and  Sims  speculum,  of  a  small  size,  introduced  in- 
to the  rectum. 

In  most  of  the  cases  ulcers  were  found  so  large  that  a  piece  of 
sponge  the  size  of  a  Guinea's  egg  could  be  buried  out  of  sight  in 
its  cavity;  in  others  the  ulcers  were  quite  small  and  numerous, 
while  in  others  still,  there  was  only  a  hypersemic,  swollen  condition 
of  the  mucous  membrane.  These  ulcers  were  cleaned  with  cotton 
wool,  and  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  3  ij,  to  an  ounce  of  water, 
applied  freely.  This  was  repeated  usually  at  an  interval  of  four 
days.  The  doctor  says  that  "in  addition  to  these  cases,  my  partner, 
Dr.  R.  W.  Mitchell,  has  treated  quite  a  number  of  cases  upon  the 
same  plan,  and  with  the  same  good  results.  There  is  no  other 
treatment  for  chronic  dysentery,  that  I  am  acquainted  with,  from 

.  which  any  such  results  as  those  here  reported  could  have  been  ob- 
tained. In  all  these  cases  a  great  variety  of  treatment  had  been 
tried  before  they  came  under  my  care.      While  undergoing  this 

'    treatment  they  had  no  other. 

"I  believe  that  the  treatment  here  described  is  applicable  to  all 
cases  of  dysentery  which  have  become  chronic;  and  according  to 
my  observation  this  will  usually  be  after  the  lapse  of  about  six 
weeks  from  the  commencement  of  the  attack.  I  would  recommend 
that  a  full  dose  of  opium  be  administered  always  just  before  the 
caustic  application  is  made  to  the  rectum.  We  thereby  lessen  the 
pain  of  the  treatment  and  secure  rest  to  the  bowel  for  several 
hours." — The  Detroit  Review  of  Medicine, 


Salicin  In  Obstinate  DIarrhcea  — 

Dr.  L  B.  Mattison  of  Chester,  N.  J.,  says  in  the  Phil,  Med,  and 
Surg,  Reporter  of  Feb.  1 :  that  an  assertion  that  the  majority  of 
practitioners,  during  an  active  professional  life  meet  with  one  or 
more  cases  of  diarrhoea  which  prove  utterly  rebellious  to  ordinary 
treatment,  will,  we  presume  pass  unchallenged.  After  an  experi- 
ence limited  to  a  few  years,  we  have  the  record  of  several  such  in- 
stances, and  the  success  in  our  hands  attending  the  use  of  salicin 
has  been  so  marked  and  gratifying  that  we  are  induced  to  place  it 
before  the  profession,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  may  not  as  yet 
have  given  this  remedy  a  trial  under  similar  circumstances. 

We  administer  in  powder  or  pilular  form,  to  children  preferably 
the  former,  in  any  appropriate  vehicle,  in  doses,  under  two  years 
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of  age,  of  one-half  grain  every  f onr  hours,  and  to  adnlts  after  the 
following  formula: 

5     Salicin, 3j. 

Fiat  pill, No.  24. 

Sig.  Two  pills  every  four  hours. 

Its  employment  is  followed  after  a  short  time,  by  a  decrease  in 
the  frequency  o^  the  evacuations,  a  return  to  their  normal  color 
and  consistence,  and  subsequent  restoration  to  entire  health. — The 
Detroit  JReview  of  Medicine. 


Progressiva  Museuiar  Atrophy.— 

By  B  Tauber,  M.  D.,  Paducah,  Ky. — ^Mrs.  F.,  »t  66,  has  sent  for 
me,  July  20th,  to  examine  her  arm  and  shoulder.  Some  physicians,  in 
Memphis  and  in  this  city,  diagnosed  the  case  a  few  months  ago  as 
rheumatism;  they  used  liniments  and  alkalies  ad  libitum,  with  no 
beneficial  results. 

She  complained  of  loss  of  strength  in  the  arm  and  forearm,  hand, 
and  shoulder;  severe   pains,  simulating  those  of  neuralgia,  in  the  . 
parietic  muscles;  slight  twitching  of  separate  bundles  of  muscular 
fibres;  locomotion  in  any  direction  lost;  and  showing  distinctly  in 
the  hand  the  '**main  en  griffe"  of  Duchenne. 

On  examination  I  found,  as  usual  in  thid  disease,  the  thenar  and 
hypothenar  eminences  almost  disappeared;  the  skin  was  hanging 
over  them  in  loose  folds;  the  muscles  of  the  arm  and  forearm  atro- 
phied— unable  to  perform  the  complex  movements;  the  deltoid 
muscle  and  shoulder  flattened;  also  the  trapezius  and  scapular 
muscles. 

As  the  symptoms  are  so  well  marked,  I  diagnosed  the  case  ^^pro- 
gressive muscular  atrophy,'^  and  applied  fifteen  Smee's  cells  to  the 
spinal  cord  and  to  the  sympathetic  nerves;  to  the  cord  ten  cells  for 
about  five  minutes  every  alternate  day.  I  also  aippliedthe  induced 
current  (A.  Gaiffe's)  directly  over  the  atrophied  muscles,  to  improve 
the  nutrition  of  the  same.  To  my  great  surprise  I  noticed  after  the 
sixth  application  the  patient  was  free  from  pains;  the  voluntary 
movements  almost  natural  in  any  direction;  the  lady  was  able  to 
dress  the  hair,  and  to  lift  the  arm  in  any  desired  direction. 

For  internal  treatment,  being  ansBmic,  gave — 

IJ     Quiniae  Sulph. 3  ss. 

Tr.  ferri.  Chloridi, 3  iii. 

StrychnisB  Sulph. er.  ss. 

Syr.  Simp. |  jss. 

01.  Anisi, gtts.  iii.   M 
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S.    A  teaspoonf ul  three  times  a  day  after  meals. 

Also  ordered  to  use  the  interrapted  current  every  other  or  third 
day.  The  lady  since  in  good  health;  the  arm  increased  in  fullness, 
free  of  pains,  and  she  is  well  satisfed. — TTie   Cincinnati  Medical 

News. 


Nitrite  of  Amyl  in  Angina  Pectoris.— 

Dr.  Madden,  of  Torquay  {The  Practitioner^  London),  reports  the 
successful  use  ol  nitrite  of  amyl  in  his  own  case.  He  has  been 
subject  for  years  to  severe  attacks  of  an^a  pectoris,  having  slight 
mitral  incompetence.  During  his  attack,  in  July,  1871,  he  inhaled 
five  drops  of  it;  the  result  was  wonderful.  The  doctor  describes 
the  effects  in  the  following  words;  ''The  presence  of  intense  pain 
is  not  favorable  \o  the  exercise  of  calm  philosophic  analysis,  and  I 
can  only  tell  what  Ifelt.  The  first  effect  was  often  bronchial  irri- 
tation, causing  c6ugh;  then  quickened  circulation;  then  a  sense  of 
great  fullness  in  the  chest,'  tumultuous  action  of  the  heart,  and 
quick  respiration.  The  angina  pain  then  died  out  first  in  the  chest, 
next  in  the  left  upper  arm,  and  last  of  all  in  the  wrist,  where  it  was 
usually  extremely  severe.*'  There  was  no  confusion  of  thought  in 
the  doctor's  case.  Sometimes,  after  taking  the  amyl,  he  suffered 
from  transient  headaches. — The  Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Observer. 


Locomotor  Ataxia  Treated  witii  Nitrate  of  8iiver.— 

Prof.  Dickerson  {Kansas  City  Medical  Journal)  reports  two 
cases  of  locomotor  ataxia  which,  following  the  method  of  Prof. 
Wundelich,  he  successfully  treated  with  nitrate  of  silveir.  The 
medicine  was  administered  in  doses  of  one  half-grain,  taken  after 
meals.  Both  patients  recovered  after  about  three  weeks'  treatment.^ 
— The  Cincinnati  La^icet  and  Observer, 


Glycerin  Lotion •— 

For  softening  the  skin  of  the  face  and  hands,  especially  during 
the  conmiencement  of  cold  weather,  and  also  for  allaying  the  irri- 
tatioti  caused  by  the  razor: 

Triturate  4^  grains  of.  cochineal  with  1^  fluid  ounces  of  boiling 
water,  added  gradually;  then  add  2\  fluid  ounces  of  alcohol.  Also 
make  an  emulsion  of  8  drops  of  attar  of  roses  with  30  grains  of 
gum  Arabic  and  eight  fluid  ounces  of  water;  then  add  8  fluid  ounces 
of  glycerin  and  10  fluid  drachms  of  quince  mucilage.  Mix  the* 
two  liquids. — Zeitschrifty  etc,,  1871. —  TTie  SoyihemMed,  Record, 
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Bromide  of  Potassium  in  Leucorrhcea.— 

Dr.  A.  H.  Kinnear,  Metamora,  Illinois,  (Chicago  Medical  Jour- 
nal), has  given,  with  success,  in  twelve  marked  cases  of  vaginal  or 
uterine  leucorrhcBa,  none  of  which  were  of  less  than  six  month's 
standing,  bromide  of  potassium.  The  majority  of  the  cases  yielded 
to  the  treatment  in  four  weeks.  He  has  observed  two  effects  from 
the  use  of  thfs  drug,  the  alterative  and  nervo-sedative. —  77ie  SoiUh- 
em  Medical  Journal. 


Cancer.— 

The  most  recent  views  of  the  nature  of  cancer  are,  that  it  is  not 
a  constitutional  disease  at  all  at  first,  but  purely  local,  and  that,  by 
subsequent  absorption  of  its  elements,  the  system  becomes  affected. 
It  may  be  said  to  be  hereditary,  in  the  same  way  as  a  tendency  to 
any  other  affection  (as  warts)  is  hereditary.  The  use  of  caustics 
after  the  removal  of  th«  mass  of  the  tjimor  by  the  knife  is  coming 
more  and  more  into  favor.  Chloride  of  zinc  is  especially  suitable. 
— BraithwaMs  Retrospect — The  Southern  Medical  Record. 


Bromide  of  Iron.— 

This  remedy  is  advocated  by  Dr.  N.  H.  Norris,  of  Beloit,  Wis- 
consin, (Northwestern  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal),  as  nearly  a 
specific  in  involuntary  seminal  emissions  and  spermatorrhoea.  He 
has  administered  it  three  times  daily,  an  hour  before  or  after  meals, 
in  doses  of  from  three  to  five  grains,  rubbed  up  in  a  little  syrup. 
Professor  Namais  (Practitioner)  states  that  this  remedy  corrects 
defective  formation  of  blood,  quiets  nervous  excitation,  and  pro- 
duces the  combined  effect  of  iron  and  the  bromides.  He  regards 
bromide  of  iron  as  being  in  many  instances  a  therapeutic  agent  of 
superior  value  in  epilepsy  even  to  the  bromide  of  potassium. — i?I 
Y.  Medical  Record, — The  SmitJiem  Medical  Record^ 


Veratrum  Virlde  in  Pulmonary  Hemorrhage.— 

H.  N.  Eastman,  M.  D.,  of  Geneva,  New  York.  {Buffalo  Med,  and 
Surg^  Jour,^)  employs  veratrum  viride  in  pulmonary  hemorrhage, 
when  no  acceleration  of  the  heart's  action  is  present,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  reducing  the  normal  circulation  to  the  lowest  point 
compatible  with  the  safety  of  the  patient,  and  to  distend  the  pul- 
monary vessels  as  little  as  possible  with  the  incoming  blood.  The 
idea  is  that  such  reduction  prevents  further  rupture  of  the  capillaries 
•of  the  part,  and  affords  an  oportunity  for  the   vascular  lesions  al- 
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ready  existing  to  be  obviated,  by  temporarily  reducing  the  normal 
circulation. — The  Medical  Record, 
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OBSERVATIONS  UPON  ATMOSPHERIC  mPLUENCES. 


The  effects  induced  throughout  the  animal,  mineral,  and  vegetable  king- 
doms by  the  elevations  and  depressions  of  temperature,  together  with  the 
various  degrees  of  humidity,  and  active  or  passive  conditions  of  the  atmos- 
phere, are  very  imperfectly  appreciated  by  nearly  all  scientific  investiga- 
tors. 

The  recent  advancements  in  the  science  of  Meteorology,  although  of  im- 
mense value,  sustain  very  limited  relations  to  the  applications  of  the  ac- 
quired information  for  physiological  eflfecta.  It  is  not  possible  to  obtain  a 
very  considerable  knowledge  in-any  department  of  science  yet  undeveloped, 
excifpt  through  experiment,  or  accidental  observation. 

Every  well  directed  and  prudently  conducted  experiment  is  a  question 
asked  of  ^^Dame  Nature,"  and  the  result  is  nature's  reply  thereto.  If  the 
interrogation  and  answer  are  properly  placed  on  record,  they  increase  the 
store  of  general  knowledge.  It  very  often  happens  however,  that  an  in- 
vestigator seeks  to  establish  by  competent  evidence  his  anticipations, 
and  instead  of  proving  his  hypothesis,  succeeds  in  developing  an  entirely 
new  and  important  theory,  thereby  opening  additional  channels  for  industry, 
or  contributing  largely  to  the  well-being  and  comfort  of  his  feUows. 

Accidents  and  misfortunes  of  various  kinds  oAen  furnish  the  means 
of  observation,  whereby  the  stock  of  general  information  becomes  aug- 
mented. 

As  an  example  of  this  statement,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  incident  by 
which  the  action  of  the  human  stomach  became  known  through  the  ex- 
periments of  Dr.  Beaumont  in  the  stomach  of  St.  Martin  the  soldier. 

These  observations  are  made  to  prepare  the  way  for  some  statements  in 
regard  to  the  influences  of  atmospheric  variations..  As  all  our  knowledge 
is  acquired  through  some  one,' or  more  of  the  senses,  it  is  certain  that,  no 
sensation  can  exist  without  an  exciting  cause.  If  one  experiences  joyous 
sensations  at  one  time  and  oppressive  impressions  at  another,  and  these  feel- 
ings continually  alternate  with  changes  of  condition,  then  it  may  be  pro- 
perty inferred  the  peculiarity  of  the  conditions  sustains  an  important  relation 
to  the  induced  effects. 

Expressions  like  the  foregoing  are  of  no  value  ilhless  supported  by  a 
vtatement  of  iacts  corresponding  therewith. 

There  is  a  gentleman  living  in  New  YoA  who  had  received  a  libera) 
education  when  young,  but  affc«rward  followed  the  sea  as  an  occupation 
subsequently  joining  the  Union  forces  in  the  late  war.     While  in  the  army 
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he  was  deprired  of  the  sense  of  hearing,  and  thereby  rendered  unfit  for 
military  seirice.  He  now  employs  his  time  in  writing  short  articles  for  news- 
papers, and  delirering  an  occasional  lecture.  Notwithstanding  all  com- 
mnnications  to  him  most  be  transndtted  by  mgns  or  writing,  as  he  is  un- 
able to  hear  his  own  voice  or  that  of  another,  still,  he  speaks  and  dis- 
courses Tery  correctly,  rendering  all  the  intonations  and  inflections  of  the 
▼•ice  with  as  much  accuracy  as  he  wonld  if  he  had  no  auricular  disorder. 

His  power  of  entertaining  is  also  quite  remarkable  when  relating  his  own 
observations  and  experiences,  and  were  it  not  that  he  claims  to  be  a 
christian  and  makes  strenuous  efforts  to  have*  his  deportment  correspond 
with  his  profeasien,  it  would  be  difficult  to  credit  all  his  statements  or  say- 
ings ;  but  under  the  circumstances,  his  hearers  and  readers  may  repose 
with  abiding  confidence  in  the  honest  intention  which  accompanies  all  his 
statements. 

As  many  of  his  sensations  and  impressions  are  of  diverse  characters  at 
intervals,  and  those  variations  are  induced  by  meteorological  changes,  it 
may  be  well  to  relate  some  of  his  peculiar  experiences  under  difierent  in- 
fluences. 

The  reader  will  more  fiiUy  appreciate  the  following  statements  by  being 
informed  that  this  gentleman  was  somewhat  skilled  in  muric  prior  to  be- 
coming deaf^  being  also  familiar  with  the  habits  and  peculiarities  of  the 
various  grades  of  society.  After  the  loss  of  hearing,  his  social  advantages 
were  diminished  for  the  reason  that  it  was  very  awkward  and  inconvenient 
to  conduct  a  conversation  with  him. 

It  may  also  be  well  to  consider  that  limited  communication  affords  time 
for  reflection,  and  compels  the  imagination  to  devise  a  source  of  enter- 
tainment for  the  mind.     Now  for  the  statements. 

1.  During  brilliant  weather,  while  west  and  north-west  winds  prevail 
and  the  air  abounds  with  ozone,  all  this  man^s  emotions  are  of  a  joyous 
character,  and  if  he  is  not  engaged  in  writing,  or  attending  to  some  other 
regular  duty,  the  imagination  can  be  set  to  work  through  his  own  volition 
to  provide  amusement  and  recreation  for  the  mind.  He  generally  prefers 
a  musical  discourse  for  these  purposes,  and  what  is  very  singular  about 
it  consists  in  the  fact  that  he  can  have  either  instrumental  or  vocal  music 
as  he  may  prefer,  nor  is  he  confined  to  the  kind  or  number  of  voices  and 
instruments.  If  resolved,  he  can  have  vocal  and  instrumental  performan- 
ces together,  and  is  gratified  in  being  provided  with  the  music  of  any  in- 
strument, his  choice  at  the  time  decides  upon.  Further  than  this,  it  is 
possible  and  common  for  him  to  have  solos,  duetts,  trios,  quartettes,  and 
so  on  or  choruses,  with  the  voices  and  instruments  progressing  at  pleasure, 
he  can,  at  the  comclusion  of  any  musical  phrase  or  clause,  suspend  either 
soprano,  secundo.  tenor,  er  ba§8,  or  supersede  any  instrument  or  tone  on 
the  organ  (if  that  be  employed  for  accompaniment)  by  any  other,  which 
his  fancy  at  the  moment  dictates. 
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ThU  kind  of  experience,  (experientia  fallax)  he  is  able  to  produce  at 
pleasure  during  the  continuance  of  an  active  atmosphere,  provided  his  im- 
mediate necessities  are  supplied  and  no  physicial  discomfort  exists  from 
undue  exposure,  or  no  unfulfilled  duty  demands  attention. 

2.  When  the  atmosphere  is  inactive  and  humid,  and  east  winds  prevail, 
this  gentleman  is  visited  with  the  most  discordant  sounds  and  repulsive 
languages,  uttered  by  voices  of  objectionable  quality,  and  indicating  an 
intolerable  danger  of  of  degradation. 

The  curses  and  profanity  which  resound  through  the  halls  of  his  mem- 
ory at  such  times  are  excessively  painful,  and  all  the  efforts  of  which  his 
will  is  susceptible  are  insufficient  to  dispel  the  cruel  visitors. 

Considering  that  it  is  his  desire  to  abstain  from  an  indulgence  in  irreli- 
gious thoughts  and  acts,  and  that  such  experiiences  occur  only  during  the 
prevalence  of  dull,  uncomfortable  weather,  and  comparatively  inert  at- 
mosphere, it  seems  right  to  believe  that  the  effects  are  not  of  his  own 
creating,  and  that  he  is  not  morally  responsible,  therefore,  for  them. 
Neither  does  this  case  present  any  of  the  phases  of  ^^onomania"  induced 
by  the  adoption  of  spurious  principles,  and  consequent  unsound  conclu- 
sions, or  by  perversion  of  the  intellect  and  affections  or  inconsistent  acts 
resulting  therefrom. 

The  absence  of  any  symptoms  of  the  infiammatory  type,  the'  correct 
judgment,  the  true  affections,  the  power  of  regular  systematic  thought  and 
the  existence  of  the  fact  that  these  conditions,  sensations  and  impressions 
alternate  with  the  various  states  of  the  weather  afford  abundant  evidence 
of  a  sane  mind  deprived  of  a  physical  advantage,  but  alternately  suffering 
and  rejoicing  through  the  memory  when  certain  departments  thereof  are 
excited  by  an  excessive  or  agreeable  amount  of  presure  upon  the  oigans 
governing  the  train  of  thought. 

If  it  be  possible  that  atmospheric  changes  produce  visible  effects  upon  a 
column  of  mercury,  why  should  they  not  exert  an  influence  upon  someone 
or  all  of  our  delicate  tissues  and  systems ! 

The  -'modus  operandi"  by  which  they  affect  the  numerous  conditions  to 
which  we  are  subject,  may  be  involved  in  great  obscurity,  because  of  the 
complex  character  of  animal  and  vegetable  organizations,  and  the  vast 
number  of  their  chemical  and  vital  relations ;  but  prolonged  reflection  and 
acute  observation  will  ultimately  develope  some  principles,  the  knowledge 
of  which  will  be  serviceable  in  the  preservation  of  health. 

It  is  beyond  question  that  atmospheric  changes  do  act  upon  the  adven- 
tittQUi  animal  and  vegetable  tissues,  and  the  tissues  so  attacked  become  un- 
able to  dispose  of  their  **excreta"  in  proper  time,  whence  it  will  be  obser- 
ved that  a  foreign  body  or  (xccidentcU  tissue,  with  a  disorganizing  and  de- 
moralizing propensity,  has  become  located  in  a  position  to  impede  and  op- 
pose physiological  transformations  through  negation,  disintegration,  or 
fermentation. 
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The  vast  extent  and  rapic}  spread  of  the  recent  Epizootic  has  stimulated 
scientists  to  an  inyestigatioa  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  origin  and 
manner  of  commnnication  of  contagious  infections,  epidemics,  aiid  other 
diseases. 

Some  attribute  contagions  and  infections  to  miasma,  others  to  spores  and 
a  third  class  believe  meteorological  variations  induce  the  formation  of  virus 
which  acts  as  a  ferment  and  rapidly  extends  its  own  kind. 

The  last  named  cause  is  not  without  a  show  of  reason,  or  at  least  it  fomishes 
a  base  line  from  which  to  calculate,  while  the  others  must  at  present  be 
considered  assumptions. 

Physicians  regard  diseases  as  possessed  witfa  a  lifetime,  but  the  same  dis- 
ease in  different  patients  may  have  a  varied  duration,  because  in  one  case 
it  is  said  to  be  malignant,  running  a  fierce  and  hurried  course,  while  in 
another  it  assumes  a  mild  form  and  a  subdued  progress.  After  a  physician 
has  made  a  diagnosis  of  a  disease,  he  commences  to  observe  the  actions  of 
his  patients  and  the  condition  of  the  tissues,  in  order  to  make  his  prog- 
nosis. 

If  the  case  be  a  malignant  one,  as  it  approaches  the  *  ^crisis,"  the  atten- 
dant assumes  *^he  end'*  to  be  at  hand,  but  it  often  occurs  that  the  most 
&vorable  weather  supervenes  and  the  life  is  prolonged  that  had  been  pre- 
viously ^despaired  of.  On  the  other  hand,  it  sometimes  happens  that  dis- 
solution takes  place  when  no  previous  indications  existed  to  intimate  such 
a  conclusion,  and  the  physician  is  as  much  surprised  as  the  friends  of  the 
departed.  It  does  seem  that  an  accurate  record  of  the  weather,  simulta- 
neously with  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  patients,  during  a  given 
period,  would  be  conducive  to  good,  if  conducted  in  any  largf  hospital. 

If  one  observes  a  carpenter  making  shavings  during  bright  active  weather, 
he  will  notice  that  the  shavings  are  electrified  and  cling  to  the  plane,  the 
carpenter's  clothes  and  bench,  refusing  to  fall  to  the  floor,  but  when  the 
reverse  condition  prevails,  they  fall  as  though  they  were  passing  through 
a  vacuum.  By  those  skilled  in  the  use  oi  metallic  tools,  and  the  artisans  in 
metals,  like  variations  are  observed.* 

Numerous  illustrations  could  be  presented  to  sh<t>w  the  influence  of  at- 
mospheric changes  which  have  come  under  our  observation ;  but  the  case 
of  the  gentleman  herein  related,  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  possi- 
bly instructive  of  them  all,  &o  we  will  content  ourselves  by  leaving  the 
subject  with  the  reader  for  reflection. 

H.  M.  B. 

>.  

Williamsburgh,  L.  I.,  N.  Y. 
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PIPER  NiaRUM. 

{Black  Pepper,) 

BY  JOSEPH  BATES,   M.   D. 


Nntural  Order. — Piperaoeaa. 

In  the  Linnean  Artificial  ^stem,  this  plant  will  be  found  in 

Class  Biandria,  and  Order  Trigynia. 

Gej^bral  Character. — Calyx  none;  corolnone;  berry-seeded; 
spadix  simple,  slender,  covered  with  little  flower-bearing  scales ; 
stamens ;  filamenta  none ;  autherae  two,  opposite,  at  the  root  of 
the  germen  roundish. 

Speoifio  Character. — Leaves  ovate  or  ellipitical,  acuminate, 
subcordate,  commonly  seyen-nerved,  smootL  coriaceous,  darkgi:ieeh 
above,  glauco-greenish  beneath ;  petioles  quite  simple;  stem  shrub- 
like, very  long,  round,  smooth,  jointed,  swelling  towards  each  joint 
slender,  branched,  scandens  or  trailing,  rooting  at  the  joints; 
flowers  sessile,  lateral,  and  terminating  in  simple  longish  spikes, 
opposite  to  the  leaves ;  fruit  globular,  sessile,  one  seeded,  at  first 
green,  then  red,  subsequently  black 

Habttat — ^It  grows  spontaneously  in  the  East  Indies  and  Cochin- 
china,  and  is  cultivated  with  such  success  in  Malacca,  |Java,.  and 
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especially  Sumatra,  that  it  is  exported  fix>m  thence,  and  from. 
Gochin-China,  to  every  part  of  the  world  wherever  a  regular  oom- 
merce  has  been  established ;  cultivated  also  in  the  West  Indie& 

Medical  Pbopsbties. — Stimulant^  carminative,  and  tonic. 

History, — Dr.  Stills  remarlra  relative  to  this  agent  as  follows; — 
"Pepper  was  very  anciently  used  as  a  medicine;  It  is  repeatedly 
referred  to  in  the  Hippocratic  writings,  and  mentioned  as  a  stimu- 
lant expectorant,  as  adapted  to  quicken  labor,  &c.  Theophratus 
describes  the  long  and  the  roimd  species,  and  their  calefisu^ien  oper- 
ation, and  also  states  that  they  are  antidotes  to  hemlock.  Dioscori- 
des  mentions  the  Indian  origin  of  pepper,  but  appears  to  confound 
Piper  longum  and  P,  nigrum.  The  former,  he  says,  is  the  stronger 
of  the  two,  and  adds  that  black  pepper  has  more  virtues  than  white. 
All  sorts,  he  remarks,  are  healing,  diuretic,  maturative,  drawing,  and 
resolvent,  and  remove  obscurities  of  the  cornea,  and,  both  internally  , 
and  extemaUy  employed  care  ohUls  which  precede  periodical  fevers, 
are  antidotes  to  the  bites  of  serpents,  provoke  the  dis  charge  of  the 
dead  foetus,  and  prevent  conception  if  applied  by  the  female  immedi- 
ately after  coition  as  a  suppository  in  the  vagina ;  thy  are  useful  in 
coughs  and  pulmonary  complaints,  relieve  colic,  and,  when  used  as 
condiments  excite  the  appetite  and  improve  digestion.  Celsus'men. 
tions  both  long  and  round  pepper,  as  diuretics,  and  recommends 
drinking  hot  water  with  pepper  to  prevent  chill  of  intermittent  fever. 
The  use  of  peppers  for  thequreof  intermittents  is  strongly  urged  by 
Stephanus,  in  his  Commentary  on  GaleiL  Bhazes  speaks  of  pep- 
per as  unsuitable  for  warm,  but  as  well  adapted  to  cold  tempera- 
ments, and  warns  against  its  use  in  those  who  are  affected  with  uleers 
of  the  bowels,  with  ardor  urina3,  or  inflammation  of  the  liver. 
Other  Arabian  writers  recommend  it  as  an  application  to  carious 
teeth  for  the  relief  of  pain ;  as  a  remedy  for  alopecia,  when  the 
bald  scalp  is  rubbed  with  a  mixture  containing  it,  along  with  salt 
and  garlic ;  as  an  application  in  farinaceous  poultices  in  some  cu- 
taneous eruptions,  and  mixed  with  drachylum  plaster  to  discuss 
oedematous  swellings,  and  allay  flatulent  distension  of  the  bowels- 
with  olive  oil  as  a  liniment  for  paralyzed  and  insensible  parts ;  with 
astringent  substances  for  the  relief  of  micturition  in  persons  of  a 
cold  phl^matic  habit,  &c  Ettuller,  Bartholin,  Emestus,  Kimrad, 
and  Schroder,  in  the  last  century,  furnished  examples  of  the  cure 


Piper  Nigrum.  ISl 

of  intermittent  fever  by  this  medicine.  In  some  parts  of  Europe, 
l49o,  an  inihsion  of  peppw  in  brandy  was  a  popular  remedy  for 
ihis  disease.  The  native  doctors  of  India  prescribe  an  infusion  of 
roasted  pepper  to  arrest  vomiting  in  cholera,  and  prepare  with  it 
A  kmd  of  liniment  which  they  suppose  to  have  soveriegn  virtues  in 
^heumntism."  .  Piperin  is  one  of  its  most  active  and  useful  princi- 
ples. In  the  days  of  Celsus,  pepper  was  r^arded  as  possessing 
quite  efficient  antiperiodic  properties.  Large  doses  have  sometimes 
caused  intestinal  inflammation,  convulsions,  delirium,  and  alarming 
fever.  The  ancients  Greeks  were  acquainted  with  pepper,  their 
Jqiowledge  of  which  is  supposed  to  have  been  derived  from  the  Hin- 
dooe.  White  pepper(Piper  Album)is  merely  black  pepper  deprived 
oH  ts  outer  tntegtnent  Thomas  Green,  of  England,  Editor  of  the 
TJuiversal  Herbal,  describes  no  less  than  sixty  species  of  this  genus. 
Belative  to  its  use,  he  states ; — ^^It  is  generally  used  as  an  aromatic 
and  stimulant ;  and  has  been  successfully  employed  in  some  cases 
of  vertigo,  in  paralytic  and  arthritic  disordera  The  berries,  are 
excellent  against  all  coldnesses  and  crudities  at  the  stomach.  They 
give  an  appetite  in  such  cases,  and  help  digestioUi  they  are  also 
good  for  dizziness  of  the  head,  in  obstructions  of  the  liver,  and 
jkgainst  colic."  Groimd  pepper  is  occasionally  added  to  sinapisms, 
to  increase  their  activity.  The  volatile  oil  is  sometimes  employed 
.as  a  rubefisu^ient^  and  its  effects  are  prompt  and  efficient  Black 
pepper  is  principally  imported  from  Sumatra  and  Java. 

Physiological  Effects  as  stated  in  PereiraJs  Materia  Medica  and 
Therapeutics,  by  Woad'j — "The  great  acridity  of  pepper  is  recog- 
nized when  we  apply  it  to  the  tongua  On  the  skin  it  acts  as  a 
rubefjAcient  and  vesicant  Swallowed,  it  stimulates  the  stomach, 
creates  a  sensation  of  warmth  in  this  viscus,  and,  when  used  in 
small  doses,  assists  the  digestive  ftmctious,  but  if  given  in  large 
quantities  induces  an  inflammatory  condition.  Cases  have  been  re- 
ported in  which  inflammatory  symptoms  supervened  after  the  im- 
moderate use  of  pepper.  On  the  vascidar  and  secreting  systems 
pepper  acts  as  a  stimulant  It  accelerates  the  frequency  of  the 
pulsci  promotes  diaphoresis,  and  acts  as  an  excitant  to  the  mucous 
surfiioe&  It  has  long  been  regarded  as  a  stimulant  to  the  urino- 
genital  apparatus.  The  opinion  is  supported  by  the  well-known 
influence  of  peppers  over  certain  morbid  conditions  of  these  or- 
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gans.  Moreover  the  benefidal  effect  of  pepper  in  some  affections 
of  the  rectum  leads  ns  to  suspeot  that  this  viecas  is  also  inflaenced 
by  these  frnita" 

Thebapkittics. — Intermittent  Fevers, — Infused  in  brandy  pepper 
is  a  popular  remedy  for  preventing  the  return  of  the  paroxysms  of 
intermittent  fevers,  given  shortly  before  the  expected  attack.  Th  e 
practice  is  not  recent,  for  Celsus  advises  warm  water  with  pepper 
to  relieve  the  cold  fit   [PereircHs  Mat  Med.  hy  Wood) 

Dr.  Waring  observes; — "/n  Intermittent  Fevers^  Pepper,  bruised 
and  macerated  in  spirit  and  water,  has  long  been  a  popular  remedy 
in  the  East  and  West  Indie&  Mild,  uncomplicated  cases  occasion- 
ally yielded  to  its  use ;  but  most  frequently  it  &ils  to  produce  any 
benefit  It  should  be  given  immediately  before  an  expected  par- 
oxysm. '  Dr.  Pereira  quotes  several  German  authorities,  who.  testi- 
fy to  the  febrifuge  powers  of  this  remedy." 

Pr.  Meli,  of  Yeuice,  as  tue  results  ot  numerous  experiments^ 
comes  to  the  conclusions : 

1.  The  febrifuge  power  of  piperin  is  both  energetic  and  rapid. . 
2.  Its  activity  is  much  greater  than  that  of  cinchona.  8.  It  is 
moi*e  convenient  than  cinchona,  and  its  succedanea,  exhibiting  a 
great  activity  in  a  very  small  compass.  4.  It  neither  changes,  re- 
tards, or  suppresses  any  secretion,  or  excretion.  The  alvine  dejec- 
tions are  regularized,  and  the  urinary  secretion  is  rendered  active. — 
{Med.  Times  and  Oaz.)  By  employing  pepper  or  piperin  in  com- 
bination with  quinine,  a  more  immediate,  as  well  as  a  more  per- 
manent response  will  be  obtained,  than  would  follow  the  admins- 
tration  of  either  agent  alone. 

When  pepper  or  piperin  is  decided  upon  as  the  medicine  to  use 
in  this  disease,  dry-cupping  along  the  sp^ne,  once  a  day,  for  three 
or  four  days,  should  claim  attention.  M.  Gondret  has  a  paper  on 
this  subject,  published  in  Hanking,  Abstract,  voL  ix.  p.  15.  This 
paper  is,  also,  quoted  by  Dr.  Waring ;  from  whom  I  quote  as  fol- 
lows ; — ''In  Intermittent  Fevers,  M.  Gondred  states,  that  in  his 
private  practice,  during  a  period  of  twenty-seven  years,  he  has 
never  once  met  with  a  case  of  Ague  which  has  not  yielded  to  dry- 
cupping  along  the  spine.  He  gives  the  following  directions  for  its 
use :  Apply  eight  or  ten  middle  sized  cupping  glasses  on  each  side 
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of  th6  spinal  column,  and  the  neck  downards,  and  let  them  remain 
on  lor  thirty  or  forty  minntoa.  The  time  for  applying  the  cups  is 
the  beginning  of  the  cold -stage,  or,  if  it  be  possible,  a  short  time 
before  its  accession.  This  not  only  prevents  the  attack,  but  at  the 
same  time,  the  hot  fit  and  the  sweating.  In  most  cases,  one  ap- 
plication of  the  cups  is  sufficient  to  effept  a  cure,  but,  in  long- 
standing cases,  it  requires  to  be  repeated  three  or  four  times.  This 
simple  remedy  deserves  a  further  trial.,, 

HEMORRHOIDS. — Dr.  Waring  observes ; — "in  Hcemorrhoids,  oc- 
curring in  old  Persons,  or  proceeding  from  debility  j  and  also  in  a  re- 
laxed condition  of  the  Heotum,  producing  occasional  Prolapsus,  the 
administration  of  Con£  Piper,  in  doses  of  gr.lxcxx,  and  persevered 
in  three  or  four  months,  often  affords  great  relief,  and  sometimes 
effects  a  cara  It  is  only  applicable  to  chronic  cases,  when  no  in- 
flammation is  present,  and  in  weak  leucophlegmatic  habit&  An 
occasional  aperient  should  be  given  to  prevent  its  accumulating  in 
the  bowels.  It  is  advised  by  Sir.  B.  Brodie.,"(i^^cton  Med.  Oaz-j 
1884-5,  p.  741.) 

Dr.  Stille  states ; — "Its  local  action  upon  the  rectum  led  to  its 
being  anciently  employed  as  a  remedy  for  hoemorrhoids,  and  this 
practice  has  been  imitated  in  modern  times,  first  empirically  in 
the  form  of  Ward's  paste,  a  nostrum  which  had  great  vogue  in 
London,  and  subsequently  by  the  compound  confection  of  pepper 
{Lend.),  of  which  Sir.  B.  Brodie  recommends  a  piece  the  size  of  a 
nutmeg  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day,  and  he  states  that  very 
severe  oases  of  piles  are  sometimes  cured  by  it.  In  some  cases  of 
fistula  in  ano,  of  gleet,  and  of  ieuoorrhosa,  pepper  has  been  found 
very  serviceable ;  in  the  second  of  these  affections,  however,  it  is 
probably  inferior  to  cubeba  Polygonum  Punctatum  has  acquired 
some  merit  in  diseases  of  this  character,  and  wll  be  found  useful 
alternated  with  pepper. 

Cholera; — ^Waring  observes  that  the  natives  of  India  often 
prescribe  an  infusion  of  recently  roasted  Black  Pepper  in  cholera. 
Dr.  Ainslie  states,  that  he  has  known  it  put  a  stop  to  vomiting, 
wh  en  many  other  remedies  had  failed.(Mat  Med.  of  Hindostan,  p. 
84).  Pepper  or  piperin,  in  combination  with  small  doses  of 
calo  mel  and  opium,  suggests  itself  to  the  anthors  mind,  as  a  good 
prescription  in  some  case,  of  this  malady. 
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Bdaocationof  the  UvuUu — ^W. — also  states,  that  in  relaxation  of 
the  UYtQa  a  watery  inftision  of  this  agent  forms  a  very  useftil  gargle. 

Shortsiglitedness. — In  the  Med.  Gaz.,  Nov.  15,  1851,  may  be 
found  an  interesting  paper  of  Dr.  Tumbuirs,  in  which  he  speaks 
highly  of  the  value  of  a  concentrated  tincture  of  pepper,  in  shori' 
sightedness  (1  part  of  pepper  to  2  of  spirits)  applied  to  the  forehead. 

Gonorrhoea, — ^Dr.  Waring  states  that  in  gonorrhoea,  it  has  m 
some  instances  been  effectually  substituted  for  cubeba 

Tinea  Capitis. — The  same  author  states,  that  in  tinea  capitis,  an» 
ointment  composed  of  oz.  iv  of  powdered  black  pepper  and  lb.  > 
of  lard,  has  been  well  spoken  of  as  a  stimulant  application^ 

Piperin  deserves  a  more  extended  notice,  before  dismissing  tho9 
subject.  Waring  describes  piperin  as  a  crystalline,  nitrogenizedy 
feeble  base  found  in  Piper  Nigrum,  Piper  Longum,  and  probably 
in  otiier  plants  of  the  same  order. 

Med.  Prop,  and  action. — Febrifuge  and  tonic. — Dose,  fjcr.  vix, 
twice  or  thrice  daily. 

Therapeutic  Uses. — Intermittent  Fevera — "Piperin  has  been 
employed  (says  Dr.  W. — )  with  varying  succesa     Amongst  those 
who  speaks  highly  of  its  efficacy  is  Dr.  Hatle,  of  Trinidad,  who* 
states  that  in  the  intermittents  of  that  island,  he  found  Piperine 
eradicate  the  disease  when  quinine  had  jfiEtiled,  although  the  latter 
had  been  given  in  ten-grain  doses,  frequentiy  repeated.     He  states 
that,  in  all  cases  of  long-standing  (many  of  them  complicated  with 
enlargement  of  the  liver  and  spleen),  he  began  as  soon  as  the  sweating 
stage  was  established,  by  giving  gr.  iij.  of  Piperine  every  houi^ 
until  gr.  xviij  had  been  taken ;  and,  on  the  lowing  day,  when 
the  intermission  was  complete,  he  gave  the  same  qpmx^tj  every 
three  houra    In  evrey  case,  he  states,  it  succeedeet  m  checking  the 
paroxysm,  and,  as  soon  as  this  was  accomplished,  he  gave  the  fol^ 
lowing  pills;  9*  P^^«  Hydrarg.  gr.  ji,  Piperin»,  Qdiniae  Sulph. 
aa  gr.  ij,  M.  ft.  piL  ter.  in  dia    In  other  cases  he  employed  it 
without  combining  it  with  Quinine,  and  witii  decidedly  benefieia) 
effecta     He  recommends  gr.  xxxvj  to  be  given  in  twenty-four 
hours ;  and,  though  powerfully  carminative,  stimulating,  and,  febri- 
fuge, he  never  saw  it  affect  tiie  sensorium  in  any  cfegroei    Dr.  Blom 
also  bears  witness  to  its  efficacy,  and  states*  that  he  prefers  it  to* 
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either  Qainine  or  Salicine  in  personB  of  phlegmatio  temperaments, 
in  whom  a  ringgiah  cironlation  and  feeble  digestion  are  observed. 
In  the  intermittents  of  Italy,  it  was  successfdlly  employed  by 
MeH,  Gt)rdini,  and  others.  On  the  other  hand,  Soubeiran  fonnd 
it  fisuled,  and  O'Shaughnessy  states  that  in  no  one  instance  has  he 
fonnd  it  of  the  least  utility,  although  it  was  given  in  all  doses 
from  one  to  thirty  grain&  These*  differences  may  be  partially  ex- 
plained, perhaps,  by  the  diflFerent  degrees  of  purity  of  the  remedy; 
if  impure,  and  combined  with  a  portion  of  the  resin,  its  activity 
appears  to  be  increased. ' 

Preparations. 

Fluid  Extract        -        -        Dose,  10  to  40  Dropa 
Pills  of  Piperin        -        -    Half  Grain  eacL 

TiNCTURB  OF  Black  Pepper. 
Fluid  Extract        -        -        -        -        Two  Ounces. 
Diluted  Alcohol        -        -        -  One  Pint 

Dose — Half  io  one-and-a-half  drams. 

Syrup  op  Black  Pepper. 

Fluid  Extract        -        -  Four  Ounces. 

Syrup Twelve  Ounces. 

Dose — Quarter  to  one  dram. 

Compound  Pills  op  Piperin. 

PiL  Hydrarg        -        -        -        -        One  Grain. 

Piperin Two  Grains. 

Sulphate  of  Quinine        -        -        ^    Two  Grains* 
Syrup        -        -        -        -        .  Sufficient 

Dose — One  to  be  taken  morning,  noon  and  night 
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.<  TYPHOID 


I. 


Briqf  views  as  to  its  Lesions  and  Treatment,  by.  Ben j akin 
Rhbtt,  M-  D.,  Abbeville,  S.  C. 

.  There  are. certain  general  features  belonging  to  all  fevers,  as  chili 
or  rigor,  followed  by  increase  of  heart's  action^  increase  of  heat,  &c. 

Th^  chi]l.  or  rigor  undoubtedly  originates  in  some  impression  of 
a  Repressing  character  upon  the  nerves — most  probably  upon  the 
great  sympathetic  and  vagus  nerves.  The  diminution  of  vital  nerve 
force  is  followed  by  increased  action  of  the  heart,  inducing  an  in- 
creased metamorphosis  of  the  carbonized  and  nitrogenized  material 
of  the  blood  and  tissues,  producing  increased  elimination  of  car- 
bonic acid  gap  by  the  lunga,  and  of  urea  and  uric  acid  by  the  kid- 
neys and  other  excretory  organs. 

The  balance  between  the  tissue  metamorphosis  and  the  excre- 
tion of  effete  material  is  not,  however,  always  preserved,  and  the 
albuminoid  material  thrown  into  the  circulation  by  the  rapid  tissue 
disintegration,  both  prevents  due  oxidation  of  the  blood  in  the 
lungs,  and  acts  as  a  peccant  miitter  upon  the  nervous  centres — ob- 
structs the  capillaries,  and  induces  that  condition  known  as  typhoid. 

The  impression  upon  the  nerves  may  arise  from  poisonous  matter 
introduced  into  the  circulation  from  without,  or  from  matter  gen- 
erated within  the  circulation  itself;  or  the  impression  may  have  a 
local  origin  from  a  wound  or  injury.  Once  the  impression  is  made, 
the  depressing  influence  applied  to  nerves  controlling  the  circula- 
ting organs — ^increased  heart's  action  follows;  and  increased  heat 
from  increased  respiration,  and  increased  tissue  change. 

Typhoid  Fever  presents,  however,  distinctive  elements,  that  char- 
acterize and  separate  it  from  other  fevers.  It  has  its  rose  colored 
spots  and  sudamina,  that  cause  it  to  be  classed  with  exanthemata 
or  eruptive  fevers.  But  its  most  distinctive  mark  is  its  bowel  le- 
sion— ^its  inflammation,  ulceration,  or  sloughing  of  the  solitary  and 
agminate  glands  of  the  lower  portion  of  the  ileum,  and  extending 
into  the  coecum. 

Of  the  functions  of  these  glands  involved  in  typhoid  or  enteric 
fever,  two  views  have  been  entertained — one  that  their  functions 
are  eliminatory,  their  peculiar  secretion  accumulating  within  the 
glands,  which  burst  at  maturity  and  discharge  their  contents  into 
the  intestine;  the  other  view  is,  that  the  glands  are  absorbent,  and 
take  up  from  the  chyle  their  appropriate  material.    In  proof  of  the 
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latter  view,  it  is  said  that  Bmeke  .sveeeeded  in  injeeting*  them 
through  the  lacteals.  Dr.  T^  J^MoClagan,  of  Dundee,  adepts  this 
view  of  their  absorbent  nature,  and^- furthermore,  supposes  that 
their  closer  aggregation  at  the  end  of  the  ileum  is  due  to  nature's 
proYJusion  for  the  retention. of. the  chyle  at  that  point,  in  contact 
with  the  greater  number  of  absorbent  mouths,  by  the  delaying  ac- 
tion, of  the  sphincter  ilei* 

Dr.  McClagan  accounts  for  the  ^^Plaques  MoUe9  and  ^^Plaques 
Dures^^  of  Louis  by  assigning  the  primary  lesion,  the  abundant  de- 
posit, and  smooth,  mucous  membranes  {'^Plaques  Dures^^)  to  pri- 
mary impression  on  the  first  glands  involved  by  the  disease.  The 
^^Plaqices  Molles,^^  in  which  the  deposit  is  scanty  and  the  mucous 
membrane  granular  in  aspect,  to  inoculation  from  the  sloughs  and 
shreds  from  the  glands  first  implicated;  comparing  the  first  with 
the  specific  action  of  the  poisOn  of  the  scarlatina  upon  the  tonsils, 
and  the  other  to  subsequent  inoculation  from  the  sloughs  in  that 
disease.  The  sloiighs  coming  in  contact  with  healthy  glands  lower 
in  the  bowels,  causes  softening  and  deeper  ulceration  in  the  glands 
secondarily  affected  than  in  those  primarily  involved — giving  rise 
to  hemorrhage  and  perforation. 

Taking  this  view  Dr.  McClagan  condemns,  and  I  think  justly,  the 
advice  of  Dr.  Todd  and  the  general  practice  of  British  physicians 
"to  lock  up  the  bowels  and  keep  them  locked,"  maintaining  that 
the  looseness  present  in  most  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  is  an  effort 
of  nature  to  throw  off,  by  these  intestinal  evacuations,  the  sloughs 
and  irritant  poisons  that  aggravate  the  disease  by  being  retained 
in  contact  with  these  glands.  Not  that  he  advocates  the  utility  of 
an  exhausting  diarrhoea,  but  that  he  objects  to  the  ^^lochtTig process,'*^ 
He  furthermore  thinks  that  cases  in  which  these  sloughs  are  re- 
tained in  the  bowel  are  more  liable  to  hemorrhage  and  perforation, 
the  result  of  the  secondary  lesion,  from  inoculation  by  the  retained 
sloughs,  causing  deeper  ulceration  of  the  bowel. 

These  views  of  Dr.  McClagan  so  exactly  tally  with  my  own  ob- 
servation in  hospital  and  private  practice,  that  I  am  disposed  to 
adopt  them;  but  as  catharsis  in  this  disease  is  a  delicate  operation, 
easily  started,  but  controlled  with  difficulty,  great  caution  should 
be  exercised  in  the  use  of  cathartics.  And  although  I  coincide 
with  his  opposition  to  the  ^Hocking  processj  and  the  keeping  lockedy'^ 
yet  I  hold  the  view  that  looseness,  whether  the  result  of  the  disease 
or  the  action  of  medicine,  is  a  weakeuiug  process,  and  should  be 
restrained  within  due  hounds. 
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In  the  treatment  of  feyen,  there  are  certain  general  remedies 
applicable  to  all  forms — aand  special  remedies,  adapted  to  each  dis- 
ease, and  calculated  to  meet  their  individaal  aberrations  from 
health. 

ponging,  and  the  bath,  to  reduce  febrile  heat,  are  general  reme- 
dies applicable  in  nearly  all  pyrexias. 

Suitable  stimulants  and  food  for  sustaining  the  heart's  action  are 
also  general  remedies. 

Among  most  practitioners,  although  ammonia,  camphor,  ether, 
Ac,  have  their  place,  yet  alcoholic  stimulants  are  preferred,  as  best 
sustaining  the  heart's  action,  and,  by  their  absorption  into  the  cir- 
culation, directly  reaching  the  nervous  centres;  and  also  for  fur- 
nishing carbonized  material  to  the  blood  for  lung  combustion,  thus 
sparing  the  fat  and  tissues  of  the  body;  and,  further,  for  their  stim- 
ulant action^  upon  blood  vessels,  helping  to  prevent  or  overcome 
capillary  obstruction  and  stasis.  Turpentine  is  also  a  valuable 
stimulant,  especially  with  regard  to  preventing  and  .overcoming 
capillary  obstruction ;  but  it  is  so  valuable  as  an  eliminating  diu- 
retic, as  well  as  an  anti-spasmodic,  relieving  the  irregular  contrac- 
tions of  the  bowels  and  attendant  pains,  that  its  stimulant  charac- 
ter is  often  overlooked. 

Appropriate  food  is  another  general  remedy.  Just  here  let  us 
ask  what  food  is  Appropriate  in  Typhoid  Fever  ? 

In  the  choice  of  diet,  three  things  are  to  be  kept  steadily  in  view: 
First,  the  powers  of  digestion  are  enfeebled;  we  must,  therefore, 
choose  nutriment  easy  of  digestion^  Next,  the  blood  is  loaded  with 
albuminoid  material  from  tissue  degeneration;  therefore,  the  diet 
should  not  be  too  highly  nitrogenized,  lest  we  add  to  the  offending 
material  in  circulation,  and  increase  the  labor  of  the  secretory  or- 
gans. Third,  the  bowels  are  sore  and  irritable;  therefore,  the  food 
should  be  bland.  And  again,  the  ileo-caacal  sphincter  is  ordinarily 
in  an  irritable  or  inflamed  condition,  and  the  opening  from  the 
ileum  into  the  caecum  narrowed;  therefore,  the  diet  should  be  fluid. 
This  last  is  no  theoretical  conviotipn,  as  I  have  known  a  raisin  seed 
retained  ten  days,  and  a  small  piece  of  biscuit,  although  soaked, 
retained  seven  day^  causing  pain  and  uneasiness  in  the  iliac  region. 

Therefore,  milk  commends  itself  as  a  highly  valuable  article  of 
diet,  being  fluid,  easy  of  digestion,  and  not  too  highly  nitrogenized. 
Latterly,  glycerine  has  been  introduced  to  the  British  professional 
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publto  afl  ft  valuable  article  in  the  treatment  of  typhoid  fever.  It. 
commends  itself  as  being  nutrient^  blandy  antiseptic^  alterative^ 
containing  no  nitrogen^  and  preserving  its  fluidity  throyghovi  the 
process  of  digestion.  I  can  add  my  testimony  to  its  valae,  having 
used  it  with  advantage  in  numerous  cases  during  the  present  year, 

In  typoid,  as  in  other  fevers,  eliminatory  remedies,  as  cathartics, 
diuretics,  sudorifics,  &c.,  have  their  uses.  Cathartics,  as  I  have 
already  remarked,  should  be  used  with  great  caution  in  typhoid 
fever,  owing  to  the  predisposition  to  diarrhoBa  already  existing  in 
most  cases  of  the  disease. 

Diuretics  are  of  great  value — turpentine  holds,  in  my  estimation, 
the  highest  place,  not  only  possessing  diuretic  properties  of  a  high 
order,  but  controlling  the  pain  and  irregular  spasmodic  action  of 
the  bowels,  preventing  and  overcoming  capillary  engorgement  and 
stasis.  I  have*  very  little  experience  with  Norwood's  Veratrum 
Yiride,  yet  I  should  suppose  that  its  value  in  typhoid  fever  consists 
not  only  in.  its  power  to  control  the  heart's  action,  but  also  in  its 
diuretic  action,  and  its  efEect  upon  the  capillary  blood  vessels. 

Conjoined  with  the  above  remedial  agents,  I  make  use  of  chlorate 
of  potash  and  chlorine,  for  their  known  action  in  exciting  secretion, 
keeping  the  tongue  and  mouth  moist  and  free  from  sordes,  thereby 
relieving  thirst,  promoting  the  patient's  comfort,  and  facilitating 
the  act  of  swallowing;  also  for  the  well  known  disinfecting  proper- 
ties of  chlorine,  and  its  destructive  influence  with  the  lower  forms 
of  vegetable  and  animal  life.  I  will  here  introduce  a  favorite  form- 
ula that  has,  in  iny  judgment,  proved  of  value  in  most  cases  of  ty- 
phoid fever  treated  by  me  during  the  present  year: 

Q     Chlorate  Potass ^  drachm. 

Hydrochloric  Acid, 7  minims. 

Distilled  Water, 3  ounces — shake  and  add 

Glycerine 5  ounces. 

S .     Keep  in  the  dark. 

Dose  for  adult:  Tablespoonful  every  two  or  three  hours — with 
sponging,  milk  diet,  (in  form  of  milk  pimoh,  combining  food  and 
stimulant)  turpentine,  and  the  above  formula. 

I  have  not  only  conducted  cases,  with  comparative  comfort  to  the 
patient,  to  a  successful  termination,  but  have  even  imagined  that 
the  period  of  the  pyrexia  has  been  shortened.  The  only  patient 
loBt  has  been  one  violating  rules  and  partaking  of  solid  food. 
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Tke  coarse  of  treatnuent  L  have  adopted  and*  found  satisfactory 
is  as  follows: 

Should  the  diagnosis  be  typhoid  fever,  the  treatment  is  begun  by 
a  warm  bath  or  sponging  of  the  surface.  Should  eostiveness  be 
present,  some  mild  laxative  is  administered,  and  the  patient  is  put 
upon  the  use  of  the  glycerine  and  chlorine  mixture,  and  a  strictly 
fluid  diet — ^generally  milk.  Should  pain  in  the  bowels  superv^ae^ 
turpentine,  ten  drops,  on  a  little  sugar,,  is  given  at  shoii}  intervals, 
and  poultices  are  applied  to  the  abdomen-^a  little  turpentine  mixed 
in  the  poultices,  until  relief  is  afforded.  Turpentine  is  also  given 
in  the  same  doses  as  an  eliminatory  diuretic,  especially  when  the 
urine  is  scanty,  and  micturition  difficult  or  painful. 

When  stimulation  becomes  necessary,  it  is  carried  out  by  means 
of  milk  punch,  combining  the  alcoholic  stimulant  with  the  nutri- 
ment. 

Stimulation  is  deemed  necessary  as  soon  as  the  fur  upon  the 
tongue  assumes  a  brownish  cast,  or  the  pulse  loses  its  volume,  or 
low  delirium  appears. 

The  bath  or  sponging,  to  reduce  the  febrile  heat,  is  continued 
throT^ghout  the  treatment,  and  used  whenever  the  febrile  heat  is 
exeessive. 

Under  this  treatment  strictly  followed  out  the  cases  seldom  as- 
sume a  severe  type. 

The  Pyrexia  is  commonly  restrained  within  moderate  limit. 

The  tongue  and  mouth  remain  moist,  the  teeth  and  lips  free  from 
sordes. 

The  diaiThoea  is  seldom  excessive.  Hemorrhage  from  the  bow- 
els is  rare.  Convalescence  often  commences  in  11  or  12  days  from 
the  onset  of  the  disease,  and  seldom  later  than  4  weeks.  Of  course 
remedies  are  used  to  restrain  excessive  diarrhoea  and  to  procure 
sleep  when  wakefulness  disturbs  the  patient.  Dover's  powder  is 
useful  for  both  purposes,  but  I  find  its  exhibition  seldom  necessary, 
if  the  foregoing  treatment  has  been  faithfully  carried  oxkt.-Chairks- 
ton  Mediecd  Journal  cund  Meveiw, 
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BY  WM.  JONES,  M.  D.,   NEWBUI^H,  N..Y, 

I  will  give  for  the  benefit  of  the  readers  of  the  Rsvii>w,  a  cotigh: 
remedy  that  has  been  more  beneficial  for  oonsnmptiott  than  any- 
thing I  have  ever  used. 

B     Wild  Cherry  Bark, 2ilbs. 

Ipecac  Root, |  r. 

Blood  Root, I  Ti. 

Squill  Root, I  iii. 

Liquorice  Root, 1  li» 

Cochineal §  i. 

Anise  Seed,. 5  viii. 

Fennel  Seed,. §iL 

Orange  Peel, ...•§!¥. 

Acetate  of  Morphia 3  iiii- 

Alcohol ^ .  .^2  gallons. 

Sulphuric  Acid, |  J. 

Water 2  gallons. 

Pulv.  Sugar 10  lbs. 

Directions  for  making: — Grind  all  the  articles  to  a  course  pow- 
der,  except  those  directed  to  be  bruised  and  pulverized,  and  put 
them  all  to  the  alcohol,  except  the  wild  cherry  bark,,  the  water,  the^ 
sugar,  and  theeulphuric  acid.  Let  them  stand  one  wec^,,  shaking 
or  stirring  twice  a  day.  Then,  having  kept  the  wild  cherry  bark- 
two  days  in  a  covered  Vessel,  with  water  enough  upon  to  wet  it 
through,  place  it  in  a  percolator,  and  run  two  gallons  water  through 
it.  Add  this  to  the  alcohol  and  other  ingredients.  Let  the  whole 
stand  three  days  longer,  stirring  as  before;  then  draw  off  and  filter 
through  paper.  Now,  add  the  sugar,  and  lastly  the  sulphuric  acid. 
When  a  more  quieting  effort  is  needed,  a  little  more  morphia  may 
be  added;  if  a  more  expectorant  influence  is  required j  or  you  wish- 
to  control  the  pulse,  add  a  few  drops  veratrum  viride  tincture.. 
The  dose  for  an  adult  person  is  from  one  to  two  teaspoonf uls  three* 
or  four  times  a  day.  Should  this  not  meet  your  approbation,  leave 
it  where  it  is.  It  has  served  me  better  than  any  preparation  L 
have  ever  used. — New  York  Medical  Review,. 
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PURGATIVES  IN  SCARLET  FEVER. 

Eds.  Med.  and  Subg.  Reporter. 

As  scarlet  fever  is  prevailing  in  manj  parts  of  our  country  just 
nowy  let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  readers  of  the  Rbportbr  to 
a  matter  upon  which  it  appears  to  me  very  important  that  there 
should  be  something  said.  What  I  allude  to  is  the  injurious  effects 
of  purgative  medicines,  or  even  laxative  medicines,  in  this  com- 
plaint. When  we  take  into  consideration  that  the  eruption  of  this 
disease  is  almost  as  irritating  to  the  surface  as  erysipelas,  from  the 
burning  and  itching  caused  by  it,  and  that  it  not  only  extends  over 
the  external  surface  of  the  body,  but  also  upon  the  mucous  mem- 
brane lining  the  alimentary  canal,  we  can  imagine  what  the  effect 
must  be  of  passing  an  irritant  down  this  already  inflamed  surface. 

.  As  an  evidence  that  the  eruption  extends  along  the  alimentary 
passage,  we  have  the  raw  red  tongue,  and  owing  to  the  great  sus- 
ceptibility of  the  parts  comprising  the  iatemal  throat,  we  have  in 
most  of  the  cases  a  wonderful  exaggeration  of  the  eruption  in  this 
region,  accompanied  with  oedema,  so  much  so  in  some  cases  as  to 
cause  disorganization. 

I  remember  several  years  ago  being  called  to  what  appeared  a 
mild  case  of  the  disease.  I  gave  a  small  dose  of  castor  oil,  and  it 
soon  became  unmanageable,  and  ran  on  to  a  fatal  issue.  This  was 
so  marked  in  this  particular  case  that  it  was  almost  impossible  not 
to  see  it.  In  consulting  authors  upon  this  subject,  and  particular- 
ly Wood,  I  find  such  medicines  spoken  of  favorably,  and  in  many 
of  the  articles  published  ia  the  medical  journals  also.  Among  these 
I  notice  the  great  advocate  of  the  ice  treatment  uses  them. 

Now  the  treatinent  that  appears  to  suggest  itself  is,  the  free  use 
of  cool  mucilaginous  drinks,  with  cold  applications  to  the  most  in- 
flamed parts,  and  verat.  virid.  to  keep  down  the  circulation,  thus 
helping  to  diminish  the  great  heat.  Knowing  that  the  complaint 
must  run  a  certain  course,  little  else  would .  seem  to  be  needed. 
Yet,  as  every  physician  of  experience  knows  the  wonderful  effects 
of  the  tr,  ferri.  chlor.,  both  given  internally  and  also  applied  local- 
ly in  many  cases  of  erysipelas,  I  rarely  ever  attend  a  case  of  scar- 
let fever  without  using  this  remedy,  and  instead  of  using  tepid  or 
cold  water  to  the  external  surface,  in  many  cases  I  order  some  olea- 
ginous substance.  I  find  this  allays  the  burning  and  itching  al- 
most as  promptly  as  water  applications,  and  certainly  does  not  seem 
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so  alarming  to  mothers^  and  is  Bomething  to  which  there  is  rarely 
any  objection.  Wk.  L.  Mabtut,  M.  D.,  Rancocas,  N.  J.,  TBf  arch 
14th,  1873. — The  Medical  and  Surgical  Htporter. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  of  Ireland,  Dr.  James 
Little  read  a  paper  on  the  use  of  digitalis  in  the  failing  heart,  and 
delirium  of  acute  diseases.  Having  referred  to  the  researches  of 
Stokesj|nd  Corrigan  as  to  the  condition  of  the  heart  in  fever,  and 
to  the  use  of  stimulants  in  that  disease,  he  spoke  of  the 
employment  of  digitalis  in  cases  where  stimulants  were 
either  not  well  borne  or  were  actually  contraindicated.  They 
might  disagree  with  the  brain,  and  give  rise  to  a  train  of  cerebral 
symptoms;  or  from  previous  over-indulgences  the  patient  might 
not  be  able  to  bear  them;  or  in  the  presence  of  renal  mischief  their 
use  would  generally  be  altogether  contra-indicated.  Under  circum- 
stances such  as  these  the  author  had  employed  digitalis  in  more 
than  twenty  cases,  including  six  of  typhus,  one  of  rheumatic 
fever,  and  the  remainder  of  enteric  fever.  The  preparation  used 
was  the  tincture,  given  in  half -drachm  doses  every  three  or  four 
houi*s,  and  rarely  every  hour.  The  administration  of  the  remedy 
was  discontinued  after  the  pulse  had  fallen  to  80,  and  except  in  one 
case  the  action  of  the  drug  was  supplemented  by  wine  or  brandy, 
given  in  cordial  or  stomachic  doses.  In  one  case  of  rheumatic 
fever,  digitalis  was  used  alone;  The  patient,  a  merchimt,  aged  32, 
had  symptoms  of  a  rheumatic  attack  towards  the  close  of  last 
October.  Six  months  previously  he  had  suffered  from  severe  dys- 
pepsia, with  much  cerebral  disturbance.  On  October  26th,  he  re- 
mained in  bed,  the  heart  was  very  weak,  and  the  temperature  was 
102®.  Tincture  of  the  perchloride  of  iron  was  given  in  twenty 
minim  doses  every  fourth  hour.  Four  days  later,  signs  of  com- 
mencing cardiac  complication  appeared.  The  evening  ten^perature 
on  November  6th,  was  103.6°»  the  highest  during  his  illness.  On 
November  11th,  he  was  delirious  at  night,  and  on  November  18th,  he 
had  been  one  hundred  hours  without  sleep,  his  pulse  was  feeble(100 
per  minute),  and  the  first  sound  of  the  heart  was  absent.  As  stim- 
ulants could  not  be  borne,  half -drachm  doses  of  tincture  of  digitalis 
were  given  every  hour.    After  eight  doses,  the  patient  fell  asleep. 
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Nausea  having  afterwards  set  in,  the  tincture  was  withheld,  and 
one*ei§htieth  of  a  grain  of 'atropia,  one-fourth  of  a  grain  of  digi- 
tal Ine,  and  a  fourth  of  a  grain  of  morphia  wetiB  injected  hypoder- 
mically.  The  patient  did  well.  The  Chairman  expressed  his  deep 
sense  of  the  value  of  Dr.  Little'*'  communication,  and  alluded  to 
the  novelty  of  the  application  of  digitalis  in  functional  affections 
of  the  heart*  Dr.  Haydei^.ootfld  note  butlodk  upoii  digitalis  as  a 
cardiac  tonic,  the  "opium  of  the  heart,"  as  it  had  been  termed.  He 
recalled  the  practice  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Jersey,  who  used  the  drug 
freely  in  delirium  tremefts.  Dr.  Hayden  generally  gave  ten  min- 
ims of  the  tincture,  in  comlbination  with  perchloride  of  iron  and 
spirit  of  chloroform.  He  believed  that  digitalis  was  usd^il  only 
when  it  acted  on  the  kidneys.  It  was  of  great  advantage  in  fatty 
heart  with  dilatation  of  the  cardiac  chambers.  Dr.  Grimshaw  had 
used  digitalis  six  years  ago  in  a  case  of  acute  rheumatism  with 
nervous  symptoms,  similar  to  the  one  described  by  Dr.  Little.  The 
patient  was  delirious  except  when  under  the  influence  of  full  doses 
of  digitalis  (given  twice  or  thrice  a  day).  The  heart  was  very  weak. 
In  a  subsequent  attack  digitalis  failed,  while  brandy  succeeded;  the 
disease,  however,  assumed  the  character  of  pysemic  rheumatism, 
and  the  patient  died.  He  believed  the  infusion  to  be  the  most  re- 
liable preparation  of  the  drug.  Large  doses  were  especially  dan- 
gerous in  delirium  tremens,  and  in  all  instances  caution  was  neces- 
sary. He  had  used  strychnia  with  much  success  as  a  cardiac  tonic 
in  fever.  Dr.  H.  Kennedy  relied  most  on  powdered  digitalis.  The 
drug  had  long  since  been  employed  in  maniacal  cases.  He  consid- 
ered that,  in  order  to  test  its  efficacy  in  a  satisfactory  way,  the  re- 
medy should  be  given  alone.  Vomiting  was  a  dangerous  symptom. 
Dr.  W.  G.  Smith  dwelt  on  the,  importance  of  the  class  of  cardiac 
remedies,  and  temarked  on  the  inutility  of  experiments  on  the  lower 
animals  apart  from  clinical  observation  and  experiments.  Digitalis 
war  proved  to  be  a  direct  cardiac  stimulant.  The  question. of  tol- 
erance of  the  drug  turned  on  the  value  of  the  preparation  employ- 
ed. The  active  principle,  digitaline,  had  recently  been  isolated  in 
France  asa  crystalline  substance,  vety  unlike  the  anaorphous  powder 
at  present  in  use,  and  which  was  Vtf  most  uncertain  strength. — TTie 
Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter. 
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ON  THE  ACTION  OF  DiaiTALIS  UPON  THE  CIRCU- 
LATION. 


BY    DB.  H.  C  WOOD,  JB. 


The  action  of  digitalis  upon  the  heart  of  the  frog  was,  I  believe, 
first  investigated  by  M.  Vulpian,*who  has  been  followed  by  numer- 
ous observers,  among  whom  may  h  mentioned  W.  Dybkowsky  and 
E.  Pelikan,f  A.  B.  Meyer,J  Legros  and  Legroux,§  Claude  Bernard,§ 
Rudolf  Boehm,||  Homolle,lGouiTat,**  Fothergill,ft    Fagge,  and 

Stevenson.  J  t 

The  statements  of  these  investigators  agree  in  all  essential  points. 
One  or  two  of  them  have  occasionally  noted  a  primary  brief  accel- 
eration of  the  hearts  action;  but  the  rarity  of  its  occurrence  shows 
that  it  has  been  probably  produced  by  some  extraneous  unnoted  in- 
fluence. ^ 

The  first  distinctive  action  of  the  drug  is  a  marked  lessening  of 
the  number  of  cardiac  beats  per  minute,  due  to  a  prolongation  of 
the  diastole,  which  may  be  complete,  but  is  more  generally  divided 
by  an  abortive  attempt  at  ventricular  contraction.  The  systole  is 
abnormally  energetic,  so  that  the  ventricles  become  white  as  the 
as  the  last  drop  of  blood  is  squeezed  out  of  them.  As  the  action 
of  the  drug  becomes  more  intense,  the  rhythm  of  the  heeirtis  very 
much  affected,  the  ventricle  and  auricle  no  longer  beating  in  ac- 
cord. At  the  same  time  the  diastole  generally  becomes  imperfect, 
one  portion  of  the  ventricle  maintaining  its  systolic  spasm,  while 
the  rest  dilates.  Thus  the  extreme  apex  may  remain  hard  and 
white  during  the  diastole,  aud  even  hernial  protrusions  of  the 
ventricle  may  occur.  Finally,  the  heart  is  arrested  in  systole;  and 
as  the  muscle  so  hardens,  of  course  gll  its  power  of  responding  to 
electrical  or  other  excitants  is  lost. 

In  some  rare  instances,  instead  of  the  above  series  of  phenomena,, 
the  diastolic  periods  throughout  are  prolonged  and  quiet,  and  after 
several  periods  of  relaxation,  lasting  for  ten  or  twenty  seconds, 
final  diastolic  arrest  may  occur. 

•Comptes  BendoB  Ae  la  Sod^t^  de  Biologle,  19S6,  p.  70. 

tZeitscbrilt  f  &r  Wlssenscbaf  tUche  Zoologle,  Bd.  xl.,  1S63. 

tArbetten  aas  dem  PhjslolocrlBChen  Instltat  za  Z&rlch  (quoted  by  Boehm). 

«Qaoted  by  Oourvat. 

lFyiugn'*8  Archivfar  PhyHdoffie,  Bd.  v.,  1871 

^Archives  SerUralu  de  Medeeine.  Jaly,  1861. 

••Cfazette  MidieaU  de  Paris,  1871. 

ttDlgltaUs.    London,  1871. 

ttProceedlngB  of  the  Boyal  Society  (London),  vol.  xiv. 
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As  both  Boehm  {op.  ciLy  p.  1|)  and  Dybkowsky  and  Felikan 
{loc.  6t^.)haye  found  that  the  sliring  of  the  hearths  beat,  the  in- 
creased energy  of  contraction,  |e  irregularity  and  final  systolic 
arrest,  are  produced  by  digitalis  f  ter  division  of  the  vagi  and  de- 
struction of  the  spinal  cord,  an<£as  both  Ackermangg  and  Boehm 
have  found  that  the  paralyziif  of  the  peripheral  ends  of  the 
vagi  by  atropia  does  not  preventj^he  phenomena  just  alluded  to,  it 
is  evident  that  the  drug  acts  dir^ly  upon  the  heart-muscle  itself,  a 
conclusion  which  is  confirmed  bjEulenbel-g  and  Ehrenhau8,|||  who 
found  that  digitalis,  when  loca^  applied,  acts  at  once  upon  the 
heart.  On  the  other  hand,  the  ifcibitory  activity  of  the  peripheral 
ends  of  the  pneumogastrics  is  ^%hout  doubt  increased  by  the  drug. 
There  is  no  stage  in  which  stimlation  of  the  vagi  does  not  cause 
diastolic  arrest.  Indeed,  DybkoMlky  and  Pelikan  have  seen  galvan- 
ization of  the  nerves  produce  sjbh  relaxation  in  the  auricles  after 
the  ventricles  had  already  becomlpermaitently  contracted.  Further, 
Boehm  has  found  that  a  stimul^on  of  the  pneumogastrics  which 
is  insufficient  to  make  itself  felt  lef ore  poisoning  will,  after  the  ex- 
hibition of  digitalis,  cause  diast JSc  arrest  lasting  for  many  minutes. 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  thi  peripheral  cardiac  inhibitory  ap- 
paratus shares  in  the  stimulant  ketion  of  digitalis;  and  as  Boehm 
has  found  that  diastolic  arrest  tever  takes  place  in  frogs  poisoned 
with  the  drug,  after  section  of  the  vagi,  it  is  probable  that  this  rare 
mode  of  death  is  really  due  ti  superexcitation  of  the  inhibitory 
cardiac  nerves. 

Rudolf  Boehm  (op.cit.y  p.  1^)  has  investigated  the  influence  of 
digitalis  upon  the  working  powir  of  the  heart  when  freed  from  all 
connection  with  the  central  nerfous  system.  By  using  the  method 
of  Ludwig  and  Coats,  he  obtaiied  as  a  constant  result  that  the 
amount  of  work  done  was  increased  by  small  doses  of  digitalis, 
that,  after  large  doses,  a  similaf  increase  was  followed  in  a  short 
time  by  very  great  diminution  h  the  expenditure  of  power  by  the 
heart,  a  diminution  apparently  ftue  to  imperfect  diastole  and  conse- 
quent non-admission  of  serum  fcito  the  viscus. 

The  elaborate  experiments  pf  L.  Traube*  upon  warm-blooded 
animals  showed  that  in  dogs  moderate  doses  of  digitalis  produce 
increased  arterial  pressure,  with  lowering  of  the  rate  of  the  cardiac 
pulsation.     When  toxic   doses  were  used,  these  phenomena  were 

fifiOnoted  by  Boehni,  op,  eiL,  p.  168. 

IIQaoted  bT  Dr.  T.  Laader  Bninton,  On  Diffltalts,  London,  1808,  p.  60. 

•Qeflammelte  Beitriige  zur  Patbologle  und  Physlologle,  Bd.  1.,  Berlin,  1871. 
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followed  by  increase  of  the  pul«quency  and  fall  of  the  arteri- 
al pressure,  which  did  not  comce  at  the  same  time,  since  the 
maximum  pressure  was  not  reac  until  the  pulse  had  [risen  above 
the  ori^al,  normal  point. 

Boehm  {loc.  ciL)  has  confirmaese  results,  and  has  also  noticed 
a  very  marked  dicrotic  pulse,  evitly  due  to  an  abortive  ventricu- 
lar contraction  during  diastole,  jisely  as  occurs  in  frogs. 

The  experiments  of  Brunton  .  cit.)  and  of  Gourvat  {loc.  cit.) 
also  are  in  accord  with  those  ofaube;  so  that  it  may  be  con- 
sidered proven  that  in  mammals  lerate  doses  of  digitalis  produce 
rise  of  arterial  pressure  with  diished  pulse-rate. 

Prof.  Traube  has  found  that,  jr  section  of  the  vagi,  digitalis 
is  in  warm-blooded  animals,  witlre  exceptions,  incapable  of  re- 
ducing the  pulse-rate,  and,  contiwise,  that  when  the  pulse-fre- 
quency has  been  reduced  by  theig,  section  of  the  nerves  causes 
an  immediate  and  very  marked  i  in  the  rate  of  pulsation.  I 
believe  Boehmf  has  experiment^  confirmed  this;  and  in  the 
single  experiment  of  Gourvat  a  alar  result  was  attained. 

The  conclusion  would  seem  to  inevitable,  that  in  mammals  the 
reduction  in  the  pulse  produced  l^gitalis  is  directly  or  indirectly 
owing  to  an  excitation  of  the  pe^ieral  inhibitory  apparatus.  The 
occasional  reduction  of.  the  pulsele  after  section  of  the  pneumo- 
gastrics  shows,  however,  either  tl  the  inhibitory  nerves  in  some 
animals  find  another  path  than  t  pneumogastrics,  or  else  that 
there  is  an  additional — sometimesoperative,  sometimes  efiicient — 
cause  of  the  reduction  of  the  pie-rate.  As  it  has  been  shown 
that  digitalis  is  capable  of  slowi'  the  beat  of  the  isolated  heart 
of  the  frog,  it  would  appear  prable  that  it  may  exert  a  sim- 
ilar influence  at  times,  in  mamils,  upon  the  cardiac  muscle  or 
its  contained  ganglia. 

Although  digitalis  does  increa  the  muscular  energy  of  the 
heart,  it  seems  scarcely  possible  th  the  enormous  rise  of  pressure 
produced  by  it  can  be  owing  to  th  alone.  This  a  priori  reason- 
ing has  received  experimental  coniination  from  Malan,J  Fothergill 
{loc,  cit,)^  Gourvat(/oc.  cit),  and  ckerman.§  The  first  three  of 
these  investigators  have  found  thairterioles  of  the  frog's  web  un- 
dergo very  decided  contraction  aft  the  systemic  use  of  digitalis; 
and  Ackerm^n  states  that  if  the  atomen  of  a  rabbit  be  opened  so 

^ —  -     -  ■       -  ■ —  —  - 

tHiB  langunffe  is  such  aa  to  leave  tbe  point  saewhat  donbtful.    iOp,  ett.,  pp.  18S,  189.) 
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as  to  expose  the  arteries  of  the  iiMientery,  a  very  marked  contrac- 
tion, even  to  the  partial  obUteratioi  of  the  lumen  of  the  vessels, 
can  be  readily  seen  to  follow  the  mhibition  of  digitalis. 

According  to  Boehm,  Traube  f«jnd..thatif  the  spine  be  divided, 
digitalis  is  powerless  to  iucroase  t|ie  arterial  pressure,  although 
lessening,  as  usual,  the  pulse-ratc\  |  The  same  authority  also  states 
that  Bezold  has  seen  an  excessive  fckU  of  the-arterial  pressure  ensue 
immediately  upon  the  division  of  Ae  spinal  cord  in  an  animal  under 
the  influence  of  digitalis.  Further,  in  his  own  experiments,  Boehm 
has  attained  similar  results,  or,  in. other  words,  has  found  that  after 
separation  of  the  small  vessels  f  it)m  the  vaso-moior  nerve-centre, 
digitalis  does  not  increase  arterial  pressure.* 

These  experiments  would  appear  to  prove  that  digitalis  acts  upon 
the  vessels  by  stimulating  the  vaso-motor  centres  in  the  base  of  the 
brain;  but  they  have  been  contradicted  by  Ackennan  {op.ctt.  p. 
397),  who  states  that  he  has  maay  times  cut  the  spinal  cord,  and 
without  exception  found  a  very  marked  rise  of  arterial  pressure 
follow  the  injection  of  digitalis.  Unfortunately,  none  of  these  ex- 
periments have,  that  I  am  aware  of,  been  published  in  detail,  and 
it  is  therefore  impossible  to  analyse  or  reconcile  them.  It  must  be 
considered  undetermined  whetherProfessor  Ackerman  is  or  is  not 
correct  in  asserting  that  digitalis  icts  directly  upon  the  })eripheral 
vessels  themselves. 

From  the  evidence  which  has  been  brought  forward,  it  may  be 
considered  as  definitely  proven  that  in  mammals  digitalis  in  thera- 
peutic doses  is  a  powerful  stimulint  to  the  circulatory  system. 

The  following  proposition  expresses  our  present  knowledge,  and 
probably  is  very  close  to  the  truth : 

Digitalis  in  moderate  doses  stimulates  the  musculo-motor  portion 
of  the  heart  (probably  its  contained  ganglia),  increases  the  activity 
of  the  inhibitory  apparatus,  and  causes  contraction  of  the  arterioles. 
As  a  consequence  of  the  first  action,  the  cardiac  beats  become  much 
stronger;  as  the  result  of  the  last,  there  is  narrowing  of  the  blood- 
paths,  and  to  the  passage  of  the. vital  fluid  an  increased  resistance, 
which,  acting  on  the  already  excited  inhibitory  system,  aids  in  the 
slowing  of  the  pulse.  Toxic  doses  of  digitalis  paralyze  or  weaken, 
more  or  less  completely,  each  of  the  three  systems,  and  cause  rapidi- 
ty of  the  pulse  and  falling  of  the  arterial  pressure. 

tQnoted  by  FotherglU  (<w>.  cit.) 

fiUeber  die  Wirkungen  der  Digitalis:  VoUanann's  Sammluog  KUftif eheIt^'ortr^lge,  No.  4», 
Leipsic,  1872. 
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According  to  my  own  experience,  decided  therapeutic  doses  of 
digitalis,  in  man  as  in  other  mammals,  produce  great  reduction  and 
sometimes  dicrotism  of  the  pulse,  and  increase  the  size  and  force 
of  the  wave;  at  the  same  time  the  arterial  tension  is  augmented. 
Poisonous  doses  induce,  after  a  time,  increase  of  the  pulse-rate, 
with  smallness  and  weakness  of  the  "Nfave  and  lowered  arterial 
pressure. 

Sphygmographic  studies  of  the  effect  of  digitalis  upon  persons 
suffering  from  various  acute  and  chronic  diseases  have  been  made 
by  M.  Legroux,  M.  Bordier,*  Constantine  Paul,f  and  Paul  Lorrain.  J 
The  problems  offered  by  these  gentlemen  are  so  complex  as  to  ren- 
•der  a  detailed  study  almost  impossible ;  but,  as  a  whole,  their  tra- 
cings seeta  to  confirm  my  personal  experience.  Paul  Lorrain  calls 
^-attention  to  the  fact  that  when  the  drug  has  reduced  the  pulse-rate 
very  greatly,  a  second  abortive  systole  can,  on  auscultation,  some- 
times be  heard  occurring  during  the  long  diastole,  and  some  of  his 
i<phygmographic  tracings  are  markedly  dicrotic.  It  is  evident  tli.it 
in  man  the  second  systolic  movement  occurs  precisely  as  in  animals ; 
and  it  seems  very  certain  that  the  proposition  framed  for  the  lower 
mammals  applies  also  to  man. 

When  the  pulse  has  been  reduced  by  digitalis  to  forty  or  fifty  a 
minute,  the  change  from  the  recumbent  to  the  erect  position  will 
not  infrequently  suflice  to  alter  at  once  its  character,  so  that  it  will 
become  feeble,  small,  and  150  per  minnte.  The  experiments  of 
Tratibe,  which  have  already  beeB  mentioned,  afford  an  explanation 
•of  this  phenomenon  go  simple  that  it  can  scarcely  be  else  than  true. 
The  action  of  the  drug  in  such  a  case  is  verging  u}X)n  the  point  at 
which  the  pulse-rate  increases,  and  the  arterial  pressure  falls,  ow- 
ing to  the  partial  paralysis  duB  to  over-stimulation.  Whilst  the 
patient  is  recumbent,  the  line  i^  not  passed  over,  but  the  additional 
stimulation  of  the  erect  poaitiqn  carries  the  oirculatoi*y  system  be 
yond  the  limit  of  simple  stimulation,  nod  the  over-effects  of  the 
drug  are  at  once  manifested. 


I  •  t^  •  I 
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Chas.  R.  Drysdale,  M.  D.,  M.  R.  C.  P.,  famishes  a  paper  on  this 
subject  to  the  Medical  Press  and  Circular^  from  which  we  extract 
the  following: 


*BulUtin  Therapeuiiqtu,  1808,  p.  110. 

t/Wa.,  p.  198. 

iJcurneu  de  V  Anatomie  etdela  Phpaiolof^'e,   1870. 
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Painful  menfitruation  is  sapposi 
neuralgia,  congestion,  and  mechi 
blood.    In  neuralgic  dysmenorrl 
very  useful,  conjoined  with  rest  ii 
draughts  (such  as  twenty  drops 
twenty  of  spirits  of  chloroform 
sal  volatile  may  be  used;  or  sui 


arise  from  three  main  causes-^ 

\iX  stoppage  to  the  outflow  of  the 

hot  baths  of  half  an  hour  are 

iftrmbed,  orsofa;   and  ethereal 

aritus  setheris  compositus,  with 

ounce  of  camphor  julep),  or 

in  doses  of  three  grains  or 


hyoscyamus  in  doses  of  fiv«  gf&lll^^  ^^^  extract.    Indian  hemp, 


or  the  inhalation  of  chloroform  o 
Morphia  may  be  taken  in  half 
or  better  still,  as  a  supository. 
extract  of  hemlock  in  dysmeno 
may  be  given  in  doses  of  four 
used.  Bromide  of  Potassium  hai 
in  doses  of  from  five  to  ten  grai 
of  four  grains. 

In  cases  of  congestive  dysme 
to  the  cervix  uteri  is  often  usefu 
the  cervix  uteri  by  means  of  a 
quisite  ;  or  the  uterus  may  be 
done  in  ophthalmia  neonatorum 
vanized  India-rubber  are  the  b 
trium,  and  the  bowels  kept  fre 
salts.    As  to  the  rare  cases  of 
usually  accompanied  by  an  und 

To  assert,  as  Dr.  Marion  Si 
majority  of  uterine  diseases  sh 
to  be  absurd  in  the  highest  deg 
who  advises  incision  of  the  ce 
Mr.  Spencer  Wells,  this  operati 
effects  in  dysmenorrhcea,  which 
Incision  may  give  rise  to  fatal 
in  the  Dublin  Obstetrical  Socie 
don,  says  that  the  division  of 
a  consecutive  relaxation,  whic 
scar.     Dr.  Barnes,  in  cases  of 
OS  uteri,  whereas  Drs.  Greenh 


ler,  are  rather  heroic  remedies. 

doses,  either  by  the  stomach, 

Bemutz,  of  Paris,  praises  the 

The  root  freshly  .powdered 

IS,  or  the  succus  conii  may  be 

m  much  praised  by  Raciborski, 

Lupulin  is  often  used,  in  doses 

• 

hoea  the  application  of  leeches 
Four  or  five  leeches,  put  up  to 
speculum,  are  all  that  are  re- 
ified by  a  long  knife,  just  as  is 
ot-water  bottles  (those  of  gal- 
toay  be  laid  over  the  hypogas- 
y  enemata,  or  doses  of  Epsom 
emely  small  os  uteri,  these  are 
oped  condition  of  the  uterus. 

does,  that  the  treatment  of  the 

be  surgical,  seems  to  the  author 

•    According  to  that  gentleman, 

more  than  even  Dr.  Simpson  or 

produces  surprising  and  salutary 

his  eye,  is  always  mechanical. 

orrhage,  according  to  Dr.  Kidd, 

1866.     And  Dr.  Gream,  of  Lon- 

cervix  sometimes  brings  on  either 

8  prejudicial    to  gestation,  or  a 

ical  cervix,  divides  the  external 


and  Routh  say  that  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases,  the  stricturel  at  the  internal  os  uteri. 

In  France  and  in  Germany  tl  fe  are  but  few^who  agree  with  the 
practice  of  Sims,  Greenhalgh,  i  d  Routh,  in  this  point.  The  uterus 
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may  suffer  terribly  from  these  heroic  practices,  and  abscess,  in  the 
pelvic  cayity  may  arise  from  them,  according  to  West  and  others. 
The  introduction  of  the  uterine  sound,  or  of  various  sizes  of 
sounds,  may  sometimes  do  much  good  in  mechanical  dysmenorrhcBa, 
and  the  use  of  tents  of  laminaria  digitata  is  often  indicated,  until 
the  uterus  is  large  enough  to  let  enter  a  sound  of  the  size  of  a  No* 
9  catheter. 

The  hysterotomes  of  Simpson,  Greenhalgh,  or  Mathieu,  are  only 
required  in  cases  of  cicatrix  after  laborious  confinements. — Hatf- 
Yearly  Abstract  of  the  Medical  Sciences. — Nashville  Journal  of 
Medicine  and  Surgery, 


OF 
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bitrate  of  Iron  And  Bismuth  a  New  Remedy  for  Dyspepsia.— 

Although  I  call  this  preparation  new,  it  has  been  used  for  several 
years  in  the  public  hospitals  and  dispensaries  of  this  city,  and  also 
in  private  practice,  and  has  acquired  the  reputation  of  being  one  of 
the  most  prompt  and  valuable  remedies  at  present  known  for  gastric 
disturbances,  depending  upon  an  abnormal  or  defective  digestion 
generally,  and  particularly  so  for  the  gastric  intolerance  of  con- 
sumptive patients.  Its  action  is  often  so  prompt  that  one  full  dose 
has  in  many  instances  afforded  immediate  relief. 

Being  requested  some  years  ago  to  devise  a  liquid  preparation 
containing  Bismuth  and  Iron  (at  that  time  intended  for  use  in  some 
other  complaints),  I  finally,  after  various  trials,  adopted  the  follow- 
ing formula,  which  I  have  followed  ever  since: 

Take  of  Citrate  of  Bismuth,  Ammonio-Citrate  of  Iron,  each  820 
grs. ;  Water  of  Ammonia,  Water,  each  a  sufficient  quantity. 

With  four  ounces  of  Water  rub  the  Citrate  of  Bismuth  into  a 
smooth  paste;  gradually  add  Water  of  Ammonia  until  solution 
takes  place,  being  very  careful  not  to  have  an  excess  of  Ammonia. 
Now  add  the  Ammonio-Citrate  of  Iron  and  some  more  water;  dis- 
solve, filter,  and  wash  the  filter  with  enough  water  to  make  the 
solution  measure  one  pint. 

This  solution,  if  intended  to  be  long'  kept,  may  be  partly  made 
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up  with  Glycerin,  although  I  cannot  speak  from  experience 
whether  it  is  so  well  borne  on  the  stomach.  A  more  useful  addition, 
however,  is  good  sherry  wine,  of  which  there  may  be  used  ten  fluid 
ounces,  (or  perhaps  more),  in  place  of  so  much  water. 

The: above  solution  is  prescribed  under  the  name  of  Liquor  Ferri 
et  Bismuthi  Citratis,  and  contains  in  one  fluid-drachm  two  and  a 
half  grains  each  of  Citrate  of  Bismuth  and  Ammonio-Citrate  of 
l¥on.  The  dose  is  from  one  to  two  fluid-drachms,  half  an  hoar 
before  meals,  or — when  required — after  meals. 

It  is,  of  course,  no  true  double  salt,  chemically  speaking,  but  only 
a  mixture  of  Ammonio-Citrate  of  Bismuth  and  Ammonio-Citrate 
of  Iron;  and,  although  a  true  double  salt  containing  those  elements 
might  perhaps  be  ])repared,  I  doubt  whether  it  could  have  any 
bettei*  effects. 

The  solution  may  also  be  prepared  of  a  concentrated  state,  and 
spread  upon  plates  of  glass  to  dry,  yielding  exceedingly  handsome 
scales  of  a  golden-brown  color,  which  must  be  protected  from  the 
light,  and  five  grains  of  which  are  equal  to  one  fluid-drachm  of  the 
Solution — American  Journal  of  Pharmacy, — The  Chicago  Med» 
Journal, 


A  Remedy  for  Catarrh.— 

Dr.  E,  Brand  {Berlin  Klin,  Wochenschrift)  speaks  in  terms  of 
recommendation  of  the  following  formula  for  an  anti-catarrhal  ol" 
factoiy,  prescribed  by  Dr.  Hagner:  ft.  Carbolic  acid  5  parts; 
rectified  spirit  of  wine  15  parts;  strong  solution  of  ammonia  5 
parts;  distilled  water  10  parts.  The  mixture  is  kept  in  in  a  stop- 
pered dark  glass  bottle.  When  a  catarrh  is  commencing,  a  few  drops 
are  placed  on  three  or  four  layers  of  blotting  or  filtering  paper; 
the  patient,  holding  this  in  his  hand,  and  closing  his  eyes,  inhales 
deeply  from  it  as  long  as  any  smell  is  perce})tible.  The  effect  of 
the  treatment  is  to  cut  short  the  acute  stage  of  the  cold,  to  prevent 
the  occurrence  of  subsequent  coryza  and  bronchial  and  laryngeal 
catarrh,  while  all  troublesome  symptoms  are  rendered  much  milder. 
The  remedy  should  be  applied  every  two  hours. — British  Medical 
Jaurnaly  July  5,  1872. —  Charleston  Medi-cal  Jour?}^  and  Beview, 

New  Plan  of  EKtraotion  of  Bodies  from  the  Eav.~ 

Dr.  Loewenberg,  of  Paris,  describes  a  new  plan  for  extracting 
solid  bodies  from  the  ear,  as  follows:  A  very  small  brush  is  made 
by  rolling  and  fixing  a  narrow  strip  of  old  linen  around   a  thin 
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wooden  handle  (a  match,  for  instanee)^  #ud  unravelH^g  its  free.bor- 
der  to  the  length  of  a  quarter  of  an  inch.  The  end  of  the  so-ob- 
tained f  ring  is  dipped  into  warm  and  very  concentrated  solution  of 
^glue,  and  applied  to  the  visible  part  of  the  foreign  body,  or,  rather, 
the  operator  leans  it  against  the  body  by  letting  it  glide  very  softly, 
and  without  exercising  any  pressure,  over  it.  Previous  to  the  ap- 
plication, the  patient  seats  himself  comfortably  in  an  arm  cliair  or 
on  a  sofa,  and  inclines  his  head  towards  the  healthy  ear.  He  re- 
mains in  this  posture  from  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  to  an  hour 
after  the  introduction  ot  the  agglutinated  brush.  This  time  past, 
consolidation  is  generally  accomplished  and  the  foreign  body  can 
be  extracted  by  gently  pulling  at  the  brush. — Medical  limes  a7id 
Gazette. — The  Chicago  Medical  Journal, 

Treatment  of  Traumatic  Erysipelas.— 

M.  Wilde,  in  the  Deutche  Archiv  f,  Klin  Med.y  1872,  states  that, 
in  a  number  of  oases  of  erysipelas  from  wounds,  he  has  seen  much 
good  to  result  from  subcutaneous  injection  of  sulpho-carbolate  of 
soda.  It  was  injected  daily,  at  three  or  four  points,  along  the  edge 
of  those  portions  of  skin  over  which  the  erysipelas  extends,  by 
means  of  a  Pravaz^a  syringe,  vdt\i  an  occasional  use  of  a  solution — 
1:  12 — of  the  amorphous  salts.  By  this  treatment  he  has  known 
the  erysipelas  to  disappear  entirely  in  three,  or  at  the  furthest  four, 
<lays, — American  Journal  o/ Medical  f^ie9ice8,  January,  18V3,  as 
taken  from  the  Centralblatt  f.  d.  Med.  Wissenschaften,  No.  32, 
1872. —  Charleston  Medical  Journal  and  JRevie^c, 


Mew  Method  of  Making  Beef-Tea.— 

Dr.  H.  C.  Wood  says:  In  order  to  meet  the  daily  felt  want  of 
<:oncentrated  fluid  meat  food,  a  want  not  supplied  by  beef  essence 
as  ordinarily  made,  I  have  in  vented  the  following  process,  and  found 
in  practice  that  it  works  well.  Take  a  thin  rump  steak  of  beef,  lay 
it  upon  a  board,  and  with  a  case-knife  scrape  it.  In  this  way  a  red 
pulp  will  be  obtained,  which  contains  pretty  much  every  thing  in 
the  steak,  except  the  fibrous  tissue. 

Mix  this  red  pulp  thoroughly  with  three  times  its  bulk  of  cold 
water,  stirring  until  the  pulp  is  completely  diffused.  Pat  the  whole 
upon  a  moderate  fire,  and  allow  it  to  come  slowly  to  a  boil,  stirring 
all  the  time  to  prevent  the  "caking"  of  th^  pulp.  In  using  this 
do  not  allow  the  patient  to  strain  it  but  stir  the  settlings  thoroughly 
into  the  fluid.  One  to  three  fluid  ounces  of  this  may  be  given  at 
a  time. — Nhc  Remedies, — The  Sov.thern  Medical  Record, 


154  T}ie  Jaumai  9f  Uatma  Meiiceu 

Prof.  Cross*  Treatment  Per  Coitre.— 

Treatment  will  consist  in  stimulating  the  absorbent  vessels, 
although  the  application  of  agents  of  too  stimulating  a  character 
must  be  avoided,  otherwise  irritation  will  be  produced,  and  the 
mass  will  be  enlarged  instead  of  diminished.  The  neck  will  be 
thoroughly  washed  at  least  once  in  twenty-four  hours,  with  hot 
water  and  soap,  and  immediately  afterwards  a  portion  of  the  fol- 
lowing ointment  will  be  applied  to  the  surface  of  the  tumor,  and 
well  rubbed  in : — = 

IJ.     Ung.  Hydrarg.  Binioid.         -        -        -         3  j. 

Cerat.  Simp.,        -        -        -        .        -  3  vj.      M, 

The  patient  will  take  internally  the  Liquor  iodlnii  composituSy 
gtt.  viij,  in  sweetened  water,  three  times  daily. 

A  piece  of  thin  flannel  and  oil  silk  will  be  worn  around  the  neck 
The  diet  will  be  regulated  and  all  red  meats  avoided.  Six  grains  of 
blue-mass  in  combination  with  a  grain  of  ipecac,  will  be  given  now 
and  then  at  bed-time  to  regulate  the  secretions. — N.  Y,  Med,  Jour- 
7iaZ, — T%e  Cincinnati  Medical  Neucs, 


Cure  for  the  Itch.- 

The  following  prescription  having  been  recommended  for  the 
cure  of  the  itch  by  a  distinguished  dermatologist  of  Paris,  and,  as 
I  have  seen  it  employed  with  unfailing  success,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
transcribing  it  for  the  benefit  of  your  readers: 

IJ.     Carbolic  Acid,         -      .  -        ,         -    one  drachm: 
Water,         -         -         -  -         one  pint. 

Or  what  is  still  better,  an  ointment  of — 

Carbolic  Acid,         -         -        -  two  drachms: 

Benzoated  Lard,        ...        four  ounces. 

Three  or  four  frictions  in  the  twenty-four  house  suffice  to  kill  the 
acari,  after  which  a  bath  of  soap  and  water  is  to  be  taken,  and  the 
disease  produced  by  these  parasites   is  thus  infalliblv  cured  in 
twenty-four  hours. — Paris  eorrespoiidetice  of  the  JOofidon  Medical^ 
T^imes  and  Gazette. — JTie  Chicago  Medical  JournaX. 


Oxide  of  Silver  In  Menorrhagia.— 

IJ.     Argent.  Oxid.,        -        -        .        -  grg.  jss 

Ext.  Tarax., 

Tragacanth  pulv.,        -        -        -        -      aa  grs.  v 
M.  f.  Pil.  No.  6.      One  to  be  taken  each  day. — The  Cincinnati 
Medicid  Newi, 
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8lek  H«acifteh«.— 

Dr.  H  McKay,  of  Tennessee,  writes  to  ns: — 

For  the  benefit  of  Drs.  Anstie,  Wilks  and  others,  who  suffer 
with  headache,  I  ask  you  to  publish  the  following  f ormnla,  the  ef- 
ficacy of  which  I  hare  tested  time  and  again: — 

Q,    Granulated  muriate  of  ammonia,    -    one  teaspoonful 
Morphi»  acet,        -        .        -        .      gr.  j. 
Water, ib.  ss, 

Sig.  Dose  for  an  adult,  two  teaspoonfuls  every  10  minutes  (pre- 
cisely, till  relief  is  obtained. — The  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter. 


Cure  for  Colds.— 

A  Berlin  correspondent  of  the  Chemist  and  Drxiggisty  recom- 
mends the  following  as  "a  cure  for  this  annoying  affection : 

"A  wide-mouthed  glass-stoppered  bottle  is  filled  with  cotton  and 
the  latter  is  saturated  with  a  mixture  composed  of — 

Acid  Carbolic  (pure).        ...        -       scr.  iv.; 
Liq.  Amm.  (sp.  gr.  0.960),        -        -         -        oz.  j.  ss.; 

Distilled  Water, oz.  ij. ; 

Alcohol, oz.  iv. 

The  vapors  are  drawn  into  the  nose  frequently  during  .the  day^ 
and  now  and  then  inhaled  into  themouth." — The  Pharmacist, — The 
Chicago  Medical  Journal. 


Chloride  of  Potassium  in  Epilepsy.— 

Dr.  Lander  (Echo  Med.  et  Pharnu  Beige,)  advocates  this  salt  as 
better  than  bromide  of  potassium  in  eplilepsy.  He  finds  it  is  more- 
active,  costs  five-sixths  less,  and  has  not  the  ineonveni^ice  of  the 
secondary  effects  of  bromide  of  potassium.  He  begins  with  small 
doses,  and  has  continued  the  use  of  the  drug  for  several  months- 
without  any  bad  consequen«;es,  in  daily  doses  of  from  3  grammes 
50,  to  6  grammes  60  (1  to  2  drachms).  Moreover,  Dr.  Lander 
thinks  that  the  bromide  is  converted  into  a  chloride  in  the  stomach,, 
so  he  suggests  the  immediate  use  of  the  chloride. 


Nitric  Aoid  In  Pertussis.- 

5     Acid  Nit.  dil.        -        -        -        -      .  f  3  xij. 
Tinct.  Card,  oomp.,  -        -        -        -    f  3  iij. 
Syrup  simple,        .        -        -        .        fjiijss. 
Water, f!j.     M, 
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Of  this,  a  teaspoonful  is  given  as  a  dose  every  hour  or  every 
-second  hour,  to  be  followed  with  a  gargle  of  solution  of  cdrbonate 
•of  soda  to  prevent  the  action  of  the  acid  upon  the  teeth. —  TheCin- 
cinnati  Medical  News. 


Oxalate  of  Potash  In  Perltonltla.— 

Two  cases  of  peritonitis  with  purulent  effu^n^  the  pus  discharg- 
ing itself  by  the  umbilicus,  have  been  reported  tlds  year  to  the 
Medico-Chinirgical  Society,  of  Liege,  as  resulting  successfully. 
Other  cases  have  also  been  reported,  in  which  small  doses  of  oxa- 
late of  patash  in  mucilage  were  given  every  hour,  with  the  best 
results,  the  patient  being  perfectly  and  speedily  restored  to  health. 
—  Georgia  Med.  Companion. —  I7te  Cincinnati  Medicod  N^ws. 


Oxide  of  Silver  in  Menorrliagia.— 

]J     Argent.  Oxid.,         -        -         .        .        grs.  jss, 
Ext.  Tarax., 

Tragacanth  pulv.,       -         -         -         -     aa  grs.  v. 
M.  f.  Pil.  No.  6.     One  to  be  taken  each  day. —  The   Cincinyiati 
Medical  News. 


-Camphor  in  Erysipelas.— 

Dr.  Delpech,  recommends  an  ethereal  solution  of  camphor,  com- 
posed of  equal  ^neights  of  both,  a  few  drops  of  which  are  from 
tinie  to  time  put  upon  the  erysipelatous  surface.  In  most  cases  a 
rapid  cure  follows — American  Joximal  of  Pharmacy. — The 
Southern  Medical  Record.  * 


Prescription  for  Soflening  ef  Bones  In  Children.- 

IJ.— Caldfl  Phosphitis,  3ij.;  calcis  carbonatis,  3i.;  sacch.  lactis, 
3  iij..  M.  S.— 10  or  20  grains  two  or  three  times  a  day  in  sweeten- 
-ed  milk. —  The  Southern  Medical  Record. 


'Stings  of  Bees  and  Wasps-- 

Inject  into  the  puncture  a  solution  of  carbolic  acid.  The  pain  will 
instantly  cease. — Soutltern  Medical  Record. — NashviUe  Jburncd  of 
Medicine  and  Surgery, 


Itoh.- 

The  best  remedy  is  Peruvian  Ralsam — forty  drops  five  times  a 
day  rubbed  on  carefully  when  the  skin  is  dry.  This  quantity  is 
sufficient  for  the  whole  body  of  a  child.     Next  to  Balsam  of  Peru, 
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carbolic  ackl  is  recommended.  It  may  be  dissolved  in  glycerin  or 
linseed  oij,  ten  grains  to  the  ounce.  The  preliminary  cleansing  with 
warm  watey.  and  soap  is  ako  recommended, — Prpf .  Rothmund,  of 
Berlin — Canadian  JPhatmacefi^icalJournal — The  Souther?^  Med^ 
Record. 


Ipecacuanha  in  Eplstaxls.— 

Dr.  John  Shrady,  of  Harlem,  New  York,  has  successfully  exhi- 
bited ipecacuanha  in  several  severe  cases  of  epistaxis,  especially  in 
the  form  associated  with  chronic  alcoholism.  In  one  instance, 
where  from  a  previous  experience,  plugging  the  posterior  nares  "v^as 
strongly  objected  to,  he  used  vinum  ipecacuanhae  in  teaspoonful 
doses  until  free  emesis  was  produced  with  the  result  of  arresting 
the  hemorrhage  in  fifteen  minutes. — TJxe  Southern  Medical  Records 


Hooping-Cough.— 

To  a  child  five  years  of  age  give  the  thirty-second  part  of  a  grain 
of  morphia,  with  three  grains  of  bromide  of  potassitim,  in  solution, 
every  two  hours;  letting  the  mother  be  instructed  tp  suspend  the 
medicine  for  four  hours  at  any  time,  if  lanusual  drowsiness  comes 
on. — Rralthtoaite^s  Retrospect, —  The  Southern  Medical  Record. 


diit^yittt 


CmONANTHUS  V1R6INICA. 


By  J.  J.  M.  Goss,  3ML  D.,  A.  M.,  L.  L.  D.^.  Social  Circle,  Walton  Co^ 
Georgia. 

I  am  daily,  almost,  receiving  letters,  asking  information  in  regard  to  the 
properties  of  Chionanthus,  which  I  istrodaced  to  the  profession  several 
years  ago.  As  these  letters  are  very  similar  in  their  specific  inquiries,  I 
have  concluded  to  reply  to  them  all  thr&ngh  the  Joubsal  of  Materia 
Mbdica,  which,  I  presume,  most  good  pbysicians  take,  and  all  should 
take  it.  I  am  abked,  '  ^  What  are  the  medical  propei-ties  of  the  Chionanthus 
Yirginica? "  In  answer  to  this  interrogatory,  I  would  first  state,  as  I  have 
done  before  in  the  journals,  that  its  specific  action  is  to  remove  that  mor- 
bid condition  of  the  liver,  producing  jaundice,  (if  the  liver  be  at  fault 
in  the  disease,)  or  to  correct  that  condition  of  the  absorbents,  which  re- 
absorb the  bile,  or  the  biliverdin,  the  coloring  matter  of  the  bile.  The 
pathology  of  jaundice,  as  yet,  is  not  a  demonstrated  truth,  or  a  settled 
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fftct  in  science,  but  admits  of  a  great  discrepancy  of  opinion.  Some 
writers  clidm  that  the  disease  has  its  origin  in  the  deficient  secretory 
function  of  the  liver;  others  contend  that  it  originates  from  a  diseased 
condition  of  the  mucous  coat  of  the  duodenum,  which '  disisasad  condi- 
tions give  rise  to  the  absorption  of  the  bile,  which  is  deposited  npom  the 
skin  and  the  eyes. 

Whether  the  most  frequent  cause  of  jaundice  be  a  diseased  condition  of  the 
liver,  impairing  its  secretory  function,  or  disease  of  the  duodenum,  caoaiiig 
the  reabsorption  of  the  bile,  I  cannot  tell,  bat  my  observation  has  been 
that  it  is  often  the  result  of  hypertrophy  of  the  liver,  obstructing  the  pas- 
sage of  bile  through  the  biliary  ducts.  I  have  often  had  cases  that  fol- 
lowed the  use  of  mercurials,  and  once  had  jaundice  that  I  know  was  pro- 
duced by  the  long  continued  use  of  calomel  and  blue  mass.  I  had  an  at- 
tack of  remittent  fever  in  the  summer  of  1843,  and  was  attended  by  my 
preceptor,  who  gave  me  calomel  until  ptyalism  was  produced,  and  kept 
up  for  some  time,  which  resulted  in  jaundice.  On  relinqtdshing  the  use 
of  the  calomel,  the  jaundice  somewhat  abated,  but  as  soon  as  resumed 
the  jaundice  returned,  and  again  relinquishing  the  calomel  it  again  abated, 
and  again  returned  when  I  was  put  under  the  influence  of  calomel  the 
third  time ;  and  it  returned  with  alarming  severity,  so  much  so,  that  I  de- 
clined to  take  any  prescription  that  contained  mercury  in  any  form.  My 
jaundice  becoming  very  severe,  I  was  referred  to  a  man  that  had  been  re- 
lieved of  jaundice  with  the  Chionanthus.  I  now  determined  to  try  it,  as 
mercurials  had  not  only  failed  to  cure,  but  reproduced  it  when  it  had 
passed  off  by  the  medicatrix  naturee,  or  each  time  aggravated  it  when  it 
was  passing  off  by  the  recuperative  efforts  of  the  system.  Accordingly,  I 
prepared  a  tincture  of  the  Chionanihns  Root,  and  took  it  freely  for  some 
five  days,  when  I  found  the  icterus  passing  off,  and  by  continuing  it  some 
ten  days,  all  traces  of  the  disease  disappeared.  My  health  was  also  very 
much  improved,  so  much  so,  that  I  commenced  the  responsible  duties  of  my 
profession,  and  soon  found  an  opportuuity  to  test  the  specific  action  of 
this  humble  shrub,  (known  only  then  to  a  few  common  people,)  and  I  met 
the  same  uniform  success  as  I  had  done  in  my  own  case.  And  I  have  con- 
tinued it  up  to  this  time  without  a  failure,  only  in  one  case,  and  that  one, 
I  am  almost  certain,  was  jaundice  produced  by  gall-stones  in  the  gall- 
bladder. During  our  recent  war,  I  had  many  opportunities  to  test 
the  virtues  of  the  Chionanthus ;  for  many  of  the  soldiers  of  the  South- 
em  army  returned  from  the  army  of  Virginia  to  Georgia,  with  jaundice, 
and  I  treated  them  with  uniform  success ;  and  I  seldom  gave  anything 
else  but  the  Chionanthus,  unless  the  subjects  required  a  purgative.  And 
if  I  had  not  used  the  Chionanthus  alone,  I  could  net  have  been  thus  posi- 
tive of  the  therapeutical  power  of  the  remedy.  I  did  not  use  it  because 
other  vaunted  remedies  were  not  at  hand,  but  because  I  had  confidence  in 
its  specific  powers,  (pardon  me  for  using  that  term,)  and  wished  thorough- 
ly to  test  them.  lam  not,  nor  should  any  physician  be,  satisfied  with  a  few  iso- 
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lated  trials  of  any  remedj ;  bat  the  character  of  a  curatiTe  remedy  is  estab> 
liihed,  after  uniform  success,  in  repeated  trials,  for  a  long  series  of  years.  I 
hare  now  used  the  Chionanthns  for  thirty  years,  and  have,  time  and  again, 
given  the  results  of  my  trials  with  this  and  many  other  indigenous  remedies, 
to  sid  in  developing  the  resources  of  our  almost  exhaustless  vegetable  mate- 
ria medica.  The  Chionanthus  possesses  marked  tonic  powers,  and  has  often 
been  of  material  service  in  that  way,  in  indigestion  and  general  debility. 
It  18  much  used  by  -some  physicians  in  the  South  as  an  alterative,  but  I 
do  not  regard  it  as  active  as  Stillingia  and  Corydalis,  though  it  possesses 
considerable  catalytic  powers ;  and  as  such,  together  with  its  tonic  prop- 
erty, it  is  a  very  efficient  agent  in  cases  of  syphilis  of  long  standing  where 
thore  is  much  debility.  I  do  not  regard  it  as  a  cholagogue,  in  the  proper 
sense  of  that  term,,  that  is,  I  do  not  think  that  it  possesses  marked  power 
over  the  secretory  function  of  the  liver  in  a  healthy  state,  but  it  does  exert 
grsat  power  over  certain  abnormal  conditions  of  that  organ.  In  hypertro- 
phy, from  whatever  cause  it  may  arise,  it  seems  to  be  the  remedy  par  excel- 
lence. In  jaundice,  from  any  cause,  save  that  produced  by  gall-stones,  it 
acts  with  the  great<>st  certainty  and  promptitude  of  any  remedy  I  have 
ever  tried.  I  have  had  several  patients  that  had  been  subject  to  attacks 
of  jaundice  every  few  weeks  in  the  summer  season,  who  were  oot  only  reliev- 
ed of  the  attack  of  the  disease,  but  were  protected  from  further  trouble  in 
that  way  by  continued  use  of  the  Chionanthus.  I  have  often  seen  a  con- 
gested liver,  or,  one  in  a  hypertrephied  condition,  reduced  to  its  normal 
size  and  condition,  in  a  few  weeks,  by  the  use  of  Chionanthus.  I  am  asked 
also/* Hew  to  prepare  it?"  and  *^What  preparation  is  best? ^'  I  would 
say,  from  repeated  trials,  that  a  tincture  made  from  the  freshly  dried  bark 
of  the  root,  and  a  fluid  extract  from  the  same,  made  in  vacuo,  arc  the*only 
reliable  prepari^ons.  Dose  of  the  fluid  extract  is  1  3  every  three  or  four 
hours.  I  prepared  from  the  essential  tincture,  a  resinoid,  resembling  po- 
dophyllin  and  it  had  the  smell  and  taste  of  the  bark,  but  I  am  not  satis- 
fied that  it  fully  represented  the  bark  from  which  it  was  prepared. 


-—- 


THE  USE  OF  lODO-BROMIDE  OF  CALCIUM  IN  CATARRH. 


In  a  very  able  and  instractive  essay  recently  published  by  Walter  M. 
Plenoing,  M.  D.,  on  Catarrh,  audits  relation  to  threat  and  lung  diseases,  the 
lodo-Bromide  of  Calcium  Comp«,  receives  a  moat  prominent  position  among 
the  remedies  to  be  applied  for  its  relief.  Quite  recently.  Dr.  Fleming  writes ; 
"^There  has  been  placed  before  the  public  a  chemical  preparation  issued  by 
TiLDMs  &  Co.,  Chemists,  New  Lebanon,  N.  Y.,  that  has  proved  itself  of 
great  Talue  in  this  disease ;  the  crude  preparation  is  the  Solution  lodo-Bro- 
mide  Calcium  Comi>ound,  the  component  parta  of  which  are  Iodine,  Bro- 
mine, Chlorine,  Calcium,  Magnesium,  Ferrum,  Potassinm  and  Sodium. 
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This  compofind  possesses  the  desirable  qualities  of  the  alterative,  disin- 
fectant, stimalant,  tonic,  und  resolvent,  all  of  which  are  eminently  quali- 
fied to  prove  serviceable,  in  the  very  disease  in  question.  '^ 

In  its  crude  state,  this  preparation  is  irritant,  and  almost  a  caustic,  con- 
sequently it  requires  large  dilution  before  applying  to  the  delicate  mem- 
branes of  the  nose,  but  when  properly  prepared,  as  is  best  indicated  by 
the  case  for  which  it  is  required,  it  has  already  proved  itself  to  be  a  most 
valuable  addition  to  the  list  of  reliable  remedies.  There  is  also  an  Elixir 
of  the  lodo-Bromide  of  Calcium  Comp.,  prepared  by  the ^  same  "firm,  ex- 
pressly for  internal  use,  consisting  of  the  same  component  parts,  and  identic 
cal  medical  qualities. 

Tliis  preparation  possesses  all  the  desired  advantages  requisite  as  a 
prompt  and  efficient  alterative,  tonic,  and  anti-scrofulous  remedy,  particu- 
larly indicated  in  ulcerated  and  diseased  membranes,  caries  of  bones  etc.,. 
(as  mfty  be  readily  conceived  by  refer»ince  to  its  component  parts).  This 
agent  is  found  to  be  eminently  qualified  to  benefit  this  type  of  disease, 
and  is  doubtless  one  of  the  most  reliable  internal  and  constitutional  rem- 
edies. 

These  two  preparations  above,  both  for  local  and  internal  use,  can  hard- 
ly be  surpassed,  for  the  succesaful  treatment  of  Catarrh." 


■  •  ^  < »■ 


MORPHINE  AND  CIMICIFUGA    RACEMOSA  IN    PUER- 
PERAL CONVULSIONS. 


Dr.  C.  H.  QiLBEBT,  Metamora,  Fulton,  Co.,  Ohio,  communicates  to  us 
his  experience  with  morphine  and  cimicifuga  in  puerperal  convulsions,, 
which  experience  is  so  gratifying  as  at  once  to  commei^d  itself  to  the  pro- 
fession. 

He  states  that  with  these  remedies  he  seldom,  if  ever,  fails  to  control  the 
convulsions  whenever  the  system  ia  placed  under  their  influence,  and  ex- 
presses himself  confident  by  reason  of  practical  observations  extended 
through  several  years,  that  ordinarily  this  course  of  treatment  will  prove 

efiicient. 

He  gives' the  Morphine  md  Fluid  Extract  of  Cimicifuga  alternately,  both 
in  large  quantities,  aod  i«peated  j99x»  re  nata  until  the  system  be  manifestly 
iNTought  under  their  inflaence,  and  ffucceeds  in  arresting  the  convulsions 
in  from  one  to  two  hoars. 


♦•^ 


)orrespon dents  will  oblige  us  by  writing  plainly  their  NameSj 
Town^  County  and  Stats.  We  are  frequently  unable  to  answer  letters  be- 
cause these  are  omitted. 
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HELLEBORUS  NIGER. 

{Black  Hellebore,) 

BY  JOSEPH  BATES,   M.    D. 


Natural  Order— Eanunculaceaa. 

In  the  Linnean  System^  this  plant  will  be  found  Id  ClAss 
Polyandria,  and  in  Order  Polygynia. 

Generic  Character.— Petals  5  or  more;  nectary  2-lipped 
tubular ;  carpels  6  or  6,  many  seeded,  erectish,  compressed 

SPECino  Character. — Stem  almost  Aaked,  with  one  or  two 
flowers,  leaves  pedate ;  roots  perennial,  creeping,  entangled,  very 
black  on  the  outside,  externally  rough  and  knotted,  with  many 
long,  simple,  perpendicular  fibres ;  corolla  very  large,  generally 
white  at  first,  but  fi-equently  with  a  tint  of  red,  growing  deeper 
with  age,  and  finally  becoming  green.     (T.  Green.) 

Habitat.- Europe. 

Medical  Properties. — Drastic  cathartic,  diuretic,  anthelmintic 
and  emmeilagogua 

History. — This  plant  has  been  known  to  the  profession  between 
two  and  three  thousand  years.     Among  its  advocates,  who  highly 
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esteemed  its  healing  properties,  were  the  most  eminent  physicians 
of  former  ages.  Dr.  Stills  in  his  remark,  relative  to  the  history 
of  this  medicine  observes; — "In  .the  Hippocratic  writings  this 
medicine  is  frequently  mentioned,  but  it  is  described  at  length  by 
Pliny,  who  distinguishes  the  black  and  the  white  hellebores,  and 
states,  what  modem  observation  has  only  confirmed,  that  the  latter 
acts  upon  the  nervous  system,  but  the  former  upon  the  bowels  as 
a  drastic  purge.  Both  were,  however,  more  or  less  employed  for 
the  same  class  of  diseases,  particularly  dropsies,  paralysis,  epilepsy 
and  insanity.  He  alludes  to  the  occasional  violence  of  their  action. 
The  species  which  grew  in  the  Island  of  Anticyra  was  renowned 
for  its  efficacy  in  mental  disorders,  so  that  the  phrase  navigare 
Antieyras  was  equivalent  to  saying  that  that  one  had  become 
insane." 

"  The  completest  account  of  the  subject  is  given  by  Dioscorides 
who  clearly  contrasts  white  hellebore  (veratrum  album)  and  black, 
for  he  attributes  to  the  former  emetic  and  to  the  latter  purgative 
qualities,  a  distinction  which  had,  indeed,  already  been  made  by 
HiPPOCRATEa  Black  hellebore  was  called  Melampodium,  from 
Melampus,  who  is  said  to  have  eured  the  daughters  of  PRiBTis 
of  insanity  by  purging  them  with  this  plant.  Dioscorides  states 
distinctly  that  the  black  was  the  species  produced  in  Anticyra. 
He  attributes  to  it  emmenagogue  properties  in  addition  to  those 
enumerated  by  Pliny,  and  adds  that  it  is  apt  to  destroy  the  foetus 
in  utero.  Both  of  these  writers,  as  well  as  Galen,  recommend  it 
for  cutaneous  eruptions,  and  as  a  maturative  for  the  cure  of  sores. 

The  Arabian  physicians  add  but  little  to  the  above  account,  but 
while  dwelling  on  tixe  valuable  cathartic  properties  of  the  medicine, 
insist  upon  itsj  being  dangerous  to  life  "unless  duly  guarded  by 
diluents,  and  the  preparation  of  the  system  for  its  use  by  ab- 
stinence," It  is  very  highly  esteemed  by  some  practitioners  as  aa 
emmenagogua  'Dr.  Mead  considered  it  superior  to  all  other 
medicines  belonging  to  this  clasa     (TJ.  S.  P.) 

Dr,  Waring  remarks  that  the  ancients  held"  Hellebore  in  very- 
high  esteem  in  Mania^  ^otlepsyj  Melancholy^  Scabies^  W<yrms^  and 
other  diseases.  This  plant  is  cultivated  by  some  for  its  flowers, 
which  appear  between  December  and  February,  on  which  account 
it  is  called  the  Christmas  Rose. 
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Therapeutic  Employmknt. 
Anasarca  — Dr.  Waring  states  that  in  Anasarca  and  Dropsy 
after.  Fevers,  the  alcoholic  extract  is  favorably  spoken  of  by  Dr. 
Darwell.  He  (Dr.  D.)  states  that  uiider  its  use,  he  has  seen  the 
effusion  gradually  disappear,  without  any  extraordinary  increase 
of  the  secretions.  It  should  be  discontinued  if  poisonous  effects 
manifest  themselves,  but  may  be  generally  resumed  in  a  few  days. 

Its  use  dates  from  the  time  of  Avicenka.  In  cases  that  do 
not  readily  respond  to  the  use  of  this  drug,  small  doses  of  digitalis 
may  be  cautiously  added.  In  dropsy  after  fever,  Dr.  D.  speaks 
highly  of  the  efficacy  of  digitalis ;  indeed,  in  the  dropsy  after 
scarlet  fever,  he  considei*s  it  almost  a  specific. 

In  chronic  dropsical  affections,  anasarca  and  oedema  attended  by 
debility,  and  occurring  after  scarlet  fever.  Dr.  Holland,  as  quoted 
by  Waring,  strongly  advises  a  combination  of  digitalis  with  T. 
FerrL  Sesquichloridl  He  considers  that  it  would  be  difficult  to 
find  any  single  combination  more  effectual  in  these  cases,  and  adds 
that  he  has  given  it  for  weeks  together  without  witnessing  any  ill 
effects. 

Dr.  Stills  observes : — "  Black  Hellebore  has  been  much  recom- 
mended  as  a  puigative  in  Dropsy;  and  doubtless  like  other  drastic 
cathartics,  it  is  capable  of  causing  the  evacuation  of  serous 
effusions.  But  it  exerts  no  specific  control  over  this  common 
symptom  of  various  pathological  conditions,  and  on  account  of  its 
harsh  operation,  is  less  eligible  than  other  medicines  of  the  same 
class,  and  particularly  jalap." 

This  agent  is  admitted  to  possess  very  active  cathartic  properties, 
yet  this  can  not  reasonably  be  urged  as  a  plea  against  its  use  in 
any  case ;  the  more  active  the  i^pmedy,  the  more  valuable  its  use, 
if  properly  administered.    ^ 

Amenorrhoea  and  Dysmenorrhcea. — Dr.  Waring  observes :— "  In 
amenoirhoea  and  dysmenorrhcea^  Hellebore  was  strongly  advised 
by  Dr  Mead  ;  but  on  the  unfavorable  report  of  Dr.  Heberden, 
it  fell  into  disuse.  Recently,  it  has  been  advised  by  Dr,  Chapman 
(U.  S.).  He  states  that  he  found  it  serviceable  when  it  purges,  in 
painful  menstruation,  attended  with  torpor  and  constipation  of  the 
bowels,  and  perhaps  with  some  degree  of  insensibility  in  the 
uterus  itself.     The  extract,  combined  with  conium,  is  the  best  form 
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for  administration.  It  should  be  given  with  caution."  Myrrh, 
hellebore,  and  iron  form  a  good  compound  for  the  treatment  of 
amenorrhoea,  to  which  might  be  added,  in  some  cases  with  decided 
advantage,  small  doses  of  stramoniunu  In  dysmenorrhoea, 
chloroform  or  opium  may  be  employed  at  intervals  while  using 
the  hellebore.  Dr.  Bennett,  as  quoted  by  Waring,  found 
chloroform  useful  in  dysmenorrhoea,  both  by  inhalation  and  given 
internally.    In  the  latter  case  gutt  x.  were  given  in  mucilaga 

Hcemorrhmds. — In  hoemorrhoids,  or  piles  Dr.  BuRNE  states,  as 
related  by  Waring,  that  no  application  affords  so  much  relief 
(after  the  first  pain  has  passed)  as  an  ointment  composed  of  3  j. 
of  Powder  of  Hellebore  and  5  j.  of  Lard.  If  attended  with  pain 
and  irritation  during  the*  continuance  of  the  ointment,  apply  a 
poultice  of  warm  bread  and  milk  to  which  may  be  added  an 
ounce  of  fluid  aqueous  extract  of  opium.  Bemove  the  poultice 
as  soon  as  the  pain  and  irritation  are  subdued. 

Dr.  Waring  observes : — "in  piles  attended  with  great  irritation 
and  pain^  much  relief  is  often  obtained  by  sitting  over  the  steam 
of  hot  water  for  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  and  immediately  ap- 
plying a  warm  bread  and  milk  poultice.     These  meascg-es  should 
*  be  repeated  five  or  six  times  a  day.    (Graves.) 

In  Pruritus  Genitalium,  the  same  measure,  or  bathing  the  parts 
with  hot  water  and  soap  every  night  and  morning,  mav  be  resorted 
to  with  a  great  deal  of  advantage.  In  Prurigo  Senilis,  and  other 
forms  of  Prurigo,  the  same  treatment  may  be  adopted. 

Worms. — Ilellebore  has  been  highly  extolled  by  some  for  its 
vermifuge  properties.  Used  with  proper  caution,  in  combination 
with  Santonin,  Male  Fern,  Ejtmila,  or  Spigelia  Marilandica, 
favorable  results  might  be  expected  to  follow  its  administration 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract,  -  -  Dose,  10  to  20  Dropa 
Solid  Extract  -  -  -  "  1  to  5  Grains. 
Pills        - 1  Grain  each. 

TINCTURE  OF  BLACK  HELLEBORE. 

Fluid  Extract  -        -        -  Two  Ounces. 

Diluted  Alcohol  -        -        -  One  Pint 

Dose — Thirty  drops  to  one  dram. 
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COMPOUND  TIKCTUBB  OF  BLACK  HELLEBORE. 

Tincture  of  Black  Hellebore        •        Half  Ouuce. 
"  Myrrh  -        -        -        -    One  Ounce. 

"  Spanish  Flies    -        -        Two  Drams. 

Dose — Thirty  drops  three  times  a  day  as  an  emmenagogue. 

COMPOUND  WINE  OF  BLACK  HELLEBORE. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Black  Hellebore,        One  Ounce. 

"  "   .  Wormwood,        -    Two  Ounces. 

White  Wine,         ....         Four  Pints. 

Dose — Half  to  one  dram. 

COMPOUND   PILLS  OF  BLACK  HELEBORK 

Solid  Extract  of  Black  Hellebore,     -    Five  Grains. 

Calomel, Five  Grains. 

Powdered  Ipecac,   -        -        -        -  Three  Grains. 
Syrup  of  Ginger,        -        -        .        .     Sufficient 
Mix  And  make  four  pills.     Two  to  be  taken  every  four  hours 
till  a  ftiU  purgation  is  caused. 

OKSTICENT  OF  BLACK  HELLEBORE. 

Solid  Extract  of  Black  Hellebora     -      One  Dram. 
Lard     -        -        -        -        -        -        One  Ounce. 

Application  for  obstinate  herpetic  eruptions.  SouhUran. 
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SYMPHYTUM  OFFICINALE. 

{Comfrey.) 


BY  JOSEPH  BATES,  H.  D. 


T^'atubal  Order. — Boraginacese.    Lindley. 

According  to  the  Linnean,  or  sexual  system,  this  plant  belongs 
to  Class  Fentandria,  and  Order,  Monogynia. 

Generic  Character. — Limb,  or  upper  part  of  the  corol, 
tubular-swelling;  the  throat  closed  with  the  subulate  rays; 
.stigma  simple ;  nuts  gibbous,  not  pierced  at  the  base. 

Specific  Character. — (Flowers  yellow  and  white ;  blooms  in 
June, ;  root  perennial) 

Leaves  ovate-sub-lanceolate,  decurrent,  rugose. 
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Habitat. — Native  of  Europe,  and  alao  indigenous  in  Siberia. 

Medical  PROPERTiEa — Demulcent  and  sliglitlj  astringent 

History. — A  Kttle  more  than  half  a  century  ago,  the  following 
record,  relative  to  this  plant,  appeared  in  the  Universal  Herbal^ 
published  in  London,  by  Thomas  Green  : — *'  Comfrey  is  a  plant 
which  possesses  considerable  medical  properties,  though  they  are 
bnt  little  regarded.  The  root  abounds  in  a  pure,  tasteless  mucilage, 
and  is  useful  in  irritations  of  the  throat,  intestines,  and,  above  all, 
the  bladder.  A  conserve  of  the  roots  cures  the  whites,  and  a 
decoction  of  them  is  excellent'  in  coughs  and  soreness  of  the 
breast.  Dried  and  powdered,  they  are  good  against  fluxes  of  the 
belly,  attended  with  griping  pains  and  bloody  stools. 

It  is  also  serviceable  in  defluxions  on  the  lungs,  spitting  of  blood, 
and  other  disorders  of  the  breast  Bruised  and  applied  to  foul 
ulcers,  it  cleanses  and  disposes  them  to  heal.  It  removes  the 
inflammation,  eases  pain,  stops  the  bleeding  of  piles,  and  is  of  consid- 
erable efficacy  in  ulcerations  of  the  kidneys  and  urinary  passages, 
particularly  if  occasioned  by  the  use  of  cantharides,  or  Spanish 
fliea  The  leaves  are  frequently  employed  to  give  a  grateful  flavor 
to  cakes  and  panada,  and  when  boiled  are  esteemed  by  many  a 
very  great  delicacy.  The  variety  with  red  or  purple  flower  is 
more  common  in  many  parts  of  the  Continent  than  in  England. 
Mr.  Miller  asserts,  that  the  difference  in  color  is  permanent  in 
the  plants  raised  from  seeds;  and  that  the  purple  and  whitish, 
yellow  flowers  are  never  found  mixed,  where  the  plants  grow 
wild." 

Its  name;  Symphytum,  Gr.  Sumphoium^  of  5un,  and  phuo^  to 
grow  together,  having  been  famous  for  its  healing  wounds. 

Therapeutical  Employment. 

Dr.  King  says: — "This  plant  is  demulcent  and  slightly  as- 
stringent  With  other  mucilaginous  agents,  it  is  considered  inert 
•or  of  but  little  medical  importance  by  many  writers ;  but  this  is 
an  erroneous  view,  the  result  of  deficient  investigation.  All 
mucilaginous  agents  exert  an  influence  on  mucous  tissues,  hence 
the  cure  of  many  pulmonary  and  other  affections,  in  which  these 
tissues  have  been  chiefly  implicated,  by  their  internal  use.      Phy- 
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sicians  must  not  expect,  a  serious  disease  to  yield  to  remedies  whieh 
act  on  mucous  membranes  only ;  and  to  determine  the  true  value 
of  a  medical  agent,  they  must  first  ascertain  the  true  character 
of  the  affection,  as  well  as  of  the  tissues  involved  Again, 
mucilaginoas  agents  are  always  beneficial  in  scrofulous  and 
anaemic  habits. 

Comfrey  root  is  very  useful  in  diarrhoea,  dysentery,  coughs, 
haemoptysis  other  pulmonary  affections,  leucorrhoea,  and  female 
debility ;  these  being  principally  mucous  affections. 

It  may  be  boiled  in  water,  wine,  or  made  into  syrup,  and 
taken  in  doses  of  firom  one  to  four  fiuidounces  of  the  preparation, 
two  or  three  times  a  day.  Externally,  the  .fresh  root,  bruised, 
forms  an  excellent  application  to  bruised,  ruptures,  iresh  wounds, 
sore  breasts,  ulcers,  white  swellings,  eta" 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract         -        -  Dose,  2  to  4  Drams. 

INFUSION  OF  COMFREY. 

Fluid  Extract        ...        -        Six  Ouncep. 

Water Ten'Ounces. 

Dose — ^Half  to  two  ounces. 

SYRFP  OF  COMFREY. 

Fluid  Extract  -        -        -  Four  Ounces. 

Syrup Six  Ouncea 

Dose — Two  to  six  drams. 

•     PULMONARY  BALSAM. 

Fluid  Extract  Comfrey         -  -         One  Dram. 

"  "        Spikenard  .        .         "         <* 

"  "        Elecampane    -  -        -    "        " 

*'  "        Bloodroot 

"  '*        Horehound     -. 

"  "         Wild  Cherry       .         .         »         « 

Alcohol Ten  Drams. 

Syrup •    Eight  Ounces. 

Dose — Half  to  one  ounce. 
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VERATBUM  VIRFDE, 


BY  D.  W.  JOXES,  M,  D.,  OF  FUANKLIN  CO.,  N.  Y. 


In  regard  to  the  drag  under  considemtion,  I  venture  to  make 
the  assertion,  that  however  well  established  its  therapeutic  value, 
or  well  defined  its  physiological  effects,  a  great  majority  of  our 
profession  fail  to  recognize  its  importance,  or  avail  themselves  of 
its  potent  properties.  There  are  various  reasons  for  this.  By  some 
it  is  regarded  as  too  powerful  a  remedy,  under  any  circumstances, 
to  be  left  at  the  bedside  of  a  patient.  Having  seen  its  effects  cul- 
minate in  apparent  general  prostration  and  diminution  of  vital  ac- 
tion, they  become  intimidated  in  their  use  of  it,  and,  if  they  pre- 
scribe it  at  all,  it  is  in  infinitesimal  doses,  which  fail  to  produce 
its  specific  effects,  and  so  tlie  remedy,  in  their  hands,  falls  into  des- 
uetude; and  any  practitioner  within  the  circle  of  such  a  physician's 
influence,  whose  faith  in  the  drug  cannot  he  shaken  by  adverse 
testimony,  has  diminished  confidence  in  the  use  of  it.  There  may 
be  other  causes  which  conduce  to  this  result,  depending  upon  vari- 
ations in  the  method  of  preparation,  resulting  in  different  degrees 
of  strength,  or  from  extreme  differences  in  the  susceptibilities  of 
different  constitutions. 

After  an  experience  of  eight  years  with  the  drug,  during  which 
time  it  has  occupied  a  prominent  place  in  my  ^^armamentarium 
medicum,'*^  I  can  confidently  recommend  it  as  possessing  the  most 
powerful  remedial  effects,  adapted  to  a  greater  variety  of  cases, 
the  most  certain  in  its  action,  the  most  satisfactory  in  its  results, 
and,  when  judiciously  employed,  as  safe  in  its  administration  as 
any  remedy  in  the  materia  medica.  But  I  wish  in  this  paper  to 
speak  of  two  classes  of  cases  only,  to  one  of  which  is  peculiarly 
applicable  and  remedial,  and  to  the  other,  when  used  to  the  same 
extent,  deleterious,  viz.,  the  phlegmasia  and  the  zymoses.  Of  the 
later  class,  I  wish  to  refer  particularly  to  the  exanthemata. 

Of  the  peculiar  adaptability  of  veratrum  viride  to  inflammatory 
affections,  and  of  its  powerfully  remedial  effects,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  in  the  minds  of  those  who  have  thoroughly  tested  its  thera- 
peutic value.  And,  if  beneficial  in  this  class  of  diseases,  then,  a 
priori^  it  is  adapted  to  'the  majority  of  the  diseases  which  afiiict 
mankind;  for,  although  I  do  not  hold  to  the  Bruessaian  theory  of 
disease,  ascribing  all  diseased  action  to  a^  local  inflammation,  yet  it 
is,  beyond  all  comparison,' the  most  important  of  diseased  condi- 
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tions,  either  ''  attending  or  forming  an  essential  part  of  the  great 
majority  of  diseases,  and  constituting  their  chief  danger." 

Of  its  modiis  operandi  in  the  disease  under  consideration,  the 
most  plausible  theory  is  based  upon  its  power  to  diminish  the  ac- 
tion of  the  heart  and  contractility  of  the  arteries.  It  is  true  that 
inordinate  action  of  the  heart  is  not  the  cause  of  inflammatory  dis- 
eases, but  simply  the  reaction  of  the  system  from  some  real  irrita- 
tion. And  one  of  the  most  prevalent  ideas  in  medicine  has  been 
the  reduction  of  the  heart's  action  in  these  diseases.  For  this  purpose 
blood-letting  has  been  the  sheet-anchor;  antimonials  and  digitalis 
adjuvants.  Veratrum  viride  accomplishes  this  desired  object  safely 
and  effectually,  acting  as  a  sedative  to  the  circulation,  without  the 
loss  of  vital  fluid  attending  venesection,  or  incurring  the  risk  of 
cumulative  action  from  digitalis,  or  lowering  of  the  vital  powers 
consequent  upon  the  administration  of  the  antimonials.  On  the 
contrary,  while  the  circulation  is  depressed,  the  intelligence  and 
vitality  of  the  patient  are  enhanced,  and,  when  gradually  brought 
under  the  influence  of  the  medicine,  the  patient  is  sure  to  "  feel ' 
better,"  and,  at  such  times,  I  have  repeatedly  been  told  that  my 
services  were  no  longer  needed,  as  the  patient  was  "  well."  Vera- 
trum viride  diminishes  the  force  and  frequency  of  the'  heart's 
action.  How  this  is  effected,  whether  primarily  through  the  pneu- 
mogastric  and  secondarily  through  the  sympathetic,  or  primarily 
upon  the  latter;  whether  affecting  the  nerve  centres,  the  periphery, 
or  the  whole  nervous  track,  is  as  yet  mere  hypothesis.  Of  the  fact 
we  are  certain.  Then,  what  effect  does  this  produce  in  an  abnor- 
mal state  of  the  system;  or,  considered  in  regard  to  this  specific 
lesion,  what  are  th^  results  of  its  administration?  In  order  to  ful- 
ly comprehend  its  curative  powers  in  inflammatory -affections,  let 
us  glance  for  a  moment  at  the  theory  of  inflammations'.  The  one 
which  has  received  the  most  general  support  has  been  based  upon 
the  hypothesis  of  the  ^' vital  expansibility"  in  the  capillaries, 
whereby,  upon  the  application  of  an  irritant,  either  immediately  to 
the  part,  or  mediately  through  the  intervention  of  the  circulatory 
or  nervous  system,  dilatation  takes  place  in  the  capillaries  and  an 
increased  quantity  of  blood  circulates  through  the  diseased  part 
in  a  given  time;  the  action  of  the  heart  is  accelerated,  the  vis  a 
tergo  consequently  increased,  and  the  disposition  to  congestion 
still  further  augmented.  And  it  is  by  this  constant  pressure  from 
behind  that  the  train  of  symptoms  in  a  phlegmon,  whether  of  the 
arpplft  tissue  upon  the  exterior  of  the  body,  or  affecting  any  of  the 
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vital  organs,  is  forced  rapidly  to  the  point  Vhere  exudation  takes 
place,  and  from  which  is  to  follow  .either  resolution  and  absorp- 
tion, or  suppuration.  Now  the  peculiarly  beneficial  effects  of  yer- 
atrum  are  experienced  at  that  point  where,  in  the  initiatory  stages 
of  an  inflammation,  congestion  in  the  part  has  ,taken  place  from 
'^  vital  expansibility,"  and  stagnation  with  effusion  has  not  yet 
been  reached.  Here  is  where  veratrum  has  the  power  to  abort  an 
inflammation;  and  that  it  has  the  power  none  can  deny.  If  qui- 
nine has  any  power  over  the  periodical  and  miasmatic  diseases,  if 
arsenic  exerts  any  curative  influence  over  cutaneous  eruptions,  if 
opium  can  produce  sleep,  or  castor  oil  purge,  just  as  surely  and  ef- 
fectually, when  properly  administered,  will  veratrum  control  and 
abort  the  phlegmasia. 

But  it  is  not  simply  by  diminishing  the  vis  a  tergo  which  other 
arterial  sedatives  to  a  certain  extent  have  the  power  to  do,  but  abso 
by  causing  a  contraction  of  the  arteries. 

The  reduction  of  temperature,  which  follows  the  administration 
of  veratum,  indicates  that  the  metamorphosis  of  tissue  by  which, 
heat  is  produced  and  sustained,  is  interfered  with,  showing  an  in- 
fluence over  the  vasa  motor  system.  This  influence  causes  contrac- 
tion of  tTie  muscular  coats  of  the  arterioles,  and  still  further  re- 
duction of  the  flow  of  blood  in  the  part  afilicted.  These  statements 
may  appear  to  conflict  with  the  experiments  of  T.  Wharton  Jones,. 
showing  that  when  the  vi9  a  tergo  of  an  artery  is  suddenly  dimin- 
ished, congestion  in  the  capillaries  and  venous  radicals,  to  which 
the  artery  leads,  is  established.  But  we  must  consider  that  tho 
means  he  used  were  mechanical  and  the  obstruction  sudden  and 
complete.  And  we  must  also  bear  in  mind  that  in  inflammations, 
congestion,  or  the  tendency  thereto,  is  already  established;  and 
even  though  the  suspension  of  the  "force  from  behind"  was  sud- 
denly effected,  the  usual  consequences  could  not  follow,  the  results 
having  already  been  forestalled  by  the  disease. 

Veratrum  viride  has,  by  some  writers,  been  recommended  in  all 
diseases  with  increased  frequency  of  pulse.  Says  one  writer  upon 
the  subject:  "Veratrum  is  a  heart  medicine,  and  the  indications 
for  its  use  should  ever  be  the  condition  of  the  heart,  rapidity  of 
the  pulse.  This  and  nothing  more."  In  all  diseases  of  all  ages, 
and  under  all  circumstances,  no  matter  how  excited  the  system  or 
how  prostrated  the  patient,  rapidity  of  the  pulse  is  the  indication 
for  the  use  of  veratrum.     Again:  "In  scarlet  fever  it  has  extra- 
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ordinary  powers,"  etc.  Now,  in  the  exanthemata  I  regard  it  as 
very  important  that  great  care  should  be  used  in  prescribing  this 
remedy:  care  not  to  carry  the  effects  of  the  remedy  so  far  as  to 
entirely  destroy  the  balance  between  the  arterial  and  venous  circu- 
lation. In  scarlet  fever  the  great  rapidity  of  the  pulse  suggests  at 
once  the  most  powerful  arterial  sedatives  at  our  command,  and  we 
naturally  turn  to  veratrum;  but  after  an  experience  with  the  reme- 
dy in  several  severe  epidemics  of  scarlet  fever  and  measles,  I  am 
convinced  that  powerful  arterial  sedatives,  and  particularly  the 
one  under  consideration,  are  contra-indicated,*  except  where  the 
violence  of  cardiac  action  threatens  the  congestion  of  sonie  vital 
organ  or  to  procure  its  partial  effect^  in  allaying  the  excessive  ar- 
terial action  accompanying  scarlet  fever.  In  such  cases  the  reme- 
dy should  never  be  continued  until  marked  nausea  is  produced,  this 
symptom  being  indicative  of  the  full  effects  of  the  remedy;  but 
simply  to  obtain  a  diminution  of  the  force  and  rapidity  of  the  cir- 
culation. In  the  zymotic  diseases,  the  '^concoction,"  if  I  may  be 
allowed  the  expression,  of  the  virus  culminates  in  a  violent  dis- 
turbance of  the  system.  The  conservative  power  of  the  organism 
is  exerted  to  eradicate  from  the  system  the  materies  morbi  of  the 
disease.  Yeratlrum  viride  administered  at  this  time,  with  a  view 
to  produce  its  specific  effects  in  the  same  manner  as  when  adminis- 
tered to  avert  an  inflammation,  would  interfere  with  the  elimina- 
tion of  the  poison,  establishing  a  condition  of  things  exactly  the 
reverse  of  that  which  nature  effects,  and  the  functions  of  the  vas- 
cular, nervous  and  glandular  systems,  by  which  the  vie  medicatrix 
naturae  attempts  a  cure,  are  deranged,  and  the  poison  being  re- 
tained in  the  system  is  liable  to  act  with  concentrated  force  upon 
some  vital  organ,  as  the  lungs  or  brain. 

In  the  advocacy  of  a  new  remedy,  due  allowance  should  always 
be  made  for  the  zeal  of  him  who  discovers  its  virtues  and  brings 
it  to  the  attention  of  the  profession,  for  he  will  not  fail  to  see  beau- 
ties, powers  and  virtues  where  a  less  prejudiced  mind  would  dis- 
cover nothing  extraordinary.  But  that  time,  with  veratrum,  has 
passed,  and  although  the  communications  of  Drs.  Osgood  and  Nor- 
wood were  characterized  by  all  the  extravagant  encomiums  by 
which  such  discoverers  are  usually  actuated,  yet  contrarv  to  the 
general  experience,  their  statements  have  been  abundantly  verified 
by  years  of  practice,  and  a  yet  more  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
drug  will  lead  to  a  higher  appreciation  of  its  wonderful  powers. — 
Medical  Association, 
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THE  BLISTER  TREATMENT  OF  RHEUMATISM. 


Dr.  T.  B.  Peacock,  of  St.  Thomas'  Hospital,  says  in  the  British 
Medical  Journal: 

I  have  now  been  in  the  regular  use  of  the  blister  treatment  of 
rheumatism  since  1865.  When  I  first  employed  it,  it  was  only 
tentatively,  one,  two,  or  three  blisters  being  applied  at  the  same 
time  or  in  succession,  and  in  conjunction  with  other  remedial 
means,  and  the  general  impression  which  I  formed  was  not  very 
favorable.  Subseqfuently,  I  was  induced  to  apply  the  blisters  much 
more  freely,  three  or  four,  or  even  six,  at  a  time,  and  in  rapid 
succession  a  still  larger  number;  and  I  have  been  led  to  form  a 
high  opinion  of  their  usefulness  when  thus  used,  and  to  confirm 
what  has  been  said  in  favor  of  the  treatment  by  Dr.  Davies.  The 
blisters  are  generally  two  or  three  inches  wide,  and  sufficiently 
long  to  encircle  the  limb.  They  are  placed  above  the  chief  joints 
that  are  affected,  and  are  usually  put  on  in  the  after  part  of  the 
•day;  in  the  morning,  or  when  they  have  risen  sufficiently,  the 
serum  is  let  out,  and  the  surfaces  are  covered  with  warm  linseed 
meal  poultices,  and  these  are  continued  for  several  days.  The 
treatment  has  been  objected  to  as  unnecessarily  severe  and  attended 
wdth  much  sufiering  to  the  patient;  but  this  is  not  correct.  I 
scarcely  remember  an  instance  in  which  the  patient,  though 
specially  questioned  on  the  subject,  has  found  fault  with  the 
treatment;  and  I  have  often  heard  them  say  that  the  pain  caused 
by  tl^e  blister  is  not  to  bQ  compared  with  that  of  the  rheumatism. 
Nor  have  I  ever  seen  any  serious  inconvenience  of  any  other  kind 
caused  by  the  blisters.  Sometimes  however,  there  is  a  temporary 
increase  of  suffering  when  the  blisters  begin  to  draw,  and  the 
temperature  rises,  and  the  patients  are  restless  at  night;  but 
generally  there  is  very  marked  amendment  in  the  morning,  both 
the  swelling,  tenderness,  and  pain  being  reduced,  and  the  con- 
stitutional disturbance  relieved.  In  some  cases,  however,  the  local 
symptoms  may  not  be  immediately  benefited  to  any  marked  degree, 
And  the  blisters  must  be  repeated,  being  applied  above  the  seat 
of  the  first  vesication;  or,  after  a  few  days'  cessation,  the  same 
joint  may  be  again  affected,  and  in  this  case,  too,  the  blistering 
must  be  repeated.  The  occurrence  of  second  attacks  in  the  joints 
first  affected  is  not,  however,  by  any  means  confined  to  cases  treat- 
ed by  blisters,  but  equally  occurs  when  constitutional  means  have 
been  had  recourse  to, 
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Generally  with  the  local  ineans>  constitutional  remedies,  es- 
pecially the  bi-carbonate  and  nitrate  or  tartrate  of  potash,  .are- 
given  more  or  less  freely,  according  to  the  severity  of  the- 
symptoms.  The  cases  in  which  I  have  employed  the  blister 
treatment  are  the  following: 

First  when  several  joints  are  coincidently  and  severally  affected,, 
the  sufferings  of  the  patient  are  great,  the  constkutional  disturb- 
ance severe,  and  the  temperature  high;  in  cases  of  this  kind,  three,, 
four,  or  even  six  or  more,  blisters  are  applied  immediately  the- 
patient  is  seen;  and  as  many  more  may  be  put  on  in  the  course  of 
a  few  days,  in  rapid  succession,  as  other  jomts  are  involved,  or 
when  those  first  blistered  are  not  materially  relieved  or  again 
become  affected.  'From  this  treatment  I  have  seen  the  most 
satisfactory  results,  both  the  local  and  general  symptoms  being 
greatly  relieved  by  the  free  blistering,  and  the  duration  of  the- 
disease  being  curtailed.  It  is  evident,  also^  tnat,*if  the  active 
stage  of  the  disease  be  shortened,  as  this  is  the  period  during 
which  the  intenial  complications  are  most  apt  to  occur,  the- 
frequency  of  such  complications  will  be  lessened.  It  is  in  cases  of 
this  kind  that  the  blister  treatment  is  most  efficacious,  the  benefit 
obtained  being  apparently  directly  proportionate  to  the  number  of 
joints  coincidently  affected,  to  the  severity  of  the  local  symptoms, 
and  to  the  freedom  with  which  the  blisters  are  applied  to  the 
whole  of  the  parts  involved,  so  that  an  immediate  and  decided 
impression  is  produced  upon  the  disease.,  In  cases  where  only  two 
or  three  joints  are  affected,  though  these  Inay  be  all  blistered,  the 
relief  obtained  to  the  constitutional  disturbance  is  less  decided, 
and  where  the  pains  are  rather  diffused  over  all  parts  of  the  body 
than  limited  to  certain  joints,  the  remedy  can  not  be  satisfactorily 
employed.  I  have  mentioned  that  the  occurrence  of  internal 
complications  may  be  prevented  by  the  early  and  free  employment 
of  blistering;  but  in  some  cases  we  have  proof  of  much  more 
decided  benefit  being  produced,  for  I  have  seen  cases  in  which 
there  were  very  threatening  symptoms  of  cardiac  disturbance,  such 
as  are  ordinarily  followed  by  serious  diseases  of  the  pericardium 
or  valves,  entirely  relieved  by  the  free  blistering  of  the  inflamed, 
joints,  and  the  cardiac  symptoms  apparently  arrested. 

In  casea  of  this  kind,  the  free  discharge  from  the  vesicated 
surfaces  operates  apparently  as  an  outlet  to  the  mcUeriea  morbiy. 
and  so  causes  the  disease  to  exhaust  itself  on  the  external  and  less. 
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important  parts  of  the  body.  So  Batisfied  have  I  been  with  the 
effects  of  the  blister  treatment  in  cases  of  intense  rheumatic  fever, 
that  I  have  gradually  reduced  the  use  of  the  internal  remedies, 
giving  much  smaller  doses  of  the  bi-carbonate  or  nitrate  of  potash, 
or  only  employing  coincidently  some  slight  diaphoretic,  as  the 
tartrate  of  potash. 

Secondly,  I  have  known  very  satisfactory  results  from  the  blister 
treatment  in  cases  in  which  the  symptoms,  both  constitutional  and 
local,  were  less  severe;  but  where  the  patient's  strength  was 
greatly  reduced,  either  from  previous  attacks  of  rheumatism  or 
other  causes,  or  when  the  heart  was  already  seriously  diseased. 
In  cases  of  this  kind,  the  use  of  remedies  which  exercise  any 
depressing  influence  is  to  be  avoided  if  possible.*  I  have,  therefore, 
sometimes  relied  on  the  blister  treatment  alone,  or  in  combination 
with  tonics,  quinine,  and  iron,  and  with  very  good  results.  The 
blisters,  even  though  freely  applied,  do  not  depress  the  strength  so 
much  as  the  use  of  alkalies  or  other  constitutional  remedies. 
When  the  heart  is  diseased  from  a  previous  rheumatic  attack,,  and 
when,  as  is  generally  the  case,  the  patient  is  very  anasmic,  the  use 
of  depressing  remedies  is  especially  objectionable.  In  such  cases, 
also,  the  attack  should  be  arrested  as  quickly  as  possible,  lest  the 
heart  should  again  become  involved;  and  I  know  np  means  so 
likely  to  accomplish  this  as  the  free  blistering  of  all  the  affected 
joints. 

Thirdly,  another  class  of  cases,  in  which  the  rheumatic  affection 
rather  involves  the  smaller  joints,  what  is  often  called  rheumatic 
gout,  and  in  which  the  constitutional  disturbance  is  of  a  more  sub- 
acute character,  ^is  also  very  often  benefited  by  the  use  of  blisters, 
though  less  decidedly  than  the  two  other  forms  of  disease.  In 
cases  of  this  kind  the  blisters  need  not,  however,  be  employed  so 
freely  as  in  the  former  cases;  I  also  generally  combine  them  with 
the  internal  administration  of  small  doses  of  iodide  of  potassium, 
bi-carbonate  of  potash  and  colchicum,  and  often  with  bark  or 
quinine.  As  we  all  know,  cases  of  this  kind  are  very  apt  to  be 
tedious,  whatever  be  the  plans  of  treatment  which  we  adopt;  but 
I  believe  that  the  combination  of  local  and  general  remedies  which 
I  have  named  is  generally  the  most  efficacious  means  of  relief. 

Lastly,  there  are  cases  in  which  the  disease  rather  assumes  the 
neuralgic  than  the  ordinary  rheumatic  form,  where  the  pains  follow 
the  course  of  certain  nerves,  and   are  often  very  persistent,  in 
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which  the  application  of  blisters  is  very  beneficial.  The  treat- 
ment is  a  very  old  one,  but  it  is  one  which  has  perhaps,  of  late 
years,  received  less  attention  than  it  deserves. —  Virginia  Clinical 
Hecord, —  Cincinnati  Medical  Neuss^  May,  18Y3. 
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BELLADONNA  IN  OPIUM  POISONING. 


B.  F.  BABNES.  M.  D.,   TATLORSVILLE.  ILL. 


Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter: — 

* 

Having  read  an  article  in  the  Reporter  of  Dec.  2,  1871,  No.  23, 
page  513,  on  the  u|e  of  belladonna  in  opium  poisoning,  I  will  add 
my  experience  both  with  and  without  the  use  of  that  article. 

In  the  spring  of  18C6 1  was  called  in  consultation  with  Drs.  Rock- 
well and  Whitecraft  to  visit  Mr.  G.  H.,  aged  about  30  years  (pre- 
viously in  good  health),  who  was  known  to  have  taken  §  iss  tr. 
opii,  and  from  all  the  circumstances  it  was  believed  he  had  taken 
a  larger  amount  of  the  same  article  several  hours  before,  with  the 
intention  of  putting  an  end  to  his  existence. 

I  first  saw  him  about  5  p.  m.  Exercise,  counter-irritants  of  am- 
monia, mustard  and  brandy,  were  freely  used.  The  stomach  pump 
was  immediately  applied,  the  contents  removed,  the  viscus  washed 
thoroughly  with  water,  and  then  brandy,  ammonia  and  water  were 
introduced,  also  stimulating  injections  per  anum. 

The  energetic  use  of  {he  above  medicine  seemed  to  have  very 
little,  if  any,  beneficial  effect.  The  patient's  condition  became  ex- 
tremely critical.  Artificial  respiration  was  resorted  to  for  more 
than  an  hour,  resulting  with  apparent  success.  Pulse  90  per  min- 
ute, very  weak;  respfrations  8  to  10  per  minute;  patient  lying  on 
the  back,  remaining  in  this  condition  for  an  hour  and  a  quarter, 
apparently  doing  well.  Great  hopes  were  entertained  of  recovery, 
when  suddenly  he  gave  a  struggle,  and  the  action  of  the  heart  and 
lungs  ceased  at  once.  All  possible  means  were  instantly  resorted 
to,  without  the  least  effect.    Ko  belladonna  was  used. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  sensitive  nerves  of  the  epiglottis 
were  so  powerfully  affected  by  the  opiate  that  it  fell  down  and 
stopped  the  trachea  as  effectually  as  a  foreign  body  would  have 
done.  In  the  future,  under  such  circumstances,  I  would  lay  the 
patient  on  the  side,  with  the  face  inclining  downward,  so  as  to  keep 
the  glottis,  open  as  much  as  possible  for  the  ingress  of  air. 
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Case  No.  2. — April  19tb,  1869.     Miss  G.  R.,  24  years  of  age,  had 
taken  a  small  dose  of  morphine  early  in  the  morning,  for  sick  head- 
ache.    About  11a.  m.,  suffering  severely  from  the  same  cause,  and 
learning  that  her  sister,  residing  in  a  distant  part  of  the  State^ 
was  not  expected  to  live,  she  went  to  a  drug  store  and  ordered  four 
doses  of  morphine  of  ordinary  size.     She  took  three  and  a  half  of 
these  doses  at  short  intervals,  and  at  4  p.  m.,  appeared  so  powerful- 
ly affected  by  the  medicine  that  her  friends  became  alarmed  and 
called  for  my  assistance.    An  emetic  of  sulph.  zinc  was  quickly 
given,  which  acted  thoroughly;  strong  counter-irritants  were  ap- 
plied to  the  surface;  internally,  strong  coffee  and  brandy  in  con- 
nection with  fluid  ext.  belladonna  (Tilden's),  as  soon  as  it  could  be^ 
procured.     About  half  an  hour  from  the  time  pfttient  was  first  seen,, 
her  pulse  was  very  slow  and  weak;  respirations  7  per  minute.   Gave 
3  ss  of  the  extract,  repeating  every  half  hour  until  3  ij  were  taken. 
The  heart's  action,  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  became  more  feeble;  no 
pulse  at  the  wrist;  respirations  decreased  from  3  to  4  per  minute. 
At  6  p.  M.,  the  heart's  action  began  slowly  to  improve^  the  breath- 
ing remaining  about  the  same  for  an  hour  and  a  half  longer,  when 
a  gradual  improvement  began  in  all  the  symptoms,  resulting  in 
complete  recovery. 

The  remaining  half  dose  of  morphine  was  procured,  carefully 
weighed,  and  amounted  to  one  and  three-quarter  grains,  which 
would  make,98  doses  (considering  gr.  ^  as  such),  or  12j  grs.  as  the 
amount  taken,  excluding  the  quantity  early  in  the  morning. 

Case  3. — Aug.  31st,  1870.  I  was  called  in  great  haste  to  visit 
Miss  R.,  who  resided  at  some  distance  from  this  city.  She  was  en- 
gaged to  be  married,  the  parents  objecting.  She  agreed  to  meet 
her  lover  at  a  railroad  station,  where  he  failed  her.  Her  condition 
was  such  that  life  became  a  burden.  She  procured  %  iij  tr.  opii, 
and  took  it  at  a  single  dose.  I  did  not  see  this  case  until  three  and 
a  half  hours  after  the  drug  was  taken.  An  emetic  of  the  sulph. 
zinc  was  given,  but  did  not  act.  The  fluid  ext.  belladonna  was  re- 
sorted to,  in  25-drop  doses,  repeated  every  twenty  minutes  for  two 
hours,  when  the  quantity  was  lessened  to  10,  for  an  hour  longer. 
During  all  this  time  external  applications  were  diligently  applied. 
Three  hours  and  a  half  from  the  time  the  patient  was  first  seen  all 
the  symptoms  seemed  to  have  greatly  improved,  although  there 
was  slight  delirium,  with  considerable  dilatation  of  the  pupils,  show- 
ing the  effect  of  the  belladonna*  Entire  recevevy  ensued. — Medi- 
cal and  Surgical  Reporter, 
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SKIM-MILK  TREATMENT    OF  DIABETES 

MELLITUS. 


Nearly  two  years  ago  Dr.  Arthur  Scott  Donkin  began  a  series 
of  papers  in  the  London  Lancet  on  this  subject,  which  attracted 
great  attention  at  the  time  they  appeared.  In  the  Number  of  the 
Lancet  for  April,  1873,  Dr.  D.  concludes  the  series  with  the 
following  interesting  remarks: 

"  I  desire  to  be  clearly  understood  as  to  what  I  mean  by  this 
term  (skim-milk  treatment  of  diabetes).  To  order  the  patient  to 
drink  as  much  skim-milk  as  he  can .  and  whenever  he  chooses, 
regardless  of  measure  or  the  time  of  administration,  or  to  permit 
him  to  partake  of  other  kinds  of  food  in  addition,  even  in  small 
quantities,  is  certaiitly  not  prescribing  the  skim-milk  treatment.  I 
have  known  so  much  as  from  sixteen  to  twenty-six  pints  swallowed 
daily  by  the  patient,  who  was  thus  converted  into  a  species  of 
funnel,  through  the  permission  of  his  medical  adviser.  Of  course 
it  was  net  at  all  astonishing  that  this  unmethodical  but  heroic 
administration  of  the  remedy  was  not  crowned  with  success. 

"  By  the  skim-milk  treatment  I  mean  the  administration  of  skim- 
milk  properly  prepared,  in  quantities  measured  and  limited  to  the 
requirements  of  individual  cases,  given  at  regular  intervals  in 
definite  doses,  and  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  food  for  a  longer 
or  shorter  period.  This  system  of  treatment,  in  short,  must  be 
pursued  in  a  strictly  methodical  manner  and  according  to  the 
rules  I  havQ  already  laid  down  on  this  subject,  and  I  must  add 
emphatically  that  if  this  Is  not  done  success  must  not  be  expected. 

^*  On  account  of  the  scrupulous  method,  perseverance,  and  self- 
denial  required,  this  treatment  will  never  be  attended  with  more 
than  partial  success  in  hospital  practice,  unless  the  patients  are 
placed  in  isolated,  special  wards,  and  under  the  care  of  strictly 
trustworthy  nurses.  Of  this  I  am  convinced  by  ray  own  personal 
experience  in  the  cases  of  diabetes  I  treated  in  the  Sunderland 
Infirmary.  In  all  of  these,  without  exception,  no  sooner  was  the 
sugar  nearly  or  entirely  removed  from  the  urine  than  the  patients 
began  to  indulge  clandestinely  in  the  most  injurious  of  the  prohibited 
articles  of  food,  and  thus  caused  a  return  of  the  disease.  The  same 
observation  applies  with  equal  force  to  the  more  ignorant  and  un- 
intelligent of  the  lower  classes  treated  at  their  own  homes,  and  to 
young  subjects  below  the  age  of  maturity.      I  fully  concur  with 

1?     . 
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Bouchardat  that  this  cause  exercises  an  impoi*tant  influence  over 
the  great  mortality  occurring  among  the  latter  class  of  patients. 

"  There  can  be  no  doubt  whatever  that  a  long  holiday  vniYi 
plenty  of  exercise,  under  a  genial  atmosphere,  with  change  of 
scenery'  aijd  complete  relaxation  from  business,  contributes 
powerfully  to  confirm  the  health  of  the  patient.  I  am  the  more 
anxious  to  direct  attention  to  this  circumstance,  having  ascertained 
by  experience  in  similar  cases  that  hygiene  and  relaxation  from 
business  or  professional  pursuits  for  a  considerable  period  are  of  the 
utmost  importance  in  the  after-treatment  of  diabetes,  when  con- 
valescence has  been  fairly  established.  I  can  point  at  least  to  one 
melancholy  instance  in  which  a  return  of  the  disease  in  a  severe 
form  was  induced  by  close  attention  to  business  in  gloomy,  premises, 
and  continued  residence  in  an  unhealthy  atmosphere,  nearly  a  year 
after  every  trace  of  sugar  had  been  removed  from  the  urine,  and 
the  health  and  strength  of  the  patient  completely  restored. 

^'  If  space  had  permitted,  I  could  cite  many  instances  in  addition 
to  the  cases  already  published  in  my  previous  contributions  to  show 
the  remarkable  efficacy  of  the  skim-milk  treatment  of  diabetes — 
properly  applied.  But  these  are  certainly  sufficient  to  carry  con- 
viction to  an  unprejudiced  mind  that  the  disease  is  quite  amenable 
to  treatment  if.  the  remedy  is  ap2)lied  in  time.  In  time.  I  repeat, 
because  there  is  certainly  no  other  serious  chronic  malady  in  which 
•the  Hippocratic  axiom  '  occasio  prtJiceps '  is  more  applicable  than 
in  this. 

"  In  illustration  of  this  observation  and  of  the  importance  of 
of  early  treatment  I  may  here  refer  incidentally  to  two  cases  of 
diabetes  now  under  my  observation.  In  one  the  disease  was  ap- 
parently of  only  seven  or  eight  months'  duration;  the  patient, 
having  during  the  last  four  months  been  kept  under  a  restricted 
diet,  was  passing  from  four  to  five  pints  of  urine  containing  25.340 
grains  of  sugar  to  the  ounce.  Under  the  skim-milk  treatment  the 
sugar  entirely  disappeared  from  the  urine  in  fourteen  days.  In  the 
other,  the  patient  had  not  suffered  from  the  severer  symptoms 
of  the  disease  longer  than  two  months;  but  his  diet  was  un- 
restricted, and  he  passed  ten  pints  of  urine  daily,  containing  30.092 
grains  of  sugar  per  ounce.  The  whole  of  this  was  removed  and 
the  disease  completely  arrested  in  eleven  days  by  the  skim-milk 
treatment  a  result  in  a  great  measure  attributable  to  the  early 
application  of  the  remedy. 
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"  During  the  last  few  years  that  I  have  directed  my  attention 
specially  to  this  subject  several  cases  have  come  under  my  ob- 
servation in  which  the  disease  was  so  far  advanced,  and  had 
inflicted  such  irreparable  injury  on  the  constitution  generally  and 
nutritive  process — on  the  vitality  of  the  organism,,  if  I  may  so 
speak — that  but  little  good  could  be  effected  beyond  subduing  the 
more  distressing  symptoms.  In  some  of  these  instances,  most  un- 
fortunately, the  disease  had  not  been  recognized  until  it  had  ad- 
vanced in  ks  destructive  progress  for  years;  and  this  reflection 
urges  me  to  remark  that  diabetes  will  still  continue  too  frequently 
to  escape  detection,  in  a  similar  manner,  until  its  symptomatology 
is  re-written  in  most  of  our  text-books  on  medicine,  thus  enabling 
the  student  to  become  familiar  with  its  features  in  its  initial  or 
earliest  phase.  As  hitherto  described,  the  symptoms  enumerated 
are  those  characteristic  of  an  advanced  stage  of  the  malady; 
namely,  excessive  thirst,  a  parched  skin,  a  very  large  flow  of  urine, 
a  voracious  appetite,  and  emaciation.  Now  I  venture  to  repeat 
what  I  have  already  stated  on  this  important  subject,  that  the 
invasion  and  early  stage  of  the  disease  do  not  produce  this 
assemblage  of  symptoms,  and  must  therefore  be  recognized  by  a 
widely  different  class  of  phenomena.  These  are:  a  general  feeling 
of  debility  not  due  to  emaciation  or  loss  of  fle»h;  considerable 
nei*vous  and  muscular  prostration;  lassitude  and  disinclination  for 
bodily  and  mental  exertion;  occasionally  a  dull  pain  over  the  loins; 
loss  of  sleep;  frequently  dimness  of  vision;  a  feeling  of  numbness 
or  loss  of  sensation  over  the  surfaces  of  the  thighs;  a  clammy 
condition  of  the  mouth  without  much  thirst,  or  preternatural 
dryness  of  the  skin,  which  is  frequently  perspiring.  Whenever 
we  meet  with  this  category  of  symptoms,  more  or  less  complete, 
our  suspicions  should  be  aroused  and  the  urine  carefully  examined 
for  sugar.  • 

"  In  cases  of  diabetes  too  far  advanced  to  admit  of  cure  and  the 
consequent  removal  of  the  sugar  completely  from  the  urine,  the 
skim-milk  treatment  will  reduce  the  quantity  of  sugar  to  a  very 
much  greater  degree,  and  hold  the  disease  in  check  far  more 
powerfully  than  any  other  remedy  yet  discovered,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  subjugation  of  the  more  distressing  symptoms. 

**•  In  the  treatment  of  diabetes  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
source  of  the  urine-sugar  is  the  food.  The  most  remarkable 
pathological  character  of    the  disease  is  its   power  of    miaap- 
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propriating  the  proximate  principles  of  food  required  for  the 
nutrition  of  the  body  and  the  production  of  animal  heat,  convert- 
ing them  into  an  unassimilable  substance  incapable  of  oxidation — 
namely,  diabetic  sugar — which  is  cast  out  of  the  system  by  the 
kidneys  as  a  useless  and  injurious  foreign  substance.  At  first 
there  is  only  a  partial  malassimilation  of  starchy  and  saccharine 
substances,  but  this  becomes  complete  as  the  disease  advances. 
Next  comes  a  period  when  the  fatty  matter  of  the  food  is  likewise 
converted  into  sugar;  and  when  this  stage  of  the  disease  is  fully 
developed  the  whole  of  the  carbonaceous  alimentary  principles  are 
misapplied  instead  of  being  assimilated  and  undergoing  their 
normal  metamorphic  changes.  Consequently 'they  are  not  oxidized, 
and  the  temperature  of  the  body  falls  below  the  healthy  standard. 
Unfortunately  this  is  not  all,  for  if  the  disease  runs  its  coarse 
un«;hecked  it  passes  into  a  much  more  serigus  phase  of  its  progress, 
and  the  albuminous  or  nitrogenous  principles  of  the  food  also 
begin  to  contribute  to  the  formation  of  diabetic  sugar,  and  in 
quantity  gradually  increasing  as  the  disease  advances  toward 
termination,  until  a  very  small  proportion  is  left  to  nourish  the 
tissues  and  maintain  the  heat  of  the  body.  Thus  Professor 
Greisinger  found  by  careful  experiment  on  a  diabetic  patient 
restricted  to  a  rigorous  meat-diet  that  only  two-fifths  of  the  whole 
of  the  albumen  consumed  in  the  food  remained  available  for  the 
purpose  of  nutrition,  the  rest  being  converted  into  diabetic  sugar. 
But  this  does  not  even  represent  the  full  extent  of  the  mal- 
assimilation of  albumen  in  very  advanced  cases. 

"  These  data  supply  a  ready  and  intelligible  explanation  of  the 
gradually  increasing  and  at  length  extreme  emaciation  obsei-ved  in 
diabetics,  accompanied  7iot  by  pyrexia,  but  an  abnormally  low 
temperature  of  the  body,  the  latter  condition  being  due  to  the 
complete  absence  from  the  blood  of  the  oxidizable  products  of  the 
assimilation  of  the  carbonaceous  principles  of  the  food  and  the 
great  deficiency  of  those  derived  from  the  albuminous.  Hence  we 
can  readily  understand  the  fact  shov^n  by  the  recent  investigation 
of  Pettenkofer  and  Voit  ,that  in  diabetes  there  is  a  diminished  con- 
sumption of  oxygen  and  a  correspondingly  decreased  production 
of  carbonic  acid  by  the  process  of  respiration. 

"  I  have  already  referred  to  the  necessity  on  the  part  of  diabetics 
to  refrain  from  starchy  and  saccharine  articles  of  food  in  order  to 
prevent  a  return  of  the  disease  after  recovery.      The   prohibition 
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of  bread  from  the  regimen  thug  prescribed  is  generally  complained 
of  as  the  greatest  hardship  to  be  endured;  consequently  various 
substitutes  have  from  time  to  time  been  invented.  Thus  we  have 
the  gluten  bread  first  suggested  by  Bouchaydat,  and  the  bran 
biscuits  made  according  to  different  formulae;  the  former,  however, 
is  insipid  and  unpalatable,  while  the  latter,  when  free  from  starch, 
are  composed  entirely  of  lignine^  and  therefore  contain  no  nutri- 
ment whatever.  To  obviate  these  serious  objections  it  struck  me 
that  a  very  important  end  would  be  gained  if  a  kind  of  diabetic 
bread  could  be  manufactured  consisting  of  an  admixture  of  gluten 
and  bran.  I  therefore  communicated  with  Mr.  Van  Abbott,  of . 
Princes'  Street,  Cavendish  Square,  on  the  subject,  and  he  has 
succeeded  in  getting  manufactured  in  France,  after  much  difficulty, 
a  bread  consisting  of  eighty  per  cent,  of  bran  nearly  free  from 
starch,  and  a  very  small  quantity  of  butter.  This  bread  is  a  much 
closer  approximation  to  ordinary  brown  bread  than  any  other 
substitute  now  in  use.  It  is  not  only  agreeable  and  palatable  to 
the  patient,  as  well  as  nutritious  on  account  of  the  large  proportion 
of  gluten,  but  what  is  also  very  important,  it  excites  the  peristaltic 
action  of  the  bowels,  and  prevents  or  corrects  constipation  in 
consequence  of  the  lig7iine  it  contains  in  the  form  of  bran.  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  this  bread  is  much  superior  to 
any  other  form  hitherto  produced  for  the  use  of  diabetics.  In 
closing,  I  may  state  that  I  have  conducted  some  experimentb  vnth. 
lactic  acid  m  the  treatmeiit  of  diabetes,  but  we  find  it  possesses  no 
specific  action  on  the  disease  apart  from  the  strict  animal  regimen 
in  conjunctioji  with  which  it  is  administered. — America^}  Prac- 
titioner^  May,  1873. 


O-ELSEMINUM  IN  GYNECOLOGY. 


BY  H.  V.  FERBEL,  M.  D.,  CARBOXDALE,  ILLS. 


In  preparing  for  the  application  of  arg.  nit.  in  endometritis,  it 
was  thought  advisable  to  employ  gelserainum  to  relieve  the  exces- 
sive nervous  irritability  which  rendered  manipulation  of  the  uterus 
next  to  impossible.  I  gave  three  10  gtt.  doses  fl.  ext.  gelseminum 
four  hours  apart  and  found  the  nervous  excitability  gone,  and  the 
OS  uteri,  which  before  was  contracted  and  rigid,  already  dilated. 

Called  Jan.,  to  see  Mrs. ,  for  suppression  of  lochia  as  alleged 
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by  two  physicians  already  in  attendance.  Patient  had  been  con- 
fined eight  days  previous,  attended  by  a  midwife,  who  in  attemp- 
ing  to  "clear  her"  had  torn  away  the  cord  and  part  of  the  placenta, 
leaving  the  remainder.     Present  condition  of  patient  alarming. 

On  making  digital  examination  I  find  the  os  so  contracted  as  to 
barely  admit  the  tip  of  the  index  finger.  I  gave  gelseminum  and 
belladonna.  Twelve  hours  after,  found  the  patient  easy;  os  dilated 
so  .as  to  admit  two  fore  fingers  which  detached  and  brought  away 
the  retained  portion  of  the  placenta  with  membranes.  Patient  re- 
covered without  further  trouble. 

If  this  is  one  of  the  effects  of  gelseminum,  either  alone  or  com- 
bined with  belladonna,  its  utility  becomes  at  once  apparent  to  gyn- 
aecologists.—  77ie  Clinic. 


CARBOLIC  ACID  AS   AN  ANESTHETIC. 


BY    ANDREW    H.  SMITH,  M.  D. 


Dr.  Andrew  H.  Smith  reported  to  the  Medical  Society  of  the 
County  of  New  York  April  22d,  1872,  'some  experiments  made 
upon  himself,  which  fully  confirm  the  statement  of  Dr.  J.  H.  Bill, 
as  to  the  local  anaesthetic  power  of  carbolic  acid. 

"  In  my  first  experiment,"  says  Dr.  Smith,  "  I  painted  a  spot  on 
the  forearm,  about  an  inch  in  diameter,  with  carbolic  acid  of  about 
the  strength  of  85  per  cent.  For  about  a  minute  there  was  a  slight 
burning  sensation  after  which  the  integument  became  entirely  in- 
sensible, the  cuticle  being  whitened  and  shriveled,  and  the  spot 
slightly  elevated.  I  then  with  a  scalpel  made  an  incision  about 
half  an  inch  in  length  through  the  whole  thickness  of  the  in- 
tegument. This  was  done  without  even  feeling  the  contact  of  the 
knife.  The  capillary  circulation  seemed  not  to  be  materially 
interfered  with,  as  the  blood  flowed  as  freely  as  it  would  from  a 
similar  wound  under  ordinary  circumstances.  The  reparative 
process  was  also  not  impaired,  adhesion  taking  place  immediately. 
Three  hours  after  the  application  of  the  acid  a  needle  could  be 
thrust  freely  into  the  skin  without  causing  pain. 

"  In  the  second  experiment  carbolic  acid  was  applied  as  before, 
and  ten  minutes  after  a  fly-blister  was  placed  upon  the  spot.  The 
blister  remained  eight  and  a  half  hours  without  causing  any  pain, 
and  withoutNproducing  vesication. 
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"  In  two  instances  I  have  applied  the  acid  previous  to  incising  a 
whitlow.  The  operation  was  almost  painless,  but,  as  the  whitlow 
was  in  each  case  of  the  superficial  variety,  the  test  was  not  entirely 
conclusive. 

"  Thhaled  in.  the  form  of  s|)ray,  I  have  found  the  acid  very  useful 
in  allaying  irritation  of  the  bronchial  mucous  membrane;  coughs 
which  have  resisfted  all  ordinary  treatment  have  been  immediately 
relieved,  and  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  days  entirely  removed. 

"  I  would  suggest  the  use  of  carbolic  acid  as  a  revulsive,  in  case  s 
in  which  a  continuous  impression  is  desired.  While  causing  but 
little  suffering,  it  produces  an  intense  hypergemia  of  the  skin, 
which  persists  for  eight  or  ten  days,  and  is  followed  by  the 
desquamation  of  the  cuticle." — New  York  Medical  JoumaL — 
The  Western  Lancet^  April,  1873. 
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ON  IODIDE  OF  POTASSIUM  IN  •  SYPHILITIC 

SKIN  DISEASE. 


By  J.  McCall  Anderson,  M.  D. 


With  regard  to  the  employment  of  iodide  of  potassium  in  the 
treatment  of  syphilitic  skin  diseases.  Dr.  Anderson  lays  down  the 
following  rules: 

1.  The  longer  the  interval  which  has  elapsed  between  the  con- 
traction of  the  syphilitic  taint  and  the  development  of  the  eruption, 
the  more  confidently  may  we  substitute  it  for  mercury. 

2.  If  the  patient  is  cachectic,  it  is,  as  a  rule,  to  be  preferred  to 
mercury,  except  in  recent  cases  of  syphilis,  when  the  mercurial 
vapor  bath,  or  some  such  treatment,  is  more  likely  to  prove 
successful. 

3.  The  more  extensive  the  tertiary  eruption,  the  more  certain  it 
is  to  yield  to  iodide  of  potassium,  although  to  this  rule  there  are 
numerous  exceptions. 

4.  If  there  is  any  tendency  to  syphilitic  disease  of  the  nostrils 
or  neighboring  parts,  iodide  of  potassium  should  be  withheld,  or 
given  with  great  caution,  for  if  it  produces  coryza  it  is  very  apt 
to  aggravate  the  morbid  condition  of  the  parts. 

5.  It  should  be  given  in  full  doaes.     Dr.  Anderson's  experience 
has  led  him  to  conclude  that  ten  grains  is  the  proper  dose  in  the 
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majority  of  cases,  and  that  occasionally  as  much  as  thirty  or  forty 
thrice  daily  may  be  requisite.  It  is  generally  ad\4sable  to  prescribe 
it  in  combination  with  a  bitter,  and  in  cachectic  subjects  a  little 
iron  is  a  valuable  addition,  as  in  the  following  prescription: 
Ammonio-citrate  of  iron,  three  drachms;  iodide  of  potassium,  one 
ounce;  syrup  of  ginger,  six  ounces;  compound  infusion  of  gentian, 
eight  ounces ;  water  to  twenty-four  ounces.  A  tablespoonf ul  in  a 
large  wine-glass  of  water  thrice  daily. —  Western  Lancet^  April, 
1873. 
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COD  LIVER  OIL  AND  LACTO-PHOSPHATE  OF 

LIME. 


This  remedy  is  being  quite  Extensively  prescribed  by  physicians, 
and  as  considerable  inquiry  has  been  made  as  to  an  eligible  mode 
of  prescribing  it,  I  will  give  my  experience  in  the  manufacture 
of  the  article,  and  also  a  simple  process  for  making  synip  of  lacto- 
phosphate  of  lime. 

For  a  .long  time  I  have  had  demand  for  a  tasteless  cod  liver  oil, 
and  have  been  in  the  habit  of  preparing  it  in  the  form  of  an 
emulsion  with  gum  arable  and  water,  and  covering  the  odor  ynih 
a  few  drops  of  essential  oil  of  bitter  almonds. 

Over  a  yaar  ago  I  found  physicians  were  prescrilnng'cod  liver 
oil  and  lacto-phosphate  of  lime,  and  I  devised  a  formula  for  it, 
based  on  my  experience  with  the  simple  emulsion  and  the  syrup  of 
lacto-phosphate  of  lime,  for  which  a  considerable  demand  had 
sprung  up.  The  formula  I  then  devised  has  been  followed  by  me 
up  to  the  present  time,  and  has  invariably  given  satisfaction  and 
produces  an  article  which  does  not  separate  or  become  rancid. 

I  think,  however,  it  should  be  prepared  extemporaneously  as 
prescribed  by  physicians,  and  I  have  not  kept  it  on  hand,  but  pre- 
pare it  as  wanted,  thus  always  giving  a  perfectly  sweet  article. 

Take  of  Gum  Arabic,  |  ij.  3  ij. ;  Water,  f  §  ij. ;  Syr.  lacto- 
phosphate  of  lime,  f  |vi.;  Cod  liver  oil,  f  §viij.;  Essential  oil 
bitter  almonds,  six  drops;  rub  the  gum,  water  and  syrup  together, 
until  a  smooth  mucilage  is  made,  then  add  the  oil  gradually  with 
constant  stirring,  and  lastly,  the  oil  of  bitter  almonds. 

Thus  made,  each  tablespoonful  of  cod  liver  oil  and  lacto- 
phosphate  of  lime  contains  four  (4)  grains  iacto-phosphafe  of  lime 
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and  60  per  cent,  of  cod  liver  oil,  The  gum  in  the  above  should  be 
selected,  ground  and  passed  through  a  sieve  of  60  meshes  to  the 
inch.  Cod  liver  oil  and  lacto-jliosphate  of  lime,  prepared  in  this 
manner,  forms  a  preparation  free  from  unpleasant  taste  and  odor, 
and  enables  the  practitioner  to  administer  these  valuable  remedies 
•  without  repugnance  on  the  part  of  the  patient. 

Syrup  Lacto- Phosphate  of  Lime, 
Take  of  Chloride  of  Calcium,  ^  i. ;  Phosphate  of  Soda,  §  iv. ; 
Concentrated  lactic  acid,  1  i. ;  dissolve  the  Chloride  of  Calcium 
and  phosphate  of  Soda  separately,  and  mix  the  solutions;  wash  the 
precipitate  and  dissolve  in  the  acid.  Filter  and  mix  with  sufficient 
syrup  to  make  two  and  one-half  pints. — Edtcard  Chiles. — American 
Journal  of  Pharmacy. — Pacific  Med,  and  Surg.  Jour.  April,  1873. 
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Therapeutics  and  Materia  Medica. 


Treatment  of  CerebralExhaustlon.— 

In  his  Croonian  Lectures,  lately  delivered.  Dr.  Radcliffe,  after 
describing  the  principal  symptoms  of  cerebral  exhaustion  as  failure 
of  memory,  depression  of  spirits,  increased  or  diminished  sleepi- 
ness, unusual  irritability,  a  continued  craving  for  food  or  for  stim- 
ulating drinks,  lessened  locomotive  power,  lessened  control  over 
the  bladder,  diminished  sexual  activity,  inequalities  of  circulation, 
an  aged  aspect,  disposition  to  tears,  yawning,  occasional  faint ness, 
epileptiform  symptoms,  or  transitory  hemiplegia  or  coma,  proceeds 
to  consider  its  prevention  and  treatment.  In  diet,  he  thinks  that 
the  present  system  of  urging  persons  at  all  weakly,  especially  chil- 
dren, to  eat  as  much  as  they  can,  may  have  not  a  little  to  do  in 
causing  the  development  of  many  nervous  diseases.  He  is  equally 
opposed  to  persistence  in  "training  diet"  and  to  Bantingism,  be- 
lieving that  the  nerve-tissues  as^well  as  others  may  be  effectually 
starved  by  excluding  the  hydro-carbons  from  the  food.  He  further 
thinks  that  too  much  stress  is  ordinarily  laid  upon  the  importance 
of  walking  exercise;  much  walking,  in  fact,  seeming  to  be  no  in- 
significant cause  of  the  break-down  in  the  patient's  health,  and 
little  or  no  progress  is  made  until  he  begins  to  economise  his  strength 
in  this  direction.     He  is  also  disposed  to  maintain  that  rest    from 
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head-work  may  be  too  much  insisted  upon  in  cerebral  exhaustion. 
He  is  satisfied  he  has  often  met  with  patients  with  jaded  brains  who 
have  certainly  let  their  minds  lie  fallow  too  long.  Mere  distraction 
is  not  enough.  What  is  wanted  generally,  even  at  the  begining, 
is  not  that  work  should  be  given  up  altogether  even  for  a  short 
time,  but  that  it  should  be  moderated  in  amount,  or  changed.  H^ 
is  of  opinion  th«it  the  wakefulness  may  be  much  better  combated 
by  attention  to  the  position  of  the  head  in  sleep  than  by  narcotics. 
Sleep  in  bed  is,  as  a  rule,  sounder  with  a  low  pillow  than  with  a 
high  one.  On  the  contrary,  if  there  be  undue  sleepiness  the  head 
should  be  kept  high. — British  Medical  Journal^  April  11,  1873. — 
Medical  Times, 
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Borax  and  Nitre  In  Colds.— 

Dr.  J.  W.  Corson  states  in  the  Medical  Record,  that  by  the  use 
of  these  two  remedies  he  has  had  the  pleasure,  within  the  last  few 
years,  of  restoring  to  a  number  of  clergyman  and  lecturers  the 
lost  gift  of  speech,  within  twenty-four  hours.  The  paper  contains 
a  statement  of  several  cases.  He  sums  up  the  results  of  his  ex- 
perience in  the  following  conclusions: — 

"  1.  That  in  sudden  hoarseness  or  loss  of  voice  in  public  speak- 
ers, or  singers,  from  *  colds,'  relief  for  an  hour  or  so,  as  by  magic, 
may  be  often  obtained  by  slowly  dissolving  and  partially  swallow- 
ing a  lump  of  borax  the  size  of  a  garden-pea,  or  about  three  or 
four  grains,  held  in  the  mouth  for  ten  minutes  before  speaking  or 
singing.  This  produces  a  profuse  secretion  of  saliva,  or  *  watering' 
of  the  mouth* and  throat.  It  probably  restores  the  voice  or  tone 
to  the  dried  vocal  cords,  just  as  *  wetting '  brings  back  the  missing 
notes  to  a  flute  when  it  is  too  dry. 

"  2.  Such  *  colds '  may  be  frequently  *  broken  up '  at  the  very 
commencement,  and  this  restorative  action  of  borax  to  the  voice 
may  be  materially  aided,  by  promptly  taking,  the  evening  previous 
to  a  public  effort,  dissolved  in  a  glass  of  sweetened  water,  a  piece 
of  the  nitrate  of  potassa,  or  *  saltpetre,'  a  little  larger  than  a 
garden-pea,  or  about  five  grains,  on  going  to  bed,  and  covering 
with  an  extra  blanket.  The  parent  should  keep  warm  next  day. 
This  both  moistens  the  dry  throat  and  further  relieves  the 
symptoms  of  '  cold '  and  slight  blood-poisoning  from  suppressed 
perspiration,  by  re-opening  the  millions  of  pores  of  the  skin  more 
or  less  closed  by  cold. 


f 
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"3.  These  remedies  have  the  three  recommendations  of  being 
easy  to  obtain,  convenient  to  carry  in  travelling,  and  perfectly 
harmless.  - 

"  They  are  nearly  or  quite  usd£ls  in  the  actual  cure  of  any  long- 
continued  chronic  disease  of  the  throat,  or  acute  inflammation  or 
'tftnsilitis,'  both  of  which  require  other  appropriate  treatment. — 
Boston  Journal  of  Chemistry^  May,  1873. 


Means  of  Preventing  Pitting  In  Small-Pox.— 

Dr.  Revillod,  of  Geneva,  has  studied  the  various  means  hitherto 
applied  for  preventing  the  development  of  variolic  pustules  in 
the  face.  He  discards  collodion,  because  it  cracks  the  skin,  and 
causes  too  much  pain ;  the  sublimate,  because  it  does  not  prevent 
pustulation.  He  recommends  glycerine,  which,  through  its  exos- 
motic  action,  diminishes  the  intensity  of  the  eruption,  whereas  he 
cautions  as  to  the  use  of  washes  with  water  or  any  other  liquid 
wnich  increases  the  eruption.  His  favorite  formula  is:  soap,  ten 
parts;  glycerine,  four  parts;  triturate,  and  add  mercurial  ointment, 
twenty  parts.  This  ointment  does  not  prevent  swelling  of  the  face, 
causes  no  pain,  and  prevents  pustulation.  It  must  be  applied  before 
the  pustules  have  been  transformed  into  vesicles.-Zonc^on  Lcnicet,- 
NaahviUe  Journal  of  Medicvie  and  Surgery. 


Corneal  Affoctlone— Dr.  Williams's  Prescription.— 

Atropine  is  well  known  as  a  good  remedy  in  all  kinds  of  corneal 
affections.  It  is,  therefore,  to  be  used  in  small-pox  keratitis.  Car- 
bolic acid  should  be  combined  with  it.  In  this  combination,  in  my 
judgment  and  experience,  we  shall  have  the  best  known  remedy  for 
small-pox  keratitis. 

The  following  is  the  form  of  prescription  I  always  use: 

IJ — Atropine  sulph.         .         .         -  -  gr.  iv. 

Acid  carbolic,         -         -         .         -         -      gr.  v. 
Aqua  destillat.         '       ^        '        '        "3  ]• — ^^^^• 

To  be  dropped  into  the  eyes  three  to  five  times  a  day,  according 
to  severity  of  the  keratitis;  two  or  three  times  at  night,  if  there  is 
much  pain. — Medical  Archives.^^^ashville  Journal  of  Medicine 
'and  Surgery. 
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Colorless  Tincture  of  Iodine.— 

We  have  been  requested  to  republish  the  formula  we  gave  for 
this  preparation: —  a 

5     Tincture  of  Iodine, ,. 

Pure  Glycerine,  aa  §  j.        ..-^ 

Sulphite  of  Soda, 3  j. 

Rub  the  salt  to  a  powder  in  a  small  mortar,  and  add  the 
glycerine  gradually;  then  pour  in  the  tincture  of  iodine,  and 
triturate  gently  until  a  solution  is  effected,  and  the  mixture  assumes 
an  amber  color.  It  is  asserted  that  the  properties  of  iodine  are 
increased  by  the  addition  of  the  sulphite  of  soda,  and  that  the 
glycerine  enhances  the  value  and  convenience  of  the  preparation 
for  local  application. — Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  May,  1873. 


External  Use  of  Turpentine  In  the  Treatnnent  of  Tonsllltls. 

In  the  Zeave7iworth  Med.  Herald  (April,  1873,)  Dr.  S.  H.  Roberts 
strongly  recommends  the  the  use  of  turpentine  externally  in  ton- 
silitis.  He  folds  flannel  to  four  thicknesses,  wrings  it  out  in  hot 
water,  and  pours  oil  turpentine  over  a  spot  the  size  of  a  silver 
dollar.  The  flannel  is  then  applied  over  the  sub-parotid  region, 
and  the  fomentation  continued  as  long  as  it  can  be  bonie.  After 
removal  a  dry  flannel  is  applied,  and  the  same  region  rubbed  with 
turpentine  every  two  hours.  This  application  is  continued  daily 
till  resolution  occurs.  The  doctor  believes,  from  the  evidence  of 
his  long  experience,  that  thus  applied  early  in  the  disease  the  oil 
of  turpentine  has  almost  a  specific  effect  in  tonsilitis.  That  its 
action  is  not  simply  that  of  an  irritant,  he  has  proved,  by  employ- 
ing mustard,  croton  oil^  tr.  iodine,  etc.,  in  the  same  class  of  cases. 
They  always  failed  to  diminish  the  inflammation  of  tonsils,  while 
the  turpentine  succeeded,  —  Detroit  Review  of  Medicine,  May,  1873. 


Treatment  of  Cancrum  Oris. 

Of  all  the  local  remedies  or  applications  I  have  resorted  to  in 
such  cases,  I  have  never  found  any  application  so  useful  or  so 
effectual  as  hydrochloric  acid.  Neither  nitric  acid,  nitrate  of 
silver,  nor  chlorate  of  potash,  9r  any  other  remedy  that  I  have 
ever  tried,  except  hydrochloric  acid,  did  I  ever  find  of  the  least 
use  to  check  cancrum  oris.  I  have  almost  never  found  hydro- 
chloric acid  te)  fail  to  check  the  progress  of  this  dreadful  disease  at 
once,  and  bring  on  a  most  rapid  and  healthy  action  in  the  part. 
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Nor  does  it  cause  so  mach  pain  or  suffering  to  the  little  patient 
as  one  would  suppose,  seeing  that  the  gangrenous  spot  is  almost 
entirely  without  feeling  at  this  4U|^  This  acid  is  easily  applied 
to  the  ulcer  by  means  of  a  feaSKir  or  small  camel  hair  brush. 
.Xhave  cured  many  cases  of  cancrum  oris  by  this  means. — Dr.  Mc 
mHvy  i^  British  Med.  Journal. — Pacific  Medical  and  Surgical 
JouT^  April,  1873. 

Neuralgia- 
One  of  the  best  methods  of  treating  neuralgia  is  that  recom- 
mended by  Frosseau  (Trosseau?).  A  tight  top  thimble  is  filled  with 
cotton  wool,  and  a  few  drops  of  strong  aqua  ammonias  dropped  on 
it.  The  open  mouth  of  the  thimble  is  then  applied  over  the  seat 
of  pain  for  a  minute  or  two  until  flHb  skin  is  blistered.  The  skin 
is  then  rubbed  off,  and  upon  the  denuded  surface  a  small  quantity 
of  morphia  (gr.  l-4th)  is  applied.  This  affords  almost  instant 
relief.  A  second  application  of  the  morphia,  if  required,  is  to  be 
preceded  by  first  rubbing  off  thepnew  formation  that  has  sprung 
up  over  the  former  blistered  sui^ace. — Med.  Archives^  in  Pacific 
Med.  Surg.  Jour. —  Caiiadian  Pharmaceutical  Joiir.^  May,  1873. 


MxlmiAl. 


BROMO-CHLORALUM  IN    SCIRRHOUS    AFFECTION    OF 

THE  STOMACH. 


By  X.  T.  Bates,  M.  D  ,  New  Lebanon,  N.  Y. 
I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  readers  of  tie  Journal  of  Materia 
Medica  to  the  use  of  Bromo-Cbloralum  uimply  as  a  palliative  measure  in 
Cancer  of  the  Stomach,  in  which  affection  it  has  very  recently  proven,  in 
my  hands,  of  signal  service  in  the  case  M.  B.,  male — ^Irish — farmer. 

At  the  period  of  my  first  visit  in  January  of  the  present  year,  I  hamed 
that  he  had  been  on  the  decline  for  a  )  ear  or  more,  and  at  times  a  great 
sufferer,  iirith  progrefesive  loss  of  streosth  and  weight,  until  he  was  finally 
obligid  to  talte  to  bis  bed  ahogetber.VThe  histpry  and  condition  of  the 
caae  were  such  as  to  leave  no  doubt  at^o  the  cause  o|  his  snffering  and 
prostration  and  of  the  ultimate  rtsu't.  I  found  him  ausemic  and  emaciated, 
appetite  impaired,  marked  feebleness  and  lack  of  vital  force — lancinating 
paina  in  the  vicinity  of  the  stomach,  •ancerous'  cachexia  and  occasionni 
vomiting  of  purulent  matter,  with  enications  so  offensive  as  to  demnnd 
imperatively  some  combative  agest. 
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Having  on  several  previous  occaskvis  saisfactorilj  tested  the  disinfect- 
ing virtues  of  Bromo-Chloralum  in  nie  sick  room,  and  a'so  demonstrate  i 
its  unquestionably  remedial  propertiMin  foul  brtath,  ic  occurred  to  me  to 
make  trial  of  it  in  this  case — prescrflMP^  as  follows : 

B     Bromo  Chloralum,         -        -        -  -31.  ^j"*" 

Water, |  i.  ^ 

Eas.  Wintergreen,  -        -        -  -    q  s.— M.  •* 

Big. — One  teaspoonful  every  4  hours. 

The  effect  was  magical ;  the  offensive  fcetor  at  once  disappeared — the  X^' 
nausea  was  controlled — the  countenance  became  brighter — ^and  for  a  short 
time  the  hopes  of  the  patient  were  revived,  that  ultimately  he  might  be 
cured.  The  Bromo,  was  the  only  medicine  that  appeared  to  afford  him 
any  relief,  and  its  use  was  continued  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  happily 
subserving  the  purpose  for  which  it^as  given. 


ELIXIR  lODO-BROMIDE  OF    CALCIUM  COMPOUND,    IN 
SCROFLT.OUS  INDUR^^TION  OF  THE  NOSE. 

BY    X.  T.  BATES,  BC.  D.,    NEW  LEBANON,  N.  T. 


Was  called  in  February,  1872,  to  visit  Mrs.  R.  Found  her  suffering 
from  a  troublesome  tumor  in  the  right  naris,  of  some  twelve  months  stand- 
ing, so  large  as  to  disfigure  the  face,  ^accompanied  with  intolerable  buiji- 
ing  and  it  *hing  sensadoas  which  ha4  obstinately  resisted  every  method  of 
medication  to  which  she  had  been  subjected,  which  I  learned  comprised 
both  diACUtient  topics  and  alteratives,  and  anti-scrofulou^t  remedies.  I 
suggested  the  use  of  several  lotions  and  internal  medicines,  no  one  of  which 
she  appeared  inclined  tj  favor,  remarking  '4t  is  almost  needless  tor  me  to 
use  that  which  has  already  been  proven  worthless  in  my  case  by  faithful 
trial ;  give  me  a  new  prescription." 

I  then  advised :  n 

5     Elixir  lodo-Bromide  Calcium  Comp.     -    Oj. 

Take  a  teaspoonful  one  hour  before  each  meal ;  after  one  week,  increase 
the  dose  to  two  teaspoonfals. 

This  was  sufficient  to  effect  a  cure,,  which  I  will  pronounce  a  permanent 
one,  inasmuch  as  there  has  been  no  ffturn  of  her  difficulty  since  its  disap- 
pearance, nearly  a  year  since. 

I  have  no  hesitation  ill  pronouncing  the  Elixir  lodo-Bromide  of  Calcium 
Compound,  the  most  efficient  and  satisfactory  anti-scrofulous  preparation 
I  have  ever  used,  buc  the  sphere  of  i^  usefulness  is  by  no  means  confined 
to  scrofula.  Aside  from  this  special  usefulness  it  has  an  application  as 
<lever8ified  as  the  term  alterative  can  make  it. 


^ 
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BROMO-CHIiOJlALUM. 


*'• 


F^lf^  M.  E.  Bramhall,  M.  D.,  ia  cbarge  Branch  Office  Philadelphia 
UeUevue  Institute  and  Cancer  Infirs^ikilfr  at 

42  North  Court  St.,  Memphis,  Tenn. 
TUqmiii  TiLDEK  &  Co.  :— 

CNSi^lemen — When  the  numerous  preparations,  for  various  uses,  which 
have  Deen  patented  and  placed  before  the  public  prove  powerless,  the 
tneiiliiy(iouj  and  efficient  will  be  denounced,  alike  as  the  worthless  and 
inefficient;  so  that  atcombined  effort  of  all  persons  laboring  for  the 
])eoplt^  physical  promotion,  as  the  practitioner  of  physic,  should  be  made 
to  establish  what  experience  demonstrates  to  be  potent,  pleasant,  and  all 
it  claims. 

The  Bromo-Chloralum  is  one  of  tliWclass  of  preparations ;  and  a  trial 
is  only  necessary  to  sustain  the  claims  advanced  for  it. 

Though  I  cannot  only  in  part — I  have  thought  to  enumerate,  and  give 
what  experiment  has  proven,  so  as  to  induce  many  to  avail  themselves  of 
thi  I  health-preserving  and  purifying  pif paratioQ. 

In  syringing  and  cleansing  all  abscesses;  especially  deep  ones,  where 
formed  as  in  white  swellings, it  not  only  deodorizes,  but  tones  the  parts,  and 
^ves  healthy  granulation. 

It  combines  convenience  and  pleasantness  for  any  part  of  the  body,  being 
ess,  colorless  and  odorless.  ^ 


^* 


*Ta  Catarrh  it  acts  charmingly. 

In  all  Lodging  Departments,  especially  in  cities,  where  sanitary  condi- 
tion is  baneful,  and  peisons  secure  sleeping  rooms,  sometimes  small  and 
wherever  they  can,  its  use  is  indicated.  Exposed  to  the  foul  air  from  alley- 
ways, damp  impure  cellar^*,  imperfectly  cleaned  yards,  and  poor  sewerage, 
they  inhftle  noxious  gises  during  hours  when  nature  is  striving  through  re- 
pose to  restore  the  wearied  and  weakened  being. 

Clerks,  Mechanics,  everybody  in  cities  inhaling  the  dust  through  the 
day,  should  all  know  what  a  preserver  and  protector  they  have  for  their 
retiring  rooms  in  the  Bromo-Chloralum. 

0/  the  Siek  Chamber — so  common^  where  this  perfect  combatant  makes 
our  second  visit  agreeable,  notwithstaii^ng  the  n^ect  of  nurses,  or  care- 
lessness of  certain  classes,  I  need  not  &ntioii» 

Last — ^but  by  no  means  least — ^in  thfl  direful  Aidbaie  Cancer — eve%  in 
suppurating  stage,  being  almost  unenMrable. 

While  we  do  what  we  state  in  arresting  discharges  and  odor,  where  we 
treat  a  case;  yet  when  patients  first  prUent  themselves,  it  is  a  relief  to  re- 
^ort  to  your  prompt  deodorizer  even  fof  an  examination.    Again  cases  ap- 
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ply  in  dyisg  condition,  where  the  stft^ch  is  so  intolerable  that  fiifnds  can 
hardly  be  compelled  to  remain  in  tajhootn^  we  can  cheerl\}lJy  direct  them 
to  obtain  the  Bromo-Chloralnm.        ^,.  9R 

I  could  cite  instances,  which  gratgfc.  relatives  and  friends,  wonld  iB- 
cognize  and  corroborate  throughontlKe  Qolf  States,  bnt  time  forbids. 
I  hope  never  to  be  without  it.  .  . 

Yours  respectfully,  ^^ 

M.  £.  BRA  MH ALL,  1^%^ 


VASCULAR  TUMORS  OR  NuEVI  CURED  WITHOUT  AN 

OPERATION. 

BT  JACOB  GEIOEB,  >%i.|).,  OF  ST.  JOSEPH,  MO. 

July  22,  1^72.  Was  called  to  see  W.  P.,  male,  age^  9  months.  The 
mother  called  my  attention  to  two  bloody  tumors,  one  situated  upon  the 
perineum  extendiug  from  verge  of  the  aotfs  to  and  including  a  portion  of 
the  scrotum,  its  lateral  diameter  ^boMt  two  inches,  the  other  midway 
between  the  ensiform  cartilage  and  umbilicus,  its  vertical  diameter  about 
1-J  inches,  lateral  1  inch ;  The  history  of  the  case  as  follows : — The  child 
was  bom  with  mother-marks ;  a  few  months  af tei  birth  these  tumors  began 
to  grow  very  rapidly,  the  perineal  ntevi  gave  rise  to  constant  oozing  of  se- 
rum, and  occasional  hemorrhage.  It  was  no  doubt  aggravated  by  the  ir- 
ritation of  the  urine,  and  the  frictiot  produced  by  the  child's  breech-cljiiJwjl 

Af  er  a  careful  examination  of  th#  tumors,  I  found  them  compos€a|^< 
arterits  aid  varicose  veins,  connected  together  by  areolar  tissue,   with 
hypertrophy  of  the  skin ;  the  tumors  were  elevated  half  inch  above  the  sur- 
rounding parts. 

I  insisted  upon  an  operation  by  strangulation,  but  the  parents  would 
not  submit,  and  desired  a  more  simple  plan  of  treatmc-nt  first. 

I  then  preecribt  d : 

Q     Liq.  Ferri  Subsulphatis, 
Glycerine, 

each  equal  parts,  to  be  applied  twice  daily,  aLd  the  parts  kept  dry  and 
clenn  from  excrement.  I  made  my  second  visit  about  a  week  after,  and 
observed,  that  the  tumors  were  decidedly  diminished;  T  ordered  the  treat- 
ment kept  up,  and  in  thwe  weeks,  lli  entire  cure  ^as  affected,  leaving  no 
discoloration,  but  slight  tttckenin^f  the  skin. 


tiS'^Correspon dents  will  oblige  ||S  by  writing  plainly  their  JVaiw/**, 
Town,  County  and  State,  We  are  frequently  unable  to  answer  letters  1  e- 
cause  these  are  omitted. 
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AMPELOPSIS  QUINQUEFOLIA. 

(  Woodbine.) 


BY  JOSEPH  BATES,   M.  D. 


Natural  Order. — Vites,  or  Vitaceae, 

In  the  Linnean  system  this  plant  will  be  found  in  Class,  Pentan- 
dria^  and  Order,  Monogynia, 

Generic  Character. — Calyx  minute,  4  or  Stoothed;  petals 
reflexed,  spreading,  ;4  or  5,  unconnected  above,  calyx-like, 
caducous;  germs  surrounded  with  a  glandular  disk;  berry  2- 
celled,  2  to  4  seeded. 

Specific  Character.— (Flowers  white  or  greenish,  blooms  in 
July,  woody).  Leaves  in  fives,  toothed ;  stem  rooting,  dimbing 
arqund  buildings,  and  trees  to  the  height  of  60  or  60  feet  • 

Habitat. — North  America ;  from  the  British  Provinces  to  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  it  is  very  commoo. 

Part  Used. — Bark  and  twigs. 

Mbdicikal  Properties. — Alterative,  tonic,  astringent,  ex- 
pectorant, and  to  which  some  have  added  stimulant 

18 
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History. — It  is  but  recently  that  this  plant  has  received  much 
attention  as  a  medicinal  agent;  its  employment  has  been  limited 
mostly  to  the  New  School  Physicians,  who  regard  it  as  a  medicine 
of  immense  value  in  all  cases  where  the  lymphatic  system  is 
implicated.  According  to  the  great  variety  of  medical  properties 
awarded  to  it,  the  range  of  its  application  in  diseases  is  extensive. 
Its  active  principle  is  named  ampelopsin. 

Therapeutical  Employment. 

This,  doubtless,  will  appear  as  a  new  remedy  lo  most  of  my 
readers  and  a  question  naturally  may  arise,  how  are  the  properties 
of  plants,  not  yet  determined,  to  be  known?  A  very  distinguished, 
physician,  and  eminent  Professor,  in  one  of  our  Medical  Colleges 
taught  that  there  are  seven  methods  that  have  been  used  as  means 
of  determining  or  contributing  to  the  determination  of  the 
medicinal  powers  of  new  and  previously  unknown  articles,  viz : 

"  1.  Natural  history  afl&nitiea 

2.  Ordinary  external  sensible  properties. 

8.  Proximate  chemical  composition. , 

[4.  Experiments  on  inferior  animals. 

5.  Experiments  on  the  diseased  human  subject. 

6.  Experiments  on  the  healthy  human  subject 

7.  The  careful  observation  of  the  effects  of  articles  taken  by 
mistake*or  by  accident. 

The  author  adds:     "The  absolute  and  the  relative  value  of 

these  several  means  for  the  purpose  in  question,  and  the  manner 

in  which  they  are  to  be  used  deserves  careful  consideration."     I 

must  be  allowed  in  this  instance  to  add  the  eighth  method,  viz., 

by  quoting  words  of  Dr.  W.  Paine,  Professor  of  the  Principles 

and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Pathology  in  the  Philadelphia 

University  of  Medicine  and  Surgery.     Premising,  firstly,  a  quaint 

truism : 

"  Truth  IB  the  same  wherever  found,  " 

On  chriBtiaii,  or  on  heathen  ground." 
I  now  give  you  Prof.  Paine*s  views  totidem  verbis.  "Am- 
pelopsin is  the  active  principle  of  Ampelopsis  Quinquefolia. 
Ampelopsin  is  a  remedy  which  appears  to  manifest  its  influence 
principally  upon  the  lymphatic  tissues,  or  vessela  The  lymphatics 
are  a  class  of  vessels,  which  by  anatomists  have  been  divided  into 
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•external  and  internal.  The  external  are  situated  in  the  sub- 
cutaneous cellular  tissue,  between  the  skin  and  the  aponeurotic 
:8heath8  of  the  muscles,  and  accompanying  the  subcutaneous  veins. 
The  deep-seated  layer  of  lymphatics  is  found  chiefly  in  the 
interspaces,  and  along  the  course  of  the  venal  and  arterial  trunks. 
These  vessels  are  exceedingly  Numerous,  and  converge  from  all 
portions  of  the  body,  and  form  large  lymphatic  trunks,  which 
open  into  sub-clavio  jugular  veins,  one  on  each  side  of  the  neck. 
The  small  branches  of  the  lymphatics  pass  through  spherical 
bodies,  which  are  termed  lymphatic  glands,  or  ganglions.  It  is  to 
1he  disordered  functions  of  these  vessels  that  Cruikshane, 
Thomas  White,  Nudo,  and  others  have  ascribed  nearly  every 
morbid  change  of  the  human  body.  These  assertions  are  no 
doubt  extravagant;  yet,  according  to  more  recent  researches  of  M. 
Alard,  there  can  hardly  be  a  doubt  that  the  lymphatic  system, 
when  diverted  from  its  normal  condition,  contributes  largely  to  a 
very  important  class  of  fatal  maladies  In  scrofulous  affections, 
angioleucitis,  or  inflammation  of  the  lymphatic  vessels,  is  of 
•common  occurrenca  It  is  to  the  existence  of  this  form  of  in- 
flammation that  we  ascribe  the  local  determination  of  this  disease 
in  many  instancea  From  the  intimation  I  have  given  you  of  the 
-extent  and  influence  of  the  lymphatic  system,  you  will  anticipate 
the  necessity  of  remedies  which  direct  their  energies  upon  these 
vessels,  and  exert  a  controlling  influence  upon  the  function  of  this 
very  important  dass  of  organa  In  ampelopsin  we  have  this 
remedy. 

But  yon  will  naturally  inquire,  how,  and  in  what  way,  does  this 
remedy  influence  or  control  the  lymphatic  system  ?  In  answer  to 
this  important  inquiry,  I  would  remark,  that  so  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  observe  its  effects,  its  influence  is  of  that  character  which 
gives  tone  and  energy  to  these  ve8sel&  I  have  arrived  at  this 
conclusion  after  frequent  and  repeated  trials  of  ampelopsin  in 
nearly  every  condition  of  the  lymphatic&  We  have  a  disease, 
*which  has  been  very  accurately  described  by  Pro£  fiennett  as 
leucocythsemia.  The  nature  of  this  disease  is  that  of  a  peculiar 
'blood  affection,  in  which  the  white  blood  corpuscles  are  in  great 
excess,  and  the  nutritive  functions  are  so  feeble  as  to  fail  to  render 
the  essential  supplies  to  the  various  organs  and  tissues  of  the  body. 
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From  an  extensive  observation  in  this  disease,  I  have  concluded 
that  it  is  dependent  upon  an  unhealthy  condition  of  the  lymphatic 
system.      Accordingly  in  my  treatment,   I   have  directed  my 
remedies  to  this  class  of  tissues,  and  have  found  the  treatment 
most  successfiil.      The  remedy  I  have  principally  depended  upon 
is  ampelopsin.      It  appears  to  increase  the  tone  of  these  vessels, 
and  BO  augment  the  nutritive  functions  as  to  restore  the  blood  to 
its  normal  condition.      Another  class  of  diseai^es,  in  which  I  have 
regarded  the  lymphatics  as  mainly  at  fault,  includes  those  affections 
so  common  in  children,  in  which  there  is  a  tendency  to  enteric  and 
gastric  irritation,   characterized  by  frequent  attacks  of  diarrhoea 
and  ephemeral  fever,  soft  muscles,  weak  and  feeble  habits,  together 
with  other  symptoms  indicating  deficient  nutrition.     In  these  cases 
ampelopsin  appears  to  exert  almost  a  specific  influence  in  producing 
those  salutary  changes  which  impart  vigor  and  health  to  the  entire 
organism.     There  is  still  another  class  of  affections,  in  which  the 
lymphatic  system  appears  to  be  at  fault.      1  have  reference  to  an 
affection  which  has  been  denominated  by  dermatologists  squama, 
or  scale  disease.     There  is  a  great  variety  of  forms  of  this  affection 
which  are  most  obstinate  in  their  power  to  resist  the  impression  of 
remedial  agents.    Ampelopsin  manifests  a  most  favorable  influence 
in  the  disease,  and  numbers  of  cases  have  yielded  to  this  remedy 
after  frequent  unsuccessful  efforts  with  other  agents.     Ampelopsin 
has  also  proved  most  serviceable  in  cases  where  the  lymphatic 
system  has  been  contaminated  by  syphilis,  gonorrhoea,  cancer,  and 
other  malignant  affection&      I   have  frequently  prevented  that 
form  of  angioleucitis,  known  as  bubo,  by  the  use  of  ampelopsin- 
I  have  also  known  inflammation  and  enlai^ement  of  the  inguinal 
and  axillary  lymphatics,  caused  by  other  affiections,  to  be  prevented 
and  cured   by  ampelopsin.       From  these    very   imperfect  ob- 
servations, you  will  notice  that  I  regard  the  action  of  ampelopsin 
as  almost  exclusively  confined  to  the  lymphatic  system,  and  that 
its  principal  influence  is  to  give  tone  and  energy  to  the  vessels,  so 
as  to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  morbid  or  effete  matter  within 
thenL     I  have  observed  that  ampelopsin  also  materially  increases 
the  quantity  and  changes  the  quality  of  the  urina      When  it  is 
continued  for  any  length  of  time,  in  doses  of  from  one-half  of  a 
grain  to  a  grain,  four  or  five  times  a  day,  it  will  slightl;  increase 
the  alvine  evacuationa       It  also  increases  the  quantity  of  bile  in 
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the  &9ces.  From  this  fact  I  have  concluded  that  ampelopsm 
contributes  to  transformations  in  the  liver.  In  that  variety  of 
leucorrhoea  dependent  upon  chronic  inflammation  and  weakness 
of  the  vaginal  lymphatics,  ampelopsin  is  a  most  valuable  article. 
In  short,  ampelopsin  is  a  remedy  of  immense  value  in  all  those 
cases  where  the  lymphatic  system  is  in  a  feeble  state,  and  requires 
a  gentle  stimulant  and  support ;  hence  the  range  of  its  application 
is  very  great  The  dose  of  ampelopsin  is  from  five  to  ten 
grains  of  the  triturated  article,  five  or  six  times  a  day,  taken 
immediately  after  each  meal. 

Medicine  given  to  affect  the  lymphatics,  will  be  more  effectual 
after,  than  before  meals." 

I  will  introduce  another  witness  to  corroborate  the  claim  of  this 
agent  to  the  consideration,  and  confidence  of  the  Medical  Frofes- 
Bion. 

Dr.  King  says  of  Ampelopsis : — **  Properties  and  Uses. — Al- 
terative, tonic,  astringent,  and  expectorant 

Used  principally  in  form  of  syrup  in  scrofula,  syphilitic 
affections,  and  wherever  an  alterative  is  required.  It  has  also 
been  recommended  in  bronchitis  and  other  pulmonary  complaints. 
Dose  of  the  syrup  or  decoction,  two  to  four  ounces,  three  times  a 
4ay." 


I  •     ^     ■  I 


ANGELICA  ATROPURPUREA. 

{Angeltccu) 


BY  JOSEPH  BATES,   M.   D. 


Natural  Order — Umbelliferae. 

In  the  sexual  System,  this  plant  will  be  found  in  Class  Pentan- 
^dria^  and  Order  Digynicu 

Generic  Character. — Carpels  with  8  ribs  on  their  backs,  and 
winged  margins ;  iatervals  between  the  libs  grooved ;  germ  oval, 
corticate;  general  involucre  none. 

Specific  Character. — (Flowers  greenish- white,  blooms  in 
Jane;  root  perennial.)  Stem  sooth  colored;  leaves  temate; 
partitions  sub-quinate;    leafets  ovate,  acute,  gash-serrate^  sub- 
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lobed;  3  terminal  ones  confluent;  petioles  very  Targe,  inflated p 
grows  five  or  six  feet  in  height. 

Habitat. — North  America;  grows  in  moist  meadows  and 
marshy  woods  throughout  the  United  States  from  the  British. 
Provinces  to  Carolina. 

Medical  Properties. — Aromatic,  tonic,  stimulant,  carmin- 
ative, diaphoretic,  expectorant,  diuretic,  and  emmenagogua 

History.; — Angelica,  Lat  angelica^  angelic,  fi'om  the  supposed 
virtues  of  its  root  and  seeda  The  entire  plant  has  a  strong  odor,^ 
and  a  warm  aromatic  taste,  drying  diminishes  its  properties. 
Its  properties  are  somewhat  analogous  to  A  archangelica,  a  native 
of  Lapland,  Norway,  and  the  mountainous  r^ons  of  Central 
Europe.  This  species  is  also  cultivated  in  gardens  in  many  parts 
of  Europe,  and,  occasionally,  in  some  portions  of  this  Country. 

In  the  middle  ages,  says  Stills :  "  This  medicine  (A  Arch- 
angelica)  was  very  highly  prized,  and  its  very  name  indicates  a 
belief  in  its  celestial  virtues."  The  Universal  Herbal  states  that 
the  stalks  of  this  plant  were  formerly  blanched  and  eaten  as  celeiy. 
The  Norwegians  make  bread  of  the  roots ;  and  the  young  shoots 
are  greatly*  esteemed  by  the  Laplanders.  '*  In  gardens  near 
London,  (says  an  English  author)  through  which  small  streams  of 
water  run,  great  quantities  of  this  plant  are  propagated,  the  tender 
stalks  of  which  are  cut  in  May  for  the  confectioners,  who  have  a 
great  demand  for  it  as  a  sweetmeat." 

Of  this  plant.  Hill  days,  every  part  is  fragraht,  when  bruised, 
and  every  part  is  used  in  medicine;  but  the  roots  and  seeds 
possess  the  highest  degree.  He  says  they  are  cordial,  sudorific, 
and  stomachic,  and  of  great  efficacy  in  pestilential  disorders,  and 
contagions  of  every  kind,  in  all  cold,  flatulent  complaints,  and 
seldom  fiail  of  removing  the  ague,  if  taken  three  or  four  times 
repeatedly  on  the  approach  of  the  fit  A  scruple  of  the  dried^ 
root  in  powder,  or  ten  grains  of  the  seeds,  is  a  moderate  dose. 
The  roots  and  stalks  are  sometimes  candied,  and  are  then  more 
palatable,  and  equally  efficacious.  Culpeper  prescribes  also  a 
water  distilled  in  a  glass  from  the  root  steeped  in  wine,  as  more 
effectual  than  the  water  of  the  leaves,  and,  in  two  or  three  spoon- 
fuls at  a  time,  to  ease  all  pains  produced  by  cold  or  wind,  if  the 
body  be  not  costive ;  and  taken  with  some  of  the  root  in  powder^ 
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for  the  pleurisy  and  all  other  diseases  of  the  lungs  and  breast, 
such  as  ooughs,  phthisic,  an  1  shortness  of  breath,  for  which  he 
remarks,  that  a  syrup  of  the  stalks  will  be  found  equally  good. 

Therapeutical  Employment. 

Flatulent  Colic. — Angelica  Atropurpurea  has  been  used  to 
advantage  in  flatulent  colic.  It  may  be  used  in  combination  with 
various  carminatives,  or  alternated  with  small  doses  of  camphor, 
or  morphine.  This  plant  is  officinal  in  the  secondary  list  of  the 
U.  S.  Pharmacopoeia 

The  United  States  Dispensatory  alludes  to  this  agent  as  being 
used  occasionally,  in  an  infusion,  in  flatulent  colia 

Cardialfjia. — When  this  affection  arises  from  acidity,  an  infiision 
of  angelica  alternated  with  gr.  xx  of  magnesias  carb.,  will  prove 
eminently  serviceable. 

Menstrual  Obstructi/nis.—  Dr,  King,  in  his  remarks  upon  this 
drug  states: — **It  is  said  to  promote  the  menstrual  discharge." 
The  means  employed  to  recall  this  function,  should  be  selected 
with  reference  not  only  to  the  cause  of  suppression,  but  also  to  the 
antecedent  state  of  health,  and  the  associated  or  consequent 
disorders. 

Dr.  Waring  states: — **  The s^jtpei abundance  oj  hi  od  and  nervous 
excitemejti  afUr  the  cessation  of  the  Menstrual  discharge,  may  be 
safely  and  effectually  kept  down  by  the  habitual  use  of  mild 
purgatives.  Dr.  Jilt,  for  this  purpose,  generally  adminii>ters  the 
flour  of  Sulphur  alone;  or  else,  to  each  ounce  of  it,  he  adds  a' 
drachm  of  Sodae  Sesquicarb.  vel  Biboras ;  and  soruetimes,  from 
gr.  V.  to  gr.  X  of  Ipecacuanha.  Of  this,  3j.-3ij.,  taken  at  night 
in  a  little  milk,  is  generally  sufficient  to  act  on  the  bowels. 

Sulphur  is  a  very  efficient  remedy  in  many  of  the  disorders 
attendant  upon  the  cessation  of  the  menses.''  In  many  cases 
angelica  and  sulphur  will  be  found  adequate  to  effect  a  cure. 

In  some  diseases  of  the  Kidneys^  Dr.  King  observes: — "In 
diseases  of  the  urinary  organs,  calculi  and  passive  dropsy,  it  is 
used  as  a  diuretic,  in  decoction  with  uva  ursi  and  eupatorium 
purpureunu^^  The  medical  properties  of  this  species,  are  similar 
to  those  of  the  garden  Angelica  of  Europe,  for  which  it  has  been 
proposed  as  a  succedaneum. 
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PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract    •        -        -        Dose,  J  to  1  Dram. 

TINCTURE  OF  ANGELICA. 

Fluid  Extract  -        -        -  Two  Ounces. 

Diluted  Alcohol  -        -        Fourteen  Ounces. 

Dose, — One  fourth  to  one  ounce. 

COMPOUND  TINCTURE   OF    ANGELICA. 

Fluid  Extract        .        .        -        .       One  Ounce. 
Oil  of  Anise  Seeds    -        -  One-fourth  Ounce. 

Diluted  Alcohol  -        •        -  One  Pint 

Employed  as  stomachic  and  carminative.      Dose, — One-half  to 
two  fluid  drams. 


-*-•- 


MERCURIAL  TREATMENT  OF  SYPHILIS. 


A  disscussion  took  place  at  the  Medical  Congress  of  Lyons,  at 
the  end  of  September  last,  which,  from  the  importance  of  the 
subject,  the  competence  of  the  speakers,  and  the  exclusively 
practical  nature  of  the  arguments  advanced,  is  worthy  of  attention. 
The  Congress  of  Lyons  shows  that  syphlographers  are  divided  into 
three  classes — the  mercurialiats,  the  non-mercurialists,  and  the 
eclectics.  Among  the  first  were  included  MM.  de  Meric,  Pacchiotti, 
Clerc,  Drou,  and  Rodet;  among  the  second,  MM.  Armand  Despr6s 
.  and  Drysdale;  and  among  the  third,  MM.  DiSay,  Gailleton,  amd 
Clement.  Experience,  it  was  argued  by  M.  Clement,  teaches  us 
that  if  mercury  does  not  attack  syphilis,  it  at  least  affects  its 
manifestations  to  an  extent  indeed  that  it  may  be  said  to  abolish 
its  effects,  so  that  a  syphilitic  man  may  procreate  perfectly  healthy 
children.  To  this  view  many  of  the  speakers  were  inclined,  but 
considerable  difference  of  opinion  existed  as  to  whether  mercury 
should  be  given  to  a  man  who  had  simply  a  chancre.  M.  Diday 
adduced  seventy-four  observations  directed  to  this  point.  Of  these 
twenty -five  had  been  at  once  submitted  to  mercurial  treatment,  while 
forty-nine  only  had  general  treatment  during  the  plimary  period. 
Among  the  twenty-five,  secondary  affections  appeared  on  the 
average  forty-nine  days  after  the  appearance  of  the  chancre;  while 
in  the  forty-nine,  secondary  affections  appeared  forty-three  days 
after  the  debut  of  the  chancre;  that  is  to  say,  six  days  sooner  than 
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the  others,  The  effect  of  the  mercury  would  therefore  appear  to 
be  very  slight  on  the  secondary  action  of  syphilis.  M.  Diday, 
however,  further  found  that  in  the  patients  non-mercurialized  at  the 
outset,  slight  secondaries  occurred  in  thirty-four  per  cent,  and  severe 
in  ten  per  cent. ;  while  in  those  who  had  taken  mercury  during  the 
period  of  the  chancre  the  ratio  of  slight  cases  was  only  twenty-four 
per  cent,  and  of  severe  twenty  per  cent.  M.  Diday  concludes  that  the 
intensity  of  syphilis  depends  less  on  the  treatment  adopted  at  the 
outset  than  upon  the  constitution  of  the  patient  and  the  extent  to 
•  which  the  general  principles  of  hygiene  have  been  observed.  M. 
Clerc,  who  is  a  strong  mercurialist,  pointed  out  various  circum- 
stances that  in  his  opinion  explain  the  want  of  success  frequently 
met  with  in  the  use  of  this  r^emedy.  First,  it  is  given  in  insufficient 
doses;  there  is  nothing  to  fear  in  producing  slight  stomatitis. 
Secondly,  there  are  often  defects  in  the  mode  of  administration. 
Thirdly,  hygienic  conditions  are  often  neglected.  Insufficient 
exercise,  the  abuse  of  wine  and  tobacco,  debauchery,  often  obviate 
the  good  effects  of  a  mercurial  course. 

M.  Clerc  commences  the  administration  of  mercury  as  soon  as 
the  chancre  appears,  because  from  this  date  the  system  is  affected. 
He  does  not  believe  or  anticipate  that  it  will  arrest  its  development 
entirely,  but  he  thinks  it  exerts  a  material  influence  in  retarding 
their  appearance  and  reducing  their  violence.  M.  Gailleton,  a 
partisan,  like  M.  Diday,  of  the  doctrine  of  successive  developments 
and  extensions  of  the  disease,  employs  the  mercury  only  when 
secondary  symptoms  have  manifested  themselves;  there  he  thinks 
it  stops.  M.  Rodet,  of  Lyons,  commences  the  use  of  mercury  at 
once  after  the  chancre  has  made  its  appearance.  He  pushes  the 
remedy  vigorously,  and  changes  the  preparation  frequently,  to  get 
a  speedier  and  more  prolonged  action.  Commencing  generally 
with  the  bi-chloride  In  increasing  doses,  he  exchanges  it  after  a 
time  for  the  protiodide;  and  finally,  gradually  diminishing  the 
quantity  of  this,  replaces  it  with  iodide  of  potassium.  M. 
Pacchiotti  thought  that  mercurial  frictions  had  been  too  much 
neglected;  while  M.  Drou  alluded  to  the  employment  of  the 
method  of  subcutaneous  injection,  which  he  was  of  opinion  might 
sometimes  be  advantageously  employed  instead  of  other  plans. — 
Ftactitioner. — Pacific  Medical  and  Surgical  JourncU,  April,  1873. 


« 
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ON  THE  CURABILITY  OF  PHTHISIS  BY 
ARSENICAL  MEDICATION. 


At  present  it  is  difficult  to  say  what  the  future  of  this  medicament 
will  be,  but  its  constancy,  effectiveness,  and  power  of  producing 
the  required  result  commend  it  to  the  serious  attention  of  prac- 
titioners. 

In  our  hands  its  results  have  been  most  satisfactory,  and  withouji 
discarding  the  various  medicines  ordinarily  employed  to  rebuild 
the  tuberculous  organism,  we  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that 
arsenic  should  be  placed  in  the  front  rank.  We  have  given  it 
simultaneously  or  alteraating  with  cod  liver  oil,  preparations  of 
cinchona,  ferrum  iodide,  and  the  alkaline  hypophosphites. 

In  a  great  majority  of  the  cases  in  which  favorable  results  were 
obtained,  the  patients  were  subjected  to  a  treatment  which  was 
more  or  less  complex  in  its  character,  so  that  it  would  be  impossible 
to  tell  what  njedicine  had  produced  the  desired  result.  In  four 
cases,  however,  arsenic  alone  was  employed,  and  then  only  when 
all  other  treatment  had  failed,  and  in  these  cases  very  satisfactory 
results  were  obtained. 

CciM  1. — Mrs.  D.  of  Toronto,  visited  me  in  the  early  part  of 
February  for  aphonia.  She,  at  the  same  time,  related  to  me  the 
condition  of  her  sister  as  follows  :  Emma  is  now  nineteen  years 
old,  she  menstruated  at  thirteen.  For  the  last  seven  months  she 
has  been  in  bad  health,  and  during  that  time  her  appetite  gradually 
diminished.  She  began  to  grow  thin  and  her  menses  stopped 
entirely.  Soon  there  was  oppressive  pain  in  the  chest,  cough,  and 
from  time  to  time  shivering.  Father  died  two  years  ago  (his 
death  was  accidental) ;  mother  is  strong  and  healthy. 

Cdse  2. — Mary  B.  was  twelve  years  old  when  I  first  saw  her 
Near  old  cicatrices  on  the  neck,  she  had  two  enlarged  glands,  of 
which  one  was  ulcerated  and  the  other  on  the  point  of  being  so. 
The  first  engorgements  had  shown  themselves  at  the  age  of  four 
years,  and  lasted  till  she  was  seven.  They  then,  after  an  interval 
of  five  years  of  apparently  good  health,  returned.  Instead  of  the 
preparations  of  gold  which  the  child  was  then  using,  I  subjected 
her  to  arsenical  treatment,  beginning  with  one  fiftieth  of  a  grain. 
The  enlarged  gland  suppurated,  but  healed  very  rapidly.  To-day, 
twenty-two  months  after  the  cure,  no  new  enlargement  has  ap- 
peared to  deny  the  good  effect  of  arsenic.      In  this  case  the  use 
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of  the  arsenic  was  continued  for  more  than  six  months,  without 
any  apparent  trouble  arising  from  its  use. 

Case  3. — ^In  August  last  I  was  called  to  see  Mr.  R.  Fitful,  like 
all  sick  men,  he  had  just  discharged  his  last  medical  attendant,  the 
third  within  a  year.  His  face  was  pale,  and  showed  traces  of  great 
suffering;  respiration  harsh,  twenty-four  to  twenty-six  per  minute; 
pulse,  120  to  124;  cough  hollow  and  deep;  expectoration  abundant 
and  purulent  m  character;  hectic  fever.  Although  he  spat  no 
blood,  the  sight  of  that  great  emaciation,  the  sweat  which  scarcely 
ceased  even  in  the  day,  led  me  to  prognosticate  a  fatal  termination. 

Ccbse.  4. — Lottie  C,  a  seamstress  by  occupation,  states  that  her 
cough  began  last  winter,  but  it  is  only  during  the  last  three 
months  that  she  has  been  obliged  to  give  up  work.  She  ex- 
periences a  sensation  of  weight  on  the  left  side  of  the  chest;, 
expectoration  sometimes  streaked  with  blood,  and  generally  thick 
and  viscous;  she  has  night  sweats,  and  her  emaciation  is  very 
marked.  Auscultation  reveals  a  relative  diminution  of  the 
respiratory  murmur,  with  sibilation  and  friction  sounds  in  the  left 
lung.  At  the  apex  of  this  lung,  both  anteriorly  and  posteriorly,, 
the  percussion  sound  is  dull;  voice  resonant. 

At  the  bescinning  of  the  treatment,  she  complained  for  two  days 
of  colic  and  slight  diarrhoea.  However,  the  treatment  being  con- 
tinued, the  cough,  at  the  end  of  the  second  week,  had  diminished 
considerably.  Two  months  afterwards  her  appetite  was  excellent^ 
her  strength  greatly  increased,  the  color  of  the  face  natural,  and 
she  resumed  her  work. — Trarisactions  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the 
State  ofNevo  York^  1871.  , 
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At  the  present  time  there  is  a  great  desire  to  advance  dentistry  to- 
the  same  standing  as  the  other  branches  of  the  medical  profession, 
but.this  I  consider  can  never  be  accomplished  so  long  as  all 
researches  are  directed  towards  the  improvement  of  instruments 
and  mechanical  appliances,  and  not  also  towards  the  investigation 
of  the  action  of  drugs  upon  the  diseases  and  complications  that 
occur  in  dental  practice,  for  which  dentists  have  generally  to  call 
in  the  aid  of  medical  men,  of  whose  profession  theirs  is,  in  point 
of  fact,  a  branch.  It  is  for  this  purpose,  therefore,  that  I  call 
attention  to  a  few  drugs  which  are  rarely  if  ever  mentioned  ia 
works  on  dental  therapeutics. 
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Chloride  of  Ammonium  is  of  great  value  in  a  number  of 
diseases  that  occur  frequently  in  practice,  but  as  a  rule,  is  much 
neglected  by  medical  men  in  this  country,  though  in  Germany  it 
is  most  extensively  employed.  In  the  latter  country  it  is  highly 
valued  in  the  treatment  of  inflammatory,  rheumatic,  and  neuralgic 
affections,  and,  in  fact,  in  all  cases  where  we  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  prescribing  mercurial  preparations.  The  "why  and  the 
wherefore  "  of  its  action  I  cannot  determine,  nor  has  any  author 
afforded  me  a  satisfactory  explanation;  but  I  can  state  from  ex- 
perience that  the  results  to  be  obtained  from  its  administration  in 
chronic  rheumatism  and  in  certain  forms  of  neuralgia  are  markedly 
beneficial. 

Sir  Thomas  Watson,  in  his  standard  work,  "The  Practice  of 
Medicine,"  mentions  the  good  results  he  obtains  from  this  drug  in 
that  variety  of  neuralgia  which  affects  the  teeth  and  alveolar 
processes,  the  pain  being  of  a  dull  aching  character,  and  so  constant 
and  severe  that  death  itself  would  be  considered  a  blessing,  the 
patient  rapidly  becoming  exhausted  from  the  persistent  pain  and 
want  of  sleep.  In  these  cases  there  is  no  apparent  disease  of  the 
teeth,  gums  or  alveolar  processes,  though  I  do  not  doubt  that 
exostosis  of  the  teeth  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  fpain  would  be 
discovered  if  the  teeth  were  extracted,  for  the  symptoms  are 
exactly  those  described  by  Mr.  Tomes  in  his  "  System  of  Dental 
Surgery,"  pp.  440-4.  If  this  be  so,  then  the  chloride  may  be  the 
means  of  savirfg  many  teeth  which  are  usually  taken  out  on  the 
chance  of  ther  being  exostosed,  as  in  cases  mentioned  by  Messrs. 
Fox  and  Tomes  as  having  (Occurred  in  their  practice,  where  relief 
was  only  obtained  after  every  tooth  had  been  extracted. 

It  was  in  consequence  of  observing  the  authoritative  manner 
in  which  Sir  Thomas  Watson  spoke  of  the  rapid  cure,  that  I 
determined  to  treat  all  similar  cases  According  to  his  recom- 
mendation.    The  prescription  I  invariably  give  is — 

]J     Ammon.  Chlorid gr.  xx.    * 

Sp.  Chloroform M.  xv. 

Tinct.  Lavand.  Co M.       x. 

Aquae ad.  5  j. 

M.  ter  die  sum. 

•  ^ 

The  chloric  ether  is  added  to  render  the  mixture  more  palatable, 
and  also  on  account  of  its  action  as  a  diffusible  stimulant,  for 
persons  suffering  from  this  complaint  are  often  in  need  of  such  a 
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fillip.  From  two  to  four  doses  of  the  above  mixture  are  generally 
sufficient  to  effect  a  cure  when  all  other  treatment  has  totally  failed. 
It  is  advisable  that  the  remedy  be  not  continued  beyond  six  doses, 
not  because  there  is  any  danger  in  its  administration,  but  because 
I  have  found  that  if  recovery  has  not  then  taken  place  the  drug  is 
.  of  no  further  benefit. 

When  the  pain  is  very  acute,  five  minims  of  the  liquor  morphisd 
hydrochloratis  B.  P.,  added  to  each  dose,  is  of  great  service  in  its 
relief.  The  cessation  of  pain  here  is  not  due  to  the  morphia,  for 
such  a  minute  dose  given  alone  would  not  have  the  slierhtest  effect, 
but  it  appears  to  quicken  thiB  action  of  the  chloride. 

In  a  few  cases  where  there  was  the  same  intense,  dull  pain,  but 
evidently  due  to  a  decayed  tooth,  of  which  the  pulp  was  exposed, 
or  to  stumps,  I  was  able  to  relieve  the  pain  temporarily  by  means 
of  this  remedy.  Here,  of  course,  there  is  no  possibility  of  ob- 
taining a  permanent  recovery,  but  there  seems  a  likelihood  that  by 
the  application  of  the  usual  local  remedies  to  a  recently  exposed 
pulp,  with  full  doses  of  the  chloride  internally,  inflammation  of  the 
pulp  might  be  subdued  with  more  certainty  than  if  local  means 
were  alone  used,  thus  allowing  the  tooth  to  be  stopped  afterwards 
in  the  ordinary  manner.  The  same  benefit  might  also  accrue  in 
those  cases  where  there  is  irritation  or  inflammation  of  the  pulp 
without  any  lesion  being  observable  m  the  substance  of  the  tooth, 
provided  the  treatment  was  adopted  so  soon  as  the  symptoms 
were  sufficiently  clear  to  enable  us  to  diagnose  the  cause  of  the 
suffering. 

Upon  observing  the  rapid  recovery  in  the  above  class  of  cases  I 
determined  to  employ  the  chloride  in  the  treatment  of  other 
varieties  of  neuralgia.  The  only  varieties,  however,  that  seemed 
to  be  much  benefited  were  those  in  which  there  could  be  traced  a 
history  of  rheumatism  or  gout,  either  hereditary  or  acquired.  Of 
these  forms  of  neuralgia,  sciatica  and  lumbago  are  the  most 
frequent;  but  as  they  do  not  come  under  the  observation  of 
dentists,  I  have  only  stated  the  fact  in  order  that,  when  a  case 
of  neuralgia  of  the  face  presents  itself  to  their  notice,  for  which 
no  immediate  cause  can  be  discovered,  but  where  a  history  of 
rheumatism  can  be  gathered,  they  might,  with  propriety,  order 
the  chloride,  especially  if  all  other  remedies  have  failed;  but  as  I 
have  no  experience  of  such  cases,  I  cannot  speak  as  to  the 
probability  of  Telief. —  W.  J.  Barkas^  L.  R,  G.  P.,  in  Monthly 
Heview  of  Dental  Surgery, — Dental  Cosmos^  June,  1873. 
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lODO-BROMIDE  CALCIUM  COMR,  A  NEW  ALTER- 
ATIVE COMPOUND. 


BY  J.  R.  BLACK,  M.  D.,  NEWARK,  OHIO. 


Cincinnati  Lancet  tjb  Observer,  Ju?iey  1873. 

The  profession  owes  much  to  the  Messrs.  Tildkn,  of  New  York,  , 
for  introducing,  for  its  convenience,  fluid  extracts  of  the  various 
medicinal  plants  in  common  use.  Their  disinfectant-Bromo-Chlor- 
alum — is  the  best  and  most  unobjectionable  of  which  I  have  know- 
ledge.As  a  deodorant,  its  power  is  really  marvelous.  I  have  at 
this  time  a  case  of  cancer  of  the  womb,  with  an  extremely  offensive 
discharge,  which  the  Bromo-Chloralum,  properly  diluted  and  used 
as  an  injection,  corrects  in  a  very  effective  manner.  In  the  case,  al- 
so, of  a  very  old,  bed-ridden  lady,  whose  urine  was  discharged  in- 
voluntarily, and  which  was  of  a  very  offensive,  anmioniacal  smell — 
so  that  it  was  not  possible  to  keep  her  bed  free  from  its  disgusting 
odor,  until  I  directed  the  frequent  use  of  this  deodorant,  and  with 
the  most  satisfactory  results. 

But  it  is  not  this  preparation  to  which  I  wish  to  direct  attention, 
but  another  one  for  internal  use,  which  these  gentlemen  have  in. 
geniously  prepared^  I  allude  to  their  lodo-Bromide  of  .  Calcium 
Compound. 

Buty  at  the  outset,  allow  me  to  say  that  what  I  have  written,  and 
wish  to  write,  is  not  from  any  desire  to  puff  either  this  house  or 
any  of  its  preparations.  To  do  this  I  have  no  sort  of  motive,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  the  heartiest  dislike.  But  when  a  physician  feels 
himself  a  debtor  to  any  one  for  putting  a  convenient  and  excellent 
remedy  into  his  hands,  it  would  certainly  be  playing  the  part  of 
a  professionally  ''prurient  prude,"  not  to  feel  himself  fpee  to  make 
candid  acknowledgment  of  the  fact. 

The  component  parts  of  this  preparation  are  stated  to  be  bro- 
mine, iodine,  chlorine,  calcium,  magnesium,  iron,  sodium,  and  po- 
tassium. It  is  claimed,  by  a  rival  house,  that  the  union  is  a  chem- 
ical impossibility.  But  I  do  not  know  that  the  manufacturers  olaim 
that  all  these  elements  are  ch^nically  united,  but  only  in  solution. 
Almost  the  same  union  in  a  weaker  and  differently  proportioned 
solution  is  not  infrequently  met  with  in  some  mineral  springs,  as  at 
Leamington,  England,  and  in  the  Spa  of  Belgium.  And  this  leads 
me  to  write  what  I  have  often  thought,  that,  as  the  curative  virtues 
of  some  mineral  springs  are  undoubted,  why  can  not  the  same  in* 
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gredients  be  concocted  in  a  concentrated  form  for  the  convenience 
of  the  physician  in  the  laboratory  of  art,  as  well  as  they  are  concoc- 
ted in  a  dilute  form  in  the  laboratory  of  nature  ?  It  seems  that  the 
Messrs.  Tilden  have  done  this  in  an  admirable  manner  in  this  com- 
pound of  theirs — perhaps  more  strongly  alterative  than  what  nature 
usually  generates.  By  putting  a  half  a  teaspoonful  of  the  solution 
(not  the  Elixir)  in  half  a  tumbler  of  water,  a  draught  is  at  once 
prepared,  which  might  deceive  the  habittces  of  some  mineral  springs. 
The  taste  is  slightly  sharp  and  acid,  but  these  impressions  on  the 
palate  are  gone  in  a  moment  after  swallowing.  The  primary  effect, 
especially  when  taken  in  the  morning  before  breakfast,  is  precisely 
that  of  some  mineral^  waters — a  quick,  pleasant,  aperient  effect. 
This  I  have  noticed  on  myself  scores  of  times,  and  have  had  it  re- 
ported to  me  by  almost  every  one  to  whom  I  directed  its  free  ad- 
ministration. 

The  therapeutical  properties  of  this  compound  have  proved,  in 
my  hands,  to  be  alterative,  laxative,  resolvent,  and,  in  a  minor  de- 
gree, tonic.  In  the  epidemic,  which  recently  passed  over  the  coun- 
try, of  influenza — popularly  known  as  the  epiz6otic — one  of  its  most 
common  sequelas  in  strumous  subjects  was  an  enlargement  of  the 
cervical  glands.  This  I  found  to  disappear  in  the  most  satisfactory 
manner  under  the  use  of  the  lodo-Bromide  Calcium  Compound* 
In  fact,  it  seems  to  have,  as  its  composition  would  indicate,  a  spe- 
cial effect  on  the  glandular  structures  of  the  neck.  Chronic  irrita- 
tion of  the  pharynx,  and  recent  enlargements  of  the  tonsils,  are  also 
promptly  benefited  by  its  use. 

In  some  cutaneous  diseases  it  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  of  our 
preparations.  A  young  lady,  very  fair  to  look  upon,  was  exceed- 
ingly annoyed  by  a  mild  yet  obstinate  spot  of  herpes  on  her  face. 
Mercurial  ointments,  oil  of  cade,  and  other  remedies  of  a  like  class, 
had  failed  to  remove  it.  The  solution  applied  pure  to  the  part  af- 
ected,  proved  effectual,  after  only  two  or  three  applications. 

In  prurigo,  its  beneficial  action  is  no  less  apparent.  This  affec- 
tion, as  all  know,  is  often  very  obstinate,  and  a  not  uncommon  ef- 
fect of  eating  freely  of  Polygala  Fagopyrum  cakes,  swimming  in 
Darwin's  nectar.  It  is  an  annoying,  disagreeable,  and  very  trouble, 
some  affliction.  It  is  often  as  obstinate  as  lichen,  which  is  so  obstin* 
ate  as  to  have  received  the  name  of  seven-year  itch — a  disease  which 
a  fat  old  gentleman  once  assured  me  he  had  bad  seven  years  to  a 
day. 
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.  For  the  removal  of  prarigo,  twenty  drops  of  the  solution,  well 
dilated  and  continued  for  two  oif  three  weeks,  will  cure  in  almost 
every  case.  Such  at  least  has  been  my  experience.  Excepting  for 
children  and  adults  of  very  fastidious  taste,  I  prefer  the  solution  to 
the  Elixir.  It  is  more  active,  and  when  properly  diluted,  more 
readily  absorbed  than  the  Elixir.  Considering  that  when  it  is 
deemed  desirable  to  administer  an  alterative  other  than  the  mercu- 
rials, we  are  almost  limited  to  the  Iodide  of  Potassium,  this  prepar- 
ation should  be  welcomed  as  a  valuable  addition  to  the  list.  It 
seems  to  be  free  from  some  of  the  objections  appertaining  to  the 
Iodide;  such  as  the  occasional  production  of  severe  irritation  of 
the  Schneiderian  membrane,  frequent  irritation  of  the  stomach,  and 
more  or  less  of  a  general  debilitating  effect.  It  is  a  common  expres- 
sion of  those  who  have  taken  the  compound  under  consideration, 
and  for  appropriate  disorders,  that  they  feel  better  and  more 
buoyant,  without  having  experienced  in  the  least  any  unpleasant 
effect,  and  this  is  more  than  can  be  said  of  the  great  majority  of 
our  remedies. 


-•-»- 


MERCURY  AND   IODIDE  OF  POTASSIUM 

IN   SYPHILIS. 


Dr.  Willard  Parker  of  New  York,  In  a  recent  lecture  reported 
in  the  Medical  Record^  sets  forth  the  following  views: 

I  am  aware  that  I  differ  with  many  of  my  brethren  in  the 
treatment  of  syphilis,  but  I  believe  that  the  poison  of  syphilis  can 
only  be  removed  from  the  system  in  almost  all  cases  by  the 
judicious  and  wise  use  of  mercury.  This  mercury  is  to  be  used 
wisely  and  in  moderate  doses,  so  as  not  to  impair  the  vigor  and 
health  of  the  system.  Very  often  it  is  important  to  make  use  of 
some  tonic  at  the  same  time,  such  as  quinine  or  the  preparations 
of  bark.  These  have  been  my  convictions  for  a  great  many  years, 
and  I  give  them  as  the  result  of  my  own  practical  observation, 
and  have  never  seen  any  reason  to  vary  the  conviction  that  iodide 
of  potassium,  alone,  cannot  overcome  the  syphilitic  poison  in  the 
system.  The  iodide  of  potassium,  however,  is  a  very  valuable 
remedy  in  the  treatment  of  syphilis,  but  it  comes  in  after  we  have 
accomplished  our  purpose  with  mercury,  in  order  to  remove  any 
deleterious  effects  of  the  mercury  which  may  be  left  in  the  system* 
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Here  its  value  cannot  be  over  estimated.      The  powerful  effect 
which  the  iodide  of  potassium  has  upon  the  system,  especially 
where  mercury  has  been  employed  pretty  freely,  is  sometimes  seen 
in  the  profuse  ptyalism  which  it  produces,   and  if    the  syphilis 
receives  any  benefit  from  the  administration  of  iodide  of  potassium, 
I  believe  it  is  in  those  cases  which  have  been  heretofore  treated 
with  mercury  and  the  iodide  arouses  the  mercury  to  new  action. 
You  can  remove  mercury  from  the  system  by  the  use  of  iodide 
of  potassium,  but  you  can  never  remove  syphilis  by  using  it.      At 
the  same  time  we  use  iodide  of  potassium  in  order  to  get  good 
results  in  the  system,  I  almost  always  employ  the  iodide  of  iron, 
as  you  see  in  this  case.      The  point  is,  as  has  been  stated,  to  bring 
the  system  up  to  par.     The  usual  formula  which  I  employ  consists 
in  six  drachms  of  the  iodide  of    potassium,  one  ounce  of  syrup 
iodide,  of  iron,  and  make  a  six  or  eight  ounce  mixture.  *  *  *   The 
plan  which  I  adopt  and  recommend  in  the  treatment  of  syphilis  is 
as   follows:      Take  a  case  of    genuine    Hunterian  chancre.      I 
commence  with  the  administration  of  iodide  of  mercury  in  one- 
half  grain  doses  twice  in  twenty  four  hours,  combined  with  some- 
thing, perhaps,  hyoscyamus  or  lactucarium,  to  prevent  irritation 
of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  intestinal  canal.      Continue  this, 
in  connection  with  a  true  diet,  consisting  of  simple  plain  material 
and  such  as  will  produce  healthy  blood,  embracing  breadstuffs, 
eggs,  milk,  and  meat  twice  a  day,  and  cutting  off  entirely  tobacco 
and  all  alcoholic  drinks;  continue  the  doses  until  the  feeling  of 
hardness  about  the  chancre  is  all  gone.      Then  stop  the  remedy, 
and  watch  the  patient.     If  the  disease  begins  to  come  out  in  the 
system,  manifesting  itself  by  glandular  enlargements,   diseases 
of  the  skin,  affections  of  the  fauces,  or  any  one  of  those  evidences 
which  shows  that  the  poison  is  still  in  the  system,  resume  the 
mercury  as  before  and  continue  it  until  the  disease  has  again 
passed  away.      It  will  be  necessary  to  watch  these  patients  for  a 
long  time,  at  least  for  months,  and  perhaps  for  a  couple  of  years 
or  more. — PoAsific  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal^  June,  1878. 


THE  EFFECrrS  OF  A  FRIGHT. 


BY  WALTER   COLES,    M.    D. 


We  have  frequently  heard  of  persons  being  "  frightened  out  of 
14 
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their  wits,"  but  the  following  example  presents  the  strangest  case 
of  the  kind  we  have  ever  met  with.  On  the  evening  of  the  Ist 
of  May,  we  were  summoned  in  haste  to  the  residence  of  a  gentle- 
man near  by,  to  see  a  boy  about  fourteen  years  of  age,  who  was 
laboring  under  the  effects  of  a  sudden  and  severe  fright.  It  seems 
that  the  gentleman  of  the  house  and  his  wife  had  gone  out  to  spend 
the  evening,  leaving  the  patient,  a  hired  white  boy,  with  another 
servant  boy  a  little  older,  and  several  of  his  own  young  sons  in  the 
house.  These  boys  plotted  a  practical  joke  against  the  patient,  by 
dressing  up  the  effigy  of  a  man  in  coat,  hat,  etc.,  and  leaning  it 
against  the  back  kitchen  door  leading  into  the  yard,  in  the  mean- 
while, one  of  the  other  boys  ran  around  the  house  and  rapped  at 
the  back  door,  which  the  patient  was  sent  to  open.  Immediately 
prior  to  this,  we  should  remark  that  the  boy  seemed  apparently 
well,  and  in  good  spirits,  having  been  romping  with  his  playmates. 
He  went  with  alacrity  to  the  door  expecting  perhaps  to  admit  one 
of  the  servants,  when  suddenly  on  opening  it,  the  tigure  of  a  man 
fell  in  on  him.  The  poor  little  fellow  gave  a  sudden  scream,  and 
staggering  back,  fell  on  the  floor  insensible.  When  we  saw  him 
he' was  rolling  on  the  floor,  trembling  in  the  most  violent  manner. 
The  pupils  were  slightly  dilated,  face  somewhat  flushed,  or  perhaps 
natural,  the  pulse  weak  but  frequent.  The  heart  palpitated  most 
tumultuously,  but  not  apparently  influencing  the  pulse.  There  was 
total  loss  of  consciousness,  while  every  few  seconds  the  face  would 
partake  of  an  expression  of  the  utmost  terror,  and  the  arms  and 
hands  become  extended  as  in  an  effort  to  avoid  some  frightful 
object;  at  these  times  his  screams  were  sometimes  loud  and 
piercing.  At  first  this  terrible  vision  seemed  constantly  before 
him,  but  in  the  course  of  an  hour,  there  were  intervals  of  repose, 
lasting  from  ten  to  sixty  seconds,  but  no  return  to  consciousness, 
though  the  eyes  were  open  and  natural  in  expression.  Suddenly 
however,  the  dreadful  phantom  would  again  appear,  and 
throw  him  into  a  tremor  whilst  with  outstretched  arms,  terrified 
face,  and  sometimes  a  flood  of  tears,  he  attempted  to  shun  his 
fancied  danger.  Under  the  influence  of  liberal  doses  of  bromide 
of  potassium,  the  patient  gradually  became  more  composed,  and 
finally  relapsed  into  an  uneasy  slumber,  lasting  six  hours,  from 
which  he  awoke  fully  conscious,  though  with  a  confused  recollection 
of  the  cause  of  his  troubles  the  night  previous.  He  was  also 
nervous,  and  inclined  to  hesitate   and   stammer  in  replying  to 
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quegtions.      The  bromide  being  continued,  all  these  symptoms 
rapidly  subsided. 

In  both  a  pathological  and  physiological  point  of  view,  this  case 
is  one  of  some  interest;  for,  on  careful  inquiry  into  the  previous 
history  of  this  boy,  we  are  satisfied  that  he  has  not  been  subject  to 
epilepsy;  neither  did  his  symptoms  point  to  an  epileptiform  seizure* 
There  were  neither  convulsions,  stertor  and  frothing  at  the  mouth, 
nor  the  characteristic  drowsiness  and  stupor,  that  usually  follow 
epilepsy.  It  was  certainly  not  hysteria,  and  the  only  explanation 
we  can  give  of  his  condition,  is,  that  he  was  the  subject  of  tem- 
porary, functional  mental  palsy^  the  result  of  the  sudden  and 
profound  impression  produced  by  the  fright.  So  great  was  the 
shock,  and  so  vivid  and  terrible  was  the  impression  made  by  the 
supposed  man  at  the  door,  that  the  apparition  overshadowed  and 
paralyzed  every  other  faculty  of  the  mind,  and  held  it  for  the  time 
being  under  the  dominance  of  this  purely  subjective  vision,  until 
sleep,  nature's  restorer,  induced  an  equilibrium  between  the  sensory 
and  intellectual  ganglia  of  the  brain.  As  the  impression  upon  the 
former  became  obliterated,  the  functions  of  the  latter  resumed 
their  normal  sway. — 86,  Louis  Med.  and  Surg.  Jowr.^  June,  18Y3. 


NEW  MODE  OP  TREATMENT  OF  FUNCTIONAL 
DYSPEPSIA,  ANEMIA.  AND  CHLOROSIS. 

BY   C.    B.    BBOWN-SEQIJAIID,   M.    D. 


In  1861,  I  had  to  treat  a  very  bad  case  of  dyspepsia,  and 
succeeded  to  cure  the*patient  by  a  plan  of  treatment  which,  I 
think,  deserves  attention.  Since  that  time  I  have  employed  it 
with  complete  or  partial  success  in  a  number  of  cases  of  dyspepsia, 
of  chlorosis,  of  anaemia,  and  also  as  a  means  of  ameliorating  or 
curing  nervous  affections  caused  by  gastric  disturbances  or  poverty 
of  blood.  I  could  not  say,  as  I  have  not  kept  notes  of  all  the 
cases,  how  many  times  it  has  succeeded  or  failed.  In  a  number  of 
instances  where  failure  occurred,  I  have  found  that  the  patients 
had  not  carefully  followed  the  rules,  and  that  the  failure  was,  at 
least  in  a  good  measure,  due  to  this  lack  of  care.  In  two  cases 
only,  some  increase  of  flatulency  and  of  acid  eructations  took  place 
during  three  or  four  days,  when  the  plan  was  given  up.    In  a  case 
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of  dropsy,  attended  with  ansBmia,  dyspeptic  pains  were  increased 
for  a  week,  when  the  plan  was  abandoned.  These  are  the  only 
instances  I  remember  in  which  some  bad  effect  was  produced  by 
this  plan,  and  this  aggravation  soon  ceased. 

The  first  patient  I  submitted  to  this  plan  was  a  scientific  man, 
34  years  old  of  strong  constitution,  but  reduced  from  several 
causes,  to  a  lamentable  state  of  health.  For  about  eight  years  he 
had  been  working  very  hard,  taking  no  exercise,  and  living,  almost 
all  the  time,  in  a  vitiated  atmosphere.  He  slept  very  little,  and 
usually  passed  eighteen  or  even  nineteen  hours  a  day  writing, 
reading,  or  experimenting.  His  diet  was  miserable,  and,  with  the 
object  of  avoiding  the  need  of  much  food,  he  took  a  great  deal  of 
coffee.  He  gradually,  though  slowly,  became  exceedingly  weak. 
His  digestion,  which  had  been  very  good  all  his  life,  before  he 
began  to  work  so  much,  had  gradually  become  very  bad.  He 
suffered  greafly  from  pyrosis,  and  a.  feeling  of  great  distress,  and 
gastric  distention  after  each  meal.  Acid  eructations  and  gas 
were  frequently  thrown  up  into  his  mouth,  and  when  he  did  not 
vomit  he  found  that  his  food  remained  on  his  stomach  so  long, 
that,  in  the  morning,  he  frequently  rejected  things  eaten  the 
previous  day. 

At  last  he  had  to  give  up  work  and  stay  in  bed.  But  no  im- 
provement occurred  from  the  rest  he  then  had,  or  from  various 
modes  of  treatment.  His  emaciation  and  weakness  and  dyspeptic 
symptoms  increased,  and  his  friends  decided  to  have  him  removed 
to  the  country.  But  he  was  so  weak  that  he  had  to  be  carried  in 
a  litter  to  the  railway  station. 

After  a  few  days,  finding  that  he  had  not  improved,  I  decided 
to  try  a  radiqal  change  of  his  alimentation,  as  regards  the  quantity 
of  food  to  be  taken  at  a  time.  Instead  of  three  meals  a  day,  I 
made  him  take  sixty  or  more.  Every  twelve  or  fifteen  minutes  he 
took  two  or  three  mouthf uls  of  solid  food,  chiefly  meat  and  bread. 
He  drank  a  little  less  than  a  wine-glass  of  Bordeaux  wine  and 
water  every  thirty  or  forty  minutes.  On  the  very  first  day  this 
mode  of  alimentation  was  begun,  his  digestive  troubles  *  disap- 
peared,'and  within  a  week  he  was  so  well  that  he  returned  to  Paris^ 
not,  however,  to  go  to  work  again,  as  he  been  rendered  wiser,  but  to 
prepare  to  go  to  the  sea-shore.  He  continued  the  same  mode  of  ali- 
mentation for  about  three  weeks,  and  then  gradually  diminished  the 

*  One  of  the  fympUint  whleh  had  preceded  the  othen— meijeism,  pentoted,  and  bai  remaimA 
ever  liDee,  being  now,  ae  before,  of  daily  oocarrence. 
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number  of  homoeopathic  meals,  and  increased  the  amount  taken  at 
«ach  time.  His  strength,  during  tt.e  first  week  had  become  almost 
as  great  as  it  ever  had  been  previous  to  his  illness.  Since  that  time, 
up  to  this  moment,  his  life  had  been  one  of  great  hardship,  which 
he  has  borne  remarkably  well,  and  dyspepsia  has  only  troubled  him 
in  a  slight  degree  rarely,  and  for  short  periods. 

In  one  case  only,  besides  the  preceding,  have  I  seen  as  rapid  a 
return  to  health.  This  was  the  case  of  a  young  lady,  whom  I  saw 
last  year  at  Jamaica  Plain,  in  consultation  with  my  learned  friend, 
Dr.  S.  Cabot,  of  Boston.  In  the  case  of  this  lady,  there  was  this 
additional  good  effect  to  this  hygienic  treatment,  that  the  bowels, 
which  were  very  costive  before,  began  to  act  pretty  well  almost 
at  once. 

The  plan,  as  stated  in  the  above  case,  consists  in  giving  but  very 
little  of  solid  or  fluid  food,  or  any  kind  of  drink,  at  a  time,  and  to 
^ve  these  things  at  regular  intervals  of  from  ten  to  twenty  or 
thirty  minutes.  All  sorts  of  food  be  taken  in  that  way,  but  during 
the  short  period  when  such  a  trial  is  made,  it  is  obvious  that  the 
fancies  of  patients  are  to  be  laid  aside,  and  that  nourishing  food, 
•such  as  roasted  or  broiled  meat,  and  especially  beef  and  mutton, 
eggs,  well-baked  bread,  and  milk,  with  butter  and  cheese,  and  a 
very  moderate  quantity  of  vegetables  and  fruit,  ought  to  constitute 
the  dietary  of  the  patients  we  try  to  relieve.  This  plan  should  be 
pursued  two  or  three  weeks,  after  which  the  patient  should 
gradually  return  to  the  ordinary  system  of  eating  three  times  a 
day. 

It  is  hardly  possible  to  give  more  detailed  rules  as  regards  this 
bygienic  mode  of  treatment.  On  the  one  hand,  I  have  found  few 
persons  willing  or  able  to  follow  it  fully.  On  the  other  hand, 
many  patients,  especially  those  who  have  no  dyspepsia,  do  not  need 
to  take  so  minute  an  amount  of  food  at  a  time.  Besides,  it  is 
certain  that  the  quantity .  of  food  required  varies  notably  in 
•different  persons.  Prof.  John  C.  Dalton  states  thai  the  entire 
amount  of  food  needed  by  a  man  in  full  health  and  taking  free 
'exercise  is;  of  meat,  16  oz.  av.;  bread,  19  oz.j  fat,  3^^  oz.;  and 
of  water,  52  fl.  oz.;  ie  about  2^  lbs  of  solid  food,  rather  more  than 
three  pints  of  fluid.  According  to  Dr.  Edward  Smith  and  other 
hygienists,  the  amount  of  solid  food  and  water  required  each  day 
is  notably  larger  than  that  marked  out  by  the  able  American 
physiologist  I  have  named. 
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My  experience  with  the  patients  on  whom  I  have  tried  the  plan 
of  feeding  above  mentioned,  shows  that  the  amount  of  solid  food 
required  by  the  adult  is  nearly  always  as  follows:  from  12  to  18 
oz.  of  cooked  meat,  and  from  18  to  24  ounces  of  bread.  As 
regards  the  quantity  of  fluids  I  have  allowed,  it  has  always  been 
notably  less  than  the  amount  indicated  by  Dr.  Dalton  (3  pints,) 
and  Dr.  E.  Smith  4^  to  5  pints. 

I  hardly  need  say  that  in  carrying  out  the  plan  I  propose, 
attention  must  be  paid  to  three  points:  1st,  the  liking  and 
disliking  of  certain  things  by  the  patient;  2nd,  the  importance 
of  variety  in  food;  drd,  the  digestibility  of  certain  things  com- 
pared  with  others,  digestibility  which  varies  immensely  in  different 
patients.  When  I  found  there  was  no  disgust  for  a  meat  and 
bread  diet,  I  ordered  that  roasted  beef  or  mutton,  witfi  bread,  be 
the  almost  only  kinds  of  solid  food  taken.  But  most  patients  were 
either  soon  disgusted  with  this  diet,  or  refused  even  to  try  it. 
Having  ascertained  this,  I  allowed  the  selection  by  each  patient 
of  his  own  dietary,  insisting,  however,  that  the  quantity  of  cooked 
meat  should  be  at  least  12  ounces  a  day.  The  most  varied  diet, 
as  regards  the  kinds  of  food,  can  be  followed,  however,  under  this 
plan,  as  well  as  when  one  has  only  two  or  three  meals  a  day.  The 
only  absolutely  essential  points  are  thai  the  amount  of  food  taken 
every  ten,  fifteen,  twenty,  or  thirty  minutes,  be  very  small  (from 
two  to  four  mouthfuls),  and  that  the  quantity  of  solid  food  in  a 
day  be  from  thirty-two  to  forty  ounces,  or  a  little  less  when, 
instead  of  water,  the  patient  drinks  beef-tea  or  milk. 

I  will  not  enter  into  long  explanations  to  show  how  a  marked 
benefit,  or  a  cure,  can  be  obtained  in  functional  dyspepsia,  in 
ansBmia,  and  other  affections,  by  this  mode  of  alimentation,  I  will 
simply  say  that  the  facts  I  have  observed  agree  with  the  view  that 
we  are  naturally  organized,  like  most  if  not  all  animals,  to  eat  very 
frequently,  and  not,  as  we  do,  two,  three,  or  four  times  a  day.  It 
seems  certaki,  from  the  facts  I  have  observed,  that  functional 
dyspepsia,  when  once  it  has  begun  (never  mind  by  what  cause)j  is 
kept  up  and  increased  by  distention  of  the  walls  of  the  stomach. 
This  fact  is  already  well  known,  and  physicians  generally 
recommend  that  the  quantity  of  liquid  taken  be  very  small,  and 
that  the  solid  food  be  as  nourishing  as  possible,  so  that  its  bulk 
may  be  reduced,  with  the  view  of  avoiding  great  dilatation  by  the 
fluid  and  solid  substances  introduced  in  the  gastric  douche     But 
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although  deriving  some  benefit  from  this  diminution  of  distention, 
many  patients  continue  to  suffer  who  might  be  benefited  or  cured 
by  the  plan  I  propose. 

It  may  be  asked  if  there  is  no  danger  that  distention  of  the' 
stomach,  by  a  full  ordinary  meal,  after  a  patient  has  followed  for 
two,  three  or  four  weeks,  the  plan  I  propose,  would  not  be  more 
difficult  and  a  source  of  greater  trouble  than  before  that  organ  had 
been  allowed  to  contract  considerably  during  the  time  this  plan 
has  been  pursued.  Facts  answer  this  question  in  a  way  that  leaves 
no  doubt.  The/e  has  never  been,  in  the  cases  I  have  attended,  the 
least  trace  of  an  increased  trouble  due  to  that  cause*.  Even  those 
patients  who  have  not  derived  benefit  from  my  plan  of  alimentation, 
and  among  them  two  who  had,  while  following  it,  more  acidity 
and  flatulency,  have,  at  any  rate,  had  no  increased  trouble  after 
having  given  it  up.  It  is  probable  that  the  good  obtained  from 
this  plan  in  dyspeptic  patients  depends  at  first  on  the  rest  given  to 
the  irritated  stomach,  and  subsequently  on  a  great  amelioration  i)i 
the  quality  of  the  gastric  juice. 

.  In  anffimia  and  chlorosis,  not  complicated  with  dyspepsia,  the 
advantage  of  this  plan  lies  in  the  rapidity  of  formation  of  blood 
from  the  notably  increased  amount  of  food  that  the  patient  can 
digest. 

I  have  made  but  very  few  trials — and  incomplete  ones — of  this 
plan,  in  cases  of  organic  affections  of  the  stomach.  I  cannot  but 
think,  however,  that  it  deserves  being  tried  in  most  of  such  cases. 

Against  the  obstinate  vomiting  of  pregnancy,  this  plan  has 
already  been  employed  successfully  by  a  number  of  physicians, 
and  once  by  myself  in  a  case  in  which  many  modes  of  medical 
treatment  had  failed. — Archives  of  Scientific  and  Practical 
Medicine. — Texas  Medical  Journal^  May,  1873. 


OF 

Therapeutics  and  Materia  Medica. 


Diagnosis  of  Neuralgia. 

In  my  last  4ecture  I  indicated  to  you  the  prominent  character- 
istics of  neuralgia,  and  this  affords  the  bapis  fop  dingr.of  is.  Your 
diagnostic  markj*,  therefore,  Avill  1  c — 
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1.  The  character  of  the  pain  in  reference  to  dnration.  It  is 
either  truly  and  completely  intermittent,  with  intervals  of  entire 
ease,  or  at  least  with  regularly  marked  periods  of  abatement,  un- 
accounted for  by  other  corresponding  symptoms. 

2.  The  pain  is  very  much  more  severe  than  the  amount  of 
general  constitutional  disturbance  would  seem  to  justify.  In 
former  times,  when  the  nature  of  nervous  diseases  was  little 
understood,  many  a  poor  sufferer  has  been  condemned  by  an 
ignorant  doctor  as  nervous^  because  he  complained  of  pain,  and 
had  no  fever  or  dirty  tongue,  or  diarrhoea,  etc.,  to\5orroborate  his 
complaints. 

3.  In  the  vast  majority  of  cases  the  pain  is  unilateral,  and  is 
limited  to  particular  nerves  and  their  branches.  When  bilateral 
it  is  symmetrical. 

4.  Fatigue,  overexertion  of  any  kind,  but  especially  of  the 
mind,  aggravates  the  pain.  . 

Recognizing  these  characteristics  or  diagnostic  marks  clearly, 
you  will  then  look  for  evidence  of — 

1.  A  neuralgic  history,  either  personal  or  hereditary. 

2.  For  some  peripheral  source  of  irritation,  such  as  a  mechani- 
al  irritant,  a  wound,  a  scar,  carious  tooth,  etc. ;  the  overexertion 
of  some  particular  organ,  as  the  eye,  for  example. 

3.  For  the  evidences  of  some  blood-poison,  either  malarial, 
rheumatic,  or  syphilitic. 

4.  In  old  cases. look  for  tender  points,  where  the  nerves  affected 
emerge  from  the  bones. 

5.  And  lastly,  for  reflex  effects  upon  the  circulation,  the  vaso- 
motor nerves,  upon  glandular  secretion,  or  upon  nutrition  of  tissues, 
or  upon  motor  or  sensory  nerves,  as  in  local  paralysis  or  anaesthesias. 
— Walter  Hay,  M.  D.,  iji  Chicago  Medical  Journal, — Neu)  York 
Medical  Review^  June,  1873.  ^ 


Burns- 

The  remedies  used  in  the  treatment  of  this  class  of  accidents 

are  as  numerous  as  the  visiting  surgeons  and  house  surgeons  are 
disposed  to  devise. 

Common  white  paint  kept  continually  spread  on  the  surface,  is 
a  remedy  quite  commonly  used. 
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Equal  parts  of  Goulard's  cerate  and  sweet  oil  is  a  remedy 
favorably  knowiu 

A  very  satisfactory  remedy  is  Dr.  Buck's  bum-mixture.  The 
following  is  the  formula  for  its  preparation: — 

5.     Gum  Tragacanth , |    ij. 

Gum  Acacia §  iv. 

Molasses 

Aqua aa  Oj. 

Mix  the  gum  and  water,  and  let  them  remain  until  thoroughly 
dissolved,  and  then  add  the  molasses. 

This  is  spread  over  the  surface  with  a  brush,  forming  a  con- 
tinuous coating,  and  if  removed  by  the  process  of  suppuration,  it 
is  to  be  immediately  re-applied. 

Syr.  Acaciee,  with  suflScient  glycerine  to  make  a  liquid  which 
can  easily  be  spread,  is  sometimes  used,  and  then  covered  with 
lycopodium. —  Cincinnati  Medical  Neics^  June,  1873. 


Phthisis. 

The  general  therapeutics  in  these  cases  are  such  as  the  profession 
are  already  familiar  with.  The  only  new  remedy  which  has  been 
employed  for  the  relief  of  night-sweats  is  the  tr.  of  belladonna, 
given  in  ordinary  doses,  once  or  twice  a  day.  This  remedy  has 
given  very  satisfactory  results  in  all  cases  in  which  it  has  been 
used. 

For  the  purpose  of  subduing  the  fever,  which  in  some  cases 
becomes  the  most  prominent  symptom  for  treatment,  Heim's  pill 
has  been  used  with  excellent  results: 

5     Pulv.  herb.  Digitalis 3     ss. 

Pulv.  rad.  Ipecac 

Pulv.  Opii  puri x aa  gr.  v. 

Extract  Helenii q.   suf . 

Pill  No.  XX.     Consp,  pulv.  rad.  ind.  flor. 
S.  A  pill  three  times  a  day. 

To  control  the  diarrhoea  which  sometimes  appears,  salicine  has 
been  used  with  better  success  than  any  other  remedy  which  has 
been  employed.  It  is  given  in  ten-grain  doses  every  four  hours, 
either  in  the  form  of  apill  or  powder,  as  may  be  most  agreeable  to 
the  patient.  Dr.  Drake,  House  Physician,  who  introduced  it  into  the 
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hospital,  has  treated  seven  cases  by  the  use  of  salicine,  which  had 
resisted  every  form  of  treatment  which  had  been  adopted,  and 
cured  every  one  of  them.  What  is  equally  satisfactory  is,  they 
have  remained  cured.  Salicine  has*  therefore  come  to  be  one  of  the 
methods  of  treatment  for  chronic  diarrhcea,  whatever  cause  it  may 
be  dependent  upon,  or  with  whatever  disease  it  may  be  associated. 
There  are  occasional  cases  which  do  not  respond  to  this  remedy; 
but  in  general,  the  results  have  been  far  more  satisfactory  than  with 
the  use  of  any  other  remedy. — Med.  Record. — NaahviUe  Journal 
of  Medicine  and  Surgery ^  June,  1873. 


Resina  QopalbM  as  a  Diuretic. 

(Za/ioe^  March  22,  1873.)  Dr.  Wilks  speaks  with  the  greatest 
confidence  of  the  value  of  the  resin  of  copaiba  as  a  diuretic.  The 
ordinary  copaiba  has  long  been  kncwn  for  its  action  on  the  kidney, 
and  is  occasionally  used  in  dropsy,  but  the  nauseous  taste  of  the 
oleo-resin  has  almost  forbidden  its  employment.  The  oil  separated 
from  the  resin  is  officinal,  and  is  often  prescribed  in  gonorrhoBa 
instead  of  the  compound  substance.  It  is  thought  that  the  oil 
acts  more  especially  on  the  mucous  membranes,  and  is  therefore 
useful  in  affections  of  the  bronchial,  vesical,  and  urethral  surfaces. 
If  this  be  so,  it  is  equally  certain  that  the  diuretic  properties  reside 
in  the  resin.  Dr.  Wilks  has  found  it  very  difficult  for  patients  to 
take  the  ordinary  pharmacopceial  drug,  and  almost  impossible  to 
get  general  practitioners  to  sanction  its  administration  in  private 
practice;  he  therefore  has  substituted  for  it  the  simple  resin,  and 
finds  it  equally  or  more  efficacious.  He  gives  fifteen  or  twenty 
grains  in  mucilage  and  flavored  water  three  or  four  times  a  day, 
and  has  had  numerous  cases  showing  its  marked  diuretic  properties. 
There  was  in  Guy's  Hospital  a  man  who  came  in  with  ascites,  and 
who,  after  taking  numerous  other  remedies,  was  ordered  the  resin. 
.The  amount  of  urine  was  at  once  doubled  in  quantity,  and  after  a 
few  days  the  fluid  almost  entirely  disappeared.  Dr.  Wilks  states 
that  he  has  lately  had  as  a  private  patient  a  '^  drunkard  builder,'^ 
for  whom  he  likewise  prescribed  the  resin ;  a  diuretic  action  was  at 
once  effected,  and  the  dropsy  quickly  disappeared.  In  heart  oases 
also  he  has  given  it  with  great  success.  Lately  there  was  in  the 
hospital  a  girl  with  mitral  disease  and  considerable  dropsy,  who 
took  the  usual  medicines  without  effect,  and  was  then  ordered  the 
copaiba.  It  at  once  produced  the  desired  effect,  and  the  fluid  was 
dispersed.      Dr.  Wilks  says  he  has  often  given  the  remedy  and 
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failed;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  when  it  has  sacceeded,  the  resalt 
has  been  more  striking  than  with  any  other  diuretic  he  has  seen. 
He  would  desire  to  see  it  introduced  into  the  Pharmacopceia,  as  it' 
is  not  kept  by  chemists,  although  he  is  informed  it  is  used  largely 
by  perfumers,  and  the  resin  thrown  away  in  large  quantities  as  a 
waste  material. —  Virginia  Clinical  Record^  June,  1873. 


Muriate  of  Iron  In  Erysipelas. 

I  observed,  in  a  late  number  of  your  valuable  R^orterj  the 
treatment  of  erysipelas  by  a  number  of  physicians,  all  of  whom 
disagree  as  to  the  dose  of  the  tinct.  muriat.  f  errL  I  must  say  that 
I  cannot  exactly  agree  with  either  of  them,  though  I  think  the 
medicine  is  the  nearest  a  specific  of  any  I  have  found  in  an  ex- 
perience of  forty  years.  I  have  been  very  successful  in  this  com- 
plaint by  treating  it  as  follows: — I  beg^n  with  a  dose  of  twelve 
drops,  which  I  increase  to  thirteen  in  two  hours,  and  so  on, 
increasing  one  drop  every  two  hours,  night  and  day,  untU  the 
the  disease  stops  spreading.  I  have  never  yet  exceeded  forty-five 
drops  at  one  dose.  After  the  disease  has  ran  four  days,  I  either 
discontinue  the  iron  and  give  quinine,  or  give  quinine  simultaneous- 
ly with  the  iron.  With  regard  to  external  treatment  I  have  not 
much  faith  in  the  efficacy  of  any  kind,  but  in  some  cases  I  have 
used  to  good  advantage  the  sulphite  of  soda,  half  an  ounce  to  a 
pint  of  water,  applied  as  a  wash.  The  average  length  of  time 
of  sickness  by  this  treatment  has  been  about  six  days,  the  extremes 
being  four  to  eight  days.  t.  j.  stbvbnb,  m.  d. 

— Medical  and  Surgical  JReportery  June  V,  1873. 


Treatment  of  Diabetes  by  Arson lo. 

Dr.  Devergie  {Za  France  Medicale,  March  19th,)  observes  that 
cases  of  diabetes  differ  extremely  and  cannot  all  be  treated  alike. 
The  cutting  off  of  starchy  diet  is  excellent,  but  it  is  painful 
treatment  in  many  cases,  and  many  patients  are  apt  to  relax  much 
in  attention  to  its  exigencies.  The  privation  of  bread  is  kept  to 
with  great  difficulty.  He  affirms  that  arsenical  preparations  have 
the  power  in  many  instances  of  getting  rid  of  sugar  from  the  urine. 
Called  to  treat  a  case  of  prurigo  vulv«,  in  a  lady,  Dr.  Devergie- 
prescribed  arsenic,  and  it  was  soon  discovered  that  the  lady  had. 
glycosuria  in  addition  to  prurigo.  This  lady  was  cured  of  both 
maladies  by  means  of  the  employment  of  arsenic.  He  then  had! 
the  idea  of  treating  all   his  diabetic   patients  with  arsenic,  and. 
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found  the  sagar  often  disappear  completely,  or  become  greatly 
lessened  in  quantity^  withont  the  patients  much  altenng  their  diet. 
—  77ie  Doctor. — Nashville  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery y 
June,  1873. 


CSonorrhtta,  Gleet,  Etc. 

We  have  recently  known  a  number  of  very  obstinate  cases 
of  gleet  relieved  by  the  introduction  of  a  catheter,  smeared  with 
mild  zinc  ointment,  once  or  twice  per  day.  Many  recent  cases  of 
gonorrhcBa  are  much  relieved  by  the  same  means,  with  the  addition 
of  a  little  carbolic  acid,  sulphate  of  zinc  or  nitrate  of  silver.  An 
injection,  containing  abool;  2  grs.  of  sulphate  of  zinc  to  the  ounce 
of  water,  and  the  whole  made  thick  as  cream,  with  finely -powderd 
golden  seal  ^(Hydrastis  Canadensis),  is  deemed  worth  from  $500  to 
$1000  by  those  who  have  been  very  speedily  cured  by  it.  At  least, 
such  is  their  verbal  estimate  of  its  value.  It  is  thrown  into  the 
urethra,  and  allowed  to  remain  as  long  as  it  will. — Med.  T^mes. — 
Canada  Lancet, — NaahviUe  Jour,  of  Med,  and  &urg,y  June,  1873. 


New  Application  to  Corner- 
When  a  young  man  (says  a  correspondent  of  the  Country 
G-entleman^)  I  used  to  be  very  much  annoyed  by  those  painful  ex- 
crescences called  "corns,"  on  the  toes  and  feet,  until  I  was  told  of 
a  very  simple  but  effectual  remedy  for  them  by  some  person.  It 
was  to  bathe  the  feet  in  tepid  water,  to  soften  them;  then  pare  them 
off  very  closely  with  a  sharp  knife;  then  rub  on  well  green  peach- 
tree  leaves;  when,  after  continuing  the  rubbing  once  or  twice  a  day, 
the  corns  will  entirely  disappear,  and  not  return,  without  the  cause 
which  first  occasioned  them.  I  have  often  tried  the  remedy,  and 
never  found  it  to  fail  yet.  It  seems  to  be  the  prussic  acid  in  the 
peach-tree  leaves  that  takes  them  away. — Nashville  Journal  of 
Medicine  and  Surgery. 


Prurigo  Treated  with  Iodoform. 

Prof.  Tanturri,  of  Naples,  recommends  for  the  obstinate  itching 
disease  of  the  skin  known  as  prurigo. an  ointment  of  iodoform. 
This  (iodoform)  has  strong  anaesthetic  properties,  so  that  it  is 
efficacious  by  deadening  the  sensibility  of  the  nerves  of  the  surface. 
Iodoform  contains  about  90  p.  c.  of  iodine.  When  piles  are  very 
painful,  especially  during  defacation,  such  ointment  would  be 
found  to  possess  great  virtue.  Moutre's  formula  for  suppositories 
is: — 
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9     Iodoform,  Powdered 20  grains. 

Cocoa  Butter 1    drachm. 

Melt  and  mix  for  suppositories. 

For  friction  of  the  skin,  the  ointment  is  made  of  the  strength 
of  one  drachm  of  the  iodoform  to  an  ounce  of  simple  ointment. — 
The  Druggists'^  Circular  and  Chemical  Gazette. 


OfVonslve  Breath. 

For  this  purpose,  almost  the  only  substance  that  should  be  ad- 
mitted at  the  toilet  is  the  concentrated  solution  of  chloride  of  soda; 
from  six  to  ten  drops,  in  a  wine-glassful  of  pure  spring-water,  to  be 
taken  immediately  after  the  operations  of  the  morning  are  com- 
pleted. In  some  cases  the  odor  arising  from  carious  teeth  is 
combined  with  that  of  the  stomach.  If  the  mouth  be  well  rinsed 
with  a  teaspoonful  of  the  solution  of  the  chloride  in  a  tumbler 
of  water,  the  bad  odor  of  the  teeth  will  be  removed. — Boston 
Jour,  of  Chemistry, — Dental  Cosmos^  February,  1873. 


Carbolic  Acid  in  Gonorrhoea. 

Mr.  John  Ashmead  states  that  he  has  been  using,  for  the  last  five 
months,  carbolic  acid  in  combination  with  glycerin  and  tannin,  as 
an  injection  in  cases  of  gonorrhoea,  and  has  found  it  quite  as 
efficacious  as  Mr.  Wood  described  in  a  former  contribution.  The 
formula  employed  consists  of  eight  grains  of  carbolic  acid,  eight 
grains  of  tannic  acid,  half  an  ounce  of  glycerine,  and  water  to  one 
ounce.  It  appears  to  act  as  an  antiseptic,  arrests  the  discharge, 
and  shortens  the  course  of  the  disease. — -Medical  JStcaminer. — 
— The  Western  Lancet^  May,  1873. 


Fluid  Extract  of  Aconite  as  a  Local  Application. 

For  two  years  past  I  liave  made  numerous  experiments  with 
aconite  topically  applied.  After  requesting  others  to  use  it  thus, 
I  am  enabled,  from  their  experience  and  my  own,  to  deduce  the 
following  results:  All  cases  of  swelled  face  arising  from  dental 
and  neuralgic  pains  yield  readily  to  a  solution  of  the  fluid  extract 
and  water,  equal  parts. — Dr.  E.  J  Marshy  in  JShieetic  Med.  Jour. 
— Dental  Cosmos^  June,  1878. 


Ulcerative  Stomatitis. 

Dr.  Fordyoe  Barker  says:      In  the  treatment  of  this  affection, 
for  a  few  years  past,  I  have  mainly  relied  upon  the  sulphites  either 
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of  magnesia  or  of  soda,  and  I  have  cured  my  cases  more  rapidly 
than  I  formerly  did,  when  I  depended  upon  the  chlorate  of  potassa, 
borate  of  soda,  etc. — Southern  Med.  Mecord, — Defital  Cosmos^ 
June,  1873. 


Iodide  of  Potassium  In  Bright's  Disease. 

Professor  Cymi,  of  Brussels,  and  others,  have  found  favorable 
results  from  the  administration  of  large  doses  of  this  salt  in  the 
second  stages  of  Bright's  Disease. — The  Druggists^  Circular  and 
Chemical  Gazette. 


Sal  Id  n  In  obstinate  Olarrhosa. 

Dr.  Mattison,  of  Chester,  New  Jersy,    {Philadelphia  Med.  He- 

porter y  Feb.  1,)  has  treated  the  most  obstinate  diarrhoea  with  great 

success  by  giving  salicin  in  small  doses,  frequently  repeated — say 

two  or  three  grains   every  four  hours  to   an   adult. —  Cincinnati 

Medical  News. — Nashville  Jour,  of  Medicine  and  Surg.  May,  1873. 


Phosphorus  In  Neuralocia, 

Mr.  Bradley,  of  Manchester,  Eng.,  speaks  of  having  excellent 
results  in  some  cases  of  neuralgia,  from  the  administration  of 
phosphorus.  He  says:  "It  will  not  cure  every  case;  but  when  the 
neuralgia  is  accompanied  by  much  nervous  waste,  as  is  often  the 
case  in  nervous  and  sanguino-nervous  temperaments,  then  it  rarely 
fails  to  put  an  end  to  the  paroxysm." — Medical  Record^  Feb.  1873. 


1 1  »  ■  I 
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Attalla,  Etowah  Oo.,  Ala.,  June,  20th.,  1878. 
Messrs.  Tilden  &  Co.,  Dear  Sirs: — 

As  H  has  been  my  lot  to  reside  in  a  malarial  section  of  countiy  for 
several  yeazs,  and  I  have  so  often  witnessed  the  intense  suffering  of  patients 
at  the  heginning  of  what  we  pometimes  call  biKous  chills,  by  intense 
vomiting,  I  herewith  give  my  treatment  for  the  same : 

Q     Tinct.  Ctolseminum. 

**        Cohosh,     aa Ji. 

Emulsion  Gum  Acacia  and  Water, |  li. 

Oil  Sassafras, xxv.  gtts. 

Sacch.  Alb Q.  8. 
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Dose — ^Teaspoonfnl  with  Morphin  Sulph.  l-8tli  gr.  Bismuth  8ab.  Nit. 
5  grs.    Repeat  if  necessary. 

Should  the  first  dose  be  thrown  up  and  the  vomiting  severe,  I  generally 
give  the  second  dose  in  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  immediately  following, 
with  a  few  swallows  of  water  as  hot  as  the  patient  can  bear. 

I  seldom  give  the  third  dose  as  the  above  is  almost  positive  relief  I 
use  the  emulsion  above  alluded  to  in  almost  all  forms  of  fever,  and  have 
never  yet  found  an3rthing  with  which  I  could  so  readily  control  all  febrile 
affections.  Add  to  this  prescription  Tart.  Antimonii  et  Potasss  and 
Yeratrum,  and  we  have  a  potent  remedy  in  acute  pneumonia. 

I  usually  continue-  the  emulsion  in  intermittents  until  relief,  by  giving 
it  about  four  times  per  day. 

During  the  intermission  in  ordinary  tertian,  I  use  the  following: 

$     Quinine xxz  grs. 

Piperine xv  grs. 

Hydrastin vi  grs. 

Gum  Acaciffi Q.  S. 

Make  into  pills  18. 

Give  one  every  iour  to  six  hours  during  intermission,  commencing  in 
the  morning  of  the  alternate  day  and  continue  until  from  six  to  twelve 
pills  are  taken,  owing  to  the  constitution,  idiosyncrasy,  &c.,  of  the  patient 

Respectfully, 

M.  E.  DOZIER,   M.  D. 


« 
'■  ^  •■ 


MENORRHAGIA. 


Sanders'  Store,  Oarteret  Co.,  N.  C,  June  80,  1878. 
For  the  Jownal  of  Materia  Mediea, 

The  only  remedy  that  has  never  failed  in  my  hands  is  the  aromatic  sul- 
phuric acid.  The  next  most  potent  drug  has  been  ergot — the  former  in 
acute,  the  latter  in  the  passive  form  of  this  diseasie.  In  severe  cases  I 
usually*  prescribe  the  acid  in  20  M.  doses,  repeated  every  two  hours  until 
the  hemorrhage  abates  or  is  checked.  In  conjunction  with  ice  or  snow  va- 
ginal plugs,  this  remedy  bears  to  this  complaint  a  very  near  relation  to  a 
specific.  The  passive  and  chronic  forms  of  menorrhagia  sometimes  yield 
to  ergot  like  magic — of  the  fi.  ext.  the  dose  is  half  a  teaspoonful  in  w9.tgT 
three  to  six  times  daily — ^the  minimum  dose  generally  sufidng.  It  is  ma- 
terially aided  by  cold  water  rectal  injections,  once  or  twice  daily — ^recum- 
bency or  the  usual  cautions,  of  course,  to  be  enjoined. 

J.  W.  SANDERS,  M.  D. 
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By  an  inadvertence  we  omitted  to  give  due  credit  to  the  CHICAGO 
MEDICAL  JOURNAL  for  the  very  interesting  Article  on  ''Elixir  lodo. 
Bromide  of  Calcium  Compound  in  Scrofulous  Induration  of  the  Nose'*  by 
X.  T.  Bates,  M.  D.,  published  in  our  last  issue — We  hasten  to  rectify  the 
error  and  to  express  our  regret  that  it  should  have  occurred. 


»  • 


We  owe  the  a/nunde  honorable  to  our  esteemed  cotemporary  the 
PHiLADBLFHiA  MBDiOAL  TIMES  for  unintentional  omissibn  to  give  it  due 
credit  for  the  very  able  article  on  the  action  of  Digitalis,  published  in  our 
May  issue — page  145.  We  endeavor  in  all  cases  to  observe  the  strict  rule 
of  Journalistic  etiquette  and  when,  as  in  this  instance,  unconscibusly  at 
fault,  are  prompt  to  acknowledge  and  correct  it. 


>♦  »  • 


FOR  SALE. 


I  would  like  to  sell  my  residence,  <fec.,  in  the  village  of  Union  Giove» 
Kacine  Co.,  Wis.,  good  community,  good  ride,  and  all  surroundings  for 
a  good  physician;  terms,  reasonable. 

H.  D.  ADAMS,  M.  D. 


FOB  SALE. 


I  will  sey  my  property  and  practice  to  any  reputable  physician.   A  good 
chance  for  a  physician  who  wishes  to  locate  in  the  West.    Address 

E.  H.  KING,  M.  D.,  Steamboat  Rock,  Hardin  Co.,  Iowa. 


^^Correspondents  will  oblige  us  by  writing  plainly  their  Na/meSy 
Toton,  Cottnty  and  State,  We  are  f^quently  unable  to  answer  letters  be- 
cause these  are  omitted. 
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PTROLA  ROTUNDIFOLIA. 

(  Wintergreen.) 


BY  JOSEPH  BATES,   IC.  D. 


Natural  Order. — Ericaceae. 

In  the  Linnean,  or  sexual  system,  this  plant  will  be  found  in 
Class  Decandria  and  Order  Monogynicu 

Generic  Character. — Flowers  Polypetalous,  regular;  calyx 
6-parted;  styles  longer  than  the  stamens;  anthers  with  2  pores  at 
the  base  before,  and  the  top  after,  the  opening  of  the  flower; 
capsule  5-celled,  dehiscent  at  the  angles  near  the  base. 

Specific  Character. — (Blossoms  in  June,  white,  root  peren- 
mal)i  Style  declined,  leaves  rounded  or  broad-oval,  obeoletely 
serrulate,  sub-coriaceous,  shining;  petiole  about  as  lone  as  the 
lamina ;  scape  many- flowered,  flowers  bracted. 

Usually  grows  to  the  hight  of  from  6  to  12  inche& 

Popular  Name& — Wintergreen,  false  wintergreen,  round 
leaved  wintergreen,  shin-leaf. 

Habitat. — It  is  said  to  be  a  native  of  the  north  of  Europe, 
though  it  flourishes  in  Germany,  Switzerland,  the  south  of  Francei 
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and  the  north  of  Italy.     It  is  common  in  most  parts  of  the  United 
Sstate. 

Medical  Properties. — Tonic,  astringent,  diuretic,  and  anti-' 
spasmodic. 

jHistort. — The  Editor  of  the  Universal  Herbal  remarks : — 
^^That  the  Germans  use  this  plant  in  all  their  wound-drinks,  and 
in  many  of  their  ointments  and  plastera  A  decoction  of  the 
leaves,  with  the  addition  of  a  little  cinnamon  and  red  wine,  re- 
strains overflowings  of  the  menses,  and  cures  bloody  stools,  ulcers 
of  the  bladder,  and  bloody  urine,  if  Hill's  testimony  be  correct 
It  has  been  used  to  some  extent  in  domestic  practice  as  a  diuretic 
in  cases  of  dropsy.  Its  name,  Pyrola,  is  derived  from  the  Latin 
pyrus^  a  pear,  from  its  pear-shapqjl  leaf. 

Therapeutical  Employment. 

Various  Ouianeous  Mruptions. — Dr.  KiNQ  remarks  that  this 
plant  is  used  in  decoction,  both  internally  and  externally  in 
various  cutaneous  eruptions,  likewise  in  a  carcinomatous  or 
scrofulous  taint  of  the  systeuL  Various  other  remedies  can  be 
successfully  employed  in  conjunction  with  this  agent,  among  which, 
hyposulphite  of  soda  has  claims  for  consideration,  and  may  be 
alternated  with  pyrola. 

In  chronic  cutaneous  affections,  this  salt  was  first  employed, 
and  brought  into  favorable  notoriety  by  Ohaussier  and  Biett,  but 
it  fell  into  disuse  till  1844,  when  it  was  again  used  with  gieat  suc- 
cess by  M.  OuESNEVlLLE,  who  regards  it  as  peculiarly  serviceable  in 
the  skin  diseases  of  scrofulous  subjects.  In  Psoriasis^  Oazenave 
recommends  the  following : 

^     SodsB  Hyposulph,         -        -  ■     gr.  Ixxiv. 

Syr.  Sarsaparillse,    -        -      .  -        -     • 
Syr.  Daphnae  Mezer,     -        -        -         -  aa    f.  5  v. 

M.  ^Dose,  a  tablespoonful  night  and  morning. 

From  the  feet  that  Sulphurous  Acid  destroys  vegetable*  life,  a 
solution  of  this  salt  decomposed  by  the  addition  of  an  acid  is  a 
valuable  application  in  Skin  Diseases  connected  with  vegetable 
parasitic  growths^  as  Porrigo^  (Waring). 

Z«tcorrAcBa.7— Pyrola  is  said  to  be  successfully  used  in  the 
treatment  of  Leucorrhoea,  both  internally  and  externally.  It  may 
be  alternated  to  advantage  with  alum. 
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Dr.  Wabing  observes: — "In  Leuoorrhoea,  Alum  oombined 
with  PiL  Aloes  Co.  proves  highly  serviceabla  It  may  be  given 
in  doses  of  gr.  viij.  thrice  daily.  It  also  forms,  with  Sulphate  of 
^nc  (Liq.  Aluminis  Ca,)  an  excellent  vaginal  injection.  The 
decoction  of  oak  bark  also  forms  a  good  vehicle.  Alun[i,  grs  Ix. 
ad.  Decoct  Oj.)  Dr.  Bume  found  this  solution  most  serviceable 
when  simplijr  applied  continuously  to  the  external  parts.  Dr. 
Dswsss  states  in  some  obstinate  cases  he  has  effected  a  cure  by 
Alum  (gr.  v.)  and  Nitre  (gr.  x.,)  thrice  daUy.  The  injection 
iound  most  serviceable  by  Dr.  Tylsb  Smith  is  as  follows : 

9     Alum  Sulph. 5   Rs. 

Tannin 3i-3y. 

Aq. Oij. 

One-half  to  be  used  at  night  and  the  other  in  the  morning." 

Uterine  DisecLsee. — Pyrola  is  said  to  have  a  good  effect  in  the 
treatment  of  some  forms  of  uterine  diseases. 

Dr.  King  observes  relative  to  this  plant: — "As  a  local  ap. 
plication  it  will  be  found  of  service  in  sore  throat,  and  ulcerations 
of  the  mouth,  indolent  ulcers,  ophthalmia,  ete.,  and  forms  an 
excellent  soothing  poultice  for  boils,  carbuncles,  and  all  painful 
tumo«  or  swellings.  The  decoction,  taken  internally,  is  said  to 
be  valuable  in  many  urinary  affections,  as  gravel,  hematuria,  and 
ulceration  of  the  bladder,  and  in  some  nervous  diseases.  The 
decoction  and  extract  have  been  used  with  success  in  convulsions, 
and  form  a  large  portion  of  a  popular  nostrum  for  epilepay. 
Dose  of  the  decoction  one  or  two  fluid-ounces." 

PRBPABATION. 

Fluid  Extract        -        -        Dose—  1  to  2  Drams. 

INFUSION  OF  WINTBBGBBKN, 

Fluid  Extract        -        .        .        .     Two  Ounces. 
Water One  Pint 

Dose— two  or  three  ounces.     Also  used  as  a  wash. 
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CROCUS  SATIVUS. 
{Saffron.) 

BY  JOSSPH  BATES,   K.   B. 


Natural  Obder. — Iridace®. 

In  the  Linnean  .System,  this  plant  belongs  to  Class  Tbiakdria, 
and  to  Order  Monogynia. 

Generic  Character — Spathe  radical :  corol  fannel-form,  with 
a  long  slender  tube:  stigma  deep  gashed,  crested:  corol,  6-parted, 
equal 

Specific  Character — Leaves  linear,  radical,  with  revolnte 
margins,  stigma  exsert,  with  three  long-linear  segments ;  stamens 
inserted  into  the  tube. 

Habitat. — A  native  of  the  East,  probably  of  Asia  Minor. 
Cultivated  in  Italy,  Sicily,  Germany,  Hungary,  France,  Spain, 
England,  United  States  and  other  countries. 

Medicinal.  Propertie& — Smmenagogue,  Stimulant  and  Dia- 
phoretic. 

HfSTORY. — Crocua  Gt.  krokos,  safiron,  which  some  contend  is 
from  the  Hebrew ;  otners  say  it  is  from  Crocus,  who  was  meta- 
morphosed into  this  plant,  according  to  Mythology.  This  plant 
was  early  adopted  into  the  catalogue  of  medicinal  agent&  It  was 
employed  by  Hippocrates  and  the  ancients  in  uterine  diseases  ; 
and  to  with'm  a  recent  period,  was  regarded  as  stimulant  and  em- 
menagogvie;  but  the  observations  of  CuUen  and  Alexander, 
brought  it  into  disrepute ;  they  having  failed  to  obtain  any  benefit 
from  its  use,  even  in  large  doses.  If  taken  for  a  long  period,  saf- 
fron communicates  a  yellow  color  to  the  renal*  secretions,  and,  also 
to  those  of  the  skin. 

Saffron  was  introduced  into  England,  for  cultivation,  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  the  Third,  by  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  who  brought 
it  into  the  neighborhood  of  Walden  in  Essex,  which  place  haa, 
on  that  account,  since  received  the  name  of  Saffix>n  Walden. 
Lewes  assures  us,  that  Saffix>n  is  a  very  el^ant  and  useful  aro- 
matic ;  he  states  that  it  is  said  to  be  more  cordial  and  exhilarating 
than  any  of  the  other  articles  in  this  group,  and  is  particularly^ 
serviceable  in  disorders  of  the  breast,  in  female  obstructions,  axxd 
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hysteric  depressiona  Hill  alao  says,  that  the  whole  class  of  me- 
dicinal subjects  cannot  afford  a  greater  cordial  than  saffix>n ;  which 
also  promotes  prespiration,  and  removes  obstructions  of  the  viscera. 
It  is  used  in  pharmacy  as  a  coloring  and  flavoring  ingredient  in 
compound  decoction  of  aloes,  pill  of  aloes  and  myrrh,  aromatic 
powder,  compound  tincture  of  cinchona,  tincture  of  rhubarb,  and 
in  the  following  preparation : — Tinctura  Oroci,  Tincture  ofSaffroru- 
Take  of  saffron,  one  ounce;  proof  spirit,  one  pint  Macerate  the 
saffron  for  forty-eight  hours,  with  fifteen  ounces  of  the  spirit,  in  a 
close  vessel,  agitating  occasionally ;  then  transfer  to  a  percolator ; 
and  when  the  fluid  ceases  to  pass,  pour  into  the  percolator  the  re- 
maining five  ounces  oi  spirit  As  soon  as  the  percolation  is  com- 
pleted, subject  the  contents  of  the  percolator  to  pressure,  filter  the 
product,  mix  the  liquids,  and  add  sufficient  proof  spirits  to  make 
one  pint    Dose,  fl.  drm.  ss — fl.  drs.  ij. 

Dose  of  saffron  in  infusion  or  powder,  gr.  x — gr.  Lx. 

Thbbaprutic  UsEa — Chlorosis. — ^Dr.  Wamng,  observes ; — "/n 
Chhrosis,  Saffron  has  been  successfully  employed  by  Dr.  Morganti, 
of  Verona,  who  found  it  effectual  after  the  salts  of  Iron  had  tailed. 
He  gave  it  in  the  form  of  pills,  gr.  xvj.  in  twenty-four  hours,  and 
gradually  increased  the  dose,  until  this  quantity  was  doubled. 
He  considers  it  peculiarly  effective  in  cases  of  increased  action  of 
the  capillary  vessels,  and  analogous  in  its  effects  to  the  more  ac- 
tive salts  of  iron.  Saffron  has  been  supposed  to  be  useful  in  the 
treatment  of  the  Ikcanthematcu^^ 

Bubeola. — Syrup  of  saffron  is  a  popular  remedy  in  this  disease. 

Speaking  of  the  properties  and  uses  of  safi&on.  Dr.  King  ob- 
serves ; — ^^Bmmenagogue  and  diaphoretic  Has  been  of  benefit  in 
amenorrhcea,  dysmenorrhoea,  chlorosis,  hysteria,  and  in  suppres- 
sion  of  the  lochial  discharge  As  a  diaphoretic,  in  febrile  and  ex- 
anthematous  diseases,  especially  of  children. 

Many  consider  this  valuable  agent  as  inert  Dose  of  the  pow- 
der, firom  twelve  to  forty  grains ;  of  the  tincture  or  syrup,  from 
oneto  two  fluid  drachms;  of  the  decoction,  from  one  to  three 
fluid  ouncea" 

PRBPABATIONa 

Fluid  Extract,        -        -        -        Dose,  20  to  60  Dropa 
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TINCTURE  OF  aiFFBOK. 

Fluid  Extract, One  Ounce. 

Diluted  Alcohol,        ....  One  Pint. 

Dose — Half  to  one  dranu 

INFUSION  OF  8AFFB0N. 

Fluid  Extract,        -        -        -        -        .     Five  Drams. 

Water, Two  Pints. 

Dose— Two  to  three  ounces. 

SYRUP  OF  SAFFRON. 

Fluid  Extract, Five  Drams. 

Alcohol,    -        -        -        .        Two  and  a  half  Ounce& 

^yrup, Twelve  Ounce& 

Dose^Half  to  one  ouncei 


I  ■  ^  ■  I 


ELIXIR  lODO-BROMIDE  OF  CALCIUM  COMPOUND 

IN  PSOAS  ABSCESS. 


A  CASE  IN  PRACTICll,  BY  BY  H.  B.  HASKELL,  M.  D., 

NSW  MARKET,  N.  H. 


John  D ,  4  years  old,  the  child  of  scrofulous  parents.  About 

two  years  and  a  half  since  had  some  trouble  with  the  spine ;  una- 
ble to  walk  and  if  placed  in  his  chair  in  the  sating  posture  suf- 
fered great  pain,  was  inclined  to  bend  the  the  body  forward  to  get 
relief,  &c.  Lying  on  the  floor  or  bed  he  was  unable  to  raise  hinfi- 
self  to  a  sitting  posture  or  to  rise  without  assistance,  and  when 
standing  he  required  support  He  could  not  lift  the  foot  from  the 
floor  without  inflicting  excruciating  pain,  when  standing  the  right 
foot  was  inclined  to  turn  inward.  There  was  tenderness  over  the 
Lumbar  and  lower  Dorsal  portion  of  the  spine  The  physician  in 
attendance  gave  no  encouragement  that  a  cure  would  ever  lie 
effected.  I  ascertained  the  treatment  at  this  time  was  soothing 
applications  to  the  spine  and  rest  About  three  or  four  months 
later  there  was  noticed  a  backward  projection  of  the  lumliar 
portion  of  the  spine ;  the  second  lumbar  spinous  process  appearing 
most  prominent  The  little  patient  reoovered  from  the  attack  so 
as  to  be  able  4o  run  about  and  play  with  his  sister  and  brother  but 
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had  rather  of  a  shuffling  gait  and  was  unable  to  climb  or  jump  as 
before  the  attack.  Last  February  he  again  commenced  to  com- 
plain ;  this  time  about  his  leg  hurting  him,  but  referred  most  of  the 
pain  to  the  knee.  The  mother  while  examining  the  knee  ac- 
cidentally noticed  a  swelling  about  as  large  as  a  hen's  egg,  on  the 
posterior  region  of  the  thigh  just  below  the  lower  border  of  the 
GlutsBUs  Maximus  muscla  It  slowly  increased  in  size  until  it  gave 
much  trouble  in  walking  and  caused  a  great  amount  of  suffering, 
especially  when  he  laid  down  at  night  At  this  time  a  physician 
was  called  who  thoaght  it  ought  to  be  opened  but  there  being  as 
yet  no  tendency  to  pointing,  ordered  a  poultica 

I  was  first  called  to  see  him  Apiil  24th,  when  I  found 
the  abscess  as  large  as  a  medium  sized  Cocoa-nut  projecting 
backward  from  the  posterior  region  of  the  thigh;  the  boy 
suffering  very  much  from  constant  pain  and  not  able  to  sit  or  lie 
upon  the  back,  the  appetite  was  good  and  the  system  seemed  to  be 
well  nourished.  His  pulse  was  120 ;  temperament  100°.  There 
was  slight  fluctuation  in  the  abscess  and  some  indication  of  point- 
ing. I  at  once  put  him  upon  Elixir  lodo-Bromide  of  Calcium 
Compound  in  teaspoonful  doses  three  times  a  day  before  eating 
and  directed  him  to  have  a  generous  diet  of  healthy  nutritious 
food,  good  air  and  to  be  kept  quiet  At  this  time  the  skin  coveriDg 
the  abscess  had  a  livid  and  almost  black  appearance  and  it  seemed 
as  though  much  of  it  must  slough  away,  I  visited  him  again  the 
29th,  and  found  him  more  quiet  not  suffering  so  much  from  pain  ; 
readily  taking  medicioe;  appetite  good;  pulse  and  temperature 
same  as  at  first  visit;  fluctuation  well  marked. 

May  2nd.,  when  I  found  the  abscess  in  such  a  condition  that  I 
concluded  to  open  it,  which  I  did  by  a  valvular  incision.  About 
half  a  pint  of  thin  pus  escaped.  Allowed  the  opening  to  close 
covering  it  with  adhesive  plaster  that  no  air  might  enter.  His 
general  condition  about  the  same  as  at  previous  visit  Continued 
the  lodo  Bromide  with  good  diet  and  rest ;  being  careful  to  have 
good  ventilation  in  his  room. 

May  5tL,  abscess  discharging  considerably,  several  small 
openings  having  formed  around  the  incision ;  countenance  flushed  ; 
condition  fe/erish;  pulse  180;  temperature  101° ;  appetite  fails 
somewhat,  yet  the  appearance  of  the  abscess  is  better,  the  livid  hue 
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of  the  skin  growing  less.  For  treatment  continued  the  Elixir  lodo- 
Bromide  with  i|-  of  a  grain  of  Quinine  at  each  dose  given  in  the 
Elixir  as  a  vehicle  and  applied  a  dressing  of  Carbolic  Acid  to  the 
abscess,  still  keeping  the  patient  quiet 

May  8th.,  appetite  improved;  pulse  140;  temperature  102°; 
abscess  discharging  less  than  at  previous  visit;  treatment  con- 
tinued as  before. 

May  10th.,  appetite  good;  abscess  discharging  now  healthy, 
laudable  pus ;  pulse  130 ;  temperature  101° ;  for  treatment, 
lodo  Bromide  Calcium  Oomp.,  without  Quinine;  dressed  the  abscess 
with  simple  cerate ;  applied  a  roller  bandage  from  the  knee  to  the 
pelvis  and  permitted  patient  to  move  around  his  room  when  he 
desired.  The  patient  has  continued  to  improve ;  pulse  remaining 
about  120  and  temperature  about  100°  since  my  last  visit  and 
to-day  May  15th,  I  find  the  abscess  discharging  but  little  pus,  and 
the  abscess  apparently  healing  without  a  bad  symptom. 

I  feared  in  this  case  pyemia  and  a  wasting  long-continued 
discharge  that  might  prove  more  than  my  patient  could  bear,  but 
thanks  to  your  lodo  Bromide  Comp.,  I  had  neither  to  contend 
with  and  am  happily  disappointed  in  my  prognosis  of  the  case. 
I  have  used  the  Solution  and  Elixir  lodo-Bromide  in  many  cases 
and  have  always  found  them  to  bear  well  your  recommendations. 


I  •  ^  •  I 


IODINE  LOCALLY  IN  DISEASES  OF  WOMEN. 


BY    J.    HALB,    M.  D. 


Although  iodine  has  been  recommended  for  several  years  as  an 
application  in  many  of  the  diseases  peculiar  to  women,  yet  its  use 
is  by  no  means  so  general  as  it  should  be.  With  few  exceptions, 
writers  upon  diseases  of  women  have  but  cursorily  adverted  to  it, 
and  hence  young  practitioners  are  liable  to  conclude  that  it  is  a 
remedy  of  little  value.  The  writings  of  Drs.  Churchill,  Tilt,  Sims, 
Emmet,  Thomas,  Parvin,  and  other  gynecologists  of  modern  date 
have,  however,  given  it  more  prominence  in  the  history  of  gyne- 
cology. 

I  have  been  using  iodine  as  a  local  remedy  in  various  diseases 
of  the  female  generative  organs  for  the  last  ten  years,  and  with 
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more  satisfaotoiy  resalts  than  I  have  had  from  any  other  agent. 
Iodine  possessee  powerful  chemical  affinities^  and  combines  rapidly 
with  organic  substances.  When  applied  to  the  skin  or  mucous 
membranes  it  readily  penetrates  them,  and  enters  the  system  to 
some  extent,  so  much  so  that  some  women  have  its  peculiar  taste  in 
the  mouth  after  its  application  to  the  cervix  uteri.  Its  local  action 
is  that  of  an  irritant,  astringent,  alterative,  and,  when  freely 
applied,  v^esicant.  It  is  especially  in  the  chronic  forms  of  disease 
that  iodine  is  applicable  as  a  local  remedy.  In  chronic  vaginitis  I 
have  found  the  tincture  of  iodine  a  very  efficient  remedy,  not  only 
in  the  simple  form  and  in  granular  diseases,  but  also  in  specific. 
I  apply  the  iodine  to  the  entire  vaginal  mueous  membrane  from  the 
cervix  lUeri  to  the  ostium  vagincs^  using  a  tubular  speculum 
introduced  up  to  the  cervix  uteri;  and  as  it  is  gradually  withdrawn 
brushing  with  a  camel's-hair  pencil  saturated  with  the  tincture  the 
vaginal  walls.  I  repeat  the  application  every  third  day,  and 
during  the  interim  advise  injections  of  warm  water  used  once  or 
twice  a  day.  I  have  been  successful  with  this  treatment  in  some 
very  obstinate  cases  of  chronic  vaginitis,  after  an  ineffectual  trial 
of  the  various  astringent  remedies  ordinarily  used« 

In  chronic  aplastic  inflammation  of  the  cervix  uteri  and  its 
concomitants— mucous  abrasion,  superficial  ulceration,  aphthous 
and  pustular  eruptions,  etc. — I  have  used  the  tincture  of  iodine 
with  the  best  results.     I  apply  it  to  the  cervix  with  a  camePs-hair 

.  pencil  every  three  or  four  days,  and  and  have  seldom  failed  to 
control  the  inflammation,  abrasion,  ulceration,  etc.,  in  a  few  weeks, 

without  the  use  of  any  other  remedy 

In  chronic  hyperplastic  inflammation  of  the- cervix  uteri  much 
may  be  accomplished  by  the  use  of  iodine.  In  this  form  of  cervical 
inflammation  we  have  one  of  the  most  obstinate  and  unsatisf  actoiy 
diseases  that  we  are  called  to  treat.  The  cervix  is  greatly  enlarged, 
often  to  three  or  four  times  its  normal  size,  is  generally  indurated, 
and  often  gives  rise  to  many  serious  complications,  as  cystitis, 
rectitis,  pelvic  cellulitis,  displacements,  etc.  I  have  used  iodine 
with  very  satisfactory  results  in  these  cases.  I  use  a  stronger 
preparation  than  the  ordinary  tincture — generally  a  preparation 
containing  from  thirty  to  sixty  grains  of  iodine  and  half  tuat 
quantity  of  iodide  of  potash,  to  an  ounce  of  alcohoL  1  apply  this 
to  the  cervix  and  cervical  canal  every  third  day,  until  three^or 
tour  successive  applications  have  been  made,  and  then  prolong  the 
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intenral  to  six  or  eight  days.  As  the  cervix  soon  becomes 
vesicated,  the  interval  most  be  prolonged  or  a  milder  preparation 
used. 

I  apply  the  iodine  to  the  cervix  with  a  camePs-hair  pencil,  and 
to  the  cervical  canal  with  Emmet's  applicator,  or  some  similar 
instrument,  bent  to  the  proper  curve  to  readily  pass  into  the  canal. 
I  wrap  about  two  inches  of  the  curved  extremity  of  the  applicator 
with  cotton-wool,  saturate  it  with  the  iodine,  and  pass  it  into  the 
cervical  canal  as  far  as  it  can  readily  be  done,  allow  it  to  remain  a 
few  seconds,  and  remove  it.  By  iodine  used  in  this  way  I  have 
been  successful  in  relieving  several  eases  of  hyperplastic  inflam- 
ation  of  the  cervix  uteri  of  some  years'  duration. 

There  are  other  methods  of  using  iodine  in  these  cases  which 
may  be  equally  efficacious.  The  iodized  cotton  introduced  by  Dr. 
Greenhalgh  is  a  very  good  method  of  securing  the  continuous 
action  of  the  remedy.  It  is  prepared  by  dissolving  two  ounces 
of  iodide  of  potash  and  one  ounce  of  iodine  in  eight  ounces  of 
glycerine,  saturating  eight  ounces  of  cotton-wool  with  the  solution> 
and  then  carefully  drying  it.  A  pledget  of  the  iodized  cotton 
(with  a  string  attached  to  remove  it  by)  is  placed  ih  contact  with 
the  cervix  uteri,  and  allowed  to  remain  for  two  or  three  days. 

In  chronic  endocervicitis  and  endometritis  I  have  found  iodine 
the  safest,  least  painful,  and  most  efficient  local  remedy  I  have 
ever  used.  Before  applying  the  iodine  the  mucus  should  be  re- 
removed  from  the  cervical  canal,  which  may  readily  be  done  by  - 
wrapping  the  applicator  with  cotton  and  passing  it  into  the  cervical 
canal,  giving  it  a  few  turns  and  withdrawing  it,  repeating  the 
operation  until  the  canal  is  clear  of  mucus.  I  then  apply  the 
strong  preparation  before  mentioned  to  the  cervical  canal  in 
endometritis  to  the  uterine  cavity,  using  the  applicator  wrapped  at 
its  curved  extremity,  for  two  or  thme  inches,  with  cotton-wool, 
and  the  cotton  then  saturated  with  the  iodine  solution.  I  repeat 
the  application  every  three  or  four  days  for  several  times,  and  then 
prolong  the  interval  to  seven  or  eight  days. 

I  have  observed  a  peculiar  susceptibility  to  the  action  of  the 
iodine  in  the  vagina  and  cervix  uteri  in  some  women;  so  much 
so  that  the  preparation  above  mentioned  in  such  subjects 
produces  considerable  pain  and  irritation,  and  in  rare  cases  even 
active  inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  parts  to 
which  it  is  applied.      In  such  subjects  a  much  weaker  preparation 
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should  be  ased.  Such  cases  are,  howeyer,  an  exception  to  the  rule, 
the  iodine  generally  producing  so  little  pain  or  irritation  that  it  is 
unnecessary  to  confine  the  patient  to  bed  after  its  use;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  she  can,  as  a  general  rule,  safely  pursue  her  ordinary 
avocations.  It  is  seldom  necessary  to  dilate  the  cervical  canal  to 
make  these  applications,  as  in  endocervicitis  and  endometritis  the 
cervical  canal  and  internal  os  are  generally  sufficiently  open. 

In  chronic  corporal  metritis  iodine  may  be  used  with  benefit. 
Applied  to  the  cervix  uteri,  and  to  the  inguinal  regions  and  inner 
part  of  the  thighs,  I  have  found  it  to  greatly  mitigate  the  uterine 
pain  and  irritation,  and,  I  believe,  exert  a  curative  influence  over 
the  inflammation.  By  the  use  of  iodine  in  this  way  we  obtain  not 
only  its  local  alterative  and  revulsive  action,  but  in  some  degree 
its  constitutional  effects.  In  passive  metrorrhagia  iodine  is  a  very 
efficient  remedy.  Applied  as  recommended  in  endometritis,  it  has 
seldom  failed  in  my  hands  to  control  the  bleeding  in  a  very  short 
time.  In  subinvolution  of  the  uterus  in  feeble  subjects  iodine 
applied  to  the  cervix,  cervical  canal,  and  uterine  cavity  is  a  remedy 
of  great  value.  I  have  found  it'one  of  the  most  efficient  remedies 
I  have  ever  used  in  these  troublesome  cases. 

In  the  so-called  "  uterine  irritation  " — properly  neuralgia  or 
hypersdsthesia  of  the  genitals — iodine  may  be  used  with  benefit  as 
a  counter-irritant.  I  have  found  it  a  valuable  remedy  in  such 
cases  when  freely  applied  to  the  sacrum  and  inner  part  of  the 
thighs.  In  chronic  ovaritis  iodine  applied  over  the  region  of  the 
diseased  ovary,  and  to  the  inner  part  of  the  thighs,  is  a  very 
effective  remedy.  I  have  been  successful  in  relieving  some  very 
obstinate  cases  of  ovaritis  with  iodine  used  in  this  way. 

Iodine  may  be  used  with  benefit  in  other  affections  of  the  female 
genitals.  I  have  only  mentioned  its  use  in  such  cases  as  have  come 
under  my  own  observation,  and  the  mode  in  which  I  applied  it, 
which  differs  but  little  from  that  recommended  by  others  in  these 
cases. — American  Practitioner.  July,  1873. 


I  •  ^  •  I 


ARSENICAL  MUOILAOE  IN  CANCER 


Dr.  Alex.  Marsden   (*'  A  New  and  Successful  Mode  of  Treating 
Cancer")  says  of  this  mode  of  treating  cancer: 

'^  The  arsenical-mucilage  mode  of  treatment  is  applicable  to  all 
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forms  of  cancer,  except  the  oy^o  or  colloid,  provided  they  have 
not  exceeded  certain  limits — yiz^  f oar  square  inches — and  then  not 
more  than  a  fourth  most  be  attacked  at  once.  When  a  cancer  has 
exceeded  this  limit  I  know  of  no  means  that  ought  to  be  used  to 
extirpate  it  but  the  knife;  and  it  must  not  be  supposed,  because  I 
so  strongly  recommend  the  arsenical  mucilage,  that  I  would  discard 
the  use  of  this  instrument  altogether,  for  in  some  cases  it  is  our 
only  hope.  The  paste  may  be  applied  to  cancers  situated  on  any 
part  of  the  body  except  inside  the  mouth  or  nose — ^parts,  in  fact, 
where  the  use  of  the  curative  agent  would  be  dangerous.  I  do  not 
recoDunend  its  use  when  the  disease  is  deeply  seated,  but  for 
many  cancers  on  or  near  the  surface  this  mucilage  is  the  least 
painful  and  most  certain  remedy  I  know.  During  the  last  seven- 
teen years  I  have  fully  tried  every  known  caustic,  and  now  firmly 
believe  that  this  is  the  best. 

'*  The  mode  I  adopt  is  as  follows.  A  thick  paste  of  arsenic  is 
made  according  to  the  following  formula: 

]$     Arsenious  acid p* 3 ij. 

Mucilage  of  gum  acacia • 3  j. 

To  be  mixed  well  together,  and  made  into  a  thick  paste. 

The  patient's  health  having  been  attended  to,  the  whole  of  the 
cancerous  surface  is  to  be  spread  over  with  this  paste,  provided 
it  is  not  more  than  a  square  inch,  and  it  must  be  sufficiently  thick 
not  to  run.  A  piece  of  dry  Unt  is  then  pressed  on  to  it,  over- 
lapping the  paste  half  an  inch  all  round.  This  must  be  left  for  a 
short  period — say  ten  minutes — ^by  which  time  any  superabundant 
paste  will  have  been  taken  up  by  the  extra  lint,  which  is  then  to  be 
carefully  cut  away  with  a  sharp  pair  of  scissors.  In  an  hour,  or 
at  most  two,  the  lint  covering  the  paste  will  have  become  dry  and 
hard,  and  it  will  adhere  closely  and  firmly  to  the  cancer.  In  the 
course  of  twenty-four  hours  the  surrounding  parts  will  commence 
to  swell,  become  red,  and  to  a  certain  extent  inflamed,  and  the 
patient  will  experience  a  drawing  pain.  In  general  this  is  by  no 
means  severe,  and  does  not  last  more  than  one  or  two  days.  At 
the  expiration  of  from  forty-eight  hours  to  three  days,  according 
to  circumstances,  bread  and  water  poultices  are  to  be  constantly 
applied  and  changed  every  two  or  three  hours.  The  pain,  redness, 
and  swelling  will  by  this  time  have  subsided,  and  a  distinct  line 
of  demarkation  be  seen  extending  entirely  around  the  cancerous 
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mass;  the  skin  ulcerates  and  a  fiflsore  is  formedi  separating  the 
slongh  from  the  healthy  tissues;  the  fissure  continues  to  deepen 
until  the  entire  cancer  comes  away,  leayinnr  a  healthy  oup-like 
depression,  varying  in  size  and  depth  according  to  the  mass  removed. 
Healthy  granulation  will  now  commence,  and  it  will  be  well  to 
continue  the  poultices  for  some  time;  indeed  it  often  happens  that 
no  other  application  need  be  used:  Of  course  we  must  be  guided 
by  circumstances;  for  granulation  proceeding  too  rapidly,  too 
slowly,  or  in  any  abnormal  manner,  must  be  treated  according  to 
the  known  rules  of  surgery.  Great  diversity  will  be  found  as  to 
the  time  of  the  slough  coming  away.  In  cases  of  small  extent, 
and  not  extending  deeply  into  the  tissues,  the  periods  will  vary 
from  six  to  fifteen  days,  but  in  those  of  greater  size  from  twelve 
to  thirty.  In  some  instances  only  one  application  of  the  paste  will 
be  necessary,  but  it  will  in  general  be  found  advisable  to  apply  it 
every  second  or  third  morning  till  the  desired  effect  is  produced. 
No  rules  can  be  laid  down  as  to  how  often  this  must  be  done;  the 
experience  of  the  surgeon  and  the  progress  made  must  decide. 
When  it  is  intended  to  re-apply  the  paste,  the  former  piece  of  lint 
must  be  carefully  soaked  for  some  time  with  warm  (not  hot)  water, 
and  after  it  has  come  away  the  mucilage  be  used  as  before; 
recollecting  that  until  the  last  application  that  is  intended  has  been 
made  poultices  as  a  rule  are  not  to  be  used  unless  under  special 
circumstances,  and  that  after  a  decided  line  of  demarkation  has 
been  formed  no  more  paste  is  to  be  applied.  In  general  it  will  be 
found  that  after  the  slough  has  come  away  the  whole  of  the  disease 
has  been  removed;  but  sometimes  this  will  not  be  the  case,  and 
then  the  mucilage  must  again  be  had  recourse  to;  in  others  it  will 
be  found  desirable  to  remove  a  portion  of  the  dead  cancer  before 
another  application  of  the  paste.  This,  however,  is  only  necessary 
when  the  cancer  becomes  hard  and  callous,  and  will  not  allow  it  to 
penetrate.  I  have  also  used  this  remedy  in  some  cases  after 
operation  by  other  means. 

^^One  of  the  most  pleasing  and  wonderful  phenomena  con- 
nected with  thefmucilage  is  the  extraordinary  power  of  election  it 
appears  to  possess;  for  if  put  on  with  only  ordinary  care  the 
cancer  alone  is  attacked,  the  healthy  structures  remaining  un- 
touched, and  the  disease  ultimately  rolling  out  of  a  perfectly 
healthy  wound. 

^*  This  treatment  I^have  used  with  equal  success  in  cancer  on  the 
lip,  face,  head,  arm,  hand,  abdomen,  breast,  penis,  testicle,  labium. 
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scrotum,  and  foot.  I  have  never  seen  any  bad  results  from  its  use 
except  in  one  case,  and  in  this  the  evil  was  temporary  only.  At 
the  same  time  I  must  caution  those  who  are  inexperienced  in  its 
use  that  it  is  a  dangerous  remedy  in  unskillful  hands,  and  requires 
constant  watching.  Neither  can  it  be  used,  as  I  before  stated,  to 
cancerous  surfaces  of  greater  extent  than  four  square  inches,  and 
then  only  a  small  portion  must  be  attacked. 

**  Many  cases  of  scirrhus  and  medullary  cancer  are  amenable  to 
this  treatment,  particularly  at  an  early  stage,  but  to  the  epithelial 
it  is  peculiarly  adapted.  It  is  true  that  .this  form  of 
cancer  is  frequently  found  to  attack  the  tongue,  and  that  except  in 
the  earlier  stages  of  the  disease  carcinoma  of  this  organ  presents 
to  the  surgeon  a  truly  difficult  task;  but  on  other  parts  of  the  body 
we  have  this  variety  under  very  great  control.  I  may  say  that  a 
patient  suffering  from  epithelial  cancer,  coming  under  treatment 
at  any  thing  like  a  reasonable  time  from  the  first  attack,  may,  in 
nine  cases  out  of  ten,  feel  sure  of  a  perfect  restoration  to  health." 
— American  Practitioner^  Jtily,  1873. 


■♦-^ 


TREATMENT  OF  CHOLERA. 

Dr.  Melvin  Rhorer,  of  this  city,  whose  letters  to  the  American 
I^actitionery  from  Vienna,  will  be  remembered  by  our  readers, 
has  prepared  the  following  as  representing  what  is  known  as  the 
"  Vienna  treatment "  of  cholera: 

'^  During  cholera  times  an  ordinary  diarrhoea  should  be  treated 
with  great  care.  The  following  prescription  I  saw  used  with 
excellent  effect: 

9     Decoct,  salep.,  ten  grains  to  water, §  ij. 

Laud,  liqnidi  Sydenham!, gtt.  xx. 

Aq.  naphth., )        ^ 

Syr.  diacodu ^  aa  5  ss. 

M.     Sig.    Tablespoonful  every  two  hours. 

'*  If  the  diarrhoea  continues  notwithstanding  the  use  of  the 
medicine,  give  starch  clysters — ^two  drachms  to  half  an  ounce 
of  starch  to  one  pound  of  fluid,  with  ten  or  fifteen  drops  tine,  opii 
— two  or  three  times  daily.  Strict  attention  should  be  paid  to  diet. 
Nothing  but  beef  or  gruel-soup  should  be  allowed;  absolute  rest; 
warm  applications  to  abdomen.     This  is  absolutely  necessary.     In 
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addition  to  this  the  treatment  may  be  aided  by  strong  aromatic 
teas;  mucilaginous  drinks  made  of  salep  or  althaea;  rice-water  with 
syrup  for  slaking  thirst.  If  after  this  treatment  the  disease 
continues  we  must  have  recourse  to  astringents;  say: 

9     Argent,  nit., gr.  j. 

Laud,  pur., gtt.  vj. 

Acidi  tannici, 3  ss. 

Mucil., q.  s. 

M.     ft.  pil.  No.  XXX.     Sig.  One  pill  every  hour. 

''The  suppression  of  diarrhea  in  cholera  is  the  thing  most 
desired.  Twenty  or  thirty  drops  of  tinct.  opii  in  six  ounces  decoc. 
salep  is  most  active  in  securing  this  end,  particularly  in  combination 
with  the  clyster.    When  complicated  with  vomiting  give: 

9     Ext.  nux  vomic.  »ther gi^*  iij- 

Tinct.  opii gtt.  xx. 

Aq.  napkth 3  ij. 

M.  Sig.  Oive  ten  drops  every  half  hour  together  with  small 
lumps  of  ice. 

''  In  the  event  that  this  should  not  be  sufficient  to  secure  the 
desired  result,  opium  with  calomel  or  bismuth  often  acts  like  a 
charm. 

Hypodermic  injections  of  morphia  into  the  linea  alba  are  some- 
times indicated  in  this  stage  of  the  disease.  Thirst  is  best  over- 
come by  ice-water,  pounded  ice.  Seltzer  water,  etc,  given  in  small 
quantities  and  often  repeated.  For  the  cramps  friction  with 
flannel,  inunction  of  ext.  belladonna,  extract  opii,  and  oil  of 
hyoscyamus.  Hypodermic  injections  of  morphia  in  <falf  of  each 
leg.  For  the  hiccough  apply  in  succession  the  following :  smapisms, 
bladders  of  ice  over  the  region  of  the  stomach,  one  twentieth  grain 
of  sulph.  strych.  every  two  hours,  a  few  drops  of  chloroform  in 
water  or  acetic  ether  on  sugar,  black  coffee,  etc.  When  we  have 
great  depression  of  the  mental  powers  apply  ice  fomentations  over 
the  region  of  the  heart.  Where  we  have  from  the  very  beginning 
excessive  vomiting,  pulse  imperceptible,  coldness  of  the  entire 
body,  and  cyanosis,  an  energetic  stimulant  is  demanded;  such  as 
musk,  gr.  iv.,  or  sulph.  ether,  3  ij;  oil  of  peppermint,  gtt.  iij. 

''  In  cases  of  syncope,  and  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  about 
reaction,  strong  or  weak  stimulants  are  indicated,  as  the  case  may 
demand.     To  the  class  of  remedies  here  applicable  belong  camphor. 
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musk,  acetic  ether,  cocoa  (the  first  two  named  to  be  used  hypo- 
dermically);  Russian  tea  and  Malaga  or  Madeira  wine  may  be 
given  to  sustain  strength.  The  greatest  care  should  be  taken  to 
prevent  the  return  of  the  diarrhoea.  We  should  also  be  careful  to 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  any  other  depressing  symptom.  If  re- 
action is  not  accompanied  with  anything  more  serious  than  ordinary 
desquamation  of  epithelium,  astringent  drinks,  such  as  lemonade, 
etc.,  may  be  given.  Where  the  urine  is  secreted  in  small  quantities 
mild  diuretics  should  be  given,  such  as  lemon-juice,  tinct.  digitalis, 
drinks  of  Seltzer  and  soda-water.  If  the  secretions  of  the  mucous 
membranes  are  scanty  after  reaction  is  present,  the  urinary 
secretions  are  to  be  facilitated  with  care.  The  application  of  warm 
fomentations,  frictions  with  oil  juniper,  ungt.  digitalis,  Venice 
turpentine,  or  tincture  cantharides  over  the  region  of  the  kidneys 
are  sometimes  sufficient  to  meet  the  indications.  The  same  may  be 
effected  by  means  of  injection  of  one  drachm  turpentine  with  yelk 
of  egg  and  a  pint  of  water.  During  convalescence  supporting 
remedies  are  called  for.  In  dyspeptic  complications  nux  vomica, 
rhubarb,  and  magnesia  stand  at  the  head  of  the  list." — American 
Practitioner^  July,  1873. 


I  •  ^  •  I 


FORMULAS   FOB  THE    COMBINATIONS   OF  THE 
PHOSPHATES  OF  IRON,  QUINIA  AND 

STRYCHNIA. 


• 


BY   CHABLSS   G.    POLK,   M.    D. 

•  

In  reply  to  numerous  queries  I  will  state  that  the  following  are 
my  formulas  for  the  combinations  of  the  Phosphates  of  Iron, 
Quinia  and  Strychnia  and  that  they  can  always  be  obtained  of  re- 
liable quality  from  Messrs.  Tilden  &  Company,  New  Lebanozk 
New  York. 

Syrup  Phosphate  of  Iron,  Quinia  and  Strychnia. 

5     Fern  Phosph grs.    384. 

QuiniaB grs.    192. 

Strychniae grs.      vL 

Syrup  Phosph.  Acid f.    3   xx. 

Sacchar.  Alb §  xvi 

Aqu»  Destillatffi,  q.  s.  add |  xxiv. 
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Each  drachm  contains  two  grains  of  Phosphate  of  Iron,  one  grain 
Phosphate  of  Quinia  and  one  thirty-second  of  a  grain  of  the 
Phosphate  of  Strychnia. 

Syrup  Phosphate  of  Iron,  Manganese,  Quinia  and  Strychnia. 

9     Ferri.   Phosph grs.  288. 

Manganesii  Phosph grs.  96. 

Quinise grs.  192. 

Strychniffi grs.  vi. 

Syrup  Acidi  Pbosphorici f.  3  ixi. 

Sacch.  Alb |  xvL 

Aquae  Dest q.  s.  |  xxiv. 

Mix  Secund.  Artem. 

Syrup  Phosph.  Iron,  Ammonia,  Quinia  and  Strychnia. 

3     %rri.  Phosph 3    iL 

Ammonii  Phosph §   iL 

Quiniffi grs.  192. 

Strychniae grs.  vi. 

Acidi  Phosphorici  (Syrupy) 5    vij. 

Sacch.  Alb 5    xvi. 

Aqu8B  Dest q.  s.  |  xxiv. 

Mix  Secundum  Artem. 

Syrup  of  Phosphate  of  Iron  with  Citrate  of  Potassium. 

3     Liq.  Ferri.  Ter-sulph f .    5   xvi. 

Sodii  Phosph |  xriii. 

Citrate  of  Potassium q.  s. 

Sacch.  Alb f  xxx. 

Aqu»  Dest q.  s. 

Dilute  the  solution  of  Iron  with  an  equal  volume  of  water — dis- 
solve the  Sodium  Phosphate  in  forty  ounces  of  boiling  water. 
Mix  and  carefully  wash  the  Magma.  Then  place  it  in  a  porcelain 
evaporating  dish,  apply  heat  and  add  sufficient  of  a  concentrated 
solution  of  Citrate  of  Potassium  to  form  a  perfect  solution; 
evaporate  to  twenty  ounces,  add  the  sugar,  continue  sufficient  heat 
to  dissolve  it  and  complete  the  measure  of  thirty-two  ounces  with 
distilled  water.  Each  dram  holds  in  solution  fifteen  grains  of  the 
phosphate  of  iron. 

16 
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Elixir  Phosphate  of  Iron,  Quinia  and  Strychnia. 

5     Syr.  Phosph.  Iron  with  Citrate  of  Ammonium,    3  xiii. 

Quiniae grs.  Ixiv. 

Strychnia} grs.       ij. 

Citric  Acid 3  ii. 

Bi-carb.  Potassium 3  i. 

Aromatic  Tincture q.  s.  add  f   5  xvi. 

Each  drachm  contains  about  one  and  a  half  grains  of  Phosphate 
of  Iron,  halt  a  grain  of  the  Citrate  of  Quinia  and  one-sixty-fourth 
of  a  grain  of  the  Citrate  of  Strychnia  in  a  menstruum  which 
holds  them  permanently  in  solution,  covers  their  disagreeable  taste, 
and  adds  to  their  efficacy.  This  formula  produces  a  preparation 
unequaled  in  the  market.  I  have  made  the  syrup  of  the  Phos- 
phate of  Iron  with  Citrate  of  Ammonium  for  the  last  seven  years. 
The  preparation  is  entirely  original  with  me  and  I  believe  my  claim 
to  priority  of  manufacture  of  it  will  bear  the  most  rigid  ex- 
amination. 


-*♦• 


THE  TREATMENT  OF  CHOLERA  INFANTUM. 


BY    DR.  ADOLPH  WEKTHEIMBER,  OF  MUNICH  (jAHRBUCH  KIKDEE- 
KRANKh).    translated   by   prof.    WM.  H.  TAYLOR,    MIAMI 

MEDICAL   COLLEGE. 


Cholera  infantum  belongs  to  that  class  of  diseases  in  which  the 
preservation  of  life  depends  in  great  degree  upon  proper  and  de- 
cided treatment.  Inactive  expectancy  and  undecided  therapeutics 
are  alike  injurious. 

There  is  very  general  agreement  as  to  the  indications  to  be  ful- 
filled, but  not  as  to  the  msana  for  meeting  these  indications.  As 
is  well  known,  cholera  infantum  *  leads  in  a  brief  period  to  the 
most  serious  conditions — partly  the  result  of  increased  viscidity 
of  the  blood,  from  the  loss  of  its  watery  portion,  but  chiefly  from 
the  diminished  energy  of  the  heart's  action  and  the  impeded 
circulation  through  the  lungs.  The  most  important  problem  in 
treatment  is  to  avert  the  threatened  collapse;  to  do  which,  the 
causes  of  the  collapse  must  be  sometimes  disregarded.  From  the 
means  with  which  we  are  in  the  habit  of  treating  vomiting  and  di- 
arrhoea, i.  e.  opium,  mercury,  etc.,  we  can  hope  for  beneficial  results 
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only  in  the  early  gta^efl  and  in  mild  cases;  but  if  symptoms  of  par- 
alysis of  the  various  organs  appear— especially  if  indications  of 
cerebral  effusion,  as  drowsiness,  imperfect  intelligence,  or  conyulsive 
movements,  exist — or  if  the  breathing  is  irregular,  or  the  tem- 
perature below  normal,  opium  is  clearly  inadmissible,  and  even 
early  in  the  disease  it  must  be  used  with  great  care,  for  its  in- 
fluence over  respiration  increases  the  tendency  to  collapse. 

The  question  presents  itself  as  to  what  is  the  best  means  to 
prevent  collapse;  in  other  words,  what  means  is  best  adopted  to 
accomplish  the  object  of  treatment,  without  exerting  an  injurious 
Influence  upon  the  diseased  parts?  The  most  common  and  most 
trusted  are  alcoholic  stimulants:  to  ignore  these  would  almost 
appear  to  be  in  opposition  to  the  most  approved  treatment;  yet, 
form  my  own  experience,  this  preference  for  alcohol  is  not  based 
npon  good  grounds — indeed,  I  am  convinced  that  spirituous 
stimulants,  especially  wine,  can  not  only  be  dispensed  with,  but  are 
actually  injurious,  particularly  in  their  local  influence  in  the 
choleraic  intestinal  catarrh  of  infants — but  independent  of  this, 
alcohol  seems  inappropriate,  because  of  the  hydrocephaloid 
phenomena,  which  are  likely  to  present  themselves. 

As  stimuli  adapted  to  the  cases  under  consideration,  I  prefer 
black  coffee,  ammonia  and  tea.  The  former,  however,  does  not 
deserve  all  the  commendation  it  has  received.  In  addition  to  its 
vitalizing  influence  upon  the  heart  and  pulmonary  circulation, 
ammonia  possesses  the  valuable  property  of  neutralizing  the 
acidity  of  the  alimentary  canal,  resulting  from  the  fermentation 
of  undigested  food,  thereby  removing  injurious  influences  often 
present.  The  preparations  which  I  use  are  liquor  ammonia 
anisatus,  and  liquor  ammonia  carbonic;  usually  in  combination 
with  decoction  of  salep  and  simple  syrup,  so  combined  as  to  give 
two  to  six  drops  of  the  alkali  every  hour  or  two.  So  long  as  there 
are  no  indications  of  cerebral  complications,  small  doses  of 
tincture  of  opium  may  be  added. 

Not  less  valuable  than  ammonia  is  tea:  the  two  remedies  given 
in  alternate  doses  supplement  each  other  to  a  great  degree;  for 
while  the  ammonia  acts  on  the  heart  and  pulmonary  circulation, 
the  tea  exerts  its  influence  upon  the  brain;  in  fact,  it  is  the  most 
reliable  means  to  remove  the  tendency/  to  somnolence  and  to  restore 
jconsciouenessy  beside  which  it  arrests  vomiting  and  diarrhoea — in 
this  respect  beinc:  superior  to  coffee. 
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To  obtain  the  full  effect  of  tea  it  is  essential  that  a  genuine  and 
good  article  of  black  tea  be  used. 

Children  with  cholera  infantum  suffer  from  intense  thirst,  and 
take  with  avidity  any  fluid  offered  them.  The  usual  fluids — de- 
coction of  salepy  rice-water,  etc. — are  of  no  special  value,  and  if 
used  in  considerable  quantities,  espedally  if  warm,  are  usually 
followed  by  vomiting.  Instead  of  these  fluids,  I  now  use  cold  tea 
of  ordinary  concentration,  without  any  addition,  as  a  drink.  I 
have  allowed  children  from  eight  to  twelve  months  old  to  drink 
two  teacupfuls  or  more  during  the  day,  to  the  exclusion  of  all 
other  drinks.  Among  these  cases  were  some  which  seemed  to  be 
in  a  really  desperate  condition,  and  to  whose  recovery  the  above- 
detailed  treatment  seemed  to  contribute  in  a  great  degree. 

As  important  adjvants  to  the  internal  treatment,  I  regard  fre- 
quently repeated  applications  of  large  mustard  plasters  (which  are 
preferable  to  mustard  baths),  and  assiduous  friction  of  the  surface 
with  aromatic  spirits,  afterward  enveloping  the  body  in  warm 
cloths. 

But  little  need  be  said  of  diet.  In  severe  cases  it  is  better  to 
give  little  nourishment;  but  as  the  disease  subsides  obviously,  the 
best  nourishment  is  mother's  milk;  and  in  the  numerous  cases 
where  this  is  not  available,  I  give  meat  broths,  with  tapioca  or 
arrow  root,  to  which  may  be  added,  as  convalescence  advances, 
Liebig's,  or  other  nourishment.  Where  no  preparation  of  milk  is 
borne,  minced  raw  meat  is  often  a  useful  substitute. —  Cineinnati 
iKinoei  and  Observer^  August,  1873. 
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EBGK)T  IN  ABORTION. 


Eds.  Msd.  and  Surg.  Rbpobtbb: — 

While  agreeing  in  every  respect  with  Drs.  Brubaker  and  Corson, 
as  to  the  action  of  opium  and  its  salts  in  labor  and  abortion,  I 
differ  with  them  as  to  the  action  and  use  of  ergot.  Dr.  Corson 
asks  {Med.  and  Surg.  JReporter^  May  31st),  *' would  we  dare  ply  a 
woman  with  ergot  when  pregnant  and  threatened  with  abortion? 
Certainly  not."  Now  I  claim  and  can  establish  by  the  testimony 
of  at  least  fifty  cases,  that  when  threatened  abortion  is  evidenced 
by  pain  and  hemorrhage,  ergot  in  /uU  doses  is  the  safest  and  most 
certain  remedy  known  to  the  profession.      Not  for  the  purpose 
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of  checking  hemorrhage  and  expelling  the  contents  of  the  ntems, 
but  to  check  hemorrhage  and  retain  the  foetns  in  situ  with  safety 
to  both  mother  and  child. 

My  first  experience  with  ergot  as  a  remedy  for  threatened 
abortion,  was  dnring  the  fall  of  1850,  upon  Bayou  Grosse  Tete, 
where  I  was  called  to  see  a  negro  woman.  I  found  her  in  the 
£fth  month;  the  bed  deluged  with  blood;  pulse  almost  imper- 
ceptible; sighing  respiration;  her  body  bathed  in  a  cold,  clammy 
perspiration;  the  hands  and  feet  cold  as  death;  the  os  patulous 
and  dilated  to  the  size  of  a  dollar.  I  plugged  the  vagina,  and 
gave  at  once  1  ss.  vini  ergotse  in  |  jss.  of  whiskey,  and  repeated 
in  half  an  hour,  and  with  what  result?  According  to  the  views 
of  Drs.  Oorson,  Byrd  and  others,  abortion  completed  should  have 
been  the  consequence.  But  much  to  my  surprise,  the  pains  ceased, 
and  upon  the  removal  of  the  plug  I  found  the  os  contracted  and 
absolutely  no  hemorrhage.  I  continued  the  ergot  in  3  j.  doses 
with  whiskey  every  six  hours,  for  seventy-two  hours,  still  ex- 
pecting her  to  miscarry.  But  she  went  to  full  time  and  gave  birth 
to  a  stout,  hearty,  healthy  child.  This  was  contrary  to  all  that  I 
liad  learned  in  school  or  hospital  (I  am  a  graduate  from  the  Charity 
Hospital,  New  Orleans)  and  I  had  been  taught  that  the  loss  of  |  j. 
blood  followed  by  ergot  made  abortion  inevitable.  But  here  was 
ft  loss  of  nearly  all  the  blood  in  the  body,  followed  by  heroic  doses 
of  ergot,  with  no  abortion. 

The  second  case  was  April  2d,  1860;  primapara;  third  month; 
hemorrhage  profuse;  os  patulous;  bound  to  miscarry.  To  stop 
the  hemorrhage  and  expel  the  foetus  I  gave  3  j*  aromat.  tinct.  ergot 
every  twenty  mindtes,  till  hemorrhage  ceased  and  the  pains  ceased 
with  it.  She  went  to  her  full  time  and  gave  birth  to  a  healthy, 
hearty  child. 

These  are  but  typical  cases  out  of  many.  I  have  been  a 
practitioner  of  medicine  ever  since,  except  the  three  years  of  the 
war,  and  although  I  have  treated  many  cases  of  threatened 
abortion,  I  have  not  had  a  single  case  to  abort  when  I  could  get 
my  patient  under  the  influence  of  ergot  before  the  foetus  had 
already  partially  escaped  from  the  os.  I  have  had  three  cases 
during  the  last  five  months  (regular  pains  and  hemorrhage),  to  all 
of  whom  I  gave  ergot,  and  none  aborted.  For  the  l^st  two  years, 
when  pains  have  been  severe,  my  first  dose  has  been  from  •}■  to  1 
gr,  morphia  in  2  teaspoonsful  fld«  ext.  ergot,  and  repeat  the  ergot 
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in  3  ss.  doses  every  half  hour,  till  hemorrhage  ceases.  The 
morphia  I  often  do  not.  give;  but  the  ergot  I  never  fail  to  give  in 
full  doses. 

Dr.  Carson  asks  again,  *^  would  we  give  ergot  to  a  pregnant 
woman  at  any  period  of  gestation,  for  the  relief  of  suffering, 
however  acute  and  wholly  unconnected  with  her  pregnancy? 
Certainly  not."  My  experience  with  two  cases  says  we  may. 
That  if  it  does  no  good,  it  does  no  harm.  In  1863  I  had  a  patient 
who  had  miscarried  eleven  times,  and  always  at  the  completion 
of  the  third  month,  in  spite  of  rest,  opium,  and  all  I  could  do  to 
prevent.  I  knew  nothing  of  the  tonic  influence  of  viburnum 
prunifolium,  and  looking  upon  ergot  as  a  simple  uterine  tonic,  and 
nothing  else,  at  least  during  the  early  stages  of  pregnancy,  I  put 
her  upon  3  j.  doses  vini  ergotsB,  night  and  morning,  for  two  weeks, 
till  the  evil  time  had  passed,  and  she  has  had  no  abortion  since, 
but  has  become  the  happy  mother  of  three  fine  children. 

Case  second,  in  1872.  Aged  twenty-two  years;  never  beea 
pregnant;  catamenia  irregular  for  years;  sometimes  goes  from 
three  to  five  months  with  no  show.  I  did  not  suspect  pregnancy, 
nor  did  she.  Tremendous  hemorrhage  from  bowels.  In  addition 
to  other  treatment,  I  gave  3  j.  fl.  ext.  ergot  every  hour,  till 
hemorrhage  ceased.  Six  months  and  two  days  afterward  she  was 
delivered  by  me  of  a  fine,  full  grown  child. 

I  believe  the  prolific  cause  of  abortion  is  a  relaxed  atonic 
condition  of  the  muscular  walls  of  the  uterus,  and  that  ergot,  by 
its  special  tonic  action  upon  that  organ,  restores  tone,  brings  back 
to  a  normal  condition,  and  thereby  stops  hemorrhage  and  prevents 
abortion.  Such  is  my  experience  for  the  last  fourteen  years,  and 
now  I  expect  ergot  to  .stop  hemorrhage  and  relieve  pain  with  as 
much  certainty  as  I  expect  quinine  to  break  up  an  ordinary  in- 
termittent.  I  know  that  I  will  be  looked  upon  as  a  heretic  by  the 
mass  of  the  profession.  But  such  has  been  my  experience,  and  for 
a  country  doctor,  it  has  been  no  small  one. — Medical  and  SurgioaZ 
Reporter^  August,  1873. 
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Indigestion  and  its  Management. 

By  Bradford  S.  Thompson,  M.  D.,  New  York. — {Am^erican 
PrdctitioneTy  July,  1872.) — ^Dr.  Thompson,  in  his  paper  on  this 
subject  alludes  to  a  case  under  his  observation  where  everything 
appeared  to  the  patient  double;  in  another  every  object  seemed  in- 
verted; and  in  another,  total  blindness  came  on,  which  continued 
for  twenty-one  hours.  The  latter  patient,  a  conch-woman,  of  Key 
West,  Florida,  aged  forty-seven,  was  in  the  habit  of  eating 
prodigiously  of  a  salad  made  from  the  indigestible  conch,  which 
abounds  in  that  latitude. 

In  the  indigestion  of  childhood  the  use  of  Boudault's  pepsin 
wine  can  be  highly  recommended.  This  is  prepared  from  pure 
pepsin,  according  to  the  formula  of  Dr.  Corvisart,  and  is  very 
palatable.  Each  dose  possesses  fully  the  digestive  p^wer  of 
fifteen  grains  of  the  powder.  This  preparation,  he  states  with 
much  confidence,  is  superior  to  all  other  preparations  of  pepsine  in 
use.     It  should  be  given  immediately  before  a  meal.  ]  ~ 

In  regulating  the  diet,  the  author  would  impress  upon  the  patient 
the  necessity  of  observing  the  subjoined  rules:  Ist.  Enjoin 
frequent  and  regular  eating  in  the  majority  of  cases.  It  was  a 
remark  of  Sir  William  Temple,  "  that  the  stomach  is  like  a  school- 
boy; if  idle,  always  in  mischief."  The  deduction  drawn  from  this 
is  to  keep  the  stomach  moderately  employed.  2d.  Let  the  diet  be 
simple,  always  consisting  exclusively  of  one  article.  3d.  Drink 
little  or  nothing  while  eating.  4.  Exercise  should  not  be  permitted 
directly  after  eating.  In  many  cases  a  voracious  appetite  attends 
this  affection;  but  in  the  majority  of  cases  there  is  very  little  in- 
clination to  eat;  and  under  these  circumstances  it  will  not  be  amiss 
to  attend  to  the  following  particulars  for  the  purpose  of  exciting 
the  annetite;  do  not  let  the  patient  know  what  he  is  to  eat.  The 
food  should  always  be  cold;  when  hot  the  odor  will  often  destroy 
the  appetite.  The  dishes  should  always  be  small;  for  nothing  is 
more  distressing  to  a  patient  with  a  delicate  stomach  than  a  large 
dish  of  meat  placed  before  him.  These  circumstances,  though 
apparently  trivial  in  their  character,  are  very  important,  and 
deserve  recollection. —  Virginia  Clinical  Record^  May,  1873. 
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Local  Employment  of  Chlorate  of  Potash  in  Cancerous  Sores. 

In  the  JBerl.  Klin,  Wochenschriftj  No.  6,  1873,  Dr.  Burrow, 
of  Konigsberg,  advocates  the  local  employment  of  chlorate  of 
potash  in  the  treatment  of  cancerous  sores.  His  proceeding  con- 
sists in  sprinkling  the  sore  with  chlorate  of  potash  in  powder  or 
crystals,  and  covering  the  whole  with  a  wet  compress.  As  the 
crystals  of  chlorate  of  potash  exert  a  more  powerful  action  than 
the  powder,  and  excite  greater  pain,  Dr.  Burow  uses  the  -pswder 
first,  and  replaces  it  by  the  crystals  when  sensibility  has  been 
abated.  One  of  the  cases  was  a  cancerous  sore  of  the  left  arm, 
which  healed  completely  after  eight  weeks*  treatment.  Three 
other  cases  were  cancerous  sores  of  the  breast;  one  was  lost  sight 
of,  the  other  two  are  under  treatment,  and  healing  well.  The  fifth 
case  recorded  was  connected  with  a  cancer  which  originated  in  the 
periosteum  of  the  upper  jaw  and  left  cheek-bone,  and  then  became 
ulcerated;  in  this  case,  healing  was  complete  in  three  months. — 
Nashville  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery^  3\x\jy  1873. 


A  Cure  For  Diabetes  Mellitus. 

Professors  Cantani  and  Primavera,  of  Naples,  report  the  most 
extraordinary  success  in  their  treatment  of  this  obstinate  disease. 
Their  statements  are  in  brief  as  follows : 

1.  Their  patients  have  all,  with  rare  exceptions,  recovered. 

2.  Stout  persons  have  lost  but  little  weight  during  the  treat- 
ment, while  spare  ones  have  sometimes  gained  as  much  as  twenty- 
five  pounds. 

3.  Though  the  urine  has  become  rich  in  urea  and  uric  acid,  the 
patients  have  never  shown  symptoms  of  gout  or  urinary  calculi. 

4.  The  teatment  was  also  successful  in  arresting  some  instances 
of  albuminuria  that  accompanied  the  disease. 

5.  The  cure  consists  in  an  exclusive  meat  diet,  and  by  this  term 
fish  is  also  excluded;  further,  at  each  meal  is  to  be  taken  lactic 
acid  3ij-iv  in  water  |  vj.  As  a  substitute  for  wine  at  dinner, 
alcohol  1  ss.  with  water  |  vj.  is  given. 

Alcohol  and  lactic  acid  are  designed  to  replace  the  saccharine 
and  starchy  elements  of  the  food.  To  obtain  a  permanent  cure 
it  is  necessary  to  persist  in  the  treatment  for  several  months  after 
sugar  has  ceased  in  the  urine.  Then  the  patient  may  gradually 
return  to  a  mixed  diet. — Allgemein  Med,  Central  Zeitttng, — JVash- 
ville  Journal  of  Med,  and  Surgery,  July?  1873, 
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Strychnia  In  Amaurosis. 

Dr.  I.  J.  ChiBolm,  in  the  New  York  Medical  Journal^  February, 
1878,  reports  a  case  of  amaurosis  in  which,  beginning  at  the  one- 
thirtieth  of  a  grain  of  strychnia  he  gradually  increased  until  one- 
fifth  of  a  grain  was  reached.  This  great  increase  of  the  dose  was 
made  within  two  weeks.  For  a  time  improvement  was  rapid,  but 
it  then  ceased.  The  dose  was  again  increased,  and  the  increase 
continued  till  seventeen-thirtieths  of  a  grain  of  strychnia  was 
taken  daily.  With  this  dose  he  continued  to  improve  for  eleven 
weeks,  when  he  was  able  to  resume  business.  This  case  is  selected 
from  a  large  number  to  illustrate  the  reason  why  strychnia  fails  as 
a  nerve  stimulus  in  so  many  instances.  The  doses  given  are  not 
large  enough  to  produce  the  medicinal  effect  of  the  drug. — Detroit 
Heview  of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy^  August,  1878. 


Ingrowing  Toe-Nail. 

By  Henry  Finch,  M.  D.  {British  Medical  Joumaly  August  24.) 
Neither  of  the  -cutting  operations,  Dr.  Finch  writes,  is  at  all 
necessary  for  the  complete  and  rapid  cure  of  ingrowing  toe-nail. 
If  a  small,  thin,  fiat  piece  of  silver  plate  be  bent  at  one  edge  in{o 
a  slight  deep  groove,  and,  after  the  toe  has  been  poulticed  twenty- 
four  hours,  slipped  beneath  the  edge  of  the  nail,  so  as  to  protect 
the  fiesh  from  its  pressure,  and  the  rest  of  the  thin  plate  bent 
round  the  side  and  front  of  the  toe,  being  kept  in  position  with  a 
small  portion  of  resin  plaster  passed  round  the  toe,  a  speedy  and 
almost  painless  cure  will  take  place;  and  the  patient,  after  the 
first  day,  has  the  additional  advantage  of  being  able  to  walk.  Dr. 
Finch  has  followed  this  method  in  numerous  cases  with  uniform 
success. —  Virginia  Clinical  Record^  May,  1873. 


Influence  of  Belladonna  on  Sweating* 

In  some  interesting  communications  to  the  Practitioner^  Dr. 
Sidney  Ringer  brings  forward  an  abundance  of  evidence  to  prove 
that  belladonna  and  its  active  principle  are  able  to  check  and 
prevent  sweating,  whether  the  result  of  disease,  or  induced  by  ex- 
posure to  an  elevated  temperature.  In  the  former  ca^e  his 
observations  enabled  him  to  conclude  that  one  two  hundredth  of  a 
grain  of  atropia  injected  under  the  skin  is  generally  sufficient  to 
check  sweating  for  one  night.  This  dose  produces  dryness  of  the 
fauces,  but  does  not  dilate  the  pupils.  Stramonium,  it  was  found, 
is  able  to  exeitthe  same  infiuence. —  Canada  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal^  May,  1873. 
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Certain  8<gn  in  the  Diagnosis  of  Cholera. 

The  certain  diagnosis  of  cholera  is  often  attended  with  difficulty. 
This  is  dne  to  the  fact  that  it  is  nshered  in  by  the  same  symptoms 
as  cholera  morbus.  A  German  physician.  Dr.  A.  Hermann,  has 
discovered  what  he  regards  as  a  sure  sign  of  tme  cholera.  We 
take  from  the  Clinic^  June,  1878,  the  substance  of  an  article  by  the 
above  author,  translated  from  AUgem.  Wien.  Med.  Zeit.  The 
discovery  of  the  author  consists  in  the  detection  of  albumen, 
cylinders,  hyaline  and  granular,  and  epithelium  in  the  urine, 
during  the  time  of  the  precursory  diarrhoBa.  Unless  these  be 
present  in  the  precursory  diarrhcBa,  cholera  will  not  ensue.  The 
above  statement  is  based  upon  forty-eight  cases.  He  concludes  his 
paper  thus:  ^*  New  observatiosiahave  (Confirmed  me  in  the  opinion 
before  expressed,  ^  that,  however  severe  and  apparently  choleraic 
the  symptoms  may  be,  the  disease  is  not  .to  be  considered  as  true 
cholera  if  albumen  be  absent  in  the  urine.'  On  the  other  hand, 
the  most  anxious  attention  is  to  be  directed  to  a  case,  even  in  the 
earliest  diarrhoea,  when  the  urine  is  albuminous.  I  believe  that  in 
the  future  there  will  be  added  to  the  well-known  symptoms  of 
cholera,  diarrhoea,  vomiting,  cramps,  diminution  or  absence  of 
pulse,  algor,  cyanosis,  dimimUion  or  suppression  of  urine;  also  the 
symptom,  the  presence  of  albumen  in  the  urine,  with  its  constant 
attendants,  cylinders  and  kidney  epithelium.  When  these  symp- 
toms are  present  without  any  elevation  of  temperature,  the  diag- 
nosis of  cholera  is  made  a  matter  of  scientific  precision.'^ — Detroit 
Hevieu)  of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy^  August,  1873. 


Pain  in  the  Bladder  or  Penis. 

A  patient  complains  of  a  pain  in  the  region  of  the  bladder  or 
perineum.  There  is  almost  certainly  chronic  cystitis.  Ask 
whether  he  feels  the  pain  before,  during,  or  after  passing  urine. 
If  the  pain  is  before,  it  is  because  the  mucous  membrane  is 
becoming  uneasy  in  consequence  of  distention.  If  the  pain  is 
during  and  after  passing  water,  and  in  the  end  of  the  penis,  he  is 
likely  to  have  stone;  and  especially  also  if  the  pain  is  increased 
by  exercise.  It  is  almost  pathognomonic  of  stone  to  have  the  pain 
in  the  tip  of  the  penis.  Chronic  prostatis  stimulates  stone  more 
than  any  other  disease.  In  both  the  pain  is  at  the  tip  of  the  penis . 
— Braithtoaite. — Southern  Med.  Record. — Nashville  Journal  of 
Medicine  and  Surgery^  July,  1873. 
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Fluid  Extract  of  Male  Pern  In  Tape  Worm. 

To  secure  the  saccessfal  destruction  and  expulsion  of   tape 

worm/  two  points  are  to  be  particularly  carried  out.  First,  the 
patient  must  fast  at  least  twelve  hours  before  taking  the  remedy; 
and  second,  it  must  be  taken  in  sufficient  quantities  to  kill  and 
expel  the  entire  worm.  Frequently  it  is  a  matter  of  good  policy 
to  give  the  patient  a  cathartic  in  the  night,  so  as  to  have  the 
alimentary  tract  free  from  f SBces  as  much  as  possible.  Then  in  the 
morning,  on  a  fasting  stomach,  give  the  male  fern  in  some  pleasant 
combination,  as  the  syrup  of  acacia  or  glycerine.  From  thirty  to 
sixty  minims  of  the  fluid  extract  of  male  fern,  must  be  combined 
at  each  dose,  and  repeated  every  two  hours,  until  the  stomach 
rebels  ac^ainst  it,  the  ^tient  keepMig  very  quiet  in  the  meanwhile. 
No  worm  can  resist  this  treatment  when  carried  out  on  the  above 
principles.  The  fern  will  move  the  bowels  and  expel  the  entire 
worm.  It  is  the  most  reliable  remedy  for  tape  worm,  when  given 
in  accordance  with  the  above  directions.  The  patient  must  fast 
during  the  time  he  is  taking  the  remedy,  and  the  bowels  must  be 
previously  well  cleared  out. — St.  Louis  Med,  Archives, — Buffalo 
Medical  and  Surg,  Journal^  June,  1873. 

Improved  Formula  for  Camphor  Water. 

BY   WM.    B.    ADDINGTON,    NORFOLK,   VA. 

5     CamphoraB 3    iv. 

Magnes.  Carb 3     ii. 

AqusB  Destillat i O  iv. 

Alcohol q.  8. 

Take  just  enough  alcohol  to  dissolve  the  camphor  and  bring  it 
to  a  liquid  state;  while  liquid  add  the  magnesia  and  triturate 
(during  this  time  the  alcohol  will  evaporate).  Then  mix  the  water, 
as  usual,  and  filter.  By  making  a  perfect  solution  of  the  caoiphor, 
the  particles  are  thoroughly  divided,  whereas  by  the  U.  S.  P. 
process  only  enough  alcohol  is  added  to  break  up  the  adhesion  of 
its  particles  and  reduce  it  to  powder,  and  all  must  have  noticed  the 
numerous  small  grains  of  camphor  left  on  the  filter  by  the  present 
process.  Camphor  water  is  made  by  the  process  I  suggest  in  one- 
half  the  time;  magnesia  is  saved  by  it,  and  all  the  camphor  directed 
is  taken  up  in  the  solution.  By  the  present  process  it  is  not. 
There  is  no  deposit  formed  on  the  bottom  or  sides  of  the  jar  by 
standing.  I  have  tried  this  formula  for  the  last  eight  months,  and 
am  very  much  pleased  with  it. — Amer,  Jour,  of  Pharmacy. — 
Canadian  Pharmaceutical  Journal^  Jiily>  1873. 
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T  reatment  of  Chronic  Nasal  Oatarrh. 

Dr.  Whittaker,  Clinic^  July  12th,  1878,  advocates  the  treatment 
of  certain  cases  of  nasal  catarrh  by  pressure.  He  does  it  for  the 
same  reason  that  the  surgeon  uses  pressure  to  remove  stricture  of 
the  urethra.  The  constriction  is  usually  found  in  the  inferior 
meatus.  Bougies  of  different  sizes  and  shapes  are  employed  as  the 
particular  case  seems  to  indicate.  His  success  in  the  five  cases  thus 
treated  has  been  very  gratifying.  The  suggestion  is  surely  worth 
a  trial,  as  by  present  methods  these  cases  are  treated  with  most 
unsatisfactory  results.— -De^oi^  Review  of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy j 
August,  1873. 


Modo  of  Adminlotorlng  Croasoto. 

As  creasote  is  now  frequently  employed  in  the  treatment  of 
typhoid  fever,  and  is  exceedingly  distasteful  to  some  patients,  it 
may  be  worth  while  to  mention  here  a  formula  which  in  a  great 
measure  covers  its  flavor,  and  is  easily  prepared:  Creasote,  3 
drops;  essence  of  lemon,  2  drops;  orange-flower  water,  1  ounce; 
spring  water,  3  ounces.  A  spoonful  to  be  taken  at  frequent  in- 
tervals throughout  the  day. —  Canada  Medical  Jowmal, —  Vtrginta 
Clinical  Record^  May,  May,  1873. 


Treatmont  of  Chilblains. 

By  Mr.  Fergus,  ( Canada  Medical  Journal^  June.)  Mr.  Fergus 
reconmiends  sulphurous  ^cid  in  this  affection.  It  should  be  applied 
with  a  camel-hair  brush,  or  by  means  of  a  spray  producer.  One 
application  of  this  usually  effects  a  cure.  The  acid  should  be  used 
pure.  A  good  wash  for  hands  or  feet  affected  with  chilblains  is 
sulphurous  acid,  3  parts;  glycerine,  1  part;  and  water,  1  part. 
The  acid  will  be  found  particularly  useful  in  the  irritating, 
tormenting  stage  of  chilblains. —  Virginia  Clinical  Record^  May, 
1873. 


Pills  for  Tapo-Worm. 

Peschier's  pills  for  tape-worm  are  prepared  by  forming  a  pill 
mass  with  1.6  gramme  ext.  filicis  seth.  and  1.6  g^mme  pulv. 
rhizom.  filicis,  dividing  the  mass  into  twenty  pills,  and  rolling  them 
in  lycopodium.  Dose,  ten  in  the  morning  and  ten  at  night; 
following  the  last  dose  with  a  clysma  of  two  grammes  ext.  filicis 
emulsionized  with  fifteen  grammes  gum  arable  and  sufiGicient  water. 
— American  JPractitioncTy  July,  1873. 
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Breath  of  Diabetic  Patients. 

M.  6ii6neaa  de  Mussy,  who,  for  several  years,  has  devoted 
special  attention  to  the  study  of  diabetes,  affirms  that  the  breath 
of  iadividaals  affected  with  this  disease  very  often  emits  a 
characteristic  sour  odor,  not  unlike  that  of  alcohol,  resembling 
very  closely  the  breath  of  confirmed  drunkards.  In  several 
instances,  this  odor  was  so  powerful  as  to  give  at  once  a  clue  to  a 
correct  diagnosis.  He  has  observed,  moreover,  that  the  intensity 
of  this  odor  diminishes  as  the  amount  of  sugar  in  the  urine 
decreases. —  Odzette  JBisbd, — Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. — Nash- 
viUe  Journal  of  Med.  and  Surgery^  ^vXj^  1873. 


Camel-Hair  Brushes  for  the  Cieansing  of  Wounds. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Clinical  Society  of  London,  Mr. 
Callender  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Society  the  methods  he  had 
adopted  in  his  wards  at  St.  Bartholomew's  for  the  dressing  of 
wounds.  By  the  use  of  brushes,  the  cleansing  of  a  wound  is  not 
a  painful  process.  A  further  recommendation  is  that  the  em- 
ployment of  sponges  and  other  materials  conmionly  used  for 
cleansing  wounds,  and  which  some  surgeons  believe  to  be  a  frequent 
cause  of  the  passage  of  infectious  material  from  one  patient  to 
another,  is  thus  done  away  with. — Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal^  April,  1878. 


Nasvi  Cured  by  Monsel's  Solution  Applied  *Externaily. 

Dr.  Oeiger,  in  the  American  JVaotitioner  April,  1873,  recom- 
mends the  external  application  of  equal  parts  of  liq.  ferri  persulph. 
and  glycerine  to  the  surface  of  n8Bvi  and  a  little  of  the  adjacent 
skin.  In  two  cases  in  which  the  applications  were  made  twice 
daily  the  naovi  disappeared  in  less  than  a  month. — Detroit  Review 
of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy  August,  1873. 


Caial>ar  Bean  In  Constipation. 

M.   v.   Stubbotin    recommends  in   cases  of    constipation    the 
following  formula: 

3     Ext.  physostigmse  ven S^*  ^U* 

Glycerini f .  3  i j* 

M,    S.  ,  Four  drops  four  times  daily. — Edinburgh  Med.  Jour. 
— American  I^actitioner^  J^ljj  1878. 
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An  Improved  Means  ef  Plugging  the  Posterior  Nares. 

By  A.  GoDBiCH,  M.  A.,  M.  R.  C.  S. — The  instrumeiit  consists  of 
a  small  elastic  bag  stretched  on  the  end  of  a  hollow  style,  by 
means  of  which  it  is  pushed  through  the  nasal  fossa  into  the 
pharynx.  It  is  then  dilated  with  ice-cold  water  by  means  of  the 
ordinary  ear-syringe,  the  nozzle  of  which  is  inserted  into  a  piece  of 
India-rubber  tubing  tied  to  the  other  end  of  the  style.  A  small  piece 
of  thread  or  twine  tied  round  this  prevents  th6  water  from  escaping. 
The  bag,  thus  dilated,  is  now  to  be  drawn  well  forward  into  the 
posterior  nares,  into  which,  by  its  elasticity,  it  will  accurately  fit. 
The  anterior  India-rubber  plug  is  next  to  be  slid  along  the  style 
(this  is  more  easily  done  if  the  style  be  previously  wetted)  into  the 
anterior  nares,  which  it  fits  like  a  cork.  The  cohesion  between  this 
plug  and  the  style  will,  I  think,  be  sufficient  to  hold  both  plugs  in  ' 
position;  if  not,  a  piece  of  string  tied  round  the  style  in  front  of 
the  anterior  plug  will  ensure  perfect  security. 

When  it  is  necessary  to  remove  the  plug,  all  that  the  surgeon  has 
to  do  is  to  cut  the  string  tied  round  the  piece  of  India-rubber 
tubing,  when  the  water  will  be  expelled  by  the  elasticity  of  the 
bag,  and  the  instrument  may  be  removed  without  difficulty. — Brit- 
ish Med,  Jour. —  Charleston  Med.  Jour,  and  Review^  July,  1878. 
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ERGOT  m  PARTURITION. 


All  medicines  have  some  one  characteristic  action.  From  this  action 
its  appropriate  use  is  determined.  Ergot  baa  a  specific  action  on  the  mus- 
cular fibres,  more  particularly  of  the  blood  vessels.  In  parturient  women 
this  action  seems  to  be  intensified  and  concentrated  on  the  Uterus.  A 
woman  under  the  influence  of  ergotine  complains  of  constant  pain  in  the 
back.  As  we  understand  it  this  represents  a  persistent  contraction  of  the 
uteras.  When  given  in  a  full  dose  it  produces  a  tonic  spasm  that  lasts 
from  20  minutes  to  •)■  an  hour.  Repeat  the  doM  at  successive  intervals  and 
this  will  be  maintained  until  the  irritability  ef  the  muscular  fibres  is  ex- 
hausted and  inertia  of  the  womb  results.  Granting  this  power  of  ergot, 
can  it  be  used  beneficially  in  a  case  of  confinement  and  that  Without 
danger  to  mother  or  child?  To  answer  this  question  we  must  understand 
the  varying  conditions  of  the  lying-in  woman.  A  brief  survey  of  the 
natural  process  of  labor  will  therefore  be  necessary.  Bo  lon|t  as  the  os  uteri 
remains  closed  and  contracted  as  during  gestarinn,  it  is  evident  th^  womh 
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cainot  expel  the  fcetus.  The  first  stage  of  labor  thereiore,  is  but  an 
effort  of  nature  to  oYercome  this  resistance.  It  is  a  process  of  relaxation 
rather  than  contraction,  of  which  the  whole  system  partakes  more  or  less. 

Contraction  of  the  nterus  plays  but  a  small  part  if  any.  In  the  second 
stage  howler,  it  is  just  the  opposite,  a  stage  of  contraction  and  expulsiye 
efforts.  At  first  the  contractions  are  short  with  loBg  intervals  of  rest ;  as 
labor  advances  the  contractions  increase .  in  length  and  strength  and  the 
intervals  of  rest  shorten.  Let  it  be  noticed  that  the  promised  characteris- 
tics of  this  stage  are  contractions  and  rests  and  no  contraction  without 
rest,  the  deviation  of  the  last  being  much  longer  than  the  first,  excepting 
near  the  close  of  labor.  This  alternate  activity  and  inactivity  of  the  uterus 
obviates  serious  dangers  both  to  mother  and  child.  We  can  allude  to  them 
only  briefly.  Our  guide  to  the  use  of  ergot,  however,  arises  from  an 
apprehension  of  these  dangers. 

Ist.  Permanent  contraction  of  the  womb  upon  its  contents  would 
obstruct  wholly  the  placental  circulation  without  an  opportunity  to  recover 
its  free  motion. 

2d.  Permanent  contraction  would  exhaust  t^e  mother.  If  there  was 
no  time  for  rest  and  recuperation  between  the  pains  how  soon  would  she 
yield  to  such  constant  anguish. 

8d.  It  would  bring  on  the  condition  of  inertia  of  the  womb.  How 
often  do  we  observe  in  this  last  stage,  that  a  persistent  contraction  main- 
tained by  the  use  of  ergot,  exhausts  at  last  the  susceptibility  of  the 
muscular  fibres  vnthout  accelerating  labor,  rendering  the  use  of  instruments 
necessary,  where  otherwise  the  delivery  would  be  natural. 

4th.  Laceration  of  the  womb.  This  accident  may  be  rare  but  that 
does  not  make  it  any  the  lees  important;  it  is  probably  as  frequent  and 
fatal  as  death  by  chloroform.  Other  minor  results  need  not  be  mentioned. 
We  have  seen  enough  to  know  that  by  the  use  of  ergot  we  develop  the 
very  conditions  that  nature  avoids. 

Now  should  it  ever  be  used  and  when?  In  protracted  labors  we  are  too 
apt  to  consider  the  uterus  in  fault  and  thus  overlook  the  real  causes  of 
delay.  Direct  our  efforts  towards  the  removal  of  these  and  the  uterus 
will  be  able  to  accomplish  delivery. 

A  maxim  of  Solomon  will  illustrate  very  forcibly  our  position  here: 

**When  the  axe  is  dull  he  says,  you  must  put  to  more  strength,  but 
wisdom  is  profitable  to  direct "  Our  experience  is  entirely  against  the  use 
of  ergot  as  a  help  in  labor,  but  as  a  preventive  of  post  partum  hemorrhage, 
there  is  nothing  we  have  found  so  sure.  We  now  limit  our  use  of  it  to  one 
full  dose  just  before  the  close  of  labor,  when  from  the  condition  of  the 
patient  there  would  seem  to  be  danger  of  hemorrhage. 

E.  B.  PRATT,  M.  D. 

Chaumont,  Jeffl  Co.,   N.  Y. 
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ANTI.PERIODIC  PILLS. 

The  following  forn^ala  is  proposed  by  Dr.  B.  F.  Haoiphreys,  of  Tyler, 
Smith  Co.,  Texas: — 

Q     Chinoidine  Pure 3  i^« 

Gelseminam grs.  zx. 

Hydrastiii 3  ii. 

Xanthoxylin 3  bs. 

Pyro-Phos.  Iron 3  i. 

Ext.  Nux  Vomica gr.  xv. 

Euonymin 3il. 

01.  Gualther q.  b.  toflaTor. 

M— fl.  maaa.  divid.  in  piL  175. 

Sig— One  pill  8  or  4  times  a  day— for  adults,  in  obstinate  cases,  one  pill 
every  2,  8  or  4  hours,  in  absence  of  fev  er. 

TO   PBTSICIANS. 

I  want  to  sell  my  property  and  location  for  the  practice  of  medicine, 
at  Eddyville,  Iowa,  town  sitaated  in  the  DesMoines  Valley,  at  the  cross • 
ing  of  the  DesMoines  Valley  and  Central  Rail  Road  of  Iowa.  Population 
two  thousand.  Surrounded  by  a  good  and  well  settled  agricult  ral  conn- 
try.  Practice  worth  from  three  to  four  thott«and  doUars  per  year — [  can 
assist  the  purchaser  to  secure  the  practice,  provided  that  he  is  a  compe- 
tent physician.    Address 

G.  L.  JOHNSON,  M.  D., 

Eddyyille,  Iowa. 

The  Rev.  T.  Ds  Witt  Talmaob  has  accepted  the  Editorship  of  Thk 
Christiak  A.T  WoBK,  and  his  sermons  and  articles  are  to  be  published  ex- 
clusively in  that  journaL     Mr.  Talmage  will  begin  his  duties  in  August. 


EP^Correspondents  will  oblige  us  by  writing  plainly  their  JfameSy 
TowHj  OowUy  and  State.  We  are  frequently  unable  to  answer  letters  be- 
cause these  are  omitted. 
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MENTHA  PIPERITA. 
{Peppermint) 


BY  JOSEPH  BATES,   M.  D. 


Natural  Order. —Labiatae,  of  Lindley  and  Juflsieo.  By 
some  it  is  placed  in  natural  order,  Lamiacefie. 

In  the  Linnt'an  artificial  classification,  this  plant  will  be  found 
in  Class  Didynamia^  and  Order  Qymnospermia . 

Generic  Description. — Coral  nearly  equal,  4-lobed ;  broadest 
division  emarginate;  stamens,  erect,  distant 

Specific  Description. — (Flowers  purple,  blooms  in  August, 
root  perennial).  Spikes  obtuse,  interrupted  below ;  leaves  sub- 
ovate,  somewhat  glabrous,  petioled ;  stem  glabrous  at  the  basa 
Naturalized. 

Habitat. — Europe. 

Medical  Propertied — Stimulant,  anti-spasmodic,  carminative, 
stomachic,  and  aromatia  Some  writers  ascribe  to  it  anassthetic 
properties,  and  aver  that  the  oil,  or  essence,  applied  externally, 
will  relieve  pain  as  eflEectually  as  chloroform. 

HrsTORY. — Mentha.       From    Menthe,    daughter  of   Cocytus, 
17 
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fabled  to  have  been  changed  into  this  herb.  (Eaton.)  Several 
BpecieB  of  mint  were  used  bj  the  ancients,  one  of  which  says  Dr. 
•Stills,  is  generally  believed  to  be  Mentha  Sativa^  L.,  but  M. 
piperita  is  supposed  to  be  a  native  of  England.  ^'Guibourt 
states  that  the  older  botanists  of  the  continent,  as  Baukin, 
Oeoffroy,  &C.,  make  no  mention  of  it,  but  that  it  abounds  and 
is  much  used  in  China.  Dioscorides  and  the  Arabians  describe 
;at  great  length  the  virtues  of  many  kinds  of  mint,  but  none  of 
them  are  thought  to  be  the  present  officinal  species."  A  London 
Author  describes  twenty  species  of  this  genus ;  many  of  which 
are  analagous  in  their  physiological  effects  to  this  agent,  especially 
tie  Mentha  Viridis,  Spear-mint  Our  Author  observes : — "  This 
species  is  not  so  hot  to  the  taste  as  Peppermint,  and,  having  a 
more  agreeable  flavor  than  most  others,  is  generally  preferred  for 
culinary  and  medical  purposea  The  leaves  or  tops  are  used  in 
spring  salads,  and  eaten  dried  as  sauce  with  lamb,  and  in  soups. 
The  preparations  of  spear-mint  are  more  pleasant  than  those  of 
peppermint,  but  perhaps  less  efficacious.  This  herb,  and  indeed 
all  the  species,  contains  much  essential  oil,  but  of  a  less  agreeable 
odor  than  that  of  Lavender  or  MarjorauL  '  It  is  less  employed  as 
a  cephalic ;  but  it  acts  very  powerfully  on  parts  to  which  it  is 
immediately  applied,  and  therefore  considerably  on  the  stomach ; 
and  as  it  operates  especially  as  an  anti-spasmodic,  and  therefore 
relieves  pains  and  colics  arising  firom  spasms,  it  will  also  put  a  stop 
to  vomiting,  arising  from  the  same  cause ;  but  if  it  arise  from 
inflanamation  in  the  stomach  itself,  or  in  other  parts  of  the  body, 
it  aggravates  the  disease.  The  infusion  of  mint  in  warm  water 
agrees  better  with  the  stomach  than  the  distilled  water.  The 
officinal  preparations  (of  spear-mint)  are,  an  essential  oil,  a  conserve, 
very  gratefol ;  and  the  distilled  waters,  both  simple  and  spirituous, 
which  are  generally  thought  pleasant.  Lewis  observes,  that  Mint 
is  said  to  prevent  the  coagulation  of  milk ;  md  hence  it  has  been 
recommended  to  be  used  with  milk  diets,  and  even  in  cataplasms 
and  fomentations  for  resolving  coagulated  milk  in  the  breasts; 
upon  experiment,  the  curd  of  milk  digested  in  a  strong  infusion 
of  Mint,  could  not  be  perceived  to  be  any  otherwise  affected  than 
by  common  water ;  but  milk  in  which  Mint  leaves  were  set  to 
macerate,  did  not  coagulate  near  so  soon  as  an  equal  quantity  of 
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the  same  milk  kept  by  itself."  Oar  author  adds : — **  The  distilled 
v^ater,  or  infusion,  is  much  used  in  crudities  and  weaknesses  of  the 
stomach,  h'javing  or  retchings,  hiccup,  windiness,  and  burning 
heat  It  is  likewise  good  in  gnping  pains  of  the  stomaoh  and 
bowels,  and  in  giddin  ^ss  and  swimmings  of  the  head. 

Applied  externally,  it  takes  away  harlness  of  the  breasts,  and 
cures  the  head-acha 

A  strong  decoction  is  an  excellent  wa^h  for  eruptions  on  the 
skin,  chaps  and  sore  heads."  Thomas  Green,  author  of  the 
Universal  Herbal^  remarks,  speaking  of  psppermint:— "  Its 
stomachic,  anti-spasmodic  and  carminative  qualities,  render  it  use- 
ful in  flatulent  colics,  hysterical  affections,  retchings,  and  other 
dyspeptic  symptoms,  acting  as  a  cordial,  and  often  producing 
immediate  relief,  The  officinal  preparations  are  an  essential  oil,  a 
simple  water,  and  a  spirit  The  essence  of  Peppermint  is  an 
el^ant  medicine,  and  seems  to  be  the  rectiffed  oil  dissolved  in 
spirits  of  wina"  Mkyriok  observes :— "  It  is  a  valuable  medicine  in 
flatulent  colics,  hysteric  depressions,  and  other  complaints  of  a 
eimilar  nature ;  exerting  its  salutary  effects  as  soon  as  it  arrives  in 
the  stomach  and  diffusing  a  glowiig  warmth  throughout  the 
whole  body,  and  yet  without  heating  the  body  near  so  mach  as 
might  be  expected  from  the  great  warmth  and  pangency  of  its 
taste." 

Peppermint,  pennyroyal,  and  spear-mint  are  grouped  together 
by  some  authors  as  nearly  analagous  in  their  melical  properties ; 
thus  Waring  observes : — "  These  three  plants,  agree  closely  in 
botanical  character  (Nat  Ord.,  Labiatse),  in  their  habitat  (Europe), 
and  in  their  medicinal  propertiea 

The  volatile  oil  which  they  respectively  yield  is  the  best  form 
for  internal  usa  Oleum  Palegii  is  not  officinal  in  the  Brit.  Pkarmy 
Dr.  PoRCHSR  remarks,  relative  to  the  cultivation  of  peppermint : 
— "  lomiense  plantations  of  peppermint  for  the  production  of  the 
oil  exist,  sajs  Parrish  in  his  Praci.  Pharmicy^  in  St  Joseph's 
County,  in  the  southern  part  of  Michigan,  and  in  Oliio  and 
Western  New  York.  These  are  estimated  to  comprise  an  area 
exceeding  8,000  acres,  and  to  yield  in  oil  of  peppermint  over 
$63,000  per  annum." 
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Puerperal  Fever. — Mr.  DovE,  of  Norwich,  is  quoted  by 
Waring,  as  saying  that  the  oil  of  Peppermint  has  been  proposed 
in  puerperal  fever,  as  a  substitute  for  the  nauseous  Oil  of  Tur- 
pentine. In  severe  cases  he  is  represented  as  employing  it,  giving 
M.  xxx.-xl.  in  divided  doses  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  preceding 
its  use  by  a  stimulating  aperient  The  effects  were,  on  the  whole, 
very  satisfactory.  Mr.  Dove  considers  probably  all  essential  oils 
would  act  as  well  as  Turpentine.     Brit  Med  Joum.^  April  9, 1859. 

Opium  is  highly  serviceable  in  this  disease,  and  should  be 
administered  in  conjunction  with  Peppermint  Two  ounces  of  the 
oil,  dissolved  in  a  pint  of  alcohol,  makes  a  good  external  ap- 
plication in  this  affection.  This  agent,  as  a  general  thing,  has 
been  quite  too  much  neglected,  not  yet  taking  that  rank  in  our 
catalogue  of  remedies,  to  which  it  is  entitled,  in  consideration  of  its 
valuable  medical  properties. 

Flatxdeni  Oolic. — Dr.  Stills  observes: — "The  action  of  pep- 
permint is  that  of  a  simple  carminative  stimulant  An  infusion 
of  the  fresh  herb,  made  in  the  proportion  of  half  an  ounce  to  a  pint 
of  boiling  water,  may  be  given  in  doses  of  a  wine  glassful,  in  cases 
of  flatulent  colic,  but  for  this  purpose  the  essence  of  peppermint^ 
(Tinctura  Olei  Menthae  Piperitae)  is  preferable,  in  doses  of  from  five 
to  twenty  drops  mixed  with  a  wineglassfiil  of  hot  water,  and 
sweetened.  This  remedy  for  the  painful  affection  referred  to,  is 
almost  universally  employed  in  domestic  practice.  Infantile  cases 
are  often  treated  by  applying  the  fresh  bruised  herb  to  the 
abdomen.  A  similar  application  is  often  very  eiScient  in  cases  of 
cholera  morbus  of  children  and  even  in  the  adult" 

* 

Pereira's  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics  by  Wood,  has  the 
following  statement :  "  It  is  employed  for  several  purposes,  but 
principally  to  expel  flatus,  to  cover  the  unpleasant  taste  of  other 
medicines,  to  relieve  nausea,  griping  pain  and  the  flatulent  colic 
of  children."  In  flatulent  colic,  a  Turpentine  enema  is  frequently 
productive  of  much  good,  and  in  cases  where  small  doses  of  pep- 
permint and^  laudanum,  or  camphor  fail  to  give  relief,  should  be 
resorted  to. 

Oysmenorrhcea, — Dr.  Stills  observes: — "According  to  M. 
PiDOUX,  the  waim  infusion  of  peppermint  is  remarkably  effica- 
cious in  dysmenorrhoea,  attended  with  chilliness,  pandiculation^ 
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muscular  and  especially  rending  uterine  pains.  Young  chlorotic 
females  are,  also,  he  remarks,  subject  to  gactralgia  and  entralgia 
after  meals,  which  are  relieved  by  this  infusion ;  and  it  also,  if  taken 
in  the  interval  between  meals,  prevents  such  attacks.''  Iron, 
opium,  chloroform,  or  stramonium  may  often,  be  used  to  ad- 
vantage, in  conjunction  with  it 

Various  affections  have  been  put  upon  record  for  the  relief  of 
which  this  agent  has  been  employed.  PiDOUX  is  quoted  by  Dr. 
Stills  as  saying,  that  nervous  headaches,  palpitations  of  the  heart, 
hiccup,  &C.,  are  often  dissipated  by  its  meana  This  writer  recom- 
mends it  as  an  ordinary  drink  in  typhoid  aflfecti'  »ns,  in  the  cold 
stage  of  Asiatic  cholera,  and  in  the  other  excessive  fluxes, 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract  Dose,  1  to  2  Drame. 

INFUSION  OF  PEPPERMINT. 

Fluid  Extract        ....        One  Ounce. 
Water One  Pint. 

Dose — Four  to  eight  ounces. 


"•-♦- 


INULA  HELENIUM. 
{Elecampane.) 


BT  JOSEPH   BATES,   K    D. 


Natural  Order — Asteraoeae. 

In  the  sexual  system,  this  plant  will  be  found  in  Class,  Syn- 
genesia,  and  Order  Polygamia  Superflua. 

Generic  Character. — Involucre  imbricate,  generally  squar- 
rose ;  egret  simple,  scabrous,  sometimes  a  minute  exterior  chaffy 
one ;  anthers  ending  in  2  bristles  at  the  base ;  ray-florets  numerous. 
Bay-florets  always  yellow. 

Specific  Character. — (Flowers  yellow;  blooms  in  August; 
root  perennial.)  Leaves  clasping,  ovate,  rugose,  tomentose 
beneath:  scales  of  the  involucre  ovate.  Naturalized.  Attains  to 
the  hight  of  from  three  to  five  feet. 
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Habitat. — Native  of  Japan,  Denmark,  Britain,  Spain,  Gtermany,. 
Austria,  France,  Piedmont,  Switzerland,  and  Flanders. 

Medicinal  PbopertieSw — Aromatic,  stimulant  and  tonic,  to- 
which  some  have  added,  diaphoretic,  diuretic,  expectorant  and 
emmenagogue  properties. 

Part  Used.— Eoot 

History. — Inula,  Gr.  eleniotfj  fabled  to  have  sprung  from  the 
tears  of  Hellen.  (Eaton.) 

The  root  is  esteemed  a  good  pectoral,  and  a  conserve  of  it  ia 
recommended  in  disorders  of  the  breast  and  lungs,  to  promote 
expectoration;  such  was  the  language  penned  by  a  London 
Author,  more  than  fifty  years  ago.  Our  Author  proceeds  as 
follows : — **  An  infusion  of  it  fresh,  sweetened  with  honey,  is  said 
to  be  an  excellent  medicine  in  the  hooping-cough ;  and  a  decoction 
outwardly  applied,  to  cure  the  itch.  Bruised  and  macerated  in 
urine,  with  balls  of  ashes  and  whortleberries,  it  dyes  a  blue  color. 

The  decoction  of  it  cures  sheep  that  have  the  scab,  hence  in 
some  countries  it  is  called  aoab-wort]  and  in  others  Horse-heal^  from 
its  reputed  virtues  in  curing  the  cutaneous  diseases  of  horses."  It 
has  been  quite  extensively  used  in  domestic  practice  for  colds, 
coughs,  diseases  of  the  abdominal  viscera,  and  diseases  of  the  skin, 
&C.  The  odor  of  the  root  is  somewhat  analogous  to  that  of 
camphor.  Its  properties  are  imparted  to  alcohol  and  water.  It 
contains  a  peculiar  principle,  inulin,  in  some  respects  resembling 
starch,  and  in  others  very  dissimilar.  Some  have  attributed  to  it 
alterative  properties,  and  employed  it  in  dropsy,  and  in  diseases 
of  the  alimentary  canal. 

Therapeutical  Employment. 
Chronic  Pulmonary  Affections, — As  an  expectorant  and  dia- 
phoretic, elecampane  has  been  used  with  decided  benefit  in  many 
chronic  affections  of  the  lungs.    It  will  prove  a  valuable  adjuvant 
in  the  treatment  of  this  harassing  group  of  diseases. 

Debility  of  the  Digestive  Organs — As  a  mild  Stimulant  and 
tonic,  this  remedy  has  been  recommended  in  weakness  of  the 
digestive  organa  The  combination  of  properties  which  it  reveals, 
appears  to  indicate  favorable  results  from  its  use  in  this  protean 
class  of  diseases  Heroic  treatment,  and  active  remedies  are^ 
seldom  indicated  in  the  treatment  of  this  class  of  affections. 
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Torpor  of  the  Bildary  Organs. — Mercury,  in  some  fonn,  has 
long  been,  and  is  at  present,  pne  of  the  most  Jpopnlar  remedies 
employed  in  th^  various  diseases  of  the  liver,  and  will  retain  its 
popularity  as  foremost  in  the  catalogue  of  medicinal  agents,  unless 
some  rival  agent  be  yet  discovered 

Notwithstanding  Uie  merited  applause  of  mercurials  in  liver 
affections,  other  agents  such  as  iodide  ot  potassium,  conium, 
podophyllin,  muriate  oi  ammonia,  phosphate  of  soda,  and  inula 
helenium  present  weighty  claims  for  consideration  and  relianca 
Elecampane  is  very  fistvorably  spoken  o^  by  those  who  have  ad- 
ministered it  in  torpor  of  the  biliary  organa  It  should  be  given 
in  doses,  of  the  powdered  root,  varying  from  one  to  three  scruples^ 
or  of  the  infusion,  from  one  to  two  fluid-ounces. 

Dyspepsia. — Dr.  Kma  speaks  of  inula  helenium,  as  being  much 
used  in  dyspepsia. 

Oataneous  Diseases. — ^The  external  and  internal  use  of  this  agent 
is  mentioned  by  Dr.  King,  in  tetter,  itch,  and  other  cutaneous 
diseases. 

Lozenge  or  PUL — In  the  extension  of  this  article,  I  add  the 
following  from  Dr.  EL : — '^  The  alcoholic  extract,  combined  with 
powdered  extract  of  liquorice,  benzoic  acid,  sanguinaria  and 
morphia,  forms  a  lozenge,  or  pill  very  valuable  in  chronic  catarrhal, 
bronchial,  and  all  pulmonary  irritations ;  one  drop  of  the  Oil  of 
Stillingia  may  be  added  to  each  lozenge,  for  bronchial  and  laryn- 
geal aflFectiona" 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract      -        -        -       Dose,  ^  to  1  Dram. 

INFUSION  OP  ELECAMPANE. 

Fluid  Extract        ...        -    Pour  Ounces. 

Water Twelve  Ounce& 

Dose  —one  to  two  drams. 

COMPOUND  STRUP  OF  ELECAMPANE. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Elecampane        -      Two  Ounces. 

Foxglove  -  Three  Drams. 
Ipecac  -  -  Three  Drams. 
Opium    One  and  one-half  Drams. 

Syrup Thirteen  Ouncea 

Dose — One-half  to  one  dram,  four  to  six  times  a  day,  in  chronic 
catarrL 


(  It 
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CYSTITIS. 


BY  M    E.  DOZIEE,   M.  D.,   ATTALLA,   ETAWAH  CO.,   ALA. 


As  this  is  a  disease  which  is  often  obstioate  and  difficult  to  manage 
and  which  is  so  annoying  both  to  the  patient  and  physician,  I  d^m 
it  the  duty  of  eveiy  physician  who  thinks  his  treatment  successful 
in  this  or  any  other  disease,  to  make  it  known  through  some 
Journal  that  is  most  likely  to  reach  the  largest  number  of  phy- 
sicians— ^as  it  is  in  this  way  we  are  enabled  to  keep  up  with  the 
progress  of  Medical  Science.  'Tis  true  that  there  are  many  who 
never  read  a  Journal  and  who  look  upon  every  thing  new  as  a 
humbug,  but  these  self-conceited  bigots,  like  water,  '^generally 
find  their  level,"  but  probably  at  the  expense  of  much  suffering 
and  even  loss  of  life  before  they  reach  it  But  m  this  is  not  my 
theme,  I  will  return  to  my  subject  and  proceed  to  give  you  my 
treatment  for  Ch/stUis — which  may  not  be  as  good  as  has  been 
adopted  by  some  others — but  which  has  given  me  entire  satisfac- 
tion in  a  large  practice  for  the  past  five  yeara 

In  acute  cases,  I  generally  keep  the  bowels  a  little  loose  with 
some  mild  aperient — and  put  them  upon  the  following : 

9     Emulsion  Gum  Arabic  and  water,        -  5  ij. 

Tinct  Gelseminum 5  ij. 

Sweet  Spts.  Nitre  -        -        -     '  -  J   j 

Spta  Terebinth. 3  as. 

Sig.    Teaspoonful  every  four  to  six  hours. 

I  also  give — ^Bromide  of  Potassium  in  five  gr.  doses  about 
three  times  per  day  in  solution. 

Should  this  treatment  fail  I  put  them  upon  the  following : 

^    Buchu  Leaves        .... 

Uva  TJrsi J^a       5  j- 

Eupatorium  Purpureum  5  ij. 

Aqua  pura Oiss. 

Boil  slowly  to  one  pint  and  add  Gum  Arabic,  Q.  S.,  to  form  an 
emulsion.    To  this  add : 

Tinct  Gelseminum        ....  5   iv. 

Sweet  Spta  Nitre 5    ij 

Bromide  Potassium  3    y- 
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Sig.     Table-spoonful  thrae  times  per  day.     Or,  in  lieu  of  this  I 
use  the  following : 

51     Fluid  Extract  Buchu        ... 
"  "      UvaUrsi        -        • 

Sweet  Spts.  Nitre 

Tinct  Gelsepainum        ...  aa       5    ij- 

Bromide  Potassium  •         -  ■       3  "j 

Sig.     De8ser^spoonfttl  8  times  per  day. 

In  chronic  cases  I  give  the  latter  prescription  and  in  addition 
give  the  following : 

9     Ext  Nux  Vomica  (Solid) 
"    Belladonna 

"     Hyoicyami      -        '.                 -     aa    grs.   xx. 
Hydrastin,  • grs.  xxx. 

Make  pills  sixty.     Sig.     One  after  each  meal. 

N.  B.     The  TincL  Gelseminum  which  I  use,  I  make  by  merely 
covering  the  crude  root  with  dilute  alcohol  or  proof  spirits.  J 


•  ♦ 


ON  CHOLERA  AND  CHOLERA  INFANTUM. 


BY    EDWARD  E.  PALMER,  M.  D.,  PROFESSOR    OF   PHYSIOLOGY 
IN   THE    UNIVERSITY    OF   LOUISVILLE. 


Two  cases  of  malignant  cholera  have  lately  come  under  my 
observation  in  this  city.  The  first  occurred  on  the  2d  and  the 
second  on  the  3d  of  July.  They  were  attended  by  Dr.  Manly  and 
myself.    Prof.  Bell  saw  the  second  case  in  consultation  with  us. 

The  subject  of  the  first  case  was  a  young  lady,  aged  twenty- 
eight  years.  She  was  taken  during  the  night  of  July  1st  with 
vomiting  and  purging.  She  was  seen  by  Dr.  Manly  at  daylight, 
July  2d,  when  the  vomiting  and  purging  had  ceased.  Collapse 
had  taken  place.  No  pulse  was  perceptible  beyond  an  occasional 
quiver  of  the  carotids;  restlessness  a  prominent  symptom,  with 
death  at  eight  a.  m.    I  saw  the  case  between  six  and  seven  a.  m. 

The  second  patient  was  the  father  of  the  young  lady,  and  had 
nursed  her  throughout  her  last  illness.  After  her  death  he  went 
out  in  town,  exposed  to  the  great  heat  of  the  mid-day  sun,  to  make 
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arrangements  for  the  funeral.  At  two  o'clock  I  was  sent  for,  and 
found  him  lying  down,  breathing  rapidly,  somewhat  hoarse,  with 
a  rapid  feeble  pulse,  and  anxious  expression  of  countenance.  He 
had  just  returned  from  the  privy,  and  had  discovered  his  ex- 
haustion in  climbing  the  stairs  to  his  room.  I  ordered  at  once  the 
''  chloroform  paregoric  "  which  is  reconmiended  by  Dr.  Hartshorne 
in  his  ^'Essentials;"  also  sent  for  Dr.  Manly.  It  is  needless  to 
follow  the  case  either  as  regards  the  treatment  on  the  one  hand  or 
the  march  to  dissolution  on  the  other.  He  died  the  next  day  at 
about  one  o'clock  p.  m. 

My  object  in  writing  this  brief  article  is  not  to  add  to  the 
already  long  history  of  ineffectual  struggles  which  the  profession 
is  too  often  called  upon  to  make  against  this  rapidly  fatal  malady; 
but  I  have  some  observations,  or>  more  properly  some  reflections, 
which  I  wish  to  submit  to  my  professional  brethren. 

Cholera,  I  am  convinced,  is  no  more  identical  with  cholera 
morbus,  nor  any  more  due  to  a  like  cause,  than  is  small-pox  with 
pneumonia.  The  one  is  clearly  due  to  a  specific  poison  inhaled; 
the  other  to  the  action  of  non-specific  causes.  Their  prevalence  at 
the  same  time  is  simply  a  coincidence,  nothing  more.  Purging  and 
vomiting  constitute  the  disease  in  cholera  morbus,  and  when  this 
disease  proves  fatal  it  is  due  to  exhaustion  from  these  actions. 
Purging  and  vomiting,  though  usually  present,  may  be  entirely 
absent,  and  are,  relatively  speaking,  minor  symptoms  in  true 
cholera. 

Suppression  of  urine,  so  often  spoken  of  in  connection  with 
cholera,  may  occur  or  may  not,  though  the  former  is  almost  in- 
variably the  case.  When  it  does  it  is  not,  strictly  speaking,  the 
cause  of  death,  but  is  one  of  the  effects  of  the  specific  cause  which 
is  crippling  other  and  quite  as  important  functions.  Nor  is  inspis- 
sation  of  the  blood  entitled  to  the  prominence  it  holds  among  the 
causes  of  death.  The  blood  certainly  fails  to  circulate,  and  that 
usually  to  a  great  extent  some  hours  before  death. 

Cholera  appears  to  be  in  its  essence  the  result  of  some  unknown 
specific  poison  acting  upon  the  ganglionic  system  of  nerves.  It  is 
a  '^  ganglionic  tetanus,"  and  whenever  cured  it  must  be  by  such 
agents  as  will  relax  this  spasm  of  the  vaso-motor  and  other 
ganglionic  nerves.  The  purging,  the  vdmiting,  the  inspissation 
of  the  blood,  the  urinary  suppression,  these  will  all,  if  present^ 
demand  attention;  but  the  cholera,   which  kills  without  any  of 
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these  phenomena^  may  also  carry  off  the  patient  after  the  relief  of 
these  symptoms.  I  can  not  better  explain  what  I  mean  than  by 
comparing  my  second  case  with  one  of  cholera  morbus  which  I  had 
under  treatment  at  the  same  time. 

The  cholera  case  looked  malignant  from  the  start.  The 
countenance  was  changed  to  an  anxious  expression;  was  pinched 
and  blue;  the  whole  surface  was  blue  and  shriveled;  the  pulse 
speedily  became  thready,  and  in  ten  or  twelve  hours  was  lost;  the 
extremities  became  cold  about  the  same  time;  the  voice  was  first 
husky,  and  then  was  lost  in  a  tew  hours.  During  the  first  twelve 
hours  urine  was  voided  regularly ;  after  that  not  at  all.  Purging 
and  vomiting  were  tolerably  frequent  during  the  first  twelve  hours^ 
but  ceased,  as  we  believed,  under  the  effect  of  treatment  at  the  end 
of  that  time,  after  which  whisky,  brandy,  egg-nog,  milk,  and  water 
were  taken  and  retained.  The  cerebro-spinal  system  did  not 
appear  to  take  any  part  in  the  affection.  Death  from  collapse 
resulted  in  twenty-four  hours  after  the  attack.  The  case  through- 
out reminded  me  more  of  one  of  fatal  poisoning  than  any  thing 
else. 

The  cholera-morbus  case  began  at  ten  p.  m.  of  July  2d,  the  same 
day  and  in  the  same  neighborhood  as  the  case  of  cholera.  I  saw 
the  patient,  an  adult  man,  at  eleven  p.  m.  It  was  a  fearful  case, 
the  vomiting  and  purging  far  exceeding  that  of  the  cholera  case. 
Abdominal  and  crural  cramps  were  well  marked;  skin  cool,  but 
not  cold;  pulse  all  the  way  through  full,  though  latterly  feeble. 
These  sympioms,  with  slight  improvement,  lasted  nearly  twenty- 
four  hours,  when  they  gave  place  to  a  good  sleep,  and  the  case  was 
ended.  It  was  attended  by  no  collapse,  no  cessation  of  pulse,  no 
loss  of  voice,  no  shriveling,  no  iciness  of  the  extremities,  and  none 
of  that  ugly  blueness  which  marks  cholera.  So  different  was  thi» 
and  every  other  case  of  cholera  morbus  (some  twenty  or  thirty  in 
number)  which  I  have  seen  this  summer  from  the  cholera  cases, 
that  I  felt  no  hesitation,  even  when  the  vomiting,  purging,  and 
cramping  were  almost  incessant,  in  promising  a  certain  recovery. 
As  for  cholera,  as  I  have  already  said,  it  is  not  the  purging, 
vomiting,  etc.,  but  the  ganglionic  tetanies  that  kills. 

Choleba  Infantum. 
Previous  numbers  of  the  Practitioner  have  contained  articles 
highly  commendatory  of  the  calomel  and  of    the  bismuth  and 
pepsin  treatment  of  cholera  infantum.     I  have  tried  both,  and  am 
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fully  convinced  of  their  inferiority  in  this  disease  to  the  creasote 
and  lead  treatment.  In  the  treatment  of  a  large  number  of  cases 
during  the  last  three  summers  but  one  has  proved  fatal,  and  that 
one  was  in  a  state  of  complete  collapse  before  it  was  seen.  Tlie 
formula  used  is  as  follows: 

I^     Mucilaginis  acacisB |    ss. 

Liquoris  calcis |  iss. 

Creasoti gtt.  iij. 

Plumbi  acetatis gr.  xvj. 

S.     A  tea-spoonful  every  one  to  three  hours. 

One  thing  proved  is  the  innocuousness  of  the  acetate,  no 
•symptom  of  lead-poisoning  having  in  any  instance  resulted.  A 
former  professor  of  chemistry  in  this  city  was  in  the  habit  of  as- 
serting that  sugar  of  lead  might  be  given  in  scruple  or  half-dram 
-doses  without  any  toxic  effect,  which  seems,  though  contrary  to 
general  opinion,  exceedingly  plausible. 

Egg-water — the  white  of  one  egg  to  each  gobletful — is  given  in 
^conjunction  with  the  above  treatment.  By'  adding  a  good-sized 
pinch  of  bi-carbonate  of  soda  to  each  glassful  the  retention  of  this 
'drink  by  the  stomach  is  almost  assured. 

Finally,  in  the  above  reference  is  had  to  those  cases  only  which 
^re  strictly  cholera  infantum,  entero-colitis  being  excluded  as  a 
disease  which  during  its  protracted  course  usually  needs  a  variety 
of  treatment.  Here  too,  however,  creasote  and  lead  will  give  great 
satisfaction.  My  object  in  this  note  is  not  the  promulgation  of  a 
new  treatment;  but,  if  possible,  to  strengthen  a  good  old  one,  and 
claim  again  for  the  use  of  sugar  of  lead  freedom  from  the  danger 
of  lead-poisoning. — American  Practitioner^  August,  1873. 
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A  CASE  IN   OBSTETRICS. 


BT    E.  F.  CHESTER,  U.  D.,    OF   CEDAR   SPRINGS,    MICH. 


The  cure  I  am  about  to  report  will  I  trust,  be  of  interest  to  the 
medical  profession,  as  the  treatment  I  adopted  was  attended  with 
marked  success. 

Mrs.  J.  P.,  aged  twenty-nine  years,  a  small  woman,  of  ansemic 
appearance,  consulted  me  on  the  1st  of  March,  1873.  The  history 
of  the  case  is  as  follows: — Mrs  J.  P.  has  had  one  child,  and  at  the 
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time  of  her  labor  craniotomy  was  performed.  The  early  stage  of 
her  former  labor  appeared  to  go  on  favorably  enough  for  a  short 
time,  but  uterine  contraction  became  feeble  after  a  few  hours,  and 
at  last  entirely  ceased,  whilst  the  head  was  above  the  brim  of  the 
pelvis.  Symptoms  of  prostration  were  present,  and  after  waiting 
thirty  hours  it  was  considered  by  her  medical  attendants  that 
further  delay  might  prove  serious,  and  craniotomy  was  performed. 

She  consulted  me  at  the  sixth  month  of  her  second  pregnancy, 
and  gave  th,e  history  of  her  case.  I  told  her  that  I  would 
correspond  with  her  attending  physician.  I  did  so,  and  became 
convinced  that  the  following  course  was  the  best  and  complicated 
with  the  least  danger.  I  recommended  exercise  in  the  open  air,  a 
good,  generous  diet,  combined  with  iron  and  quiniaB  sulph.  Taking 
into  consideration  the  history  of  her  first  labor  and  the  risk  I  should 
run  by  allowing  the  patient  to  go  on  to  full  time,  I  decided  to  in- 
duce premature  labor.  At  the  end  of  the  seventh  month  I  con- 
sidered myself  justified  in  so  doing,  for  the  patient  was  anxious  to 
have  a  living  child,  and  the  risk  of  inducing  premature  labor  at  the 
end  of  the  seventh  month  would  not  be  attended  with  so  much 
danger  to  the  patient. 

On  the  1st  of  April  I  commenced  operating  for  the  induction  of 
premature  labor  by  introducing  a  sponge  tent  and  keeping  it  in 
position  by  a  plug  in  the  vagina.  This  I  removed  every  eight 
hours  and  introduced  plugs  of  a  little  larger  size;  warm  water  was 
thrown  up  the  vagina  for  the  purpose  of  enlarging  the  sponge  tents. 
I  pursued  this  plan  of  treatment  for  nearly  four  days  and  dilatation 
began  to  take  place.  On  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  April,  the 
strength  of  the  patient  beginning  to  diminish,  I  decided  on 
puncturing  the  membranes,  which  I  had  declined  resorting  to  in 
order  to  afford  protection  as  much  as  possible  to  the  child.  The 
membranes  were  easily  reached  with  the  finger,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  liquor  amnii  escaped.  I  then  administered  a  tea- 
spoonful  of  the  fluid  ext.  ef  ergot  (Tilden  &  Co.'s)  every  half 
hour  for  two  hours.  Pains  commenced  and  continued  at  intervals 
nntil  nine  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  they  began  to  diminish.  Every 
effort  was  made  on  my  part  to  keep  up  the  strength  of  tKe 
patient;  beef  tea  and  wine  were  given  many  times  during  the  day^ 
At  ten  o'clock  p.  m.  her  pulse  rapidly  increased  in  frequency  but 
diminished  in  strength.  The  head  of  the  child  was  then  entering 
the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  and  the  pains  being  inadequate,  I  decided 
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on  terminating  the  laber  as  soon  as  possible.  I  administered  a 
little  chloroform,  and  applied  the  forceps,  and  very  soon  succeeded 
in  bringing  into  the  world  a  living  child. 

My  patient  made  a  rapid  recovery,  and  at  this  writing  both 
mother  and  child  are  enjoying  a  good  degree  of  health. — Medical 
and  Surgical  Reporter^  August,  1873. 


-♦-•- 


ERG-OT  IN  THE  TREATMENT  OF  NEJIVOUS 

DISEASES. 


Dr.  Daniel  Kitchen,  Assistant  Physician  to  the  New  York  State 
Lunatic  Asylum,  makes,  in  the  July  number  of  the  American 
Journal  of  Insanity^  an  interesting  report  of  the  action  of  ergot 
im  certain  nervous  affections.  He  used  the  fluid  extract  and  the 
aqueous  extract,  or  ergotine,  made  by  Merck,  of  Vienna.  The 
dose  of  the  former  is  from  one  to  two  drachms;  the  latter  from  six 
to  ten  grains.  One  drachm  of  the  alcoholic  extract  is  equal  to  about 
six  grains  of  the  ergotine.  He  also  used  a  few  ounces  of  a  solid 
extract,  which  is  about  equal  in  strength  to  imported  ergotine.  The 
full  physiological  effect  of  ergot  will  last  from  one-half  to  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour. 

*'  There  is  probably  no  condition  so  annoying  to  the  patient  as 
headache,  and  certainly  it  is  the  most  common.  In  the  following 
forms  we  have  used  ergotine  with  much  benefit  and  comfort  to  the 
patient:  1.  Headache,  depending  on  plethora  or  fullness  of  blood; 
2.  Headache  from  anaemia;  3.  Headache  depending  on  changes  in 
brain  substance  and  the  membranes;  4.  Epileptic  headaches;  5. 
Migraine;  6.  Headache  depending  on  disordered  menstruation. 
The  most  common  form  of  headache  is  the  first,  or  that  depending 
on  a  plethoric  condition  of  the  blood-vessels  of  the  brain.  Of 
course  we  can  not  estimate  correctly  the  amount  of  pain  endured 
at  each  sickness,  but  it  depends  largely  upon  the  constitutional 
character  and  nervous  susceptibility  of  the  patient.  In  plethoric 
headaches  the  course  is  either  very  short  (a  few  hours  at  most),  dr 
they  last  for  some  days.  The  pain  is  usually  referable  to  the  back 
of  the  head,  and  there  is  much  throbbing  of  the  temporal  arteries. 
In  this  class  of  headaches  we  have  used  ergotine  largely;  about 
one-hundred  patients  have  been  prescribed  for,  and  in  almost  every 
instance  relief  was  given  in  less  than  half  an  hour,  and  the  attack 
thoroughly  cut  short. 
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^'  In  headache  from  an  an®mic  condition  of  the  brain  the  blood- 
vessels are  usually  lax,  and  as  a  consequence  there  is  a  slowness 
of  the  circulation.  Ergotine  contracts  the  blood-Vessels,  thereby 
giving  tone  to  the  arterial  system;  the  blood  is  forced  more 
quickly  and  regularly  through  the  brain,  and  of  cQurse  in  greater 
quantity.  Our  cases  of  cerebral  anaemia  are  comparatively  few, 
and  experiments  are  therefore  limited;  yet  in  those  cases  where  we 
have  had  an  oppoitunity  of  using  it  happy  results  have  followed. 
In  epileptic  headaches  and  iA  epilepsy  we  have  used  ergot  largely. 
In  petit  mal  there  are  muscular  twitchings,  congestions  of  the  face, 
suffusion  of  the  eyes,  and  a  rush  of  blood  to  the  head.  We  have 
in  many  of  these  cases  been  able  to  ward  off  the  grand  mal  by 
large  doses  of  ergotine.  We  have  often  combined  it  with  conium, 
and  it  seems  in  this  combination  to  work  even  more  satisfactorily 
than  alone,  which  is  chiefly  due,  we  suppose,  to  the  sedative  effect 
of  Ae  conium.  In  migraine,  or  sick-headache,  we  have  distended 
blood-vessels  pressing  on  the  opthalmic  division  of  the  fifth  nerve, 
thereby  causing  the  pain;  and  if  we  accept  this  thecry,  then 
ergotine,  by  contracting  the  blood-vessels,  will  relieve  the  head- 
ache. In  headaches  depending  upon  some  disordered  condition 
of  menstruation  we  usually  have  a  fullness  or  congestion  of  the 
cerebral  vessels;  sometimes,,  however,  it  may  occur  form  ansemia 
of  the  brain.     In  both  forms  the  use  of  ergotine  is  beneficial." 

Dr.  K.  concludes  his  paper  with  the  following  statements: 

^'  1.  Benefit  of  combination  with  bromide  of  potassium  in 
epilepsy;  2.  It  is  apt  to  produce  cramps  and  pain  in  the  stomach, 
which  is  remedied  by  combination  with  conium;  3.  In  nervous 
diseases  it  soothes  all  renal  irritation  and  catarrh  of  the  bladder; 
4.  It  dilates  the  pupil  sufiiciently  to  be  noticed;  5.  Increases  both 
frequency  and  tension  of  the  pulse;  6.  Has  no  appreciable  effect 
on  the  heat  of  the  body;  7.  In  large  doses  it  produces  the  same 
effect  as  conium,  by  inducing  sleep:  8.  Its  beneficial  action  in 
delirium  tremens,  after  bromide  of  potassium  has  failed;  9.  It 
combines  readily  in  form  of  pill  with  sulphate  of  quinine;  10.  It 
is  a  cerebral  sedative;  11.  Ergotine  possesses  an  advantage  over  the 
alcoholic  extract  in  not  producing  any  pain  or  cramp  in  the  stomach, 
and  is  given  in  smaller  quantity;  12.  Ergot  is  not  likely  to  be 
adulterated,  and  we  always  secure  an  appreciable  effect  after  its 
administration." — American  Practitioner^  August,  1873. 
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ON  THE  ACTION  OF  MORPHIA  OR  OPIUM  AND 

CHLOROFORM  IN  LABOR. 


BT  HABVBT  L.  BTBD,  M.  D.,    PBOFE880B  OF  DISEASES  OF  WOMEN   ANI> 

OHILDBEN  IN   THE    COLLEGE     OF    PHYSICIANS    AND 

SUBGEONS,    BALTIMOBE,   MABTLAND. 


The  writer  is  indebted  to  an  article  by  Hiram  Corson,  "  On  the 
Use  of  Opium  in  Labor,"  in  naml]%r  22,  volume  xxviii,  of  the 
Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter ^  for  the  opportunity  of  making 
known  to  the  profession  his  present  views  in  relation  to  this  most 
interesting  subject.  A  little  more  than  two  years  a^o  he  was  re- 
quested by  Prof.  Eidward  Warren,  M.  D.,  then  editor  of  a  Medical 
Journal  in  this  city,  to  prepare  a  paper  for  its  pages  on  the  use 
of  chloroform  in  labor.  The  article  appeared  just  prior  to  the 
cessation  of  the  Journal,  and  as  its  circulation  was  limited, 
probably  never  met  the  eye  of  Dr.  Corson,  or  other  readers  of  the 
Reporter.  Therefore,  so  much  of  it  as  is  necessary  to  explain  the 
ideas  of  the  writer  on  the  modus-operandi  of  morphia,  or  opium  in 
labor,  is  here  reproduced.  He  flatters  himself  with  the  belief  that 
the  views  below  expressed  on  the  action  of  chloroform  and 
morphia  in  labor  will  be  regarded  orthodox  by  his  professional 
brethren. 

In  order  to  a  full  and  clear  conception  of  the  condition  and 
cii'cumstanoes  of  the  woman,  rendering  the  administration  of  chlo- 
roform judicious,  or  even  safe,  in  ordinary  cases  of  labor,  it  is  of 
great  moment  that  we  remember  the  anatomical  fact^  that  the 
uterus  is  furnished  with  two  distinct  sets  of  nerves,  i.  e,  from  the 
sympathetic  and  the  spinal  systems. 

A  knowledge  of  this  fact  furnishes  us  with  inteliigent  ideas  of 
the  time  and  amount  of  impression  proper  to  be  made  with  it  in 
cases  of  parturition,  and  likewise  enables  us  also  to  decide  these 
important  points  when  its  effects  are  called  for,  or  deemed  advisable, 
in  all  other  obstetrical  proceedings. 

But  of  the  anatomical  arrangement  of  the  nerves  distributed  to 
the  uterus: — 

The  body  of  the  womb  receives  its  supply  from  the  ganglionic 
or  sympathetic  system,  while  those  distributed  in  the  cervix  and  os 
are  derived  from  the  spinal  or  nervous  centres  of  animal  life.  Thus 
we  are  enabled  to  comprehend  why  it  is  that  ergot^  gossypium^  etCy 
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as  they  direct  their  action  to  the  sympathetic  system,  or  nerves  of 
organic  life,  promote  contraction  of  the  muscular  fibres  of  the 
fundus  and  body  of  the  uterus,  thereby  aiding  the  expulsion  of  its 
contents;  while  morphia,  chloroform,  etc.,  obtund  in  their  auction 
the  sensibility  of  the  spinal  nerves  supplying  the  neck  and  os,  when 
suffering  severely  from  distension  taking  place  in  the  fibres  of  those 
pa/rts,  induced  by  the  pressure  of  the  head,  or  other  presenting 
part  of  the  foetus,  and  thus  render  less  painful,  or  even  painless 
(as  under  the  full  action  of  chloroform)  the  expulsion  of  the  child 
by  the  contractions  controlled  by  the  ganglionic  nerves.  The  fact 
is  well-known  to  all  accoucheurs  of  much  experience,  that  the 
contra^ions  of  the  womb  are  but  little  affected  by  chloroform, 
whether  the  patient  is  more  or  less  under  its  influence  during  the 
progress  of  labor.  Obviously,  therefore,  the  use  of  chloroform  or 
morphia,  so  far  from  retarding  labor,  may,  in  mafiy  cases,  facilitate 
its  progress  by  removing  or  obtufiding  the  irritability  of  the  nerves 
supplying  the  neck,  particularly  as  just  noticed,  as  anaesthesia  does 
not  affect  the  sympathetic  nerves  presiding  over  the  contractions 
of  the  fundus  and  body  of  the  womb.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that 
amesthesia  may  be  induced  and  carried  to  any  safe  or  justifiable 
extent  in  labor,  without  interfering  in  any  material  degree  with 
the  physiological  action  of  the  uterus  in  parturition.  We  use  the 
term  physiological,  for  the  contractions  of  the  womb  are  undoubt- 
edly of  this  character,  whatever  may  be  thought  of  pai?i  f rotn  the 
contraction  of  muscular^  fibre  in  other  conditions  or  parts  of  the 
organism.  The  action  of  the  ganglionic  nerves  on  the  uterus  is 
made  clearly  nianifest  in  the  violent  contractions  and  expulsive 
efforts  often  se^  in  that  organ  in  coma,  or  insensibility  induced  by 
other  causes,  as  well  as  chloroform,  even  in  cases  where  the  foetus 
is  known  to  be  dead,  or  incapable  by  its  movements  of  stimulating 
or  exciting  uterine  contractions.  That  there  should  exist  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  among  obstetricians  regarding  the  time  of  ad- 
ministration, and  the  degree  of  anaesthesia  to  be  induced  by 
chloroform,  in  ordinary  cases  of  parturition,  is  easy  of  comprehen- 
sion. In  fact,  the  known  diversity  of  experience  in  the  profession, 
in  regard  to  many  other  potent,  but  not  the  less  valuable, 
therapeutic  agents,  is  not  more  remarkable  or  surprising  than  in 
regard  to  this.  Some  who  admit  that  labor  may  be  successfully 
terminated,  both  to  mother  and  child,  whilst  the  former  is  under 
the  anaesthetic  effects  of  chloroform,  object  from  religious  scruples, 
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to  its  administration,  and  contend  that  pain  in  labor  was  imposed 
by  the  Creator  as  a  penalty  of  violated  law.  Ergo — she  should  not 
be  relieved  of  the  sufferings  of  <?hild-birth,  though  no  risk  be  in- 
curred to  mother  or  child  by  the  ansBsthetic  effects  of  chloroform. 
Many  accoucheurs  are  aware,  from  personal  observation,  that  some 
women  experience  very  little,  and  a  few  absolutely  no  pain  in 
child-birth  !  And  it  is  known  that  many  females  of  the  lower 
animals  suffer  severely  in  giving  birth  to  their  young.  Indeed,  it 
is  highly  probable  that  painless  labori^,  under  favorable  circum- 
stances, are  very  nearly,  if  not  quite,  as  frequent  in  women  as  in 
the  inferior  animals. 

It  would  be  as  rational  to  urge  objections  to  the  anaesthetic 
effects  of  chloroform  in  surgical  proceedings  and  operations  as  in 
labor.  We  read  the  Creator  brought  a  deep  sleep  on  Adam,  ere 
he  removed  the  part  from  which  he  formed  his  wife.  Parties 
urging  the  use  of  chloroform  in  labor  as  sinful,  or  a  violation 
of  Divine  law,  readily  embrace  all  the  means  of  lessening  toil, 
or  those  for  the  prolongation  of  life,  notwithstanding  the  "  sweat 
of  the  face,"  and  "penalty  of  death,"  are  expressed  as  forcibly 
in  the  Mosaic  writings  as  the  pains  of  child-birth. 

For  the  benefit  of  the  junior  members  of  the  profession,  at- 
tention is  respectfully  invited  to  the  importance  of  the  following 
observations  concerning  the  use  of  chloroform  in  labor.  It  is  of  the 
greatest  moment  that  the  pulse  and  respiration  be  carefully  watched 
from  the  commencement  to  the  close  of  its  administration,  as  much 
so,  in  fact,  as  in  any  other  condition  of  the  organism  justifying  or 
calling  for  its  administration,  if  we  would  avoid  danger  from  its 
use.  These  functions  afford  the  only  accurate  and  sure  indications 
of  the  propriety  of  continuing  the  inhalati6n.  We  should  stop 
immediately,  if  we  find  the  pulse  becomes  weak  and  the  respiration 
difficult  or  irregular.  Any  hesitation  or  faltering  in  either  should 
demand  the  instant  cessation  of  the  inhalation.  Careful  attention 
to  these  rules  will  enable  us  to  keep  the  larger  majority  of  women 
sufficiently  under  its  influence,  when  desirable  to  do  so,  for  hours; 
and  thus,  through  its  agency,  labor  may,  when  necessary,  be 
rendered  absolutely  painless. — Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter y 
July,  1873. 
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ON    THE    USE   OF   PANCREATIC    EMULSION  IN 
THE  WASTING  DISEASES   OF  CHILDREN. 


Horace  Dobell,  M.  D.,  {Practitioner^  October,  1872),  proposes 
this  remedy  for  that  wretched  form  of  atrophy,  debility  and 
marasmus  in  children,  where  every  part  of  the  body  wastes  away 
except  the  abdomen,  the  state  described  by  Dr.  Druitt  in  his  Vade 
Mecum  in  the  following  few  and  graphic  words:  "Emaciation 
and  voracity;  the  belly  swelled  and  hard;  the  skin  dry  and  harsh; 
the  eyes  red;  the  tongue  strawberry-colored;  the  breath  fcBtid;  the 
stools  dark-colored  and  offensive;  the  bowels  sometimes  costive, 
sometimes  extremely  relaxed;  the  patient  usually  dies  hectic." 
The  author  desires  to  bring  prominently  forward  that  this  state, 
provided  there  is  no  advanced  lung  disease,  is  rapidly  cured  by 
pancreatic  emulsion  given  in  doses  of  a  teaspoonful  every  four 
hours,  and  regularly  persisted  in  until  fat  and  flesh  are  restored. 
It  is,  of  course,  necessary  that  a  proper  diet  should  be  insisted 
upon  at  the  same  time;  but  proper  diet  without  the  pancreatic 
emulsion  will  not  do.  In  addition  to  the  stress  laid  upon  the  in- 
fluence of  the  salivary  and  pancreatic  juices  upon  the  digestion 
of  starch,  in  Dr.  Prospero  Sonsino's  paper,  the  author  says  we  must 
not  forget  the  action  of  the  pancreatic  juice  upon  fat;  and  it  is 
probable  that  the  functions  of  the  pancreas  are  sufficiently  in- 
dependent of  each  other  that  they  may  act  separately.  As  shown 
by  experiments,  in  addition  to  the  action  of  pancreas  upon  fats,  it 
has  the  power  to  convert  starch  into  glucin  by  simple  mixture,  and 
this  property  remains  to  a  certain  extent  after  the  pancreas  has 
exhausted  its  power  of  acting  upon  fat.  It  is  possible,  there]Pore, 
that  in  different  states  of  depraved  health,  the  one  or  the  other 
of  these  properties  may  be  deficient.  It  is  evident  that  when  the 
power  of  digesting  fat  fails  to  be  developed  at  the  proper  time,  the 
effect  must  tell  with  double  force  upon  children  already  suffering 
from  deficient  digestion  of  starch. 

The  children  who  become  the  subjects  of  the  kind  of  wasting 
now  spoken  of,  are  especially:  (1)  those  suckled  by  mothers  whose 
milk,  though  abundant,  is  extremely  deficient  in  nutritive  properties; 
(2)  those  brought  up  by  hand;  (3)  those  who,  at  a  later  period  of 
childhood,  have  been  subjected  to  similar  chronic  defects  of  diet. 
It  is  especially  when  the  mother^s  milk  is  poor  in  fat  and  lactin, 
that  the  child  becomes  dissatisfied  and  craving;  and,  in  the  majority 
of  cases,  it  is  this  that  first  leads  to  the  introduction  of  farinaceous 
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food,  under  the  popular  nursery  belief  tbat  it  is  satisfying.  As 
Dr.  Sonsino  says,  if  this  is  given  before  the  p^wer  of  digesting 
starch  becomes  established,  of  course,  nothing  but  i^ischief  can  be 
the  result.  In  the  same  way  that  the  mother  is  deprived  of  fat 
elements  by  lactation,  so  is  the  child  deprived  of  them  by  per- 
sistency in  a  diet  deficient  in  milk.  The  injury  is  a  double  one, 
first  by  cutting  off  the  supply  of  fat  elements  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  the  tissues;  secondly,  by  paralyzing  the  functions 
of  the  pancreas  by  prolonged  inactivity.  This  latter  is  a  point, 
the  author  thinks,  deserving  great  attention,  and  thus  accounts  in 
great  measure  for  the  impossibility  of  restoring  those  ill-nounshed 
wasted  children  by  any  kind  of  natural  diet  after  they  have  been 
allowed  to  remain  in  a  chronic  state  of  defective  nutrition.  The 
author  cites  three  of  the  very  numerous  cases  where  he  has  seen 
pancreatic  emulsion  administered,  followed  by  almost  magical 
recoveries.  No  amount  of  milk  or  cream  will  take  the  place  of  the 
emulsion,  the  explanation  why,  notwithstanding  milk  is  also  an 
of  fat,  the  author  thinks  turns  upon  the  following  points:  (1)  The 
fineness  of  the  particles  of  fat  in  the  pancreatic  emulsion;  (2)  the 
permanent  character  of  the  molecular  mixture;  (3)  the  fact  that 
different  fats  in  the  pancreatic  emulsion,  consisting,  principally,  of 
stearine,  margarine  and  palmatine,  have  a  high  melting  point,  thus 
differing  from  the  fat  of  milk,  pleine,  which  has  a  low  melting 
point. — Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jour, —  Westtrn  Ixtncety 
Aug.,  1873. 
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INJECTION  OF  PERCHLORIDE  OF  IRON  IN 
POST-FARTUM  HEMORRHAO-E. 


A  most  interesting  debate  on  the  treatment  of  post-partum 
hemorrhage  recently  took  place  at  the  London  Obstetrical  Society, 
in  which  the  merits  and  demerits  of  this  treatment  were  fully 
discussed.  Dr.  W,  S,  Playfair  states  {The  Obstetrical  Journal^ 
May,  1873),  that  a  few  days  after  this  debate  he  had  a  case  in 
which  he  employed  it,  and  firmly  believes  he  saved  by  it  the  life 
of  his  patient;  "yet,  very  grave  and  even  alarming  symptoms 
followed,  due,  it  can  hardly  be  doubted,  to  its  employment,'* 
Referring  to  the  journal  just  named  for  minute  details  of  the  case, 
we  may  state  that,  "  when  the  iron  was  injected,  although  the  hand 
was  in  the  uterus,  and  the  clots  within  it  had  been  as  much   as 
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possible  removed,  blood  was  still  pouring  oat  abundantly.  The 
powerful  astringent  at  once  corrugated  all  the  blood  and  coagula 
it  came  in  contact  with,  and  these  hardened  clots  filled  up  the 
uterus  and  the  canal  of  the  vagina.  In  due  course  these  began  to 
decompose,  and  septic  absorption  took  place.  By  the  finger  and 
the  intrauterine  injection  they  were  gradually  broken  down  and 
removed.  The  improvement  unqestionably  dated  from  the  ex- 
pulsion of  the  two  large  and  decomposing  coagula  on  the  sixth  and 
seventh  days  after  delivery.  Immediately  after  this  happened,  the 
temperature  and  pulse  fe^U  remarkably,  and  recovery  commenced 
and  continued  uninterruptedly. 

'*  What  then,  is  the  lesson  to  be  learnt  from  this  case  ?  Is  it 
that  the  risk  is  too  great,  and  that  the  injection  of  the  perchloride 
of  iron  should  be  banished  from  practice  ?  I  think  most  undoubt- 
edly not.  I  have  little  doubt,  knowing  what  I  did  of  the  patient's 
former  labor,  and  having  already  tried  in  vain  all  the  anti- 
hemorrhagic  treatment  at  our  command,  that  without  the 
perchloride  the  flooding  would  have  proved  fatal.  It  is  indeed 
precisely  in  these  inveterate  cases,  where  every  means  of  inducing 
uterine  contraction  proves  unavailing,  that  it  forms  so  invaluable 
a  resource.  Rather,  I  think,  it  should  teach  us  to  limit  its  use  to 
these  only — as,  I  believe.  Dr.  Barnes  has  all  along  taught.  It 
shows  also  that  the  retention  in  utero  of  hardened  coagula,  liable 
to  decomposition,  may  prove  a  source  of  danger  hitherto  unsus- 
pected. With  a  knowledge  of  this  fact,  it  would  be  our  duty  to 
secure  the  expulsion  of  the  coagula  as  soon  as  possible  after  all 
risk  of  hemorrhage  had  ceased,  and  make  sure  that  there  was  a 
free  exit  for  the  discharge. 

"  This  would  best  be  done  by  satisfying  ourselves  on  the  second 
or  third  day  after  delivery  that  the  vagina  is  not  filled  with  clots, 
and  removing  them  if  present,  and  by  using  antiseptic  intra- 
«tf rine  injections  freely,  as  in  the  above  case,  should  suspicious 
symptoms  arise.  With  a  knowledge  of  this  source  of  danger,  it 
might  probably  be  avoided  in  most  cases." — The  Western  Laneety 
August,  1873. 


•  • 


PHYTOLACCA  DEC  AN  DRA  IN  THE  TREATMENT 
OF  INFLAMMATION  OF  THE  MAMMARY 

GLANDS. 


G.  W.  Biggers,  M.  D.,   of    La  Grande,   Oregon,   says,   in   the 
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American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences:  The  following  cases  are 
stated  as  the  residt  of  my  experience  only  with  the  remedy  in 
question,  and  I  trust  that  others  may  try  it  and  report  the  result. 

Case  1.  Mrs.  H.,  on  third  day  after  labor  with  her  second  child; 
mammsB  commenced  swelling,  after  an  accumulation  of  milk.  Did 
not  see  her  until  the  symptoms  were  so  urgent  that  there  could  be 
no  mistake  about  the  commencement  of  an  abscess. 

I  pursued  the  antiphlogistic  treatment,  both  general  and  local, 
until  there  was  no  promise  of  improvement;  on  the  contrary,  the 
case  was  continually  getting  worse.  I  then  prescribed  fluid  est. 
Phytolacca  decandra,  gtts.  xx.  every  three  hours,  in  water.  A  very 
marked  improvement  took  place  in  twelve  hours,  and  in  thirty-six 
hours  the  patient  was  well.  There  was  also  a  suppression  of  the 
lochia,  which  was  also  re-established. 

Case  II.  Mrs.  B.,  whose  cLild  died  a  few  hours  after  its  birth, 
was  attacked,  after  the  secretion  of  milk  took  place,  with  in- 
flammation of  the  mammary  glands,  from  over-distension,  and  had 
the  milk  withdrawn  very  regularly,  yet  the  case  continued  worse^ 
threatening  an  abscess.  I  prescribed  fluid  ext.  phytolacca  de- 
candra, gtts.  XX,  every  three  hours.  Marked  improvement  in  ten 
hours,  and  a  complete  recovery  within  thirty-six  hours.  There 
was  also  a  suppression  of  the  lochia  in  this  case,  which  was 
re-established  with  the  cessation  of  the  mammary  inflammation. 

Case  III.  Mrs.  G.,  at  the  fourth  month  of  pregnancy,  was 
attacked  with  imflammation  of  both  mammsB,  severe  pain,  swelling, 
and  very  great  heat,  with  severe  rigors,  amounting  to  a  distinct 
chill.  I  prescribed  fluid  ext.  phytolacca  decandra,  gtts.  xv,  every 
three  hours  in  water.  The  symptoms  all  subsided,  and  the  patient 
fully  recovered  within  forty-eight  hours,  with  no  other  treatment. 

I  have  used  the  remedy  above  named  in  many  other  cases  of 
mammary  inflammation,  and  it  has  never  yet  failed  in  a  single  case. 
— The  Western  Lancet^  August,  1873. 


I  •  ^  ■  I 


TAB  IN  SEIN   DISEASES. 


Dr.  Bulkley,  of  New  York,  writes  that  the  use  of  tar  in  skin 
diseases  dates  as  far  back  as  the  time  of  Hippocrates,  and  that  it 
was  used  by  Pliny,  Dioscorides,  Galen  and  others.  It  then  fell 
into  disuse  till  it  was  again  recommended  in  modem]  times  by 
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Cnllen,  Willan,  and  Bateman.  The  tar  employed  in  medicine  is 
commonly  that  derived  from  wood,  and  its  varieties  are  the 
common  wood  tar,  the  oil  of  tar,  the  oleum  msci,  and  the  oleum 
f agi.  Ordinary  wood  tar  is  obtained  from  the  slow  combustion 
of  several  species  of  the  Pinus  and  Abies;  oleum  cadini  comes 
from  the  Junlperus  Oxycedrus  and  is  manufactured  in  the  South 
of  •  France;  oleum  rusci  is  the  oil  of  the  birch  (Betula  aiba).  The 
pharmaceutical  preparation  of  tar  of  oldest  date  is  the  unguentum 
picis  liquidae,  made  by  melting  together  equal  parts  of  tar  and 
suet.  Dr.  Bulkley  has  used  the  nng.  picis  liquidsB  with  gpod  effect 
in  scaly  eczema,  also  in  two  cases  of  non-specific  palmar  psoriasis, 
combined  with  sulphur  ointment  in  each  instance.  When  nicely 
prepared,  and  fresh,  it  is  not  an  unpleasant  application — very 
decidedly  stimulant,  and  is  especially  applicable  to  ill-conditioned 
ulcers  of  the  lower  extremities.  Tar  is  sometimes  employed  pure, 
applied  directly  to  the  skin  alone,  or  diluted  one-half  with  olive  or 
cod-liver  oil.  Hebra  frequently  directs  a  bath  of  an  hour  or  two, 
while  the  parts  are  covered  with  tar  or  its  oils.  As  applied  in 
Vienna,  the  patient,  after  tarring,  lies  between  blankets  completely 
naked,  or  sometimes  underclothing  of  pure  wool  may  be  put  on, 
and  the  patient  attend  to  business.  Starch  may  be  dusted  on  to 
hasten  the  drying.  In  applying  tar  and  its  preparations,  more  is 
to  be  expected  from  an  energetic  friction  at  the  time  with  a 
reasonably  stiff  brush  or  flannel  than  from  a  great  expenditure  of 
the  substance  used.  Ill  effects  sometimes  follow  its  use.  It  may 
produce  an  acute  eczema,  some  skins  not  tolerating  the  substance 
at  all;  while  in  others  an  acne  is  developed  from  closure  and 
irritation  of  the  sebaceous  orifices.  Occasionally  high  fever, 
fullness  and  pain  in  the  head,  pain  in  the  stomach,  vomiting  of  a 
blackish  fluid,  together  with  dark-colored  fsBcal  evaluations  and 
urine,  occur.  A  French  secret  remedy,  "  Goudron  Guyot,"  is  a 
pleasant  mode  of  applying  it.  An  exact  imitation  of  this 
preparation,  in  which  the  odor  of  the  tar  is  pleasantly  masked,  is 
found  in  the  following  prescription : 

5     Picis  liquidfiB 3  ij. 

Potassse  caustic®  3  j* 

Aquffi I  V. 

M.  ft.  Sol. 

It  has  the  advantage  of  being  easily  removed  with  water.     Dr. 
Bulkley  praises  highly  Hebra's  tinctura  saponis  cum  pice,  than 
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which,  he  says,  nothing  is  more  successful  in  allaying  a  raging 
pruritus.  Tar  fulfills  three  indications:  (1)  it  checks  irritation  and 
relieves  itching;  (2)  it  checks  secretion  or  diminishes  the  formation 
of  scales;  and  (3)  it  improves  nutrition  or  removes  cell  deposit. 
The  first  and  last  of  these  are  intimately  united,  the  first  being 
frequently  dependent  on  the  last,  as  in  true  prurigo,  when  the 
papules  give  rise  to  the  itching  by  the  cell-pressure  on  the  n6rve 
termini;  a  condition  seen  also  in  chronic  eczema.  Tar  is  unsuited 
to  cases  of  chronic  psoriasis,  where  the  skin  is  cracked  or  ex- 
coriated, producing  too  much  irritation,  though  it  is  very  useful  in 
quiescent  cases.  In  like  manner,  whilst  valuable  in  mild  eczema, 
it  is  inappropriate  where  there  is  much  heat  and  imfianmiatory 
swelling.  It  is  often  very  serviceable  in  lupus  erythematosus,  and 
in  the  vegetable  parasitic  diseases. — JSrown-Sequard^s  Archives  of 
Scientific  and  Practical  Medicine^  No.  3,  18V3. —  Western  Lancet^ 
August,  1873. 
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Chlorate  of  Potaasa  In  Bowel  Complalnte. 

Alfred  S.  Gates,  M.  D.,  of  Franklin  Parish,  St.  Mary's,  La., 
ii)  a  communication  to  us,  extols  the  efficacy  of  chlorate  ef 
potassa  in  diarrhoea,  especially  that  occurring  as  a  sequela  of 
measles.  He  writes:  "My  own  child,  set.  18  months,  after  an 
attack  of  measles,  suffered  from  dysentery;  passages  occurring 
every  hour  or  two,  which  persisted  for  a  month  without  any  relief 
from  the  accepted  remedies.  In  my  extremity  I  mentioned  the 
case  to  a  medical  friend,  who  advised  me  to  use  the  chlorate  of 
potassa  in  gr.  iv.  doses  every  two  hours;  accordingly  I  prescribed: 

3  Potass,  chlor.  gr.  xxxij,  syr.  simp.  |  ss.  aqua  pur.  |  ss.  and 
gave  as  directed.  After  the  third  dose  the  character  of  the  dis- 
charges was  completely  changed,  the  blood  and  mucus  disappeared, 
and  the  child  made  a  rapid  recovery. 

"Measles  being  epidemic,  I  saw  several  other  cases  with 
identical  symptoms  following  desquamation.  In  every  case  the 
sufferers  were  relieved  by  the  remedy.  Meeting  with  success,  I 
determined  to  give  it  a  fair  trial  in   cases  which   West,  in  kis 
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^'Diseases  of  Children,"  calls  inflainniatory  diarrhoea.  I  have  also 
used  it  ill  the  dysentery  of  adults,  though  with  no  such  decided 
success  as  in  the  abore-mentioned  cases;  though  I  have  reason  to 
suppose  that  in  two  cases,  in  which  my  faith  was  shaken,  the 
directions  were  not  followed  with  any  attempt  at  regularity." — 
Amer,  Jour,  of  Med,  Sciences, —  TTie  Western  Lancet^  Aug.,  1873. 


Hydrate  of  Chloral  In  Inoontlnenoe  of  Urine. 

Dr.  Giralamo  Leonardi  has  found  chloral  an  invaluable  remedy 
in  nocturnal  incontinence  of  urine.  The  dose  for  children  is  from 
five  to  ten  grains  taken  in  water  before  going  to  bed.  For  adults 
the  dose  is  proportionately  larger.  The  treatment  has  been 
successful  in  all  of  his  recorded  cases.  The  remedy  must  be  re- 
peated for  several  successive  nights. — Medical  Times, —  Western 
Lancety  August,  1873. 


Treatment  of  Whooping-Cough  with  Quinine. 

Dr.  Dawson,  in  a  paper  on  this  subject  {American  Journal  of 
Obstetrics)^  says  that  the  failure  of  quinine  against  pertoissis,  in  the 
hands  of  others,  is  undoubtedly  to  be  attributed  to  its  administra- 
tion, either  in  large  doses  at  long  intervals,  or  in  the  form  of  pills. 
He  invites  the  professson  to  give  to  this  treatment  of  pertussis  a 
careful  trial,  feeling  convinced  that,  if  the  following  rules  be 
carefully  observed,  few,  if  any,  will  be  disappointed.  1.  Give 
the  quinine  (sulphate  or  hydro-chlorate)  dissolved  by  acid  in  pure 
water  only;  for  children  under  three  years,  from  6  to  8  grains,  and 
for  older  children  and  adults,  10  to  12  grains,  to  the  ounce.  2. 
Give  not  less  than  a  teaspoonful  every,  or,  at  the  longest,  every 
two  hours,  during  the  day,  and  whenever  cough  comes  on  in  the 
night.  3.  Give  nothing  afterwards  for  some  minutes  to  destroy 
the  taste  or  to  wash  out  the  mouth.  4.  Continue  giving  it,  not- 
withstanding the  first  doses  may  be  vomited.  5.  Be  sure  that  the 
quinine  is  pure  and  thoroughly  dissolved.  He  attributes  the  rapid 
cure  effected  by  quinine,  not  to  the  simple  destruction  of  the 
fungus,  but  also  to  its  nauseating  bitter  taste.  The  effect  of  ^ 
small  amount  of  a  solution  of  quinine,  when  taken  into  the  mouth 
and  swallowed,  is  instantly,  from  its  bitter  and  nauseating  taste, 
to  excite  a  free  secretion  of  thin  mucus  from  the  buccal  mucous 
membrane  and  the  salivary  glands,  and  this  softens  and  renders 
easy  of  dislodgment  the  tenacious  mucus  secreted  from  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  pharynx.     The  frequent  repetition  of  the  quinine 
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keeps  up  this  free  secretion,  and  thus  prevents  the  mucus  from 
becoming  tenacious  and  difficult  of  dislodgment  At  each  act  of 
coughing,  therefore,  the  accumulated  mucus  is  readily  loosened 
and  expectorated,  and  unobstructed  inspiration  is  obtained. — Brit, 
Med,  Jour, —  Charlestofi  Medical  Journal  and  Review^  July,  1873. 


Phosphatlo  Food  In   Debility. 

Dr.  Routh,  of  London,  gives  among  others  the  following  in- 
structive cases  in  the  Medical  Press  and  Circidar, 

July  1,  Rev.  T.  H.  F.,  eet.  about  60,  has  been  a  clergyman  for 
many  years,  preaching  with  notes  only,  but  lately  has  become  con- 
fused while  preaching,  forgetting  the  thread;  seems  also  to  have 
experienced  lately  want  of  power  to  grasp  subjects.  Recovers 
himself  after  a  time,  but  the  fear  of  this  makes  him  very  nervous; 
sleeps  fairly,  not  troubled  by  dreams;  lives  in  Cheshire,  in  a  damp, 
cold  neighborhood;  loss  of  memory  occurs  frequently  at  other 
times  than  when  preaching;  no  recollection,  especially  of  names 
and  figures;  urine  normal,  no  sediment;  total  loss  of  virile  power; 
no  backache,  but  a  creeping  sensation  up  from  the  nape  of  the  neck; 
no  loss  of  muscular  power  on  either  side;  eye-sight  weak;  no  in- 
digestion; cannot  digest  lobster;  first  sound  of  heart  rather  pro- 
longed, especially  at  base;  bowels  regular  in  London,  more  so  than 
in  country.  Ordered  Parrish's  food,  oyster  and  other  shell  fish, 
excepting  lobster.  As  his  teeth  are  bad,  use  a  small  digestive 
sausage  machine. 

July  31.  Greatly  better.  Had  profited  greatly  from  the  treat- 
ment. The  mental  faculties  much  improved.  States  is  not  the 
same  man.  He  was  now  ordered  allotropic  phosphorus,  g.  x.  daily, 
after  his  dinner.  My  last  account  from  this  gentleman  was  that 
he  had  completely  recovered. 

Mrs.  Y.,  set.  about  42,  consulted  m^  in  November  last  for  loss  of 
mental  power  and  strength.  The  catamenia  had  stopped  twelve 
months,  and  she  too  had  a  large  family,  with  small  means,  and  was 
much  worried  by  creditors.  Her  memory  is  very  defective,  indeed, 
gone;  she  can't  remember  anything,  nor  when  she  puts  away  any 
articles  of  dress.  When  she  has  a  good  night  she  is  rather  better 
for  a  few  hours,  and  then  the  same  state  recurs.  She  is  always 
worse  if  she  has  had  her  attention  forcibly  called  to  anything;  is 
very  restless  at  night;  her  feet  being  drawn  up  as  if  she  was  going 
to  have  a  convulsion;  is  become  shockingly  bad-tempered;  will 
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become  violent  on  the  slightest  contradiction;  feels  very  anxious 
and  unhappy;  bowels  open;  tongae  clean;  no  lencorrhoBa  at 
present,  although  five  months  back  she  used  to  have  them  co- 
piously for  two  or  three  days  in  lieu  of  the  oatamenia. 

Ordered  mustard  to  nape  of  neck;  feet  in  hot  water;  half  a 
drachm  »f  bromide  of  potassium  every  night  in  water;  sol.  phosph. 
used  m.  x.  ter  die.  A  week  after  (November  12)  was  generally 
better,  except  that  she  had  one  bad  day. 

On  the  19th  she  was  better,  but  she  stated  that  she  had  taken 
the  bromide  very  irregularly,  finding  she  could  sleep  without  it, 
and  the  head  was  much  less  giddy. 

This  patient  I  saw  for  several  weeks  after.  The  treatment  was 
interrupted  by  a  bilious  attack,  which  obliged  me  to  suspend  the 
phosphorus;  subsequently  it  was  resumed.  She  is  now  greatly 
better;  feels  that  the  phosphorus  acts  as  a  sort  of  tonic,  or  rather, 
as  she  expresses  it,  can't  sleep  without  it.  Memory  greatly  im- 
proved; some  days  not  so  good;  but  the  intervals  are  longer,  and 
generally  her  improvement  is  marked,  and  she  is,  in  fact,  con- 
valescent.— Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter^  August,  1873. 


Weaned  from  Hypodermics. 

A  young  lady  living  near  Albany,  N.  Y.,  of  good  birth  and 
moving  in  the  best  circles  of  society,  had  been  accustomed  for  a 
long  time  to  the  use  of  opium,  taken  in  the  usual  way;  on  account 
of  the  effect  not  being  produced  as  speedily  as  desired,  she  applied  to 
an  eminent  physician  to  make  hypodermic  injections  of  morphia.  He 
commenced  by  making  the  injections  as  desired  of  morphia  and 
water;  by  degrees  the  quantity  of  morphia  was  lessened  without 
her  knowledge,  until  within  a  few  days  nothing  but  pure  water 
was  injected;  after  each  injection  she  would  lapse  into  a  quiet 
sleep,  in  the  same  manner  that  she  had  been  accustomed  to,  when 
under  the  actual  use  of  morphia.  This  treatment  was  continued 
for  several  months,  during  which  time  tonics  had  been  used,  to 
strengthen  the  system,  and  bring  about  a  healthy  condition,  aft&r 
being  so  long  a  time  under  the  influence  of  opium.  When  he  con- 
sidered it  safe  to  do  so  he  told  her  plainly,  that  she  had  not  taken 
a  particle  of  morphia  for  several  months  and  was  entirely  free  from 
its  influence;  this  statement  of  course  she  received  with  intense 
surprise,  as  well  as  unbounded  joy.  The  lady  is  to-day  entirely 
free  from  any  desire  for  opium.     By  the  method  stated  she  had  had 
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her  imagination  satisfied,  habits  of  sleep  at  regular  times  of  the  day 
had  induced  the  repose,  supposed  to  be  the  influence  of  opium, 
until  the  system  was  free  from  its  influence  and  she  was  led  to  see 
that  it  had  ceased  to  be  a  necessity.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand, 
she  had  been  told  at  the  outset  what  was  to  be  the  manner  of 
treatment,  it  would  probably  have  failed  of  affecting  its  .purpose. 
We  would  recommend  a  trial  of  the  above  to  those  who  have  such 
cases  in  their  practice. 

We  give  below  the  formula  for  an  "  anti-opium  pill "  which  has 
been  used  for  several  years  in  the  English  hospital,  at  Pekin,  China, 
and  its  efficacy  proven  in  numerous  instances,  but  of  which  we 
have  no  actual  knowledge. 

^     Henbane  \  grain.  Camphor  ^  grain. 

Gentian    |      "  Cayenne    \      " 

Quinine    \      "  Cinnamon  |       *' 
Ginger      ^       " 

Soap  and  Syrup  for  coating. 

Three  pills  a  day. — The  Druggist, — T/ie  Clinic^  August,  1873. 


The  Use  of  Electricity  in  Labor. 

In  an  Italian  Journal,  Dr.  Martemucci  regards  electricity  as 
preferable  to  ergot  in  cases  of  inertia  of  the  uterus  during  labor, 
for  the  following  reasons.  1.  The  obstetrician  who  uses  electricity 
has  the  uterine  contractions  under  control,  and  can  put  a  stop  to 
them  if  any  circumstances  arise  which  indicate  that  this  should  be 
done;  while,  when  the  uterine  action  has  once  been  excited  by 
ergot  he  has  no  control  over  it.  2.  When  ergot  is  given,  the  labor 
must  be  completed  at  once;  otherwise  the  foetus  is  in  danger  from 
pressure  on  it  and  on  the  placenta.  3.  Under  the  use  of  electricity, 
the  physiological  uterine  contractions  can  be  closely  imitated; 
while  with  ergot  they  are  not  attended  with  that  periodical  relax- 
ation which  is  so  favorable  to  the  mother,  and  especially  to  the 
foetus. 

Dr.  Martemucci  has  also  found  electricity  useful  in  the  hemor- 
rhage attending  placenta  prsevia.  He  regards  his  observations  as 
confirmatory  of  those  of  Radford  and  others,  as  to  the  value  of  the 
treatment. — Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  August,  1873. 


Sponge-tent  in   Epistaxis. 

Dr.  James  Young   (British  Medical  Journal,   May   17,    1873) 
recommends  the  use  of  sponge-tent  in  cases  of  bleeding  from  the 
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nose,  and  gives  the  following  method  of  preparation :  "  Have  a 
long  piece  of  fine  sponge,  dipped  in  a  solution  of  gum,  compressed 
with  twine,  dried;  and,  after  the  twine  has  been  unrolled,  the 
sponge  is  thickly  coated  over  with  white  wax.  This  is  easily 
passed  along  the  floor  of  the  nostril,  leaving  a  piece  of  red  tape 
for  extraction.  «  The  tent  may  remain  for  six  hours,  and  must  be 
gently  rotated  before  extraction,*  to  prevent  fresh  hemorrhage.'^ — 
Cincinnati  Medical  News^  August,  1873. 

The  Pathology  and  Treatment  of  Hooping*cough. 

In  a  paper  published  in  the  Swiss  Correspondenzblatt  of  April, 
1873,  Dr.  Rudolf  Meyer,  of  Zurich,  gives  an  interesting  account 
of  some  auto-laryngoscopic  observations  he  made  whilst  suffering 
from  a  well-marked  attack  of  this  disease.  He  found  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  under-surface  of  the  epiglottis,  and  of  the  ad- 
joining parts  of  the  entrance  into  the  glottis,  and  especially  that 
covering  the  so-called  arytaenoid  cushion,  swollen  and  red,  whilst 
that  of  the  adjoining  parts  of  the  pharynx  was  also  distinctly 
inflammed.  The  vocal  cords  and  the  lateral  and  internal  parts  of 
the  larynx  were  normal.  The  inflamed  parts  were  highly  sensitive, 
the.  least  touch  bringing  on  spasmodic  cough.  In  another  case, 
occurring  in  a  middle-aged  woman,  the  same  conditions  were 
ascertained  to  be  piesent.  Dr.  Meyer  effected  a  cure  in  his  own 
person  in  a  few  day  by  insufflating  some  powdered  alum;  but  on 
trying  the  same  plan  with  the  lady,  retching  was  induced,  and  he 
was  obliged  to  use  solutions  of  alum  and  tannin,  which  proved 
successful,  though  less  rapid  in  action.  The  plan  suggested  by  Dr. 
Meyer  may  be  carried  out  with  advantage  in  adults  who  are  steady, 
but  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  it  could  be  applied  to  children. —  Cin- 
cinnati  Medical  News^  August,  1873. 


Therapeutic   Memoranda.— On   the  Use  of  a   8ponge-tent   In 
Epistaxis. 

By  D.  S.  Skinner,  L.  R.  C.  P.,  London,  etc.,  Lynn  Regis. — I 
immediately  passed  a  large-sized,  carbolized  sponge-tent  into  the 
nose,  leaving  only  the  string  visible,  to  extract  it.  In  a  very  short 
time  the  bleeding  ceased;  there  was  no  recurrence  of  it  during  the 
night,  and  in  the  morning  she  extracted  the  tent  herself,  with  the 
greatest  ease,  and  there  was  no  hemorrhage  afterward.  She  com- 
plained of  no  inconvenience  or  disagreeableness  whatever  from  the 
tent. — British  Med.  Jour. —  Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Observer^ 
August,  1873. 


L, 


286  IheJcmrrialof  MiiUTia  Medicc^ 


OBITUARY. 


Elias  Durand. 


It  is  our  sad  duty  to  record  the  death  of  the  distinguished  Phar- 
macien  and  Chemist,  Elias  Durand,  w^hich  took  place  at  his  residence 
in  Philadelphia  on  Thursday  Aug.,  14th.  Though  for  many  years  past 
retired  from  active  participation  in  business,  and  oppressed  by  the  weight 
of  advancing  years  the  announcement  of  his  death  will  cause  a  painful 
feeling  of  surprise  and  elicit  tho  general  and  warm-hearted  sympathy  of  the 
profession  and  the  public. 

Mr.  Durand  was  bom  in  the  City  of  Mayenne,  France,  Jan'y  25th,  1794, 
wliere  his  early  life  was  passed.  After  a  thorough  collegiate  education 
he  decided  to  adopt  Pharmacy  as  a  profession  and  to  that  end  removed  to 
Paris  to  receive  the  benefit  of  instruction  from  the  lectures  of  Tbenard, 
Gay-Lus^ac,  LeFevre  and  other  eminent  Chemists.  Becoming  thoroughly 
qualified  he  was  commissioned  Pharmacien  ioua-aide  in  the  Imperial  Army 
and  was  present  at  Lutzen,  Hanau,  Leipsic  and  other  famous  bat^tlos  of 
that  historic  epoch. 

After  the  restoration  of  the  Bourbons  Mr.  Durand  decided  to  emigrate 
to  the  United  States,  arriving  in  New  York  July  1st,  1816.  After 
a  few  years  residence  alternately  in  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  he  finally 
selected  the  former  city  as  his  permanent  home  and  in  1826  established 
himself  at  the  S.  W.  Cor.,  of  6th  and  Chestnut  Sts.,  where,  for  a  period 
of  thirty-seven  years  continuously,  he  conducted  business  as  a  Phar- 
maceutist and  Chemist — making  a  reputation  as  such,  which,  it  is  no 
disparagement  to  others  to  say*  was  confessedly  the  first  and  foremost  in 
the  land.  His  store  was  the  resort  of  all  the  most  distinguished  Professors 
and  Practitioners  of  Medicine  in  a  city  recognized  as  the  great  Entrepot 
of  Medical  Science  in  the  United  States,  who  found  in  him  an  active,  able, 
earnest  co-operator  in  all  that  would  tend  to  elevate  the  standard  of 
scientific  progress.  He  was  not  content  simply  to  dispense  drugs  and 
medicines — ^but  regarding  his  occupation  as  something  more  than  a  mere 
trade  and  means  of  livelihood  he  brought  the  zeal  of  the  enthusiast,  the 
erudition  of  the  scman  and  the  patient,  unflagging  industry  of  the  student 
to  bear  in  his  daily  labors  He  was  for  many  years  a  valued  correspondent 
of  Medical  Journals  of  the  highest  standing  both  at  home  and  abroad — 
and  his  contributions  were  always  eagerly  sought  for.  He  was  one  of  the 
original  founders  and  for  several  years  Vice-President  of  the  Philadelphia 
College  of  Pdarmacy,  and  an  honorary  member  of  many  Scientific  Societiea 
both  in  Franoe  and  the  United  States. 
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In  the  field  of  Botanical  exploration  Mr.  D.  was  among  the  foremost. 
It  was  his  main  relaxation  through  life.  His  superb  collection  of  the 
Nbrth  American  Flora  embracing  more  than  10.000  species  of  indigenous 
plants  and  which  cost  him  many  years  of  patient  toil  and  study,  he  some 
years  since  generously  presented  to  the  Museum  of  the  Jardin  des 
Plantes  in  Paris,  where  it  is  carefully  preserved  in  a  chamber  bearing  his 
name. 

In  social  life  he  was  a  plain,  unassuming,  courteous  gentleman — of 
generous  impulses  and  genial  sympathetic  nature.  Finding  his  chief 
delight  in  the  tranquillity  of  the  happiest  domestic  relations,  the  spirit  of  a 
refined  and  elegant  hospitality  pervaded  his  home.  Ever  kind  and  consid- 
erate to  his  subordinates,  he  never  fail  ad  equally  to  win  the  affection  and 
command  the  respect  of  his  pupils,  as  the  writer  of  this  feeble  tribute  to 
his  memory  cau  well  attest.  His  hand  was  ever  open  to  meet  the  call  of 
charity  and  many  a  poor  emigri  will  remember  the  quiet,  unostentatious 
benevolence  which,  in  doing  good,  sought  to  hide  itself  from  sight.  Though 
dead,  he  will  long  live  in  the  memory  of  thousands  of  friends — his  long, 
useful  and  honorable  career  its  own  best  epit  aph  I  G. 


I  ■  ^  » 


ACT^A  RACEMOSA. 


Mbssbs.  Editobs  Joubnal  Hatbbia  Medic  a: — 

In  the  March  No.  of  your  inestimable  Journal  I  find  an  article 
under  the  above  head,  taken  from  ^'  the  Medial  a%d  Surgical  BeporUr^ " 
which  I  trust  every  physician  who  has  not  had  an  extensive  experience  in 
the  use  of  the  abo7e  agent,  will  n)t  only  carefully  preserve,  but  faithfully 
carry  out  the  suggestions  therein  made. 

I  do  not  propose  to  take  up  time  in  dilAting  upon  its  use,  except  that  I 
woull  not  only  fully  corroborate  the  writer's  experience  in  the  treatment 
of  Rheumatism  and  Chorea,  but  I  woul  1  more  urgently  requ  est  its  ad- 
ministration in  Tuberculosis,  espaclally  in  those  cases  which  are  seen  in 
malarious  districts  of  country. 

I  also  fully  agree  with  Dr.  D  ivls  of  Chic  ig ),  in  the  belief  that  its  more 
prominent  properties  are  those  of  a  nerve  sedative  as  well  as  a  stimulant 
to  the  mucous  membrane.  I  have  been  in  the  almost  daily  habit  of  pre- 
scribing ic  in  'ihe  above  and  other  mUadiei  for  the  past  twelve  years. 

I  also  believe  that  it  obtains  much  of  its  discredit  from  the  fact  that  all 
practiti(>ner8  have  not  the  same  facilities  for  obtaining  it  pure,  as  I  usually 
gather  it  myself  and  make  my  own  tincture.  I  then  never  fail  in  having 
a  reliahle  article  at  hand. 

Much  that  I  obtained  at  the  Drug  S:ord3  operated  very  imperfectly  and 
unsatisfactorily,  until  I  pursued  the  former  course. 

Clyde,  N.  Y.,  July  7th,  1878.  D.  COLVIN. 
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TINCTURE  MURIATE  OF  IRON  IN  ERYSIPELAS. 


Dr.  Colvin  of  Clyde,  also  sends  us  the  following  commonication : — 

^^I  have  this  Spring  passed  through  a  severe  epidemic  of  Erysipelas, 
decidedly  of  a  typhoid  type,  and  haye  treated  every  case,  principally,  with 
a  remedy  which  I  have  used  for  the  last  fifteen  years,  and  with  the  ex- 
ception of  its  use  topically,  afler  the  manner  recommended  by  Dr.  Ham- 
ilton Bell,  the  old  fashioned  agent  Tincture  of  Muriate  of  Iron.  I  applied  it 
once  is  four  hours. 

If  we  have  any  remedy  for  that  disease,  that  we  might  term  as  much  a 
specific  for  it  as  Quinine  is  for  Ague,  it  is  Tincture  of  the  Muriate  of 
Iron." 


■•■■»■» 


PHYSICIANS'  DIARY  FOR  1874. 


It  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  publisher  and  w^ill  be  ready  for  delivery 
early  in  November. 

In  the  compilation  of  this  worh:,  our  aim  has  been  to  study  the  wants 
of  the  physician  in  country  and  city  practice,  and  to  exclude  as  irrelevant 
all  matter  that  does  not  directly  facilitate  the  perfoimance  of  his  daily 
routine  of  duties.  In  successive  editions  we  shall  endeavor  to  make  such 
additions  and  improvements  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  suggested, 

In  order  to  determine  how  large  an  edition  to  prin^,  we  wish  Physicians, 
who  desire  i**,  would  forward  their  orders  at  once  and  they  shall  be  served 
in  turn. 

To  facilitate  this  object,  we  enclose  with  each  copy  of  this  issue  of  the 
Journal  a  blank  form  of  ^)plication. 

Price  One  Dollar,  including  postage.    Orders  should  be  addressed  to 

JOURNAL  OF  MATERIA  MEDICA, 

New  Lebanon,  N,  Y. 


FOR  SALE. 


I  would  like  to  sell  my  location,  &c.,  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  situ- 
ated in  the  Guyandotte  Valley,  on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Rail  Road,  at 
Cabell  Court  House,  W.  Ya.  A  good  prospect  for  a  reputable  physician. 
I  came  here  in  1870,  and  at  this  time  my  practice  amounts  to  $8000  annu- 
ally.   If  I  can  sell,  wiU  enter  the  drug  business  exclusively. 

A.  J.  BEARDSLEY,  M.  D. 


'Correspondents  will  oblige  us  by  writing  plainly  their  Kamu^ 
Town,  County  and  State.  We  are  frequently  unable  to  answer  letters  be- 
cause these  are  omitted. 
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STYRAX  BENZOIN. 
{Benzoin.) 


BY  JOSEPH  BATES,    M.  D. 


Natural  Order — Styracaceae,  of  Lindley. 

In  the  Linnean  Artificial  Classification,  this  plant  is  located  in 
Olass,  Decandriaj  and  Order  Monogynia. 

Generic  Character. — Calyx  campanulate,  obscurely  5-tooth. 
ed,  inferior.  Corolla,  funnel-form,  in  five  equal  segments,  connate 
at  the  base,  longer  than  the  ealyx.  Drupe  coriaceous,  with  1  or  2, 
one-seeded  nuts ;  stamens  ten  or  more,  on  the  throat  of  the  coro), 
united  at  the  base.  (The  union  of  the  filaments  at  the  base 
should  entitle  this  plant  to  rank  in  Class  Monaddphia^  and  there 
it  might  properly  be  grouped  in  Order  Polyandria,  as  some 
botanists  say  tibe  stamens  of  this  genus  vary  from  5  to  16.) 

Specific  Character. — Leaves  oblong,  acuminate,  alternate 
and  tomentose  beneath.  Bacemes  compound,  axillary,  the  length 
of  the  leaves,  and,  as  well  as  the  flowers,  tomentose.  This  tree 
rises  quickly  to  a  considerable  hight,  and  sends  off  many  strong, 
round,  leafy  branches,  which  are  covered  with  a  tomentose  or 
whitish  bark. 

Habitat. — Sumatra,  Borneo,  Siam,  and  Javn 
19 
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Medical  Peopbrtibs. — StimulaDt,  expectorant,  and  slightly 
alterative,  and  diuretia 

History. — ^In  Sumatra,  where  it  is  a  native,  this  tree  is  reckoned 
of  a  sn£Sicient  age  when  it  has  stood  six  years,  or  the  trunk  is 
about  seven  or  eight  inches  in  diameter,  to  a£ford  Benzoin. 

The  baxk  is  then  cut  through  longitudinally,  or  somewhat 
obliquely,  at  the  origin  of  the  principal  lower  branches,  from 
which  the  drug  exudes  in  a  liquid  state,  and  air  soon  concretes, 
when  it  is  scraped  off  from  the  bark  with  a  knife  or  chisel.  One 
tree  yields,  annually,  about  three  pounds  of  benzoin.  The  trees 
sustain  these  annual  drains  only  ten  or  twelve  years.  The  benzoin, 
which  is  first  obtained  irom  the  tree,  is  the  most  pure,  being  soft, 
very  fragrant,  and  white;  that,  which  flows  subsequently,  is  of  a 
brownish  color  and  interior  quality,  being  very  hard  and  mixed 
with  various  impuritie& 

That  which  contains  most  white  matter,  is  most  highly 
esteemed.  A  London  Author  observes: — "Benzoin,  however, 
though  rarely  employed  in  a  simple  state,  has  been  frequently 
prescribed  as  a  pectoral,  and  recommended  for  inveterate  coughs, 
asthmas,  obstructions  of  the  lungs  and  phthisical  complaints,  where 
there  is  not  much  fever.  Dr.  Cullen  says  that  the  flowers  are 
manifestly  a  saline  substance  of  the  acid  kind,  possessing  con- 
siderable acrimony  and  stimulant  power ;  and  observes  that  in 
asthma  he  found  it  to  be  hurtful  given  in  doses  of  half  a  drachm 
only.  Meyrick  observes,  that  the  principal  use  of  Gum 
Benjamin  is  m  perfumes,  and  to  beautify  the  skin.  It  is  however, 
an  excellent  medicine  in  the  asthma,  and  other  disorders  of  the 
breast  and  lungs,  which,  it  relieves  by  removing  obstructions  in 
those  parts,  and  promoting  expectoration ;  for  these  purposes,  the 
preparation  known  in  the  shops  by  the  name  of  Flowers  of 
Benjamin,  is  most  effectual,  and  may  be  taken  with  safety  to  the 
amount  of  fifteen  grains,  or  a  scruple,  for  a  dose.  The  same 
preparation  snuffed  up  the  nose,  provokes  sneezing,  and  a  large 
discharge  of  mucus  from  the  head.  The  manner  of  preparing  it 
for  a  cosmetic,  is  to  make  a  tincture  of  the  gum  with  rectified 
spirits  of  wine,  in  the  proportion  of  four  ounces  of  the  former  to 
a  pint  of  the  latter.  The  ingredients  must  be  set  in  a  warm 
situation  for  the  space  of  three  or  iour  days,  and  then  strained  or 
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dltered  through  paper.  On^  ounce  of  this  tincture  put  into 
twenty  times  the  quantity  of  water,  gives  a  milky  color  and  con- 
sistence ;  from  which  circumstance  the  mixture  has  acquired  the 
appellation  of  Virgin's  Milk ;  a  littie  of  which  being  rubbed  on 
the  iace  and  arms  every  day  with  a  soft  linen  rag,  makes  them 
agreeably  smooth,  and  removes  blotches,  spots,  and  other  eruptions, 
which  discolor  the  skin,  and  render  it  unsightiy." 

Physiological  EFFBCTa — Ounglinson's  New  Remedies  con- 
tains the  following : — "  In  a  paper  communicated  by  Mr.  A.  Ueb 
to  the  Medico  chirurgical  Society,  January  7th,  1841,  he  stated, 
^hat  when  a  certain  portion  of  benzoic  acid  or  of  a  soluble  benzoic 
salt  i^  introduced  into  the  stomach,  the  urine,  in  the  course  of  a 
couple  of  hours,  is  found,  upon  adding  a  portion  of  muriatic  acid, 
to  yield  a  copious  precipitate  of  beautiful  rose  pink  acicular 
crystals  of  hippuric  acid.  In  pursuing  his  investigations  fiirther, 
he  ascertained,  that  no  trace  whatever  of  uric  acid  or  of  any  of  its 
salts  could  be  discovered  in  the  urine  in  question. 

It  had  been  wholly  superseded  by  the  hippuiic ;  and  as  the  salts, 
whxh  the  acid  forms  with  the  ordinary  bases  occurring  in  the 
animal  fluids,  as  soda,  ammonia  and  potassa,  are  all  of  easy 
solubility,  Mr.  Urb  inferred,  that  in  ^benzoic  acid  we  have  an 
agent  of  great  value  in  the  uric  dcid  diathesis ;  and  he  affirmed^ 
that  the  application  of  the  above  principle  had  proved  of  material 
benefit  in  the  treatment  of  certain  unhealthy  conditions  of  the 
urine  occurring  in  subjects  of  a  calculous  or  gouty  diathesis  ;  since 
it  enabled  the  practitioner  to  obviate  entirely  the  depositions 
resulting  from  excess  of  uric  acid^  the  fruitful  source  of  that  most 
distressing  malady,  stone  in  the  bladder;  as  also  to  control  and 
prevent  the  formation  of  the  so  called  tophaceous  concretions  or 
chaUcstoneSj  which  occasion  so  much  inconvenience,  deformity  and 
pain  to  individuals  laboring  under  gout" 

Therapbutics. 
Constipation. — In  constipation  depending  upon  stricture  of  the 
colon,  Drs.  0.  Hastings  and  Strebtbr,  as  quoted  by  Waring, 
state  that  the  Tincture  of  Benzoin  {ante)  will  serve^to  keep  up  the 
peristaltic  motion  without  irritating  the  bowels.  In  their  practice 
they  have  seen  gutt  xx,,  taken  thrice  daily  succeed  in  keeping 
the  bowels  active  and  regular. 
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Pyrosis, — In  this  malady,  the  late  Dr.  Baillis,  as  quoted  by 
Waring,  was  in  the  habit  of  employing  f  3  L  of  the  tincture 
(of  Benzoin  oz.ij  ;  prepared  Storax,  oz.  iss ;  Balsam  of  Tolu,  oz.  ss : 
Soootrine  Aloes,  gr.  clx ;  Eect  Sp.  Oj.  Prepared  by  maceration,) 
incorporated  with  mucilage.  Dr.  B.  states  that  he  generally  found 
it  most  efficacious.  Dr.  Syhonds,  states  that  he  can  testify  to  its 
value  in   this  affection.     {Library  of  Medicine^  vol.   iv.   p.  86.) 

Nux  Vomica  has  been  highly  lauded  in  this  affection,  and  in 
some  cases  will  be  found  advantageous  alternated  with  benzoin. 
LiNNEUS  regarded  nux  vomica  almost  as  a  specific  in  pyrosis 
He  advised^  it  in  doses  of  gr.  x,  but  this  quantity  is  considered 
much  too  large  for  ordinary  cases. 

Dr.  Waring  remarks : — **  It  certainly  appears,  in  some  cases, 
to  exercise  a  powerful  influence,  but  is  inadmissible  in  inflam- 
matory states  of  the  intestinal  canal  Its  value  has  been  confirmed 
by  Drs.  Belcome,  Mellor,  &c." 

Strumous  Laryngitis, — Dr.  Waring  states: — "/n  Strumous 
Laryngitis^  attended  with  cough  and  copious  expectoration,  Dr. 
Cheyne  found  the  following  f  rmula  particularly  serviceable^; 

9  T.  Benzoin  Co.,  -  -  -  -  -  f.  3  j- 
Mucilag.  Acacise  -         -        -        -         i^*  3j- 

Syr.  Papav.  Alb. f   3j. 

Aq.  Cinnam.  -         -         -         -  f-  3  vj. 

M.  ft  haust." 

Chronic  Laryngitis  and  Chronic  Catarrhs.—^.  M.  Trousseau 
and  PiDOUX  as  quoted  by  W.,  consider  that  Benzoin  fumigations 
are  of  great  service.  They  advise  the  air  of  the  patient's 
apartment  to  be  impregnated  with  the  vapor  of  Benzoin,  the  diug 
being  thrown  upon  burning  coals ;  or  it  maj  be  inhaled  from  a 
common  inhaler,  the  balsam  being  placed  in  boiling  water.  Reil^ 
as  quot*  d  hy  Stilly  states  that  from  his  own  experience  he  believes 
benzoic  acid  to  be  one  of  the  best  expectorants  in  the  bronchial 
catarrh  of  old  persons. 

Irritability  of  the  Bladder, — Dr.  Waring  observes : — "  Dr. 
Prout  derived  much  benefit  from  the  Tincture  of  Benzoin 
associated  or  alternated  with  Infusion  of  Diosma,  It  should  be 
given,  he  obsei'ves,  in  small  doses,  largely  diluted,  and  perpeverrci 


Styrax  Benzoin,  29S 

in  for  a  long  time,  a  seton  or  issue  being  at  the  same  time  es- 
tablished over  the  region  of  the  kidneys.  Mr.  Soden,  of  Batli, 
relates  four  cases  successfully  treated  with  this  medicine.  On 
account  of  the  Benzoic  Acid  it  contains,  it  would  be  indicated  as 
a  diuretic  where  the  kidneys  require  stimulating,  and  in  cases  of 
phosphatic  deposit  and  of  alkaline  urine."  Colchicum  or 
belladonna  will  often  be  found  beneficial,  alternated,  or  ad- 
ministered in  combination  with  benzoin.  In  irritability  of  the 
bladder,  belladonna,  carried  to  the  extent  of  .inducing  its  toxical 
effects,  proved.diSectual  in. the  .hands  of  Bshbsnd,  {Lanatt  June 
25, 1859). 

Pruritus  Scroti. — Mr.  E.  Wilson,  as  quoted  by  Waring,  states 
that  in  pruritus  scroti,  pencilling  the  parts  with  the  compound  _ 
tincture  of  benzoin  will  be  found  useful.     {Diseases  of  the  Skirtj 
p.  344.) 

Uric  Add  Calculus. — Dr.  Stills  remarks : — "  The  principal  use 
of  benzoic  acid  is  to  diminish  the  tendency  to  the  formation  of 
uric  acid  calculits.  In  spite  of  the  theoretical  views  above  stated, 
(in  relation  to  its  physiological  effects)  experience  has  proved  that 
this  object  may  be,  partially  at  least,  secured,  and  the  effects 
of  the  disease  palliated.  Upon  this  ground  it  was  recommended 
by  GoLDiNG  Bird  to  be  administered  in  doses  of  eight  to  ten 
grains  in  syrup,  or  dissolved  in  a  weak  solution  of  carbonate  or 
phosphate  of  soda,  thrice  a  day.  Cinnamon  water  forms  an 
appropriate  vehicle.  Dr.  Ure  announced,  in  1844,  that  from  ten 
to  twenty  grains  of  benzoic  acid,  given  twice  a  day,  in  cases 
of  phosphatic  unne,  is  capable  of  rendering  the  urine  acid,  and 
thus  preventing  the  irritation  of  the  vesical  mucous  membrane,' 
which  is  so  distressing  a  symptom  of  that  form  of  disease.  It  has 
also  been  found  by  Dr.  G.  B.  Wood  to  palliate  the  derangement 
of  function  and  general  distress  which  accompany  phosphatic 
urine,  speedily  changing  the  reaction  of  the  fluid  and  rendering 
it  transparent  This  effect  is,  however  only  to  be  expected  when 
the  state  of  the  urine  depends  upon  disease  in  the  bladder  itself 
It  is  of  no  advantage  when  phosphatic  urine  is  produced  by 
derangements  of  the  digestive  or  the  nervous  system.  The 
benzoate  of  ammonia  has  been  recommended  under  the  saine 
circumstances    by    Dr.   Holland.      It   may  be   prepared  ex- 
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temporaneously  by  dissolving  five  or  six  grains  of  benzoic  acid 
and  as  much  sesqui-carbonate  of  ammonia  in  an  onnce  of  boiling 
water." 

Incontinence  of  Urine, — Dr.  Delcour,  and  also  Dr.  Gasper 
Morris,  have  treated  incontinence  of  urine,  without  an  altered 
constitution  of  this  secretion,  successfiillj  by  means  of  benzoic 
acid.  {Trans.  PhiL  Coll  of  Med,  March  7th,  1855.)  Herfelder 
is  quoted  as  having  used  Lupulin  with  advantage  in  nocturnal 
incontinence  of  urinje.  In  some  cases  a  combination  of  benzoin 
and  Lupulin,  will  be  more  efficient  than  either  us^d  alone. 

Jaundice, — According  to  Flack,  as  quoted  by  Still6,  benzoic? 
acid  is  a  specific  remedy  for  jaundice.  Dr.  Harlsy  repons  favor- 
ably of  its  use. 

Dysentery. — Stills  says  that  the  compound  tincture  of  benzoin  is 
sometimes  used  in  the  treatment  of  chronic  dysentery.  Sometimes- 
a  combination  of  sulphate  of  copper  and  opium,  altt  mated  with 
benzoin,  proves  highly  serviceable. 

Inertia  of  the  Bladder. — Mr.  Ure  published,  in  the  Lancet, 
Nov.  21,  1868,  a  case  of  inertia  of  the  bladder,  with  stagnation 
of  urine  (that  fluid  being  strongly  ammoniacal,  and  containing  a 
large  quantity  of  ropy  mucus  and  some  pus),  in  which  the  ad- 
ministration  of  gr.  x,  of  the  acid,  in  a  mucilaginous  draught  three 
times  a  day,  was  attended  with  the  best  effects. 

Gout. — Waring  states: — In  Ooui,  Benzoic  Acid  was  advised- 
by  Mr.  Ure  aiid  Dr.  Prout,  to  prevent  the  deposition  of,  and  to 
remove  when  formed,  the  masses  of  urate  of  soda,  which  so 
commonly  occur  about  the  joints  of  gouty  subjects.  It  was 
recommended  on  the  supposition  that  Benzoic  Acid  converted  the 
Uric  Ar»id  deposits  into  Hippuric  Acid ;  but  if  the  conclusion 
of  Drs.  Kellhir,  Booth,  and  Garrod  be  correct,  this  medicine 
will  exercise  no  remedial  effect  in  these  casea" 

Local  Application. — Dr.  S.  remarks : — *'  As  a  local  application 
to  indolerd  and  gangrenous  sores  it  is  often  of  signal  advantage. 
BouRDEL  recommends  the  tincture  of  benzoin  as  a  remedy  for 
S')re  nipples.  The  first  application  is  painful  for  a  few  minutes, 
\'\xt  the  sul  sequent  ones  are  less  or  not  at  all  so,  aiid  the  infant 
can  usually  nurse  without  difficulty  and  without  pain  to  the  motht  r. 
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A  mixtare  of  one  part  of  tincture  of  benzoin  and  four  of  glycerin, 
after  having  been  strained,  forms  the  most  efficient  cure  for  chapped 
hands  and  lips  that  we  have  ever  used.  Benzoated  cold  cream  is 
also  an  excellent  application  in  cases  of  the  same  nature. 

A  simple  tincture  (benzoin  J  ij ;  alcohol  Oj.)  is  also  much  em- 
ployed as  a  cosmetic,  when  mixed  with  water,  to  remove  freckles 
and  slight  papular  ^nd  other  eruptions,  as  well  as  to  preserve  the 
freshness  and  suppleness  of  the  shin.  The  simple  tincture  is  used 
in  the  preparation  of  coi4/rt  plaster  " 

^^Benzine  or  berizole,  a  liquid  obtained  by  distilling  benzoic  acid 
with  lime,  has  been  used  to  destroy  lice  in  animals  and  to  cure  the 
itch  in  man." 

Dose  of  the  powdered  Gum,  gr.  x — gr.  xxx. 

Dose  of  Benzoic  Acid,  gr.  x — gr.  xx. 


I  •  ^  •  I 


CARBONATE  OF  AMMONIA  IN  SCARLET  FEVER. 

I 

BY   G.  J.  S.  CAMDEN,  ESQ.,  EHTL. 

The  following  treatment  of  scarlet  fever  has  come  down  from 
master  to  pupil  through  four  or  five  generations  of  medical  men, 
— to  myself  from  a  partner  I  joined  in  1828 — therefore  extending 
over  a  period  of  nearly  150  years.  I  was  nearly  losing  a  patient, 
when  my  partner  told  me  if  I  persisted  in  treating  scarlet  fever 
secundum  artem^  I  should  lose  many.  He  then  told  me  what  he 
had  been  taught  by  his  master,  and  had  used  for  thirty  years  with 
the  greatest  success.  I  adopted  his  system,  and  am  fully  satisfied 
with  the  results.  Never  give  emetics  or  aperients,  nor  bleed,  nor 
use  leeches,  nor  do  anything  to  lower  the  power  of  life,  but  give 
ammon.  carb.  on  the  very  onslaught  of  the  disease,  the  earlier  the 
better,  when  it  will  cut  the  disease  short.     I  used  it  as  follows: — 

IJ     Ammon.  carb gr.  x.  vel  gr.  xij. 

AquaB 3  iv.  3  vj.  vel  3  viij. 

For  sixteen  years  and  above. 

^     Ammon  carb gr.  viij.  vel.  gr.  x. 

AqusB 3  iv.  3  vj.  vel  3  viij. 

12  yeara  to  16  years. 

]J     Ammon.  carb gr*  vj.  vel  gr.  viij. 

Aquae 3  iv.  3  vj.  vel  3  viij. 

6  years  to  12  years. 


'296  The  Journal  of  Mdteria  Medtccu 

ft     Ammon.  carb gr.  iv.  vel  gr.  vj. 

Aquae 3  ij.  vel  3  iij. 

4  years  to  6  years. 

5  Ammon.  carb. gr.  ij.  vel  iv. 

Aquae 3  j.   vel.   ij. 

2  years  to  4  years. 

Unless  distilled  water  be  used  it  must  be  Qold  boiled  rain-water 
filtered,  the  dose  to  be  taken  every  two,  four,  or  six  hours,  ac- 
cording to  the  severity  of  the  throat  symptoms;  the  quantity  of 
water  to  be  regulated  on  the  same  principle.  The  worse  the  throat 
the  stronger  the  dose  of  ammonia,  the  smaller  quantity  of  water, 
and  to  be  given  most  frequently.  The  choking  from  the  .ammonia 
is  instantly  relieved  by  a  small  quantity  of  cold  water,  but  if  done 
without  the  better.  If  the  power  of  life  is  at  a  low  ebb,  wine  or 
teaspoonful  of  brandy,  and  the  same  of  water  between  each  dose, 
and  beware  of  aperients.  I  have  waited  five  or  six  days.  The 
foregoing  prescriptions  I  sent  to  a  lady  in  Ireland,  who  had  seen 
the  effect  in  eleven  cases,  in  her  own  house.  In  the  original  treat- 
ment in  cases  in  which  the  tonsils  had  become  gangrenous,  the 
following  was  used  as  a  gargle: 

3  Rad.  pyrethri |  iij. 

Aquae §  xvj. 

Decoque  ad 3  x.  et  cola ; 

Adde  syrup,  rheados 5  ij. 

M.  Gargar  saepe  utend. 

My  partner  used  it  whilst  with  me  but  once;  I  never  used  it, 
though  I  had  one  extremely  severe  case  with  gangrenous  throat, 
throu8;h  the  nurse's  negligence.  There  were  twenty-two  patients 
in  the  house — a  school — and  none  died.  I  only  used  the  ammonia 
and  the  brandy.  In  each  case  the  child  recovered.  I  never  used 
leeches  but  once — the  child  being  delirious — and  then  put  on  only 
two,  and  as  soon  as  they  came  off  stopped  the  bleeding.  In  my 
severe  case  ascites  supervened,  which  nothing  relieved.  After 
several  months  in  dread  of  paracentesis  the  umbilicus  ulcerated, 
and  the  cavity  emptied,  the  child  recovered,  and  grew  a  fine  youn^ 
woman.  One  great  essential  is  the  room  kept  cool  and  well 
ventilated. 

Some  few  of  my  medical  brethren  have  followed  the  treatment 
on  my  tellins:  them,  and  were  as  much  satisfied  as  myself;  but 
most  are  incredulous.     I  never  lost  a  dozen  patients  from  scarlet 
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fever  in  the  course  of  twenty-five  years,  though  I  lost  two  in  forty 
eight  hours  in  one  house;  but  that  was  the  abominable  situation 
of  it — ^the  comer  of  a  small  wood  into  which  the  drainage  from  a 
farm  yard  ran  in  close  proximity. 

About  the  year  1838  (I  think)  there  was  a  letter  in  the  JLanx^et 
in  which  the  use  of  ammon.  carb.  in  scarlet  fever  was  mentioned 
as  a  new  discovery  by  a  German  M.  D.  Since  then  two  letters 
have  appeared  in  the  Tiraes  from  Dr.  C.  Witt — one  on  December 
1,  1858,  the  other  I  forget  when.  Of  diphtheria  I  know  nothing, 
but  believe  it  to  be  only  another  phase  of  scarlet  fever.  Of  the 
sequelsB  you  have  leas, softer  the  ammonia  treatment,  having*  seen 
but  little,  and  should  anasarca  supervene,  it  will  readily  yield,  as 
I  have  of  late  years  found  (with  alternate  doses  of  quinine  as  a 
tonic),  to  liberal  doses  of  potass,  bi-carb.  (Howard's)  with  potass, 
nitrat.  taken  in  a  large  quantity  of  water.  The  potass,  nitrat.  I 
use  is  to  be  obtained  only  at  powder  makers\  It  has  been  melted 
by  heat  and  kept  so  for  two  or  three  days,  so  that  all  water  of 
crystallization  is  driven  off.  I  mention  this  as  I  have  always  used 
it,  and  fancy  I  should  not  get  a  similar  effect  from  any  other.  The 
sudden  retrocession  of  the  eruption  I  never  knew  to  be  of  con- 
sequence; but  the  most  severe  and  frequently  fatal  cases  are 
Hsually  those  in  which  the  eruption  does  not  appear,  and  these 
cases  are  more  frequent  than  is  supposed,  and  are  not  suspected 
till  too  late.  To  my  eye  there  is  such  a  peculiar  appearance  of  the 
throat  it  cannot  be  mistaken. — Medical  Times  and  Gazette, — 
JBraithwaite^  s. — Buffalo  Medical  and  SurgicalJoumaly  September, 
1873. 


■  I  •   ^m   •  ■  ■ 


ON  THE  PATHOLOGY  AND  DIAaNOSIS  OF 
ACUTE  BRIG-HT'8  DISEASE. 


BY   DB.    6E0BGE  JOHNSON,    P.  B.  8.,    PHYSICIAN  TO   KING's 

COLLEGE    HOSPITAL. 


While  acute  Bright's  disease  is  usually  associated  with  a  more 
or  less  copious  epithelial  desquamation,  there  may  be  no  des- 
quamation of  renal  epethelium  and  either  no  tube-casts  or  only 
small  hyaline  casts  in  the  urine;  while  in  other  cases,  either  with 
or  without  epithelial  casts,  there  may  be  casts  crowded  with  small 
exudation-cells.      The  appearances  which  I  have  described   are 
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sharply  defined  in  some  cases,  while  in  others  they  gradually  merge 
into  each  other.  Epithelial  casts  and  desquamation  may  be 
abundant  or  entirely  absent,  or  present  in  moderate  amount.  The 
casts  with  exudation  cells  may  be  numerous  and  unassociated  with 
epithelial  casts,  or  the  two  forms  of  tube-casts  may  be  combined 
with  and  replace  each  other  in  variable  proportions.  It  is  certainly 
interesting,  and,  I  think,  of  some  practical  importance,  to  note 
these  different  appearances  in  the  urine. 

In  all  the  cases  of  acute  Bright's  disease  to  which  I  have  hitherto 
referred,  although  the  microscopical  appearances  in  the  urine  are 
various,  the  general  symptoms  and  the  physical  and  chemical 
characters  of  the  secretion  are  alike,  and  in  particular  the  presence 
of  a  large  amount  of  albumen  is  a  constant  phenomenon.  Now,  I 
have  to  tell  you  that  we  sometimes,  though  rarely,  meet  with  cases 
of  acute  general  dropsy  in  which  the  urine,  although  scanty, 
contains  not  a  trace  of  albumen.  In  the  great  majority  of  cases 
acute  Bright's  disease  and  acute  albuminuria  are  synonymous 
terms;  but  in  these  few  exceptional  cases  the  latter  term  is  inap- 
plicable, for  the  urine  is  not  albumindlis.  Dr.  Blackall  described 
two  cases  of  acute  general  dropsy  after  scarlet  fever,  in  which  the 
urine  was  not  coagulable  either  by  heat  or  by  nitric,  or,  as  he  calls 
it,  "nitrous"  acid  {op.  cit.,  p.  12  to  21).  Dr.  Roberts  gives  the 
history  of  two  cases  after  scarlet  fever,  both  fatal — one  acute,  the 
other  chronic  (On  Urinary  and  Renal  Diseases  pp.  24  and  400.) 
Dr.  Bash  am  has  reported  the  case  of  an  adult  in  whom  general 
dropsy  followed  exposure  to  wet  and  cold.  He  recovered  {Lancet^ 
August,  186*7)..  And  I  have  notes  of  four  cases  that  have  come 
under  my  own  observation.  Three  of  these  cases  recovered,  and 
the  fourth  was  improving  when  he  was  lost  sight  of.  In  two  of 
my  cases  the  dropsy  followed  scarlet  fever,  and  in  the  other  two  it 
was,  probably,  a  result  of  exposure  to  cold.  In  two  of  the  cases 
neither  albumen  nor  tube-casts  could  be  discovered  throughout;  in 
one  a  trace  of  albumen  was  found  on  one  occasion ;  and  in  the 
fourth,  after  general  dropsy  had  existed  for  six  weeks  without  al- 
bumen or  tube-casts  a  trace  of  albumen  and  some  hyaline  casts 
appeared. 

Now  what  is  the  explanation  of  these  rare,  remarkable,  and 
exceptional  cases?  I  have  neither  seen  nor  heard  of  any  satisfactory 
explanation  of  them,  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  give  you  one;  but 
I  venture  upon  one  or  two  suggestions  and  queries.  There  is 
reason  to  believe  that  suppressed  action  of  the  skin  is  a  powerful 
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concnrriDg  canse  of  the  dropsy  which  is  associated  with  albumi- 
nuria; and  this,  perhaps,  is  the  explanation  of  the  frequent 
association  of  dropsy  with  the  renal  disease  whiqh  results  from 
scarlet  fever  or  from  exposure  to  cold  and  wet.  In  both  these 
classes  of  cases  the  functions  of  the  skin  must  obviously  be  more 
or  less  impaired — in  the  one  by  the  specific  inflammation,  and  in 
the  other  by  cold;  whereas  diphtheritic  albuminuria,  without  im- 
plication of  the  skin  in  the  morbid  process,  rarely  if  ever,  gives 
rise  to  general  dropsy.  Then  the  question  arises,  is  it  possible  that 
suppression  of  the  cutaneous  secretion  may  alone  cause  acute 
general  dropsy  without  the  implication  of  the  kidneys?  May  acute 
general  dropsy  result  from  a  metastasis  of  the  perspiration  from 
the  skin  to  the  areolar  tissue  and  the  serous  membranes?  And  may 
the  scanty  secretion  of  urine  in  these  exceptional  cases  be  a  result 
of  the  morbid  transfer  of  water  to  the  tissues  where  the  dropsical 
effusion  takes  place,  as,  by  a  reversed  action,  the  perspiration  is 
checked  and  the  skin  of  a  diabetic  patient  rendered  dry  by  the 
copious  flux  of  liquid  through  the  kidneys?  I  am  not  prepared  to 
answer  these  questions.  In  most  cases  of  acute  dropsy  without 
albuminuria  the  urine  has  been  scanty  and  high  colored.  In  one 
of  Dr.  Robert's  cases  the  urine  was  scanty  almost  to  suppression, 
only  two  drachms  having  been  voided  in  twenty-four  hours;  "It 
contained  casts,  but  not  a  trace  of  albumen."  The  form  o^  tube, 
casts  is  not  mentioned.  The  total  quantity  of  urine  voided  during 
the  last  seven  days  of  life  amounted  to  between  six  and  seven 
ounces.  No  autopsy  was  permitted.  In  the  second  case  the  urine 
contained  neither  albumen  nor  casts,  but  it  was  scanty  and  high- 
colored;  and  death  having  occurred  after  an  illness  of  five  months, 
"  the  kidneys  were  found  to  be  good  examples  of  the  smooth,  white 
Bright's  kidney."  In  this  case  it  would  seem  that,  although  there 
was  no  albuminuria,  there  was  some  structural  change  in  the 
kidneys.  Dr.  Wilks  has  published  in  the  sixth  volume  of  the 
Pathological  Transactions  a  remarkable  case  of  general  dropsy, 
with  a  peculiar  form  of  renal  disease,  but  without  albuminuria,  in 
a  woman  aged  35.  The  urine  passed  amounted  to  about  twelve 
ounces  in  the  day,  of  specific  gravity  1012,  and  not  albuminous. 
A  few  days  before  dea'th  the  urine  became  less  in  quantity,  and  for 
the  last  four  days  none  was  obtained.  The  kidneys  were  pale  and 
large,  their  combined  weight  being  seventeen  ounces.  The  coitical 
portion  was  seen  by  the  naked  eye  to  be  scattered  over  with  small 
round  dots  like  grains  of  sand.     On  a  microscopic  examination 
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these  were  found  to  be  the  Malpighian  bodies,  the  capillaries  of 
whioh  were  covered  over  with  mulberry-like  masses  of  oil-globules, 
while  the  tubeawere  healthy. 

It  may  hereafter  happen  to  some  of  you  to  have  the  oportuuity 
of  throwing  additional  light  upon  the  pathology  of  these  rare  and 
exceptional  cases  of  general  dropsy  not  dependent  on  heart-disease 
And  unassociated  with  albuminuria. 

We  have  seen  that  the  chief  varieties  and  modifications  of  acute 
Bright's  disease  with  albuminuria  are  the  following: — 1,  with 
•epilil;i,elia}..  desquamation  (desquamative  juepbritis) ;  2,  without  des- 
quamation, either  with  or  without  small  hyaline  casts;  3,  with 
exudation-cell  casts,  either  with  or  without  epithelial  casts  and 
-desquamation.  Lastly,  we  have,  as  an  entirely  distinct  class  of 
cases,  rare,  exceptional,  and  obscure  in  their  pathology,  acute 
general  and  febrile  dropsy,  without  albuminuria. 

Changes  in  the  Blood. — ^The  effect  of  acute  Bright's  disease  is 
not  only  to  cause  an  admixture  of  blood-constituents  with  the  urine, 
but  also  to  bring  about  a  large  accumulation  of  urinary  materials 
in  the  blood.  While  the  urine  is  usually  more  or  less  bloody,  the 
blood  becomes  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  urinous.  Dr  Christison 
w&s  the  first  to  announce  the  fact  that  the  blood  in  these  cases 
contains  a  large  amount  of  urea  and  that  urea  is  found  in  the 
•dropsical  and  inflammatory  effusions  {Edinburgh  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal^  October  1829).  Not  only  is  the  blood  altered 
by  an  accumulation  of  urinary  materials,  but  also  by  a  loss  of  its 
•own  normal  constituents.  The  density  of  the  serum  is  reduced 
from  1030  to  1022  or  even  1020.  The  loss  of  density  is  greatest 
when  the  urine  has  been  most  albuminous;  and  it  is  probably  ex- 
vplained  by  the  escape  of  serum  through  the  kidneys.  The  haemo- 
globin or  coloring  matter  also  diminishes  rapidly,  the  normal 
proportion  being  1,835  in  10,000.  Dr.  Christison  found  it  reduced, 
after  a  few  weeks'  illness,  as  low  as  955  in  one  case,  in  another  to 
564;  and  in  a  young  man  ill  for  three  months  and  a  half  sub- 
■sequent  to  scarlet  fever,  who  had  never  been  bled  before,  it  was 
only  427.  At  the  commencement  of  the  disease  the  loss  of  coloring 
matter  is  less  rapid  than  the  extreme  pallor  of  the  patient  would 
-seem  to  indicate;  and  it  is  probable  that  the  blanched  appearance 
of  the  skin  is  partly  occasioned  by  the  quantity  of  water  in  the 
subcutaneous  tissue. 
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Etiology, — Acute  Bright's  disease  may  occur  at  all  ages  frohk 
infancy  to  extreme  old  age.  The  two  most  frequent  causes  of  acute 
Bright's  disease  with  dropsy  are  exposure  to  wet  and  cold  and 
scarlet  fever.  Either  of  these  causes  is  alone  sufficient  to  excite 
the  disease;  but  their  combined  action — exposure  to  cold  during 
the  progress  of  scarlet  fever — is  a  most  powerful  determining 
cause  of  the  malady.  Diphtheria  is  a  frequent  cause  of 
albuminuria;  but,  as  I  have  before  said,  albuminuria  is 
rarely  associated  with  dropsy.  Amongst  the  less  frequent 
causes  of  acute  albuminuria  are  measles,  erysipelas,  pysemia,. 
the  absorption  of  poisotrous  materials  from  the  uterus  after 
parturition,  rheumatic  fever,  the  malarious  poison,  typhus  and 
typhoid  fever,  cholera,  and  lastly,  excessive  eating  and  drinking,, 
more  especially  when  combined  with  dyspepsia.  In  the  majority 
of  cases  acute  albuminuria,  resulting  from  other  causes  than  scarlet 
fever  and  exposure  to  cold,  is  unassociated  with  dropsy,  and  its- 
history  belongs  to  that  of  the  diseases  with  which  it  is  associated 
as  a  complication.  We  shall  find  hereafter  that  albuminuria  re- 
sulting from  one  or  other  of  the  various  causes  here  referred  to> 
sometimes  leads  to  a  chronic  and  incurable  degeneration  of  the 
kidney.  £xcess  of  alcohol  is  a  more  frequent  cause  of  chronic 
than  of  acute  Bright's  disease.  A  remarkable  case  of  transieitt 
alcoholic  albuminuria  occurred  when  Dr.  Baxter  was  house- 
physician  to  our  hospital.  A  man  between  twenty  and  thirty 
years  of  age  was  brought  in  one  night  by  the  police.  He  was 
unconscious,  and  breathing  stertorously.  He  was  believed  to  be 
drunk,  and  a  large  quantity  of  vinous  liquor  was  pumped  out  of 
his  stomach.  The  unconsciousness  remaining,  uraemia  was 
suspected,  and  s^y^^e  urine  drawn  off  with  the  catheter  was 
"  loaded  with  albSilien."  He  was  then  put  into  bed,  cupped  over 
the  loins,  and  a  purgative  given.  When  Dr.  Baxter  visited  the 
ward  in  the  morning  he  found  the  man  sitting  up  and  clamoring 
for  his  discharge.  He  baid  that  he  had  been  very  drunk  over  night,, 
but  now  he  had  nothing  the  matter  with  him.  He  passed  some 
urine,  which  was  found  of  normal  color  and  specific  gravity,  and 
without  a  trace  of  albumen.  He  then  left  the  hospital  in  triumph ., 
The  temporary  albuminuria  was  the  result  of  renal  congestion 
while  the  excess  of  alcohol  was  being  exercised  by  the  kidneys. 

Diagnosis, — In  most  cases  of  acute  Bright's  disease  the 
symptoms  are  so  obvious,  that  the  disease  can  scarcely  be  over- 
looked or  mistaken  for  any  other.     The  only  case  in  which  there  ijt 
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a  possibility  of  acute  albuminuria  being  unrecognized  are  those  in 
which  it  is  unassociated  with  dropsy.  But,  the  existence  of  al- 
buminuria being  discovered,  it  is  not  always  easy  to  determine 
whether  this  is  the  result  of  a  recent  acute  attack,  or  of  a  chronic 
degeneration  of  the  kidney.  We  shall  be  in  a  better  position  to 
discuss  this  important  practical  question  after  we  have  studied  the 
various  forms  of  chronic  Bright's  disease.  Meanwhile,  however,  I 
may  tell  you  that,  as  a  rule,  high-colored,  smoky  and  blood-tinged 
urine,  of  high  specific  gravity,  is  an  indication  of  a  recent  acute 
attack;  and  equally  so  is  a  copious  sediment  composed  of  epithelial 
and  blood-casts,  or  of  exudation-cell  casts,  alone  or  mixed  with 
epitlielial  casts.  The  appearance  of  oily  casts  and  cells,  in  com- 
bination with  numerous  epithelial  casts,  does  not  materially  affect 
the  diagnosis.  On  the  other  hand,  urine  of  low  specific  gravity 
and  very  pale  in  color,  yet  highly  albuminous,  is  usually  evidence 
of  chronic  disease;  and  this  evidence  is  strengthened  by  the 
appearance  of  numerous  oily  casts  and  cells  unassociated  with 
•epithelial  or  exudation-cell  casts.  Large  hyaline  casts  in  pale 
highly  albuminous  urine  point  to  disease  not  only  chronic,  but  in 
an  advanced  stage.     We  shall  return  to  the  subject,  and  discuss  it 

more  fully  in  a  future  lecture. 

> 

Prognosis. — Acute  Bright's  disease  has  a  tendency  to  terminate 
in  complete  recovery.  It  is  essentially  a  curable  disease,  as  much 
«o  as  acute  bronchitis  or  acute  pneumonia.  The  earlier  the  patient 
oomes  under  treatment  the  better  is  his  prospect  of  recovery;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  longer  the  symptoms  have  continued  with- 
out signs  of  amendment,  the  more  grave  does  the  prognosis 
become.  The  prognosis  is,  on  the  whole,  more  favorable  in  the 
young  and  middle-aged  than  in  those  more  advanced  in  years;  but 
the  disease  may  prove  mild  and  tractable  even  in  very  aged  persons. 
For  obvious  reasons,  the  prospect  of  recovery  is  better  in  the  case 
of  those  who  can  avoid  exposure  to  cold  and  other  injurious 
influences,  than  when  the  patients'  circumstances  are  less  favorable. 

In  favorable  cases  a  copious  secretion  of  urine,  of  comparatively 
low  specific  gravity  and  of  paler  colour,  with  a  diminishing  amount 
of  albumen  and  decrease  of  dropsy,  are  amongst  the  earliest  signs 
of  amendment.  Albuminuria  is  usually  the  last  symptom  to 
•disappear.  The  time  of  its  disappearance  varies,  in  different  cases 
of  recovery,  from  a  few  days  to  many  months.  If  the  urine 
continue   albuminous  for  more  than  six  months,  it  becomes  more 
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and  more  doubtful  whether  it  will  ever  cease  to  be  so;  but  I  have 
seen  cases  of  complete  recovery  after  albuminuria  had  continued 
for  one,  two,  and  even  three  years.  .  So  long  as  the  urine  contuiues 
albuminous,  in  however  slight  a  degree,  although  the  dropsy  and 
all  other  general  symptoms  may  have  passed  away,  recovery  must 
be  considered  incomplete.  Acute  Bright's  disease,  although,  as  a 
loile,  a  curable,  is  not  unfrequently  a  fatal  disease.  Hiere  are 
some  symptoms  and  complications  which  indicate  a  case  of  more 
than  ordinary  peril;  such  as  a  scanty  secretion  of  highly 
albuminous  urine;  frequent  and  distressing  vomiting;  great 
anasarca,  with  a  tendency  to  erysipelatous  inflammation  of  the 
skin,  dropsical  effusion  within  the  chest,  either  in  the  pleura  or 
the  pericardium,  or  both,  with  urgent  dyspncea;  inflammation  of  the 
lung,  or  pleura,  or  pericardium,  or  endocardium;  severe  and 
persistent  headache,  which  is  apt  to  be  followed  by  convulsions 
and  by  coma,  with  a  brown  and  dry  tongue.  All  these  are 
symptoms  of  grave,  though  not  always  of  fatal  import.  When 
the  renal  disease  is  acute,  and  therefore  essentially  curable,  re- 
covery sometimes  occurs  after  the  most  formidable  symptoms  of 
anemic  poisoning  have  been  present. 

A  consideration  of  the  exciting  causes  of  the  renal  disease  forms 
an  element  in  the  prognostic  indications.  When  Bright's  disease 
results  from  some  inherent  constitutional  defect,  without  obvious 
exciting  cause,  it  is  generally  more  intractable  than  when  it  is 
directly  due  to  exposure  to  cold  or  to  the  influence  of  some  speciflc 
blood-poison,  as,  for  instance,  that  of  scarlet  fevev  or  erysipelas. 
To  all  general  rules  of  this  kind  there  are  exceptions,  and  each  case 
requires  a  separate  and  careful  study. 

Let  me  impress  upon  you  one  point  of  practical  importance. 
Before  you  pronounce  a  patient  to  be  entirely  free  from  his  malady, 
be  careful  to  test  the  urine,  not  only  after  rest  and  fasting — i,  6., 
in  the.  morning  before  breakfast — but  after  food  and  exercise. 
Albuminous  urine  is  usually  more  copiously  so  after  food  and 
exercise;  and  you  will  sometimes  find  that,  while  the  urine  before 
breakfast  is  quite  free  from  albumen,  that  which  is  secreted  after 
a  meal  is  decidedly  and  even  copiously  albuminous.  In  some  cases 
exercise  has  even  more  influence  than  food  in  exciting  renal  con- 
orestion  and  albuminuria. 

An  attack  of  acute  Bright's  disease  confers  no  immunity  from 
future  attacks;  on  the  contrary,  the  disease  may  occur  more  than 
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once  in  the  same  subject,  a  result  of  either  inexplicable  pre- 
disposition, or  of  a  liability  resulting  from  a  first  attack.  I  think 
my  experience  warrants  the  statement  that  when  acute  albuminuria 
has  resulted  from  some  non-specific  cause,  such  as  exposure  to  cold 
and  wet,  or  excessive  eating  and  drinking,  it  is  more  likely  to  recur 
than  when  it  has  been  excited  by  a  specific  poison,  such  as  that 
of  scarlet  fever,  which,  as  a  rule,  does  not  occur  a  second  time  in 
the  same  individual;  but  I  have  known  patients  so  unfortunate  as 
to  have  two  attacks  of  scarlet  fever,  and  each  attack  complicated 
with  albuminuria. — British  Med.y  Jour. — Bnnthwaite^s  Retrospect. 
— Buffalo  Med.  and  Sitrg.  Jour.^  September,  1873. 


CHOLERA  INFANTUM :  ITS  CAUSE  AND  CUBE. 


By  Alex.  MrBRinE,  of  Berea,  Ohio. 


It  is  not  without  mature  reflection  and  long  observation  that  I 
venture  to  write  upon  this  subject.  It  is  now  nine  years  since  1 
made  a  particular  observation  upon  this  disease,  and  my  observa- 
tions upon  it  every  year  since  (when  the  disease  has  occurred)  have 
confinAed  my  conclusion  of  that  time. 

During  the  summer  of  1864,  I  observed  that  all  the  cases  ol 
cholera  infantum  were  preceded  by  heat-rash  or  prickly  heat  (lichefi 
tropicus).  The  choleraic  condition  supervened  in  no  case  till  after 
the  retrocedence  of  the  rash.  In  every  well-pronounced  case  which 
I  have  seen  since,  where  a  history  of  the  case  could  be  obtained, 
it  has  been  found  that  the  rash  had  preceded  the  defluxions.  I 
need  not  go  into  an  investigation  of  the  minute  pathology,  or  at- 
tempt a  graphic  or  classific  description  of  heat  rash.  Suffice  it  to 
say  that  heat-rash,  or  lichen  tropicus,  is  a  red  papillary  eruption  or 
rash  that  appears  on  the  skin  of  delicate  or  fair-skinned  persons, 
when  the  atmospheric  temperature  is  for  many  days  about  80°  and 
above.  I  say  the  rash  occurs  to  fair-skinned  persons;  perhaps  it 
occurs  to  brunettes,  but  I  think  for  them  a  higher  heat  is  required. 
The  retrocession  appears  to  be  caused  by  a  lowering  of  tempera- 
ture. In  this  the  disease  resembles  cholera  morbus.  I  have  nevei 
seen  this  disease  (cholera  morbus)  well  developed,  except  during 
cool  nights  following  hot  days. 

Notwithstanding  what  writers  have  said  about  cholera  infantum 
beiniif  solely  a  disease  of  cities,  deve1f>]^od  by  hot   weather,    aidp^l 
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by  some  peculiar  cause,  I  beg  leave  to  differ;  for  I  assert  that  I 
have  seen  the  disease  as  thoroughly  developed  in  the  airy  and 
salubrious  rural  rejarions  as  it  possibly  could  be  anywhere,  but  it 
was  always  in  a  season  of  great  heat,  interspersed  with  damp  or 
chilly  nights,  and  always  following  the  heat-rash.  I  have  no  doubt, 
however,  that  the  disease  in  cities  is  more  intractable;  for  the  rea- 
son that  the  heat  is  not  only  greater,  but  not  so  well  blended  off 
with  cool  breezes  as  in  the  country. 

The  remote  and  exciting  causes,  then,  are  high  atmospheric  tem- 
perature long  continued,  alternated  with  a  low  temperature;  and 
the  proximate  cause  is  retrocession  of  heat-rash. 

Now,  this  is  as  I  have  seen  it.  If  others  have  not  seen  it  so, 
their  failure  thierein  can  not  invalidate  what  I  have  seen.  Last 
summer  I  presented  these  observations  to  a  medical  society  in 
Cleveland.  None  of  the  gentlemen  were  prepared  to  contradict 
my  views,  although  they  all  said  they  had  not  made  the  same  ob- 
servations; but  one  gentleman  went  so  far  as  to  say  that  he  had 
seen  a  case  of  cholera  infantum  with  the  heat-rash  fully  out  at  the 
time,  which  fact  would  rather  contradict  my  ebservations.  But^ 
inasmuch  as  he  is  the  only  man  who  ever  saw  the  like,  I  believe 
that  no  other  man  ever  will  see  it,  for  such  an  exhausting  and  de- 
pleting defluxion  as  that  in  question  is  wholly  incompatible  with 
any  kind  of  redness  on  the  skin. , 

Now,  if  my  cause  and  pathology  be  correct,  the  treatment  is  al- 
most inevitable.  There  is  nothing  more  wanted  to  be  done  thaD 
to  restore  the  flow  of  blood  to  the  surface,  maintain  it  there,  and 
establish  a  tonic  state  of  the  capillaries  and  of  the  muscular  tunic 
of  the  bowels. 

We  are  not  lacking  in  remedies  to  accomplish  all  this.  The 
medicines  are  belladonna,  opium,  camphor,  arsenic,  strychnia,  and 
last,  but  not  least,  cantharides.  The  important  features  of  bella- 
donna are,  that  it  is  a  vital  or  arterial  stimulant,  and  is  the  quick- 
est of  all  medicines  to  cause  a  flow  of  blood  to  the  surface. 

To  a  child  one  year  old,  with  cholera  infantum,  give  half  a  drop 
of  fluid  extract  of  belladonna,  and  you  will  see  the  pallid  surface 
change  to  red  in  thirty  minutes,  and  the  flux  will  be  checked;  then 
give  arsenic  and  opium  (arterial  and  capillary  tonics)  to  maintain 
the  status  of  the  circulation,  and  your  case  is  quiet  and  comforta- 
ble.     Add  strychnine  to  give  tone  to  the  muscular  tunic  of  the  in- 

20 
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testines,  and  there  is  only  one  thing  lacking  to  complete  the  cure^ 
and  that  is  a  diuretic:  this  may  be  nitrous  ether  and  cubeb,  or  some 
other  diuretic.  Of  course,  all  these  articles  are  not  necessary  in 
every  case. 

If  a  case  is  in  a  very  sunken  or  collapsed  condition,  I  do  not  hes^ 
itate  to  give  20  drops  tr.  cantharides  to  begin  with,  or  apply  to  the 
abdomen  five  inches  square — twenty-five  supei-ficial  inches — of  fly 
plaster. — The  plaster  should  not  remain  on  more  than  an  hour  or 
an  liour  and  a  half.  The  dose  of  20  drops  of  the  tincture  will  sel- 
dom require  to  be  given  more  than  once.  Although  this  might 
seem  a  large  dose  for  a  child  a  year  old,  it  is  no  more  than  equal 
to  120  minims  for  an  adult — a  dose  which  I  give  many  times  every 
year  in  similar  conditions,  congestions,  stasis,  etc. 

The  formula  which  I  have  used  with  unvarying  success  this  sea- 
son, in  cholera  infantum  and  all  the  choleraic  diseases  of  adults, 
is  the  following : 

5     Sol.  strychnia  (1  gr.  to  the  3  ). . .  M  Ixx. 

Sol.  potass,  arsenit 

Belladonna,  fl.  ext.,  aa M  xxj. 

Spts.  8Bth.  nitrosi M  cxl. 

Tr.  cubeb M  ccxxviij. 

Moi*phia,  Munn's grs.  jl-6. 

M.* 

Dose  for  a  child  one  year  old,  6  to  8  drops ;  for  an  adult,  in  a 
severe  case  of  cholera  or  cholera  morbus,  70  minims,  or  a  teaspoon- 
ful.  To  be  repeated  once  in  three  hours,  more  or  less,  according 
to  seventy. 

The  first  dose  generally  checks  the  symptoms  decidedly,  so  that 
frequent  repetitions  are  seldom  necessary.  Although  the  dose  of 
belladonna,  in  the  child's  dose,  is  but  little  more  than  one-fourth 
of  a  minim,  it  very  often  brings  out  the  peculiar  red  flush.  I  never 
made  a  combination  of  remedies  in  which  the  different  ingredients 
so  harmonized,  and  seemed  so  much  to  enhance  each  other's  value. 
It  may  appear  to  some  that  the  spts.  nitre  and  tr.  cubeb  are  added 
for  some  whimsical  reason,  but  not  so.  It  has  long  been  a  maxim 
with  me,  that  when  powerful  or  poison  medicines  were  used,  which 
did  not,  as  part  of  their  therapeutic  effect,  increase  the  quantity  of 
some  natural  excretion,  a  diuretic  should  be  used,  to  carry  out  of 

*Thl8  formula  was  arranged  on  the  theory  that  an  oonce-phlal  of  liquid  will  pour 
ordinarily  seven  teaspoons  of  convenient  fullness  (usually  it  will  be  eight.)— Ed.  L.  &  O 
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the  system  the  results  of  their  disintegrating  effects;  and  I  find,  in 
the  use  of  arsenic  especially,. this  practice  hisis  an  excellent  effect, 
and  so  I  think  of  the  others. 

But  this  I  will  discuss  no  further  at  present.  Let  any  one  ex- 
amine carefully  each  ingredient  of  the  above  formula,  and  I  think 
he  will  be  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  they,  by  acting  in  harmony, 
will  fulfill  all  the  conditions  necessary  for  the  cure  of  cholera  in- 
fantum and  the  choleraic  diseases;  and,  in  severe  and  collapsed 
cases,  the  cantharides  may  be  added,  to  get  the  case  over  the  dan- 
gerous shoals. 

For  the  troublesome  diarrhoBa  which  sometimes  follows  the  acute 
stage  of  cholera  infantum,  if  you  do  not  choose  to  use  the  arsenic 
and  opium  (thus,  tr.  opii,  2  to  4  drops;  Fowler's  solution,  ^  to  1 
drop,  ihree  or  four  times  per  day),  the  next  best  remedy  perhaps 
is  5  to  10  grains  bismuth,  with  1- 10  to  1-6  gr.  of  opium,  two  to  four 
times  per  day. 

Much  more  might  be  said  about  this  disease,  and  upon  tne  ther- 
apeutic principle  of  these  remedies,  but  I  donH  know  that  more 
words  are  necessary;  the  fraternity  will  comprehend  my  meaning. 
But  this  much  I  will  add:  I  do  not  undertake  to  say  that  the  dis- 
ease never  does  or  can  occur  without  the  rash  preceding.  I  have 
no  doubt  cases  will  be  met  with  where  it  can  not  be  shown  that 
the  rash  preceded.  Neither  is  it  true  that  the  disease  will  follow 
«very  case  of  heat-rash. 

I  suppose  it  is  sudden  retrocession  of  the  rash,  occasioned  by 
cold  or  damp  air,  that  causes  the  difficulty.  This  rash,  like  mea- 
sles or  scarlatina,  when  it  runs  its  course  uninterrupted,  occasions 
no  difficulty.  ^ 

As  complete  and  threatening  a  case  of  choleraic  disease  as  I  ever 
«aw,  resulted  from  the  sudden  retrocession  of  the  rash  of  scarlatina. 
This  case  was  successfully  turned  by  the  application  of  a  fly  plas- 
ter to  the  epigastrium. — 27ie  Cincinnati  Lwncet  and  Observer,    , 
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CBEASOTE  IN  THE  TREATMENT  OF 

G-aNOBBHCEA. 


BY    ULTSSSS  L.  HUYETTB,  M.  D.,  BBLFE,  PHELPS  CO.,  HO. 


The  tendency  to  routine  practice  in  our  profession  has  long  been 
its  bane,  and  is  ever  to  be  reprobated  by  its  friends.    In  no  instance 
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is  this  proneness  so  manifest  as  in  the  treatment  of  venereal 
diseases.  Well  nigh  every  practitioner  has  a  specific  method — 
walks  in  a  beaten  path — and  can  give  you  a  concise  answer  when 
interrogated  concerning  his  treatment  of  syphilis  or  gonorrhoea. 
To  this  pre-eminence  of  the  specific  plan  is  doubtless  due  the  slow 
progress  in  this  direction  in  comparison  with  that  of  the  other 
'branches  of  our  profession.  We  do  not  in  this  paper  propose  to 
attempt  to  set  right  the  profession  upon  the  subject — nor  yet  to 
add  much  to  what  is  already  known — but  wish  humbly  to  present 
the  results  of  an  experience  which,  if  it  but  stimulate  to  further 
research,  will  amply  repay  the  writer.  Having  long  been  in  doubt 
as  to  the  efficacy  of  the  ordinary  plans  of  treating  gonorrhoea,  and 
having  frequently  suffered  disappointment  and  chagrin  at  the  tardy 
convalescence  of  my  patients,  I  naturally  was  led  to  inquire  into 
the  rationaJte  of  my  treatment,  and  to  consider  what  indeed  was 
the  true  course  to  pursue.  The  following  considerations  presented 
*  themselves:  Ist,  this  is  not  an  ordinary  inflammation,  but  a  specific 
disease — the  result  of  a  cause  »txi  generU — a  peculiar  poison  whose 
toxic  properties  are  manifest  in  the  pathological  condition  of  the 
part  affected;  2d,  not  only  is  the  origin  of  the  disease  due  to  this 
cause,  but  its  duration  also  is  dependent  upon  the  same  element 
present  in  the  pus  secreted  from  the  mucous  surface  of  the  urethra. 

For,  if  gonorrhceal  pus  will  give  rise  to  the  disease  when 
brought  in  contact  with  healthy  mucous  surfaces,  we  cannot  but 
think  it  capable  of  renewing  it  constantly  as  it  comes  in  contact 
with  the  lining  of  the  urethra  from  which  it  emanates.  Hence,  if 
the  origin  and  duration  of  the  affection  be  due  to  a  specific  virus, 
what  is  the  indication?  Certainly  not  an  antiphlogistic  course, 
which  does  not  destroy  the  materies  morbi  present.  We  naturally 
look  for  some  means  by  which  we  may  rob  the  pus  of  its  septic 
properties,  and  render  it  harmless.  And  almost  intuitively  we 
look  to  the  class  of  antiseptic  agents  for  the  means  to  accomplish 
the  work.  Creasote,  whose  powers  are  well  known,  is  the  remedy 
we  selected,  and  after  an  ample  trial  in  numerous  cases  in  all  stages, 
we  are  safe  in  asserting  its  claims  upon  the  attention  of  the 
profession.  Another  question  arises:  Shall  we  use  it  locally  or 
internally?  We  deem  the  former  insufficient,  from  the  fact  that  in 
many  instances  we  are  unable  to  reach  the  whole  diseased  surface 
by  an  injection,  however  well  executed;  so  we  should  trust  to  its 
internal  use — ^by  which  it  is  eliminated  by  the  kidneys  audi  passes 
over  the  entire  mucous  tract. 
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That  creasote  is  the  only  remedy  of  this  class  whioh  will  destroy 
the  toxic  power  of  the  pus  we  do  not  claim,  but  deem  it  highly 
probable  that  carbolic  acid,  and  other  agents  of  the  kind  will 
effect  the  same  end.  We  are  aware  that  we  render  ourselves  liable 
to  the  charge  of  "  specijist,^^  which  we  reprobated  in  the  beginning 
of  our  paper,  but  of  this  charge  we  plead  not  guilty,  from  the  fact 
that  we  are  not  proposing  a  specific  for  a  disease,  but  a  means  of 
removing  a  constant  specific  cause,  of  the  extension  and  mainte- 
nance of  the  disease;  a  poison  upon  which  the  malady  depends, 
i^hich  must  be  neutralized  ere  we  can  hope  for  a  cure.  Hence  the 
propriety  and  the  necessity  of  some  agent  or  class  of  agents  by 
which  to  combat  it.  The  mode  of  administration  which  I  have 
adopted  is  in  the  form  of.  an  emulsion  from  1  to  3  gtt.,  ter  die,  and 
at  late  bed-time.  I  find  this  applicable  to  all  cases,  save  perhaps, 
in  some  advanced  stages  of  gleet,  in  which  the  poisonous  element 
is  not  present.  The  astringent  properties  of  oreasote  have  been 
recognized,  and  some  may  be  disposed  to  attribute  any  good  effects 
which  flow  from  its  use  to  that  property;  but  we  cannot  admit  this 
argument,  for  there  are  many,  more  highly  astringent  remedies 
which  would  be  preferable  if  that  effect  alone  were  desired.  We 
<3laim  for  it  a  higher  virtue,  and  trust  those  interested  will  give  it 
a  trial. 

Thus,  in  short,  we  claim  that  gonorrhoea  is  a  disease  sui  generiSy 
due  to  a  specific  virus  or  toxic  agent,  and  thaU  the  only  rational 
method  of  cutting  short  its  operations  is  to  rob  the  disease  of  its 
•chief  characteristic;  to  deprive  the  pus,  which  is  constantly  bath- 
ing the  mucous  surface,  of  its  virulent  power,  when  the  case  will 
be  virtually  closed. 

By  an  antiphlogistic  course  we  may  reduce  the  inflammatory 
Action,  but  only  to  be  excited  again  by  the  effects  of  the  pus; 
And  the  disease  if  treated  so,  will  only  end  when  the  toxic  element 
will  have  been  exhausted  and  the  pus  ceases  to  be  virulent. — Saint 
liouia  Medical  and  Surgical  Jour, — September,  1873. 


■  I  ■  ^  ■  I 


ON  THE  TREATMENT  OP  CHRONIC  DYSENTERY, 


BY    STBPHSN    H.    WAED,    M.  D.,    F.  R.  C.  P. 


The  first  thing  to  be  insisted  upon  is  rest  in  bed,  and  in  the  re« 
-cumbent  position,  in  which  the  bowels  are  best  kept  quiet. 
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Diet  stands  next  in  importance  to  rest.  That  kind  of  diet  should 
be  ordered  which  gives  least  work  io  the  alimentary  canal,  and 
which  is  most  likely  to  be  assimilated  should  the  mesenteric  glanda 
be  implicated,  and  which  will  send  down  to  the  large  bowel  a 
minimum  amount  of  irritating  waste  material.  Milk  is  the  heat 
form  of  nourishment  in  these  cases;  flour  boiled  with  milk  is  a 
good  combination;  farinaceous  articles  rf  diet  are  also  admissible. 
As  a  rule,  the  patients  do  better  without  alcoholic  stimuli;  but 
where  there  is  much  prostration  these  must  be  given. 

It  is  important  tjiat  an  even  temperature  should  be  maintained 
in  the  bedroom  or  ward  by  night  as  well  as  by  day.  It  had  long 
been  remarked  that  patients  passing,  say,  twenty  stools  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  would  pass  a  large  proportion  of  them  in  the  night- 
time. The  action  of  the  skin,  which  it  is  desirable  not  to  check, 
can  ^be  evenly  maintained  in  bed.  Dr.  Ward  has  found  the 
application  of  a  broad  flannel  roller  in  some  cases  to  do  good  by 
carrying  out  the  indication  of  support  and  local  surf  ace- warmth. 
During  the  penod  of  convalescence,  flannel  next  the  skin,  and 
otherwise  adequate  clothing,  are  essential. 

Special  remedial  agents  render  important  service  in  the  relief  of 
various  symptoms.  An  occasional  dose  of.  opium  at  night,  where 
there  are  irritability  and  restlessness,  may  be  given,  not  to  lock  up 
the  bowels,  but  with  a  view  of  procuring  sleep.  A  dose  of  castor 
oil,  guarded  witih  laudanum,  is  often  of  service  in  bringing  away 
scybalous  fecal  matter  that  has  been  retained,  and  caused  griping 
and  distress.  For  the  tenesmus  from  which  some  patients  suffer 
so  much,  an  injection  of  starch  and  opium  is  the  best  remedy.  The 
possibility  of  irritation  being  kept  up  by  hemorrhoids  must  not  be 
lost  sight  of.  The  severe  and  oft-repeated  straining  in  the  earlier 
stages  of  the  disease  gives  rise  at  times  to  prolapsus  ani,  which  in 
the  more  advanced  stage  may  become  a  source  of  annoyance,  and 
require  surgical  aid. 

The  complexion  and  course  of  chronic  dysentery  may  be  modified 
by  the  association  of  some  special  cachexia,  as  that  of  scurvy, 
ague  or  tuberculosis.  Where  such  exists  the  treatment  will  have 
to  be  modified.  Where  there  are  evidences  of  scorbutic  taint,  lime 
or  lemon-juice  must  be  given.  It  is  here  that  the  Bael  fruit,  which 
has  enjoyed  so  much  repute  in  India,  will  be  found  useful.  If 
there  be  any  old  malarious  influence  at  work,  the  symptoms  will 
exhibit  periodicity — the  patients  will  perhaps  be  worse  on  alternate 
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days,  and  then  quinine  will  be  the  remedy.  Where  congh,  hectic^ 
etc.,  point  to  the  tuberculous  diathesis,  cod-liver  oil  and  tonics  are 
indicated. — Half'  Yearly  Abstract. — Bvffalo  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal^  September,  1673. 


BROMOCHLORALUM  IN  THE  TREATMENT  OF 

VAGINAL  DISCHARGES. 


Dr.  Melvin  Rhorer,  of  Louisville,  has  been  using  for  some  time 
back  Bromo-Chloralum  as  a  topical  application  in  vaginal  dischar- 
ges with  a  success  which  leads  him  to  esteem,  it  an  agent  of  consid- 
erable value  in  this  class  of  cases.  Owing  to  its  antiseptic  as  well 
as  astringent  properties,  he  regards  it  of  especial  value  in  such  dis- 
charges as  are  accompanied  by  fetor.  He  applies  it  in  certain  con- 
ditions, undiluted,  directly  to  the  seat  of  the  disease  by  means  of 
pledgets  of  lint ;  at  other  times  he  uses  it  as  an  injection  or  wash  of 
varying  strength,  beginning  generally  with  one  part  of  the  ordinary 
solution  to  eight  parts  of  water.     Dr  Rhorer  writes: 

"  In  leucorrhoBa,  an  affection  in  which  I  have  had  frequent  op- 
portunities to  try  it,  when  associated  with  ansemia,  chlorosis  or 
merely  a  lax  state  of  fiber,  I  have  usually  met  with  very  marked 
success,  combining  a  course  of  general  tonics  with  the  local  treat- 
ment. Before  usiTig  the  Bromo-Chloralum  the  vagina  should  first 
be  thoroughly  cleansed  by  injections  of  tepid  water,  made  best  by 
means  of  a  Davidson  syringe  ;  after  which  about  a  pint  of  the  in 
jection,  one  to  eight,  should  be  thrown  well  into  the  canal  one  or 
more  times  daily.  The  discharge  is  generally  diminished,  and 
sometimes  is  arrested  altogether,  by  the  first  injection.  Occasion- 
ally, however,  no  effect  whatever  is  observed,  when  I  am  in  the 
habit  of  increasing  the  strength  of  the  injection  up  to  the  point  of 
producing  decided  burning  or  even  pain  after  its  use.  In  leucor- 
rhoea  depending  on  ulceration  of  the  os  the  Bromo-Chloralum  should 
be  applied  undiluted,  on  pledgets  of  lint,  immediately  to  the  seat 
of  the  trouble.  By  this  means  I  am  certain  that  in  some  cases  at 
least  I  have  accomplished  more  than  I  have  done  with  nitrate  of 
silTer  or  carbolic  acid,  especially  where  the  lesion  was  not  attended 
by  much  loss  of  substance,  but  consisted  of  simple  erosions. 

'^  Gonorrhoea  in  the  female  I  have  also  sometimes  found  to  be 
promptly  arrested  by  this  agent.  In  cases  where  the  inflammation 
is  considerable,  and  the  parts  swollen  and  tender,  injections  of  al- 
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most  any  kind  cause,  it  id  well  known,  great  pain.  Here  before 
using  the  remedy  it  will  be  necessary  first  to  reduce  the  inflamma- 
tion by  hot  applications,  hot  hip-baihp,  injections  of  warm  water 
where  these  can  be  borne,  and  by  constitutional  means.  Gonorrhoea 
frequently  persists  by  reason  of  the  seat  of  the  disease  not  being 
reached  by  our  remedies.  It  is  therefore  indispensable  to  any  full 
measure  of  success  that  frequent  examinations  of  the  parts  involved 
the  vulva,  vagina,  and  os— should  be  made,  in  order  to  see  whether 
our  remedies  are  being  properly  applied.  Where  the  disease  affects 
the  vulva,  vaginal  canal,  and  urethra  alone  the  injections  may  safe- 
ly be  intrusted  to  the  patient.^  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  man- 
agement of  lint  or  cotton  when  used  to  keep  the  lips  of  the  vulva 
apart;  but  when  the  disease  is  deeper  seated,  affecting  the  os  or  the 
cul  de  sacs,  it  will  generally  be  found  necessary  that  the  physician 
ahould«make  the  injections  with  his  own  hand.  From  the  observ- 
ance of  this  precaution  cases  which  had  hung  on  for  weeks  yielded 
in  a  few  days. 

"  Allow  me  here  to  insist  on  the  necessity  of  making  all  injections 
into  the  vagina  while  the  patient  is  in  the  recumbent  posture.  As 
ordinarily  done — stooping  over  a  vessel  and  injecting  with  an  ordi- 
nary syringe — the  fluid  often  escapes  without  reaching  the  parts 
affected.  A  bed-pan  placed  beneath  the  patient's  hips  will  prevent 
the  clothes  being  soiled.  Gonorrhoea  of  the  vagina  has  generally 
yielded  to  this  treatment  in  from  eight  to  ten  days.  Gonorrhoea  in 
the  male  has  not  yielded  to  the  Bromo-Chloralum,  the  urethral 
mucous  membrane  in  the  male  being  too  sensitive  to  admit  the  use 
of  the  remedy  of  a  strength  capable  of  doing  good. 

"In  uterine  carcinoma  the  Bromo-Chloralum  will  promptly  arrest 
fetor  ;  while  in  clots  of  the  uterus,  and  in  the  fetid  discharges 
which  succeed  abortions  and  labors,  I  much  prefer  it  to  the  ordina- 
ry disinfectants,  such  as  bisulphite  of  soda,  permanganate  of  potash, 
etc. 

"Bromo-Chloralum  may,  when  it  is  desirable,  be  combined  with 
other  therapeutic  agents.  We  have  sometimes  thought  that  the 
addition  of  opium  or  some  of  its  salts  has  increased  its  efficiency  in 
certain  cases  marked  by  tenderness.  Finally  it  recommends  itself 
by  its  cheapness." — America?}  Practitioner^  September,  1873. 
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Gelsemnlum  in  Odontalgia. 

Oelseminum  semperyirens  is  a  plant  growing  in  the  Somthem 
States  of  North  America.  Its  active  properties  were  discovered 
by  accident.  It  has  been  for  many  years  past  used  in  America, 
chiefly  by  irregular  practitioners.  A  few  nionths  ago  I  happened 
to  hear  of  its  being  employed  with  very  great  success  in  a  case 
of  pains  in  the  jaw  from  decayed  teeth,  and  I  determined  to  make 
some  inquiry  into  its  therapeutical  virtues.  Mr.  Jeffs,  the 
apothecary  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  very  kindly  prepared 
for  me  a  tincture  by  macerating  for  a  week  an  ounce  of  the  root 
with  eight  ounces  of  proof  spirit.  All  the  following  observations 
were  made  with  this  preparation. 

The  cases  in  which  I  have  found  this  drug  of  most  use  are  those 
of  bad  tooth-ache,  which  the  patients  themselves,  and  even  some 
practitioners,  call  neuralgia.  Short  notes  of  some  of  these  cases 
follow. 

Mary  L ,  seventeen    years  old,   came   March   10th,   1873, 

complaining  of  shooting  pains  in  the  right  side  of  the  face,  which 
had  lasted  for  nine  weeks.  There  were  many  decayed  teeth.  She 
had  taken  citrate  of  iron  with  bemefit,  but  the  pains  returned  when 
the  medicine  was  left  off.  Ordered  to  take  ten  minims  of  the 
tincture  of  gelseminum  in  water  every  three  hours.  Came 
on  March  Idth,  saying  that  the  pains  had  ceased  completely  the 
day  following  the  first  administration  of  the  drug.  To  take  now 
instead  the  quassia. and  iron  mixture  of  the  hospital. 

Emma  B ,  aged  twenty,  came  on  January  6th,  1873,  com- 
plaining of  pain  in  the  lower  and  upper  jaws,  lasting  three  weeks, 
and  in  the  head.  Last  night  had  no  sleep.  The  pains  last  two  or 
three  hours  and  then  cease.  Many  decayed  teeth  in  both  jaws. 
To  take  fifteen  minims  of  the  tincture  of  gelseminum  in  water, 
every  three  hours. — January  9th:  Pains  much  relieved;  eating 
brings  them  on  again,  "it  strikes  cold."  To  continue  the 
gelseminum. 

Richard  T ,   aged   fifty-three,   came  on  March    22d,  1873, 

complaining  of  shooting  pains  in  the  upper  jaw  since  Christmas^ 
coming  on  about  four  o'clock  every  day  and  lasting  till  midnight; 
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many  decayed  teeth.  To  take  twenty  minims  of  tincture  of 
gelseminum,  in  water,  every  three  hours.— March  26th;  Pains 
ceased  on  the  23d  of  March,  the  day  after  the  first  visit.  To  take 
the  quassia  and  iron  mixture  three  times  daily. 

Fanny  S ,  aged  thirty-eight,  came  on  March   24th>    1873, 

complaining  of  pains  in  the  face  lasting  for  fourteen  days;  throb- 
bing, paroxysmal:  gums  swollen;  many  decayed  teeth.  To  take 
twenty  minims  of  tincture  of  gelseminum,  in  water,  every  three 
hours.  She  came  again  on  March  27th,  saying  the  pains  were  bad 
all  the  night  of  the  24th,  but  ceased  on  the  25th,  and  had  not 
returned.  She  now  only  feels  weak.  To  take  the  quassia  and  iron 
mixture. — J.  W.  Legg^  M,  2>.,  in  Lancet, — Dental  CosmoSj  Sept., 
1873. 


Abnormal  Behaviour  of  Albuminous  Urine  Under  the  Usual 
Tests. 

Dr.  Brown-Sequard  {Archives  of  Scientific  and  Practical  3fed,y) 

points  out  a  possible  source  of  error  in  applying  the  usual  tests  for 

albumen  in  the  urine.      It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  boiling  alone 

is  not  always   sufficient  to  cause  coagulation  of  albumen,  even 

when  the  reaction  of  the  urine  is  decidedly  acid.      In  such  cases, 

however,  the  subsequent  addition  of  nitric  acid,  with  a  renewed 

application  of  heat,   will  generally  produce  a  precipitate.      Dr. 

Brown-Sequard  states  that  in  several  cases  that  h^tve  come  under 

his  observation,  he  has  demonstrated  the  presence  of  albumen  by 

adding  nitric  acid  and  then  applying  heat,  but  has  failed  to  obtain 

a  precipitate  by  heat  alone,  or  by  nitric  acid  (and  heat)  after  the 

specimen   had  been  once  boiled.      There  must  be,   therefore,   a 

modification  of  albumen,   which,  so  far  from  being  coagulated, 

actually  loses  its  coagulability  by  boiling. — Thepoctor^  Aug.,  1878. 

Eozema  of  the  Genital  Organs. 

Dr.  Montmeja,  of  St.  Louis  Hospital,  Paris  has  recorded  some 
cases  of  eczema  occurring  upon  the  external  genital  organs,  in 
La  France  Medicale^  July  6th.  In  some  of  the  cases  tincture 
of  iodine  has  been  the  chief  local  application,  and  achieved  a  cure 
of  the  disease  in  two  months.  Beyond  this  he  has  prescribed 
daily  the  following  as  a  lotion  to  allay  the  itching  in  affected  part  i 

]^     Corrosive  sublimate 2  parts. 

Water 600   « 

Alcohol A  sufficient  quantity 
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to  diiBsolve  the  corrosive  sublimate.  He  has  obser\'ed  in  many 
of  these  cases  the  vesicles  and  scales  of  eczema  superveoe  on  an 
old  standing  intertrigo  in  which  mechanical  irritation  has  produced 
its  effects. — Uie  Doctor^  August,  1873. 


Cod-Liver  Oil  Mixture. 

A  preparation  that  has  met  with  much  favor,  under  the  above 
name,  has  been  made  by  the  writer  from  a  formula  given  him  by 
Mr.  Hassard  of  Philadelphia.  It  is  made  ns  follows:  3  Fresh 
eggs,  No.  iv;  lemon  juice,  q.  s.  Place  the  eggs  in  a  snitableVessel^ 
and  pour  over  them  sufficient  lemon  juice  to  cover  them,  and  let 
the  whole  remain  for  24  or  48  hours.  Then  pass  the  whole  through 
a  strainer,  and  add,  Xvith  agitation,  the  following,  and  in  the  order 
given:  To  the  lemon-juice  and  eggs  add  an  equal  volume  of  honey, 
cod-liver  oil,  and  brandy  or  whisky.  The  w.  ole  forms  a  permanent 
emulsion,  and  will  keep  good  during  the  summer  months  for  a 
month,  and  longer  in  cooler  weather.  The  taste  of  the  oil  can  be 
completely  covered  by  the  addition  of  a  few  drops  of  oil  of  winter- 
green,  or  oil  of  bitter  almonds.  This  mixture  is  pleasant  to  take, 
and  a  valuable  therapeutic  agent. 

P.  S.  Glycerine  may  be  substituted  for  the  honey.  K  S.  W. — 
Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Observer y  September,  1873. 


Fungus  Hsamatodes. 

August  2d,  1873,  Charles  Richman,  age  36  years,  applied  to  me 
for  treatment.  On  making,  an  examination,  found  a  large  tumor 
in  the  left  groin,  of  a  red  fungous  appearance,  about  the  size  of  a 
quart  cup.  He  stated  that  it  had  been  seven  years  growing,  and 
that  on  several  occasions  he  had  nearly  lost  his  life  from  hemor- 
rhage. On  pressing  the  tumor  it  again  started  bleeding,  and  I 
found  it  impossible  to  control  it  by  styptics.  I  immediately  called 
to  my  assistance  Dr.  Todd,  of  Manayunk,  and  I>r.  Young  of  Green 
Lane,  both  of  this  city.  Dr.  Young  gkve  ether  and  chloroform 
mixed,  and  I  proceeded  to  remove  the  tumor,  Dr.  Todd  securing 
the  vessels.  I  removed  the  tumor  in  about  one  minute,  and  in  less 
than  five  minutes  we  had  ligated  twenty-one  vessels,  and  arrested 
the  hemorrhage,  brought  the  wound  together  by  sutures,  and 
applied  a  solution  of  one  part  of  Bromo-Chloralum  to  ten  parts 
of  water.  I  continued  this  application  for  ten  days,  when  the 
wound  was  healed,  and  no  appearance  of  the  disease  is  left.  The 
effect  of  the  Bromo-Chloralum  was  to  remove  all  fetor  and  to 
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maintain  the  wound  in  a  perfectly  healthy  condition.  The  patient 
being  of  a  scrofulous  diathesis,  I  gave  internally  equal  parts 
of  tonic  syrup  and  elixir  iodo-bromide  of  calcium  comp.,  as 
manufactured  by  Tilden  &  Co.,  one  teaspoonful  three  timet  a  day. 
This  tumor  being  one  of  the  forms  of  cancer,  and  the  remarkable 
success  attending  these  agents,  renders  them  worthy  of  notice  by 
the  profession.  Mr.  Richman  resides  ^at  Yorktown,  New  Jersey, 
and  may  be  consulted  as  to  the  wonderful  effects  of  the  remedies. 
— Paine^s  Journal  of  Domestic  Medicine, 

Bromide  of  Potassium  in  Choiera. 

Dr.  William  Pepper,  Medical  TimeSy  July  12th,  1873,  recom- 
mends the  use  of  Bromide  of  Potassium  in  the  collapse  of 
cholera.  He  advises  it  given  in  doses  of  forty-five  grains  in  three 
ounces  of  water  every  twenty  minutes,  by  mouth  or  injection.  This 
drug,  he  thinks,  has  a  wonderful  power  in  quieting  irritation 
of  the  sympathetic  nerve,  which  irritation  he  regards  as  the  source 
of  the  symptoms  of  relapse. —  The  Clinic^  September,  1873. 

Catarrh. 

Within  the  last  few  months,  I  have  treated  and  cured  many 

cases  of  catarrh  in  the  head,  in  various  forms,  by  atomizing  the 
nose  and  throat  once  or  twice  a  day  with  equal  parts  of  Mecca  oil 
and  oil  of  tar;  and  the  internal  use  of  equal  parts  of  tonic  and 
purgative  syrups.  In  a  few  cases  I  have  used  instead,  the  iodo- 
bromide  of  calcium.,  with  the  happiest  effects.  In  all  cases,  to 
remove  the  fetor  when  it  exists,  I  atomize  the  nose  with  a  weak 
solution  of  the  bromo-chloralum. — Paints  Journal  of  Domestic 
Medicine, 


Syrup  of  Borax. 

^     Borax 3  iv. 

Syrup  simp., |  x. 

Dissolve  by  the  aid  of  heat.  For  laryngeal  catarrh,  a  teaspoon- 
ful to  be  taken  from  7  to  10  times  a  day,  and  swallowed  without 
dilution,  and  avoiding  to  drink  immediately  after,  so  as  to  prolong 
the  contact  of  the  remedy.  E.  S.  W. —  Cincinnati  JLancet  and 
Observer^  September,  1873. 

Pruritus  Vulvas. 
Take  of  bichloride  of  mercury,  one  part;  alum,  twenty  parts; 

starch,  one-hundred  parts;  water,  twenty-five  hundred  parts.     Mix 

S.    Apply  freely  to  the  part. — Bevue  de    Therap, — TTie    Clinic ^ 

September,  1873. 
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Lotion  of  Acetic  Add  for  Baldness. 

The  following  lotion  \a  said  to  be  superior  for  a  shampooing  liquid, 
for  removing  dandruff,  and  useful  and  pleasant  application  for 
baldness.  It  is,  of  course,  moderately  stimulating,  and  in  those 
cases  in'^which  the  hair-follicles  are  not  destroyed,  but  have  become 
merely  inactive,  we  should  think  it  might  prove  both  efficacious 
and  agreeable:  Take  of  acetic  acid  1  drachm;  Cologne  water  1 
ounce;  water,  to  make  in  all  6  ounces.  Mix. — DraggisUi^  Circular. 
Canadian  Pharmaceutical  Journal^  August,  1873. 
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diHtxudaU 


We  give  considerable  space  this  month,  to  illustrations  of  Wells  &  BuLuce^s 
'^team  Fumigator,"  because  we  have  on  many  occasioiis  demonstrated  its 
value  and  usefulness — ^not  only  in  removing  odora  and  disinfecting  apartments ; 
but  in  imparting  a  delightful  perfume  to  a  laige  buildlDg  by  simply  passing  one 
quart  of  Florida  Water  through  it. 

Dr.  Wells'  long  eiy)erienoe  as  a  surgeon  ui  connection  with  the  Navy  and  in 
city  hospitals,  fully  qualifies  him  to  speak  authoritatively  on  the  subject  of  disin- 
fectants; and  has  led  him  to  study  the  best  methods  of  usmg  them.  La  order  that 
they  might  prove  most  effective ;  aided  by  Mr.  DuLuoe's  experience  as  a  me- 
chamc,  his  attention  to  this  subject  resulted  in  the  invention  of  the  apparatus, 
represented  on  this  page. 

Soon  after  they  first  brought  this  apparatus  to  the  notice  of  the  public,  Dr. 
Wells  was  ordered  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  to  join  the  Squadron,  and  is  now 
there.    We  give  an  extract  from  a  letter  recently  received  from  him. 

**The  Monitor  **Terror"  has  been  laying  here  a  long  time,  and  was  full  of 
roaches,  vermin  and  foul  odors  from  these  and  other  causes.  I  fumigated  the 
vessel  with  Bromo-Chloralum  and  it  destroyed  all  the  bad  odors  at  once.  It  was 
a  very  difficult  vessel  to  fumigate  behig  divided  off  into  small  spaces  by  many 
bulk-heads.  Dr.  Cook,  the  Suigeon  of  the  "  Terror"  was  so  well  pleased  with 
the  *'Bromo"  that  he  made  a  requisition  on  the  Department  at  Washington  for 
some  of  it 

"I  have  used  it  freely  on  board  my  Vessel  m  the  "  bilge  pantrieSy^''  &c.,  and 
would  not  be  without  it,  on  account  of  its  not  only  being  a  perfect  deodorizer 
and  disinfectant,  but  because  of  its  odorless  and  non-poisonous  character  which 
is  a  great  desideratum  on  shipboard.  We  have  had  no  fevers  of  any  kind  as  yet 
this  season  in  the  Squadron,  and  hope  we  shall  not.  All  the  Officers  who  have 
been  using  the  fumigator,  say  it  is  just  the  thing  for  Vessels  " 

H.  H.  WELLS,  M.  D.,  Key  West,  PLonroA. 
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For  JHBiiifecting  and  DeodorlKing  SUpB  and  their  CargoM;  BoaiAklB,  In- 
iane  Asylonu,  Public  Buildings,  Tenement  Houses,  Hospital  Qothiog  Knd  Bed- 
ding, Street  Cars,  &c. 

To  be  used  with  steam  or  compressed  nlr. 


The  Invention  relates  to  tli't  class  oi^dlBinfecting  apparatus,  iu  which  steam 
or  coiDprcsaed  alt  Is  employed  as  a  medium  for  the  conveyance  and  distiibuUMi 
of  any  deodoridng  or  dirinfectii^g  liquid;  and  it  conidets  ol  an  apparatus  in 
TThicb  the  steam  or  coropreased  air  eupply-pipe  passes  centnUy  through  the 
chambei;  containing  the  diMnfectant,  into  a  etesm-cheet  placed  immediately 
under  said  chamber,  by  which  means  the  beat,  radiating  inward  from  the  central 
eapply-pipe  and  tbe  base  of  the  chamber  containing  the  diMnfi-ctant,  vaporizes 
the  same  and  cauaea  it  to  sscsnd  into  jets ;  where  it  is  met  and  siurounded  t^ 
the  Bt«ani,  which  atomizes  and  projects  it  into  tbe  apartment  to  be  fumigated, 
In  the  form  of  fine  spfay  or  vapcv. 

B  is  the  chamber  vrbicb  is  partially  filled  from  a  reservoir,  thmugh  a  small 
hoee  attached  to  tbe  coupling  0,  with  Bramo-Chlonlum,  or  any  other  suitable 
liquor  disinfectant ;  and  A  the  steam  supply  pipe  which  passes  centrally  Ihroa^ 
gwd  chamber  and  communicatee  with  the  steam-chest  C,  underneath ;  D  D,  ue 
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Etemn  pipee  whicb  ore  need  to  conduct  the  itetun  into  the  jtls  E  E,  when  It 
ineete  the  escaping  disinfecting  liquid  or  vapor,  whlcb  ascende  from  the  cluunber 
B,  aasisled  b}  a  partial  vacnum  foimed  bj  the  passage  of  the  steam,  completely 
enveloping  Ute  inner  pipe  of  the  jets,  depeniling  upon  the  flow  from  the 
reeerToir,  wliich  la  regulated  bj  a  stop-cock,  and  atomizes  it  and  projects  It' 
Into  the  room  or  closed  space,  defied  to  be  operated  upon,  .in  the  form  of  a 
fine  spray  or  vapor,  which  rapidly  mingles  with  and  saturates  tlie  atmosphere 
thoruughlf,  penetraiing  the  smallest  crevices  in  walls,  ceillngB,  &c. 


Wben  Bleam  is  objecUonable  or  cannot  be  bad,  compressed  air  may  be  naud. 
A  continuous  stteam  of  the  disinfectant  can  be  supplied  to  the  chamber  B  from 
tbe  rcaerroir,  regulating  the  quantity  by  the  stop-cock  and  delivering  it  at  the 
mouth  of  the  jets  B  E  divided  spray ;  compressed  air  may  be  obt^ned  In 
sufficient  force  from  an  ordinaiy  force  pump  as  is  used  for  water. 

Tbe  nozzles  B  E  may  be  removed,  -wh^n  desired,  to  clean  the  jet  of  any  ob- 
struction caused  by  depo^tion  of  any  matter  therein. 

ExTBAOT  PBoM  THE  JuDOa'a  Repobt  ih  Dbpabtuent  it.,  Qrocp  S  at  tbb 
41st.,  ExBtBrnon  of  tek  Amebican  Instithtb,  held  In  the  City  of  New  York, 
October,  1872.  Prof.  ADOLPH  OTT,  Chairman. 

No.  266.     Apparatus  for  vaporizing  and  atomizing  didnfectants, 

'lliey  take  pleasure  in  declaring  it  as  ttte  most  effident  apparatus  known  to 
tliem  for  the  purposes  Intended.  To  diffuse  dii^nfectants  or  deodorizers  in  the 
f<»in  of  a  flue  epny  or  mist  In  Ute  atmo^here  to  be  purified,  strikes  tbem  as 
a  very  happy  idea  and  they  doubt  not  that  wherever  used,  this  method  will 
materially  aid  In  preventing  the  sprecd  of  'diseases  of  the  zymotic  class, 
provided  It  be  fed  with  the  proper  fluid.  We  recommend  it  for  the  Hedal  of 
special  award." 

A  true  copy  of  the  report  on  flk. 

JOHN  W.  OHAHBERB,  Sec'y. 
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GOUT  PILLS. 

Dr.  Theo.  H.  Jewett,  of  Soath  Berwick,  Maine,  recommends  the  follow- 
ing formula  of  pill  as  Tery  efficacioas  in  Rheumatism  and  Gout. 

$     Colch.  Ex.  Acet 

Calomel 

Aloes  Soc 

Ipecac aa3i 

M.  ft  mass,  divid.  in  pill Ix. 

•  •  • 

PHYSICIANS'  DIARY   FOR   1874. 

It  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  publisher  and  will  be  ready  for  deliyery 
early  in  November. 

In  the  compilation  of  this  work,  oar  aim  has  been  to  study  the  wants 
of  the  physician  in  country  and  city  practice,  and  to  exclude  as  irrelevant 
all  matter  that  does  not  directly  facilitate  the  performance  of  his  daily 
routine  of  duties.  In  succef  sive  editions  we  shall  endeavor  to  make  such 
additions  and  improvements  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  suggested. 

In  order  to  determine  how  large  an  edition  to  print,  we  wish  Physicians, 
who  desire  it,  would  forward  their  orders  at  once  and  they  shall  be  served 
in  turn. 

To  facilitate  this  object|  we  enclose  with  each  copy  of  this  issue  of  the 
Journal  a  blank  form  of  application. 

Price  One  Dollar,  including  postage.     Orders  should  be  addressed  to 

JOURNAL  OP  MATERIA  MEDICA, 

New  Lebanon,  N.  Y. 

FOR    SAIiE. 


I  desire  to  sell  my  location.  House  and  Lot,  &c.,  in  the  town  of  New  Haven, 
Nelson  Coun^,  Kentucky,  immediately  on  the  Lebanon  Branch  Rail  Road,  45 
miles  from  LouisviUe. 

Tills  is  an  excellent  opportunity  for  a  good  Physician  to  get  hito  an  extensive 
practice  at  once.     For  particulars  address 

N.  G.  LEAKE,  M.  D. 

New  Haven,  Nelson  Co.,  Ky. 


m*m 


^^Correspondents  will  oblige  us  by  writing  plainly  their  ITdmeSj 
Totvrij  County  and  State.  We  are  frequently  unable  to  answer  letteis 
because  these  are  omitted. 


THE 
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Materia  Medioa,  Fharmaoy  and  Ghemistry, 

Vol.  12.]  NOVEMBER,  1873.  [No.  11. 


BY  JOSEPH  BATES,   M.  D. 


HEPATICA  AMERICANA. 
{Liverwort) 

Natural  Order. — Ranunculcioece. 

In  the  Linnean,  or  sexual  system,  this  plant  will  be  found  in 
in  Class  Polyandriay  and  in  Order,  Polygynia, 

Habitat. — United  States  of  America, 

Generic  Character. — Calyx  8-sepalled,  a  little  distance 
below  the  corol,  entire ;  petals  6  to  9  ;  carpels  without  taila 

Specific  Character. — Flowers  bluish,  or  purplish,  mixed 
with  white ;  blooms  in  this  locality  in  April ;  leaves  heart-reniform, 
8-lobed ;  lobes  entire,  round-obtuse ;  sepals,  obtuse. 

Medical  PROPERTiEa — Demulcent,  tonic  and  astringent;  to 
which  some  add  diuretic  and  alterative. 

Part  Used. — The  whole  plant 

History. — Some  Botanists  admit  but  one  specits  of  this  genus, 
others  two.  Its  popular  name  should  be  liver-leaf,  and  Hot  liver- 
wort, as  this  is  the  well  known  name  of  the  Marchantia  poly* 
morpha,  a  cryptogamous  plant,  found  growing  on  earth  and  stones, 
in  wet  or  damp  places.      The  hepatica  is  a  perennial  plant,  whose 
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leaves  retain  their  freshness,  resisting  the  influence  of  froet  and 
snow,  and  its  flowers  are  among  the  first  to  greet  the  return  of 
spring.  This  agent  has  been  extensively  employed  in  domestic 
practice  in  a  variety  of  diseases  in  this  country  and  Europe. 
Water  is  said  to  extract  all  its  active  properties. 

Therapeutical  Employment. 

^fasTnoptysis. — Formerly  this  agent  acquired  quite  a  reputation 
in  the  treatment  of  this  affection.  No  doubt  it  will  prove 
beneficial  in  mild  attacks,  but  in  aggravated  cases,  other  remedies 
should  be  associated  with  it  Given  in  conjunction  with  Lvcopus 
yirginicus,  or  with  Arctostaphjlos  TJva  Ursi,  much  advantage 
may  be  realized.  The  most  reliable  remedies  used  in  haemoptysis, 
are  sulphuric  acid,  tannic  acid,  matico,  plumbi  acetas,  gallic  acid, 
etc.  When  using  any  of  the  above-mentioned  articles  in  the 
treatment  of  this  malady,  an  infusion  of  hepatica  may  be  taken 
ad  libitum. 

Gougha. — A  syrup  of  liverwort  has  been  extensively  used  in 
domestic  practice  for  the  relief  of  colds,  and  coughs.  A  little 
veratrum  viride,  or  aconite,  added  to  the  syrup,  makes  a  very 
efl&cient  remedy  for  cougha  If  the  cough  be  caused  by  irritation, 
add  l-20th  of  a  grain  of  morphine,  twice  a  day  to  a  dose  of  the 
syrup. 

Hepatic  Affections. — In  Europe  this  plant  was  formerly  used  to 
some  extent,  in  the  treatment  of  chronic  hepatic  affectiona  This 
agent  may  be  used  to  advantage  in  this  complaint,  alternated  with 
Nitro-muriatic  acid,  both  internally  and  exte;mally. 

The  Nitro-muriatic  acid  was  first  proposed  by  Dr.  Scott,  in 
1795.  Mr.  Annbsley,  who  employed  it  extensively,  placed  great 
reliance  od  it;  and  Sir.  J.  MoGbtgob,  as  qu6ted  by  Dr.  Wabing, 
observed,  after  employing  it  in  about  200  cases: — *'Oae  fact  we 
are  clear  and  decided  in,  that  the  injury  to  the  constitution  is  in- 
finitely less  irom  the  acid  than  fi:om  the  mercurial  ointment,  and 
that  men  are  not  half  the  time  convalescent  &om  the  first  as  they 
are  from  the  last  remedy." 

It  is  said  that  the  influence  of  the  acid  is  not  in  the  least  degi^ 
counteracted  by  opium,  even  when  exhibited  in  the  largest  doses. 
The  renowned  Dr.  Mead  of  England,  won  a  great  reputation  m 
the  treatment  of  Hydrophobia  with  a  remedy,  which  he  called 
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Liverwort  I  find  in  the  writings  of  a  very  able  London  Author, 
remarks  relative  to  the  medical  properties  of  Liverwort,  in  which 
it  is  stated  that  it  is  one  of  the  articles  in  the  celebrated  Dr. 
Mead's  prescription  for  the  cure  of  Hydrophobia,  concerning 
which  he  says : — **  I  can  safely  affirm  that  I  have  never  known  this 
method  to  fail  of  success  where  it  has  been  followed  before  the 
hydrophobia  began ;  although  in  the  course  of  about  thirty  years, 
besides  the  experience  made  by  others  both  in  town  and  country, 
I  have  used  it  a  thousand  timea  I  have  often  wished  that  I  knew 
so  certain  a  remedy  in  any  other  disease."  His  method  of  treat- 
ment is  as  follows :  "  Let  the  patient  be  blooded  at  the  arm,  nine 
or  ten  ounces.  Take  of  the  herb  called  in  Latin,  Lichen  Cinercus 
Terrestris,  or  in  English,  Ash  colored.  Ground  Liverwort,  cleaned, 
dried  and  powdered,  half  an  ounce ;  of  black  pepper  powdered, 
two  drachms.  Mix  these  well  together,  and  divide  the  whole 
into  four  doses,  one  of  which  must  be  taken  every  morning  fasting, 
for  four  successive  mornings,  in  cow's  milk,  warm.  After  these 
four  doses  are  taken,  the  patient  must  go  into  the  cold  bath,  or  a 
oold  spring  or  river,  every  morning,  fasting,  for  a  month ;  he  must 
be  dipped  all  over,  but  not  stay  in  (with  head  above  water)  longer 
than  half  a  minute,  if  the  water  be  very  cold  After  this,  he 
must  go  in  three  times  a  week  for  a  fortnight  longer."  The 
Author  adds :  **  Later  writers  have  declared  that  this  remedy  has 
been  tried  without  succesa"  He  continues: — "However,  as  Dr. 
Mead  was  no  quack,  but  the  most  eminent  physician  of  his  time, 
his  remedy  for  hydrophobia  ought  not  to  be  neglected  by  those 
who  may  have  the  misfortune  to  suffer  under  this  dreadful  malady,  "^ 
This  Jjondon  Author,  more  than  filty  years  ago  penned  the  follow- 
ing relative  to  Dr.  Mead,  Hydrophobia  and  Liverwort :  "  It  is 
of  course  understood  that  Dr.  Meaj)'s  prescription  is  intended  for 
those  only  who  have  been  bitten  by  a  rabid  animal,  and  havfe 
either  neglected  to  cut  out  the  wounded  part  through  ignorance^ 
or  from  a  doubt  whether  the  animal  were  really  mad ;  and  also 
where  the  removal  of  the  affected  part  would  endanger  the 
patient's  life ;  for  it  cannot  be  too  universally  made  known,  that 
for  the  bad  effects  of  the  bite  of  mad  dogs  or  venomous  reptiles, 
excision  of  the  bitten  part  is  the  only  certain  preventive,  and 
should  be  instantly  performed  wherever  death  is  not  likely  to  be 
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the '  consequence.  Hesitation  to  do  this  has  cost  thousands  their 
lives."  Two  objects  are  secured  by  introducing  the  above 
quotation,  which  might  be  considered  germain  to  the  subject: 
first,  the  agent  called  liver-wort  by  Dr.  Mead,  was  incorrectly 
named,  second,  that  little,  or  no  reliance,  should  be  placed  upon 
popular  names. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract  -        -  Dose,  2  to  3  Drams. 

INFUSION   OF   LIVERWORT. 

Fluid  Extract       .        -        .        -      Four  Ounces. 

Water Odc  Pint 

To  be  taken  ad  libitum. 

SYRUP   OF  LIVERWORT.     > 

Fluid  Extract         -   '     -        -          Three  Ounces. 
Syrup Six  Ounces. 

Dose — Two  to  three  ounces. 


CA.SE   OF   PUEKPERAL    INSANITY    SUCCESS- 
FULLY TREATED  BY  THE   ADMINISTRATION 

OF   CHLORAL    HYDRATE. 


BY  L.   B.   JOHNSON,   M.  D.,   WALHALLO,   S.    0. 


Mrs.  R,  of  Irish  descent,  of  small  stature,  was  delivered  with 
instruments,  of  a  second  child  at  full  term — after  a  very  tedious 
labor  of  fifteen  hours  duration,  about  midnight,  July  Sri,  1872. 
Notwithstanding  her  evident  exhaustion,  she  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  the  night  comparatively  comfortable,  obtaining  some 
sleep,  though  her  nervous  system  seemed  considerably  shocked 
from  the  long  and  protracted  suffering ;  and  possibly  somewhat 
from  the  use  of  chloroform,  which  was  used  to  a  limited  extent 
during  the  operation. 

During  the  next  ten  days  everything  seemed  to  progress  favor- 
ably, at  the  expiration  of  which  time,  her  lochial  discharge 
ceased,  and  an  offensive  ichorous  discharge  substituted,  together 
with  an  annoying  pruritus  pudendum ;  bowels  constipated ;  great 
thirst,  retention  of  urine,  with  torticollis  of  right  side  of  neck  and 
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Blight  though  unmistakable  signs  of  hemiplegia  ot  left  side. 
Laxatives  with  warm  vaginal  injections,  and  evacuation  of  the 
urine  with  the  catheter,  were  the  remedies  used  till  the  18th,  when, 
•she,  feeling  much  better  than  usual,  sat  up  all  the  afternoon,, 
though  the  day  was  damp ;  and  she  partook  of  soup,  a  joung 
pigeon  and  fmiit,  and  as  appeared  afterwards,  she  had  partaken 
olandestinely,  of  peaches  and  peara  At  6  o'clock  P.,M.  was  taken 
suddenly  ill,  I  was  sent  for  in  great  haste,  and  found  her  un- 
conscious with  occasional  tremors,  and  presenting  all  the  ap- 
pearances of  having  suffered  from  a  terrible  convulsion.  From 
this  time  to  the  26th,  (eight  days)  her  head  was  drawn  to  the  right 
side  and  she  was  completely  paralysed  on  the  left  side  and  lay  in 
^  semi-comatose  condition  ;  urine  discharged  involuntarily ;  taking 
no  nourishment;  muttering  incoherently  and  begging  that  her 
"child  might  be  saved."  (child  was  still-born).  She  had  a  con- 
vnlsibn  on  the  20th,  also  on  the  25th,  which  was  the  last  one  she 
had. 

During  all  the  time  from  her  confinement  to  the  25th,  we  had 
continual  rains,  and  our  patient  occupied  a  small  damp  room 
without  fire.  On  this  day  while  under  the  influence  of  chlorofprm, 
we  moved  her  into  a  larger  and  more  comfortable  rooa ;  for  the 
purpose  of  moving  her  and  changing  her  clothing  we  were  com- 
pelled to  subject  her  to  the  influence  of  chloroform,  as  she  suffered 
most  intolerable  pains  when  moved  in  the  least  degree. 

On  the  26th,  she  passed  from  this  semi-comatose  condition  to  a 
etate  of  wild  delirium,  her  head  and  neck  became  straight,  and 
she  had  almost  superhuman  strength,  even  on  the  paralysed  side  ; 
she  was  constantly  employed  in  imaginary  occupations.  She  em- 
ployed much  of  her  time  in  cooking ;  then  in  cutting  and  sewing, 
and  to  this  imaginary  occupation  she  would  devote  hours  upon 
hours,  and  frequently  the  entire  night ;  and  often  when  she  would 
be  unable  to  find  her  scissors  she  would  resort  to  the  not  un- 
<X)mmon  mode  of  procedure  in  such  cases  and  startle  her  attend- 
ants by  the  peculiar  noise,  and  would  be  astonished  to  find  she 
had  torn  the  sheet  almost  from  end  to  end.  Frequently,  however, 
during  these  pastime  engagements,  she  would  become  lost, 
"bothered,"  as  she  would  term  it  and  end  in  some  incoherent  re- 
mark about  the  "  child."    This  condition  though  painful  as  it  was 
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to  her  family  and  friends,  continued  to  the  first  of  Augost,  when 
she  slept  and  woke  in  the  afternoon  partially  composed  and 
rational.  Daring  the  night  of  1st,  Sept,  she  slept  tolerably  well 
and  seemed  rational ;  she  spoke  of  her  condition,  said  she  was 
satisfied  her  mind  had  been  confused ;  during  the  day  of  2d,  Sept., 
was  tolerably  composed  with  intervals  of  wakefulness ;  during  the 
Srd,  and  4th,  was  again  wild  and  frantic ;  was  in  constant  fear 
of  falling — and  becoming  frightened  at  every  movement  and  im- 
aginary noise  conceivable ;  would  often  be  frightened  at  a  mere  fly 
on  the  sheet  and  make  the  most  violent  efforts  tp  rise  and  leave  the 
bed;  and  would  frequently  end  her  exclamations  with  "she 
thought  it  was  the  child.'' 

The  treatment  from  the  15th,  to  the  80th,  was  but  little  more 
than  palliative;  the  greater  part  of  the  time  being  unable  to- 
swallow   even  a  spoonful  of  water;  her  bowels  during  this  time 
were  in  a  constipated  condition,   and  were*  relieved  by  Citrate 
Magnesia  and  large  injections  of  warm  water  and  soap,  frequent 
application  of  sinapisms  to  the  arms  and  legs,  and  on  the  25th 
applied  blister  to  back  of  neck,  and  one  to  each  thigh ;  morphine 
was  used  to  keep  her  quiet  and  on  the  80th,  on  account  of  her 
wild  and  sleepless  condition,  I  gave  her  1  gr.  of  morphine  every 
two  hours,  until  sleep  was  procured ;  also  fomentation  of  hops  to 
pudendum,  and  vaginal  injections  of  warm  water  with  a  small 
quantity  of  carbolic  acid.     August  Ist,  she  was  quiet ;  2d  and  3d, 
again  wild  and  almost  uncontrollable,  morphine  failing  to  produce 
any  effect  on  her  whatever,  I  gave  her  20  grs.  Chloral  Hydrate, 
repeated  every  two   hours,  until  she  had  taken  60  grs.      This 
produced  a  sound  and  refreshing  sleep  of  four  hours  and  con- 
tinued doseing,  until  the  morning  of  the  5th ;  during  the  5th  and 
6th,  remained  tolerable  quiet  and  at  times  partially  rational ;  from 
this  time  she  partook  more  or  less  every  day  of  proper  nourish- 
ment, such  as  soups,  milk  punch,  chicken  or  beef  tea ;  fiioiion  t 
the  sidn,   and  took  only  such  medicines  as    were    absolutely 
necessary;  thus  she  continued  improving  slowly,  and  was  dis 
charged  about  the  15th  Sept,  at  which  time  she  weighed  sixty 
eight  pounds,  which  shows  the  terriblo  ordeal  through  which  she 
had  passed. 

During  the  early  part  of  her  sickness  we  used  as  a  disinfectant,. 
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Daily's  Prophjlactio  fluid,  not  being  able  at  that  time  to  procure 
any  other  kind^  we  used  some  half  a  dozen  bottles,  it  evidently 
did  good,  but  owing  to  the  intolerable  smeU  arising  from  in- 
voluntary discharges  of  the  urine  and  bowels,  it  was  found  to  be 
inadequate  to  the  wants  of  destroying  the  foul  and  offensive  odors 
constantly  emanating  finoip  the  sick  bed.  I  ordered  a  small  lot 
of  '*  Bromo  Chloralum/'  and  during  the  remainder  of  her  sickness 
which  extended  through  many  weeks,  we  used  less  than  two 
bottles,  and  it  most  effectually  eradicated  every  trace  of  offensive- 
ness  from  the  room.  A  weak  solution  was  also  used  to  great 
advantage  on  the  bed-sores ;  much  gratification  was  expressed  by 
the  attendants  at  the  marked  difference  between  the  effects  of  the 
morphine  and  the  chloral  hydrate. 

In  reference  to  the  causes  of  her  mental  aberration,  I  am  clearly 
of  the  opinion  that  the  shock  to  the  nervous  system  caused  by 
the  tedious  and  protracted  labour  and  the  loss  of  the  child,  the 
damp  and  unpleasant  weather,  not  having  the  benefit  of  a  fire, 
and  her  indiscreetness  the  evening  of  the  18th  July,  were  the 
prime  causes  of  her  great  trouble,  and  I  am  also  satisfied  that  she 
would  never  have  recovered  her  sanity  but  for  the  use  of  Chloral 
Hydrate.  And  the  many  prejudicial  reports  against  its  use  only 
prevented  its  use  at  an  earlier  day.  But  all  doubts  were  soon  set 
at  rest,  and  at  subsequent  times,  after  8d,  August,  when  her 
mind  would  become  wandering,  the  chloral  would  be  again 
repeated  with  the  same  happy  results. 


I  •  ^  •  I  ■ 


SORE  NIPPLES. 


Dr.  Fordyce  Barker,  in  an  instructive  lecture  on  this  subject, 
says: 

^'The  forms  of  sore  nipples  are,  first,  inflammation.  This 
generally  occurs  in  those  cases  where  the  nipple  is  naturally  con- 
tracted, or  in  those  cases,  which  are  not  at  all  infrequent,  where 
the  nipple  is  almost  completely  absent.  The  child  when  placed  at 
the  breast  has  great  difficulty  in  getting  hold  of  the  nipple, 
especially  when  the  breast  is  distended,  which  renders  the  nipple 
still  more  retracted;  it  pulls  away  at  it,  and  as  a  result  of  the 
irritation  to  the  breast  an  inflammation  of  the  nipple  takes  place. 
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This  inflammation  of  the  nipple  may  by  propagation  pass  into  the 
lacteal  ducts,  and  we  may  have  mammary  abscess  as  a  consequence 
of  that.  Second,  fissure  or  erosion  of  the  nipple.  These  fissures 
of  the  nipple  are  of  two  forms.  One  comes  from  inflammation 
of  the  nipple;  but  there  is  another  form  which  exists  just  at  the 
base  of  the  nipple,  and  gives  the  most  intense  pain  and  suffering, 
the  patient  perhaps  bursting  out  into  a  profuse  perspiration  as  the 
child  is  placed  at  the  breast.  The  next  form  of  sore  nipple  is 
where  the  surface  of  the  nipple  is  red  and  denuded  of  its  cuticle. 
The  nipple  is  very  much  retracted,  and  in  this  case  there  is  a 
fissure  at  the  top.  The  pain  is  very  intense,  and  it  may  be  that  the 
woman  experiences  as  much  suffering  from  this  as  from  any  thing 
else  during  the  entire  puerperal  period.  The  process  does  not 
generally  confine  itself  to  the  nipple  alone,  but  the  areolar  tissue 
around  the  nipple  becomes  inflamed,  and  as  the  inflammation 
becomes  more  intense  perhaps  one  half  or  two-thirds  of  the  nipple 
becomes  more  entirely  destroyed  in  the  process.  These  three  forms 
are  distinctly  and  readily  recognized;  and  now  a  few  words  with 
regard  to  the  treatment  of  them. 

"  In  the  first  place,  for  drawing  the  nipple  out,  there  is  a  great 
difference  among  authors  as  regards  the  propriety  of  applying  the 
child  to  the  breast  immediately  after  the  confinement  has  been 
completed,  and  also  as  to  the  proper  time  when  it  should  be  done. 
Some  writers  recommend  that  it  should  be  done  as  soon  as  possible 
after  delivery.  The  reason  given  for  this  early  application  of  the 
child  to  the  breast  is  that  the  child  by  nursing  stimulates  the 
breasts,  which  excites  reflex  action  in  the  uterus,  thereby  producing 
uterine  contraction,  which  renders  the  woman  less  liiable  to  post- 
partum hemorrhage. 

"  With  reference  to  that  point,  I  can  say  I  do  not  consider  it  to 
be  sound  practice.  I  adopted  it  for  some  years,  but  have  given  it 
up  entirely.  You  can  procure  uterine  contraction,  which  will 
place  the  woman  out  of  all  danger  from  post-partum  hemorrhage, 
by  means  which  are  far  less  exhausting  for  the  patient  than  the 
resort  to  th^  troublesome  efforts  of  the  child  at  nursing.  I  now 
advise  to  get  the  woman  completely  restored  after  the  fatigue  of 
confinement  before  applying  the  child  to  the  nipple.  The  first 
stage  after  parturition  is  that  of  exhaustion.  The  whole  effort 
of  the  system  has  been  used  to  accomplish  this  result,  and  so  com- 
plete is  the  exhaustion  that  it  is  very  commonly  manifested  by 
nervous  chills.     If  the  woman  is  permitted  to  get  a  few  hours  of 
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sleep,  her  exhausted  nerve-power  will  bo  restored,  and  then  is  the 
time  to  direct  that  the  child  should  be  placed  to  the  breast.  The 
main  reason  for  this  is  that  the  breast  is  not  now  distended,  and 
the  nipple  is  easier  drawn  out.  The  traction  excites  the  more  rapid 
secretion  from  the  breast,  and  the  first  secretions  from  the  breast 
are  of  great  benefit  to  the  child  as  a  laxative,  being  its  first  proper 
food.  It  is  then  that  the  nipple  can  be  more  readily  grasped  by 
the  child,  and  properly  formed.  If,  however,  you  wait  until  the 
secretion  of  milk,  has  taken  place,  and  the  breast  has  become  dis- 
tended, before  applying  the  child,  the  distension  itself  causes 
obstruction  to  a  free  fiow  through  the  ducts,  and  the  nipple  and 
breasts  may  become  a  very  great  source  of  irritation. 

"  There  are  some  cases  in  which  the  nipple  congenitally  is  so 
short  that  the  child  can  not  get  hold,  and  it  must  be  drawn  out  by 
some  mechanical  appliance.  The  most  common  method  resorted 
to  for  accomplishing  this  is  the  old-fashioned  application  of  a 
bottle,  which  has  been  filled  with  -hot  water  and  emptied,  and  the 
use  of  the  breast-pump. 

"  A  few  words  with  regard  to  breast-pumps.  Most  of  them  are 
constructed  upon  principles  utterly  devoid  of  common  sense.  Most 
of  them  have  so  small  an  opening  in  the  part  applied  to  the  breast 
that  the  nipple  is  constricted,  and  the  milk  can  not  fiow  at  all  after 
the  first  two  or  three  exhaustions  of  the  instrument.  The  essential 
requisite  for  an  efficient  breast-pump  is  a  large  bell-shaped  ex- 
tremity, so  that  the  nipple  is  not  at  all  constricted  by  the  narrow 
diameter  which  is  applied  over  it.  The  pump  which  meets  the 
indications  most  satisfactorily,  and  which  has  come  to  my  notice, 
is  what  is  called  Mattson's  breast-pump,  and  it  is  a  most  excellent 
instrument. 

"  With  regard  to  treatment  of  sore  nipples,  the  following  are  the 
rules  which  chiefiy  govern  me  in  the  management  of  these  cases. 
If  the  nipple  is  infiamed,  apply  a  poultice  until  the  inflammation 
is  subdued,  and  then  apply  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  lead  in  glycerine, 
ten  grains  to  the  ounce.  This  is  also  the  most  complete  and 
perfect  prophylactic  against  the  occurrence  of  sore  nipple  that  I 
know  of.  This  solution  should  be  applied  immediately  after 
nursing,  having  first  washed  the  nipple  perfectly  clean.  The  ap- 
plication must  also  be  washed  off  every  time  before  the  child 
nurses.  It  is  almost  a  specific,  when  properly  used,  against  ex- 
coriations and  ulcerations.     If  the  tendency  is  quite  strong  to  sore 
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nipples,  the,  solution  may  be  ased  of  the  strength  of  fifteen  grains 
to  the  ounce,  or  even  one  scruple;  but  as  a  rule  the  ten-grain 
solution  is  sufficient.  Next,  where  the  cuticle  is  denuded  and  we 
have  a  raw  surface,  or  it  becomes  so  irritated  that  there  is  a 
tendency  to  an  abrasion,  the  indication  is  to  form  an  artificial 
cuticle,  which  will  entirely  protect  the  parts  and  yet  permit  the 
milk  to  pass  through  it.  For  this  purpose  collodion  has  been  ex- 
tensively used.  The  objection  to  collodion  is  this,  that  it  contracts 
as  it  dries,  and  thus  itself  becomes  a  source  of  superficial  irritation 
and  discomfort,  and  does  not  readily  permit  the  flow  of  the  milk 
I  have  used  for  this  purpose,  and  with  the  most  satisfactory  results, 
the  compound  tincture  of  benzoin.  Wipe  the  nipple  dry  after  the 
child  has  nursed,  and  with  a  camel's-hair  brush  apply  four  or  five 
coats  of  this  tincture.  The  first  application  may  produce  some 
burning,  but  when  once  applied  this  will  be  overlooked,  and  the 
woman  will  desire  its  re-application.  This  forms  a  most  excellent 
artificial  cuticle,  and  at  the  same  time  permits  the  flow  of  milk 
without  obstruction.  Cicatrization  will  take  place  under  this  coat- 
ing, and  the  patient  will  thank  you  for  the  benefit  received.  When 
the  fissure  is  at  the  base  of  the  nipple — very  small  it  may  be,  but 
accompanied  by  the  most  severe  and  agonizing  pain — the  most 
satisfactory  method  of  management  is  to  touch  the  fissure  with  a 
fine  point  of  nitrate  of  silver,  and  apply  over  this  the  compound 
tincture  of  benzoin  as  before. 

^'  When  the  inflammation  and  ulceration  have  gone  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  destroy  the  surface  of  the  nipple,  and  there  is  danger 
of  the  inflammation  extending  back  to  the  mammary  gland,  do  not 
allow  your  patient  to  torture  herself  by  allowing  the  child  to  nurse. 
Remove  the  child  entirely,  and  empty  the  b*reasts  by  the  breast- 
pump  or  by  rubbing.  I  then  use  as  an  application  in  these  cases 
the  following: 

^     Rose  Ointment §    j. 

Carbonate  Magnesia ^    j. 

Calomel gr.  xxx.  M. 

These  ingredients  should  be  rubbed  together  very  carefully,  and 
it  should  be  freshly  prepared,  perhaps  every  twenty-four  or  thirty- 
six  hours.  If  the  child  is  permitted  to  nurse  at  all,  it  should  be 
done  entirely  through  an  artificial  shield,  and  the  best  shield  is  one 
made  of  the  cow's  teat.  The  obiection  to  the  india-rubber  shield 
is  that  there  is  an  offensive  odor  emitted  from  them,  and  they 
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are  very  apt  to  make  the  child's  mouth  sore.  If,  however,  it 
becomes  necessary  to  ase  the  shields  which  are  in  the  market,  in 
selecting  them  get  a  broad  base,  what  is  called  the  L-shaped  glass, 
in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  selection  of  the  breast-pnmp.,  The 
ordinary  nipple-shield  seen  in  the  stores  is  simply  abominable." — , 
America^i  Practitioner. 


■♦-^ 
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Therapeutics  and  Materia  Medica. 


Fuming  NItrlo  Add  For  Internal  Piles. 

Prof.  Billroth  records  twenty-six  cases  of  prolapsing  piles 
treated  by  him  in  various  ways.  In  four  instances  he  applied  the 
actual  cautery,  in  ten  the  galvano-cautery,  and  in  the  remainder 
fuming  nitric  acid.  The  latter  plan  was  pursued  as  recommended 
by  Dr.  Houston,  of  Dublin.  The  results  proved  eminently 
satisfactory.  His  mode  of  proceeding  was  as  follws:  A  free 
evacuation  of  the  bowels  was  obtained  by  means  of  castor-oil  given 
the  day  previously.  Before  the  operation  the  mass  was  brought 
down  by  an  injection.  The  patient  was  then  placed  on  the  side, 
with  the  knees  flexed.  The  parts  adjacent  to  the  anus  were  first 
well  protected  by  oil,  so  that  no  injury  should  be  done  them.  A 
small  piece  of  wood  was  then  dipped  in  the  acid  and  applied  to 
the  outside  of  the  swollen  mass,  until  it  had  become  tolerably  stiff> 
and  had  assumed  a  yellowish -green  color.  It  was  then  smeared 
with  some  simple  form  of  ointment,  and  returned  within  the 
sphincter.  The  operation  was  easily  performed  without  an 
ansBsthetic,  and  an  opiate  supposi:  ory  was  rarely  given  afterward. 
It  is  proper  to  keep  the  patient  in  bed.  Fever  rarely  follows, 
though  retention  of  urine  is  not  uncommon  for  the  first  few  days. 
The  eschar  usually  separates  without  loss  of  blood.  It  is  proper 
to  give  castor-oil  on  the  third  or  fourth  day,  provided  no  faeces 
have  passed.  Hemorrhage  will  be  likely  to  occur  if  the  faeces 
become  hardened  ;  such  accidents,  however,  are  readily  controlled 
by  ice.  Of  the  patients  treated  in  this  way  some  were  discharged 
on  the  fifth  and  ninth  days,  though  severe  cases  were  under  treat- 
ment from  six  to  eight  weeks.  Several  of  the  patients  were 
examined  a  year  after  the  operation,  and  there  was  no  stricture  in 
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any  one  of  them.  Bilroth  believes  that  in  very  severe  cases  this 
treatment  may  fail,  and  suggests  the  use  ot  the  acid  nitrate  of 
mercury,  as  recommended  by  Curling.  ( Wiener  Med.  Wochen- 
^chrift) . — American  Practitioner, 


Suppression  of  Perspiration. 

Socoloff  gives  an  abstract  of  the  results  which  follow  varnishing 
the  skin  and  suppression  of  the  cutaneous  secretion. 

1.  A  few  hours  before  the  death  of  the  animals  so  treated, 
clonic  and  tetanic  spasms  appear  in  various  groups  of  muscles^ 
^hile  the  temperature  in  the  rectum  sinks  in  a  marked  degree. 

2.  Envelopmg  the  animals  in  wadding  did  not  serve  to  raise  the 
temperature  or  arrest  the  fatal  result. 

3.  Respiration  of  oxygen  proved  ineffectual  to  resuscitate  the 
animals. 

4.  In  the  stomach  ulcers  were  observed,  the  result  of  deep 
^extravasations. 

5.  Albumen  appeared  in  the  urine  very  soon  after  the  skin  was 
varnished. 

6.  In  all  cases  a  diffuse  parenchymatous  inflammation  of  the 
l^idneys  was  observed — sometimes  swelling  of  the  cells,  and  some- 
times fatty  degeneration.  This  result  was  independent  of  the 
nature  of  the  varnish  used,  whether  turpentine,  varnish,  gelatine, 
•or  gum. 

Lang  {Arch,  d,  ITeilkunds,  xiii.,  p.  277,  287,  1872),  investigates 
the  cause  of  death  when  the  skin  has  been  varnished.  In  addition 
to  other  phenomena  he  found  an  hour  or  two  after  death  "  triple 
phosphate  crystals  "  in  various  parts  of  the  body,  and  some  of  the 
uriniferous  tubules  blocked  with  a  finely  granular  dark  mass.  He 
thinks  that  the  triple  phosphate  crystals  are  the  result  of  de- 
composition of  urea,  and  that  the  cause  of  death  is  ur»mia. — Am- 
Jour,  Med,  Sciences, — Am.  Jour,  of  Dental  Science, 


Chloral  as  an  Application  In  Fetid  Ulcers. 

MM.  Dusardin,  Beaumetz  and  Hirine  communicated  at  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  iParis  Medical  Hospital  Society,  the  result  of  the 
investigations  they  have  been  making  into  the  "  Anti  Putrid  and 
Anti-Fermentiscible  Properties  of  Solutions  of  Hydrate  of  Chloral 
-and  their  Therapeutical  Applications."  Their  attention  was  first 
'drawn  to  the  subject  by  the  remarkable  success  which  attended  the 
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application  of  a  solution  of  chloral  diluted  by  100  parts  of  water 
to  a  vast  eschar  of  the  buttocks  which  occurred  during  an  attack 
of  typhoid.  Since  then  they  have  employed  the  solution  in  the 
treatment  of  various  wounds  in  bad  condition,  and  in  suppuration 
occurring  in  closed  cavities. 

With   respect  to   the   therapeutical    applications,   the   authors 
observe  that  the  action  of  diluted   chloral  on   wounds  of  a  bad 
nature  has  been  known  for  some  time;  Burggraeve  having  indicated 
it  as  one  of  the  best  applications.     In  Italy  it  has  acquired  a  great 
reputation,  and  Dr.  Francisco  reports   the   great  benefit  he  has 
derived  from  its  use  in  a  concentrated  form,  (6  parts  to  20)  in  in- 
veterate ulcers.      The  authors  have  also  employed  it  in  numerous> 
cases  of  gangrenous  wounds,  and  wounds  of  a  bad  character,  but 
they  have  in  the  great  majority  of  these  confined   themselves    to 
solutions  of  1-60  or  1-00.     Several  of  these  cases  are   published 
in  the  Union  Medicale  (May  27  and  29,)  and  the  authors"; believe- 
themselves  authorized  to  recommend  the  use  of  chloral  under  these 
circumstances.     So  also,  as  it  prevents  decomposition  of  the  urine^ 
it  may  render  great  service  in  affections  of  the  urinary  organs. — 
Med.  Times  and  Gazette, — Am.  Jour,  of  Dental  Science. 


Resuscitation  of  StIII-Born  Chi  Id  roh. -Schultze's  Metlisd. 

Dr.  Lusk,  in  the  Kew  York  Med.  Jour,^  thus  describes  the  above 
excellent  method:     *•  The  operator  seizes  the  child  under  the  arms,, 
the  index  finger  of  each  hand  in  the  arm-pit,  the  thumbs  over  the 
anterior  portion  of  the  trunk,  the  remaining  fingers  placed  along 
the  back,  which  is  turned  towards  the  operator;  while  the  head  is 
steadied  between  the  palms  of  the  hands.     As  the  operator  stands 
up,  the  child,  so  held,  is  allowed  to  swing  between  his  out-spread 
knees.      The  tractions  thus  made  in  both  directions  upon  the  ribs 
by  the  pectoral  muscles  above  and  the  abdominal  muscles  below, 
produce  the  widest  separation  of  the  ribs,  while  the  weight  of  th^ 
liver  causes  descent  of  the  diaphragm,   and  thus  inspiration   is 
produced.      Next,  with  extended  arms,  the  operator  swings  the 
child  upwards  until  the  breech  and  legs  fall  forward  toward  the 
abdomen.      When   the  body  in  thus  doubled    up  the  ribs   close 
together,  the  diaphragm  is  pushed  upward,  and  forcible  expiration 
takes  place,  driving  through  the  mouth  and  nostrils  great  quantities 
of  mucus  and  fluids  from  the  air  passages.     Still  keeping  the  arms 
extended,  the  child  should  be  allowed  after  a  few  moments  ta 
swing  hack  between  the  legs.   In  this  way  expiration  and  inspiration. 
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are  to  be  maintained  until  spontaneous  respiration  occurs.  As  the 
temperature  is  apt  to  fall  during  the  swinging  movements,  warm 
water  should  be  kept  handy  in  which  occasionally  to  plunge  the 
child." — Detroit  Jieview  of  Medicine  and  PhaTniacy, 


Digitalis  an  Anaphrodlslac. 

M.  Gourvat,  in  the  course  of  a  paper  published  in  the  Gazette 
Med.  de  Paris  on  the  action  of  digitalis  says :  '*  When  digitalis  or 
digitalin  is  administered  for  some  time  to  a  man  in  full  possession 
of  sexual  powers,  these  become  gradually  weakened,  the  pro- 
pensities disappear,  formation  of  the  liquor  seminis  diminishes, 
and  may  .at  last  cease  altogether.  The  anaphrodisiac  properties 
of  the  drug  are  the  secret  of  its  good  effect  in  spermatorrhoea." — 
American  Practitioner, 


Isnard  on  the  Treatment  of  Constipation  by  Arsenic. 

Dr.  Isnard  {Marseilles  Medical^  1872)  states  many  other  phy- 
sicians besides  himself  have  observed  that  arsenic  excites  the 
appetite  and  improves  the  digestion  and  facilitates  the  action  of 
the  bowels,  but  he  is  not  aware  that  it  has  been  methodically 
applied  for  the  relief  of  constipation.  Besides  (1)  improving  the 
appetite,  it  (2)  excites  the  muscular  action  of  the  intestines,  and 
(3)  it  augments  the  secretions  of  the  alimentary  mucous  membrane. 
It  is  particularly  useful  in  the  constipation  of  debilitated  and 
ansamic  females,  sedentary  persons,  and  old  people.  He  administers 
arsenious  acid  in  the  dose  of  six  to  ten  milligrammes,  twice  or 
thrice  a  day,  with  food.  Sometimes  smaller  doses  suffice.  It  may 
be  used  steadily  for  some  time. — American  Practitioner^  Sept., 
1873. 
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SOL.   lODO-BROMIDE    CALCIUM   COMP.   IN  POISONING 

BY   RHUS  TOXICODENDRON. 


BY   C.    S.    LACY,    M.    D.,    MACEDON,    N.    Y. 


Most  writers  have  concurred  in  the  belief  that  the  inDammatory  action 
produced  by  contact  with  the  Rhus  Toxicodendron  was  of  an  erysipelatous 
nature,  but  Prof.  White  of    Howard  Univeristy,   says,  **the  opinion  is 
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erroneotiB  and  the  changes  are  of  an  eczematous  nature."  However,  I  have 
nothing  to  do  in  this  article  with  the  charact^^r  of  the  inflammation.  It  is 
merely  my  purpose  to  speak  of  a  few  cases  that  have  come  under  my 
supervision  and  the  different  modes  of  treatment  and  what  I  consider 
almost  a  specific  in  these  cases,  as  much  so  at  least,  as  the  Muriated  Tinct. 
Iron  in  Erysipelas  or  Quinine  in  Intermittent  Fever^r-that  is  the  Solution 
of  lodo-Bromide  of  Calcium  Compound.  Although  I  have  not  tried  it  in 
hundreds  of  cases,  I  think  I  have  tried  it  in  enough  to  warrant  me  in  say- 
ing it  is  almost  a  specific.  I  will  detail  a  few  cases  and  my  different  modes 
of  treatment  in  these  obstinate  cases,  (or  what  I  used  to  call  obstinate 
cases.)  I  have  asked  physicians  what  their  treatment  was  in  such  cases 
and  have  received  the  answer  many  times,  ^  *  you  cannot  do  much  for  them — 
only  use  some  cooling  lotion,  for  they  u>ill  run  a  certain  course.''^ 

Case  1st.  Mr.  H.  a  farmer,  came  to  me  May  15, 1878,  saying  that  he  had 
poisoned  himself  while  at  work  building  a  stone  wall.  There  was  a  small 
patch  of  e:uption  on  his  right  hand  and  fore-arm. 

For  several  days  I  continued  to  apply  the  usual  remedies,  but  to  little 
purpose  for  the  infiammation  and  eruptions  continued  to  spread  until  on 
the  17th,  his  hired  man  came  after  me  to  go  and  see  him.  I  did  so  and 
found  the  inflammation  extending  all  over  his  body,  causing  great  suffer, 
ing.  As  a  last  resort  I  prepared  a  solution  of  lodo-Bromide  of  Calcium 
Comp.,  as  a  wash — also  some  with  Sarsaparilla,  so  that  he  got  about  20 
drops  at  a  dose  every  three  hours.  The  next  morning  I  found  him  much 
better — ^the  inflammation  had  subsided  and  there  was  marked  general  im- 
provement. I  continued  the  same  treatment  and  .in  thiee  days  from  the 
time  he  commenced  using  the  '^  Solution,^'  I  discharged  him  cured.  I  was ' 
satisfied  from  the  termination  of  this  case,  of  the  efficacy  of  the  lodo- 
Bromide  of  Calcium  Comp.  in  all  such  cases,  although  some  may  contend 
that  ^*  the  disease  had  run  its  course."  I  used  the  Solution  as  a  last  resort, 
because  I  had  met  with  such  success  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  a 
cutaneous  nature  with  it — ^but  I  had  no  theoretical  grounds  to  warrant  me 
in  its  use  at  that  time.  Soon  after  I  read  the  views  of  Prof.  Maisch,  who 
contends  that  the  poisonous  effect  in  such  cases  is  attributable  to  Tox- 
icodendric  Acid.  Knowing  full  weU  that  alkalies  wiU  neutrahze  adds,  I 
concluded  that  any  alkali  would  answer  as  well  as  the  *  *  Solution,  '* 
provided  it  did  not  combine  with  the  acid  to  form  a  salt  equally  poisonous. 
I  soon  had  an  opportunity  of  testing  the  matter. 

June  20,  1878, — was  sent  for  by  Mrs.  D.   While  picking  berries  had  been 

poisoned  by  the  Rhus— -found  her  face  very  much  swollen — arm  and  a 

portion  of  the  body  covered  with  the  eruption,  gave  her  a  wash  of  soda 
and  left.     Next  morning  found  her  much  worse — ^gave  aconite  to  reduce 

fever — ^also  prepared  a  wash  of  Ammonia.      Next  day  found  her  much 

worse-— discontinued  the  Ammonia  and  Aconite  and  gave  the  *' Solution '^ 

as  in  the  first  case — followed  it  up  for  two  days  when  the  lady  had  nearly 
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recoyered  and  was  able  to  attend  to  her  domeBtic  dutiep.  In  four  days  she 
was  completely  cured. 

Case  8rd.  Mr.  S.,  farmer,  was  poisoned  while  at  work  repairing  an  old 
fence.  Was  called  to  see  him  July  18,  1873.  His  face  and  limbs  were  very 
much  swollt  n  and  he  was  suffering  very  much  i'rom  the  intolerable  itching 
induced  by  the  poison.  I  did  not  resort  to  any  treatment  this  time  but 
the  **  Solution," — gave  him  a  wash,  also  the  same  dose  internally  as  in  the 
other  cases.  Next  day  found  the  inflammation  very  much  abated — scarcely 
any  swelling  of  his  face  and  limbs  and  no  irritation  whatever.  12th,  found 
all  the  symptoms  improved — no  tra»-e  scarcely  of  the  disease. — 13th, 
discharged  cured. 

I  will  mention  one  more  case  in  conclusion,  though  I  could  give  further 
instances.  These  however  will  suffice,  as  it  is  only  my  desire  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  protession  to  the  efficacy  of  this  remedy  in  this  particular 
affection. 

Case  4tb,  Mrs.  W.  was  poisoned  while  picking  berries  in  her  garden. 
There  was  much  swelling  of  the  face  and  limbs.  I  employed  the  same 
course  of  treatment  as  in  previous  cases  and  in  two  days  she  was  dis- 
charged cured.  She  told  me  that  she  had  been  poisoned  by  the  Ivy  twice 
before,  but  she  never  had  anything  ^*  cure  her  up,"  as  my  medicine  did. 
She  was  generally  sick  a  week  or  two. 

This  concludes  the  list  of  cases  I  shall  record  at  the  present  time,  aid  if 
they  are  the  means  of  putting  a  new  remedy  in  the  handf  of  physicians  for 
treatment  of  these  cases,  I  am  satisfied  with  my  humble  effort.  I  will  say 
.in  conclusion  that  I  think  the  great  efficacy  of  the  **  Solution  "  depends  in 
a  great  measure  on  the, combination  of  the  several  powerful  alkalies. 


•  »  »■ 


DIANHOCA  MIXTURE. 


Messrs.  Tildbk  &  Co. :   - 

(>ents. — I  transmit  you  a  recipe  which  I  have  found  very  useful  in 
flux,  after  having  tried  unsuccessfully  the  usual  remer^ies  in  use. 

5     Carbo.  Li^i 

Creta  Prep aa     |  ss. 

Aqua  Cinnamoni |  iv. 

Misce.     Sig.     Take  one  teaspoonfnl  every  two  hours 

Yours,  respectfully, 

WM.  C.  LEE, 
'  Junction  City,  Lane  Co.,  Oregon. 

•  »  • 

^"Correspondents  will  oblige  us  by  writing  plainly  their  navnes^  Toum^ 
County  and  State,  We  are  frequently  unable  to  answer  Letters  because  these 
are  omitted. 
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CITRUS  LIMONUM. 


BY  JOSEPH  BATSS,   M.  D. 


Natural  Order. — AurantiacesB. 

In  the  Linnean  artfficial  dassification  this  plant  will  be  found  in 
Class  PolyadelphiUy  Order  Polyandria. 

Generic  Description.— Calyx  urceolate  8  to  5  cleft,  usually 
5;  petals  from  4  to  8,  usually  5,  oblong;  stamens  20  to  60, 
filaments  more  or  less  compressed,  more  or  less  united  at  the  base ; 
anthers  oblong ;  st^le  round ;  stigma  hemispherical ;  fruit  9  to  18- 
celled. 

Specific  Character. — A  Bhrub  from  10  to  15  feet  in  hight, 
much  branched,  young  branches  flexible ;  petiole  margined ; 
flowers  white,  tinged  with  red ;  fruit  ovoid,  yellow,  uneven,  and 
terminated  by  an  elongated  knob,  or  nipple-like  protuberance; 
rind  has  two  coats,  the  outer  abounds  in  a  fragrant  oil,  the  internal 
thick,  whitish  and  coriaceous ;  leaves  alternate,  ovate  oblong, 
serrulate  or  sub-dentate. 

Habitat. — A  native  of  Asia.  Cultivated  in  the  South  of 
Europe,  West  Indies  and  other  warm  portions  of  both  hemispheres. 

History. — Citric  add  is  procured  in  large  quantities  from  the 
21 
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lemon ;  twenty  gallons  of  good  lemon  juice  is  said  to  aflford  fully 
ten  pounds  of  white  crystals  of  this  acid. 

It  has  been  largely  employed  in  the  arts;  particularly  in  calico- 
printing.  Its  volatile  essential  oil  is  used  to  quite  an  extent  in  the 
manufacture  of  perfumery.  The  fruit  has  been  employed  internally, 
and  externally  as  a  medicinal  agent 

MsDiCAL  PROPSBTiEa — Befrig^ant,  anti-scorbutic,  and  seda. 
tive.  These  properties  exist  in  the  juice  of  the  fruit  The 
volatile  oil,  obtained  from  the  rind,  is  stimulant  and  acrid. 

Therapeutic  Employment. 

Acute  Dysentery, — In  dysentery,  after  clearing  the  alimentary 

canal  of  its  offending  materials,  opium  is  a  remedy  of  the  highest 

value ;  administered  in  combination  withJemon  juice  its  beneficial 

effects  will,  often,  be  greatly  enhanced.   Dr.  Fergusson,  as  quoted 

by  Waring,  cites  numerous  authorities,  and  his  own  experience, 

in  favor  of  the  opinion,  that  the  juice  of  the  lime  and  lemon  is, 

in  reality  an  important  means  of  cure  in  this  malady.      Dr.  F. 

quotes  a  letter  from  Dr.  O'Connor,  who  states  that,  in  the  disease 

called   "5wcAe,"  in  Trinidad,  and  which  appears  to  be  identical 

with  very  acute  dysentery,  the  natives  constantly  and  successfully 

employ  suppositories,  the  base  of  which  is  the  lime  or  lemon,  with 

strong  lemonade  for  drink.      This  constitutes  the  sole  treatment 

Dr.  Dengbr,  of  Nimeguen,  is  quoted,  who,  in  his  account  of  the 

epidemic  dysentery  in  that  town,  in  1736,  successfully  employed 

large  and  repeated  doses  of  lemon-juice.     Doct  Zimmermann,  as 

quoted  in  the  Ed,  Med,  and  Surg,  Jour,^  Oct  1st,  1887,  found  in 

the  dysentery  epidemic  in  Switzerland,  in  1765,  that  the  juice 

of  acid  fruits  was  of  "  prodigious  use,"  and   apparently  tended  to 

the  recovery  of  tlie  patients.      Lemonade,  used  freely  for  drink, 

will  be  found  a  valuable  adjuvant  in  the  treatment  of  this  malady. 

Diarrhcea, — The  remedy  commonly  in  use  amongst  the  Burmese 
of  the  Tenasserim  Provinces,  for  bilious  diarrhoea,  is  lime-juice, 
which  they  take  in  large  quantities.  (Waring.) 

Many  of  our  country  physicians  place  great  confidence  in  a  free 
use  of  lemon-juice  in  the  treatment  of  this  affection.  Lemonade, 
to  which  if  added  a  few  drops  of  laudanum,  or  a  twentieth  of  a 
grain  of  morphine,  will,  frequently,  be  found]  efficient  in  arresting 
tfiis  complaint  among  children. 
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Vomiting  of  Pregnancy, — ^Dr.  Dbwebs  states  that  where  alkaUes 
have  fidled  to  afford  relief  he  has  often  employed  lemon-juioe  with 
decided  advantage.  He  cites  instances  in  which  its  utility  was 
unequivocal.  He  has,  in  several  instances,  confined  patients  for 
days  together  upon  lemon<juice  and  water,  with  the  most  decided 
advantaga 

He  mentions  one  lady  who  took  the  juice  of  a  dozen  lemons 
daily,  for  many  days  together  with  the  most  decided  advantage, 
and  nothing  besida  Some  cases  would  respond  favorably  by 
alternating  this  agent  with  pepsin,  bismuth,  or  potass®  chloras.' 

Scurvy. — ^Dr.  Waring  observes: — "In  scurvy,  lime-juice  is 
of  the  utmost  valua  Since  the  introduction  of  this  article  into 
the  regular  rations  of  sailors,  scurvy  has  become  a  rare  disease, 
compared  at  least,  with  what  it  was  previous  to  the  introduction 
of  this  remedy  by  Gilbert  Blanx.  As  a  preventive  to  scurvy, 
it  is  of  the  greatest  importance ;  and  when  the  disease,  from  the 
n^lect  of  proper  precaution,  has  appeared,  there  are  few,  if  any, 
more  efficacious  remedies."  An  ounce  of  the  juice  per  day  is 
sufficient,  in  most  instances  as  a  preventive ;  and  when  the  disease 
becomes  apparent,  four  or  five  ounces  per  day  will  arrest  its 
progress. 

Dropsy  and  Dropsical  Affeciums. — Lemon-juice  is  highly  ex- 
tolled in  the  treatment  of  dropsy  by  Drs.  Sghwabe,  Drechsler, 
and  others,  as  quoted  in  the  Lancet^  1842-8,  p.  459.  Several 
cases  are  mentioned  by  these  physicians,  in  which  cures  were 
effected  solely  by  its  use,  and  that,  too,  when  other  remedies  had 
failed.  Dose,  a  tablespoonful  thrice  daily ;  and  in  one  instance, 
the  dose  was  increased  to  six  tablespoonfuls.  It  proved,  in  every 
case,  powerfully  diuretic.    (Waring). 

There  are  some  forms  of  dropsy  in  which  an  infiision  of  the 
flowers  of  Sambucus  Canadensis,  taken  freely,  alternated  with 
lemon-juice,  will  prove  extremely  serviceabla  Sarothamnus 
Scoparius,  Common  Broom,  is  a  valuable  remedy  to  alternate 
with  lemon  juice  in  the  treatment  of  this  malady.  Waring 
observes,  p.  571:— "In  dropsy  and  dropsical  affections,  the 
common  Broom  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  Sydenham,  Mead, 
and  CuLLEN.  More  recently,  it  has  been  employed  by  Dr. 
Darwell,  who  states  that  he  can  bear  witness  to  its  excellent 
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effects,  ofteB  removiDg  the  effiision,  when  other  remedies  fail ;  he 
adds  that  it  acts  powerfally  on  the  kidneys,  and  usually  affords 
relief  in  a  few^  days.  The  late  Dr.  R  Psabson  was  a  great  ad- 
vocate for  this  remedy.  He  recommends  that  the  seeds  should  be 
substituted  for  the  leaves,  tops,  and  roots,  which  are  the  parts 
usually  employed.  He  states  that  they  are  powerfully  diuretic, 
and  produce  their  effect  without  weakening  the  patient  He 
recommends  the  following  Tincture : 

9     Broom  Seeds S     y- 

Proof.  Spirits 5  viij. 

Macerate  for  ten  days.     Dose,  f.  3  j-ijj  thrice  daily. 

If  it  produce  diarrhoea,  five  or  six  drops  of  T.  Opii,  may  be 
added.  If  much  debility  be  present,  it  may  be  combined  with 
Iron  or  Quinine.  He  found  it  eminently  serviceable  in  all  dropsies, 
excepting  ovarian  and  hydrothorax.  Dropsies  depending  on 
cardiac  disease  are  especially  benefited  by  Broom  topa"  Lemon- 
juice  may  be  associated  to  advantage  with  most  of  the  medicinal 
agents  usually  employed  in  the  treatment  of  this  class  of  affectiona 
It  should  not  be  administered  in  conjunction  with  Alkalies  and 
their  Carbonates,  Sulphates,  and  Tartrates ;  Carbonates  of  Earths 
and  Metals,  or  Acetates. 

Rheumatisrru — The  testimony  of  writers  is  somewhat  conflicting 
relative  to  the  utility  of  lemon-juice  in  the  treatment  of  rheu- 
matism. 

Dr.  Benck  Jones,  as  stated  by  Dunglison,  found  from  ex- 
periments made  on  a  healthy  person,  that  lemon-juice  in  twelve 
ounce  doses  daily,  causes  temporarily  an  excessive  acidity  of  the 
urine  and  a  deposit  of  free  uric  acid,—  acting,  therefore,  as  a  free 
acid  on  the  urine,  and  not  at  all  resembling  in  its  effects  those 
produced  by  citrate  of  potassa  and  other  vegetable  acid  salts. 
When  taken  pure,  without  water,  no  strong  or  cliuretic  action  was 
observable,  and  the  pulse  presented  nothing  remarkable  in  force 
or  firequency.  In  St  George's  Hospital,  he  found  free  uric  acid  in 
the  urine,  twelve  hours  after  it  had  been  passed,  in  every  case  in 
which  large  doses  of  lemon-juice  were  given ;  and  hence,  he 
remarks,  in  chronic  rheumatism  and  gout  it  should  be  administered 
with  care,  lest  red  sand  or  uric  acid  calculus  should  be  induced. 

The  following  commendatory  remarks  relative  to  its  value  iu 
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this  disease  are  to  be  found  in  Waring^a  Practiced  Therapeutics: — 
^In  Acute  Bheumatism  and  Rheumatic  Gout,  Lemon-juice  has 
recently  been  extensively  employed ;  and  it  is  stated  on  competent 
authority  to  be  a  speedy  and  efficacious  remedy.  The  dose  is 
£  5  J-~£  5  y •  every  four  or  six  hours.  Dr.  O wbn  Bbbsb  *  of 
Ouy's  Hospital,  states  that,  in  his  practice,  he  has  employed  it 
with  the  greatest  success;  and  that  the  relief  from  pain,  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  was  such,  that  had  any  one  not  been  acquainted 
wi^  the  remedy  in  use,  watched  the  progress  of  the  case,  he 
would  have  concluded  that  sedatives  had  been  employed.  Dr. 
ESSE  considers  that  it  acts,  in  common  with  all  vegetable  acids  by 
effecting  a  transformation  of  the  tissues  generally  (?).  The  remedy 
appears  greatly  to  depress  the  heart's  action ;  the  pulse,  in  one 
instance,  being  reduced  from  120  to  75.  The  urine  was  rendered 
alkaUne  by  its  use ;  and  in  one  case,  in  which  the  urine  was 
alkaline  before  treatment,  it  became  acid  after  the  juice  had  been 
employed,  ^ts  value  in  these  cases  is  also  attested  by  Dr.  Golding 
Bird,  Mr.  Middleton,  Dr.  Ea.nking,  Mr.  Dalrymple,  and 
others,  {Lancet^  Sept  1850.)  There  are  however,  two  forms  of 
Bheumatism  in  which  Dr.  Beese  states  lime  juice  has  been- 
found  to  fail — 1,  that  occurring  in  cachectic  subjects,  which  he 
designates  Cachectic  Bheumatism;  and  2,  that  attendant  on 
Syphilis." 

This  remedy  may  be  associated  with  opiates,  colchicum,  aconite, 
and  many  other  agents  in  the  treatment  of  this  malady.  Dr. 
Cummins,  of  Wheeling,  Virginia,  was  very  favorably  impressed 
with  the  action  of  lemon-juice  in  rheumatism,  and  spoke  of  it,  as 
'^  by  far  the  best  medicine  that  has  ever  been  promulgated  in  that 
disease,  and  (he  adds)  Dr.  Bbese,  for  his  discovery  and  the 
promulgation  of  it,  is  deserving  of  the  highest  esteem  of  the 
profession,  and  the  lasting  gratitude  of  his  race,"  American  Jour, 
of  Medical  Science,  April,  1858,  p.  858.  This  remedy  is  far  from 
being  a  specifie  in  this  disease,  and  must  fall  under  the  same  ban 
of  other  remedies,  when  thus  considered ;  it  will  nevertheless,  be 
ound  a  very  valuable  adjuvant 

Pruritus  Scroti^  and  Pruriius  Ani. — Dr.  Waring  observes:  "  In 
Ihuritus  Scroti,  and  Pruritus  Ani,  lemon-juice  is  often  an  effectual 

*  Medical  Gasatte,  Jan.  85,  1849,  and  Edin.  tfonthly  Joar.  Aug.,  1849. 
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remedy.  The  parts  should  be  first  bathed  in  hot  water,  and 
afterwards  the  lemon  juice  should  be  ireely  applied.  When  the 
pain  and  smarting  caused  by  the  application  subside,  great  rdief 
will  be  experienced.  Dr.  Opplsb  relates  an  obstinate  case,  which 
had  resisted  aU  external  and  internal  remedies  for  ten  weeks,  but 
which  yielded  rapidly  and  completely  to  the  application  of  diluted 
lemon-juica"  The  Acid  Solution  of  Nitrate  of  Mercury,  Olive 
oil,  Borax,  Oolchicum,  and  Bromo-Chloralum  have  been  employed, 
topically  in  this  affection,  with  decided  advantage,  particularly  the 
BromO'  Chtoralum, 

Febrile  and  Inflammatory  Diseases. — Dr.-  Waring  remarks: 
"In  Febrile  and  Inflammatory  Diseases,  an  agreeable  refrigerant 
beverage  is  formed  by  macerating  two  sliced  limes  or  lemons  and 
oz.  ij.  of  Sugar  in  Oj.  of  boiling  water.  When  cool,  it  should  be 
strained  and  drank  ad  libitimy 
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WHEN  TO  LANCE  THE  QUMS. 


Dr.  J.  L.  Smith  says  in  his  late  work  on  "  Diseases  of  Infancy 
and  Childhood:" — The  gum  lancet  is  now  much  less  frequently 
employed  than  formerly.  It  is  used  more  by  the  ignorant  prac- 
titioner, who  is  deficient  in  the  ability  to  diagnosticate  obscure 
diseases,  than  by  one  of  intelligence,  who  can  discern  more  clearly 
the  true  pathological  state.  Its  use  is  more  frequent  in  some 
countries,  as  England,  under  the  teaching  of  great  names,  than  in 
others,  as  France,  where  the  highest  authorities,  as  Rilliet  and 
Barthez,  discountenance  it. 

It  is  well  to  bear  in  mind,  as  aiding  in  the  elucidation  of  this 
subject,  the  remark  made  by  Trousseau,  that  the  tooth  is  not  re- 
leased by  lancing  the  gum  over  the  advancing  crown.  The  gum 
is  not  rendered  tense  by  pressure  of  the  tooth,  as  many  seem  to 
think,  for,  if  so,  the  incision  would  not  remain  linear,  and  the 
edges  of  the  wound  would  not  unite,  as  they  ordinarily  do  by  first 
intention  within  a  day  or  two.  This  speedy  healing  of  the  incision^ 
unless  the  tooth  is  on  the  point  of  protruding,  is  an  important  fact, 
for  it  shows  that  the  effect  of  the  scarification  can  only  last  one  or 
two  days.  The  early  repair  of  the  dental  follicle  is  probably 
conservative  so  far  as  the  development  of  the  tooth  is  concerned. 
It  may  help  us  to  understand  how   active,  how  powerful,   the 
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process  of  absorption  is,  if  we  reflect  that  the  roots  of  the 
deciduous  teeth  are  more  or  less  absorbed  by  the  adyauciug  second 
set,  without  much  pain  or  suffering  from  the  pressure.  If  the 
calcareous  particles  of  the  teeth  are  so  readily  absorbed,  what  is 
the  foundation  for  the  belief  that  the  fleshy  substance  of  the  gum 
is  absorbed  with  such  difficulty?  Too  much  importance  has 
evidently  been  attached  to  the  supposed  tension  and  resistance 
of  the  gum  in  the  process  of  dentition. 

Follicles  in  the  period  of  development  are  especially  liable  to 
inflammation.  We  see  this  in  the  follicular  stomatitis  and  enteritis 
so  common  when  the  buccal  and  intestinal  follicles  are  in  the  state 
of  most  rapid  growth.  Does  not  this  law  in  reference  to  the 
follicles  hold  true  of  those  by  which  the  teeth  are  formed,  so  that 
the  period  of  their  enlargement  and  greatest  activity,  which  cor- 
responds with  the  growth  and  protrusion  of  the  teeth,  is  also  the 
period  when  they  are  most  liable  to  congestion  and  inflammation? 
This  fact  affords  a  better  explanation  of  the  frequency  of  the  so- 
called  laborious  or  difficult  dentition  than  that  it  is  due  to  the 
resistance  which  denral  evolution  encounters  from  the  gums. 

If  there  are  no  symptoms  except  such  as  occur  directly  from  the 
swelling  and  congestion  of  the  gum,  the  lancet  should  seldom  be 
used.  The  pathological  state  of  the  gum  which  would,  without 
doubt,  require  its  use,  is  an  abscess  over  the  tooth.  As  to 
symptoms  which  are  general  or  referable  to  other  organs,  as  fever 
and  diarrhoea,  the  lancet  should  not  be  used  if  the  symptoms  can 
be  controlled  by  other  safe  measures.  All  co-operating  causes 
should  first  be  removed,  when  in  a  large  proportion  of  cases  the 
patient  will  experience  such  relief  that  scarification  can  be  deferred. 

If  the  state  of  the  infant  is  such  that  life  is  in  danger,  as  in 
convulsions,  or  there  is  danger  that  the  infant  will  be  permanently 
injured  or  disabled,  as  by  paralysis,  every  measure  which  can 
possibly  give  relief  should  be  employed  without  delay.  In  these 
dangerous  nervous  affections,  therefore,  the  gums,  if  swollen, 
should  be  lanced.  I  know  no  accidents  of  dentition  which  require 
prompt  scarification  except  suppurative  inflammation  of  the  gums, 
convulsions,  and  paralysis.  In  other  cases  the  operation  may  be 
safely  postponed  till  other  measures  have  been  employed. —  CV«- 
cinnati  Medical  N'&ios,  October,  18*73. 
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AN^riDOTISM  AND  THERAPEUTIC  ANTAaONISM. 

The  following  abstract  of  Qubler  and  Lab^e's  papers  in  the 
Bulletin  de  Therapeutique  is  extracted  from  the  last  number  (Oct. 
12)  of  the  Lyon  Medicale. 

The  two  terms  Antidotism  and  Antagonism  are  for  these 
authors,  synonymous;  the  etymology  of  the  word  antidote  (anti, 
against;  dotos,  given)  not  justifying  the  restriction  usually  given 
to  its  meaning,  the  authors  recall  the  statements  of  Bernard,  who 
has  established  the  synergetic  (auxiliary)  action  of  chloroform  and 
morphine  also  of  Harley  in  the  case  of  opium  and  hemlock. 

The  antagonism  between  opium  and  belladonna  opens  the  series. 
This  antidotism  is  only  partial;  the  auxiliary  actions  are  more 
extensive.  As  antidotes,  the  emetics  and  secretion  excitants  are 
more  sure,  and  as  to  the  thebaic  intoxication,  Gubler  recommends 
sulphate  of  quinia  as  the  veritable  antidote.  The  opposition 
between  the  two  is  so  great  that  the  opium-sulphate  of  quinifie 
association  is  without  effect  in  the  treatment  of  acute  articular 
rheumatisnL 

Strychnine  and  Opium, — The  action  of  opium  or  its  salts  is  very 
slow  m  cases  of  strychnine  poisoning;  everywhere  the  antagonism 
is  feeble. 

Strychnine  and  the  poisonous  Solanacece, — Nothing  certain. 

Strychnine  and  AnceMhetics. — The  excitant  period  of  etherisation 
is  too  pronounced,  that  of  chloroformisation  is  a  little  less, 
nevertheless,  too  much  so;  chloral  is  preferable.  Or6,  of  Bordeaux, 
iniects  it  into  the  veins;  but,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  Lieberich, 
strychnine  is  not  an  antidote  to  chloral. 

Strychnine  and  Calabar  Bean,  Strychnine  and  Curare. — The 
first  seems  to  have  the  same  physiological  action  as  the  second. 
According  to  Bernard,  Strychnine  increases  the  reflex  action  of  the 
cord,  curare  paralyses  the  motor  nerves.  The  antagonism,  thus,  is 
only  apparent.  According  to  Martin-Magron,  Buisson,  Brown- 
Sequard,  the  two  poisons  have  similar  properties;  an  excitant  action 
on  the  cord,  a  paralytic  action  on  the  extremities  of  the  motor 
nerves.  The  difference  consists  in  the  fact  that  curare  acts  first  on 
the  motor  nerves  so  that  its  influence  upon  the  cord  can  not  be 
manifested,  while  strychnine  acts  upon  the  cord  before  it  paralyses 
the  extremities  of  the  motor  nerves. 

Strychnine  and  Aconitine. — Although  the  action  of  aconitine 
seems  to  approach  that  of  curare,  clinical  experimentation  is  more 
favorable  to  aconitine  in  the  treatment  of  strychnism. 
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Atropia  and  JPrusaic  Acid,  The  antagoniBin  is  doubtful; 
besides,  pmssio  acid  has  an  action  upon  the  red  globules  of  the 
blood  of  which  it  makes  a  most  active  poison. 

Atropine  and  Pkyaostigma, — Here  the  antagonism  is  only 
partial.  A  non-toxic  dose  of  each,  administered  simultaneously, 
may  kill  outright. — The  Clinic^  Nov.,  1873. 
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OF 

Therapeutics  and  Materia  Medica. 


Phosphorus  in  Neuralgia. 

In  October  of  last  year  1  wrote  a  letter  to  the  British  Medical 
Jowmaly  calling  attention  to  the  value  of  phosphorus  in  the  treat- 
ment of  neuralgia.  Since  this  date  I  have  given  it  a  somewhat 
extensive  trial,  the  general  result  of  which  is  to  confirm  the 
favorable  report  I  made  of  it  in  my  first  letter.  I  have  prescribed 
it  in  various  neuroses,  in  melancholia,  in  impotence,  in  mercurial 
tremor,  in  locomotor  ataxy,  etc.,  but  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  its  value  is  most  conspicuously  and  constantly  seen  in  cases 
of  nerve-pain,  accompanied  or  caused  by  asthenia;  indeed,  while 
it  has  appeared  to  me  quite  inert  in  most  of  the  separate  diseases 
I  have  mentioned  above,  it  has  rarely  disappointed  me,  when 
properly  administered,  in  true  cases  of  anaemic  or  asthenic 
neuralgia,  amongst  the  remedies  for  which  disorders  I  believe  it 
will  ever  hold  a  high  and  secure  place.  Its  mode  of  administration 
is,  however,  of  importance;  and  while  in  many  respects  agreeing 
with  Mr.  S.  Ashburton  Thompson  in  his  remarks  upon  this  remedy, 
which  appear  in  the  Fractitioner  for  July,  I  cannot  indorse  his 
statement  as  to  the  wisdom,  or  even  the  safety,  of  beginning  with 
a  dose  of  one-twelfth  of  a  grain  every  four  hours.  M.  Gubler,  in 
a  recent  number  of  the  JBtUletin  Generale  TTierapeutiqtte^  is  more 
<:orrect,  I  think,  in  urging  great  caution  in  the  administration  of 
this  remedy:  indeed,  in  the  seventeen  cases  treated  by  Mr. 
Thompson,  one  suffered  from  serious  and  alarming  symptoms,  we 
may  fairly  presume,  of  the  phosphorus,  which  was  admmistered  in 
the  dose  of  one-twelfth  of  a  grain.  My  custom  is  to  commence 
with  one-hundredth  of  a  grain,  and  gradually  mcrease  this  by  one- 
fiftieth  of  a  grain  at  a  time,  until,  if  necessary,  one-tenth  of  a 
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grain  is  taken  with  each  dose.  Beyond  this  quantity  I  do  not  go; 
as  I  think  that,  if  the  remedy  be  of  use,  relief  will  be  attained  by 
this  dose  equally  with  a  larger.  After  trying  several  preparations, 
I  now  use  a  formula  which  Mr.  Potts,  dispenser  to  the  Manchester 
Royal  Infirmary,  hit  upon,  and  which  seems  to  answer  every 
purpose,  in  being  tasteless,  transparent,  and  readily  prepared.  He 
dissolves  ten  grains  of  phosphorus  in  two  ounces  of  ether,  ag- 
itating the  solution  from  time  to  time;  and  of  this  solution,  one 
minim  (containing  one-hundredth  pf  a  grain)  id  administered  in  an 
ounbe  of  water  with  half  a  dram  of  glycerine.  The  glycerine 
suspends  the  phosphorus  so  perfectly  that  a  transparent  mixture  is 
the  result.  The  addition  of  a  little  bitter  infusion  entirely  removes 
any  soupcon  of  lucifer-matches  which  may  hover  about  the 
medicine. — Bradley,  Brit.  Med,  Jour. — 77ie  Clmic,  Nov.,  1873. 


New  Method  of  Healing  Ulcers. 

Dr.  Nussbaum,  in  the  Wlen  Med.  JPresse,  claims  to  have  suc- 
cessfully treated  upward  of  sixty  cases  of  chronic,  extensive  and 
otherwise  intractable  cases  of  leg-ulcers  by  the  following  simple 
procedure.  The  patient  is  at  first  narcotized,  and  then  around  the 
ulcer  of  the  leg  or  foot,  a  finger's  breadth  from  its  margin,  an  in- 
cision extending  down  to  the  fascisB  is  made.  Numerous  blood- 
vessels are  divided,  and  a  severe  hemorrhage  ensues,  unless  a  fine 
pledget  of  lint  be  packed  into  the  cut  and  the  entire  ulcer  strongly 
compressed.  The  packing  with  lint  is  also  necessary  to  prevent 
union  of  the  cut  edges  by  the  following  day.  Upon  the  second 
day  the  bandage  and  the  lint  are  removed.  From  then  until  a  cure 
is  effected  a  simple  water-dressing  is  applied.  The  author  states 
that  an  astonishing  change  can  be  seen  even  in  the  first  twenty- 
four  hours.  The  ulcer  which  yesterday  threw  off  quarts  of  thin, 
offensive,  ichorous  pus  furnishes  to-day  not  more  than  a  table- 
spoonful  of  thick,  non-offensive,  healthy  pus.  The  old  ulcer 
becomes  rapidly  smaller,  healing  from  the  margin  toward  the 
center,  and  is  healed  in  a  short  time;  but  the  cut  is  changed  into  a 
broad  circular  sore,  which  also  speedily  cicatrizes.  The  great 
diminution  of  the  secretion  and  other  favorable  changes  occurring 
in  the  ulcer  find  an  explanation  from  the  fact  that  the  circumcision 
has  divided  dozens  of  large,  abnormally-widened  blood-vessels. 
Time  is  thus  given  for  the  lessened  nutritive  material,  which  pre- 
viously was  carried  off  by  the  excessive  secretion,  to  be  transformed 
into  cells  and  connective  tissue;  in  other  words,  granulations  are 
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formed,  which  fill  up  and  heal  the  deep  ulcer.  Without  claiming 
this  as  a  radical  method,  the  author  assures  us  that  the  cure  is 
much  more  rapid,  and  the  cicatrix  becomes  more  elastic  and  re- 
sisting, than  in  the  ordinary  means  applied,  which  usually  require 
so  much  time  that  the  patients  depart  with  half -cured  ulcers,  soon 
to  find  themselves  in  their  previous  deplorable  condition. — Phila, 
Med,  limes. — American  I^actiUoner. 


Treatment  of  Gastralgia. 

Dr.  Joulin  {I^ance  Medicale)  strongly  advocates  for  the  treat- 
ment of  gastralgia:  1.  A  poultice  of  ice  for  ten  minutes,  morning 
and  evening,  to  the  pit  of  the  stomach;  2.  A  musiard  plaster  to 
the  same  spot  immediately  on  removing  the  ice  poultice,  to  be  kept 
on  as  long  as  possible;  3.  Pounded  ice,  to  be  taken  morning  and 
evening,  a  table-spoonful  every  five  minutes  for  one  hour;  4.  A 
mustard  bath   with  two  pounds  of  mustard  three  times  a  week. 

The  ice  of  the  poultice  is  to  be  chopped  up  in  small  bits  and 
inclosed  in  an  india-rubber  bag.  The  ice  taken  internally  must  be 
pounded  with  sugar,  or  it  may  be  prepared  by  an  ice-man  to  the 
taste  of  the  patient.  It  must  be  swallowed  down  suddenly,  and 
not  kept  in  the  mouth,  as  it  would  lose  its  coldness.  If  a  table- 
spoonful  would  be  too  much  at  a  time,  as  we  fancy  it  mostly  would, 
several  tea-spoonfuls  may  be  taken  instead.  The  mustard  bath  Dr. 
Joulin  regards  as  a  powerful  tonic. — American  Practitioner. 


Atro  »ia  In  Salivation. 

Dr.  Wilhelm  Ebstein  (Breslau),  concludes  a  paper  on  this  subject 
in  the  Berlin  Med,   Wochenschrift  June  23  as  follows: 

A  work  by  my  friend  Paul  Gurtzner  in  Pfluger's  Archiv,^ 
furnishes  the  proof  that  irritation  of  the  medula  oblongata  is 
followed  by  a  marked  increase  of  salivary  secretion  which  is 
checked  on  the  side  in  which  the  chorda  tympani  and  sympathetic 
have  been  divided;  on  the  other  hand,  it  continues  on  the  othe^ 
side,  where  both  or  one  of  these  nerves  remain  intact;  so  that  the 
assumption  of  a  salivary  centre  in  the  spinal  cord  is  justifiable.  *  * 

Of  far  greater  practical  importance  is  the  therapeutic  value  of 
atropia  in  the  treatment  of  salivation  as  experimental  investigations 
have  so  clearly  indicated.  We  have  in  atropia  a  means  which 
markedly  relieves  the  distress  of  salivation.  When  I  give  my 
patient  a  hypodermic  injection  of  0.0016  atropia,  I  assure  him  a 
perfect  night's  rest  which  would  be  else  impossible  on  his  con- 
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stantly  saturated  pillow.      In  acUivcUianj  cOropia  is  the  proper 
TKxrcotic. — ITie  Clinic^  September,  1878. 


Milksiokness  vs.  Gastritis. 

On  our  way  from  the  Cleveland  meeting  of  the  American 
Institute,  we  discovered  a  valuable  mine  of  medical  wealth.  We 
had  hoped  to  present  our  readers  some  of  the  new  ore,  fresh  from 
the  quarry;  but,  as  is  too  often  the  case,  modesty  interferes.  We 
will  give  one  specimen — one  fact,  as  it  was  told  to  us:  ^'In  our 
region.  Northern  Ohio,"  said  Dr. — ,  "  we  have  a  great  many  cases^ 
called  by  the  people  milksiokness.  Now  I  have  treated  many  of 
these  cases,  studied  the  symptoms,  watched  the  action  of  the 
sharply  indicated  remedies,  and  it  is  my  candid  opinion  that  milk- 
sickness  is  no  more  nor  less  than  inflammation  of  the  stomach. 
There  is  the  same  throbbing  at  the  precardial  region,  the  same 
retching,  the  same  thirst,  and  the  same  prominent  remedy  indicated 
— Arsenicum  album.  In  fact,  it  was  the  action  of  this  remedy 
that  led  me  to  the  above  conclusion.  The  attacks  occur  chiefly  in 
September  when  the  country  is  all  dried  up;  the  people  are  dried 
up,  and  very  bilious  (bronze)  looking;  and  a  hearty  drink  of  water, 
over-eating,  cold  etc.,  precipitates  an  attack.  The  disease,  in  both 
man  and  animals,  is  very  violent,  and  runs  a  rapid  course;  but  I 
have  been  unusually  successful  with  the  cases  coming:  into  my 
hands.  We  made  a  post  m,ortem  in  the  cases  of  animals,  and  the 
stomach  presented  evidence  of  inflammation." 

Query. — "You  had  to  grope  blindly  until  you  came  to  the 
correct  conclusion  as  to  the  pathology  of  the  disease  ?  " 

Answbb. — "  Well  no.  The  symptoms  were  clear  and  character- 
istic; similia  was  an  ample  guide — still,  it  was  more  satisfactory 
when  I  knew  the  disease,  its  course,  etc." 

Shall  we  hear  from  our  friend? — Medical  Investigator^  October, 
1873. 


INDICATIONS  FOR  BELLADONNA. 


BY    DR.    B.    P.    HTTMPHREYS,  OP  TYLER,  SKITH  CO.,  TEXAS. 


In  the  May  Number  of  the  Cin,  Ed.  Med.  Joum,,  page  343, 1  see  a  brief 
article  under  the  above  caption,  by  Dr.  CRUSfRiNB,  giving  the  symptoms, 
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dia^osts  and  prognosis  in  a  caae  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever,  of  a  congestiye 
type,  in  which  there  were  coma,  dilated  pupils,  etc.  On  account  of  the 
last  symptom,  (dilated  pupik,)  Dr.  C.  hesitates  to  use  Belladonna;  and, 
therefore,  consults  Dr.  Scuddbb,  who  tells  him  >*  that  dilaUd  pupih  is  the 
indication  for  Belladonna,  &c,"  Without  any  design  either  of  aflfirming 
or  denying  this  symptom  being  the  indication  for  Belladonna,  I  am  in- 
fluenced to  write  this  brief  report  of  a  case  I  attended  a  few  days  ago, 
hoping  it  may  interest  some  of  your  readers. 

Monday,  Aug.,  6th,  P.  M.  Called  to  N.  M.,  boy,  aged  5  years,  who  lell 
the  2nd  inst,  irom  the  top  of  a  high  fence.  Complained  at  the  time, 
of  much  pain  in  the  head  and  spine.  Weather  exceedingly  hot.  .  The 
next  day,  he  walked  with  his  parents  two  or  three  miles,  on  a  visit  to 
relatives.  Returned  home  the  14th,  inst.,  with  a  burning  fever.  Late  on 
the  evening  of  the  6th,  I  saw  him,  pulse  180;  skin  dry,  and  very  hot;  face 
flushed ;  light  coat  on  tongue ;  complained  of  great  pain  in  head  and 
spine.  His  mother  had  given  him  Pill  Hydrarg.  and  followed  with 
Sulphate  of  Magnesia.  As  there  seemed  to  be  much  determination  to  the 
nervous  centres,  I  gave  the  following . 

B     Tinct.  Verat.  Vir M.  xx. 

Fluid  Ext.  Gelseminum M.    xl. 

Water oz.  ijss.   M. 

Sig.     One  teaspoonful  every  hour  until  the  fever  begins  to  subside,  then 
at  longer  intervals. 

Tuesday  Aug.  6th,  8  o'clock  A.  M.,  to  my  surprise,  found  my  patient 
in  statu  quo.  Ordered  the  medicine  coLtinued  perseveringly  through  the 
the  day ;  called  at  night,  pulse  130;  but  more  toft  and.  compressible.  He 
had  now  sunk  into  a  profound  stupor,  from  which  it  was  alnio  t  impossible 
to  arouse  him  for  a  single  moment ;  low  mutterii  g  delirium,  subsultus 
tendinum,  &c.  Parents  anxious,  uneasy  and  much  distressed.  I  now 
began  studying  the  case  with  deep  earnestness.  Why  would  not  the 
remedies,  which  had  been  so  plainly  iadicated,  relieve  the  little  sufiierer? 
They  had  rarely  disappointed  me.  I  opened  his  closed  eye-lids.  The 
pupils  were  contracted,  I  wanted  to  use  Belladonna  for  his  comatose 
condition.  The  general  symptom,  coma,  called  for  this  remedy.  I  resolved 
to  be  governed  by  the  general  indication,  I  gave  8  drops  Tinct.  Belladona ; 
applied  cold  packs  to  head,  and  Comp.  Croton  Liniment  olong  the  spine. 
In  one  hour  and  a  quarter  he  awoke  from  his  stupor;  wanted  water; 
laughed,  talked  cheerfully  and  partook  of  some  soup  which  was  in 
readiness  for  him. 

The  flush  had  left  his  cheeks,  pulse  90;  skin  moist  and  pliant;  pupile 
fnuch  dilated.    In  2  hours  the  belladonna  was  repeated. 

At  10  P.  M.  I  left,  ordering  the  belladona  continued  in  2  drop  doses 
every  two  or  three  hours,  p.  r.  n.,  through  the  night.  After  getting  under 
the  influence  of  the  Belladonna,  he  slept  but  little-  was  rather  restless. 
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At  11  P.  M.,  he  took  Quinia  Solph.,  grs.  ij. — which  was  repeated  every  2 
hours  through  the  night.  . 

Wednesday,  Aug.  7th,  A.  M.  Patient  entirely  clear  of  fever,  and  free 
from  pain  in  the  cerebro-spinal  region.  On  account  of  his  being  so 
perfectly  relieved,  his  mother  permitted  him  to  get  ont  of  bed:  and  from 
this  imprudence  as  weU  as  exposure  to  the  sun  and  fatigue  at  play ,  at 
night  he  relapsed,  and  was  as  bad  as  ever.  Pupils  somewhat  dilaUd. . 
Coma  deep  as  last  night ;  the  Belladonna  was  again  resorted  to,  and  given 
for  a  time,  without  any  apparent  effect.  It  was  continued,  however, 
through  the  night,  being  alternated  with  the  Veratrum,  and  by  morning 
there  was  a  perfect  remission,  when  Quinia  was  freely  administered  for 
two  or  three  dajs;  and,  by  Thursday  noon,  he  was  out  of  bed — *'gay  as 
a  lark."  He  made  a  thorough  ana  rapid  recovery,  for  which  much  credit 
is  due  to  the  Belladonna,  given  upon  the  general  indication.  Let  us  hear 
from  others  on  this  subject. 


PHYSICIANS'   DIARY  FOR   1874. 


It  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  publisher  and  will  be  ready  for  delivery 
early  in  December. 

In  the  compilation  of  this  work,  our  aim  has  been  to  study  the  Wants 
of  the  physician  in  country  and  city  practice,  and  to  exclude  as  irrelevant 
all  matter  that  does  not  directly  facilitate  the  performance  of  his  daily 
routine  of  duties.  In  successive  editions  we  shall  endeavor  to  make  such 
additions  and. improvements  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  suggested. 

In  order  to  determine  how  large  an  edition  to  print,  we  wish  Physicians 
who  desire  it,  would  forward  their  orders  at  once  and  they  shall  be  served 
in  turn, 

Price  One  Dollar,  including  postage.     Orders  should  be  addressed  to 

JOURNAL  OP  MATERDL  MEDICA, 

New  Lebanon,  N.  Y. 


"♦-♦- 


Chicago,  III.,  October  28th,  1878. 
Messrs.  Tilden  &  Co.: 

Dear  Sirs: — Allow  me  to  add  my  testimony,  to  that  which  is  accumulating  so 
rapidly,  in  favor  of  your  excellent  remedies  and  compounds.  I  have  been  in 
the  habit  of  using  them  quite  extensively  in  my  practice  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  I  may  say  that  they  never  disappoint  me.  Your  Bromo-Chloralum  supplies 
a  want,  long  felt  among  the  medical  profession,  for  a  deodorizer  and  dis- 
infectant, that  is  at  once  powerful,  effective  and  agreeable  to  use.  Too  much 
cannot  be  said  in  its  prsuse,  for  the  relief  and  cm«  of  that  horribly  annoying 
and  embarrassing  affection,  offensive  perspiring  feet.  Persons,  who,  by  the 
most  constant  care  and  cleanliness,  have  been  unable  to  find  any  relief,  have 
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been  under  my  observation,  entirely  cured  by  the  dfdly  use  of  dilute  Bromo- 
Ohloralum.    I  have  also  used  it  for  a  gargle  in  offensiye  breath  proceeding  from 
chronic  affections  of  the  mouth  and  throat,  with  very  pleasing  results.      Your 
other  fluid  prtparations  I  have  used  to  quite  a  considerable  extent  in  my  practice 
with  much  satisfaction  and  I  take  pleasure  in  recommending  them  to  the 
profession.  My  motive  in  writing  you  at  this  time,  however,  is  more  particular- 
ly, to  congratulate  you  ui)on  the  success,   (in  my  hands  at  least)  of  your  Eliz. 
lodo-Bromide  Calcium  Comp.  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  using  it,  more  or 
less,  ever  since  its  introduction  into  the  market,  as  an  alterative  in  all  skin 
diseases  of  obscure  origin,  or  where  a  syphilitic  or  scrofulous  taint  was  suspect- 
ed ;  in  glandular  enlargements  of  similar  origin ;    such  as  indolent,   or  non- 
suppurative bubo  of  the  groin,  enlargement  of  the  prostate,  etc.,  and  it  has 
ever  met  my  expectations  and  requirements.  I  have  lately,  however,  had  a  case, 
where  its  use   and  success  appear  to  me  something  of  a  novelty  and  I  will 
therefore  give  you  a  brief  account  of  it.     About  one  year  ago — ^in  the  Fall  of 
'72, — I  was  called  to  see  a  patient  who  was  affected  with  commencing  goitre. 
The  patient  was  an  otherwise  healthy  appearing  female  of  about  30  years 
of  age,  with  no  scrofulous  or  syphilitic  history  that  could  be  ascertained.    The 
enlargement,  was  principally  confined  to  the  right  lobe  of  the  gland,  and  was 
about  two  thirds  as  large  as  a  hen's  %gg ;  the  left  lobe  was  also  slightly  enlarged. 
To  be  brie^  after  trying  the  usual  remedies  recommended  hi  such  cases,  m- 
cluding  the  administration  of  the  various  preparations  of  iodine,  blisters  and 
leeches  to  the  surface,  etc.,  with  no  improvement,  I  commenced,  about  three 
months  ago,  the  use  of  the  Elixir  lodo-Bromide  Calcimn  Ck)mp.  and  to-day  the 
gland  is  of  normal  size  and  consistence.      There  was  none  of  the  disturbance 
of   the   digestive    function,   so  constant    and    annoying,    during    the    ad- 
ministration of  the  ordinary  preparations  of  iodine. 

Altogether  the  effects  and  results  of  the  use  of  the  remedy,  in  this  single 
case,  have  been  very  pleasing  and  happy,  and  I  hope  to  hear,  that  it  has  proved 
as  efficacious  in  the  hands  of  others,  in  the  treatment  of  similar  cases. 

Very  Respectfully,  etc., 

EDWARD  A  TODD,  M.  D. 
Pr6f .  Physiology,  Bennett  Medical  College. 


-•-•- 


EXTRACT  FROM  LETTER  OF  QEO.  WILLIAMS,  M.  D. 

Belvidebe,  Iowa,  Oct.  81st,  '78. 

'^I  have  been  using  the  lodo-Bromide  of  Calcium  Comp.  for  about  one  year 
and  was  the  first  physician  who  introduced  it  in  practice  here — ^though  others 
witnessing  its  good  effects  m  my  hands  have  been  led  to  adopt  it  also.  I  have 
used  it  in  about  one-hundred  and  fifty  cases  where  I  deemed  such  a  medicine 
applicable,  and  have  never  yet  been  disappointed  in  its  effects.  I  think  it  is 
beyond  all  doubt  the  most  valuable  alterative  we  possess,  and  that  it  has  a 
vidder  scope  of  usefulness  than  any  remedy  I  know  of.  I  have  treated  several 
cases  of  cancerous  disease,  administering  it  internally  and  have  found  more 
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benefit  from  it  than  any  other  agent  I  have  used.  In  leucorrhoBa,  both  in- 
temallj  and  by  vaginal  application  its  use  has  been  attended  with  wonderful 
Buccess.  I  have  not  seen  a  case  of  Uterine  Leucorrhooa  (unaccompanied  jwith 
acute  inflammation)  which  did  not  yield  to  the  use  of  this  remedy*  I  use  for 
this  purpose,  mtemally,  Elixir  lodo-Bromide,  2  parts — Syr.  Sarsap,  1  part; 
as  a  vaginal  injection,  the  Solution  lodo-Bromide,  Glycerine  and  Infusion 
of  Qolden  Seal  in  proper  proportion.  I  liave  found  the  same  treatment  to  be 
very  efficacious  in  Catarrh. 

In  short,  I  consider  it  supreme  in  the  treatment  of  Leucorrhosa,  Catarrh, 
Cancerous  diseases,  Ulcerations,  Glandular  Enlargements  and  a  wide  variety 
of  skin  diseases  If  I  had  time  and  space  I  could  give  particular  details  of  the 
successful  results  following  the  use  of  the  lodo-Bromide,  in  cases  heretofore 
considered  incurable.  In  some  mstances  of  course  indications  would  sometimes 
present  themselves  requiring  the  use  of  other  remedies  in  conjunction — ^but  in 
each  the  lodo-Bromide  was  the  chief  and  successful  one  in  the  case." 


■•-♦- 


EXTRACT  FROM  LETTER  OF  Dr.   R.   H.   PHELPS. 

LnTLRTON,  Mass.,  Oct.  28th,  '78. 
''I  have  been  using  your  Disinfectant,  Bromo-Chloralum,  in  a  case  of  cancer 
in  which  the  odor  emitted  was  more  than  ordinarily'offensive.  I  had  previously 
tried  Carbolic  Acid,  Zinc  Chloride  and  other  disinfectants  without  success — ^but 
the  £>romo-unioralum  at  once  produced  the  happiest  results.  I  applied  it  full 
strength  to  the  ulcer  with  a  brush  and  then  covered  it  with  a  cloth,  well 
saturated  with  the  same.  I  dont  know  what  we  should  have  done  in  this  case 
without  it. 

EXTRACT  FROM  LETTER  OF  D.   L.   FIELD,   M.  D. 

Jeffebsonville,  Ind.,  July  29,  '73. 
''I  desire  to  say  that  I  regard  the  Elixir  of  lodo-Bromide  of  Calcium  Comp. 
as  one  among  the  best  alteratives  and  blood-depurators  in  all  the  range  of  the 
Materia  Medica." 

•  •  • 

NOTICE. 

I  will  take  a  partner,  or  dispose  of  my  practice  which  is  exclusively  office 
business,  in  a  growing  city  of  seventy  thousand  inhabitants.    Address, 

Q.  YAN  HUMMEL,  M.  D.,   Indianapolis,  lod. 


•  ♦  ♦ 


ERRATUM.— page  336— for  Dianhoea  Mixture-— read  Diarrhoea  Mixture. 


^^Correspondents  will  oblige  us  by  writing  plainly  thek  names,  Ibwriy 
County  and  State,  We  are  frequently  unable  to  answer  letters  because  these 
are  omitted. 
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Owing  to  an  insufficient  supply  of  back  numbers  of  thd  Journal  of 
Materia  Medica  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  many  enquir  les  oonceming 
particular  articles  which  have  been  referred  to  at  lengtii  in  it,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  conveying  the  information  so  often  solicited  in  regard  to 
our  medicinal  preparations  in  general,  we  issue  this  publication,  as  a 
Supplement,  appending  many  tables  desirable  and  valuable  to  the  pro- 
fession. 

The  first  edition  was  published  some  two  years  ago,  since  which  time 
we  have  added  largely  to  our  catalogue  of  medicines,  and  we  now  pre- 
sent the  profession  a  carefully  revised  and  enlarged  edition.  We  have 
purposed  to  have  it  contain  a  comprehensive  summary  of  the  action 
and  uses  ot  all  our  various  drugs,  simple  and  compoimd,  and  in  every 
grade  of  combination ;  and  they  comprise  a  large  class  of  the  most  ap 
proved  agents  in  the  materia  medica,  the  most  popular  as  well  as  effi- 
cient instruments  for  combating  disease,  including,  also,  several  combi- 
nations and  valuable  medicines,  which  are  as  yet  comparatively  new,  but 
whose  promptness  of  action  and  agreeableness,  in  a  word,  whose  remedial 
and  practical  utility  have  been  so  highly  recommended  as  to  give  them  a 
prominent  place  among  therapeutical  agents.  We  have  also  stated  the 
dese  of  each  article,  and  when  deemed  important,  the  most  palpable 
contra-indications,  incompatibles,  and  antidotes.  Our  prime  object  has 
been  to  place  before  the  physician's  eye  the  varied  medicinal  applica- 
tion of  each  remedy,  and  to  reduce  to  the  smallest  possible  bulk. 

Perhaps  there  has  been  no  time  since  we  began  the  publication  of  the 
Journal  of  Materia  Medica  when  it  was  more  sought  for  or  read  than 
at  present.  The  inducements  which  exist  under  the  present  state  of 
jiffairs  for  the  debasement  of  medical  substances  generally  demand  in- 
creased care  on  the  part  of  dealers  in  medicines,  as  well  as  on  the  part 
of  the  Profession  great  discrimination  against  deception  and  fi:uud, 
more  particularly  in  their  preparation,  into  which  enter  materials  of  high 
cost,  and  which  are  frequently  offered  at  a  cost  less  than  the  material^ 
can  bjB  purchased  for. 
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A  recent  article  in  the  Druggists'  Circular  and  Chemical  Gazette 
and  New  York  Medical  Journal,  bearmg  particularly  upon  these  points, 
being  of  interest  to  the  Profession,  we  give  entire : 

"  It  is  curious  to  compare  the  prices  current  as  issued  by  the  various 
manufacturers  of  what,  in  contradistinction  to  Chemicals,  are  called 
Pharmaceuticals.  Take,  for  instance,  the  dass  of  Fluid  Extracts,  one 
list  before  us  quotes  Fluid  Extraot  of  Sarsaparilla  (Comp.)  at  $2.85 
per  lb. ;  another  quotes  the  same  at  $1.25.  One  quotes  Fluid  Extract 
of  Buchu  at  $3.25,  another  the  same  at  $1.25,  and  so  on,  the  prices 
varying  from  twice  to  three  times  as  much  on  one  list  as  another. 
Now,  a  fluid  extract,  according  to  every  acknowledged  authority,  is 
made,  with  a  very  few  well-known  exceptions,  of  such  strength  that  for 
every  troy  ounce  of  the  drug  there  must  be  just  a  fluid  ounce  of  the 
Fluid  Extract.  This  is  the  strength  prescribed  by  the  U.  S.  Pharmaco- 
poeia, and  that  which  of  course  forms  the  basis  of  their  employment  in 
the  treatment  of  disease,  and  especially  in  making  the  other  prepara- 
tions of  the  same  drug.  Where  a  troy  ounce  of  a  drug  is  used  in  mak- 
ing a  pint  of  its  syrup,  a  fluid  ounce  of  its  fluid  extract  added  to  fifteen 
fluid  ounces  of  simple  syrup,  would  be  expected  to  furnish  a  pint  of 
syrup  of  corresponding  strength.  So  simple  and  easy  is  this  method  of 
preparing  the  weaker  liquid  preparations  used  in  medicine,  that  it  is 
now  very  much  resorted  to  by  Pharmaceutists  and  Physicians,  and  is 
recognized  in  several  instances  in  the  Pharmacopoeia.  What,  then,  is 
the  reason  that  Fluid  Extracts  differ  so  greatly  in  price  from  different 
makers  ?  Is  it  because  some  possess  facilities  for  making  them  so  much 
cheaper  than  others,  or  must  we  look  for  other  causes  ?  This,  we  think, 
can  be  answered  conclusively  thus : — Throwing  out  of  view  the  exact 
processes  laid  down  in  the  Pharmacopoeia,  to  which  some  manufacturers 
conscientiously  adhere,  there  are  only  two  considerations  which  can 
materially  affect  the  economy  of  extraction  of  drugs — these  are  the 
completeness  of  the  means  of  pressure  and  of  the  recovery  of  the  excess 
of  alcohol  employed.  At  the  present  enormous  cost  of  alcohol  it  is 
essential  that  not  a  drop  shall  be  wasted  to  secure  an  economical  result ; 
hence  most  skillful  percolation  must  be  resorted  to,  connected  with 
pressure  for  securing  every  drop  of  the  percolate,  and  then  well  adjusted 
apparatus  for  distillation  must  be  used  in  concentrating  the  liquid. 
These  requirements  are  met,  perhaps,  by  all  the  leading  manufacturers, 
and  yet  this  great  disparity  in  prices.  The  true  reason  is,  undoubtedly, 
that  some  few  manufacturers  make  these  preparations  of  full  strength, 
while  the  majority  wholly  ignore  the  standards  of  the  Pharmacopoeia, 
and  sell  preparations  of  just  such  strength  as  suits  themselves.     We 
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will  not  ask  whttner  tnis  is  justifiable  on  the  professional  ethics,  but  we 
put  it  to  the  reaaer  whether  it  is  dealing  justly  toward  that  very  large 
class  of  purchasers  who  are  led  by  names,  with  very  little  knowledge 
as  to  the  real  merits  of  a  preparation.  If  a  fluid  extract  may  represent 
one-fourth  its  weight  of  a  drug,  or  may  be  equal  to  its  own  weight, 
according  to  the  whim  of  the  maker,  what  value  can  it  have  in  any 
rational  scheme  of  medicine  1  As  to  the  interest  of  the  purchaser,  it 
evidently,  lies  in  this,  as  in  all  other  cases,  in  getting  the  best.  If  a 
man  will  ignore  the  standards  of  good  practice  in  his  manipulations, 
what  confidence  can  one  have  in  his  fairness  in  business  transactions  ? 
On  the  other  hand,  inflexible  honesty  in  manufacturing  indicates  a  sim- 
ilar principle  in  dealing.  We  should  not  think  it  necessary  to  go  over 
these  obvious  points,  but  for  the  purpose  of  calling  attention  to  an 
invariable  rule  which  may  be  applied  to  these  price  currents.  When  a 
Fluid  Extract  is  offered  at  a  given  price,  let  the  buyer  count  up  the 
cost  of  the  drug,  remembering  that  a  pint  will  take  sixteen  troy  ounces 
(equal  to  a  commercial  pound  and  two  ounces),  with  the  menstruum, 
almost  always  alcoholic,  and  which  by  every  process  is  liable  to  some 
waste,  and  the  sum  of  these  items  will  be  the  minimum  cost  of  the 
preparations.  To  get  at  the  fair  selling  price,  a  margin  must  be  added 
for  fuel  and  labor,  and  a  profit  of  not  less  than  twenty  per  cent  to  the 
manufacturer.  If  the  price  quoted  falls  much  below  this,  depend  upon 
it,  there  is  a  deficiency  somewhere,  and  the  apparent  cheapness  does  not 
imply  economy  to  the  purchaser." 

The  results  of  Competition  in  the  manufacture  of  medicines  frequently 
leads  on  to  a  kind  of  rivalry  which  can  only  be  sustained  by  low  prices 
and  adulteration.  Pure  remedies  can  not  be  sold  for  the  same  as  im- 
pure ones.  Those  who  offer  medicines  at  reduced  prices  make  their 
profits  by  adding  oflen  worthless  articles,  or  articles  that  chemically 
change  the  action  and  power  of  remedies  to  such  an  extent  that  disap- 
pointment must  necessarily  follow  their  exhibition.  The  character  of 
the  manufacturer  must  secure  character  for  his  preparations.  The 
profession  should  obtain  abetter  and  more  critical  knowledge  of  the  vari- 
ous manufacturers  J  that  due  weight  may  be  given  to  the  names  associated 
with  the  preparations  they  use,  and  shtmld  then  be  more  careful  to  observe 
that  the  authenticated  label  of  the  manufacturer  is  affixed.  The  dis- 
honest manufacturer,  no  less  than  the  itinerant  doctor,  the  quack  or 
charlatan,  is  an  imposter.  Both  by  a  system  of  false  assurances 
often  obtain  possession  pf  the  business  which  legitimately  and  hu- 
manely belongs  to  the  man  of  science  and  honest  purposes 

Tlie  price  of  Medicines  should  be  a  minor  consideration  with  the 
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physician.  His  dominant  object  should  be  to  obtain  pure  drugs,  and 
such  can  not  be  obtained  at  the  low  prices  quoted  by  some  manufactu- 
rers, as  the  crude  articles  themselves  actually  often  cost  more  than  the 
preparations  ^o  after  they  have  passed  through  the  expensive  manipula- 
tions and  processes  of  the  laboratory.  Yet  it  is  not  unfrequently  the 
case  that  physicians  are  startled  at  the  apparent  difference  in  the  price^ 
and  are  influenced  too  much  in  their  decision  in  favor  of  the  cheap  arti- 
cles, forgetting  that  they  may  not  only  be  entirely  worthless,  but  that 
the  effects  of  the  uncertainty  and  bad  quality  of  these  substances  are 
transmitted  directly  to  the  practice  of  medicine,  and  in  failing  to  fulfill 
the  indications  to  their  use  they  not  only  bring  distrust  and  discredit 
upon  both  the  science  and  art  of  medijoine,  but  also  tend  directly  to 
foster  and  uphold  the  quackeries  and  nostrums  of  the  day  in  many  ways; 
forgetting  that  perhaps  one-tourth  the  quantity  of  the  best  preparation 
would  answer  their  purpose  at  a  less  actual  cost,  and  at  the  same 
time  would  promote  their  reputation  for  success  and  skill. 

On  the  purity  of  Medicines  are  pending  numerous  and  important 
issues,  such  as  affect  the  success  and  reputation  of  the  physician,  the 
interest  of  his  patients,  the  mitigation  and  cure  of  disease,  the  hope  and 
expectation  of  anxious  friends,  and  even  in  many  instances  life  itself. 
Every  medicinal  agent  used  for  the  mitigation  or  cure  of  disease  should 
b^  given  free  from  any  adulteration,.  This  subject  presents  a  common 
interest  for  the  contemplation  of  the  profession.  Much  of  a  physician's 
success  in  obtaining  and  retaining  a  practice  must,  necessarily,  depend 
upon  the  purity  of  the  agents  he  employs.  If  they  are  spurious,  in 
consequence  of  which  the  action  and  power  are  deficient,  the  practitioner 
must  be  disappointed  in  the  treatment  of  maladies,  and  the  result  will 
almost  invariably  be  that  the  patient  and  friends  will  be  disappointed 
in  the  medical  attendant,  and  he  will  be  discharged  and  another  called 
to  administer  inthis  stead. 

The  effects  of  impure  drugs  are  not  limited  to  the  physician  and  his 
confiding  patrons,  or  even  his  patients'  friends.  Communities  have  an 
interest  at  stakej  and  the  circumstances  may  be  such  that  the  doctor 
may  have  a  public  verdict  against  him,  and  his  reputation,  however 
good,  however  meritorious  and  hard-earned,  destroyed  simply  by  the 
exhibition  of  adulterated  medicines. 

There  are  other  issues  pending,  such  as  protracted  disease  and  in- 
creased sufferings,  and  the  loss  of  life  plainly  to  be  attributed  to  this 
sole  cause.  The  laws  of  our  land  are  framed  for  the  punishment  of 
fraud  and  its  suppression,  but  no  law  has  yet  been  passed  adequate  to 
suppress  this  alarming  and  increasing  one,  the  adulteration  of  tnedi- 
cines. 
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A  counterfeit  currency  has  Iaw«  for  its  prohibition,  and  punishment 
of  the  offending  parties,  but  this  is  not  the  case  with  spurious  or  ficti- 
tious drugs.  And  yet  the  man,  who  stands  convicted  for  making  and 
passing  counterfeit  money,  has  not  committed  a  crime  ihat  should  be 
mentioned  in  relation  to  its  guilt  and  moral  turpitude,  when  contrasted 
with  that  of  manufacturing  and  vending  impure  medicines.  The  former 
has  aimed  only  to  defraud  in  money — ^the  latter  not  only  takes  your 
money  but  protracts  the  sufferings  of  disease  that  finally  end  in  prema- 
ture dissolution. 

As  health  constitutes  the  crowning  blessing  of  life,  without  which 
wealth,  applause,  and  fame  sink  into  absolute  insignificance ;  so  that 
system  of  deception  that  aims  directly  or  indirectly  at  the  destruction 
of  the  citadel  of  health  may  in  all  truth  be  said  to  constitute  the  '^  ne 
plus  ultra"  of  fraudulent  transactions,  and  to  merit  a  general  rebuke. 
This  is  a  matter  that  comes  home  to  us  all.  There  is  no  one  of  us  who 
can  claim  exemption  from  the  evils  growing  out  of  the  deterioration 
and  debasement  of  medical  substances. 

Every  plant  in  the  materia  medica  possesses  some  specific  or  general 
medicinal  principle  upon  which  its  value,  as  a  therapeutic  agent,  de- 
pends. The  various  forms  in  which  medicines  are  prepared  give 
evidence  of  difference  of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  most  appropriate  and  ^ 

effective  mode  of  administering  them,  and  no  one  class  of  pharmaceutic 
preparations  can  be  used  exclusively  in  medical  practice  to  the  rejection 
of  all  others.  Their  remedial  properties  are  due  to  some  one  or  more 
active  principles.  The  preservation  and  presentation  of  these,  in  an 
unaltered  state,  in  all  preparations,  should  be  the  aim  and  purpose  of 
the  manipulator.  The  processes  by  which  they  are  obtained,  preserved 
and  made  available  to  fulfill  the  conditions  of  their  administration,  are 
important  points  of  consideration  to  the  medical  practitioner. 

The  substance  or  crude  material  should  in  all  cases  be  analyzed,  and 
its  relation  to  a  standard  quality  ascertained,  because  it  is  a  well  as- 
certained fact  that  plants  grown  in  different  localities,  upon  moist  or 
dry  soils,  lowlands  or  uplands,  or  collected  early  or  late  in  the  season, 
vary  in  their  proximate  principles. 

To  overcome  these  contingencies  as  far  as  possible,  we  cultivate 
extensively  the  most  important  plants.  By  the  analysis  of  a  particular 
article,  and  the  soil  upon  which  it  is  proposed  to  grow  it,  the  nutriment 
necessary  to  its  perfect  development  is  determined.  Principal  among 
these  are  the  narcotics,  as  hyoscyamus,  belladonna,  stramonium,  digita-  I 

lis,  (Sec.     All  these  are  limited  to  a  certain  state  or  condition  of  growth  || 
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for  manufacturing  purposes,  and  are  used  in  the  recent  state.  As  many 
of  the  principles  of  plants  are  of  a  volatile  and  delicate  nature,  readily 
injured  by  heat,  causing  a  conversion  of  fixed  soluble  principles  into 
insoluble  and  inert  compounds,  we  early  adopted  the  process  of  evapo- 
ration at  a  low  temperature  in  receivers  from  which  the  air  is  e^austed 
by  an  air  pump. 

Solid  or  Pilular  Extracts  should  represent  all  the  active  medici- 
nal principles  of  the  plant  from  whence  they  are  derived.  These  may 
be  an  alkaloid,  resinoid,  acid,  volatile  or  fixed  oil,  oleo-resin,  or  a  neutral 
principle,  (without  acid  or  alkaline  reaction),  separate  or  combined,  and 
should  be  preserved  in  their  natural  relations,  so  that  the  therapeutical 
effect  shall  be  the  same  as  the  crude  material.  By  an  accurate  analysis 
of  the  plant,  the  menstruum  and  manipulation  can  be  adapted  to  the 
peculiar  characteristics  of  its  active  constituents,  and  their  preservation 
by  evaj-koration  in  a  vacuum  rendered  more  certainly  than  by  any  other 
known  process.  They  may  be  of  the  pilular  consistence,  or  by  further 
drying,  brought  to  a  powdered  state,  and  in  that  form  present  all  the 
active  medicinal  or  positive  medical  constituents  of  the  plant  in  a  very 
concentrated  form. 

Inferior  or  sophisticated  preparations  consist  chiefly  in  the  employ- 
ment of  crude  materials  rejected  as  unfit  for  any  other  purpose,  either 
old  or  worm  eaten — ^the  admixture  of  gum  and  starch  to  give  the 
required  consistence,  or  keep  up  the  general  average  of  production,  or 
as  one  of  many  instances,  the  use  of  cichorium  intybus  for  leontodon 
taraxacum,  or  solanum  nigrum  for  atropa  belladonna. 

Fluid  Extracts  vary  from  the  preceding  class  in  degree  of  concen- 
tration. The  general  principles  observed  in  their  preparation  are  the 
same,  but  the  process  by  which  the  medicinal  properties  of  the  plant 
are  exhibited  in  the  fluid  form,  admits  of  the  preparation  being  made  of 
any  required  standard  of  strength,  definite  and  uniform  as  regards  the 
amount  of  active  medicinal  principles  represented  by  any  given  quan- 
tity, held  in  solution  so  as  to  form  clear  preparations.  Conceding  fluid 
extracts  to  be  made  from  materials  of  standard  quality,  and  by  processes 
calculated  to  exhibit  the  activity  of  the  plants  they  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  practitioner  by  supplying  a  strength  of  preparation  inter- 
mediate between  the  solid  extract  and  the  tincture — avoid  the  unneces- 
ary  bulk  of  in|usions — the  imcertainty  of  decoctions — ^the  stimulation 
modifying  the  therapeutical  action  of  many  tinctures — ^are  with  great 
facility  taken  into  the  system,  requiring  little  or  no  digestion — act  as 
soon  as  administered,  and  when  immediate  efifect  of  medicine  is  desired. 
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are  the  best  forms  in  which  it  can  be  employed.  The  physician  is 
enabled  to  regulate  the  dose  "Mth  grater  ease  and  oeitainty,  and  for 
convenience  in  calculating  doses,  they  are  generally  made  of  the 
strength  of  one  pound  of  the  drug  to  one  pint  of  fluid — are  capable  of 
ready  combination,  or  of  converting  into  tinctures,  syrups  and  infusions 
for  purposes  of  further  combination. 

Alkaloids  and  Resinoids. — They  purport  to  be  the  active  principles 
of  the  plants,  and  have  the  same  relation  to  the  plants  whence  they  are 
derived,  that  quinia  does  to  the  cinchonas,  and  morphia  to  opium.  The 
alkaloids  possess  all  and  the  same  properties  with  the  mineral  alkalies  - 
they  crystalize,  turn  red,  blue  litmus  paper,  and  combining  with  acids 
form  perfectly  defined  salts.  The  discovery  of  these  principles,  ordi- 
arily  designated  resinoids,  is  more  reoent,  and  only  up  to  a  certain 
point  do  they  possess  the  peculiar  characteristics  of  resins.  Jalapin 
forms  an  exception.  Many  of  these  agents,  styled  indifferently  alka- 
loids or  resinoids,  do  not  present  any  marked  acid  or  alkaline  character- 
istics, such  as  piperine,  asparagine,  glycyrrkizine,  dtc.  These  substances 
are  more  numerous  than  the  resins,  properly  so-called. 

It  is  oflen  necessary  when  these  principles  have  been  reduced,  to 
combine  with  them  sugar  of  milk  or  the  powder  of  the  same  drug,  to 
secure  an  impalpable  powder,  because  they  are  oflen  oleaginous  in  their 
character.  This  fact,  w^hen  it  occurs,  is  distinctly  stated  upon  the  bottle^ 
and  the  quantity  always  increased  in  proportion  to  the  admixture,  that 
each  bottle  shall  contain  one  ounce  of  the  active  principle. 

These  agents  are  subject  to  much  adulteration;  but  the  tests  are  sim- 
ple and  easy.  Concentrated  preparations  proper,  or  alkaloid  and  resin- 
oids,  should  be  carefully  distinguished  from  the  alcoholic  and  hydro^ 
alcoholic  extracts,  dried  and  powdered,  of  which  large  quantities  are 
being  made  and  sold  for  them.  However  convenient  and  valuable 
they  may  be  09  a  class,  they  are  preparations  which  should  be  sold  at 
only  a  small  advance  from  the  cost  of  the  solid  extracts ;  and  it  is  due 
to  the  physician  that  he  understands  definitely  whether  he  is  adminis 
tering  the  medicinal  principles  of  a  drug  in  an  isolated  form,  or  in  the 
form  of  a  powdered  solid  extract — at  the  same  time  he  should  not  be 
charged  the  price  of  the  former  whil<»  dispensing  the  latter. 
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AoonittLih  Napellns. 

{Aconite.) 

The  aconite  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  powerful  and  reli- 
able of  the  acro-narcotics.  Its  action  on  the  nervous  system  in 
medicinal  doses  is  that  of  a  direct  sedativa  It  differs  firom  opium 
and  its  preparatiojis,  in  being  more  concentrated  and  uniform  in 
its  action  and  possesses  another  advantage  in  its  freedom  from  any 
tendency  to  unduly  excite  the  nervous  system,  or  to  produce  con- 
stipation. Aconite  gives  good  results  in  almost  the  entire  range 
of  neuralgic  affections,  and  in  those  obscure  complications  of  rheu- 
matism and  neuralgia,  in  which  there  is  freedom  from  local  or 
constitutional  trouble,  independent  of  the  nervous  derangement 
It  is  much  employed  in  the  treatment  of  gout,  scrofula,  seconda- 
ry •syphilis,  scirrnus  and  certain  cutaneous  diseases,  amaurosis, 
paralysis,  epilepsy,  intermittent  fevers,  diseases  of  the  heart,  in 
mflammation  of  the  brain  and  its  meninges,  of  the  throat,  of  the 
lungs  and  pleura,  peritoneum,  intestinal  mucous  membrane, 
whether  attended  with  dysentery  or  diarrhea,  in  erysipelas,  acute 
comeitis  and  conjunctivitis,  &c.  Dr.  Preston  says :  "  I  have  used  it 
for  five  years,  during  which  time  I  have  repeatedly  exhibited  it 
in  various  neuralgiao,  and  other  neuropathic  diseases,  and  have 

?et  to  find  a  case  it  did  not  cure."  Dr.  Stewart,  of  Peekakill,  N. 
'.,  writes :  "  In  acute  rheumatism  it  is  a  valuable  remedy  given 
in  conjunction  with  vin.  colcL  sem.,  in  the  dose  of  five  minims  of 
the  former  to  half  a  dram  of  the  latter.  It  is  almost  my  main  re- 
liance in  that  disease."    It  should  be  administered  with  caution, 
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and  ior  greater  accuracy  the  fluid  extract  should  be  diluted.     See 
Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  Nov.  1866. 

CbrUra-indiccUions.  —  Chlorotic,  anaemic  and  paralytic  affections. 
Great  depression  of  nervous  energy  and  brain,  of  the  vital  powers. 
Hemorrhagic  irritability  and  feebleness  of  the  circulation.  Me- 
chanical impediment  to  the  passage  of  the  blood,  particularly 
through  the  neart  and  lungs.  • 

PBBP  A  RATIONS. 

Flaid  Eztrftct  Leaves, Dose.  2  to  8  drops. 

"            "       Root, "  8to8    " 

Solid       "       "  i  to  1  grain. 

Pills,  i  grain, "  1  to  4. 

"    i     **     **  1  to  2. 

"    1      "     "  1  to  2. 

"    01  Aoonitine,  1-60  part  of  a  grain, **  1. 

Achillea  Millefolium. 

(  Yarrow.) 

Mild  aromatic  tonic,  anti-spasmodic  and  astringent  Employed 
in  intermittents,  flatulent  colic  ^nd  nervous  affiections,  for  the  sup- 

E)res3i()n  of  hemorrhages  and  of  profuse  mucous  discharges,  and  in 
ow  forms  of  exanthematous  fevers  with  difficult  eruptiona 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  i  to  1  dram. 

« 

Alnus   Rubra. 

{Tag  Alder.) 

Alterative,  emetic,  and  astringent  Useful  in  scrofula,  seconda- 
ry syphilis,  and  several  forms  of  cutaneous  disease.  Its  astrin- 
gent properties  render  it  useful  in  hematuria,  and  other  hemor- 
rhages. The  alnuin  possesses  alterative,  tonic,  and  astringent 
powers,  and  is  recommended  in  herpes,  syphilis,  scorbutus,  scrofu- 
la, impetigo,  &a     See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  1. 

PREPARATFONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to  2  drams. 

Alnuin "    1  to  8  grains. 

Angelica  Atropurpurea. 

{Angelica  Soot) 

Aromatic,  stimulant  carminative  and  diilretic ;  used  in  flatulent 
colic,  heart-bum,  in  diseases  of  the  \mnary  organs  and  passive 
dropsy  as  a  diuretic  with  uva  ursi,  and  eupatorium  purpurewm^ 
and  as  a  popular  remedy  to  promote  menstruation. 
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PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  i  to  1  dnin. 


Anthexnis  Nobilis. 

{Chamomile,)  • 

Tonic,  alterative  and  emetic.  Given  in  small  doses  its  tonic 
and  alterative  properties  are  manifest;  in  laree  ones  it  is  emetic. 
Used  in  dyspepsia,  intermittent  and  typhns  fevers,  in  flatulence, 
a)lic,  spasms  of  the  stomach,  hysteria,  nervous  diseases,  and  in 
painful  dysmenorrhea.  It  improves  the  digestive  organs,  and  is 
recommended  as  an  anti-periodic,  and  as  an  agent  for  preventing 
suppurations  in  phlegmonous  erysipelas  and  in  phthisis.  M. 
Ozanam  affirms  oi  it  tne  great  virtue  of  preventing  suppurations 
when  the  evil  has  not  advanced  too  far,  and  of  drying  them  up 
where  they  have  existed  for  a  long  time.  He  says :  "  Chamomile 
in  large  doses  will  be  indicated  in  the  prevalent  diathesis  of  am- 
putation, in  puerperal  fever,  in  plegmonous  erysipelas — ^in  fact, 
in  every  case  m  wnich  it  is  desired  to  prevent  too  aoundant  or  too 
long  continued  suppurations." 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  i  to     1  dram. 

Solid      '*       **    4  to    20  grains. 

Pilte,  2  grains '*     1  to      4. 


ApocyniLm  Androssdmifolinm. 

{Bitter  Boot) 

Alterative,  diuretic,  diaphoretic,  emetic,  tonic  and  laxative. 
Valuable  in  the  treatment  of  chronic,  hepatic  aflfections,  dyspep- 
sia, amenorrhea,,  rheumatism,  syphilitic  affections,  scrofula,  jaun- 
dice and  dropsy.  In  doses  of  forty  to  sixtv  grains  of  the  root 
pulverized,  it  promptly  produces  emesis,  with  little  previous  nau- 
Ae&.  The  extract  may  be  given  in  from  two  to  eight  grain  doses, 
and  repeated  as  circumstances  might  require.  See  Journal  of 
Materia  Medica,  Oct,  1866. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  tonic,  10  to  20  drops. 

"        **       "  diaphoretic,  15  to  25  drops. 

•*        "       "  emetic,  i  to  1  dram. 

Solid      *•       "  2  to  8  grains. 

Apocynin "  i  to  2 

Pills  of  Apocynin,  1  grain, **  1  to  2. 

''      Extract  Apocynum,  2  grains. . .  **  1  to  4. 


I  N 
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Apocyntun  Cannabintim. 

{Indian  Hemp.) 

Tonic,  alterative,  powerftd  emeto-cathartic,  diaphoretic,  expecto- 
rant, inducing  a  tenaency  to  sleep,  independent  of  the  exhaustioB 
consequent  upon  vomiting.  The  evacuations  brought  on  by  it 
are  large,  feculent,  watery,  and  are  sticceeded  by  perspiration.  It 
is  a  most  powerful  hydra^ogue,  cathartic,  and  muretia 

It  acts  so  powerfullv  m  draining  the  system,  that  Dr.  Bush 
called  it  the  "vegetable  trocar.'^  Ih*.  Valentine  Mott  used  it  in 
dropsy,  among  his  clinical  patients.  It  is  suited  to  tonic  dropsy, 
being  too  active  for  cases  of  an  atonic  character*,  where  iron  is  ad- 
visable. 

Dr.  Enapp  gave  it  in  intermittent  fever,  pneumonic  affections, 
dysentery,  and  as  an  alterative  in  enteritia  As  a  tonic,  it  is  ad- 
mirably calculated  to  improve  the  tone  of  the  digestive  apparatus, 
and  through  this  medium  produces  a  corresponding  enect  upon 
^e  Rcnersu  system. 

The  following  extract  is  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Griscom :  "  The 
indian  hemp,  when  taken  internally,  appears  to  have  four  differ- 
ent and  distinct  operations  upon  the  system :  1st,  as  an  emetic  ; 
2d,  as  a  purgative ;  8d,  as  a  sudorific ;  4th,  as  a  diuretia  Each 
3f  these  effects  it  produces  almost  invariably.  Its  first  operation, 
when  taken  into  the  stomach,  is  that  of  producing  nausea,  if  ffiven 
in  sufficient  c^uantit^  (which  need  not  be  large),  and  if  this  is  in- 
creased, vomiting  wiD  be  the  result  It  veiy  soon  evinces  its  ac- 
tion upon  the  peristaltic  motions  of  the  prima  via,  by  producing 
copious  feculent  and  watery  dischaiges,  particularly  the  latter; 
which  action,  when  once  excited,  is  very  easilv  continued  by  the 
occasional  administration  of  a  wineglass-ful  of  the  infusion.  The 
next  operation  of  this  remedy  is  upon  the  skin,  when  it  displays 
its  sudorific  properties  often  in  a  veir  remarkable  manner.  tJopi- 
ous  perspiration  almost  invariablv  follows  its  exhibition,  to  which 
effect  is,  in  a  great  measure,  attributed  by  some,' the  powerful  in- 
fluence it  exercises  over  the  various  forms  of  dropsy.  The  activi- 
ty of  its  diuretic  properties  does  not  appear  to  be  so  great  in  many 
instances  as  in  otners.  In  some  cases,  the  urinary  secretion,  al- 
though somewhat  increased  in  quantity,  is  not  such  as  to  be  com- 
mensurate, with  the  effect  produced  on  the  disease  by  the  exhibi- 
tion of  the  medicine.  In  other  instances,  its  diuretic  operation 
has  been  more  manifest,  causing  very  profuse  discbarges  of  urine, 
and  m  a  very  short  time  relieving  the  overloaded  tissues  of  their 
burden." 

In  typhoid  fever,  during  the  convalescing  stages,  it  is  used  in 
combination  with  hydrastin  or  gentian.  Tne  wine  of  apocynum 
is    an  excellent  form   for  administering  this  remedy  in  cases  of 
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dropsy,  in  that  while  apocynum  is  producing  its  peculiar  eftects, 
the  wine  both  assists  it  by  its  tonic  properties  and  keeps  up  the 
vigor  oi  the  system.  See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  Aug.,  1861, 
Oct,  186(5. 

PRBPA&ATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  tonic,      6  to  16  drops. 

**    emetic,  20  to  80       ** 

Solid      »*       "  1  to    5  grains. 

Pills,  1  gfain "  1    to  8 

« 

Aralia  Hispida. 

{Dwarf  Elder.) 

Sudorific,  diuretic,  and  alterative.  Is  r0|Karded  as  very  valua- 
ble in  dropsy,  gravel,  and  in  suppression  of  urine.  Dr.  reck,  of 
Mass.,  recommends  it  as  a  diuretic  in  dropsy,  particularly  so  as 
more  acceptable  to  the  stomach  than  other  remedies  of  the  same 
class. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to  2  drams. 

Aralia  Racemosa. 

{Spikenard.) 

Alterative  and  gently  stimulant  Used  in  cutaneous,  rheumatic 
and  syphilitic  affections,  and  in  pulmonary  diseases. 

Recommended  as  having  been  administered  with  considerable 
success  in  dropsies. 

Michaux  cites  it  as  sudoiifia  Dr.  Sarrazin  makes  mention  of 
it  as  very  useful  as  a  cataplasm  in  inveterate  ulcers. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to  8  drams. 

Arctostaphylos  Uva  Ursi, 

{Uva  Ursi,) 

Astringent,  tonic  and  diuretic.  As  an  astringent,  it  is  appli- 
cable to  all  the  purposes  for  which  astringents  are  used,  as  in 
chronic  diarrhea  ana  d^ntery,  diabetes  and  menorrhagia.  Its 
principal  use,  however,  is  in  chronic  affections  of  the  Iddneys 
and  urinary  passages,  in  vesical  catarrh,  chronic  gonorrhea, 
gleet,  leucorrhea,  incontinence  of  urine,  strangury,  and  in  exces- 
sive mucous  discharges.    In  gonorrhea,  with  bloody   and  mu- 
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C0U8  discharges,  and  pain  in  the  vesical  region,  it  speedily  allays 
all  these  anpleasant  symptoms.  Dr.  Harris,  of  Fayette,  Alabama, 
prefere  it  to  ergot,  in  ite  property  of  promoting  uterine  contrac- 
tion. Dr.  De  Beauvais  says  he  has  seen,  amon^  other  facts,  the 
uva  ursi  arrest,  in  a  young  hysterical  woman,  in  about  half  an 
hour  from  the  first  dose,  a  very  severe  vesical  tenesmua  The 
same  thing  occurred  with  a  person  with  hemorrhoids,  blenorrha- 
gia,  and  varices  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder.  For  farther  remarks, 
see  Journal  of  Materia  Medica  for  1868,  and  1859. 

Incompatibles.  —  Salts  of  iron  and  lead,  gelatin,  tartar  emetic, 
nitrate  of  silver,  and  infusion  of  yellow  cinchona. 

PREPARATIOKS. 

Fluid  EJxtract *. Doee,  i  to    1  dram. 

SoUd      " "      5  to  16  grains. 

Pills,  2  grains "      2  to    7. 


.  Aristolochia  Serpentaria. 

{Snake  Boot) 

Stimulant,  tonic,  diaphoretic  and  diuretic.  In  typhoid  febrile 
conditions,  in  cases  where  active  stimulation  can  not  be  borne, 
it  will  be  found  very  available.  As  a  gargle,  it  is  valuable  in 
malignant  sore  throat  In  dyspt- psia,  it  has  been  employed  as  a 
tonic,  and  has  proved  useful  in  amenorrhea,  Sydenham  men- 
tioned serpentaria  as  a  remedy  for  intermittent  fever.  Some  at- 
tribute to  it  anthelmintic  properties.  It  has  been  employed  as 
a  diaphoretico-diuretic  in  rheumatism. 

Dr.  Geo.  D.  Wheldon  speaks  highly  of  its  alterative  proper- 
ties in  certain   cutaneous  diseases. 

It  is  said  to  add  much  to  the  efl&cacy  of  cinchona.  See  Journal 
of  Materia  Medica,  June,  1860. 

•  PREPABATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  i  to  i  dram. 


Arnica  Montana. 

{Arnica) 

The  first  eifect  from  the  operation  of  this  medicine  is  an  irrita- 
tion of  the  digestive  organs,  marked  by  a  sense  of  heaviness  in 
the  epigastric  region,  nausea,  and  sometimes  vomiting,  but  these 
soon  pass  off  if  the  medicine  is  persisted  in,  in  moderate  doses. 
The  second  effect  is  manifest  on  the  skin,  and  the  entire  nervous  d 

system,  by  headache,  more  or  less  severe,  by  spasmodic  move- 
ments, tingling  and  pricking  of  the  limbs,  and  a  sort  of  contrac 
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tion  in  the  respiratory  musclea  It  is  a  very  energetic  stimulant. 
In  small  doses,  it  accelerates  the  pulse,  promotes  perspiration,  in- 
creases the  secretions  of  the  kidneys,  &c.  In  Germany,  it  is  used 
.  as  a  stimidant  in  typhoid  fever  and  other  adynamic  febrile  dis- 
eases, in  chronic  palsy  and  amenorrhea ;  also  as  a  tonic  in  rheu- 
matism, and  as  a  tonic  and  diuretic  in  the  asthenic  forms  of  drop- 
sy. It  has  proved  very  useful  in  intermittent  fever,  also  in  nyc- 
talopia and  amaurosis,  and  in  that  disordered  condition  of  the 
system  which  succeeds  concussion  of  the  brain  &om  &lls  and 
blows.  It  has  been  recommended  in  diarrhea,  dysentery,  neph- 
ritis, gout,  chlorosis  and  diseases  where  there  is  debility,  tor- 
por or  inactivity  of  function. 

Externally,  it  is  used  in  the  form  of  a  fomentation,  or  diluted 
tincture  or  fluid  extract  to  prevent  or  discuss  local  inflammation, 
and  to  prevent  ecchymosis. 

See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  1. 

Antidotes. — ^Vegetable acids  are  recommended  to  counteract  its' 
poisonous  eiFects. 

Oontra-indications.  —  Inflammatory  and  hemorrhagic  diathesia 
Internal  congestion. 

Incompatibles, — Sulphates  of  iron  and  zinc,  acetate  of  lead,  mine- 
ral acids,  &C. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Doae,  10  to  60  drops. 


Artemisia  Absinthium. 

( Wbrmioood.) 

Anthelmintic,  tonic  and  narcotic.  Used  in  intermittent  fever, 
jaundice,  and  for  worms.  It  is  also  used  to  promote  the  api)etite 
m  atonic  dyspepsia,  amenorrhea,  chronic  leucorrhea,  obstinate 
diarrhea,  etc.  Combined  with  a  fixed  alkaline  salt,  it  proves 
powerfully  diuretic.  Externally  it  is  useful  in  fomentations .  for 
bruises  and  local  inflammations,  and  has  been  advised  as  an  ex- 
ternal application  in  chronic  affections  of  the  abdominal  viscera, 
either  in  the  form  of  tincture,  infusion  or  poultice.  Said  also  to 
possess  emmenagogue  properties. 

/ncoTnpo^fea.— Sulphate  of  iron  and  zinc,  acetate  of  lead,  ni- 
trate of  silver,  tartar  emetic 

PBEPABATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  5  to  40  drops. 

Solid        "       "    3to    Sgrains. 
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Abrotannm. 

{Southemuxxxi) 

Tonic  and  anti-spasmodic.   Employed  in  intermittents  to  promote 
the  appetite,  in  atonic  dyspepsia,  and  in  debilitated  conoition  of  • 
the  digestive  organa     Formerly  employed  with  success  to  expel 
worms,  to  prevent  their  formation  and  aevelopment ;  well  worth  a 
trial  in  visceral  obstructions,  jaundice,  and  hypochondriasis. 

PBEPABATIOM. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  30  to  60  dropa. 


Artemisia  Vulgails. 

{Mugivort) 

Anthelmintic,  tonic,  and  deobstruent ;  is  reputed  beneficial  in 
epilepsy,  hysteria,  and  amenorrhoea  Employed  often  as  an  em- 
menagogue,  and  in  intermittent  fevers ;  externally  used  in  fo- 
mentations for  bruises  and  local  inflammations. 

Dr.  Burdach,  of  Germany,  some  years  since,  recommended  this 
agent  to  the  profession,  as  potent  in  epilepsy. 

Dr.  Neumeister,  of  Ameburg,  has  used  mugwort,  in  connec- 
tion with  assafoetida,  with  marked  success,  in  chorea. 

It  is  pronounced,  by  some,  efficient  in  the  convulsive  diseases 

of  chilahood. 

prepIration. 
Fluid  Extract Dose,  20  to  40  drops. 


Arum   TriphylhiTn. 

{Wtla  Turnip,) 

Acrid,  expectorant,  diaphoretia     It  has  been  advantageously 

Siven  in  asthma,  pertussis,  chronic  catarrh,  chronic  rheumatism, 
atulence,  croup,  stomatitis,  chronic  laryngitis,  bronchitis,  low 
stages  of  typhus  fever,  and  various  diseases  connected  with  a  ca- 
chectic state  of  the  system. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid    Extract, Dose,  10  to  20  Drops. 

Aspidium  Filix  Mas. 

{Male  Fern.) 

Its  specific  property  is  anthelmintic  The  accounts  of  its  effi- 
cacy in  the  treatment  of  tapeworm  are  too  numerous  to  admit  of 
any  reasonable  doubt  on  the  subject  Dr  Peschieb  stated  that 
in  the  course  of  nine  months  150  tape  worms  had  been  expelled 
by  the  extract  Dr  Ebers  found  it  completely  successful  in 
eight  casea  M.  Ronsel  never  found  it  to  mil.  Its  use  should 
be  followed  by  a  purgative. 
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PBEPAB^TIOKS. 


Fluid  Extract Dose,  2  to    4  drams. 

SoUd      "      , "     9tol6graina 

Pills,  2  grains. "     4  to    7. 

Asclepias  Incamata. 

(  White  Indian  Hernp,) 

Alterative,  diaphoretic,  and  diuretia  Dr.  Wm-  Hauser,  of 
Georgia,  has  used  it  with  the  happiest  results  in  many  forms  of 
fever,  but  regards  it  especially,  as  equal  to  anything  now  known, 
in  the  treatment  of  gonorrhoea  and  syphiUs.  He  has  used  it  with 
little  regard  to  the  stage  of  the  disease,  and  with  the  best  success. 
Prof  Tully  re<iommends  it  in  catarrh,  asthma,  syphilis,  rheuma- 
tism, and  worms.     Reputed  by  many  to  be  emetic  and  cathartia 

Dr.  King  regards  it  as  possessing  anthelmintic  properties,  and 
as  useful  in  chronic  mucous  diseases  of  the  stomach.  See  Journal 
of  Materia  Medica,  Oct,  1861. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  20  to  40  drops. 

Solid       "      "       8  to    6  grains 


Asclepias  Tuberosa. 

{Pleurisy  Boot) 

Diaphoretic,  expectorant,  carminative,  diuretic,  tonic  and  anti- 
spasmodic. Used  in  pleurisy,  pneimionia.  catarrh,  febrile  dis- 
eases, acute  rheumatism  and  dvsentery.  Useful  in  indigestion, 
and  in  all  cases  of  flatus  in  adults  and  children.  It  is  said  that  a 
number  of  cases  of  prolapsus  uteri  have  been  cured  under  the  use 
of  one  ounce  of  pleurisy  root  mixed  with  half  an  ounce  of  the 
root  of  aUtris  farinosa^  and  given,  in  dram  doses,  three  times  a  day. 
It  is  said  to  have  been  prescribed  with  favorable  effect  in  catarrh, 
bronchitis  and  other  pulmonary  complaints,  where  it  was  neces- 
sary to  determine  to  the  skin,  and  at  the  same  time  promote  free 
expectoration.  Dr.  Parker,  of  Massachusetts,  employed  it  with 
great  success,  for  twenty  years,  in  dysentery.  A  pUl  composed 
of  equal  parts  of  asdepidin  and  dioscorein^  will  be  found  very 
beneficial  m  flatulency,  Dorborygmi,  and  where  persons  are  sub- 
ject to  flatulent  or  bilious  colic.  See  Journal  of  Materia  Med- 
ica, Oct  1861. 

PBEPARATIOKS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  i  to  2  drams. 

Asdepidin *'    1  to  6  grains. 

Pills  of  Asdepidin,  1  grain '*    1  to  6. 
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Atropa  Belladonna. 

{Belladonna.) 

Remedial  Employment. — Tumors. — There  is  abundant  evi- 
dence in  favor  of  its  efSLcacy  in  discussing  glandular  affections, 
particularly  in  engorgements  of  the  breasts,  and  in  scrofulous  tu- 
mors and  swellings  of  the  joints;  employed  both  internally 
and  externally.  In  Bbaithwaite's  Retrospect,  Part  88,  p.  175, 
it  is  recommended  in  the  form  of  an  ointment  as  a  convenient 
application  to  carbuncles  or  boils.  Dubois  remarks  that  bella- 
donna alleviates,  more  than  any  other  remedy,  the  pains  of  can- 
cer, and  cures  sometimes,  if  not  cancer,  diseases  closely  resem- 
bling it. 

Neuralgia. — M.  Trouseau  employed  belladonna  successfully 
in  the  treatment  of  this  disease.  He  administered  the  extract  in 
one- fifth  of  a  grain  every  hour  until  vertigo  was  produced.  Then 
the  frequency  of  the  doses  is  to  be  diminished,  but  their  impres- 
sion ought  to  be  maintained  for  several  days,  or  until  no  trace 
of  the  attack  remains.  Dr.  Hutchinson,  of  Nottingham,  pre- 
scribed this  agent  three  times  a  day,  beginning  with  one-quarter 
of  a  grain,  gradually  increasing  the  dose  to  one  ^rain.  Copland 
says  that  belladonna  is  one  of  the  most  successful  remedies  for  the 
relief  and  cure  of  this  class  of  diseases. 

It  will  be  found  advantageous  many  times,  to  give  it  in  combi- 
nation with  quinine,  or  with  some  of  the  preparations  of  if  on.  It 
is  recommenaed  to  be  employed  internally  and  externally.  Dr. 
Hunt  has  an  excellent  paper  on  this  disease,  in  Braithwaite's 
Retrospect,  Part  10,  and  nis  main  reliance  for  a  cure  is  belladonna. 

Spamiodic  Diseases. — Belladonna  relieves  the  pain  consequent 
upjon  spasm  of  the  sphincter  ani  muscle.  Dupcytren  employed 
this  ointment  combined  with  acetate  of  lead,  and  presumed  that 
its  efficacy  depended  upon  its  direct  power  of  preventing  con- 
striction of  the  sphincter.  It  will  be  found  valuable  in  convul- 
sions, spasms,  epilepsy,  puerperal  convulsions,  whooping  cough, 
chorea,  mania,  paralysis,  amaurosis,  rheumatism,  gout,  dysmen- 
orrhea, obstinate  intermittents,  rigidity  of  the  os  uteri,  and  all 
diseases  in  which  the  nervous  system  is  involved. 

Spasm  of  the  urethra^  is  also  stated  to  have  been  overcome, 
so  as  to  permit  the  escape  of  calculi  from  the  bladder,  by  means  of 
friction  with  extract  oi  belladonna  upon  the  perineum. 

Incontinence  of  Urine. — MORAND,  Trousseau,  Blache,  Bre- 
TONNEAU,  Broke,  Hutchinson,  Hewson,  and  Condib  attest  to 
its  efficacy  in  curing  this  infirmity.  The  Medical  Times  and 
Gazette  also  make  favorable  allusion  to  its  use  in  this  connection. 

Whooping  Cough. — Give  to  a  child,  three  years  old,  afflicted 
with  this   malady,  three  drops  of  fluid  extract  of  belladonna 
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three  times  a  day.  Increase  or  diminish  the  dose  to  correspond 
to  the  age  or  susceptibility  of  the  patient  By  adding  half  a  grain 
of  sulphate  of  zinc  to  each  dose,  or  a  drop  or  two  of  nitric  acid, 
the  cure  will  be  more  speedily  accomplished.  Let  the  eflfect  on 
the  eye  be  the  index  for  graduating  the  dose. 

Constipation. — Troitssbau  declares  belladonna  to  be  the  reme- 
dy par  excellence  for  habitual  constipation.  Give  it,  in  doses  of  a 
quarter  of  a  grain,  two  or  three  times  in  twenty-four  hours. 
Copland  reoommenas  small  doses  of  belladonna  in  alvine  ob- 
structions. 

Strangulated  Hernia. — In  spasmodic  affections  in  which  there 
is  paroxysmal  muscular  contractions,  belladonna  has  been  benefi- 
cially employed.  David  reports  two  cases  in  which  the  internal 
use  of  this  remedy  led  to  the  reduction  of  strangulated  hernia, 
which  seemed  to  demand  an  operation.  He  gave  half  a  grain  of 
the  extract  every  half  hour,  in  one  case  three,  and  in  the  other 
four  doses  were  taken.  In  the  Gazette  Hebdomaire,  is  reported 
a  case  of  inguinal  hernia,  which  was  relieved  after  taxis  had  failed, 
by  the  administration  of  the  extract  of  belladonna  in  three  or  four 
grain  doses  every  half  hour.  The  tincture  of  belladonna  was 
also  employed  locally  by  means  of  a  flax-seed  poultice. 

Dysmenorrhea. — Give  one-fourth  of  a  grain  of  extract  of  bella- 
donna with  one  grain  of  sulphate  of  zinc  eyery  two  or  three 
hours  until  the  pain  ceases.  Increase  the  dose  if  necessary.  Ap- 
ply it  also  externally  in  the  shape  of  a  plaster  of  the  simple  ex- 
tract spread  on  adhesive  plaster. 

Rigidity  of  the  Uterus  during  Labor. — This  may  reidily  be  con- 
trolled by  an  ointment  made  .of  belladonna  and  lard,  and  with 
the  finger  apply  it  to  the  mouth  of  the  uterus.  In  the  American 
Med.  Monthly  may  be  found  a  paper  of  B.  F.  Barker's  on  bel- 
ladonna shortening  labor.  Dr.  Barker  gives  a  table  of  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-seven  cases  of  labor,  in  which  this  remedy  had 
been  used  for  dilating  the  os  externum  by  comparatively  pain- 
less contractions. 

Laryngitis. — Dr.  Stills  says  that  this  agent  app  led  to  a  blis- 
tered surfiwe  appears  to  have  been  promptly  and  completely  ef- 
ficient in  some  cases  of  laryngitis  which  displayed  more  or  less  of 
a  spasmodic  element.  Give  it  internally  in  this  complaint,  in 
doses  of  half  a  grain  of  the  extract  once  in  six  hours. 

Tetanus. — Dr.  Hutchinson  has  reported  many  cases  of  trau- 
matic tetanus  cured  by  the  extract  of  belladonna.  Dr.  H.  re- 
ports that  the  specific  action  of  the  medicine  upon  the  pupils 
was  followed  by  an  abatement  of  the  spasms,  but  this  was  not 
until  the  dose  was  increased  from  half  a  grain  to  a  grain  of  the 
extract  every  three  hours  to  four  grains  every  two  hours.  It  was 
then  gradually  diminished. 
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EpHepsy. — Should  be  continued  for  months  in  doses  sufficiently 
large  to  manifest  the  specific  effect  of  the  remedy  upon  the  pu- 
pils. 

IntoUranee  of  Light. — ^Lisfranc  treated  six  cases  of  excessive 
sensibility  to  light,  by  a  local  application  of  the  extract  of  bel- 
ladonna applied  around  the  orbit;  some  of* the  cases  were  chronic 
conjunctivitis,  and  others  acute. 

Dr.  Jacob  has  some  valuable  suggestions  relative  to  ophthal- 
mip  cases  in  Braithwaite's,  Part  18,  p.  811.  He  speaks  nighly 
in  favor  of  the  use  of  belladonna. 

Salivation, — Give  the  belladonna  three  times  a  day.  Dose, — 
half  a  grain  of  the  extract. 

Incontinence  of  Fascal  Matter. — ^Dr.  Richard  reported  the  case 
of  a  boy  suffering  from  this  affection,  which  had  resisted  all  the 
agents  usually  recommended.  He  prescribed  the  syrup  of  bella- 
donna internally,  and  placed  a  suppository  coated  with  belladonna 
pomade  in  the  rectum.  Two  days  after  the  commencement  of 
this  treatment,  the  child  had  no  more  involuntary  stools,  and  was 
cured  of  the  infirmity.  The  same  treatment  was  subsequently 
employed  for  the  like  inconvenience  and  with  satisfiictory  results. 

Lead  Colic. — With  this  agent  most  cases  have  been  relieved, 
from  the  first  to  the  third  day.  Br aith waiters,  Part  24,  p.  116 ; 
also  London  Journal  of  Medicine,  Aug.  1851,  p.  721. 

Midvnfery. — R.  P.  Stephens  has  published  a  paper  in  the  Bos- 
ton Med.  and  Surg,  Journal,  vol.  30,  p.  601,  m  which  several 
cases  are  reported  of  the  beneficial  results  of  belladonna  in  con- 
nection with  this  subject 

Chorea. — ^Numerous  cases  might  be  instanced  showing  the  ben- 
eficial effects  of  belladonna  in  this  harrassing  complaint.  The 
highest  authority  for  its  use  may  be  found  in  most  of  our  Amer- 
ican Medical  Journals,  also  in  those  of  Europe. 

To  Arrest  the  Mammary  Secretions. — Mr.  Goolden,  in  1856,  re- 
ported his  successful  use  of  belladonna  in  arresting  the  secre- 
tion of  milk.  His  statement  was  speedily  confirmed  by  Drs.  WiL- 
LEY,  of  St  Paul,  Minn.,  Bubrows,  of  Liverpool;  Harris,  of 
Ottawa ;  Baoon,  Blythman,  Newman  and  others. 

Prophylactic  against  Scarlatina. — Give  two  or  three  drops  of 
fiuid  extract  of  belladonna  two  times  a  day.  Continue  its  use 
during  the  time  the  epidemic  remains.  Should  it  be  found  neces- 
sary to  continue  the  use  of  the  agent  over  two  weeks,  diminish 
the  dose. 

Poisoning  by  Opium. — See  the  writings  of  Stille,  Anderson, 
MiJSSEY  and  others. 

.  Therapeutic  Properties  of  Belladonna. — Conclusions  of 
M.  Dvhois. — 
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1.  That  belladonna  is  not  without  efficacy  in  phlegmasiae,  e& 
pecially  in  those  of  the  globe  of  the  eye. 

2.  tliat  it  is  the  best  remedy  known  in  the  photophobia  which 
s(j  fireqnently  accompanies  inflammation  of  the  eye. 

3.  That  its  power  as  a  prophylactic  in  scarlatina  can  hardly  be 
contested. 

4.  That  it  sometimes  cures  certain  hemorrhages,  as  hsdmoptysis, 
haematemesis,  and  metrorrhagia. 

6.  That  it  is  a  remedy  par  excellence  for  neuralgia,  for  whoop- 
ing cough  and  most  of  the  neuroses. 

6.  That  it  is  a  remedy  par  eocceUence  to  combat  pain,  especially 
when  external. 

7.  That  it  alleviates  more  than  any  other  remedy  the  painci 
of  cancer,  and  cures  sometimes,  if  not  cancer,  diseases  close^  re- 
sembling it. 

8.  That  it  can  be  advantageously  employed  in  spasmodic  con- 
traction and  occlusion  of  the  pupil ;  to  produce  procidencia  of 
the  iris,  and  to  break  up  adhesions ;  to  prevent  the  inflammation 
of  the  iris  so  ireauent  after  this  operation;  to  maintain 'dilatatioli 
of  the  pupil,  ana  to  diminish  the  chances  of  adhesions  aitet  the 
operation  of  couching ;  to  prevent  secondary  cataract ;  to  re-es- 
tablish vision,  temporarily  at  least,  when  the  lens  is  opaque  in  the 
center,  or  when  there  are  opacities  of  the  cornea ;  to  assist  the 
diagnosis  in  some  diseases  of  the  eye. 

9.  That  it  is  of  real  efficacy  in  some  cases  of  strangulated  her- 
nia. 

10.  That  its  property  in  facilitating  labor  in  spasmodic  con- 
striction of  the  uterine  neck  is  powerful  and  incontestible 

11.  That  it  produces  advantageous  results  in  some  cases  of  fis- 
sure of  the  anus. 

12.  That  its  emplovment  may  be  more  or  less  useful  in  spas- 
modic constriction  of  the  bowels,  in  constipation,  in  spasmodic 
contraction  of  the  rectum,  of  the  anus,  and  of  the  vulva ;  in  phi- 
mosis and  paraphimosis,  spasmodic  stricture  of  the  urethra,  re- 
tention of  urine,  strangury,  spasmodic  stricture  of  the  larynx  and 
aesophagus;  in  blepharospasm,  incontinence  of  urine,  nephritis 
colic,  hemorrhoids,  &c. 

Finally,  that  belladonna  should  be  placed  in  the  first  rank  of 
medicinal  substances.  For  fuller  statements  of  its  properties,  see 
Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  for  August  and  September,  1858 — 
Prof  Lee,  June,  1860— Dr.  Bates,  Sept,  1862. 

Antidotes. — ^The  remedies  recommended  are,  stomach  pump,  io- 
dine, emetics,  purgatives,  cold  application  to  the  head ;  in  the  com- 
atose stages,  ammonia  internally,  with  external  stimulants. 

/ncom;>a^Ze5. -Alkalies,  tannin,  vegetable  astringents  and  opium. 
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PREPARATIONS. 


Fluid  Kxir  ci Doae,  5  to  10  drops. 


Solid 

Pills,  igrain 

"    i    "     

'*     of  Atropia,  ^  prain. 


^  to  1  grain. 

1  to  4. 

1  to  2. 

1  to  2. 

1  to  2. 


Aurantium  Cortex 

{Orange  Peel) 

Orange  peel  is  a  mild  tonic,  carminative  and  stomachic, 
but  is  seldom  used  alone.  It  is  employed  to  flavor  other  medi- 
cines, to  correct  their  nauseating  tendencies,  and  to  assist  their 
stimulant  impression  on  the  stomach.  It  is  a  verj-  useful  addi- 
tion to  bitter  infusions,  tinctures  or  decoctions. 

Incompatibles. — Infusion  of  bark,  sulphate  of  iron,  lime  water. 

*  PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  ^  to  2  drams. 


Baptisia  Tinctoria.  ^ 

{Wild  Indigo,) 

Its  antiseptic  properties  give  it  a  medicinal  character,  though 
it  is  in  addition,  sub-astringent,  cathartic,  and  emetic.  It  acts 
powerfully  on  the  glandular  and  nervous  system,  increasing  all 
the  glandular  secretions,  and  arousing  the  liver  especially  to  a 
normal  action.  It  is  useftil  in  scarlatina,  typhus  fever,  and  in  that 
state  of  the  system  attending  gangrene,  or  mortification.  In 
threatened  or  existing  mortification,  it  is  extremely  useful  as  an 
internal  or  external  remedy.  The  decoction  is  an  excellent  ap- 
plication as  a  wash  or  gargle  to  malignant  ulcerous  sore  mouth 
and  throat,  mercurial  sore  mouth,  scrofulous  or  syphilitic  ophthal- 
mia, erysipelatous  ulcers,  gangrenous  ulcere,  sore  nipples,  &c. 
The  baptisiuj  combined  with  leptandri7i,  podophyllin^  qumia, 
or  cimtcifugtriy  in  diseases  where  these  agents  are  indicated,  will 
be  found  valuable  in  typhus  ard  typhoid  fevers,  and  all  diseases 
of  the  typhoid  character,  when  administered  internally. 

i 

PREPARATION.  '"  ^ 

Fluid  Extract ; Dose,  i  to  i  dram. 
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Barosma  Crenata  (Diosma  Crenata.) 

{Buchu.) 

Stimulant,  diuretic,  anti-spasmodic  and  tonic.  Useful  in  all  dis- 
eases of  the  urinary  organs  attended  with  increased  uric  acid; 
in  irritation  of  the  bladder  and  urethra  attending  gravel,  in  ca- 
tarrh of  the  urinary  bladder,  and  incontinence  of  urine  connect- 
ed with  diseased  prostate,  in  dyspepsia,  dropsy,  cutaneous  af- 
fections and  chronic  rheumatism. 

By  many  physicians  it  is  regarded  as  valuable  in  all  diseases 
of  the  sexual  organs,  even  of  long  standing :  in  constitutional  de- 
bility, incident  to  secret  habits  of  the  young. 

Buchu  is  pleasant  in  its  taste,  efficient  in  its  action,  and  can  be 
used  in  all  cases  with  perfect  safety.  It  is  a  moderate  excitant, 
diuretit^  and  tonic,  and  is  said  to  have  afforded  essential  service 
in  chronic  cases  of  rheumatism  and  gout  Acting  on  the  urinary 
secretion,  the  urine  is  separated  in  larger  quantities,  and  exhales 
an  aromatic  odor.      See  J  oumal  of  Materia  Medica,  voL  5. 

Buchu  Compound. ' 

This  combination  of  btichu,  juniper  berries,  uva  ursi,  and  cu- 
bebsj  has  been  employed  with  decided  success  in  diseases  of  the 
urinary  organs  to  which  it  has  a  peculiar  and  specific  direction. 
It  may  be  used  in  cases  when  buchu  alone  would  be  used 
to  arrest  excessive  discharges  fix)m  the  urethra ;  in  the  treat- 
ment of  gonorrhoea  and  ffleet,  in  chronic  bronchial  inflammation, 
in  ulcerations  of  the  kidneys,  bladder,  and  urinary  passages,  &c. 
It  is  mild  in  its  operation,  and  pleasant,  forming  an  agreeable 
and  safe  remedy  in  these  complaints. 

PREPABilTIONS. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Buchu Dose,  ^  to  2  drams. 

"        "  "  Compound '*     i  to  2  drams. 


Benzoin  Odoriferum. 

{Fever  Bush.) 

Aromatic,  tonic,  and  stimulant;  has  been  verv  successfully 
employed  in  the  treatment  of  ague  and  typhoid  mrms  of  fever, 
ana  is  useful  as  a  refrigerant  aad  exhilarant  in  other  forms,  for 
allaying  excessive  heat  and  uneasiness  It  is  used  warm  to  pro- 
duce diaphoresis. 

PREPA-BATION. 

Fluid  Extract Doae,  ^  to  1  dram. 
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Berberis  Vulgaris. 

{Barberry.) 

Tonic  laxative.  Used  in  cases  where  tonics  are  indicated  in 
jaundice,  chronic  diarrhea  and  dysentery,  cholera  infantum ;  ser- 
viceable as  a  wash  or  gargle  in  apthous  sore  mouth  and  in  opthal- 
mia.  Griffith  says  it  acts  like  rhubarb,  and  with  equal  prompt- 
ness and  activity. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Bxtrict Dose,  i  to  1  dram. 


Canella    Alba. 

{Grmella,) 

Canella  is  a  useful  aromatic  stimulant  and  tonic.  Taken  in 
small  doses,  it  determines  heat  to  the  epigastrium,  and  augments 
the  digestive  forces :  then,  secondarily,  it  occasions  constipation, 
and  acts  in  a  stimulating  manner  on  the  whole  system,  and  par- 
ticularly when  administered  in  considerable  quantities.  This 
medicine  is  seldom  employed  alone,  but,  joined  with  other  tonic 
and  stimulating  substances,  is  administered  with  advantage  in 
cases  of  atonv  of  the  stomach,  chronic  diarrhea,  and  also  in  the 
last  stages  of  adynamic  and  ataxic  fevers. 

The  use  of  this  medicine  has  been,  much  boasted  of  in  some 
cases  of  vomiting  not  dependent  on  organic  lesion  of  the  stomach. 
It  is  a  useful  adjunct  in  atonic  diarrhea.  It  is  employed  to  mask 
the  odor  and  taste  of  other  medicines ;  and  with  this  desim,  as 
also  as  a  tonic,  it  enters  into  a  great  variety  of  compound  pre- 
parations. Asscxjiated  with  atoes,  it  has  been  largely  used  as  an 
emmenagogue.  It  may  be  used  with  decided  advantage  in  dys- 
pepsia, debility,  and  in  other  diseases,  when  a  warm  aromatic  is 
indicated.  In  the  treatment  of  scurvy,  canella  has  gained  consid- 
erable reputation.  Internally  used  as  an  adjunct  to  resinous  ca- 
thartics, for  a  carminative. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  15  to  30  drops. 


Cannabis  Indica. 

{Indian  Hemp,  Foreign.) 

'  Narcotic,  nervine  and  anaesthetic,  also  hypnotic.    The  Chinese 
were  acquainted  with  its  use  as  an    anaBsthetic  as  early  as  the 
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third  century  of  the  Ohristiaii  era,  and  a  celebrated  Chinese  phy- 
sician is  saia  to  have  operated  on  his  patients  after  having  ren- 
dered them  insensible  by  a  preparation  of  wine  and  hemp  pow- 
der. This  agent  has  been  chiefly  employed  in  spasmoaic  and 
painfal  affections,  and  in  several  of  these  its  curative  powers  are 
unquestionable. 

Tetania. — The  cases  of  this  affection  recorded  by  Dr.  O'Shaugh- 
NESSY  demonstrate,  as  the  author  remarks,  that  wnen  given  boldly 
in  large  doses,  the  resin  oi  hemp  is  capable  of  arresting  the  pro- 
gress of  this  formidable  disease,  and  in  a  large  proportion  of  cases 
of  effecting  a  perfect  cure.  Prof  Miller,  of  Edinburgh,  says ; 
"  My  own  experience  speaks  loudly  in  favor  of  hemp.  I  can 
now  record  three  fortunate  cases  under  its  use,  all  traumatic  te- 
tanus." Two  cases  of  trismus  nascentium  are  reported  by  Dr.  P. 
C.  Gaillard,  and  of  the  traumatic  form  of  tetanus ;  one  case  by 
Mr.  Skues,  one  by  Mr.  Cock,  and  one  by  Dr.  Bailey,  as  cured 
by  cannabis. 

Neuralgia. — In  this  disease  the  preparations  of  hemp  have  been 
found  to  palliate,  and  in  not  a  few  instances  to  effect  a  perfect 
cure.  Dr.  Donovan  has  reported  many  cures;  Dr.  C.  B.  Wil- 
liams, Dr.  Clendinning  and  Sir  James  Murray  many  more. 

Bheumatism. — The  action  of  cannabis  appears  to  have  been  sal- 
utarv  in  this  disease. 

Cfnorea. — Dr.  C.  B.  Williams  says  that  cannabis  palliated  the 
action  of  the  muscles.  Dr.  Carrigan  has  published  three  cases, 
one  of  which  was  inveterate,  but  all  of  them  cured  by  this 
agent. 

Hypnotic. — ^Dr.  A.  Christian  recommends  this  article  where 
opium,  firom  long  continued  use,  has  ceased  to  produce  its  proper 
effects.  He  mentions  a  case  in  which  cannabis  entirely  allayed 
the  intense  itching  of  eczema,  while  the  patient  continued  under 
its  effects,  and  procured  for  him  refreshing  sleep  which  no  other 
means  could  obtain. 

Delirium  Tremens. — Cannabis  has  been  employed  with  satisfiac- 
tory  effects  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease.  See  Journal  of  Mate- 
ria Medica,  vol  8,  p.  ISO. 

PBXPABATIOK& 

I 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  6  to  10  drop& 

Solid      "      "     Ito   2gTam8. 

Pills  of  Cannabis  Indica,  i  grain, **     2  to   4. 

♦*  "  1     "     "     Ito    2. 


Capsicum  Annuxun. 

{Cayenne  Pepper.) 
Cayenne    Pepper  is  a  powerful  stimulant,  producing  wh^ 


2 
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swallowed,  sense  of  heat  in  the  stomach,  and  a  general  glow  over 
the  body,  without  any  narcotic  effect  It  is  much  employed  as  a 
condiment,  and  proves  highly  useful  in  correcting  the  flatulent 
tendency  of  certain  vegetaoles,  and  aiding  their  digestion.  As  a 
medicine,  it  is  useful  in  cases  of  enfeebled  and  languid  stomach, 
and  is  occasionally  prescribed  in  dyspepsia  and  atonic  gout,  par- 
ticularly when  attended  with  much  flatulence,  or  occurring  in  per- 
sons of  intemp'jrate  habits.  It  has  been  used  with  success,  com- 
bined with  quinine,  in  cases  of  intermittent  and  low  form  of  fever. 
Small  doses  have  been  recommended  to  be  administered  internal- 
ly as  a  cure  for  piles. 

Its  most  important  application,  however,  is  in  the  treatment  of 
malignant  sore  throat  and  scarlet  fever,  in  which  it  is  used  both 
internally  and  as  a  gargle.  It  has  been  used  in  spasmodic  affec- 
tions, passive  hemorrhages,  especially  uterine,  and  when  combined 
with  the  compound  powder  of  ipecdcuanha,  will,  in  many  instances, 
promptly  arrest  hemorrhage  after  parturition. 

Oontra-indications, — Acute  fevers.  Acute  inflanmiation,  particu- 
larly of  the  genito-urinaiy  organs. 

Licompatihfes. — ^Corrosive  sublimate,  acetate  of  lead,  nitrate  of 
silver,  sulphates  of  iron,  zinc,  and  copper,  carbonates  of  the  alka- 
lies. 

PR1PABATI0N8. 

Fluid  Extract Ddse,  5  to  16  drops. 

Pilla,    1     grain, *      1  to    2. 


Cassia  Acntifolia. 

(  Senna. ) 

Senna  is  an  active  hydragogue  cathartic.  Its  nauseous  taste  is 
disguised  by  giving  it  m  strong  coffee,  or  by  the  addition  of  milk 
and  sugar.  Senna  possesses  but  one  specific  action,  that  of  a  pur- 
gative ;  in  which  respect  it  is  so  certain,  so  manageable,  ana  so 
convenient,  that  few  remedies  have  ^ven  better  satisfaction  or  are 
held  in  higher  repute.  Its  action  is  chiefly  on  the  smaller  intes- 
tines, increasing  their  mucous  secretions,  as  well  as  their  p^eristal- 
tic  motions,  and  producing  loose  brown  evacuations.  It  is  well 
adapted  for  those  cases  which  require  an  active  and  certain  purga- 
tive, with  a  moderate  stimulus  to  the  abdominal  and  pelvic  vis- 
cera. Thus  in  constipcUion  and  inactivity  of  the  alimentary  canal 
reijuiring  the  continued  or  frequent  use  of  purgatives— in  worms 
— ^m  determination  of  blood  to  the  head — and  in  very  many  other 
cases  that  readily  suggest  themselves,  it  answers  an  exftellentpur- 

Its  peculiarity  of  not  leaving  the  bowels  confined  renders  it  a 
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valuable  medicine  in  such  cases.  Senna  is  seldom  given  alone, 
but  along  with  some  corrective  of  its  griping  qualities,  or  else  as- 
sociated with  other  purgatives.  The  fluid  extract  is  the  most  con- 
centrated and  active  oi  all  of  the  preparations  of  this  medicine, 
and  in  combination  with  epsom  salts,  marina  and  fennel  seeds, 
known  as  the  bhck  draught,  is  the  most  efficient  mode  of  admin- 
istering this  medicine. 

It  forms  an  excellent  purgative  for  children  in  doses  of  flui- 
dram,  while  the  syrup  is  admirably  well  adapted  for  infimts,  and 
may  be  prescribed  in  same  quantity. 

in  atonic  dyspepsia,  particularly  when  attended  by  constipation, 
a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  the  extract  of  serma  and  gentian, 
proves  eminently  serviceable.  It  proves  an  efficient  purgative  in 
atonic  duodenal  dyspepsia.  In  bilious  derangements,  a  judicioi^ 
use  of  a  mild  mercurial,  and  the  extract  of  senna  is  recommended, 
in  many  instances,  as  a  safe  and  reliable  plan  of  treatment 

It  is  a  prompt,  efficient,  and  safe  purgative,  well  calculated  for 
fevers  ana  febrile  complaints,  and  other  cases  where  a  decided, 
though  not  violent  impression  is  desired.  Senna  is  contra-indi- 
caied  in  an  inflammatory  condition  of  the  alimentary  canal,  hemor- 
rhoids, prohpsus  ani,  &c. 

Senna  Compound. 

This  is  a  preparation  of  senna,  jalap  and  mandrake,  tvith  aro- 
maUcs,  It  operates  as  a  mild  but  sure  cathartic,  and  as  an  altera- 
tive. 

.Senna  and  Jalap. 

The  virtues  that  are  claimed  for  this  preparation  are,  that  it  be- 
comes a  manageable  and  reliable  purgative.  The  irritant  effects 
ot  jalap  are,  to  a  great  d^ee,  counteracted  by  the  more  kindly 
operation  of  senna.  This  compound  is  apphcable  in  all  cases 
where  it  is  desirable  to  produce  a  powerful  influence  on  the 
bowels,  or  to  obtain  copious  evacuations.  See  Journal  of  Materia 
Medica,  v.  6,  p.  201. 

Incompatibles. — Strong  acids,  carbonates  of  the  alkalies,  tartar 
emetic,  lime-water,  salts  of  iron,  silver,  and  lead,  corrosive  subli- 
mate, infiision  of  yellow  bark,  &c. 

PBEPARATIOKS. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Senna, Dose,  1  to  2  drama. 

"  **        aqueoub, 

compound, ...    

and  jalap 

and  Dandelion, 

and  Pink  root, 

and  Rhubarb, 


tl  C( 

it  ii 

it  ^    i( 

U  U 

IC  ti 


Solid  Extract, 

Pills,      ^/        Senna,  2  grains. 


"     1  to  2 

"     1  to  2 

**     i  to  1 
"     1  to  2 

"    -ito  1 
"     ito  1 
"     8  to  8 
*'     1  to  2. 

^iiib. 
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CephsBlis  IpecacTLanlia. 

{Ipecaciuiiiha.) 

Emetic,  expectorant  and  diaphoretic.  Alterative,  in  small  doses. 
Some  authors  suppose  it  to  possess  narcotic  properties.  In  doses 
of  one-quarter  of  a  grain  to  one-half,  it  acts  as  a  tonic. 

Diseases  of  the  Lungs. — ^It  is  a  valuable  remedy  in  acute  bron- 
chitis. The  symptoms  which  indicate  its  use  are  a  short,  tickling, 
paroxvsmal  and  spasmodic  cough,  to  relieve  which,  smidl  and  re- 
peated doses,  (half  a  grain  every  hour),  are  the  most  effectual.  This 
medicine  is  one  of  the  safest  and  most  efficient  in  suffocative  ca- 
tarrh, and  can  be  used  with  confidence,  either  in  old  age  or  in&n- 
cy.  The  paroxysmal  and  spasmodic  cough  and  whooping  Qough 
are  sometimes  rendered  much  milder  by  its  use. 

Diseases  of  the  Stomach  and  Bowels. — Daubenton  recommended 
minute  doses  of  ipecacuanha  to  be  taken  in  the  morning  fasting^ 
for  the  relief  of  gastric  debility,  and  constipation  upon  want  of  en- 
ergy in  the  intestines.  Fothergill  recommended  this  agent  in 
diarrhea.  It  has  been  held  in  high  esteem  as  a  remedy  for  dysen- 
tery. 

nemorrhages. — Writers  of  distinction  ascribe  efficient  haemos- 
tatic virtues  to  this  medicine.  Manoetus  imputes  to  a  dose  of 
one  dram  of  ipecacuanha  the  subsidence  of  an  alarming  hemor- 
rhage from  the  womb,  which  preceded  the  expulsion  of  the  ovui^ 
in  a  case  of  abortion.  Dr.  Osborne,  of  Dublin,  says  that  the  treat- 
ment of  simple  menorrha^ia  by  ipecacuanha  has  never  yet  £Euled 
in  his  hands,  and  that  he  nas  also  found  it  successful  in  epistaxis. 
Oases  of  its  success  in  haemoptysis  and  menorrhagia  are  mentioned 
by  Frank.  In  intermittent  fevers  of  a  bilious  type,  and  still 
more  in  the  bilious  and  remittent  fevers,  the  administration  of  a 
full  emetic  dose  of  ipecacuanha  at  the  outset  of  the  disease,  and 
even  for  two  oj  more  successive  days,  forms  perhaps,  the  surest 
method  of  moderating  the  violence  and  shortening  the  duration 
of  the  attack.  It  also  prepares  the  way  for  a  successful  adminis- 
tration of  cinchona. 

* 

Ipecac  and  Seneka. 

This  combination  is  administered  with  decidedly  beneficial  re- 
sults. The  action  of  ipecac,  by  this  ingredient,  is  rendered  more 
energetic  and  serviceable.     See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  voL  4. 

Incompatibks. — Vegetable  astringents,  acetate  of  lead,  &c. 

PBEPARAT10K8. 

^^^^-^ ^<«^i^rrr^''?^'^^ 

*'  "      Ipecac  and  ^^-Leku Dose,  <^  to  1  dram. 

1^8  of  Ipecac  i  grain Dose,  1  to  3. 
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Pills  of  Dover's  Powders,  2^  grs Dose,  1  to  4. 

Pills  of  Ipecac  and  Opium,  (^  gr.  Opium,  ^  gr.  Ipecac,  1  gr.  Sulp.  Potash), 

Two  grains  [equal  to  6  grains  Dover's  Powder.] . . .  Dose,  2  to  6. 
Pills  of  Ipecac  ana  Opium,  (1  gr.  Opium,  1  gr.  Ipecac,  2  grs.  Sulp.  Potash,) 

Four  grains,  [equal  to  10  grains  Dover's  Powder] . . .  Dose,  1  to  3. 

"    of  Ipecac  and  Squill,  3  grains , "     2  to  3. 

(Fluid  Ext  comp..  Ipecac  and  Seneka.  (Dr.  Jackson's),  Dose,  ^  to  I  dram. 


ChelidonitLm  Majus. 

(  Garden   Celandine, ) 

'Celandine  is  stimulating,  aperient,  diuretic,  and  sudorific ;  it  is 
•used  in  hepatic  affections,  ana  is  supposed  to  exert  a  special  influ- 
ence on  the  spleen.  Applied  in  the  form  of  a  wash  or  poultice  in 
scrofulous  and  cutaneous  diseases  and  piles ;  also  to  indolent  ul- 
cers, fungous  growths,  &c.  As  a  drastic  hydragogue,  it  is  fully 
•equal  to  gamboge. 

PREPARATIOK& 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  10  to  20  drops. 

Solid        *       »      6  to  10  grains. 

Clielone  Glabra. 

{Bo.lmo7iy.) 

Especially  valuable  in  jaundice  and  hepatic  diseases ;  likewise 
ior  the  removal  of  worms.  Used  as  a  tonic,  in  small  doses,  in 
•dyspepsia,  debility  of  the  digestive  organs,  and  during  convales- 
cence from  febrile  and  inflammatory  diseases.  As  a  tonic  its 
influence  seems  to  be  expended  principally  upon  the  digestive 
^apparatus,  increasing  the  appetite,  promoting  aigestion  and  as- 
-similation,  improving  the  condition  of  the  blood,  in  both  volume 
-and  quality.    See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  2. 

PRBPARATION& 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to  2  drams. 

Ohelonin "     1  to  2  grains. 


ChenopodixLin  AnthelminticTim. 

(  Wbrmseed.) 

Wormseed  is  one  of  our  most  eflBcient  indigenous  anthelmintics, 
.and  is  thought  to  be  particularly  adapted  to  the  expulsion  of  the 
ex>und  worms  in  chilaren.  A  dose  of  it  is  usually  given  before 
breakfest  in  the  morning,  and  at  bedtime  in  the  evening,  for  three 
or  four  days  successively,  and  then  followed  by  some  brisk  ca- 
«thartic.     by  some  writers  this  variety  is  rejajarded  as  equal  to  C, 
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AmbrosotdeSj  or   G  Boirysin^  in  catarrh  and  homeral  asthma,  as 
an  expectorant 

Chiitra-indications. — Fevers,  according  to  Dr.  Dewees. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract « Dose,  1  to  2  drams. 


Chimaphila  IJmbellata. 

{Pipsissewa,     Princes  Pine,) 

Diuretic,  tonic,  alterative  and  astringent. 

This  plant  is  in  some  places  vulgarly  known  as  ground-holly, 
wintergreen,  American  wintergreen,  pipsissewa,  king's  cure.  Prin- 
ce's pine,  rheumatism-weed,  and  herbe-ajpisser-the  latter  from  its  re- 
cognized diuretic  .qualities.  It  is  alliea  to  the  uva  ursi  in  botani- 
cal as  well  as  in  medicinal  qualities. 

The  extract  taken  internally  acts  as  an  agreeable  tonic ;  it  pro- 
motes the  action  of  the  secreting  organs,  more  especially  the  kid- 
neys, over  which,  indeed,  it  has  appeared  to  exercise  a  specific  in- 
fluence, increasing  the  quantity  of  the  urine,  and  beneficially  in- 
fluencing several  forms  of  chronic  nephritic  disease ;  it  has  been 
employed  in  dropsy,  chronic  affections  of  the  urinary  organs,  and 
in  scrofula,  in  which  last  its  reputation  is  so  high  that  it  has  ob- 
tained the  title  of  King's  Cura     (Pereira.) 

Dr.  Somerville  found  chimaphila  very  useful  as  a  diuretic  evacu- 
ant  in  several  cases  of  dropsy,  which  appear  to  have  depended 
upon  organic  and  incurable  lesions,  and  ne  refers  to  similar  cases 
treated  by  Satterly  and  Marcet  Dr.  Chapman  regarded  it  as  dis- 
tinguished for  the  activity  and  certainty  of  its  diuretic  operation, 
while  it  acted  on  the  stomach  as  a  tonic.  Atonic  and  cachectic 
dropsy  will  be  benefited  by  its  use.  Chimaphila  was  used  by 
the  aborigines  and  early  settlers  of  America  as  a  remedy  for  rhu- 
matism,  and  for  nephritic  disorders.  Dr.  Ives  says :  "  it  will  be 
granted  by  all  who  are  familiar  with  its  operation,  that  as  a  diu- 
retic, it  ha3  unquestionable  merit,  and  that,  like  uva  ursi,  it  will 
frequently  mitigate  symptoms  of  gravel,  and  strangury  proceed- 
ing from  other  causes.  I  have  given  it,  alternately  with  uva  ursi, 
inli86maturia,  the  effect  of  severe  and  long  contmued  inflamma- 
tion with  the  most  obvious  benefit  This  writer  states  that  it  is 
best  suited  to  open,  scrofulous  ulcers,  for  which  the  decoction 
may  be  used  internally,  and  also  externally  as  a  wasL  Dr.  Ives 
states  that  in  some  instances  it  has  appeared  to  be  of  service  in 
chrocdc  cutaneous  affections.  It  is  especially  useful  in  scrofula, 
chronic  rheumatic,  and  nephritic  affections.  The  decoction  alone 
has  cured  ascites,  and  has  been  advantageous  in  strangury,  chronic 
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Gonorrhea,  diarrhea,  gleet,  leucorrhea,  and  catarrh  of  the  bladder 
t  is  best  adapted  to  those  dropsical  cases  which  are  accompanied 
with  much  debility  and  loss  of  appetite.  In  urinary  disorders, 
it  may  be  used  as  a  substitute  for  uva  ursi,  to  which  it  is  prefer- 
able, on  account  of  being  less  offensive  to  the  stomach.     (K.) 

It  is  highly  esteemed  by  some  practitioners  as  a  remedy  in 
scrofula,  both  before  and  after  the  occurrence  of  salivation ;  it 
has  proved  highly  advantageous  in  obstinate  ill-conditioned  ul- 
cers and  cutaneous  eruptions,  supposed  to  be  connected  with  a 
strumous  diathesis.     ( W .) 

The  following  statements  of  the  effects  on  the  economv  in  dis- 
ease, are  taken  from  Dunglison's  New  Eemedies  : — In  Canada  it 
is  said  to  have  been  long  employed  in  diseases  of  the  urinary  pas- 
sages, especially  calculus ;  m  dropsy,  and  in  chronic  gout  and 
rheumatism,  its  effect  appearing  to  resemble,  but  not  to  exceed  those 
ascribed  to  uva  ursL  Somerville  and  Barton  extol  it  as  an  excellent 
diuretic  in  different  forms  of  dysuria,  and  in  dropsies,  especially  such 
as  succeed  to  acute  diseases ;  in  nephralgia,  as  a  palliative,*  espe- 
cially when  the  paroxysms  are  occasioned  by  gravel  which  has 
accxmiulated  in  the  kidneys ;  and  even  in  vesical  calculua  Radius 
found  it  especially  serviceable  in  dropsy,  gout,  rheumatism,  and 
in  inordinate  activity  of  the  secretory  functions  of  the  mucous 
membranes — chronic  catarrh,  phthisis,  pituosa,  &a  According  to 
him,  it  is  contra-indicated  where  there  is  much  fever,  disposition 
to  diarrhea,  gastricism,  and  great  debility  of  stomach.  Windisch 
asserts  it  to  be  one  of  the  best  diuretics  we  possess ;  that  it  does 
not  impair  digestion ;  moderately  accelerates  the  circulation ; 
gently  encourages  the  action  of  tne  bowels,  and  powerfully  aug- 
ments the  urinary  secretion.  It  was  administered  with  advantage 
in  dropsies  unaccompanied  by  fever,  and  not  dependent  upon  or- 

Sanic  mischief,  upon  "corruption  of  the  humors,  or  paralysis  of 
i\3  lymphatic  textures."  In  febrile  conditions  and  injlammatorj 
diathesis^  it  is  said  to  have  been  always  injurious^  as  ivell  as  when  U 
was  administered  prior  to  the  resolution  of  obstructions  remaining  of- 
ter  lon^  protracted  intermitLents ;  but  when  these  are  removed, 
and  no  excitement  exists,  more,  according  to  Windsch,  is 
to  be  expected  from  it  than  from  any  other  agent,  and  he  strongly 
advises  that  careful  trials  should  be  made  with  it  in  the  proper 
cases.  He  advises,  also,  that  its  use  be  persevered  in,  in  order 
that  good  effects  may  be  derived  from  it  See  Journal  of  Materia 
Medica,  vol.  1. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  3^  to  1  dram. 

SoUd       "       *' 10to20graixi8 

Pills,       "        Ohimaphila,  8  grains "    8  to    6.    , 
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Racemosa. 

{Black  Cohosh — Black  Snake  Boot.) 

This  is  an  active,  powerful  and  useful  remedy,  and  appears  to 
fulfill  a  great  number  of  indications.  It  possesses  an  undoubted 
influence  over  the  nervous  system,  and  has  been  successfully  used 
in  chorea,  periodical  convulsions,  epilepsy,  nervous  excitabihty, 
asthma,  pertussis,  delirium  tremens,  and  many,  spasmodic  affec- 
tions ;  in  phthisis  pulmonalis,  cough,  acute  rheumatism,  neuralgia, 
phlegmasia  dolens,  amenorrhea,  dysmenorrhea,  leucorrhea  and 
other  uterine  affections.  Its  tonic  and  anti  periodic  virtues  are 
well  marked  in  remittent  and  intermittent  fevers.  It  is  very  *use- 
ful  in  other  febrile  and  exanthematous  diseases,  especially  among 
children,  where  there  exists  a  strong  tendency  to  cerebral  irrita- 
tion and  congestion.  It  lessens  the  force  and  frequency  of  the 
Sulse.  In  febrile  diseases,  it  frequently  produces  diaphoresis  and 
iuresis.  In  doses  of  one  dram  of  the  tincture,  repeated  every 
hour,  it  effected  thorough  cures  of  ophthalmitis  conjunctiva  without 
the  aid  of  any  local  application.  As  a  partus  accelerator,  it  may 
be  substituted  for  ergot.  It  is  anti  periodic.  It  exerts  a  tonic  in- 
fluence over  both  the  serous  and  mucous  tissues  of  the  system, 
and  will  be  found  useful  in  a  majority  of  chronic  diseases.  It  is 
useful  in  the  treatment  of  small  pox,  in  which  it  should  be  given 
during  the  whole  course  of  the  disease.  It  is  said  to  divest  it  of 
its  m^ignant  character.  It  has  been  pre-eminently  successful  in 
the  treatment  of  chorea. 

The  cimicifugin  is  anti-spasmodic,  tonic,  diaphoretic,  expecto- 
rant, alterative,  narcotic,  and  ecbolic. 

Chorecu — Dr.  Hildreth,  Beadle,  Physic  and  others  report  many 
cases  illustrative  of  the  potency  of  this  medicine  in  chorea,  while 
Dr.  Wood's  testimony  is,  that  he  administered  it  in  a  case  of  cho- 
rea, which  rapidly  recovered  under  its  use,  after  a  failure  of  pur- 
gatives and  metallic  tomes. 

Pulmonary  Complaints. — It  was  claimed  by  Dr.  Grardner  as  a 
valuable  remedy  in  phthisis,  and  by  Dr.  Wheeler,  as  especially 
serviceable  in  protracted  and  obstinate  cough.  Its  remedial  ei- 
fects,  in  these  cases,  are  attributed  by  Dr.  Wood  to  its  sedative 
properties. 

Mheumatism.- -In  this  malady,  whether  acute  or  chronic,  it  is 
used  with  eminent  success.  Drs.  Johnson  and  Davis  declare  the 
curative  power  of  cimicifuga,  in  the  early  stages  of  this  malady, 
to  be  no  less  than  the  preventive  virtue  of  vaccination  in  variola. 

Cases  of  puerperal  hypochondriasis  and  depression  are  men- 
tioned as  yielding,  rapidly,  to  this  remedy ;  while  again,  by  its 
advocates,  it  is  claimed  to  be  an  important  adjuvant  in  protrao- 
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ted  labor.    Dr.  Brandige  deems  the  saturated  tincture,  as  a  local 
appUcation  in  ophthalmia,  superior  to  any  other  treatment 

Black  Cohosh  Componnd* 

The  ingredients  which  enter  into  this  compound  are  black  co- 
fioshj  mild  cherry,  ipecac^  liquorice  and  senega.  It  is  alterative, 
expectorant  and  tonic,  and  stimulates  most  of  the  secretions.  Its 
specific  influence  on  the  lungs  is  marked,  lessening  the  frequency 
and  severity,  of  cough;  rendering  breathing  less' laborious,  and 
diminishing  the  frequency  of  the  pulse.  It  proves  very  beneficial 
in  hepatic  diseases,  dyspepsia  and  pulmonary  diseases.  This  com- 
pound is  of  service  to  promote  the  appetite,  and  the  early  estab- 
lishment of  the  functions  of  the  system  to  their  normal  state.  The 
Eotency  of  cohosh,  to  fulfill  many  indications,  is  greatly  enhanced 
y  this  preparation.  See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vola  2, 3,  and  6. 

PREPABATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Black  Cohosh Dose,  i  to  2  drams. 

"  •♦  Compound "     i  to  1       " 

SoUd      "       "     4  to  8  grains. 

Cimiciftigin "      1  to  6      " 

Pills  of  Oimicifuginf  1  grain "      1  to  4. 

"    Ext.  Cimicifuga,   2  grain /*      2  to  4. 

Cinchona. 

{Peruvian  Bark.) 

Cinchona  is  tonic,  and  somewhat  astringent,  and,  topicallv,  an- 
tiseptic. It  has  succeeded  well  in  cases  of  debility,  fi'om  exhaust 
ing  and  protracted  diseases,  and  in  that  languid  and  p.x)strate  con- 
dition 01  the  system  prevalent  during  the  heat  of  spnng  and  sum- 
mer months,  when  a  general  tonic  is  necessary. 

Valuable  in  fdnctional  derangements  of  the  stomach,  improving 
digestion,  and  invigorating  the  nervous  and  muscular  systems  in 
diseases  of  general  debility,  and  in  convalescence  from  exhausting 
diseases.  As  a  tonic  it  will  be  found  of  advantage  in  measles, 
small-pox,  scarlatina,  during  the  absence  of  fever  or  inflammation, 
also  in  cases  when  the  system  is  exhausted  by  purulent  discharges. 
It  may  likewise  be  used  in  all  chronic  diseases  attended  with  de- 
bility, as  scrofula,  dropsy,  obstinate  cutaneous  diseases,  &c.  To 
obtain  the  anti-periodic  influence,  the  red  and  yellow  barks  are 
considered  superior  to  the  pale,  while  the  pale  is  preferred  as  a 
tonia 

Cinchona  Compound,  (IT.  S.  P.) 

Oompavndedof  Cinchona^  Orange  Peel,  Gentian^  SerpentariOj  Cloves,  and  Red  Satmdera. 

This  combination  of  tonics  has  met  with  the  entire  approba- 
tion of  all  who  have  used  it,  in  cases  of  debility  ansing  from  the 
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weakening  and  exhaustion  of  the  hot  season,  in  dyspepsia,  and  in 
that  debihtated  condition  of  the  system  consequent  to  severe  sick- 
ness, as  well  as  accompanying  chronic  complaints. 

In  these  cases  Nature  needs  assistance,  and  only  a  gentle  assis- 
tance, that  she  may  bring  the  system  back  to  its  normal  state,  and 
give  an  increased  vitality  to  the  functions.  In  that  enfeebled 
state  of  the  system  consequent  to  old  age,  a  slight  tonic  stimulant 
is  necessary,  and  in  such  cases  the  best  results  nave  followed  from 
the  use  of  the  cinchona  compound.  It  is  applicable,  indeed,  to 
all  cases  when  the  cinchona  alone  would  be  administered. 

Tncompatibles. — Tartar  emetic,  salts  of  iron,  lead,  zinc,  and  sil- 
ver ;  alkalies,  all  infusions  containing  tannic  acid  and  gelatin^ 
lime,  and  magnesia. 

PRAPABAHONS. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Cinchona Dose,  ^  to  1  dram. 

Compound,  (U.  S.  P.) "  i  to  1  " 

"           "               '*        Red ••  itol  " 

"            "                •'        CHlisaya '»  i  to  1  " 

Klixir   CaliRaya, "  1  to  2  '• 

"            Iron,  Pyrophosphate "  1  to  2 

"              •'  and  Bismuth, "  1  to  2  " 

"             '•   ,  and  Strychnia '•  -J  to  1  '* 

Cissampelos  Pareira. 

{Pareira  Brava.) 

Tonic,  diuretic,  and  aperient  Used  in  the  various  disorders  ol 
the  urinary  organs.  Aiso  recommended  in  calculous  affections^ 
leucorrhea,  dropsy,  rheumatism  and  jaundice.  Pebeira  says  of 
it  "Its  efficacy  m  certain  maladies  of  the  urinary  organs  indu- 
ces us  to  prescribe  an  almost  specific  influence  to  this  root  over 
the  mucous  membranes  lining  the  urinary  passages 

Dr.  B.  Brodie  extravagantly  prai.ses  its  medical  value  in  the 
treatment  of  chronic  inflammation  of  the  bladder.  "  I  am  satis- 
fied,^' he  remarks,  "  that  it  has  a  great  influence  over  this  disease, 
lessening  very  materially,  the  secretions  of  the  ropy  mucus,  which 
is,  itself,  a  great  evil,  and,  I  believe,  diminishing  the  inflammation 
and  irritability  of  the  bladder  also.  It  is  regarded  by  some  as 
anti-catarrhal.     See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  Dec.,  1858. 

PREPABATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  ^  to  1  dram. 

CocctLlns  PalmatiLS. 

(  Colombo.  ) 
Colombo  root  is  bitter,  aromatic,  stomachic,  anti-emetic,  and  sj^ 
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tringent  Ii  has  been  advised  in  dysentery,  in  serous  diarrheas 
and  bilious  fevers.  Combined  with  opmm  in  a  small  quantity,  it 
is  useful  in  the  treatment  of  obstinate  colics,  and  as  an  anti-emetic 
for  combating  the  nausea  and  vomiting  which  so  often  accompany 
the  first  periods  of  pregnancy.  Used  in  dyspej)sia,  chronic  diar- 
rhea, and  dysentery ;  in  convalescence  fi'om  febrile  and  inflamma- 
tory diseases,  hectic  fever,  and  in  the  muscular  debility  of  young 
children.  Like  other  strong  bitters,  it  occasionally  checks  the  re- 
mittent and  intermittent  fevers  of  hot  climates.  The  absence  of 
irritating  properties  renders  it  also  an  appropriate  tonic  in  the  hec- 
tic fever  of  pnthisis  and  other  kindred  affections.  It  is  firequently 
administered  in  combination  with  other  tonics,  aromatics,  mild  ca- 
thartics, and  antacids.  In  dyspepsia  and  vomiting  it  may  be  ad- 
vantageously combined  with  the  alkaline  bicarbonates,  as  well  as 
in  debility  with  acidity  of  the  stomach.  See  Journal  of  Mate- 
ria Medica,  vol.  2,  Lee,  on  Colombo. 

Incompatibles. — Ammonia,  lime  water,  mineral   acids,  muriate 
of  iron,  nitrate  of  silver,  acetate  of  lead,  gelatin. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose  20  to  60  drops. 

Solid       '*         ♦*      4  to  10  grams. 

Pills,  2  graina, "      2  to    5. 

ColchictLin   Autionnale. 

(  Meadow  Saffron. ) 

Cathartic,  diuretic,  alterative,  emetic  and  sedative.  Used  in 
rheumatism,  gout,  dropsy,  palpitation  of  the  heart,  scarlatina,  gon- 
orrhea, enlarged  prostate,  and  in  neuralgia.  Prof.  Hammond,  of 
the  University  of  Maryland,  in  some  experiments  instituted  upon 
himself  and  others,  arrived  at  the  following  conclusions: 

1.  That  colchicum  increases  the  quantity  of  urine. 

2.  That  it  increases  the  total  amount  of  solid  matters  eliininated. 

3.  That  this  increase  is  mainly  due  to  an  augmentation  of  the 
organic  matter. 

4.  That  the  amount  of  uric  matter  does  not  seem  tu  be  affected. 
He  regards  colchicum  as  a  true  d^urator  of  the  blood,  hence 

we  have  an  explanation  of  its  good  effects  in  those  blood  diseases, 
gout  and  rheumatism.  Dr.  Joyeux  considers  good  preparations 
of  colchicum  a  certain  specific  m  gout  and  articular  rheumatism^ 
as  much  so  as  iodine  in  goitre,  or  iron  in  chlorosis.  Dr.  Hol- 
land maintains  that  colchicum  may,  with  care,  be  made  a  pre- 
ventive in  case  of  rheumatism  as  well  as  a  curative  agpnt.  Dr. 
Todd  lays  down  the  following  rules  for  the  employment  of  this 
agent,  which,  it  is  believed,  f^mbody  the  soundest  rules  upon  this 
subject 
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1.  The  use  of  colchicum  is  most  applicable  to  the  sthenic  form  of 
gout  of  robust  constitutions,  and  m  the  prime  of  life. 

2.  Colchicum  should  never  be  given  at  the  outset  of  a  paroxysm, 
nor  untilthe  bowels  have  been  auly  acted  upon  by  mild  purga- 
tives. 

8.  The  first  doses  should  be  very  small  and  gradually  increased. 

4.  It  should  always  be  administered,  at  first,  uncombined  with 
any  other  medicine,  until  the  practitioner  has  satisfied  himself 
that  it  does  not  disagree  with  his  patient 

5.  It  should  not  be  given  in  doses  so  as  to  excite  nausea, 
vomiting  or  purging.  These  results  should  be  regarded  as  indi- 
cative of  the  unfavorable  operation  of  the  medicine. 

6.  It  may  be  regarded  as  acting  favorably  when,  under  its  use, 
the  urine  is  increased  in  quantity,  a  more  abundant  discharge  of 
bile,  and  the  skin  secretes  freely. 

7.  The  effect  should  be  carefully  watched,  as  like  digitalis,  and 
other  medicines,  it  is  apt  to  accumulate  in  the  system. 

Many  English  practitiWrs  mx)mmend  colchicW  as  almost  a 
specific  in  neuralria.  Tait,  Bennett  and  others  recommend 
this  agent  in  scarlatina.  Storce  claims  to  have  used  this  agent 
successfully  in  dropsy.  Dr.  W.  G.  Smith,  of  Port-au-Prince,  re- 
commends colchicum  in  the  treatment  of  tetanus.  The  Lancet, 
1849,  vol.  1,  p.  618,  Dr.  Eowland  had  lately  treated  tonsillitis 
with  colchicum  and  cured  every  case  so  treated.  See  Journal 
of  Materia  Medica,  voL  2,  and  4. 

Contra-indications. — Great  debility.  Profuse  diarrhea-  Asthenic 
form  of  gout 

Incompatibles, — Acids  render  the  vinous  tincture  drastic.  Alka- 
lies render  it  milder  in  its  operation. 

PRXPARATI0N8. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Colchicum  Root Doee,  3  to  12  drops. 

**        •*  "         Seed, "    6  to  10     '■' 

Solid.    "  *       Acetic, "   1  to    2  gnrains. 

Pills,       "  "        i  grain, "    1  to   3. 

Comptonia   Asplenifolia. 

(  Sweet  Fern.  ) 

• 

Tonic,  astringent  and  alterative.  It  possesses  all  the  properties 
ol  the  tonic  ana  astringent  balsams,  and  is  useful  in  dysentery, 
diarrhea,  haemoptvsis,  leucorrhoea.  The  extract  will  be  found  of 
great  efficacy  in  tlie  irritable  conditions  of  the  intestines.  Barton 
recommends  it  for  diarrhea  and  summer  complaints  of  children. 
See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  Dec.,  1859. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  i  to  1  dram 
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Conium  Maculattun. 

{Poison  Heinhck^) 

Alterative  and  narcotift,  possessing  anodyne,  anti-spasmodic,  de- 
obstruent  and  diuretic  properties. 

The  leaves  of  the  hemlock  are  the  part  employed  in  medicine, 
which,  as  well  as  the  seeds,  owe  their  poisonous  properties  to  a 
substance  which  has  been  variously  designated,  conicvie^  conirij 
cicuiine,  and  coneine. 

The  action  of  the  poison  is  exercised  principally  upon  the  spi- 
nal marrow,  and  is  directly  opposed  to  that  oi  the  nux  vomica, 
ignatia,  and  their  alkali — strychnine. 

Strychnine  irritates  the  spinal  marrow,  produces  violent  and 
permanent  spasms  of  the  muscles,  and  causes  asphyxia-  Coni- 
cine,  on  the  contrary,  exhausts  the  nervous  energy  of  the  spinal 
marrow,  produces  a  general  muscular  paralysis,  and  by  this  ex- 
haustion produces  asphyxia  equally  with  the  former.  Hemlock, 
given  in  a  small  dose,  causes,  at  first,  light  vertigo,  headache,  and 
nausea ;  the  urinary  and  cutaneous  secretions  are  also  increased. 
In  an  increased  dose  it  acts  like  stupefying  poisons,  causing  drowsi- 
ness, stupor,  delirium,  syncope,  an  d  sometimes  deatL 

It  is  used  to  promote  sleep,  and  will  be  found  efficacious  in  al- 
laying excessive  action  of  the  heart,  in  hypertrophy  of  this  organ. 
All  affections  attended  with  an  excited  or  excitable  condition  of 
the  nervous  or  vascular  systems,  will  be  benefited  by  its  use. 
Beneficial  in  coughs,  and  in  phthisis,  in  intermittent  fever,  and  in 
neuralgia.  Conium  may  be  combined  to  advantage  with  hydrio- 
date  of  potassa  in  some  cases  of  phthisis  and  strumous  affections. 
It  is  highly  recommended  in  chronic  rheumatism,  secondary 
syphilis,  m  scrofiilous  tumors,  and  ulcers,  and  in  strumous  ophthal- 
mia. It  is  contra-indicated,  save  in  conjunction  with  bark  and 
iron,  in  those  forms  of  disease  in  which  cachexy  and  inflamma- 
tory tendency  of  a  low  grade  are  combined,  producing  emaciation,' 

&C. 

Fothergill  strongly  recommends  this  drug  in  the  treatment  of 
neuralgia  and  rheumatism. 

It  has  been  used  with  decided  advantage  in  gonorrhea,  in  vari- 
ous diseases  of  the  skin,  in*  the  complicated  derangements  of 
health  attendant  upon  secondarv  syphilis,  in  excessive  secretion 
of  milk,  in  pertussis,  asthma,  cnronic  catarrh,  and  consumption, 
and  in  various  other  disorders  connected  with  a  general  depraved 
state  of  the  health.  It  is  occasionally  employed  with  the  effect  of 
relieving  or  palliating  the  symptoms,  or  fevorably  modifying  the 
action  of  other  rememes.  Dr.  Gibson,  of  the  University  of  rennsyl 
vania,  considers  it  efficacious  in  the  cure  of  goitre. 
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Coniuin,  unquestionably,  proves  useful  in  the  treatment  of  can- 
cer, mitigating  pain,  checkir\g  the  progress  of  the  disease,  and 
sometimes  affecting  a  radical  and  permanent  cura  The  less  ma- 
lignant may,  with  safety,  be  said  to  be  under  its  control.  Dr.  S. 
W.  Williams,  of  Deerfield,  Mass.,  has  treated  many  cases  of  dis- 
eased mammary  glands  successfully.  Some  of  his  cases  are  de- 
scribed as  real  open  cancers.  Dr.  raris  recommends  conium  as  a 
valuable  palliative  in  bronchitis,  (chronicj,  and  in  irritable  states 
of  the  respiratory  mucous  membrane.  Dr.  Dewees  observes  that 
the  most  successftd  medicine  which  he  has  used  in  menorrhagia, 
is  the  extract  of  conium.  Dr.  Waring  adds,  the  internal  and  ex- 
ternal application  of  this  medicine  is  attended  with  excellent  ef- 
fects in  syphilitic  ulcerations. 

But  whatever  preparation  be  administered,  or  for  whatever  com- 
plaint prescribed,  the  dose  should  be  gradually  increased  until  un- 
equivocal symptoms  of  its  operation  are  manifest,  and  then,  and 
not  before,  should  the  daily  increase  be  suspended /)r  diminished. 
In  no  other  manner  is  it  possible  to  have  any  assurance  that  the 
preparation  employed  is  really  activa  See  Journal  of  Materia 
Medica,  voL  4. 

Antidotes.  —  Vinegar  is  recommended  as  an  antidote.  The 
stomach  to  be  properly  evacuated  before  administering  it 

Incompatibles, — Strong  acids,  alkalies,  tannin,  &a 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fhiid  Extract, Dose,  5  to  20  drops. 


Solid 

Pills  of  Conium,  i  grain, 

t(  «(  1  <4 


i<  it 


1  "  

and  Ipecac,  (U.  S.  P.)  1  grain,. . . 


i  to  li  grains. 
2  to  6. 
1  to  8. 
1  to  2. 
8  to  6. 


Convallaxia   Multiflora. 

(  Oiant  SohmorCs  Seal, ) 

• 

Tonic,  mucilaginous  and  mildly  astringent  Valuable  in  lea- 
corrhea,  menorrhagia,  female  debility  and  pectoral  affections,  also 
in  piles.  It  will  be  found  of  great  efficacy  in  irritable  conditions 
of  tne  intestines,  as  well  as  in  chronic  inflammation  of  these  parts. 
Useful  in  the  treatment  of  erysipelas  and  cutaneous  affections.  A 
iarge  dose  will  produce  emesis  and  act  as  a  cathartic. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  1  to  2  dnous. 
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Coptis   Trifolia. 

(  Gold    Thread  ) 

Simple  tonic  bitter.  Closely  resembling  quassia  in  properties, 
and  is  used  when  a  pure,  simple,  tonic  bitter  is  desired.  Also  as  a 
local  application  in  apthous,  and  other  ulcerations  of  the  mouth. 
Also  very  useful  in  atonic  dyspepsia,  and  loss  of  appetite.  See 
Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol  2. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  i  to  1  dram. 

Oomus   Florida. 

(  Boxwood. ) 

This  well -known  plant  possesses  tonic  and  anti-intermittent  pro- 
perties, very  nearly  alli^  to  those  of  cinchona ;  in  periodic  fe- 
vers, it  is  one  of  our  most  valuable  indigenous  plants.  Dr.  Gregg 
states  that,  "after  employing  it  for  twenty-three  years  in  the  treat- 
ment of  intermittent  fevers,  he  was  satisfied  that  it  was. not  infe- 
rior to  Peruvian  Bark."  Prof.  Barton  says:  "It  may  be  asserted 
with  entire  safety,  that  as  yet  there  has  not  been  discovered  within 
the  limits  of  the  United  States,  any  vegetable  so  effectually  to  an- 
swer the  purpose  of  Peruvian  bark  in  the  management  of  in- 
termittent fevers,  as  eomus  florida."  Eberle  states  that  thirty- 
five  grains  of  boxwood  bark  are  equal  to  thirty  of  cinchona. 

It  may  be  used  in  all  cases  where  quinia  is  indicated  and  can 
not  be  administered,  owing  to  idiosyncrasy,  &c.,  or  when  it  can  not 
be  obtained  pure.  Its  internal  use  increases  the  force  and  firequen- 
cy  of  the  pulse,  and  elevates  the  temperature  of  the  body.  It  may 
tie  used  with  advantage  in  all  cases  where  tonics  are  required,  in 
periodical  fevers,  tjrphoid  fev«*rs,  &c.  The  comin  is  much  used  as 
a  substitute  for  qmnia,  and  may  be  variously  combined  with  oco/n- 
ihoxylin^  myricin^  salidn^  hydra^tin^  podophyllin,  or  extract  of 
dmicUuga^  in  the  different  affections  for  wnich  it  is  administered. 
See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  voL  1. 

PBEPABATIOKS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  i  to    2  drams. 

Solid       "       "    StolOyraina 

Comin, "    1  to  10      •* 

Pills  o(  Extract  of  Oomus,  2  grains, "    2  to    5. 

"        Oomin,  2  grains, - "    1  to    5. 

Corydalis  Formosa. 

(  Turkey    C^m,  ) 

Tonic,  diuretic,  and  alterative.  The  remedial  properties  of  this 
plant  are  held  in  very  high  repute  by  all  Eclectic  practitionera  With 
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tonic  powers  of  great  value,  it  combines  energetic  alterative  and 
resolvent  powers.  It  has  been  employed  with  marked  success  in 
the  treatment  of  syphilis,  with  podophyllin.  Its  use  in  such  cases 
should  be  persevered  in,  and  occasionally  alternated  with  stUlin- 
gia,  phytolaccin^  or  other  alteratives.  In  cases  of  cutaneous  af- 
fections, its  use  is  reputed  as  highly  satis&ctory.  In  scroftila, 
particularly  when  accompanied  with  feeble  digestion  and  poverty 
of  the  blood  it  is  highly  recommended ;  also  for  dropsy,  general 
debility,  gravel,  in  affections  of  the  urinary  organs,  in  atonic  gleet, 
passivp  leucorrhoea,  catarrhal  affections  of  the  bladder,  inconti- 
nence of  urine,  it  is  reported  as  serviceable. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  10  to  40  drops. 

Corydalin, '       ito    1  grain. 


Crocus   SativiLS. 

{Saffron.) 

Safiron  is  cordial,  anodyne,  emmenagogue  and  diaphoretic.  In 
moderate  doses,  it  stimulates  the  stomach,  and  in  large  quantities 
it  excites  the  vascular  system  ;  moreover,  it  seems  to  have  a  spe- 
cific influence  on  the  cerebro-spinal  system,  as  it  aflfects,  it  is  said, 
the  mental  faculties.  It  is  fi:^quently  used  to  assist,  in  eruption  of 
exanthematous  disease&  Has  oeen  of  benefit  in  amenorrhoea,  dys- 
menorrhoea,  chlorosis,  hysteria,  and  in  suppression  of  the  locmal 
discharge. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  20  to  60  drops. 


Croton   Elenteria. 

(  Oascanlla.  ) 

Aromatic  and  tonic,  employed  when  a  pleasant  and  gently  stim- 
ulant tonic  is  desirable ;  as  in  dyspepsia,  chronic  diarrhea  and 
dysentery,  flatulent  colic,  and  other  cases  of  debility  of  the  stom- 
ach and  bowels.  It  is  sometimes  advantageously  combined  with 
the  more  powerful  bitters.  Cascarilla  counteracts  the  tendency 
of  cinchona  to  proudce  nausea. 

Incompatihles, — lime  water,  sulphate  of  iron  and  zinc.  Infu- 
sions containing  tannic  or  gallic  acid. 

PBKPARATIOH. 

.  Fluid  Extract.  •   Dose,  20  to  60  drops. 
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CtLCumis  Coloc3nitliia 

{(hlocynih.) 

Hydragogue  cathartic.  It  is  employed  in  passive  dropsy,  in 
cerebral  deranffements,  and  tor  the  purpose  of  overcoming  torpid 
conditions  of  the  biliary  and  digestive  system.  Its  irritant  effect 
upon  the  rectum  may  mfluence  the  uterus  by  sympathy  of  con- 
tiguity, and  thus  provoke  menstruation.  It  may  be  used  in  mo- 
derate doses  in  all  diseases  where  catharsis  is  inaicated.  The  ad- 
dition of  extract  of  hyoscyamiLs  will  deprive  it  of  its  harsh  and 
griDing  effect 

Incompatibles, — Fixed  alkalies,  sulphate  of  iron,  nitrate  of  sil- 
ver, acetate  ol  lead,  &a 

PRBPARATI0N8. 

Fluid      Extract  Colocynth Dqpe,  6  to  16  drops. 

Solid  '*  **      Used  in  compounds 

♦*  "  "      Compound, Dose,  2  to  30  grains 

PiUa  ot  "  and  Blue  Pill,  3  grains, ...     "    2  to  3. 

"  "  "      Calomel,  3  grs.,  ...     "    2  to  3. 

"  "  "  3  grains, "    2  to  6. 

'*  "        and  Hyoscyamus  (XT.  S.  P.,) 

3  grains, "    1  to  6. 

•*  **         and  Podophyllin,  3  grs.,..     "     1  to  2. 

"  "  "         and  Ipecac,  3  grains, "    3  to  5. 

CtLroTLxna   Longa 

{Turmeric) 

Stimulant  aromatic  tonic;  used  especially  in  jaundice  and 
the  itch ;  also  employed  in  debilitated  states  of  the  stomach,  inter- 
mittent fever,  and  dropsy. 

PRBPARATION, 

Fluid 'Extract, Dose,  2  to  3  drams. 

Cypiipedium   Pubescens. 

{Ladies^  Slipper.) 

Tonic,  diaphoretic,  sedative,  nervine,  slightly  narcotic,  and  anti- 
spasmodia  U  seful  in  hysteria,  chorea,  nervous  headache,  and  all 
cases  of  nervous  irritability.  Dr.  E.  P.  Stevens  considered  it 
quite  equal  to  valerian.  Dr.  Ives  employed  it  in  a  variety  of 
nervous  diseases,  and  has  known  it  to  cure  epilepsy.  The  com- 
plaints especially  mentioned  by  him  are  hypochondriasis,  neural- 
gia, and  morbid  sensitiveness  of  the  nervous  system  generally,  es- 
pecially of  the  eya  It  is  held  in  high  estimation  in  some  parts, 
m  domestic  practice,  as  a  sedative  and  anti-spasmodic. 

The  cypripedin  is  a  good  substitute  for  English  valerian^  and 
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is  preferred  by  soma  Employed  in  some  neuralgic  affections^ 
hysteria  and  a  deranged  condition  of  the  whole  nervous  systenk 
PWiuces  sleep,  without  any  stupefying  effect  It  is  often  more 
beneficial  upon  the  nervous  system  than  hyoscyamus^  strychnine 
and  other  narcotics,  producing  relief  when  they  will  not  Excel- 
lent in  allaying  intestinal  irritation,  when  umiccompanied  by 
active  inflammation.  Advantageously  combined  with  extract  of 
lettuce, 

PBEPARATIOirS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  ^  to    1  dram. 

SoUd         *•       "      4tol5gram& 

Cypripedin, *'      2  to    4       " 

Pills  of  Extract  Cypripedium,  2  grraiua, •*      2  to   6. 


Datura  StramonitLHL 

{Thorn  Apple,) 

A  well-known  anodyne,  narcotic,  and  anti  spasmodic.  The  prop- 
erties of  daturia  resemole  those  of  atropia.  In  long  continued  or 
large  doses,  stramonium  causes  dilatation  of  the  pupil :  also  if  the 
extract  is  applied  to  the  eyebrows  or  temples — great  disturbance 
of  the  cerebnJ  functions,  delirium  and  deatL  It  will  often  act  as 
an  anodyne  and  narcotic  when  opium  and  belladonna  fail  Dr. 
Chapman  regards  this  agent  as  more  efficacious  in  melancholia 
than  in  any  other  form  of  mental  derangement.  Dr.  Woodabd, 
late  superintendent  of  the  Massachusetts  Lunatic  Hospital,  re- 
garded stramonium  as  of  essential  servicein  the  treatment  of  insan- 
ity with  epilepsy.  Dr.  Burrows  found  one  grain  of  the  extract 
to  produce  sleep  in  furious  mania,  when  other  narcotics  had  failed. 
Of  fifty -five  cases  collected  by  Dr.  Bayle,  a  majority  were  bene- 
fited by  its  use. 

Epilepsy, — Dr.  Fisher  found  it  useftil  in  those  cases  which  are 
diurnal  or  have  regular  returns.  Dr.  Archer,  of  Maryland,  cel- 
ebrated its  virtues  in  this  disease,  more  than  half  a  centurj'  ago. 
Dr.  TuLLY  prescribed  it  for  epilepsy  with  more  confidence  than 
any  other  article  in  the  materia  medica.  He  directs  this  class  of 
patients  to  continue  its  use,  for  months  afl«r  the  paroxysms  are  sus- 
pended, as  a  prophylactic.  The  patient  should  be  fully  under  its 
mfluence ;  the  effect  upon  the  pupil  should  be  the  test ;  and  if 
kept  dilated  for  a  year,  they  would  return  to  their  normal  size  by 
suspending  the  medicine.  Most  patients  require  some  preparation 
of  iron  in  the  treatment  of  this  diseasa 

Chorea, — Dr.  Frost  relates  the  case  of  a  young  ladv  who  was  cured 
in  six  weeks  of  chorea ;  and  the  experience  of  a  large  number  of 
physicians  is  that  no  single  remedy  will  be  found  equal  to  it  in 
this  disease.    It  will  be  found  advantageous  to  combine  puiga- 
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iives,  or  give  it  in  conjunction  with  iron^  oocyde  of  zinc,   opiimi^ 
jcannabis,  ctmicijuga  &c., 

Dr.  King,  of  Soffield,  Conn.,  has  reported  two  cases  which  he 
^regarded  as  meningitis,  the  cure  of  which  was  evidently  due  to 
.BtramoDium. 

Spasmodic  Asthma, — ^Dr.  BiGELOW  says :  "  It  would  not  be  dif- 
ficult to  designate  individuals  in  Boston  and  vicinity,  who  are  in 
the  habit  of  employing  stramonium  with  unfailing  relief  in  the 
paroxysms  of  this  distressinff  complaint."  Pages  might  be  filled 
;Bhowing  the  importance  of  this  drug  in  the  treatment  of  asthma, 
and  scores  of  names  of  physicians  in  this  country  and  Europe 
might  be  cited  as  recommending  its  use^ 

Abortion, — John  King,  M.  D.,  says  that  it  is  superior  to  any- 
thing else  for  preventing  abortion.  Its  efficacy  has  oeen  tested  m 
a  number  of  instances. 

Dyvmeryorrho^a, — Eberle  says  by  exhibiting  firom  twenty  to 
thirty  drops  of  the  officinal  tincture,  thiee  times  a  day  for  two  or 
three  days,  immediately  preceding  the  period  of  the  menses,  the 
•distressing  pain  attending  this  period  will,  in  some  instances,  be 
entirely  pfevented.  He  has  known  it  effect  a  perfect  cure.  Dr. 
A.  T.  Thompson  found  half-grain  doses  of  the  extract  in  combi- 
nation with  Plummer's  pill  and  digitalis^  extremely  useful  in  the 
.  same  affection.    Dr.  Chapman  used  it  successfiilly  in  this  disease. 

Retention  of  Urine, — If  it  depend  upon  inflammation  about  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  it  may  sometimes  be  overcome  without 
catheterism,  by  applying  the  extract  with  moist  heat  externally. 
Good  results  have  followed  its  application  in  urethral  stricture. 

Rheumatism. — Many  authors  might  be  cited  if  necessary  in  oon- 
firmaiion  of  its  efficacy  in  this  complaint,  both  internally  and  ex* 
temally.  M.  Trousseau  declares  that  he  has  derived  aavantagea 
horn  stramonium  in  rheumatism,  which  no  other  agent  appeared 
capable  of  affording.  Dr.  Stille  remarks:  "There  is  no 
reason  why,  in  external  applications  at  least,  stramonium  should 
not  take  the  place  of  more  expensive  and  often  less  pure  narco- 
tics, in  the  treatment  of  every  kind  of  painful  affection.  So  com- 
mon, and  at  the  same  time  so  powerful  an  agent,  deserves  more 
attention  from  American  physicians  than  it  has  hitherto  received 
.  and  of  which  any  published  evidence  can  be  found." 

Hemorrhoids, — Among  the  local  uses  of  stramonium,  none  equals 
it,  in  imparting  comfort,  so  much  as  its  employment  in  piles,  and 
other  kindred  affections  of  the  rectum.  An  ointment  composed 
of  the  extract  of  stramonium  and  lead  cerate  in  equal  parts  is  an 
, almost  infallible  remedy  for  the  intolerable  itching  and  burning 
which  piles,  vermicular  ascarides,  etc.,  occasion;  it  forms  also,  a 
-very  soothing  application  in  fissure  of  the  anus ;  also  in  nympho- 
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mania,  in  form  of   ointment,  to  lessen  venereal  excitement     See 
Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  2,  and  4. 

Antidotes. — Evacuation  of  the  stomach  by  emetics  or  stomach 

i)ump,  after  which,  \T.negar  and  water  may  be  administered,  fol- 
owed  by  mucilaginous  drinks,  with  strong  coffee,  and  other  stimu- 
lating cordial,  according  to  the  prostration. 

Incompatible^. — Caustic,  fixed  alkalies,  or  soda  and   potash ;    aa 
they  have  been  known  to  destroy  its  narcotic  powers. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  5  to  20  drops. 

SoUd        "     "     ito    1  grain. 

PiUs,  i  grain, "     1  to    2. 

"1     "  • "      1  to    2. 


Digitalis  Purpurea. 

{Foxglove.) 

It  possesses  narcotic,  diuretic,  and  sedative  properties ;  and  is 
one  of  the  most  valuable  known  medicines  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
ducing the  action  of  the  heart,  for  producing  action  of  the  absorb- 
ents, as  a  diuretic,  and  for  producing  specific  action  over  the  cere- 
bro-spinal  system. 

Therapeutic  Uses. — In  dropsy,  ascites,  anasarca,  and  hydro 
thorax,  it  has  proved  a  powerful  and  efficacious  remedy,  particu- 
larly if  combined  with  mercury^  squiUs,  and  the  sesqui-carhonate 
cf  ammonia.  The  fluid  extract  in  such  cases  should  be  made  in- 
to an  infusion  It  is  more  serviceable  in  dropsy  arising  fix)m  dis- 
ease of  the  liver  and  other  viscera. 

Dropsy  after  Fever. — In  chronic  dropsical  affections,  in  anasarca, 
and  oedrma,  attended  with  debility,  and  occurring  after  scarlet  fe- 
ver, Dr.  Holland  considers  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  any  sin- 
gle combination  more  effectual  than  digitalis  and  tinct,  ferri  ses- 
qui'chloridi  In  diseases  of  the  heart  it  is  a  remedy  of  great  val- 
ue. Dr.  MuNK  considers  that  it  acts  upon  the  heart  in  two  ways : 
by  depressing  the  circulatory  action,  and  as  an  anti-spasmodia 
When  hypertrophy  of  the  heart  exists,  whether  complicated  with 
other  diseases  or  not,  it  exercises  a  powerful  and  beneficial  de- 
pressing action.  When  there  is  an  irritable  state  of  the  heart, 
attended  with  palpitations,  irregularity,  &c.,  it  exercises  its  anti- 
spasmodic power. 

In  aneurism,  Dr.  Hope  found  it  eminently  useftil. 

In  asthma,  connected  with  disease  of  the  heart,  in  spasmodic 
asthma,  it  has  proved  of  excellent  service.  In  insanity  and  mania 
it  is  advised  by  a  large  number  of  physicians.  In  the  Medical 
Times  and  Gazette,  Dr.  Francis  E.  Cavey,  of  Guernsey,  mtn- 
tions  several  cases  of  delirium  tremens  successftilly  treated  with 
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digitalis,  after  entire  failure  of  the  opium  treatment.     He  gave  the 

tincture  in   half  ounce  doses,  with  an  equal  quantity  of  gin,  and 

in  every  case  found  one  dose  sufficient. 

^    In  epilepsy,  and  epileptic  mania,  it  has  been  used  with  decided 

ejffect. 

Dr.  Pereira  considers  that  the  danger  of  its  accumulatory  ef- 
fects in  the  system,  has  been  over-state(l,  and  Dr.  Garrod  explains 
its  cumulative  character  as  follows :  "  That  considerable  weaken- 
ing of  the  heart's  action  may  occur  without  any  very  evident 
symptom  being  produced ;  but  if  this  is  increased  above  a  certain 
point,  so  as  to  interfere  with  the  efficiency  of  the  circulatiou,  then 
all  the  symptoms  are  likely  to  be  rapidly  and  dangerously  mani- 
lested.  It  possesses  a  two-fold  action  :  the  one  a  sedative,  the  oth- 
er, diuretic.  These  two  actions  are  said  never  to  occur  siniulta- 
nt-ously ;  if  it  acts  as  a  sedative,  it  produces  no  diuresis,  and  vice 
versa ;  and  if  either  of  these  effects  be  obtained  in  a  kindly  man- 
ner, the  patient  may  be  considered  safe  from  any  dangerous  ef- 
fecia" 

The  active  principle,  digitalin,  is  much  used  m  the  same  ca^es 
where  digitalis  has  been  recommended — in  doses  from  i  to  m  of 
a  grain.  It  is  one  of  those  remedies  which  should  not  be  d  min- 
istered without  an  accurate  knowledge  of  their  properties.  See, 
Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  4,  and  6. 

Antidotes.  —  Its  poisonous  effects  are  best  counteracted  by  a 
speedy  evacuation  of  the  stomach  by  warm  drinks  together  with 
smapisms  to  wrists  and  ankles.  The  emesis  should  be  followed  by 
a  free  use  of  wine,  brandy,  ammonia,  and  other  stimulants. 

IncompatibUs, — Salt*^  oi  iron  and  lead ;  tannin,  and  vegetable 
astringenta 

PKEPAKATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  5  to  10  drops. 

Solid      "       •*     i  to    1  grain 

Pills  of  Digitalin,  /^  grain *'     1  to    2. 

Extract  Digitalis,  i  grain *'     1  to    8. 

"    and  Squill,  U.  S.  P.,  2  grs.,     "      2  to    4. 


it 
it 


Diosoorea  YiUosa. 

{Wild  Yam.) 

Anti-spasmodic.  It  is  represented  as  very  efficacious  in  bilious 
oolic,  efficient,  in  itself,  to  control  the  most  severe  and  obstinate 
attacks  of  this  disease,  giving  prompt  and  permanent  relieii  It 
will  also  allay  nausea,  cramps  and  painful  spasmodic  affections  of 
the  bowels.  The  tincture  is  said  to  be  a  valuable  expectorant 
and  diaphoretic. 
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The  active  principle,  dioscorein,  says  Dr.  King,  is  as  much  a 
specific  in  biUous  colic,  as  quinia  in  mtermittents.  Four  grains 
of  dioscorein,  in  one  tablespoonfiil  of  brandy,  are  reported  by  the 
same  author,  to  have  given  prompt  relief  in  an  obstinate  case,  which 
was  pronounced  hopeless  by  several  physicians,  and  repeated 
once  after  an  interim  of  about  twenty  minutes,  to  have  effected  a 
permanent  cure  The  extract  of  imld  yam  combined  with  the 
extract  of  comus  proves  eminently  serviceable  in  nausea  and 
vomiting  of  pregnant  women.  Combined  with  the  extract  of  gin- 
ger and  asclepidin  it  is  recommended  useful  in  flatulency. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose  6  to  80  drop*. 

Dioscorein "    1  to    2  grains. 


Dipterix  Odorata. 

{Tonqua.) 

Tonqua  bean  is  the  firuit  or  seed  of  a  large  tree  indigenous 
to  the  province  of  Guiana.  The  bean  has  a  strong,  agreeable, 
aromatic  odor,  and  a  bitterish,  aromatic  taste. 

The  tonqua  bean  is  employed  chiefly  to  flavor  other  medicines^ 
and  for  perfumery. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract To  be  used  afdiscretioik 


Epigasa  Repens. 

{Trailing  Arbutus, — Oravel  Plant) 

Diuretic  and  astringent 

It  proves  highly  beneficial  in  Hthic  acid  gravel  and  all  diseases 
of  the  urinary  organa  This  plant  possesses  properties  allied  to 
those  of  the  uva  ursi — acting  in  an  especial  manner  on  the 
kidneys  and  the  membranes  of  the  oladder  and  urethra. 
It  is  thought  to  have  emmenagogue  properties  in  cases  of 
amenorrhoea  occurring  in  scrofulous  constitutions.  When  the 
uva  ursi  and  buchu  have  produced  unpleasantsymptoms,  in 
cases  of  irritated  action  of  the  bladder  and  urethra,  the  arbutus 
has  produced  an  alleviation  of  the  symptoms,  and  sometimes 
entire  removal  of  the  disease.  It  has  been  recommended  as  a 
remedy  peculiarly  adapted  for  the  cure  of  Bright's  disease  of  the 
kidneys,  or  any  disease  accompanied  with  albuminous  urine.  A 
case  ca  anasarca  and  ascites,  with  cough,  was  treated  with  digita- 
lis^ squill^   terebinihinaka^   asclepias,    and     the    spirits  of  nitrotis 
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ether,  without  benefit  The  urine  was  found  to  contain  a  great 
quantity  of  albumen.  The  patient  was  put  upon  the  free  use  of 
tne  decoction  of  the  arbutus,  to  the  rejection  of  all  other  medi- 
cines ;  the  albumen  soon  disappeared  rrom  the  urine,  and  the  pa- 
tient recovered. 

It  is  pronounced  by  many  superior  to  uva  ursi,  or  foreign  huchu, 
and  to  succeed  in  producmg  the  desired  effect,  when  these  have 
signally  failed.  Its  anti-lithic  properties  are  of  a  passive,  rather 
than  an  active  character,  preventing  the  accumulation  of  princi- 

Sles  calculated  to  produce  a  precipitation  of  calculous  matter.    The 
uid  extract  is  recommend^  by  Dr.  King  as  an  elegant  prepara- 
tion in  all  urinary  difBcultiea    It  is  sometimes  employed  witn-ad 
vantage  in  diarrhoea  and  bowel  complaints  of  children. . 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to  2  drains. 


Erechtbites  Hieracifolins. 

{Fire  Weed,) 

Tonic,  astringent,  and  alterative.  Has  reputation  in  diseases  of 
the  mucous  tissues  of  the  lungs,  stomach,  and  bowels,  in  the  treat- 
ment of  cholera  and  dysentery,  and  in  the  summer  complaints  of 
children.  In  large  doses  it  acts  as  an  acrid  emetic-cathartic.  It 
seems  to  possess  analogous  properties  with  erigeron,  turpentine, 
and  copaiba.  If  acts  as  a  powerful  irritant  to  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  digestive  and  urinary  organs,  and  in  the  same  manner 
upon  the  blood  vessela  A  spiritous  extract  has  been  highly  recom 
mended  by  Dr.WYETH,  in  tne  treatment  of  cholera  ana  dysentery ; 
in  the  latter  disease,  promptly  arresting  the  muco-gangrenous  dis- 
charges, relieving  pain,  and  effecting  a  speedy  cure.  It  has  long 
had  a  popular  confidence  as  almost  a  specific  for  all  active  hemor- 
rhages, it  has  also  been  found  useful  in  spasms  of  stomach  and 
bowels,  hysteria,  and  diarrhoea  of  pregnant  femalea 

PKEPAKATIOM. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  ^  to  1  dram. 


Enonymus  Atropurpnreus. 

(  Wahoo,) 

This  plant  is  spoken  of  as  possessing  tonic,  hydragogue,  diuretic 
and  anti-periodic  virtues.  Dr.  Twyman,  of  Missouri,  says  he  has 
found  the  effects  of  this  drug  resemble  those  of  rhubarb,  rather 
than  of  a  hydi'agogue,  and  recommends  its  use  as  an  alterative  in 
hepatic  derangements.     It  has  been  employed  with  very  favorable 
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results  in  dropsy,  in  which  complaint  the  fluid  extraet  forms  a 
convenient  preparation.  The  mildness  and  diflferent  properties  of 
this  plant  indicate  its  use  in  several  functional  disturbancea  See 
Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  2. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  1  to  2  drams. 


Eupatorium  Perfoliatum. 

{Boneset) 

A  warm  infusion,  prepared  from  the  fluid  extract  of  this  plant, 
is  emetic,  sudorific,  and  diaphoretic ;  the  cold  infusion  is  a  tonic  and 
febrifuge.  It  has  been  repeatedly  prescribed  with  advantage  in 
rheumatism,  typhoid  pneumonia,  catarrhs,  dropsy,  and  many 
forms  of  fever.  This  plant  is  extensively  employed  by  the  ne- 
groes on  the  Southern  plantations  as  a  tonic  and  diaphoretic  in 
colds  and  fevers,  and  in  the  typhoid  pneumonia  so  prevalent 
among  them.  Says  Porcher:  "In  a  few  cases  which  have 
come  under  my  observation,  we  have  found  this  and  the  polygdla 
senega  convenient  and  useful  prescriptions  in  this  disease :  the  lat- 
ter, with  tartar  emetic  solution^  to.  promote  expectoration ;  and 
the  former,  with  fia/xseed  tea,  as  a  stimulant  diaphoretic ;  com- 
bining them  with  spirits  of  turpentine,  when  it  has  assumed  a 
typhoid  form."  From  its  action  on  the  capillaries,  it  has  been  re- 
commended in  chronic  cutaneous  diseases. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to    2  dnuns. 

Solid     "       "     6  to  20  grains. 

Eupatorin "     1  to    2        " 

Pills,  2  grains  "     2  to    6. 


Eupatorinm  Parpureum. 

{Queen  of  the  Meadow.) 

_  J  The  root  is  bitter,  astringent,  stimulant,  and  powerfully  diuretic. 

Useful  in  all  diseases  of  the  urinary  organ?*,  dropsy,  rheumatism, 
gout,  and  female  weaknesses  and  obstructions.  It  is  thought  by 
some  to  be  a  solvent  of  the  stone,  and  esteemed  an  unfeiling  rem- 
edy in  gravelly  complaints. 

Dr.  ScuDDEB  writes:  "  There  is  no  doubt  but  what  this  agent 
exerts  a  specific  influence  upon  the  kidneys,  increasing  the  quan- 
tity of  urine  secreted,  and,  to  some  degree,  the  amount  of  solids 
excreted  in  it  It  has  been  employed  in  atonic  dropsies,  chronic 
nephritis,  catarrhus  vesicae  attended  with  ulceration ;  chronic  irri- 
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tation  of  the  bladder  attended  with  increased  mucous  secretion. 
It  has  also  been  successfully  employed  in  haematuria,  gleet,  leu- 
corrhoea  and  other  forms  of  female  weakness,  and  in  rheumatism 
and  goutb  It  is  a  popular  remedy  in  gravel,  and  said  by  some  to 
possess  solvent  powers ;  although  we  can  not  award  it  any  positive 
powers  of  that  kind,  yet,  as  it  increases  the  amount  of  water  ex- 
creted, which  is  acknowledged  to  be  the  best  solvent  for  stone,  and 
always  allays  irritation  of  the  bladder,  we  must  consider  it  at  least 
the  equal  of  uva  ursi  and  chimaphila.  We  have  used  the 
euparpurin^  and  consider  it  among  our  most  efficient  curative 
agents  in  diseases  of  the  kidnevs,  bladder  and  urethra.  In  one 
case  of  marked  albuminuria^  when  other  agents  had  failed  to  pro- 
duce any  relief,  the  continued  use  of  this  remedy  for  two  weeks 
entirely  relieved  the  patienc.  In  two  cases  of  diabetes  insipidus^ 
its  use  was  attended  with  the  same  results.  We  have  also  em- 
ployed it  in  incontinence  ofurine^  especially  in  children,  with  good 
efifects.  It  is  of  the  most  importance,  however,  in  allaying  irrita- 
tion of  the  bladder ;  in  many  cases  of  this  kind  caused  by  dis- 
placement or  chronic  inflanimation  of  the  uterus,  or  arising  during 
or  after  pregnancy,  we  have  obtained  more  benefit  from  its  use 
than  any  otner  agent."  ^ 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to  8  drams. 

Eupurpurin "    8  to  4  grains. 


GraUnm  Aparine. 

(Cleavers.) 

A  valuable  refrigerant  and  diuretic,  possessing  aperient  and 
anti-scorbutic  properties.  Has  been  used  in  dropsy,  congestion  of 
spleen  and  scrorala.  It  will  be  found  very  beneficial  in  many 
diseases  of  the  urinary  organs,  suppression  oi  urine,  gravel,  calcu- 
lus, nephritis,  inflammation  of  the  bladder,  and  burning  pain  ac- 
companying micturition  in  gonorrhea. 

Crnitra-induxUions, — Diseases  of  a  passive  character  on  account 
of  its  refrigerant  and  sedative  effects  on  the  system,  but  may  be 
used  in  fevers  and  all  acute  diseases. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to  2  drams. 


Q-axiltheria  Procumbens. 

{Wintergreen.) 
Wintergreen  is  aromatic,  stimulant,  and  astringent    It  has  been 
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employed  with  benefit  in  chronic  mucous  discharges,  in  dysen- 
tery, amenorrhea,  and  other  fluxes,  and  with  a  view  of  increasing 
lactation.  The  chief  use  is  to  impart  an  agreeable  flavor  to  un- 
palatable syrups  and  other  preparations.  See  Journal  of  Materia 
Medica,  vol.  i. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to  2  drams 


Q-elsemintim  Sempervirens. 

{Yellow  Jessamine,) 

Nervine,  anti-spasmodic,  febrifuge,  and  hj  some  claimed  to  be 
narcotic.     Efficacious  in   nervous  and  bilious  headache,  colds, 

!)neumonia,  hemorrhages,  leucorrhea,  chorea,  ague-cake,  and  in 
evers.  Some  recommend  its  use  in  acute  rheumatism  and  in 
oleurisy.  In  convulsions,  its  eflfeots  have  been  very  satisfactory, 
tt  reduces  the  circulation  and  frequency  of  respirations,  promotes 
perspiration  and  the  secretions  generally,  and  while  it  relaxes  all 
the  muscles,  it  relieves,  by  its  action  on  the  general  system,  all 
sense  of  pain. — (Dr.  J.  A  Mayes.)  It  is  said  to  be  capable  of 
subduing,  in  from  two  to  twenty-tour  hours,  and  without  the  least 
possible  injury  to  the  patient,  the  most  formidable  and  complicat- 
ed  fevers  incident  to  oar  climate,  quieting  nervous  irrita^bility 
and  excitement,  equalizing  the  circulation,  promoting  perspira- 
tion and  rectifying  the  secretions  without  nausea,  vomiting  or 
purging,  and  is  also  adapted  to  all  stages  of  disease. 

Tne  gelseminum  possesses  a  most  perfect  contrpl  over  the  nerv- 
ous system,  and  is  an  unrivalled  febrifuge,  which  appears  to  de- 
f)end  upon  its  relaxing  and  spasmodic  properties.  "  Its  physio- 
ogical  effects  are  dimness  of  the  vision,  aouole-sightedness,  inabil- 
ity to  open  the  eyelids,  stiffness  of  the  jaws,  general  muscular  de- 
bility, and  complete  prostration.  These  soon  pass  off,  however^ 
on  withholding  its  use,  leaving  the  patient  comfortable  and  re- 
freshed."— A.  M.  Nash.  **It  will  suspend  and  hold  in  check 
muscular  irritability  and  nervous  excitement,  with  more  force  and 
power  than  any  known  remedy.  It  performs  its  wonder-working 
cures,  in  all  febrile  diseases,  without  exciting  either  nausea,  vom- 
iting, or  purging.  When  enough  has  been  given  to  produce  its 
speafic  effect,  tne  eye  is  dimmed,  the  vision  clouded  and  doubled, 
the  head  light  and  aizzy.  There  is  danger  of  carrying  it  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  suspend  involuntary  muscular  action,  and  when 
this  is  the  case,  death  must  ensue." — F.  D.  Hill.  "  It  may  be 
used  in  all  species  of  fevers,  nervous  and  bilious  headiache, 
colds,  pneumonia,  ague-cake,  asthma,  chronic  rheumatism,  ana 
many  other  diseases,  though  it  is  in  fev«  rs,  especially,  in  which  its 
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efficacy  has  been  mostly  observed."  Dr.  Miller  writes:  "I  am 
perfectly  satisfied  that  gelseminum  will  cut  short  typhoid  fever, 
when  given  early  in  the  disease,  and  even  when  of  ten  days' 
standing."  Dr.  McGill  writes:  "  In  typhoid  pneumonia  I  alter- 
nate the  gelseminum  with  quinine  and  cajmcum,  and  have  nev- 
er known  it  to  fail  in  affording  permanent  relief."  The  active 
principle,  gelseminin^  satisfies  all  the  indications  of  the  plant,  and 
IS  especially  adapted  to  be  used  as  an  adjuvant  to  other  medicines, 
or  with  them  in  combination.  It  is  a  remedy  that  should  be 
given  with  care. 

For  a  full  statement  of  its  physiological  and  medicinal  propei  ties, 
with  cases  in  practice  where  it  has  been  used,  see  Journal  of  Ma- 
teria Medica,  for  1858,  1860,  and  1866. 

Antidotes. — When  an  over-dose  has  been  taken,  the  proper  anti- 
dotes are  brandy,  quinine,  or  arom.  spts.  of  ammonia,  and  when 
indicated,  tinct  opiL 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  8  to  20  drops. 

Gelseminin "     J  to  2  grains. 


Q-entiaiia  Lutea. 

{Oentian.) 

Gentian  possesses,  in  a  high  degree,  the  tonic  powers  which  car- 
acterize  the  simple  bitters.  It  excites  the  appetite,  invigorates  di- 
gestion, moderately  increases  the  temperature  ot  the  bodv  and  the 
force  of  the  circulation,  and  operates,  in  fact,  as  a  general  corrobo- 
rant It  acts  without  causing  any  astringency ;  indeed,  is  occa- 
sionally laxative.  It  may  be  usea  in  all  cases  of  pure  debility  of 
the  digestive  organs,  or  where  a  general  tonic  impression  is  re- 
quired. Dyspepsia,  gout,  amenorrncea,  hysteria,  scrofula,  inter- 
mittent fevers,  diarrhea,  worms,  are  among  the  many  affections 
in  which  it  proves  useful ;  but  it  is  the  condition  of  the  stomach 
and  the  system  generally,  not  the  name  of  the  disease,  which  must 
be  taken  into  consideration  in  prescribing  it 

Qrentian  Compound. 

This  preparation  is  composed  of  gentian^  orange  peel,  cloves, 
canella  and  red  saunders.  An  agreeable  tonic,  pleasant  to  the 
taste,  seldom  proving  obnoxious  to  the  stomach-  The  medicinal 
virtues  of  the  several  ingredients  of  this  compound  are  too  weU 
known  to  need  any  lengthy  notice.  See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica, 
vol.  2. 

Controrindications, — Febrile  disorders.  Inflammatory  conditions, 
of  the  gastro-intestinal  membrane. 
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PREPARATIONS. 


Fluid  Extract  of  Gentian Dose,  i^  to    1  dram. 

"  "  **  Compound "    i  to    1      " 

Solid        "  "  **    8  to  16    grains. 

Pills,       "  "  2  grains "    2  to    6. 

'*    of  Gentian  Compound,  4  grs **    1  to    6. 

Greraninm  MaculatuixL 

{OrancshiU,) 

Astringent  and  tonic.  As  an  astringent  it  contains  considera- 
bly more  tannin  than  kino,  and  may  be  employed  in  all  cases 
wnere  astringents  are  indicated.  It  is  a  supenor  agent  in  the  first 
stages  of  dysentery,  diarrhea,  and  cholera  morbus.  It  is  effica- 
cious in  the  treatment  of  hemorrhages,  hematuria,  menorrhagia, 
leucorrhea,  gleet,  diabetes,  &c.  The  tincture  is  an  excellent  local 
application  in  sore  throat  and  ulceration  of  the  mouth.  In  colliq- 
uative diarrhea  it  answers  an  excellent  purpose,  either  alone  or  in 
combination  with  quinine.  It  may  be  applied  to  ulcers  external- 
ly, and  in  combination  with  alum  and  gum  arable^  it  is  a  good  ap- 
plication to  bleeding  wounds  and  in  epistaxis.  Good  as  a  wash 
and  gargle  in  relaxation  of  the  uvula,  and  affections  of  the  mouth 
and  throat,  as  well  as  an  injection  in  leucorrhea  and  gleet  The 
absence  of  unpleasant  taste,  and  of  all  other  oflFensive  qualities, 
renders  it  peculiarly  serviceable  in  the  cases  of  infants,  ana  of  per- 
sons of  delicate  stomachs.     See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  1$59. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  i  to    1  dram. 

Solid      "        *'     8  to  16  grains. 

Geraniin    "     1  to    5      " 

PillB  of  Geraniin,  1  grain **     1  to    5. 

"     Extract  Geranium,  2  grains "     2  to    6. 


Geum  Rivale. 

{Aven's   Root) 

Tonic  and  astringent.  There  is  a  great  variety  of  diseases 
which  are  beneficially  treated  by  this  agent  The  success  which 
BO  uniformly  attends  its  use,  places  its  rank  high  in  therapeutics^ 
Among  the  ftmctional  and  organic  derangements  in  which  its  em- 
ployment is  indicated,  are  passive  and  chronic  hemorrhages,  chron- 
ic diarrhea  and  dysentery,  dyspepsia,  leucorrhea,  congestion  of  the 
abdominal  viscera,  intermittents,  &c.  See  Journal  of  Materia  Med- 
ica, vol.  1. 

^BBPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  ^  to  1  drazn. 
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Ghillenia  Trifoliata. 

{Indian  Physic) . 

Emetic,  cathartic,  sudorific,  and  expectorant.  In  small  doses  it 
is  tonic  and  deobstruent,  resembles  ipecac  in  its  mode  of  action. 
This  agent  has  been  used  with  considerable  success  in  amenorrhea, 
rheumatism,  dropsy,  habitual  costiveness,  dyspepsia,  worms  and 
in  intermittenta  In  all  cases  where  the  object  is  to  produce  eme- 
sis,  it  is  recommended  as  a  safe  and  efficacious  medicine.  In 
large  and  oft  repeated  doses,  it  may  cause  hyperemesis  and  hy- 

Sercatharsis.      Particularly  spoken  of  as  a  tonic  in  torpid  con- 
itions  of  the  stomach. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  4  to  12  drops. 


Q-lyojTrhiza  GHabra. 

{Ldguorice.) 

Liquorice  is  an  •agreeable  demulcent  and  expectorant  The 
extract  is  widely  employed  as  a  corrigent  in  the  preparation  of 
many  unpalat^^ble  medicines.  It  is  a  palatable,  pleasant,  as  well 
as  a  remedial  drug,  in  catarrhal  affections  of  the  throat,  coughs, 
hoarseness,  pulmonary  and  hectic  cases  attended  with  thirst  In 
bronchial  affections  it  is  particularly  recommended  as  usefiiL 

PREPARATION. 

Plaid  Extract Dose,  1  to  4  drams. 


Gossypixim  Herbacenm. 

{Cotton  Boot) 

The  emmenagogue  property  is  its  characteristic,  acting  with  as 
much  efficiency  and  more  safety  than  ergot ;  operating  without 
pain  or  gastric  disturbance ;  producing  no  other  effect  than  the 
excitation  of  the  menstrual  secretion,  excepting,  perhaps,  some  de- 
gree of  anodyne  influence. 

Mr.  Shaw,  of  Tennessee,  writing  to  the  NashviUe  Journal,  says : 
"  I  consider  this  root  one  of  the  very  best  emmenagogues  of  the 
materia  medica,  and  I  think  it  should,  be  so  classed.  It  produces 
the  most  salutary  effect  in  dysmenorrhea ;  it  acts  as  an  anodyne 
in  allaying  the  pain,  and  as  an  emmenagogue  in  aiding  or  au^ent- 
ing  menstruation ;  its  action  is  very  speedy ;  after  its  exhibition 
in  t^s  case,  it  produces  an  effect  whicn,  indeed,  appears  almost 
natural,  that  is,  almost  without  pain ;  the  patient,  after  its  exhib- 
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ition,  feels  but  little  inconvenience  from  pain,  which  soon  sub- 
sides, and  menstruation  is  immediately  augmented,  without  accele- 
ration of  the  pulse  or  gastric  uneasiness.  There  are  ft* w  other  em- 
menagogues  tnat  can  claim  this  feature. 

"  As  a  parturient  agentj  I  think  it  superior  to  ergot  in  one  sense 
of  the  word,  and  in  another,  about  its  equal — ^its  action  bein^  about 
as  prompt  as  that  of  ergot,  and  attended  with  much  less  danger. 
It  causes  neither  gastric  distress,  nor  acceleration  of  the  pulse ;  if 
it  d  oes,  it  is  not  perceptible ;  both  of  which  are  occasioned  by  er- 
got to  some  extent. 

**  I  have  witnessed  its  action  in  retained  pUcenta  with  good  ef- 
fect, which  was  an  expulsion  of  the  mass  in  about  twenty  minutes 
after  the  exhibition  of  the  first  duse.  It  may  be  proper  to  say, 
that  I  gave  two  doses  before  the  placenta  was  thrown  off  I  be- 
lieve it  to  be  safer  as  n  parturient  ngent  or  an  emmenagogue,  or  at 
least  as  safe,  as  any  other  article  of  the  materia  medica.'' 

Dr.  BoNCHELLE  regarded  it  as  an  excellent  emmenagogue,  and 
not  interior  to  ergot  in  promoting  uterine  contraction.  He  stated 
that  it  was  habitually  and  effectaallv  resorted  to  by  the  slaves  of 
the  South  for  producing  abortion,  and  this  too,  without  seriously 
affecting  the  general  health. 

"  Tincture  of  the  cotton  root  as  a  tonic. — There  is  a  condition  of 
the  system,  in  which  this  tincture  acts  as  a  valuable  restorative 
These  cases  are  of  a  leuco-phlegmatic  temperamenf  ot  both  sexes, 
but  it  is  to  the  female  sex  that  I  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
reader.  Where  there  is  general  bad  health,  accompanied  with 
tardy  menstruation,  I  have  used  it  with  the  happiest  effect ;  in  a 
few  cases  of  emansio  mensium,  caused  by  anaemia,  where  the  pa- 
tient was  troubled  with  pains  in  the  loins  and  giddiness  of  the 
head,  with  a  derangement  of  the  digestive  organs,  such  as  anorex- 
ia, accompanied  with  an  uneasy  depressed  feeling  at  the  scrobic- 
ulus  cordis,  every  month,  which  was  promptlv  relieved  by  the 
tincture,  but  not  with  the  effect  of  producing  the  menstrual  flux, 
which  was  afterwards  produced  by  the  decoction,  I  find  it  neces- 
sary to  continue  the  tincture  from  two  to  four  weeks." 

The  danger  in  administering  ergot  prevents  its  use,  even  when 
its  specific  effects  seem  to  be  called  for.  If  these  specific  effects 
can  DC  obtained  by  the  use  of  the  cotton  root,  and  tnis  too,  with- 
out liability  of  injury  to  the  general  system — and  these  have  been 
attributed  to  it — me  profession  would  do  well  to  give  it  a  thorough 
and  extensive  trial    See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol  3  and  6. 

PREPAHATION. 

FlTiii  Extract, Dofie,  2  to  4  druns 
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HsBinatoxylon  Cami)ecliianuni. 

{Logioood.) 

Tonic  and  astringent,  without  any  irritating  propertiea  It  does 
not  constipate  nor  so  readily  disorder  the  digestive  organs  as  many 
other  astringents,  hence  its  use  may  be  continued  for  a  longer 
period.  It  may  be  employed  as  an  astringent  to  control  diarrhea 
and  other  fluxes,  hemorrhages  and  excessive  night  sweats.  The 
mildness  of  this  dinig  gives  it  a  preference  over  many  others  in 
the  treatment  of  the  diarrheas  of  children. 

When  the  constitution  is  broken  down  by  disease,  dissipation  or 
the  excessive  use  of  mercury,  the  extract  of  logwood,  used  freely 
in  connection  witih  other  treatment,  will  be  found  highly  bene- 
ficial. In  chronic  diarrheas  and  dysenteries,  it  not  only  gives  tone 
to  the  digestive  organs,  but  to  the  system  generally.  Dr.  PercivjJ 
employed  it  to  restrain  profuse  sweating  in  phthisis.  Dr.  Churchill 
speaks  favorably  of  logwood  both  as  an  internal  and  local  appli- 
cation in  the  treatment  of  leucorrhea,  mentioning  many  cases  of 
improvement  and  recovery.  In  cancer  and  gangrene  an  ointment 
of  the  extract  (Ext  Haem.,  Adipis  aa  §  ss\  proves  serviceable. 

Incompatibleit, — ^Mineral  acids,  alum,  sulphates  of  iron  and  cop- 
per, tartar  emetic,  acetate  of  lead. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extraot, Dose  i  to    1  dram. 

Solid       **         "    6  to  80  grains. 

Pills,       "       2  grains    "    2  to    6. 

Hamamelis  Yirginica. 

(  Witch  HazeL) 

Tonic,  astringent,  sedative  and  discutient  Witch  hazel  is  used 
in  hemoptysis,  heiriatemesis,  and  other  hemorrhages, 'as  well  as  in 
dysentery,  diarrhea  and  excessive  mucous  discharges.  In  incipi- 
ent phthisis  it  exercises  a  palliative  and  beneficial  influence.  It 
is  said  to  be  veiy  efficient,  in  the  form  of  a  wash,  in  external  in- 
flammations, painful  tumors,  hemorrhoidal  affections,  and  ophthal- 
mias.    See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  1. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  1  to  2  drams. 

■ 

Helianthemum  C^nadense. 

{Frostwort) 
Astringent,  aromatic  bitter  tonic,  and  highly  anti-scrofdlous. 


/ 


• 
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The  latter  property  has  chiefly  given  it  a  remedial  value  and  rep- 
utation. Dr.  Ives  of  New  Haven,  Ct,  recommends  it  to  the  pro- 
fession as  eminently  serviceable  in  the  treatment  of  scrofula  The 
late  Dr.  Parish,  Philadelphia,  has  employed  it,  internally,  with 
good  success  in  scrofulous  affections  of  the  eyes.  Dr.  Tyler,  of 
New  Haven,  Ct,  published  a  pamphlet,  in  which  he  states,  he 
found  it  very  reliable  in  scroftda,  diarrhea,  and  secondary  syph- 
ilis, as  a  gargle  in  scarlatina,  and  a  wash  in  prurigo. 

It  may  be  used  in  form  of  syrup,  decoction  or  fluid  extract 
The  latter  preparation  is  pronounced  the  best 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to  2  drams. 

Hellebonis  Niger. 

{Black  Hellebore.) 

Black  hellebore  is  a  drastic  hydragogue,  possessed  of  emmena- 
gogue  powers,  which  by  some  are  ascribed  to  a  specific  tendency 
to  the  uterus,  by  other*  are  supposed  to  depend  solely  on  the  pur- 
gative property.  In  over-doses  it  produces  inflammation  of  the 
fastric  and  intestinal  mucous  membranes,  with  violent  vomiting, 
ypercatharsis,  vertigo,  cramp,  and  convulsions,  which  sometimes 
end  in  death.  In  medicinal  doses  it  is  a  drastic  cathartic,  diuretic, 
anthelmintic,  and  emmenagogua  This  medicine  was  highly  es- 
teemed by  the  ancients,  who  employed  it  in  mania,  melancholy,, 
amenorrhea,  dropsy,  epilepsy,  various  cutaneous  affections,  and 
verminous  diseases.  It  is  at  present  highly  esteemed  by  some 
practitioners  as  an  emmenagogue.  Dr.  Mead  considered  it  supe- 
rior to  all  other  medicines  belonging  to  this  class. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  10  to  20  drops, 

SoUd       "       "      1  to    Sgrains. 

pais,  1  grain, "      1  to    5. 

Helonias  Dioica. 

{Unicorn,) 

Topic,  diuretic  and  vermifuge.  It  is  beneficial  in  d^spepsia^ 
loss  of  appetite  and  colia  ^  It  exercises  a  marked  curative  influ- 
ence on  diseases  of  the  uterus  and  its  appendages,  leucorrhea, 
amenorrhea,  dysmenorrhea,  and  predisposition  to  miscarriage. 
Prof  Ives  recommends  it  as  efficient  in  checking  nausea  and 
vomiting.  Ecbolic  properties  have  also  been  ascrib^  to  this  medi- 
cina  • 
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Dr.  Braman  considers  it  particularly  applicable  to  such  di9- 
orders  as  have  their  origin  in  atony  of  the  generative  organs  of 
the  sexes,  particularly  the  female.  He  praises  its  efficacy  as  fol- 
lows: "  In  leucorrhea  I  consider  it  invaluable.  I  use  it  with  a 
confidence  I  attach  to  no  other  medicine.  Under  its  influence,  the 
patient,  whose  life  has  been  almost  a  burden,  revives,  her  uncom- 
fortable sensations  vanish,  and  ultimately  an  entire  recovery  ol 
health  and  strength  is  established.  See  Journal  of  Materia Medica, 
voL  2. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  1  to  2  drams. 


Hepatica  Americ&na. 

{lAvervxyrL) 

Liverwort  is  a  very  mild  demulcent  tonic,  and  astringent  Sup- 
posed by  some  to  possess  diuretic  and  deobstruent  virtuea  It  has 
oeen  employed  with  success  in  lactic,  hepatic  and  pulmonary  com- 
plaints ;  ana  attracted  considerable  attention  as  a  remedy  in  hemop- 
tysis, and  deep  seated  coughs.  This  drag  may  be  administered 
with  advantage  in  the  incipient  or  convalescent  stages  of  diarrhea 
and  dysentery. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract, Doae,  2  to  3  drame. 


Humulus  Lupulns. 

{Hops.) 

Tonic,  hypnotic,  febrifuge,  antilithic,  and  anthelmintic. 

It  has  a  tendency  to  produce  sleep  and  relieve  pain,  and  may  be 
used  when  opiates  are  inadmissible.  It  has  been  highly  recom- 
mended in  diseases  of  general  or  local  debility,  associated  with 
morbid  vigilance,  or  other  nervous  derangement  The  complaints 
in  which  it  has  been  found  most  useful  are  dyspepsia,  and  the  ner- 
vous tremors,  wakefulness  and  the  delirium  of  drunkards.  It  is 
thought  to  be  a  specific  in  removing  asthmatic  pains,  without  in- 
creasing the  secretiona  It  is  employed  to  allay  the  distressing 
symptoms  of  phthisia  It  is  given  with  good  effect  as  a  stom- 
achic, in  inappetency  and  weakness  of  the  digestive  organs.  Some- 
times it  causes  diuresis,  and  is  said  to  correct  lithic  acid  deposita 
The  lupuMn  is  usefol  in  after  pains,  to  prevent  chordee,  to  suppress 
veneral  desires,  and  to  allay  the  pain  attendant  on  gonorrheal  dis- 
ease.   It  is  us^  in  delirium  tremens,  and  watchfulness  in  connec- 
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tion  with  nervous  irritation,  anxiety,  or  exhaustion ;  it  doee  not 
disorder  the  stomach  nor  cause  constipation,  as  does  opium. 


PREPARATIONS. 


Fluid  Extract, Dose,  i  to    1  dram. 

SoUd         *'       '     5to20grains. 

Lupulin, "     3  to  10      " 

Lupuliu  Pills,  3  grains, "     2  to    3. 


Hydrangea'  Aborescens. 

{Hydrangea,) 

Dr.  EoFF  says  the  Leaves  of  hydrangea  are  tonic,  sialagogue, 
cadiartic  and  diuretic. 

This  plant  was  introduced  to  the  notice  of  the  profession  by 
Dr.  Butler,  of  Burlington,  N.  J.,  as  a  •  remedy  for  the  removal  of 
calculus,  or  gravelly  deposits  in  the  bladder.  The  effect  the  rem- 
edy seems  capable  of  producing,  is  removing,  by  its  own  specific 
action  from  the  bladder,  such  deposits  as  may  be  contained  in 
that  viscus,  provided  they  are  small  enouffh  to  pass  the  urethra. 
It  has  seemea  also  to  have  the  power  of  relieving  the  excruciating 
pain  attendant  on  the  passage  of  a  calculus  through  the  ureter. 
The  power  of  curing  stone  in  the  bladder  does  not  appear  to  be 
claimed  for  it ;  it  is  only  when  the  deposits  are  small,  when  in 
that  form  of  disease  known  as  gravel,  that  it  is  an  efficient  remedy; 
then  by  removing  the  nucleus,  which  if  allowed  to  remain  in  the 
organ,  would  increase  in  size  and  form  stone,  the  disease  is- averted. 
In  an  over-dose  it  produces  unpleasant  symptoms,  such  as  dizzi- 
ness of  the  head,  oppression  oi  the  chest,  &c.  The  root  appears 
to  contain  a  large  amount  of  mucilage,  which  serves  as  a  valuable 
demulcent,  and  directly  alleviates  the  excruciating  pain  which  ac- 
companies the  passage  of  the  calculi  through  the  ureter,  at  the 
same  time  fevoring  tne  expulsive  power  of  the  bladder  to  free  it- 
self from  foreign  substances.  Dr.  Monkur,  of  Baltimore,  says : 
"  I  regard  the  hydrangea,  in  properly  selected  cases,  as  sure  in  its 
remediate  agency  as  we  may  express  of  any  other  medical  sybstanee^ 
In  the  hospital  he  directed  its  use  in  mucous  irritation  of  the  blad- 
der in  agea  people,  chronic  gleet,  and,  in  a  very  difficult  condition 
to  cure,  the  prostrate  mucous  emissioQS ;  and  the  report  was  favor- 
able to  its  use. 

Dr.  Bates  has  treated  several  cases  of  lithiasis  with  the  hydran- 
gea, and  with  the  best  succesa  In  each  case  a  number  of  calculi 
passed  from  the  patient  upon  the  use  of  this  agent. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  EKtraet Dose,  1  to  2  drama. 
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Hydrastis  Canadensis. 

{Qolden  Seal.) 

Its  principal  medicinal  quality  is  a  powerful,  bitter  tonic,  high- 
ly useiul  in  all  cases  of  debility  and  loss  of  appetite.  In  this  re- 
spect it  has  an  increasing  reputation  among  medical  writera  It 
appears  to  have  a  specific  stimulating  effect  upon  the  mucous 
membrane  beyond  what  would  follow  the  use  of  a  simple  tonic: 
As  a  tonic  it  has  been  saccessftilly  used  in  dyspepsia,  chronic  af* 
fections  of  the  mucous  coats  of  tne  stomach,  erysipelas,  remittent 
and  intermittent  fevers,  *  typhoid  fever,  torpor  of  the  liver,  and 
general  ca^es  requiring  a  tonic 

In  chronic  diarrhea  and  dysentery,  combined  with  geranium^ 
it  has  given  satisfaction ;  also,  in  combination  with  geranium  as 
a  valuable  injection  in  gleet,  chronic  gonon'hea,  and  leucorrhea ; 
likewise  in  inflammation  and  ulceration  of  the  internal  coating  of 
the  bladder. 

The  active  medical  properties  of  the  plant  are  due  to  a  resinoid 
principle  called  hydrastin,  and  to  an  alkaloid  principle  called  hy- 
drastina. 

The  two  principles  appear,  by  the  testimony  of  medical  writers, 
who  have  given  the  subject  attention,  to  possess  somewhat  differ- 
ent propertiea  In  the  associated  state  the  effect  should  be  the 
same  as  is  observed  fix)m  the  use  of  the  root  The  resinoid  pos- 
sesses, to.  a  larger  extent,  the  tonic  and  all  the  laxative  properties 
of  the  root,  but  does  not  seem  to  exercise  the  peculiar  curative 
power  over  the  ulcerated  mucous  surfaces,  (which  is  one  of  the 
characteristics  of  the  plant),  as  the  alkaloid.  To  the  alkaloid  is 
due  the  anti-periodic  properties  of  the  plant  The  two  principles 
associated,  and  known  as  neu^tral,  undoubtedly  are  better  adapted 
to  the  general  purposes  (or  which  the  root  would  have  been  ad- 
ministered, and  therefore  to  the  general  wants  of  the  profession ; 
but  for  those  cases  where  the  specific  effect  of  the  alkaloid  is  de- 
sired, it  should  be  used  alone,  and  free  fi-om  any  modifying  effects 
other  elements  might  produca  The  alkaloid  is  of  a  beautiful 
yellow  color,  and  as  an  anti-periodic,  is  claimed  to  be  without  an 
equal,  excepting  sulphate  oi  quinine,  and  as  having  a  much  more 
extensive  range  of  application,  and  possessing  other  virtues  ol 
great  importance  in  the  treatment  of  fevers. 

The  resinoid  and  alkaloid  combined,  possessing  tonic  and  laxa- 
tive properties,  are  indicated  in  the  treatment  of  habitual  costive- 
ness,  and  are  often,  in  chronic  cases,  combined  with  leptandriUj 
xanthoxyliny  and  asclepidin^  administered  in  pills  of  two  grains ,  taken 
every  night     See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  April,  1860. 
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PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  i  to  2  drams. 

Solid        "       "  2to6graiiia. 

Hydrastin  (resinoid), "  ^tx>  6      " 

"         (neutral), ' "  2  to  6       " 

"  (alkaloid), "  1  to  5       " 

PiUs  of  Hydrastin,  (neutral),  1  gr., "  2  to  6. 

"      Hydrastina,  1  gr., "  1  to  5. 


Hyoscyamns  Niger. 

{Henbane.)    . 

Henbane  is  a  powerful  narcotic.  In  medicinal  doses  it  is  ano- 
dyne, hypnotic,  calmative  and  anti  spasmodic ;  allaying  pain,  sooth- 
ing excitability,  inducing  sleep  and  arresting  spasm-  It  does  not 
f)roduce  constipation  like  opium,  but  has  a  tendency  to  act  as  a 
axativa  Used  in  chronic  cough,  irritation  of  the  urinary  organs 
and  inflammatory  cases  attended  with  excitability;  employed  with 
advantage  in  p^l  spasmodic  affections,  hysteria,  ^elimatism 
and  gout ;  also,  combined  with  coloct/nth,  in  painters'  colic  and 
mania ;  it  i»  also  used  externally  to  allay  the  irritation  of  very 
sensitive  parts,  and  the  infusion  dropped  into  the  eye,  dilates  the 
pupil  like  belladonna.  It  is  employed  as  an  anodyne,  soporific, 
anti  spasmodic,  and  sedative,  in  cases  where  opium  would  disagree; 
it  is  also  used  in  fomentations,  as  a  topical  sedative  and  anodyna 
Neuralgic  and  spasmodic  affections,  rheumatism,  gout,  hysteria, 
and  various  pectoral  diseases,  as  catarrh,  pertussis,  asthma,  phthi- 
sis, &a,  are  amon^  those  in  which  it  is  most  firequently  prescribed. 
It  is  much  used  in  connection  with  griping  cathartics,  the  disa- 
greeable effects  of  which  it  is  thought  to  counteract 

Dr.  Hall  highly  lauds  this  plant  in  the  treatment  of  delirium 
and  irritable  condition  of  the  nervous  system  dependent  on  the 
loss  of  blooA  Dr.  King  remarks :  "  It  is  feeble  as  an  anodyne, 
feebler  as  a  soporific ;  but  not  poppy  nor  mandragora  soothe 
so  unexceptionably  as  henbane."  In  over-doses  henbane  is  dan- 
gerously poisonous.  It  powerfully  affects  the  brain,  producing 
disordered  vision,  loss  oi  speech,  convulsions,  arterial  prostra- 
tion, paralysis,  distress  in  the  bowels,  and  other  hippocratical 
symptoms,  which  often  prove  fetal  See  Journal  of  Materia  Medi- 
ca,  vol  1  and  4. 

Antidotes. — ^Emetics,  stomach-pump,  stimulants,  galvanism,  and 
acids  are  the  principal  remedies  to  counteract  its  poisonous  effects. 

Incompatihtes. — ^Acetate  of  lead,  nitrate  of  silver,  sulphate  ol 
iron,  tannin,  and  the  vegetable  astringents. 
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PREPARATIONS. 


Fluid  Extract Dose,  10  to  20  drops. 

Solid       "      "       i   to  1  gram. 

Hyoscyamin "       i  to  4      " 

Pills  of  Extract  Hyoscyamus,  i  grain '*       2    to  4. 

"  "  i    "     "        1    to  2. 

"  "  1     "     ^ "        1     to  2. 

Hypericum  Perforatum. 

{JohnsworU) 

Astringent,  sedative  and  diuretic.  Among  the  complaints  for 
which  it  maj?"  be  used  are  suppression  of  urine,  chrome  urinary 
affections,  diarrhea,  dysentery,  worms,  jaundice,  menorrhagia,  hys- 
teria, nervous  derangements,  hemoptysis,  and  other  hemorrhages. 
It  may  be  employed  with  advantage,  externally,  to  dispel  hard 
tumors,  caked  breasts,  ecchymosis,  etc. 

Its  medicinal  agency  was  held  in  high  repute,  especially  among 
the  ancients ;  though,  perhaps,  chiefly  regarded  as  a  remedy  in 
wounds  and  bruises,  for  which  it  was  employed,  both  externally 
and  internally.      See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  voL  1. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  4  to  1  dram. 

Innla  Helenium. 

{Elecamparue,) 

Aromatic  stimulant  and  tonic.  It  has  also  diuretic,  diaphoretic, 
emmenagogue  and  expectorant  properties.  Formerly  it  was  em- 
ployed in  complaints  peculiar  to  females,  and  is  now  used  con- 
siderably in  amenorrhea. 

The  chief  use  of  elecampane  is  in  pulmonary  affections,  hepat- 
ic derangements,  atonic  state  of  the  digestive  organs,  dyspepsia, 
and  general  debility.  Its  deobstruent  properties  have  been  widely 
recognized  in  its  administration  in  chrome  engorgement  of  the  ab- 
dominal viscera,  and  dropsy,  which  so  often  follows. 

Highly  recommended,  both  as  an  external  and  internal  applica- 
tion in  tetter,  psora,  and  other  diseases  of  the  skin. 


PREPARATION.  ' 


Fluid  Extract Doae,  i  to  1  dram. 

IpomcBa  Jalapa. 

{Jalap.) 
Cathartic.    Jalap  holds  a  place  as  a  purgative  between  gamboge 
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and  sennttj  and  resembles  scammony  in  its  actions.  The  tendency 
of  jalap  to  gripe  and  nauseate,  maybe  obviated  by  combining  with 
the  dose  a  grain  or  two  of  camphor^  or  three  grains  of  cloves. 
Camphor  is  said  not  only  to  lessen  the  griping  tendency,  but  also 
to  augment  its  purgative  operation.  It  is  well  adapted  to  relieve 
certain  forms  of  constipation.  In  constipation  depending  upon 
atony  of  the  intestines,  jalap,  in  combination  with  a  carmmative 
or  cahmel  may  be  given  with  advantage. 

Many  cases  are  on  record  to  attest  the  virtues  of  jalap  as  a 
vermifuge  for  tape- worms,  as  well  as  lumbrici.  As  early  as  1788 
Block  made  use  of  this,  in  conjunction  with  other  medicines,  as  a 
vermiftiga  Bremser  says  that  jalap  is  indisputably  one  of  the 
most  powerful  and  efficient  purgatives,  and  one,  wmch,  perhaps, 
beyond  all  others,  has  the  most  decided  anthelmintic  property. 

It  is  not  equalled  by  any  medicine  of  its  class  in  the  power  of 
eradicating  dropsical  eflFasions,  and  of  curing  those  independent  of 
organic  lesion.  Combined  with  hi-tartrate  of  potassa  it  forms  & 
safe  and  certain  hvdragogue  cathartic. 

In  diseases  of  the  brain,  jalap  ifi  recommended  on  the  principle 
of  contra-irritation,  to  relieve  the  congestion.  As  a  vermifuge,  it 
is  particularly  well  adapted  for  children.  But  for  whatever  indi- 
cation it  may  be  prescribed,  more  satisfactory  results  follow  its  ad- 
ministration, when  it  is  combined  with  calomel  See  Journal  of 
Materia  Medica,  voL  2. 

(hntra-indications. — Inflammation  of  the  alimentary  canal  and 
pelvic  organa  During  pregnancy  and  the  catamenial  periods. 

PBEPABATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  ^  to  1  dram. 

SoUd      "      "     3to8grainfi. 

Jalapin "     1  to  2       " 

Iris  Florentina. 

{Orris.) 

Possesses  cathartic  and  diuretic  properties,  and  in  large  doses 
acts  as  an  emetic. 

The  earlier  writers  favot  orris  in  the  treatment  of  constipation, 
and  atony  of  the  digestive  organs ;  in  dropsical  affections,  and  in 
purulent  discharges  from  the  urethral  mucous  membrane.  It  ia 
pleasant  to  the  taSte,  and  forms  an  unobjectionable  medicine.  The 
root  has  been  used  to  conceal  obnoxious  breath,  and  enters  into  the 
composition  of  many  tooth  powders.  Chiefly  employed  now  in  com 
poimds,  on  account  of  the  pleasant  odor  it  imparts. 

PBBPABATION. 

Fluid  Extract To  be  used  at  discretion. 
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Iris  Versicolor. 

{Blue  Flag.) 

Blue  flag  is  cathartic,  alterative,  sialagogue,  anthelmintic,  and 
diuretic.  Useful  in  dropsy,  anasarca,  hydrothorax,  in  chronic  he- 
patic, renal  and  splenic  affections.  In  scrofula  and  syphilis,  whether 
primary  or  secondary,  it  acts  as  a  powerful  and  efficacious  agent, 
and  may  be  used  alone,  or  combined  with  mandrake^  poke,  black 
cohoshj  and  other  alteratives.  In  chronic  rheumatism,  mercurio- 
syphilis,  dyspepsia,  tape-worm,  gonorrhea,  leucorrhea,  dysmenor- 
rnea,  and  constipation,  it  has  been  used  with  positive  advantage, 
either  alone,  or  m  combination  with  other  agents.  "  The  root  of 
the  blue  flag  extends  its  influence  through  every  part  of  the  sys- 
tem ;  in  small  doses,  and  repeated  at  short  intervals,  it  seems  to 
act  more  particularly  on  the  glandular  system,  exciting  them  to  a 
discharge  of  their  respective  offices ;  in  large  doses  it  evacuates 
and  exhausts  the  system,  acting  on  the  liver,  and  the  alimentary 
canal  throughout.  A  combination  of  iridin^  podophyllin,  and 
xanthoxylin^  or  corydalin,  is  a  most  powerful  and  certain  remedy 
for  syphilis,  either  primary  or  secondary,  and  will  be  found  verv 
useful  in  scrofula.     See  Journal  of  Matena  Medica,  March,  1859. 


PREPARATIONS. 


Fluid  Extract, Dose,  20  to  60  drops. 

SoUd       "       "        Ito    igrains. 

IriBin,   "       ito    6      •♦ 

pais  of  Irisin,  i  and  1  grain, "        Ito    6. 

Juglans  Cinerea. 

{Butternut) 

Butternut  is  one  of  the  mildest  and  most  efficient  laxatives  in 
the  materia  medica.  Stills  says  it  is  peculiarly  applicable  as  an 
aperient  in  habitual  costiveness,  inasmuch  as  it  does  not  leave  tiie 
bowels  in  a  confined  state.  Wood  says  it  is  highly  esteemed  im 
dysentery.  A  strong  decoction  has  been  much  used,  as  a  domes- 
tic remeay,  in  intermittents  and  remittents,  and  in  other  diseases 
attended  with  congestion  of  the  abdominal  viscera.  It  is  espe- 
cially adapted  to  cases  of  habitual  constipation,  dysentery  and  bil- 
ious constitutions. 

It  operates  without  pain,  irritation  or  subsequent  debility  of  the 
alimentary  canal,  and  has  somewhat  of  the  cathartic  character  of 
rhvbarb^  but  without  inducing  constipation  after  its  action. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to   2  drams. 

Solid        "        "     6to20grains. 

Juglandin "    Ito    5      " 
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JnniperiLs  CommxLnis. 

{Juniper  Berries.) 

Stomacliic,  carminative,  and  diuretic.  The  extract  is  found  to 
stimulate  the  appetite  and  digestion.  The  oil  is  one  of  the  most 
powerful  diuretics  in  the  materia  medica,  and,  if  long  continued, 
produces  irritation  of  the  urinary  organs,  strangury,  &c. 

The  berries  act  as  a  healthful  stimulant  in  chronic  affections  of 
the  bladder,  and,  particularly,  when  the  tone  of  this  organ  is  im- 
paired, inducing  a  retention  of  urine.  They  are  employed  with 
advantage  in  gonorrhea,  gleet,  leucorrhea,  and  scorbutic  diseases^ 
In  cases  where  colds  and  inactivity  have  weakened  the  action  of 
the  kidneys  and  the  skin,  juniper  berries  are  especially  recom- 
mended by  Ricther,  to  prevent  cutaneous  eruptions  and  abdomi- 
nal derangements.  Their  diuretic  and  healing  qualities  prove 
beneficial  in  difficulty  of  voiding  small  calculi,  and  in  purulent 
secretions  caused  by  their  presence. 

Juniper  is  praised  by  Ricther  in  scarlatinous  dropsy,  and  very 
favorably  spoken  of  by  Swieten  in  ascites  and  anasarca.  Reported 
to  be  usefiil  in  scurvy,  and  by  many,  employed  as  a  "purifier  of 
the  blood." 

Contra-indications, — Inflammatory  conditions  of  the  system.  Ir- 
ritated states  of  the  kidneys  and  urinary  apparatua  Congestion 
and  active  diseases  of  the  pelvic  viscera. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to  2  drams. 

Solid      »'  "    itol      " 


Jriniperus  Sabina. 

{Savin,) 

Emmenagogue,  diuretic,  diaphoretic,  anthelmintic  and  abortive. 
Sometimes  used  for  worms,  with  pink  and  senna.  Savin  is  par- 
ticularly called  for  in  cases  for  which  uterine  stimulants  are  ap- 
propriate, but  as  it  is  perhaps  the  most  powerful  agent  of  the  class, 
It  must  be  circumspectly  used.  Nearly  all  writers  of  enlarged^ex- 
perience  concur  in  attributing  to  the  medicine  very  decided  em- 
menagogue powers.  According  to  Cullek,  savin  shows  a  more 
Eowerfm  determination  to  the  uterus  than  any  other  plant  he 
ad  employed.  The  cases  of  amenorrhea  to  which  it  seems  most 
appropnate  are  ascribed  by  Y ogt,  as  persons  of  a  torpid  and  re- 
laxed constitution,  and  disposed  to  mucous  accumulations  and 
blennorrheal  discharges ;  in  other  words,  where  there  is  general  at- 
ony of  the  system  in  which  the  uterus  participates,  and  of  which 
the  capital  sign  is  leucorrhea,  occurring  exclusively  or  in  an  a^ra- 
vated  degree  about  the  catamenial  period.     Under  these  circum- 
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Stances,  Persiba  declares  that  savin  is  the  most  certain  and  power- 
fill  emmenagogue  of  the  whole  materia  medica.  Kopp  recom- 
mended savin  as  a  very  effectual  remedy  for  dysmenorrhea. 
He  usually  prescribed  it  in  conjunction  with  borax^  and  when 
there  was  a  great  want  of  tone  in  the  system,  added  bark^  iron 
and  other  tonic  medicines.  He  states  also  that  it  acts  as  an  ex- 
citant of  the  venereal  propensity,  and  relieves  menorrha^  de- 
pending upon  chronic  passive  congestion  continuing  after  ddivery. 
M.  Aran  says,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  this  powerful  emmena- 
gogue has  the  property  of  suspendinc  uterine  hemorrhages.  Sav- 
in has  also  been  used  successfully  S>t  the  relief  of  atonic  gout 
and  rheumatism  of  long  standing,  and  occurring  in  persons  of  a 
cold  phlegmatic  temperament.  Friction  of  the  jSfected  joints  with 
oil  of  savin,  or  with  an  inftision  of  the  tops  of  the  plant,  or  with 
savin  ointment,  or  fluid  extract,  may  be  employed. 

Dr.  Chapman  strongly  recommended  it  in  chronic  rheumatism ; 
and  it  is  employed  in  Germany,  both  internally  and  externally,  in 
chronic  gout.  In  over-doses  it  is  capable  of  producing  daifigerous 
gastrO'intesiinal  inflammation^  amd  should  therefore  be  used  with  cau- 
tion. In  no  case  should  it  be  employed  when  much  general  or  local  ex- 
citement exists.  In  pregnancy  it  should  always  be  given  with  much 
caution  ;  though  it  nas  recently  been  recommended  as  an  effective 
remedy  in  certain  forms  of  menorrhagia,  and  is  asserted  to  prove 
occasionally  useful  in  preventing  threatened  abortion. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  10  to  30  drops. 

SoUd       "      **       ItoSgrains. 

Pills,  1  grain, "       Ito    6. 


Triandra. 

{Bhatahy.) 

Powerful  astringent,  combined  with  tonic  properties.  Employed 
internally  with  advantage  in  menorrhagia,  hemateme^is,  passive 
hemorrhages,  chronic  diarrhea,  leucorrhea,  chronic  mucous  dis- 
charges,  colliquative  perspiration,  and  incontinence  of  urine.  It 
may  be  employed  with  success  as  a  styptic  in  epistaxis,  hemor- 
rhage from  the  cavity  of  an  extracted  tooth,  or  the  .surface  of  a 
wound,  and  as  a  local  application  to  prolapsus  ani,  Assure  of  the 
anus  and  leucorrhea.  As  an  application  to  spongy  and  bleeding 
gums,  the  following  recipe  will  be  found  unsurpassed:  Take  of 
prepared  chalk  and  powdered  cinchona  equal  parts,  combine  them 
with  equal  parts  ox  the  fluid  extract  of  rhatany  and  tincture  of 
myrrh  in  quantity  sufficient  to  form  a  paste.  Use  daily  with  a 
brush.    Its  styptic  influence  has  arrested  the  flow  of  blood  in  he- 
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moptysis,  hematuria,  dysentery,  uterine  flooding,  &c.  .  In  soften- 
ing of  the  tissues  of  the  heart,  in  the  dilations  of  the  ventricles  of 
that  viscus,  this  agent  is  said  to  be  employed  with  oonfidence. 
Wherever  it  is  desired  to  eflfect  the  contraction  of  the  tissues  of 
an  organ,  to  arouse  or  increase  the  tone,  the  vigor  of  the  tissues, 
to  combat  atony  or  relaxation  of  any  s\irface  or  organic  appara- 
tus, the  use  oi  rhatany  can  be  resorted  to  with  confidence.  As. 
an  application  to  bums,  ulcers,  and  blisters  on  the  skin,  this  agent 
effects  a  decrease  of  pain  with  a  marvelous  rapidity.  See  Journal 
of  Materia  Medica,  July,  1866. 

Incompatibles. — Mineral  acids,  lime-water,  solutions  of  the  salts 
of  iron,  of  the  acetate  of  lead  and  iodine ;  solutions  containing 
gelatin. 

Cbntra-indiccUions, — Inflammatory  states  of  the  alimentary  tube. 
Obstinate  constipation. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  i  to  1  dram. 

Solid,       **       "     5  to  20  grains. 

Pills  2      grain , "      1  to    6. 

LactTica  Sativa. 

{Lettuce.) 

Calmative,  hypnotic,  and  diaphoretic.  It  may  be  given  as  a 
substitute  for  opium  in  checking  diarrheas,  allaying  cough,  and 
diminishing  pain  in  rheumatism.  It  is  to  be  preferred  to  opium 
in  nianv  cases  on  account  of  its  freedom  from  any  unpleasant 
after-effects,  as  constipation,  excitement  of  the  brain,  &c.  Dr. 
Duncan  speaks  in  favor  of  its  influence  in  phthisis,  as  effective  in 
allayii^  cougL  Dr.  Waring  relates  an  obstinate  case  of  sper- 
matorrhea, which  was  cured  in  fourteen  days  by  this  agent  Two 
grains,  gradually  increased  to  eight,  were  administerea  dsalj.  It 
nas  also  been  employed,  with  good  results,  in  gout  and  insanity. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract « Doee,  i  to  2  dramt. 

SoUd      "       "     2to5grain8. 

Pills,  2  grains : "      1  to  3. 


Lappa  Minor.    (Arctium  Lappa.) 

{Burdock.) 

Burdock  is  considered  aperient,  diaphoretic,  and  sudorific,  with- 
out irritating  properties.  It  has  been  recommended  in  gouty, 
scorbutic,  venereal,  rheumatic,  scroftilous,  leprous,  and  nephritic 
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affectdons.     Sir  Eobert  Wdpole  praised  it  as  a  gout  medicine,  and 
others  have  considered  it  an  excellent  substitute  for  sarsapanlla. 

The  utility  of  burdock  is  especially  established  in  the  treatment 
of  diseases  of  the  skin,  thou^  in  some  sections  it  is  a  popular 
r^nedy  for  ague  and  general  debility. 

PBEPARATIOyS. 

Fluid  Extract Doee,  1  to    2  drama. 

SoKd     *• "    5to  ^Ograins. 

mis  2  grains,...: "    1  to    6    " 

Lauras  Sassafras. 

{Saasafrns.) 

A  warm  stimulant,  alterative,  diaphoretic  and  diuretic  Sassa- 
fras is  employed  as  a  sudorific  and  alterative  in  rheumatic,  cuta- 
neous, ana  venereal  diseases,  in  syphilitic  and  strumous  affections. 
It  is  rarely  used  alone,  but  in  combination  with  sarsapariUa  or 
gmacum. 

Obnfra-indica^ibrw.— Sthenic  inflammatory  and  febrile  conditions 
of  the  systeuL 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract lto2  drains. 

Leontice  Thalictroides.     (CaulophyllTim  ThaL) 

{Blue  Cohosh.) 

Blue  cohosh  is  possessed  of  emmenagogue,  parturient,  and  anti- 
spasmodic properties.  While  it  is  a  vduable  agent  in  all  chronic 
uterme  diseases  appeariog  to  exert  an  especial  influence  on  the 
uterus,  it  has  also  been  successfully  employed  in  rheumatism, 
dropsy,  colic,  cramps,  hiccough,  epilepsy,  hysteria,  &c.  The 
extract  of  blue  conosh  is  preferaDle  to  ergot  for  expediting 
delivery,  in  all  those  cases  where  the  delay  is  owing  to  debility, 
or  want  of  uterine  nervous  energy,  or  is  the  result  of  fatigue. 
Used  as  a  wash  for  the  apthous  sore  mouth  and  throat,  combined 
with  equal  parts  of  hydrastia  canadensis. 

Caulophyllin,  the  active  principle  of  the  blue  cohosh,  exerts  a 
direct  influence  on  the  uterus,  acting  according  to  the  periods  in 
which  it  is  employed,  as  an  alterative,  uterine  tonic,  and  parturient. 
A  combination  of  e^ual  parts  of  cauhphyUin^  cimicijugin^  and 
carbonate  of  ammoma^  will  be  found  especially  valuable  in  the 
more  common  unhealthy  conditions  of  the  uterus  and  its  append- 
ages, and  in  epilepsy,  hysteria,  rheumatism,  and  dropsy,  in  which 
diseases  it  has  oeen  recommended  as  an  anti-spasmodic.  See  Jour- 
nal of  Materia  Medica,  Sept,  1861. 
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Inccmpcdibles. — Salts  of  Iron ;  acetate  of  lead ;  gelatin ;  mine- 
ral acids,  &a 

PRBPARATI0N8. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  15  to  40  drops. 

Solid        "      "      Ito   6  grains. 

OaulophyUin. "      i  to   4     " 

Pills,   2grainB, "      1  to    8. 

« 

Leontums  Cardiaca. 

{Motherwort) 

Emmenagogue,  nervine,  anti-spasmodic,  and  laxativa  It  is  even 
pronounced  by  some  as  supenor  to  any  other  remedy,  in  sup- 
pressed lochia,  and  amenorrhea  from  colda  The  extract  made  in- 
to a  warm  infusion  should  be  used. 

Motherwort  is  recommended  in  nervous  complaints,  in  irritable 
habits,  delirium  tremens,  in  all  chronic  diseases  attended  with 
restlessness,  wakefulness,  disturbed  sleep,  spinal  irritation,  neural- 
gic pains,  and  liver  affections. 

PBEPABATIOKB. 

Solid  Extract Doae,  3  to  6  gndius. 

Pm8,2  graiDS. "     1  to  3. 

Leptandra  Virginica. 

{Chj^MT^s  Boot.) 

This  agent  is  peculiarly  applicable  to  bilious  and  typhoid  fevers, 
eausing  discharges  of  a  blacK,  tarry,  and  morbid  character,  with* 
out  debilitating  the  tone  of  the  bowels,  or  of  the  general  s^ystem. 
It  has  been  successfully  employed  in  leprosy  and  cachectic  diseases, 
and  its  effects  in  these  instances  may  probably  be  owing  to  its  in- 
fluence on  the  biliary  apparatus.  Ab  a  laxative  and  tonic,  in 
small  doses,  it  is  valuable  in  dyspepsia,  especially  when  connected 
with  an  inactive  condition  of  the  liver,  and  torpid  and  debilitated 
bowels ;  likewise  in  all  functional  diseases  of  the  liver,  as  above 
remarked. 

Leptandrin,  the  resinous  principle  of  leptandra,  is  a  powerful 
cholagogue,  with  but  slighc  laxative  influence ;  except  given  in 
large  doses,  its  cathartic  powers  are  very  feeble.  *  It  is  one  of  the 
most  efficacious  and  important  among  those  peculiar  to  eclectic 

Eractice,  being  the  only  known  medicine  that  efficiently  stimu- 
ktes  and  corrects*  the  hepatic  secretions,  and  fimction&l  derange- 
ments of  the  liver,  without  debilitating  llie  system  by  copious  al- 
vine  evacuations.    It  may  be  safely  and  jefficaciously  em^oyed  in 
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ihe  treatment  of  diarrhea,  cholera  infantum,  some  forms  of  dys- 
pepsia, typhoid  fever,  and  all  diseases  connected  with  biliary  de- 
rangements. 

''  This  is  not,  strictly  speaking,  a  cathartic.  It  is  aperient,  al- 
terative, and  tonic.  Its  effects  on  the  liver  are  peculiar.  While 
it  acts  jfreely  upon  the  liver,  instead  of  purging,  it  .seems  only  to 
change  the  discharges  from  the  light  and  watery  or  slimy  condition^ 
to  a  darker  and  apparently  bilious  state,  rendering  them  more  and 
more  consistent  until  they  become  perfectly  natural,  without  hav- 
ing been  arrested  at  any  time  entirely,  or  at  any  time  aggravated. 
It  at  the  same  time  seems  to  act  as  a  tonic,  restoring  the  tone  of 
the  stomach  and  increasing  the  strength  and  activity  of  digestion. 
It  is  a  most  valuable  remedy  in  dyspepsia. 

When  in  combination  with  poaophyUin  it  forms  an  exceedingly 
valuable  and  effective  alterative  and  cholagogua  There  is  not  a 
better  cholagogue  preparation  known  in  medicine  than  the  com- 
bination of  podopnyUin  and  leptxmdrinJ^  For  other  remarks  on 
this  last  combination,  see  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  March,  1868* 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Doee,  ^  to  1  dram. 

Solid        •*      "    2to4grainB. 

Leptandrin, "    ^  to  1  grain  in  acute  cases. 

"  "    lto2      "   inchronic    " 

Pills  of  Leptandrin,  one  grain, "    1  to  2. 

Liatris  Spicata. 

{Button  Snake  Boot) 

Tonic,  diaphoretic,  alterative  and  diuretic,  with  emmenagogue 
and  stimulant  properties  Liatris,  in  the  form  of  decoction  oi 
extract,  is  very  efficacious  in  gonorrhea,  gleet  and  nephritic  dis- 
eases ;  useful  in  gravel  and  dropsy.  It  forms  an  excellent  gar- 
de in  sore  throat  Reputed  beneficial  in  scrofula,  dysmenor- 
mea,  ame^orrhea,  after-pains,  etc.  Said  to  be  beneficial  in 
Bright's  disease,  in  connection  with  lycopus  virginicus  and  a- 
Idris  faririoscL 

PRBPABATION. 

Fluid  Eztraot Dose,  1  to  2  dram& 

Ligusticnm  Leyisticum. 

{Lovage,) 

Stimulant  aromatic,  and  has  been  employed  as  a  carminative 
and  diaphoretic.  The  root,  stem,  leaves,  and  seeds  have  all  been 
employed  in  medicina      The  root  and  seeds  are  th^  most^es* 
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teemed.  The  extract  of  the  root  acts  upon  the  urinary  organs, 
increasing  the  flow  of  urine,  and  is  sometunes  efficacious  in  bring- 
ing away  grayel.  The  medical  qualities  of  lovage  have  made  the 
di^g  av^lble  in  removing  visceral  obstruction^  dispelling  data- 
lencT,  increasing  perapiration,  and  in  the  treatment  of  jaundice. 
It  is  often  added  to  purgatiTe  preparations,  on  account  of  its  aro- 
matic carminative  properties. 

PREPARATION. 

FluidJExtract Do8e,  i  to  1  dram. 


Liriodendron  Tnlipifera. 

{Whito'Wood.) 

Liriodendron  is  an  aromatic,  stimulant  tonic  with  diaphoretic 
properties.  It  has  been  used  as  a  substitute  for  Peruvian  bark, 
proved  beneficial  in  intermittents,  chronic  rheumatism,  dyspepsia 
and  other  complaints,  complicated  with  general  atony  of  the  sys- 
tem. Combined  with  a  small  quantity  of  laudanum^  it  is  pro- 
nounced effectual  in  hysteria,  and  said  to  bQ  advantageously 
employed  to  abate  hectic  fevers,  night-sweats,  colliquative  diar- 
rhea of  phthisis.     See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol  2. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Bztract Dose  i  to  1  dram. 


Lobelia  Inflata. 

(Lobelia,) 

Lobelia  is  emetic,  nauseant,  expectorant,  relaxant^  sedative, 
anti-spasmodic  and  diaphoretic,  also  narcotic.  When  taken  in  a 
sufficient  dose  to  act  as  an  emetic,  there  appears  to  be  a  greater 
diminution  of  tlie  vital  powers  than  from  the  action  of  ipecacu- 
anha. It  probably  takes  a  shorter  time  to  produce  emesisj  than 
the  last  named  article,  and,  as  far  a,:i  my  observation  has  extended, 
operates  nearly  as  mildly — ^reaction  occurs  as  readily — the  pulse 
assumes  fresh  vigor  —  a  copious  warm  perspiration  takes  place, 
and  the  patient  feels  a  glow  over  the  surface  of  the  body.  Pro£ 
Dunglison  says  it  is  an  acro-narcotic,  ^'  Narcotics  are  agents  which 
first  excite  and  then  diminish  nervous  action,  and,  in  sufficient 
doses,  stupefy." 

In  regard  to  the  caution  which  should  be  observed  in  adminis- 
tering lobelia.  Dr.  Waring  remarks  as  follows:  " It  is  always  ad- 
visable to  commence  with  small  doses,  and  increase  them  aa  the 
patient  is  able  to  bear  the  medicine,  discontinuing  its  use  if  it  cause 
nausea,  intermittent  pulse,  or  great  depression." 
It  is  said  to  have  been  successfully  employed  in  incipient  phthi- 
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sis,  hemoptysis,  and  other  hemorrhages;  it  allays  irritation,  dimin- 
ishes the  frequency  of  the  pulse,  and  lessens  cough.  It  acts  some- 
what like  digitalis  in  abating  the  ireijuena^  of  the  pulse,  but  is 
devoid  of  the  dangerous  effects  resultmg  from  the  use  of  that 
agent  Dr.  Cutler,  of  Massachusetts,  used  it  successfully  in 
asthma.  Dr  Bigelow  quotes  Dr.  Bandall  as  stating  that  it  is 
as  successful  in  asthma  as  any  article  that  he  has  tried,  and  that 
he  has  found  it  to  remove  the  paroxysms  in  a  short  time,  and  re- 
store the  patient  to  quietude  and  rest 

Dr.  Elliotson,  of  England,  states  that  it  is  by  far  the  best  medi- 
cine inspasmodic  breathinghe  was  acquainted  with.  "  With  many," 
says  Dr.  E.,  "  it  acts  .as  a  charm  in  asthma,  and  in  ten  or  twenty 
mmutes  they  will  be  perfectly  relieved,  so  that  all  the  other  reme- 
dies, used  in  this  disease,  are  nothing  when  compared  with  it"  A 
very  similar  opinion  is  entertainea  by  Mr.  Bower,  who  profes- 
ses to  have  had  much  experience  in  its  use.  According  to  his 
statement,  many  are  relieved  of  disease  of  the  heart  in  a  short  time 
by  the  use  of  this  agent  It  is  in  the  highest  degree  beneficial, 
even  in  organic  diseases  of  the  lung  itself.  It  is  said  that  nothing 
approaches  the  direct  and  specific  action  of  lobelia  upon  .the  mo- 
tor nerves  of  respiration.  Said  to  be  more  speedy  and  more  cer- 
tain in  its  operation  than  digitalis,  and  more  direct  than  ipecacu- 
anha. Schlesier  thinks  it  can  not  be  sufficiently  commended  in 
spasmodic  asthma.  Andrews,  Morelli,  and  Todd  hold  to 
nearly  the  same  opinion.  lu  spasmodic  or  stridulous  laryngitis,  lo- 
belia perfectly  fulfills  the  conditions  of  cure. 

A  writer  in  the  Stethoscope  says :     "  Although  I  have  seen  it 

fiven  in  enormous  doses,  and  in  many  instances  injudiciously,  I 
ave  never  seen  it  produce  narcotism,  and  it  certainly  does  not  ir- 
ritate the  stomach  as  much  as  ipecacuanha.  I  have  seen  persons 
who  had  taken  large  doses,  and  it  fEdled  to  produce  emesis — ^there 
certainly  was  considerable  prostration — and  I  have  never  seen  any 
evil  effects  produced  by  it  which  might  not  have  been  produced 
by  any  olher  emetic  oi  the  same  class,  in  proportionate  doses,  and 
in  the  same  circumstances.  I  was  induced  to  try  it,  from  the  rec- 
ommendation of  authors,  in  a  case  of  spasmodic  asthma.  I  found 
it  more  effectual  in  relaxing  the  spasm,  and  more  certain  in  its  ef- 
fects than  anything  else.  It  would  frequently  prove  beneficial 
§iven  in  dram  doses,  so  as  to  nauseate  and  not  produce  emesis.  If 
esirable  to  produce  emesis,  from  half  to  one  ounce  of  the  tincture 
may  be  given.  Prof  Wood  says  he  has  derived  more  advantage 
from  it  in  that  disease  than  from  any  other  smgle  remedy.  The 
same  author  admits  it  may  do  good  in  chronic  bronchitis,  attended 
with  dyspnoea ;  and  I  can  add  my  testimony  to  his,  and  say  that 
I  have  derived  considerable  benefit  fiom  its  use  in  the  same  dis- 
ease, especially  in  children.     I  think  it  ought  to  supersede  the 
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use  of  tobacco  enemeta  for  the  purpose  of  relaxing  the  system^ 
for  the  reduction  of  luxations  and  strangulated  hernia.  It  is  cer- 
tainly not  as  dangerous,  and  is  equally  as  efficacious  In  laryn- 
gismus stridulus,  as  well  as  bronchitis,  tracheitis,  pertussis,  associ- 
ated or  not  with  other  remedies,  good  may  be  expected  from  its 
use ;  so  also  in  pneumonia,  when  tar,  antimony,  or  ipeacuanha  are 
contra-indicated  from  irritation  and  inflammation  of  the  mucous 
coat  of  the  stomach,  small  doses  may  be  given  every  hour  or  two 
to  induce  nausea. 

Lobelia  Compouiid. 

Lobelia^  hloodroot  and  shank  cabbage^  enter  into  the  compos- 
ition of  this  preparation.  It  possesses  antispasmodic,  narcotic, 
stimulant  and  expectorant  properties.  Is  favorably  spoken  of  in 
chronic  catarrh,  and  bronchitis,  hysteria,  and  pulmonary  com 
plaints,  and  to  subdue  asthmatic  spasms.  There  are  few  cases  in 
which  either  ingredient  is  indicated,  that  this  compound  does  not 
claim  the  preference. 

PREPARATIONS. 


Fluid  Extract, Dose,  expectorant, 10  to  60  drops. 

"  **  **        emetic, Jto    1  dram. 

"  "    (comp.,)      '*      i  to    1     " 

Lobelin, i  to  1^  grains 


I 


Lycopus   VirginioiLs. 

{BugUweed.) 

Sedative,  tonic,  astringent  and  narcotic.  Used  successfully  in 
incipient  phthisis,  hemoptysis  and  other  hemorrha^ea  It  aUays 
irritation,  diminishes  the  necjuency  of  the  pulse,  and le&sens  cousL 
It  acts  somewhat  like  digitahs  in  abating  the  velocity  of  the  pulse, 
and  is  devoid  of  the  dangerous  effects  resulting  from  the  use  of 
that  drug.  Said  to  have  cured  diabetes  when  all  other  means- 
were  usdess.  Beneficial  in  chronic  diarrhea,  and  dysentery,  in- 
termittents,  &a  It  has  been  known  to  arrest  epistaxis  when  all 
other  remedies  £edled.  The  late  Prof  Baflnesque  remarked :  "  I 
consider  the  bugleweed  a  very  good  substitute  for  all  narcotics, 
prussic  acid  and  even  bleeding,  since  it  produces  the  same  state  of 
the  pulse  and  arterial  system  without  inducing  any  debility,  or 
acting  on  the  heart  and  brain  in  any  injurious  manner."  May  be 
used  m  humoral  asthma,  and  chronic  diarrhea. 

PRBPARATIOM.  ; 

« 

Fluidfixtract, Dose,  1  to  2  drams. 
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MamLbixLin  Vtilgare. 

{Horehound.) 

Stiinnlant,  tonic,  expectorant,  and  diuretia  It  is  used  in  the 
form  of  syrup,  in  coughs,  colds,  chronic  catarrh,  asthma,  and  aQ 
pulmonary  affections.  The  fluid  extract  made  into  a  warm  infu- 
sion will  produce  diaphoresis  and,  sometimes,  diuresis ;  has  been 
used  with  benefit  in  jaundice,  hoarseness,  amenorrhea,  and  hys- 
teria. The  extract  is  an  excellent  tonic  in  some  forms  of  dys- 
pepsia, acts  as  a  vermifuge,  and  will  be  found  efficacious  in 
checking  mercurial  ptyalism.  In  large  doses  it  purees.  It  is  ap- 
plicable to  all  cases  of  gastric  atony,  and  appears  to  We  a  specnil 
relation  to  the  respiratory  mucous  membranes.  Much  benefit, 
says  Dr.  A.  T.  Thompson,  has  been  produced  by  it  in  catarrh,  in 
wnich  there  is  much  cough,  with  copious  excretions  of  mucus, 
nocturnal  sweats,  and  great  prostration. 

The  wann  intasion  is  an  excellent  palliative  in  phthisis  and 
peripneumonia. 

PBBPARAnOVS. 

Fluid  Bxtract) Dose,  i  to  1  dram. 

Solid        "      "  5  to  lagrwns. 

Pills,  2  grains **    2  to  ^5. 

Mentha  Piperita. 

{FeppermiriL) 

Aromatic  stimulant,  carminative  and  stomachia  It  is  the  most 
•pleasant  of  all  the  mints ;  employed  in  medicine  for  several  pur- 
poses, principally  to  expel  flatus,  to  cover  the  unpleasant  taste  of 
other  medicines,  and  to  relieve  nausea,  and  griping  pains  of  the 
alimentary  canaL 

The  oil  of  peppermint  has  been  recommended  in  puerperal 
fevers,  by  M.  I>ove.  He  employed,  with  satisfactonr  resolts,  tnirty 
to  forty  Tninims,  in  divided  doses,  in  the  twenty-four  hours.  A 
stimulating  aperient  preceded  its  use. 

PREPARATIOK. 

Fluid  Extract Doee,  1  to  2  drams. 

Mentha  Yiridis 

{SpearmtnL) 

Aromatio,  carminative,  anti-spasmodic  and  stimulant  It  is 
employed  in  flatulence,  and  to  relieve  the  pain  of  colio,  and 
considered  a  specific  in  allaying    nausea  and  vomiting.     The 
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fluid  extract  is  beneficial  in  high  color  or  scalding  urine,  difficult 
micturition,  &c.      The  tincture  has  been   found    serviceable  in 

fonorrhea,  strangury,  gravel,  and  as  a  local  application  to  painfiil 
emorrhoids. 

Its  principal  employment  is  for  its  febrifuge  and  diuretic  vir- 
tues. Pronouncea  superior  to  peppermint  as  a  febrifuge.  The 
flxdd  extract  made  into  a  warm  infusion  may  be  used  freely. 

Incompatibles, — Sulphate  of  iron,  nitrate  of  silver,  acetate  of 
lead,  &c. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Doee,  1  to  3  dram& 


Myrica  Cerifera. 

{Bayherry,     Wax-Myrtle,) 

'  Mild  astringent  and  stimulant  In  large  doses  it  is  liable  to 
produce  emesis.  It  may  also  possess  expectorant  properties,  con- 
nected with  its  acridness.  This  agent  is  considerably  employed 
by  a  class  of  physicians  in  the  management  of  strumous  com- 
plaints, jaimdice,  diarrhea,  dysentery,  and  other  diseases  where 
an  astringent  stimulant  is  needed.  Dr.  Fahnestock  spdkks  highly. 
of  its  efficiency  in  dysentery.  The  extract  proves  very  benefi- 
cial as  a  gargle  and  injection,  in  chronic  inflammation  of  the 
throat,  leucorrhea,  &c. 

PRXPARATIONS. 

FlQid  Bztraot, Doee,  1  to    2  dramB. 

MjiioiD, "     2  tolOgraina 


Myrica  G^la 

{Sweet  Gale.) 

Acrid,  stimulant,  and  astringent  In  lar^e  doses,  it  proves  an 
emetic,  over-burdeninff  the  stomach  with  stmiulus.  The  extract 
has  been  administered  with  benefit  in  diarrhoea,  dysentery,  and 
diseases  where  astringent  stimulants  are  indicated.  It  has  also 
been  recommended  as  a  vermifdge,  both  as  an  internal  and  exter- 
nal application. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  i  to  1  dram. 


Nicotiana  Tabacnm. 

{Tobacco.) 

Medicinally,  a  sedative,  emetic,  diuretic,  expectorant,  discutient, 
anti-spasmodic,  errhine  and  sialagogue.  Moderately  tjEiken  it  quiets 
re8tl<4ie88,  caU  mental  and^i^ral  inquietudi,  and  prooLuces' 
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a  State  of  general  languor  or  repoBa    Laige  quantities  give  rise  to 
alarming  symptoms. 

PBSPAR^TION. 

Solid  Extract, Dose 


Nepeta  Cataria. 

{OcUnep.) 

Diaphoretic  and  carminative,  anti-spasmodic,  emmenagogue  and 
diuretic.  In  warm  infusion  the  extract  is  used  in  febrile  (useases, 
as  a  diaphoretic,  and  to  allay  convulsive  action  and  produce 
sleep ;  it  is  also  given  as  a  carminative  and  anti-spasmodic  in  the 
flatulent  colic  of  children.  As  an  emmenagogue  or  uterine  tome, 
it  has  proved  decidedly  beneficial  in  amenorrhea  and  dysmenor- 
rhea, and  has  likewise  been  successfully  employed  in  asthma,  hys- 
teria and  flatulent  colic  of  infemts. 

The  fluid  extract  of  catnep  and  saffron  in  the  form  of  a  warm 
incision  is  a  very  popular  remedy  m  colds  and  exanthematous 
diseases,  to  which  the  young  are  subiect  The  fluid  extract  of 
catnep,  valerian,  scullcap,  forms  an  excellent  agent  in  nervous  head- 
ache, restlessness  and  nervous  irritability.  Thid  agent  sometimes 
proves  efficacious  in  restoring  the  menstrual  flood  after  other  rem- 
edies have  failed. 

PBXPARATIOK. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  2  to  4  drama 


NympliaBa  Odorata. 

{LHy,   White.) 

Astringent,  demulcent,  aaodyne,  alterative,  anti-scrofuloua 
It  is  a  popular  remedy  in  all  bowel  complaints,  and  employed 
as  an  astrmgent  in  gleet,  fluor  albus,  etc.  Very  beneficial  in  scrof- 
ula, and,  combined  with  tutld  cherry,  in  bronchial  affection&  A 
case  of  uterine  cancer,  which  had  obstinately  resisted  all  medical 
treatment,  is  mentioned  by  Dr.  King,  as  having  been  permanently 
cured  by  the  fi'ee  use  of  the  root 

Matson  recommends  it  as  a  gargle  in  sore  throat  Thece  is 
scarcely  any  vegetable,  says  Bigelow,  which  affords  more  decided 
evidence  of  astnngency  than  the  root  of  this  plant ;  formerly  cele- 
brated as  an  antaphrodisiac,  and' a  remedy  in  morbid  discharges. 
See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  voL  1. 

PREPARATION 

Fluid  Extract Doee,  ^  to  1  dram 


"  Topically  it  is  a  direct  stimulant  and  indirect  sedative  of  the 
tiervons,  muscular,  and    vascular  systems.      A  moderate  dose, 
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taken  while  in  healthy  augments  the  volume  and  velocity  of  the 
pulse,  increases  the  heat  of  the  surface,  gives  enei^  to  the  mus- 
cles, renders  the  mind  more  acute,  and  produces  a  general  excite- 
ment of  the  whole  system." 

Dr.  Waring  remarks  as  follows  on  the  use  of  opium :  "  Some 
persons  are  peculiarly  susceptible  to  the  use  of  opium,  and  are 
unable  to  take  even  the  smallest  dose  without  its  occasioning  de- 
lirium, a  high  state  of  nervous  irritability,  vomiting,  diarrhoea, 
&0,  Where  this  idiosyncrasy  exists,  opium  should  not  be  given^ 
unless  more  than  ordinary  circumstances  demand  it  When, 
however,  its  exhibition  is  necessary  in  these  subjects,  it  is  some- 
times tolerated,  if  given  in  the  form  of  an  enema ;  or,  if  given  by 
mouth,  a  few  grains  of  capsicum  will  be  found  to  allay  the  vom- 
iting, and  the  addition  of  camphor,  or  tartar  emetic,  will  in  a  great 
measure  obviate  the  irritabihty.  As  a  general  rule,  however, 
opium  should  not  be  given  in  any  form  in  these  cases. 
Infents  and  young  children  bear  the  exhibition  of  opium  badly. 

Numerous  are  the  instances  on  record  in  which  two  or  three 
drops  of  laudanum  have  produced  fatal  results  ir  young  children : 
ana  opium  in  every  form  should  be  avoided,  unless  it  is  impera- 
tively called  for,  and  should  never  be  given  without  the  greatest 
caution.  It  should  be  laid  down  as  a  rule,  that  when  it  is  neces- 
sary to  prescribe  opiates  for  children,  those  preparations  whose 
strength  is  r^ulated  by  a  certain  standard  should  be  preferred  to 
those  whose  strength  is  variable  and  uncertain.  Thus,  tinctum 
opii,  tinctura  campnorae  oum  opio,  and  Dover^s  J^owder,  are  pre- 
ferable to  syrup  of  popptes^  the  strength  of  which  is  verv  variaole 

Those  persons  who  are  unaccustomed  to  opium  require  a  much 
smaller  quantity  of  the  drug,  to  produce  a  certain  effect,  than  those 
who  are  Habituated  to  its  use. 

Combination  with  other  drugs  greatly  modifies  the  action  oi 
opium.  Ipecacuanha  increases  its  action  on  the  skin ;  mercurials 
ODviate  its  constipating  influence ;  and  tartar  emetic  lessens  the 
action  which  it  would  otherwise  excite  in  the  nervous  system. 

When  a  large  dose  of  opium  has  been  administered,  and  the  pa- 
tient is  still  suffering  intense  pain,  how  long  should  we  wait  before 
it  would  be  considered  safe  to  repeat  it  7  This  (^^uestion,  put  by 
Dr.  Qriffinj  is  answered  by  him,  that  half  an  hour  is  the  limit  with- 
in which  crude  opium  will  be  found  to  manifest  its  effects ;  and 
that  the  dose  may  be  safely  repeated,  if  the  pain  or  spasm  be  not 
relieved,  however  often  it  may  be  given.  The  liquid  preparations 
of  opium  act  rather  sooner  tlian  the  solid  drug. 

When  opium  is  given  for  the  relief  of  pain,  particularly  ot  a 
periodical  character,  a  third  part  of  the  dose  which  was  required 
to  relieve  the  paroxysm  is  required  to  prevent  its  recurr^nca  In 
£Etct,  a  moderate  dose  given  in  the  interval  will  sometimes  prevent 
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the  accession  of  tlie  fit,  when  no  quantity,  however  great,  can  con- 
trol it,  after  it  has  once  set  in. 

When  opium  or  opiates  have  been  given  for  any  length  of  time, 
or  in  large  doses,  a  period  of  exha\istion  and  sinking  almost  in- 
variably  ensues  fi-om  twelve  to  twenty-four  hours  after  the  drug 
has  been  discontinued  A  great  amount  of  exhaustion  and  sink- 
ing has  been  observed  to  follow  the  omission  of  even  a  very  re- 
duced dose,  particularly,  in  children.  A  little  nourishment,  or 
some  slight  stimulant,  is  here  necessary. 

An  over-dose  of  opium  will  produce  effects  very  similar  to 
those  of  an  under-dose.  Where  a  restless  night  has  resulted  from 
an  over-dose  having  been  given,  sound  sleep  may  occur  next  night 
without  any  opium  whatever.  Again,  if  the  doses  of  opium  given 
with  advantage  during  the  existence  of  inflammation  be  continued 
when  this  has  subsided,  stupor,  or  troubled  sleep,  according  to 
the  degree  of  surplus  opium  given,  will  result 

In  order  to  procure  sleep,  opiimi  should  be  given  an  hour  or  two 
before  the  usual  hour  of  retirmg  to  rest,  in  order  to  allow  the  stage 
of  excitement  to  pass  off  previous  to  that  time. 

When  from  irritability  of  the  stomach,  or  some  other  cause, 
opium  can  not  be  administered  bv  mouth,  it  may  often  be  advaa- 
ta^eously  administered  in  the  form  of  enema ;  a  larger  dose,  a 
third  or  half  lai^er,  is  required  when  it  is  exhibited  in  the  latter 
mode.  It  may  also  prove  of  the  highest  service  when  applied  ex- 
ternally in  allaying  pain,  irritation,  and  inordinate  action,  not  only 
of  the  skin,  but  of  the  subjacent  tissues. 

As  a  diaphoretic,  opium  is  best  combined  with  ipecacuanha. 

Opium  is  either  contra-indiccUed^  or  shovM  be  given  with  caution^ 
in  iiUjbUomng  states:  1.  In  cerebral  affections  occurring  in  per- 
sons of  a  pletnoric  habit,  and  where  congestion  of  the  vessels  of 
the  brain  is  suspected.  2.  In  acute  sthenic  inflammation  in  ple- 
thoric subjects,  previous  to  the  employijient  of  depletion.  8.  In 
pulmonary  affections,  when  the  cough  is  dry  and  hard,  and  the 
expectoration  is  difficult  and  scanty.  4  In  affections  of  mucous 
membranes  of  the  aur-passages,  attended  with  copious  secretion. 
In  such  conditions  the  narcotizing  influence  of  opium,  by  dimin- 
ishing  the  respiratory  ftmction,  has  often  proved  &taL  5.  In  mor- 
bid  states  of  the  body,  where  venous  congestion  is  evident  6. 
Whilst  the  urine  is  scanty  and  high-colored.  AlkaUes  should,  in 
such  a  case,  be  generalljr  administered  first ;  but  if  the  symptoms 
he  urgent,  and  opium  is  imperatively  called  for,  it  should  be  given 
in  combination  irith  alkaUes.  7.  Curin^j  pregnancy.  Dr.l)en. 
man  states  that  he  is  persuaded  that  the  frequent  use  of  opiates 
by  pregnant  women  is  prejudicial  to  the  foetu&  8.  In  fevers  and 
other  morbid  states,  accompanied  by  contraction  of  the  pupila 
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PBBPABATIOV& 

Aqueous  Extract  of  Opium 1  fSJ  l^fS^"^  iS  S  W  "^^ 

FiuidOptol)eodori«ed,j^,|^^^;:;;:;;;;;;;;:;;  :!  ,1^^"^ 

Pilto  of  Opium,  1  grain "  1  to   4. 

"    and  Aoetete  of  Lead,  2  grains "  1  to   3. 

"    Camphor,  3  grains, "  1  to    S. 

"        and  Tannin,  3i  grains, *'  1  to   2. 


it 

u  u 

II  It 


Aqueous. 

{Opium,  Aqueous,) 

The  aqueous  solution  possesses  all  the  anodjme,  sedatiTe,  and 
antispasmodic  effects  of  opium,  and  of  the  various  preparations  of 
this  well  known  and  usefiil  medicine,  and  is  superior  to  any 
similar  one  before  the  publia  It  is  the  result  of  many  y^ears  ob- 
servation and  study  of  one  of  the  most  eminent  physicians  ia 
the  country,  and  was  used  in  a  long  and  extensive  practice 

It  is  a  very  pleasant  anodyne  and  anti-spasmodic,  much  used  ta 
allay  cough  in  chronic  catarrh,  asthma,  consumption,  4a  j  to  re- 
lieve nausea  and  slight  pains  in  the  stomach  and  bowels ;  to  cheek 
diarrhea ;  and  in  inmntile  cases  to  procure  sleep. 

It  may  be  used  when  the  crude  orug  usually  would  be  It  is 
of  the  strength  of  laudanum,  and  may  be  given  in  similar  doses: 

Many  physicians  have  long  used  an  empirical  aqueous  solution, 
and  dinering  only  from  the  officinal  solution,  in  mode  of  prepara- 
tion. 

Repose  is  usually  induced  by  the  minimum  dose,  but  in  obsti- 
nate irritation,  the  dose  can  be  repeated  several  times  with  safety. 

The  advantages  claimed  for  this  preparation  are,  that  con- 
stipation and  unpleasant  consequences  following  the  administra- 
tion of  opium  in  its  ordinary  forms  are  wholly  or  nearly  avoided. 

This  preparation  may  be  administered  as  an  anodyne  or  to  in- 
duce rest,  when  opium  itself  can  not  be  prescribed  with  safety. 

Incompqtibles, — ^Ammonia,  carbonates  of  potassa  and  soda,  nit- 
rate of  silver,  acetate  of  lead,  salts  of  copper,  iron  and  zinc,  astrin- 
gent infasions,  &a 

PBXPARA.TIOVS. 

.  Fluid  Extract,  (for  infants), Dose,  1  to    6  dn^ 

(for  adults), "   10  to  60     •* 


Papaver  Somnifernm. 

(Poppy-) 

Poppy  capsules,  though  similar  in  their  effects  to  opium,  are 
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much  weaker  in  their  action.  They  are  used  in  decoction,  emul- 
sion, swap  or  extract  to  calm  irritation,  relieve  pain  and  promote 
rest  The  decoction  forms  a  common  fomentation,  which  is  ap* 
plied  to  burns,  inflamed  or  excoriated  parta  Over  ordinary  opi- 
ates the  syrup  has  the  positive  advantage  of  a  less  disagreeable 
tastCL 

PRBPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  i  to    1  dram. 

SoUd        "      :... "    3tol0graiiia 

Pma,2  grains "     2  to   6. 


Phytolacoa  Decandra. 

{Garget,   or  Poke.) 

Emetic,  cathartic,  alterative,  antiherpetic,  and  somewhat  nar- 
cotic.   In  doses  of  from  one  to  five  i^rams  it  acts  as  an  alterativa 

The  extract  is  an  excellent  remedy  for  the  removal  of  those 
severe  pains  attending  mercurio-syphilitic  affections,  in*  which  it 
is  more  beneficial  than  opium.  It  is  said  to  have  been  success- 
fully employed  in  chronic  rheumatism  and  in  hemorrhoids. 

Its  emetic  action  is  characterized  by  slowness,  not  producing 
any  special  effect  tiU  some  time  after  it  has  been  taken,  and  then 
continuin^to  act  for  a  considerable  time  upon  the  stomach  and 
bowels.  This  action  is  not  attended  with  much  pain  or  spasm, 
but  narcotic  effects  have  been  observed,  such  as  drowsiness,  verti- 
go, and  dimness  of  vision.  In  small  doses  it  partakes  o(  altera- 
tive powers,  exciting  the  whole  glandular  system,  and  producing 
highly,  beneficial  results  in  syphilitic,  scrofulous,  rheumatic,  ana 
cutaneous  diseases. 

The  root  roasted  in  hot  ashes  until  sofl,  and  then  mashed  and 
applied  as  a  poultice,  is  unrivaled  in  felons  and  humors  of  vari- 
ous kinds.  It  discusses  them  rapidly,  or  if  too  far  advanced,  hastens 
their  suppuration. 

It  is  said  to  have  been  used  with  good  effect  in  paralysis  of  the 
intestines.  The  ointment  has  been  employed  to  a  considerable 
extent  in  the  treatment  of  felons,  sanious  ulcers,  cutaneous  erup- 
tions, itch,  hemorrhoids,  and  cancen  In  this  last  disease,  Dr. 
Bone  combined  it  with  gunpowder.  It  is  asserted  that  poke  is  a 
sure  cure  for  syphilis  in  all  its  stages,  without  the  use  oi  mercury. 

The  phytolaccin  of  Tilden's,  which  seems  to  be  the  chief  active 
principle,  is  now  used  successfully  as  an  alterative  tonic  in  doses 
of  from  one-fourth  to  one  grain. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  10  to  80  drops. 

Solid        "      "      1  to    4  grains. 

Phytolaccin, *'      i  to    1      " 
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Pills  of  Phytol&cca,  1  grain Dose,'l  to  4. 

*»    fPhytolaccin,  *  " "     1  to  2. 


Finns  Canadensis. 

This  is  a  common  forest  tree,  found  in  great  abundance  in  the  Brit- 
ish Provinces,  in  North  America,  and  in  most  of  the  New  England 
States,  and  also  in  the  mountainous  regions  of  the  Middle  States. 
The  bark  contains  a  large  amount  of  tannin,  and  is  extensively 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  leather.  The  whole  plant  contains  an 
oleo-resinous  substance,  which  is  manifest  by  its  fragrajit  exhala- 
tions. The  extract,  furnished  from  the  bark,  is  a  valuable  remedy 
in  the  treatment  of  chronic  diarrhea,  in  the  last  stages  of  dysen- 
tery, and  cholera  infantum.  The  valuable  astringent  properties 
have  suggested  its  employment  in  hemorrhoids,  menorrha^a,  &c., 
as  well  as  in  many  other  cases,  in  which  matico,  tanmn,  and 
rhatany  hjive  been  ably  defended. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  ^  to  1  dram. 

Piper  AngustifolinnL 

{Matico,) 

Aromatic,  tonic,  stimulant  and  styptic.  Its  therapeutical 
agency  is  highly  recommended  in  hemoptysis,  hematemesis,  dysen- 
tery and  hematuria,  in  doses  of  one  dram  of  the  powdered  leaves, 
or  one  fluid  dram  of  the  fluid  extract  four  times  a  day.  Hem- 
orrhage from  the  nose  or  uterus  has  been  arrested  by  the  internal 
administration  of  matico,  after  other  remedies  had  completely 
failed  to  control  the  bleeding.  As  an  internal  remedy  it  has  also 
been  successftiUy  employed  in  diseases  of  the  mucous  membrane, 
as  gonorrhea,  leucbrrhea,  menorrhagia,  catarrh  of  the  bladder, 
hemorrhoids  and  epistaxis. 

The  leaves  form  a  superior  medicinal  styptic  for  arresting  hem- 
orrhage from  wounds,  leech-bites,  &a  Tne  downy  part  of  the 
leaf  is  said  to  be  the  most  active  part  Also  applied  to  ulcera 
Its  essential  oil  is  recommended  m  the  treatment  of  gonorrhea. 
See  Journal  ol  Materia  Medica,  vol.  6. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Bxtract Dofle,  i  to  2  drams. 


Piper   Cubebaa. 

{OubAs.) 
Cubebs  is  a  well  tried  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  gonorrhea. 
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II  is  aromatic,  p_ungent,  stimTolant  and  purgative,  and  acta  as  a 
specific  in  arresting  gonorrheal  discharges.  It  has  also  been  given 
in  leucorrhea,  cystirrhea,  abscess  of  the  prostate  gland,  piles,  and 
chronic  bronchial  inflammation.  The  nse  of  cubebs  is  contra-in" 
dicated  during  a  high  inflammatory  condition,  and  is  advised  to 
be  used  in  gonorrhea  onlv  when  the  inflammation  is  confined  to 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  urethra.  Dr.  Dieters  extols  the  use 
of  cubebs  in  involuntary  micturition,  or  incontinence  of  urine, 
given  in  tolerably  large  dfoses  twice  a  day,  for  firom  three  to  eight 
weeks.  It  is  highly  valued  by  many  practitioners  in  the  blennor- 
rhea of  females,  as  well  as  in  leucorrhea.  It  has  the  power  of 
arresting  excessive  discharges  firom  the  urethra. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Cubebs, Dose,  i  to  li  drams. 

**  "    Ethereal "  1  to  2        " 

Solid      "  "  2  to  20  grains. 

Pills  of  Extract  Cubebs,  2  grains, "  1  to    6. 

"  "  and  Copaiba,  8  grs., "  2  to   4. 

"  "      Copaiba,  and  Cit  Iron,  8  gr.  "  1  to   4. 

"  "         and  Alum,  8  grains, "  2  to    4. 

"  "    and  Ext  Rhatany  and  Iron, .  "  1  to    8. 


Nignim, 

{Black  Pepper.) 

Black  Pepper  is  a  warm  carminative  stimulant..  It  appears,  in 
common  with  cubebs,  to  exercise  a  specific  influence  on  the  mu- 
cous membranes  of  the  rectum  and  genito-urinary  organa  In 
lar^e  doses,  it  produces  inflammation  of  the  stomach,  and  acts  as 
an  irritant  poison.  Its  chief  medicinal  application  is  to  excite  the 
languid  stomach  and  correct  flatulence.  In  intermittent  fever, 
when  the  stomach  is  not  duly  susceptible  to  the  action  of  quinia,  as 
sometimes  in  drunkards,  pepper  may  be  found  a  usefiil  adjuvant 
to  the  more  powerful  febnfuge. 

Dyspeptic  persons  have  been  greatly  benefited,  and  sometimes 
cured  Djr  the  use  of  pepper  alone.  Cases  of  gonorrhea  are  men- 
tioned, m  which  this  remedy  proved  effectual. 

Dr.  Brodie  advises  the  persistent  use  of  this  drug  in  chronic 
c  ases  of  hemorrhoids  occurring  in  old  persons,  or  proceeding  from 
d  ebility.     An  aperient  should  occasionally  be  given. 

Co  ntra-indtcations, — ^Inflammation  of  the  rectum  and  intestines. 

Incompatibles, — ^Vegetable  astringents. 

PBSPARATZONB. 

FluidExtract Dose,  10  to  20  drops. 

pais  of  Piperin,i  grain "       2  to   4 
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Podophyllum  PeltattuxL 

{Mandrake.) 

Mandr^e  is  catiuirtic,  emetic,  alterative,  anthelmintic,  hydra- 
gogae  and  sialagogue. 

The  root  of  podophyllum  is  a  sure  and  active  cathartic,  in  which 
character  it  deserves  a  high  rank  among  our  indigenous  produc- 
tiona  We  have  no  native  plant  that  answers  better  the  common 
purpose  of  jalap^  aloes  and  rhubarb,  and  which  is  more  safe  and 
mila  in  its  operation.  It  acts  principally  as  a  cathartic  ;  drastic^ 
aL90  as  an  emetic^  if  taken  in  quantity ;  laxative,  if  the  doses  admin- 
istered are  moderate.  It  promotes  glandular  action,  exerting  also 
a  powerftil  inflaence  on  the  condition  of  the  cutaneous  tissue,  and 
regulates  the  circulatory  system. 

As  a  deobstruent,  it  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  our  materia 
medica,  acting  through  and  upon  all  the  tissues  of  the  system, 
and  its  action  continues  for  a  long  time.  In  bilious  and  typhoid 
febrile  diseases,  it  is  very  valuable  as  a  cathartic,  or  emetico- 
cathartic,  often  breaking  up  the  disease  at  once. 

A  moderate  use  of  the  podophyllum  is  effectual  in  chronic  he 
patitis ;  and,  indeed,  all  cases  of  hepatic  derangement  whether  of 
short  dt  long  standing,  are  overcome  by  this  treatment 

There  is  not  its  superior  in  the  whole  range  of  medicines,  arous< 
ing  the  liver  to  a  more  healthy  action,  increasing  the  flow  of  bile, 
and  keeping  up  these  actions  longer  than  any  other  agent  with 
which  we  are  acquainted  In  alterative  doses,  it  has  been  found 
exceedingly  valuable  in  scrofula,  syphilitic  diseases,  rheumatism, 
&a  In  constipation,  it  acts  upon  the  bowels,  without  disposing 
them  to  subsequent  costiveness.  It  has  likewise  been  founa  very 
beneficial  in  dysmenorrhea,  amenorrhea,  incontinence  of  urine, 
worms,  and  some  affections  of  the  bladder. 

It  promotes  fi'ee  action  of  the  kidneys,  arousing  the  absorbents, 
being  a  regulator  of  all  secretions,  so  tar  as  any  one  medicine  can 
be,  and  exerts  a  complete  influence  over  the  pathologic  condition 
of  the  blood,  preventing  its  strong  determination  to  any  part  where 
congestion  or  mcipient  inflammation  would  be  produced — ^as,  for 
instance,  in  the  brain.  In  intermittent  fevers,  in  inflammation  of 
the  brain,  and  in  dropsical  affections,  it  has  been  used  with  marked 
success,  acting  as  a  powerful  cholagogue  and  deobstruenf^  at  the 
same  time  restoring  and  equalizing  the  circulation.  It  has  been 
deemed  advisable  by  some  physicians,  to  give  in  connection  with 
the  podophyllum  some  slight  cathartic,  as  the  bitartrate  of  po- 
tassa,  if  speedy  action  is  desirable. 

PoDOPHYLLiN,  the  active  principle  of  Mandrake. — This  is  an  al- 
terative and  cathartic,  and  acts  in  many  respects  like  mercurial 
preparations.     It  rouses  the  liver  to  vigorous  action,  stimulates 
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the  kidneys,  promotes  expectoration^  augments  the  glandular  func- 
tions, and  cleanses  the  canal  of  all  irritating  substances.  Its  ran^e 
of  application  is,  perhaps,  more  extensive  man  any  other  cathartic 
memcina  Very  much  might  be  said  in  regard  to  its  merits  and 
mode  of  application. 

It  exerts  a  favorable  influence  on  the  cutaneous  tunctions,  pro 
ducing  and  maintaining  a  constant  moisture  of  the  skin.  It  p^- 
duces  ptyalism  in  some  persons,  and  is  said  to  produce  a  power- 
ftd  ana  lastini;  impression  upon  the  elandular  system  and  secretory 
or^ana,  ^^^Joy  any  o?her  artfcle. 

It  is  useful  in  scroAiIous  diseases,  hepatic  aJSections,  dysmen- 
orrhea, gonorrhea;  also  administered  beneficially  in  jaundice, 
dropsy,  dysentery,  diarrhea,  bilious,  remittent,  and  intermittent 
fevers,  typhoid  fever,  and  all  glandular  enlargements.  When  in 
combination  with  leptandrin,  it  forms  an  exceedingly  valuable 
and  effective  alterative  and  cholagogue^  There  is  not  a  better 
cholagogue  preparation  known  in  ^ledicine  than  the  combination 
of  p<SophyIlin  and  leptandrin.  For  further  illustration  of  the 
properties  of  podophyllum  and  leptandra,  see  Journal  of  Materia 
Meoica,  March,  June,  July,  1858. 

Podophylitim  Compound. 

The  constituents  of  this  compound  are  mandrakej  senna  and 
jalap..  It  acts  as  an  antibilious  purgative ;  and  may  be  used  in 
cases  where  the  object  is  to  produce  prompt  and  copious  evacua- 
tion, where  an  active  impression  is  required  to  remove  from  the 
intestinal  tube  irritating  substances. 

PKBPARATIOVB. 

Fluid  Extract Dove,  i  to  1  dnun. 

"      Oompoimd "  ito  2    " 

Solid        "      "  3tol2grain8. 

Podophyllin *'  i  to  fandlto2gr8. 

PiUfl  of  PodophjUin,  i  grain. *'  2  to  4. 

"     Bxt,  Podophyllum,  1  grain "  3  to  8. 

"     Podophyllum  and  Blue  Mass,  3  gn "  1  to  2. 

*•           "           Compound,  1  ^rrain "  1  to  2. 


Polygala  Sene^. 

(Seneka.) 

This  plant  is  an  active  stimulant,  increasing  the  force  of  the 
circulation,  especiallj  that  of  the  puknonaiy  vessels ;  it  has  been 
found  very  useftd  m  typhoid  innammation  of  tiie  lungs.  Dr. 
Brandreth,  of  Liverpool,  has  derived  great  service  from  its  em- 
ployment, in  cases  of  lethaigy,  in  the  form  of  an  extract,  com- 
bined witii  carbonate  of  ammonia.  It  has  been  given  in  hydropic 
OMeB;.and  as  it  Bometimee  promotes  plentiftd  discharges  by  tirine, 
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Stool,  and  perspiration,  it  is  frequently  the  means  of  removing  the 
disease  after  tne  ordinary  cathartics,  diuretics,  and  hydragogues 
have*faileA  Dr.  Milne  spoke  highly  of  the  decoction,  joined  with 
bi-tartrate  of  potash,  in  dropsy.  Dr.  Percival  administered  it  in 
hydrops  pectoris.  It  has  been  employed  in  nervous  afifections  and 
hectic  fever,  in  hydrothorax,  &om  its  stimulating  effect  on  the  kid- 
neys, and  in  diseases  of  the  lungs,  from  its  augmenting  the  absorb- 
ent forces.  In  pneumonia,  after  bleeding,  and  in  the  typhoid 
stage,  it  is  one  of  the  best  remedies  for  promoting  expectoration ; 
at  an  earlier  period,  it  is  too  stimulating.  Dr.  Bru  found  it  emi- 
nently usefiil  in  the  asthma  of  old  people,  and  in  the  latter  stages 
of  croup ;  and  Dr.  Chapman  found  it  efficacious  in  recent  caaes  of 
amenorrhoea 

Seneka  may  be  given,  as  Dr.  Chapman  judiciously  advised,  in 
typhoid  pneumonia,  in  the  decline  of  the  ordinary  form  of  the  dis- 
ease, or  when  it  attacks  old  or  feeble  persons.  It  is  dicidedlv  ,bene- 
ficial  in  subacute  and  chronic  inflammation  of  the  bronchia  and 
in  bronchorrhoea.  It  is  considered  by  some  as  one  of  the  most 
active  and  certain  emmenagogues.  Some  of  the  German  writers 
attribute  to  this  article  a  very  problematical  influence  over  scrofri- 
lous  inflammations  of  the  conjunctiva,  cornea,  &a,  including  those 
which  involve  a  rheumatic  or  gouty  element 

Dr.  Archer,  of  Maryland,  extravagantiy  praises  seneka,  as  a 
remedy  for  croup,  representing  it  as  being  capable,  unassisted  by 
other  remedies,  of  removing  the  alarming  disease.  See  Journal 
of  Materia  Medica,  voL  6. 

C(mtra4ndic(Uions, — All  active  inflammatory  conditions,  es- 
pecially of  the  lungs. 

PBIPAAATIOK. 

Fluid  £ztract Dose,  20  to  40  drops. 


Polygomim  PnnctattLm. 

{Waier  Pepper,) 

Water-pepper  possesses  stimulant,  diuretic,  emmenagogue  and 
diaphoretic  properties ;  highly  recommended  in  amenorrhea.  Dr. 
Eberle  testifies  that  he  employed  it  in  twenty  cases,  and  was  never 
more  successful  Dr.  Ogier,  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  published  many 
cases  of  catamenial  suppression,  in  which  water-pepper  proved 
eminentiy  serviceable. 

In  combination  witii  svlpha^te  of  iron  and  gwm  tnyrrh^  it  is 
said  to  have  cured  epilepsy — ^probably  dependent  on  some  uterine 
derangement  The  infusion  in  cold  water,  which  majr  be  read- 
ily prepared  from  the  fluid  extract,  has  been  found  serviceable  in 
gravel,  colds  and  coughs,  and  mixed  with  wheat  bran^  in  bowel 
complaints. 
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Antiseptic  and  yesicant  virtueB  are  also  claimed  fo:r  it  Sim- 
ipered  in  water  and  vinj^ar,  it  has  proved  usel^l  in  gangrenous,  or 
mortified  conditions.  Tne  extract  in  the  form  of  infusion  or  fo- 
mentation has  been  beneficially  applied  in  chronic  ulcers  and 
hemorrhoidal  tumors,  also  a  wash  in  chronic  erysipelatous  inflam- 
mations, and  as  a  fomentation  in  tympanitis  and  flatulent  colic. 
The  infusion  in  cold  water  is  recommended  in  ptyalism. 

PBEPA&ATIOir. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  10  to  60  drops. 


Populns  Trexniiloides. 

{Poplar.) 

Poplar  possesses  tonic  and  febrifuge  properties.  It  may  be  used 
with  beneficial  results  in  intermittents,  remittents,  impaired  di- 

Sestion,  chronic  diarrhea,  and  in  cases  where  tiie  system  has  teen 
ebilitated. 

This  agent  has  proved  serviceable  as  a  diuretic,  and  employed 
witii  considerable  success  in  gonorrhea,-  gleet  and  many  other  uri- 
nary affection&     See  Journal  of  Mateiia  Medica,  voL  2. 

PBKPARATION& 

Fluid  Extract .' Dose,  ^  to  1  dram. 

Pupulin "    4  to  8  graios. 


Prinos  VerticillatTia 

{Black  Alder.) 

Tonic,  alterative,  astringent,  and  as  a  local  application,  stimu- 
lant Beoommended  in  intermittent  fevers,  diarrhea  and  other 
diseases,  connected   witii   debility,  especially  mortification  and 

Sangrena     It  is  a  popular  remedy  in  gangrenous  or  flabby  and 
1-conditioned  ulcers,  and  in  chronic  cutaneous  eruptions,  given 
intemaUy ;  appHed  externally  in  form  of  wash  or  poultica 

It  has  oeen  employed  with  good  effect  in  jaundice,  also  obtained 
considerable  reputation  in  the  treatment  of  dropsy.  The  medi- 
cinal reputation  of  prinos  is  so  highly  valued  that  it  has  become 
an  ingredient  of  several  syrups,  ^e  Journal  of  Materia  Medica, 
vol.  1. 

PBBPAIU.TION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to  2  drams. 


Pmnus  Virginiana. 

{WHd  Cherry.) 
Uniting  with  a  tonic  power  the  property  of  quieting  irritation 
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and  diminlshiiLg  nervoiiB  excitability,  it  is  adapted  to  casee  where 
the  digestive  powers  are  impaired  with  general  local  irritation  ex- 
isting at  the  same  time. 

It  is  useful  in  all  diseases  where  it  is  of  importance  to  impart 
tonici^,  and  yet,  to  avoid  any  undue  excitement  of  the  heart 
and  blood-vessels,  as  for  instance,  dtiring  the  first  stage  of  con- 
valescence from  inflammatory  attacks,  and  in  many  pulmcmaiy 
diseases.  Its  uses  are  indicated  in  all  cases  rec^uirmg  the  use  of 
a  general  tonic  particularly  in  cases  of  the  impairment  of  the  con- 
stitution by  dyspepsia,  indigestion,  &c. ;  in  dyspepsia  attended 
with  neuralgic  symptoms,  and  general  debility  following  inflam- 
matory fevers ;  in  diseases  in  which  debility  of  the  system  is  united 
with  general  local  irritation. 

On  account  of  its  gently  astringent  properties  united  with  itssed- 
ative  action,  it  has  been  found  highfy  beneficial  in  complaints  in- 
cident to  the  summer  months,  in  diarrhea,  chronic  diarrhea,  and 
in  preventing  the  weakness  and  relaxation  of  the  bowels  which 
produce  them. 

Wild  Cherry  Compouxid. 

Wild  cherry,  horehoundj  UUuce,  vercUrum  and  bloodrootj  form 
this  compouncL  It  is  admirably  well  adapted  to  those  debUitated 
states  of  the  system  complicated  with  nervous  irritability  and 
cough.  It  operates  with  magical  efficacy  in  the  convalescent  sta- 
ges of  inflammatory  attacks,  and  pulmonary  afiections. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Wild  Cherry, .  .• Dose,  2  to  4  drams. 

♦♦  "  Compound, "    i  to  2 

Prunin, *'*'    2  to  6  mins. 

Wine  of  WUd  Ohorrv, "    lto4£aina. 

Ferrated  Wine  of  Wild  Cherry, '*    lto4     " 

Ptelea   Trifoliata. 

{Ptelea.) 

Pure,  unirritating  tonic.  Used  in  intermittent  and  remittent 
fevers,  and  all  cases  where  tonics  are  indicated.  It  is  recom- 
mended in  asthma  and  pidmonary  affections,  and  stated  to  be 
tolerated  by  the  stomach,  when  other  tonics  are  rejected.  It  gives 
tone  to  the  appetite,  stimulates  the  stomach  to  healthy  action,  and 
promotes  the  early  re-establiirhment  of  digestion. 

Professor  J.  D.  Jones  claims  for  this  medicine  soothing  influ- 
ences when  applied  to  mucous  membranes,  and  states  that  he  has 
derived  sreat  benefit  fix^m  its  use  in  convalescence  from  fevers, 
and  debUity  connected  with  gastro-enteric  irritation. 

PBMPARATIOK. 

Fluid  Kxtraot Doee,  1  o  to  60  drops. 
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Pulmonaria  Offloinalis. 

{LunguoorL) 

Demulcent  and  mucilaginous.  It  may  be  used  in  all  cases 
where  this  type  of  agents  is  indicated.  Employed  in  catarrhal  and 
bronchial  affections,  consumption,  hemoptysis,  tubercular  diathesis 
and  pulmonary  disorders  generally. 

PBEPAK^TIOV. 

Fluid  Bztraci Dose,  i  to  1  dram. 

Pyrethrum  Parthenium. 

{Feverfew.) 

Tonic,  carminative,  emmenagogue,  vermiftige  and  stimulant 
The  fluid  extract  made  into  a  warm  infusion  is  an  excellent 
remedy  in  colds,  flatulency,  worms,  irregular  menstruation,  hyste- 
ria, suppression  of  urine,  and  in  some  febrile  diseases.  The  cold 
infiision  or  extract  makes  a  valuable  tonic.  The  extract  of  fever- 
few in  conjunction  with  the  compound  spirite  of  lavender,  forms 
a  very  efficient  medicine  in  hysteria  and  flatulency. 

PBIPUUTIOV. 


Flnid  Bztnct Do§e,  ^  to  1  dram. 

Quercus  Alba. 

(WhiU   Oak) 

White  oak  bark  is  somewhat  tonic,  powerfully  astringent,  and 
antiseptic.  Used  with  advantage  in  intermittent  fever,  obstinate 
chrome  diarrhea,  chronic  mucous  discharges,  and  in  certain  forms 
of  passive  hemorrhages ;  likewise  in  phthisis,  and  diseases  attended 
wi&  great  prostration,  colliquative  sweats,  kc  It  will  be  found 
very  serviceable  when  administered  to  sickly  and  debilitated  chil- 
dren, and  in  severe  diarrheas,  particularly  when  the  result  of  fe- 
vers. Aromatics,  and  sometimes  castor-oil  are  essential  adjuvants 
in  dysenteric  and  diarrhetic  casea  Drs.  Ballard  and  Garrod  state, 
that  they  know  of  few  remedies  more  useftil  in  leucorrhea.  The 
decoction  forms  an  excellent  gargle  for  relaxed  uvula  and  sore 
throat,  and  an  astringent  injection  for  leucorrhea,  prolkpsup  ani, 
hemorrhoids,  &a     See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica  voL  1. 

PBEPAftATIONa 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  ito    I  dram. 

Solid       "     "  10  to  20  graina. 

Pilk,  2  gralBB. "     6  to  10. 
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Rhamnus  Catharticus. 

{BiuJetkom.) 

Hydra^gue  cathartic.  It  was  formerly  held  in  high  esteem  for 
its  remedial  virtues  in  the  treatment  of  dropsy,  gout  and  rheuma- 
tism. It  is  used  mainly  as  a  syrup,  adjuvant  to  hydragogue  or 
diuretic  mixtures.  Buckthorn  possesses  griping  qualities,  and 
should  always  be  administered  in  combination  with  carminatives. 

PHBPABATION. 

Fluid  Eztraot Dose,  ^  to  1  dram. 


Rheum  Palmatiim. 

{Ehnbarb.) 

The  medicinal  properties  of  rhubarb  are  peculiar  and  valuable. 
Its  most  remarkable  peculiarity  is  the  union  of  the  cathartic  and 
astringent  power,  the  ktter  not  interfering  with  the  former,  as  the 
purgative  effect  precedes  the  astringent  From  its  mildness  it  is 
an  appropriate  laxative  in  mild  cases  of  diarrhea,  chronic  diarrheas 
and  dysentery,  by  first  evacuating  any  irritating  matter  contained 
in  the  bowels,  and  afterwards  acting  as  an  astringent.  Also  in 
convalescence  firom  exhausting  diseases,  enfeebled  condition  of  the 
bowels,  dyspepsia  attended  with  constipation,  and  scrofulous  en- 
largement of  the  l^rmphatio  glands.  It  is  one  of  the  best  laxatives 
for  general  use  in  inmncy.  ^r  it  is  not  apt  to  act  with  unexpected 
violence,  and  its  tonic  ana  astringent  virtues  render  it  peculiarly 
fit  for  the  treatment  of  infantile  cases  attended  with  enreebled  di- 
gestion and  irritation  of  the  alimentary  canal,  as  well  as  in  a  va- 
riety of  children's  complaints,  as  cholera  infantum,  summer  com- 
plamts,  Sec 

In  nervous  and  putrid  fevers  it  is  preferable  to  saline  and  other 
purgatives.  Dr.  S.  Jackson,  late  of  Northumberland,  speaks  of 
rhubarb  as  a  remedy  of  surprising  efficacy  in  piles,  when  laxa- 
tives are  needed.  He  directs  a  piece  about  ten  grains  in  weight 
to  be  chewed,  or  rather  slowly  dissolved  in  the  mouth  every  night, 
or  less  frequently  according  to  the  degree  of  constipation  present 
Decksbb  recommended  this  agent  in  all  stages  of  dysentery  as  abun- 
dantly able  to  effect  the  cure  alone.  Powdered  rhubarb  has  been- 
recommended  by  Home  as  an  application  to  old  and  indolent  ul- 
cers for  the  purpose  of  promoting  their  granulation.  The  fluid 
extract  is  a  safe  and  convenient  preparation  in  most  cases  where 
a  laxative  is  indicated. 

Bhubajrb  and  Senna. 
A  combination  of  rhubarb  and  senna  is  suggested,  instead  of 
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the  oAe  of  either  of  the  simple  extracts  in  Cases  where  a  simple 
cathartic  is  required.  By  the  union  of  these  drugs  in  the  concen- 
trated form  of  2k  fluid  extract^  and  in  due  proportion,  a  cathartic  is 
obtained  which  is  safe,  unattended  by  unpleasant  symptoms,  and 
not  followed  by  constipation.  The  cases  where  a  simple  cathartic 
is  needed  are  so  numerous,  that  the  preparation  will  be  found  use- 
ful to  physicians,  and  a  good  family  medicine  for  travelers  and 
others  who  resort  to  this  kind  of  purgative  habitually. 

Rhubarb  Aromatic. 

An  agreeable,  warming,  digestive  purgativa  Its  use  is  attended 
with  the  happiest  results,  strengthening  and  exciting  the  action  of 
the  stomach,  and  imparting  tone  to  the  digestive  functions  gen- 

erallv. 

Bkvharb  alone  is  inadvisable  in  cases  of  habitual  cohstipation,  on 

account  of  its  syJbsequeni  astringent  effect — Pereira. 

Incompa^les.—^trong  acids,  lime-water,  sulphates  of  iron  and 

zinc,  tertar  emetic,  bicmoride  of  mercury,  vegetable  astringenta 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract  Rhubarb Dose,  i  to    1  dram 

"          **              **        Aromatic, **  i  to    1      " 

*'          **              "        and  Senna. "  i  to   1      " 

Solid       **                   "  2  to    lOgrs. 

Pills        "        Rhubarb,  1  min, "  2  to    6. 

"         *•             "          and  Magnesia,  2  grs., **  1  to   4. 

"         ♦*             "         and  Iron,  (U.  a  P.)  8  grs.,. .  "  2  to   8. 

*'  Rhubarb  Compound,  (U.  S.  P.)  4  grs., *'  2  to   6. 

'*  Extract  Rhubarb  and  Blue  Ifass,  4  grs., ''  1  to   2, 

Rhus  Q-labmm. 

{Sumac) 

Astringent  and  refiigerant,  and,  to  an  extent,  febrifuge.  It  has 
been  found  valuable  in  gonorrhoea,  leuchorrhoea,  diarrhoea,  dysen- 
tery, hectic  fever  and  scromla.  The  infusion,  as  a  gargle,  is  considered 
almost  a  specific  in  the  sore  throat  attending  mercurial  salivation ; 
and  is  much  used  internally  in  mercurial  diseasea  Syphilitic  af- 
iections  are  said  to  be  mucn  benefited  by  a  fi-ee  use  of  sumac  in 
combination  with  the  barks  of  slippery  elm  and  white  pme.  A 
poultice  of  tlc^e  bark  applied  to  ulcers  and  gan^enous  conditions, 
claims  attention  for  its  antiseptic  propertiea  The  incision,  sweet- 
ened with  honey,  is  serviceable  in  the  same  way,  for  cleansing  the 
mouth  in  putrid  fevera  It  is  a  cooling  drink  in  ulceration  of  the 
throat    ^e  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol  1. 

PBKPAIUTIOK. 

Fluid  Bztract Dose,  1  to  2  drama. 

6 
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Rnbus  YillosTis. 

{Blobclcberry,) 

This  is  a  tonic,  aromatic  stimulant,  and  strong  astringent ;  has 
been  long  a  favorite  domestic  remedy  in  bowel  anections,  and  may 
be  employed  with  great  advantage  in  cases  of  diarrhea  from  re- 
laxation of  the  bowels,  whether  in  children  or  adults.  Bigelow 
considers  it  a  powerful  astringent,  and  is  satisfied  of  its  efficacy  in 
cases  in  which  the  vegetable  astringents  are  found  serviceable. 
Dr.  Chapman  speaks  highly  of  it  in  the  declining  stage  of  dysen- 
tery, after  the  symptoms  of  active  inflammation  are  removed ;  he 
asserts  that  nothing  in  his  hands  had  done  so  much  to  check  the 
inordinate  discharges  in  cholera  infantum — two  or  three  doses  suf- 
ficing to  bind  up  the  bowels.  Southern  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  also  the  Journal  of  Rational  Medicine,  also  Journal  of 
Materia  Medica,  &c.,  have  published  accounts  of  this  agent,  as  pro- 
ducing extraordinary  cures  in  chronic  <iiarrhoea  and  dysentery,  in 
cases  where  all  other  remedies  had  failed,  and  in  the  shortest  pos- 
sible tima  It  is  well  adapted  to  relaxed  conditions  generallv  of 
the  gastro-intestinal  mucous  membrane,  to  passive  hemorrhage  nom 
the  stomach,  bowels,  and  to  atonic  dyspepsia.  In  atonic  diarrhoeas 
of  children,  especially  is  it  worthy  of  notica 

Blackberry  is  said  to  exert  an  influence  over  the  uterus  during 
parturition,  exciting  its  contraction  when  other  remedies  have  failed 

The  compound  syrup  with  aromatics,  recommended  by  Surg. 
Gen'l.  Finlay,  for  use  in  the  atony  in  chronic  diarrhoea,  is  an  ex- 
cellent form  for  its  use.     See  Journal,  of  Materia  Medica,  vol  1 

PBBPABATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, DoRe,  i  to  1  dram. 

Solid        "       **    4  to  6  grains. 

Pills,  2  grains, **    2   to  8. 

Rumex  Crisptis. 

( Yellow  Dock,) 

Astringent  and  gently  tonic,  and  is  supposed  to  possess  an  al- 
terative property.  It  is  said  to  have  provea  \isefiil  in  scrofiila  and 
syphilis.  The  extract  is  astringent,  alterative,  and  tonic,  uniting 
a  hxative  power  with  these,  and  resembling  rhubarb  iu  ,its  mode 
of  operation.  It  is  considered  eminently  useful  in  scorbutic,  scro- 
fiilous,  scirrhous,  and  syphilitic  affections,  leprosy,  elephantiasis, 
&a  Dr.  Salsbury  speaxs  of  its  employment  in  cutaneous  erup- 
tions, and  as  having  attracted  considerable  attention  in  tne 
treatment  of  itch.     An  ointment  of  rumex  crispus  and  root-bark 


« 
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of  celastrvs  scandens  is  confidently  affirmed  by  others,  to  form  an 
infallible  remedy  for  this  disorder. 

Induration  oj  Liver, — ^The  fluid  extract  of  rumex  crispus,  in 
combination  with  a  small  quantity  of  the  fluid  extract  of  beUa- 
donna,  is  useful  in  such  indicatioiis,  when  complicated  with  jaun- 
dice, and  causing  dyspepsia  or  palpitation  of  the  heart 

Ihmsdiats  e&cts  must  not  be  expected  to  follow  the  use  of 
this  agent  Recently  it  has  been  used  quite  extensively  in  syr- 
ups and  extracts. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract. Dose,  1  to  2  drams. 

SoUd        "      "     4to8graiM. 

Rumidn "     4  to  8      *• 

Pilla  of  Solid  Extract,  2  grains. ^     1  to  2. 

Ruta  Graveolens. 

{Rue.) 

Emmenagogue,  ecbolic,  anthelmintic,  and  anti-spasmodia  This 
agent  has  been  successfully  employed  in  flatulency,  colic,  hysteria, 
epilepsy,  manv  nervous  disorders,  and  nervous  disturbances  caused 
by  worms,  th.  Thompson  found  an  enema  of  the  strong  infusion 
of  service  in  convxdnions  of  children  arising  fix)m  flatulency.  It 
should  be  administered^  in  every  form  vnth  caution.  In  large  quan- 
tities, it  operates  as  a  narcotico-airid  poison. 

If  administered  during  pregnancy,  it  is  very  liable  to  produce  ab- 
ortion, accompanied  tvith  gastro-enteritis  and  aenbral  disturbances. 
In  moderate  doses,  this  agent  pr'/ues  "n  emmenagogue,  while  in  large 
doses,  it  determines  irritation  of  Uie  uterus. 

PRKPARATIOKS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  16  to  60  drops. 

Solid      »*        "     2to    4grain8. 

Pills,  2  grains *'      1  to    2. 

Sabbatia  Ansnlaris. 

{Centaury  Bed.) 

An  excellent,  pure,  bitter  tonic,  without  astringency. 

Bigelow  readily  attests  its  utility ;  and  Eberle  considers  it  one 
of  the  most  reliable  of  the  tonic  remedies.  Employed  in  &11  peri- 
odic febrile  diseases,  both  as  a  prophylactic  ana  a  remedy ;  useful 
in  dyspepsia  and  convalescence  m)m  fevers ;  but  principally  to 
invigorate  the  stomach  and  alimentary  canal. 

Tne  fluid  extract  made  into  a  warm  infusion  has  received  con- 
siderable notoriety  tor  discussing  worms,  and  for  restoring  the 
menstrual  secretions.     See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  2. 

PREPARATION. 

Finid  Kxtract ,DoBe,  i  to  1  dram 
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Salvia   Officinalis. 

{Sage.) 

Sage  unites  a  slight  degree  of  tonic  power  and  astringency  with 
aromatic  properties.  Beneficial  in  flatulence  connected  with  gastric 
debility,  efficacious  in  restraining  the  exhausting  sweats  of  hectic 
fever,  or  to  allay  nausea.  The  infusion,  which  may  be  prepared 
fix>m  the  fluid  extract,  is  an  excellent  anthelmintic  and  for  the 
purpose  of  causing  diaphoresis  in  some  febrile  complaints,  as  a 
gargle  for  inflammation  and  ulceration  of  the  throat,  and  relaxed 
uvula,  either  alone  or  combined  with  appropriate  remedies. 

It  has  achieved  considerable  notoriety  in  spermatorrhoea  and  a» 
an  antaphrodisiaa 

PBBPARATIOK. 

Fiuid  Extract, Dose,  ^  to  1  dram. 

SambtLCus  Canadensis. 

{Elder  Flowers.) 

The  fluid  extract  of  the  flowers  when  made  into  a  warm  infu- 
aion  is  diaphoretic  and  gently  stimulant ;  in  cold  infusion,  diu- 
retic, alterative  and  cooling. 

Elder  flowers  may  be  used  in  all  diseases  requiring  such  action, 
as  in  hepatic  derangements  of  children,  erysipelatous  diseases,  &c» 

In  erysipelas,  elder  flowers  both  as  a  laxative  and  cooling  med- 
icine, are  exceedingly  valuable. 

PREPABjLTIOV. 

Fluid  Extract itol  dram. 


Canadensis. 

{BhodrooL) 

Acrid  emetic,  with  narcotic  and  stimulant  properties,  expecto- 
rant, sudorific,  alterative,  emmenagogue,  tonic,  antiseptic,  deter- 
gent^ escharotic  and  errhine,  according  to  the  mode  in  which  it  is 
employed.    It  is  actively  stimulant  in  its  primary  operation& 

In  small  doses,  it  excites  the  stomach,  and  accelerates  the  cir- 
culation; more  largely  given,  produces  nausea  and  consequent 
depression  of  the  pulse ;  and  in  the  full  dose  occasions  active  vom- 
iting. The  effects  of  an  over-dose  are  violent  emesis,  fidntness,  a 
burning  sensation  in  the  stomach,  vertigo,  tormenting  thirst,  dim- 
ness of  vision,  and  alarming  prostration. 

The  powder,  applied  to  fungous  growths,  and  indolent  ulcers, 
proves  of  utility,  removing  the  former  bv  its  escharotic  action 
and  creating  in  the  latter  a  new  and  healthy  energy.    The  fiuid 
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extract  made  into  an  infhsioti  with  vinegar  has  been  found  val- 
uable in  removing  ringworms,  warts,  &a 

"  Bloodroot  has  been  given  in  tjrphoid  pneumonia,  catarrh,  per- 
tussis, croup,  phthisis,  pneumonitis,  scarlatina,  rheumatism,  jaun« 
dice,  dyspepsia,  hydrotnorax,  and  some  other  affections,  either  as 
an  emetic,  nauseant  or  alterative,  and  its  virtues  are  highly  praised 
by  many  judicious  practitioners.  Dr.  Mothershead,  of  Indianap- 
olis, speaks  in  the  strongest  terms  of  its  efficacy  as  an  excitant  to 
the  liver,  given  in  alterative  dosea"  Dr.  R.  G.  Jennings  has  found 
it  more  efficient  as  a  gargle  in  scarlatina  than  any  other  that  he 
has  employed.  Of  the  sanguinarin,  Dr.  Chas.  A.  Lee  s^s ,  "  It 
acts  very  beneficially  in  chronic  bronchial  and  hepatic  affections. 
It  seems  to  stimulate  all  the  secretions,  and  will  doubtless,  prove 
a  useftd  general  alterativa"  Dr.  Branch,  of  S.  C,  has  employed 
bloodroot  in  croup,  and  prefers  it  to  any  other  single  remedy : 
and,  by  persistinff  in  it  till  emesis  is  produced,  he  is  of  opinion 
that  it  prevents  tne  formation  of  the  diphtheritic  membranea  See 
Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vols.  6  and  6. 

Cbntra-tndicatums. — All  states  of  high  general  excitement  or 
active  local  inflammation. 

PBBPARATI0N8. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  6  to  15  and  40  to  60  drops. 

Solid        "       ''  itoIiand2ito   6  graiBS. 

SaBguinarina,  "  1-30  to  1*10  grain. 

Sanguinarin,  . . ., "  ^  to    1  and    ^  to    2       " 

Pills  of  SaDLguinaria,  i  grain,  *'  1  to    3. 

"        1  "     "  1  to    6. 

"    Sanguinarin,  i      " "  1  to    4. 

"  "  1       "      "  1  to    2. 


Soilla  Maritima. 

{SjuOL) 

Squill  is  expectorant,  diuretic,  and  in  large  doses,  emetic  and 
purgative.  It  is  seldom  used  as  an  emetic  or  cathartic,  on  account 
of  its  uncertainty  in  producing  these  effect&  It  is  used  as  a  diu- 
retic in  dropsies,  and  in  chronic  pulmonary  affections,  such  as 
<ihronic  catarrh,  humid  asthma,  winter  cough,  &a  ;  it  is  also  em- 
ployed as  an  expectorant  As  an  expectorant  it  is  used  both  in 
•cases  of  deficient  and  superabundant  secretion  from  the  bronchial 
mucous  membrane.  Troublesome  vomiting  or  pumng  caused  by 
fiquiU  is  best  corrected  by  opium.  It  is  contra-indicated,  where 
there  is  much  inflammation  or  vascular  excitement  It  will  be 
found  useful  in  chronic  bronchitis  complicating  emphysema,  and 
in  aU  the  forms  of  chronic  and  subacute  catarrh,  l^aer  these  cir- 
cumstances, it  is  most  usually  combined  with  senegcu  It  is  also 
much  employed  as  an  ingredient  in  the  compound  si/rup  ofwju'JL 
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which  is  so  popular  a  remedy  in  spasmodic  croup.  In  the  decline 
of  spasmodic  and  even  membranous  croup,  squill  may  be  of  ser- 
viJm  promoting  secretions  from  laiyng^  Sucous  i/embr«ra 

As  a  diuretic,  few  medicines  excel  it,  and  hence  it  is  in  umver 
sal  use  for  all  forms  of  dropsy.  Sometimes  it  produces  a  rapid 
evacuation  of  the  water  by  ^Wting  and  purging;  this  is  par^c- 
ularly  the  case  when  it  id  associated  with  tartar  emetic^  or  with  sa- 
line cathartica  As  a  general  rule,  it  is  giyen  in  combmation  with 
digitalis  and  blue  mass^  (of  each,  one  grain  three  or  four  times  a 
daj.^  The  calomel  is  supposed  to  excite  absorption,  while  the 
squill  increases  the  secretory  action  of  the  kidneys.  In  order  to 
lessen  its  injurious  action  on  the  stomach,  it  may  be  conjoined 
with  the  aromatic  spirit  of  ammonia.  In  the  hydrocele  of  young 
subjects,  says  Dr.  W  aring,  a  radical  cure  has  occasionally  been  ef- 
fected by  the  local  external  application  of  acetum  scillse.  It  causes 
desquamation  and  subsequent  absorption  of  the  fluid.  A  salve 
made  with  powdered  squiU  was  anciently  used  as  a  remedy  for 
warts,  and  some  modem  writers  vouch  for  its  efficacy. 

When  used  alone,  its  diuretic  effects  are  seldom  observed,  if 
purging  or  emesis  is  produced,  and  consequently,  when  the  first 
of  these  ejects  be  desired,  the  medicine  should  be  given  in  smaU 
doses,  and  discontinued  on  occurrence  of  nausea.  In  dysuria,  says 
Dr.  Waring,  I  have  used  a  combination  of  acetum  sollse,  (fluid 
extract  one  ounce,  diluted  acetic  acid  eight  ounces,)  sp.  ether  nit^ 
in  equal  parts,  with  more  uniform  success,  than  any  other  internal 
remedy.  Of  this  mixture,  3  ss  in  aq.  anisic  fl  ^  ij',;  may  be  repeat* 
ed  every  hour. 

Squill  Compound. 

Squill  compound  is  composed  of  s^iU  and  seneka.  The  prop- 
erties of  these  agents  are  nearly  identical  and,  in  a  conjoined  state^ 
become  eminently  valuable  in  catarrhal  and  bronchial  affections 
attended  with  deficient  or  excessive  secretions,  and  in  some  drop- 
sical conditions. 

Incompatibles. — ^Lime  water,  alkaline  carbonates,  nitrate  of  sil- 
ver, acetate  of  lead. 

PRKPARITIONS. 

Fluid  Extract  Squill, .Doee,  expectorant  and  diuretic,  2  to    6  drops. 

**  "        "      '*    emetic, 12  to  24     " 

"  "        "      Compound"     10  tc  20      " 

Pill8SqumGomp.,(U.S.  P.,)3gr8, Doae,   2  to    3. 

"      "        •*  and  Ipecac,  (U.  S.  P )  3  grs "       2  to    3. 

SctLtellaria  Lateriflora. 

{ScuUcap.) 
Spullcap  ranks  among  the  most  valuable  of  its  class — ^neryinesL 
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Its  action  is  said  not  to  be  immediate,  but  to  follow  a  persistent 
ust.  It  can  be  given  to  all  classes,  in  almost  any  stage  of  disease, 
with  safety.  It  possesses  not  only  a  remarkable  power  of  control- 
ling nervous  excitabilitj,  as  manuested  in  patients  ol  an  irritable 
temperament  when  fetigued,  over-excited,  or  suffering  from  slight 
phvsical  derangements.  But  its  most  valuable  properties  are  de- 
veloped in  several  cases,  as  when  the  most  active  and  potent 
means  are  req^uired  in  delirium  tremens,  tic-douloreux,  St  V  itus's 
dance,  convulsions,  tetanus,  as  well  as  the  ordinary  diseases  of  the 
nervea  Those,  who  have  long  used  the  plant,  claim  for  it  tonic 
properties,  which  give  strength  as  well  as  quiet  to  the  system,  su- 
donjSc  and  diuretic  powers,  and  that  it  never  leaves  the  system  in 
an  excited  and  irritable  condition  when  its  effects  have  passed  off, 
as  often  occurs  with  other  nervines 

This  article  has  proved  especially  useftil  in  chorea,  convulsions, 
tremors,  intermittent  fever,  neuralgia,  and  all  nervous  affections 
In  delirium  tremens,  using  it  freely  will  soon  produce  a  calm  sleep. 
Where  teething  has  impaired  the  health  pi  children,  it  may  be 
given  with  advantage.  In  all  cases  of  nervous  excitability,  rest- 
lessness or  wakefulness,  attended  with  acute  or  chronic  diseases,  or 
from  other  causes,  it  may  be  taken  freely  with  every  expectation 
ol  beneficial  results. 

Dr.  Bates,  in  a  communication  to  the  Boston  Medical  Journal, 
says  he  has  used  it  with  general  success  in  the  treatment  of  dis- 
eases attended  with  nervous  irritation,  irritability,  restlessness,  &c. 
In  the  treatment  of  children  it  is  invaluable  for  allaying  these 
symptoms.  The  dose  is  a  teaspoonful,  repeated  as  often  as  the  cir- 
cumstances or  indications  require  It  may  be  relied,  upon  in  some 
forms  of  hysteria.  Patients  convalescing  from  typhoid  fevers, 
pneumonitis,  arthritis,  &c.,  or  any  disease,  with  those  symptoms, 
will  be  shortly  relieved  by  one  or  two  teaspoonfuls  of  tms  prepar- 
ation. I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  those,  who  give  it  a  fair 
trial,  will  find  it  efficient  in  the  treatment  of  many  diseases,  for  the 
relirf  of  which  small  doses  of  opium  are  frequently  given,  without 
any  of  its  unpleasant  consequences. 

PREPARATIONS. 


Fluid  Extract  of  Sct^Ilcap Dose,  ^  to  1  dram. 

"  **  "        Compound **    i  to  1       " 

Scutellarin ''     2  to  6  grains. 

Pills  of  Scutellarin,  1  grain •*     2  to  6. 

Secale  Cereale.    (Secale  ComutxLm.) 

{Mrgotj  Spurred  or  Smut  Rye.) 
Narcotic,  styptic^  and  ecbolia     Used  on  account  of  its  power 
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of  promoting  uterine  contraction  in  languid  natural  labors  Ad- 
ministered to  facilitate  abortion  when  it  has  commenced,  also  to 
check  uterine  hemorrhage  in  the  gravid  or  non-gravid  state.  It 
has  proved  serviceable  in  hemorrhage  from  other  organs,  as  the 
lungs,  stomach,  and  in  retained  placenta.  It  has  been  recommended 
in  small  doses  in  painful  dismenorrhea,  where  membranous  shreds 
pass  off;  also  in  gonon-hea,  gleet,  chronic  diarrhea  and  dysentery, 
paraplegia,  paralysis  or  debility  of  the  bladder,  and  of  the  rectum, 
speimatorrhea,  hysteria  and  intermittent  fever. 

A  dangerous  poison  if  taken  into  the  body  mixed  with  food, 
producing  violent  spasmodic  convulsions,  and  dry  gangrene ;  if 
taken  in  very  large  doses,  giddiness,  headache,  and  flushed  face 
are  produced,  together  with  pain  and  spasms  in  the  stomach,  nau- 
sea and  vomiting,  with  colic,  purging,  and  a  sense  of  weight  and 
weariness  of  the  limbs :  in  pregnant  women  it  is  found  to  excite 
uterine  action  in  a  ver^  remarkable  manner,  bringing  on  abortion, 
or  facilitating  parturition  ;  hence,  ergot  ia  called  by  Dr.  Pereira,  a 
parturifacient  In  medicine  it  is  extensively  employed  to  pro- 
mote uterine  pains  during  the  process  of  parturition,  to  produce  the 
expulsion  of  the  placenta,  contraction  of  the  uterus,  and  to  stop 
ut'rine  heinori'hage.  To  a  more  limited  extent  it  has  been  used, 
and,  as  it  is  said,  with  advantage,  in  epistaxis,  hemoptysis,  hema- 
turia, and  hematemesis,  to  expel  clots  and  polypus  fix)m  the  uterus, 
leucorrhea,  puerperal  convulsions,  and  amenorrhea. 

Dr.  Montgomery,  of  Madras,  speaks  in  favor  of  the  ethereal 
preparation  of  ergot  In  the  American  Medical  Monthly,  Dr.  O. 
H.  Smith  says  that  he  looks  upon  ergot  as  almost  a  specific  for 
mania-a-potu.  He  gave  the  tinct  in  half  teaspoonful  doses.  Pro£ 
Baker  states  that  he  never  knew  ergot  to  fail  in  giving  relief  to  re- 
tention  of  urine  afterlabor. 

Dr.  Meigs  advises  that  it  should  be  given  at  the  moment,  or 
just  after  parturition,  in  order  to  secure  a  permanent  contraction 
of  the  uterus,  especially  in  women  subject  to  hemorrhage.  Dr. 
C.  L.  Mitchell  used  ergot,  satisfactorily,  in  spermatorrhea,  admin- 
istering it  daily  in  doses  of  one-half  dram  to  a  dranu  See  Journal 
of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  3  and  6. 

Chnira-indicattOfiS. — ^Rigidity  of  the  uterus ;  deformity  of  pelvis ; 
mal-presentation ;  serious  obstacles  to  delivery ;  morbid  aahesion 
of  placenta,  &c. 

PBEPARATIOK. 

Fluid  Extract,  Ethoroal Dose,  i  to  1  dram 


Senecio  Aureus. 

{Ld/e  Boot) 
A  certain  diuretic  and  diaphoretic.    Life  root  tas  proved  an 
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excellent  medicme  in  gravel  and  other  urinary  affections,  either 
alone,  or  given  in  combination  with  other  dinretics ;  and  is  said  to 
be  a  specific  in  strangury.  The  extract  is  a  powerful  emmena- 
gogue,  when  given  in  the  form  of  warm  infusion. 

Life  root  possesses  pectoral  and  tonic  properties  also ;  may  be 
given  with  advantage  in  pulmonary  and  hepatic  affections.  As  a 
nervine,  said  to  be  efficacious  in  allaying  nervous  irritation  of  the 
system  generally,  more  particularly  for  syphilitic  and  irritative 
cough. 

In  the  treatment  of  female  diseases,  it  is  deemed  a  mast  valua- 
ble remedy. 

PHPPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  i  to  1  dram. 

Senecin "      3  to  5  grainfl. 

Simaniba  Excelsa. 

{Qiuissia.) 

Bitter  tonic  and  stomachic,  febrifuge  and  anthelmintic.  Quas- 
sia possesses  many  advantages  over  other  vegetable  bitters ;  it  is 
free  from  all  constipating  properties ;  it  is  purely  tonic,  invigo- 
rating the  digestive  organs,  with  very  little  increase  of  circulation, 
or  increase  of  animal  heat  It  is  used  sometimes  in  remittent  and 
intermittent  fevers,  likewise  in  dyspepsia,  debility  from  exhaust- 
ing diseases,,  and  is  advantageous  as  an  anthelmintic. 

Dr.  Lettsom  states  that  he  has  administered  quassia  with  emi- 
nent success,  in  low  remittent  and  nervous  fevers,  and,  that  too, 
after  cinchona  had  failed  him.  It  is  strongly  recommended,  by 
the  same  authority,  in  the  advanced  stage  of  diarrhea.  Dr.  War- 
ing regards  it  as  almost  a  specific  against  lumbrici ;  the  extract 
must  be  given  three  or  four  days  consecutively,  and  then  followed 
by  a  brisk  purge. 

Incompatibles. — Nitrate  of  silver,  acetate  of  lead,  &c. 

PBSPABATIOK& 

Pluid  Extract Dose,  i  to  1  dram. 

Solid        "      "    2to6graiii8. 

PiUa,lgwto "         3to6. 

Smilax  Officinalis. 

{SarsapariUa,) 

Sarsaparilla  is  generally  considered  as  an  alterative,  although 
stated  by  some  to  possess  diuretic,  diaphoretic  and  emetic  properties. 

This  agent  possesses  a  high  reputation  as  an  alterative,  in  the 
treatment  of  cnronic  rheumatism,  scrofdlous  affections,  cutaneous 
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affections,  inveterate  syphilis,  pseudo-syphilis,  syphiloid  diseases 
generally,  and  struma  in  all  its  forma 

It  possesses  the  power  of  purifying  the  blood,  r^olatin^  the 
secretions,  and  comporting  as  a  general  alterative.  It  wiS  be 
found  to  be  highly  advantageous  in  the  treatment  of  that  shattered 
state  of  the  system  which  oftentimes  follows  an  imprudent  use  of 
mercury  in  syphilitic  affections,  as  aJso  in  that  depraved  condition 
of  the  general  health  to  which  it  is  difficult  to  apply  a  name. 

It  has  also  been  advised  in  chronic  rheumatism,  cutaneous  dis- 
eases, passive  and  general  dropsy,  gonorrheal  neuralgia,  and  other 
depraved  conditions  of  the  system,  where  an  alterative  is  required. 

LTvcompaMbles. — Infusion  of  galls,  lime-water,  acetate  of  lead. 

Sarsaparilla    Compound. 

In  this  compound  sarsaparilla  is  conjoined  with  Princess  piney 
''iqwyrice^  mezereon,  sassafras,  yellow  docky  and  biUersioeet 

It  possesses  the  power  of  increasing  the  secretions  generally,, 
and  may  be  employed  with  much  confidence  in  those  cachectic 
conditions  of  the  body  dependent  on  cutaneous  diseases,  scorbutus^ 
syphilis,  ulcers,  Ac. 

Sarsaparilla   and   Dandelion. 

Alterative  and  moderately  tonic  and  aperient.  The  uses  of  thi* 
compound  will  readily  be  suggested. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Sarsaparilla,  American, Doee,  1  dram. 

•*  "  Rio  Negro "    1      *» 

"  "  Compound,  (IT.  S.  P.,) "1      " 

"  "  and  Dandelion, »     i      « 

Solid  Extract  of  Sarsaparilla,  American, "     6  to  20  grains^ 

"  "  "         Compound,...  "     6  to  20      " 

**  "  Rio  Negro, '*     6  to  20      " 

"  "  "         Compound "     6  to  20      " 

Pills  of  each  of  the  Solid  Extracts,  3  grains, "     2  to    5. 

Solannm  Dulcamara. 

(  Bttterstveet ) 

Narcotic,  alterative,  diuretic,  diaphoretic,  and  slightly  tonic- 
Dulcamara  has  been  chiefly  used  Id  cutaneous  and  g^hintic  dis- 
eases, rheumatic  and  cachectic  affections,  ill-conditioned  ulcers, 
scroftda,  indurations  from  milk,  leuchorrhea,  jaundice,  and  ob- 
structed mensruation ;  but  it  is  now  mainly  confined  to  the  treat- 
ment of  cutaneous  eruptions,  particularly  those  of  a  scaly  charac- 
ter^ as  lepra,  psoriasis,  and  pityriasis.  In  these  complaints  it  is  of- 
ten beneficial,  especially  with  minute  dosbs  of  the  antimoniala  It 
is  said  to  have  teen  beneficially  employed  in  chronic  rheumatism, 
and  chronic  catarrh.    When  taken  in  over-doses  it  produces  nan- 
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sea,  yomitmg,  vertigo,  and  spasmodic  action  of  the  muscles.  With 
many  persons,  the  mce  and  hands  become  purplish,  and  the  circu- 
lation depressed  while  under  its  influence.  Antaphrodisiac  pn> 
perties  are  claimed  for  it,  and  it  has  proved  useful  in  mania,  in 
which  the  venereal  functions  were  strongly  excited.  Equal  parts 
of  aolanwn^  rvmex^  and  stilMngioj  made  mto  a  syrup,  form  a  val- 
uable preparation  for  scrofulous  aJQfections,  as  well  as  syphilitia 

It  is  employed  externally  in  the  form  of  ointment,  as  a  discu- 
tient  to  painfal  tumors,  also  to  some  forms  of  cutaneous  diseases, 
ulcers,  and  eiysipelatous  affections.  It  has  been  thought  to  be 
most  evidently  useful  in  tiiose  cases  of  pulmonary  diseases,  which 
have  followed  directly  upon  the  sudden  disappearance  of  a  cutane- 
ous eruption.  To  its  seaative  virtues  mav  be  ascribed  its  ef&ciency 
in  rendering  coughing  less  frequent  and  severe ;  in  allaying  the 
spasmodic  action  produced  by  emphysema  and  whooping-cough, 
and  its  reputed  curing  of  certain  cases  of  phthisis. 

The  most  inveterate  cases,  says  Gardner,  of  pustular,  vesicular, 
as  well  as  scaly  eruptions,  yield  to  its  influence,  when  persevering- 
Iv  administered.  Its  utility  in  chronic  eczema,  acne,  impetigo  of 
mce,  and  ecthyma  vulgare,  in  persons  of  a  scrofulous  diatiiesis,  is 
highly  recommended. 

PBSPARATI0M8. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  i  to  1  dram. 

Solid        **      "    8  to  8  grains. 

Pills,  2  grains, "    2  to  4. 

Solidago  Odora. 

{GoUm  Bod.) 

The  extract  is  aromatic,  moderately  stimulant  and  carminative ; 
and«diaphoretic  when  given  in  warm  inftision.  It  may  be  used 
to  relieve  pain  arising  fix)m  flatulency,  to  allay  nausea,  and  to 
mask  the  taste  or  correct  the  operation  of  unpleasant  medi- 
cines, such  as  laudanum,  castor  oil,  etc.  Sometimes  employed  as 
an  astringent  in  dysentery  and  ulceration  of  the  intestines,  diarrhea 
and  cholera  morbus. 

PBBPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose  i  to  1  dram. 

Spigelia   Marilandica. 

{Pink  Root) 

This  plant  is  a  well-known  indigenous  anthelmintic,  possessed 
of  narcotic  and  cathartic  powera  l)r.  Barton  found  it  also  usetul 
in  the  fevers  of  children,  not  proceeding  from  verminous  irritation, 
as  from  those,  for  instance,  consequent  upon  hydrocephalua 
When  a  full  dose  is  given  at  night,  it  is  well  to  follow  it  by  a 
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purge  in  the  morning.  It  is  usually  combined  with  senna  or 
some  other  cathartic,  to  insure  its  action  on  the  bowels.  The  pink 
root  compound  is  composed  of  the  same  ingredients  as  those  that 
enter  into  the  well-known  worm  tea. 

In  large  doses  it  is  apt  to  purge,  and  likewise  produce  symptoms 
of  narcotism,  exciting  the  circulation  determining  the  blood  to 
the  brain,  giving  rise  to  vertigo,  dimness  of  vision,  dilated  pupils, 
spasms  of  the  facial  muscles,  and  sometimes  even  causing  con- 
vulsions. Spasmodic  movements  of  the  eyelids  are  amon^  its 
most  common  attendants.  These  narcotic  eflFects  are  less  liable  to 
occur  when  the  medicine  purges,  and  are  entirely  obviated  by 
combining  it  with  cathartics.  Barton  long  ago,  said  "  It  may  he 
doubted  whether  there  is  in  the  whole  senes  of  anthelmintics  yet 
known  a  more  efficacious  remedy  against  worms."  Dewees  styles 
it  "  The  most  decidedly  efficacious  remedy."  Eberle  says  "  It 
seldom  fails." 

It  appears  to  act  strictly  as  a  vermicide.  Dr.  Pereira's  testimo- 
ny in  favor  of  spigelia,  particularly  against  lumbrici,  is  very  strong. 
Though  popularly  deemed  dangerous,  he  states,  of  the  many  hun- 
dred cases  in  which  he  employed  it,  in  no  one  instance  did  he  wit- 
ness anv  unpleasant  consequences. 

Still^  adds  that  the  alterative  and  tonic  effiscts  of  this  medicine 
are  not  as  fully  appreciated  as  they  deserve  to  be. 

Spigelia  and  Senna. 

This  fluid  extract  is  a  very  agreeable  and  grateful  medicine ; 
possessing  both  purgative  and  anthelmintic  propertie&  The  dose 
for  an  adult  is  from  two  to  four  drams.  It  is  a  popular  and  effi- 
cient medicine  for  children  troubled  with  worms  and  torpidity  of  the 

bowels.  • 

Spigelia    Compound. 

Composed  of  pink  root,  sennck,  aavirk,  and  manncu  Active  ca- 
thartic and  vermifuge  This  compound  is  decidedly  a  pleasant 
and  efficient  medicne,  in  those  states  of  the  system  produced  by 
worms,  which  resemble  infantile  remittents,  and  other  febrile  dis- 
easea 

PBBPABATIOMB. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Pink  Root, Dose,  ^  to  1^  drams. 

"  •      "  Compound "     i  to  2       *' 

andSenna, "     itol 

SpirsBE  Tomentosa. 

{Hardhack) 
Hardback  is  tonic  and  astringent    It  is  r^arded  as  an  excellent 
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medicine  in  diarrhea,  cholera  in&ntmn,  and  other  complaints  in 
which  astringents  are  indicated  It  possesses  one  advantage  over 
many  agents  of  its  class,  in  that  it  is  less  apt  to  disagree  with  the 
stomaeh.  As  a  tonic,  it  may  be  given  with  benefit  in  cases  of 
debility,  with  want  of  appetite.  See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica, 
voL  1. 

PRBPAKATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  4  to  20  drops. 

PUlB,  2  grains, "     1  to   4. 


Statice   Caroliniana. 

{Marsh  Boiemary.) 

Statice  is  powerfully  astringent  In  large  doses  it  acts  as  an 
emetic,  and  m  smaller  quantities,  as  a  powerful  expectorant ;  it 
also  possesses  considerable  antiseptic  power. 

It  may  be  used  for  all  the  purposes  for  which. Amo  B,nd catechu 
are  given ;  good  application  in  aphthous  and  ulcerative  affections 
of  the  mouth  ana  mucea  It  is  said  to  be  highly  useful  in  cy- 
nanche  maligna,  both  as  an  internal  and  local  remedy. 

Dr.  Balies,  of  Massachusetts,  found  it  highly  serviceable  in  this 
disease.  It  is  also  given  with  advantage  m  §.  Anginosa,  and  in 
apthous  fevers  attendant  on  dysentery.  ^ 

Prof  V.  Mott,  from  experimentel  knowledge,  confidently 
speaks  of  its  service  in  chroi^  dysentery  after  the  inflammatory 
symptoms  had  subsided.  Dr&  Bigelow  and  E.  Parish  make 
&vorable  mention  of  it  in  the  same  complaint 

Maybe  employed  in  the  form  of  extract,  infusion  or  decoction^ 
It  will  be  found  eflScacious  in  diarrhea  and  dysentery,  particularly 
in  the  latter  stages.  The  decoction  is  useful  as  an  mjection  in 
chronic  gonorrhoea,  gleet,  leucorrhoea,  prolapsus  ani  and  uteri, 
and  in  some  ophthalmic  affection&  See  Journal  of  Materia.  Med- 
ica,  voL  1. 

PBBPAKATIOir. 

Slmd  Bxtract, Dose,  16  to  40  drops. 


StiUingia  Sylvatica. 

{SttUingicL) 

In  lar^e  doses,  it  is  emetic  and  cathartio ;  in  small  doses,  altera- 
tive, wim  marked  influence  over  the  secretions,  which  is  unsur- 
Sassed  by  any  other  known  alterative.  It  was  first  introduced  to 
le  notice  of  the  profession  by  Dr.  T.  T.  Simons  of  South  Carolina, 
as  a  valuable  alterative  remedy  in  syphilitic  affections  and  others 
ordinarily  requiring  the  use  of  mercuiy.  From  the  reports  of 
those  who  have  given  it  a  trial,  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt  of  its 
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valuable  properties ;  indeed^ts  friends  claim  for  it  no  rival  in  the 
vegetable  kingdom,  in  the  treatment  of  secondary  syphilis,  scrofu- 
la, cutaneous  diseases,  chronic  hepatic  affections,  and  other  com- 
plaints ordinarily  benefited  by  alteratives. 

It  seems  to  act  prominently  upon  the  glandular  and  cutaneous 
system ;  and  in  the  treatment  of  glandular  enlargements,  it  is  usu- 
ally combined  with  tonics  and  other  agents  capable  of  equalizing 
the  nervous  circulation.  In  scorbutic  affections,  in  combination 
with  phytoldccQ^  rumex,  and  blite  Jlag,  it  has  given  great  satis- 
faction. 

In  the  form  of  fluid  extract,  combined  with  oils  of  anise  or  car- 
away, it  has  been  found  very  beneficial  in  chronic  laryngeal  and 
bronchial  affections,  and  in  leucorrhoea. 

As  an  external  stimulating  application,  the  oil  will  be  found 
valuable  in  many  instances. 

One  drop  of  it  placed  upon  the  tongue,  and  repeated  three  or 
four  times  a  day,  is  reported  to  have  proved  successftd  in  cases 
of  severe  croup. 

Stillingia  Compound. 

A  compound  fluid  extract  is  prepared,  containing  stiUingui,  tur- 
key com,  hlueflagy  Princess  pine,  jmckly  ash,  bittersweet,  cojdum  and 
ginger,  and  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  potent  remedies  in  all 
chronic  diseases.  It  fulfills  most  of  the  indications  of  mercxiry. 
Eminently  fitted  for  the  legion  of  disorders  which  require  altera- 
tive treatment  The  office  of  prickly  ash  is  to  stimumte  and  im- 
part strength  to  mucous  tissues ;  to  give  increased  vitality  to  the 
system  generally. 

PRBPARATIONS 

Fluid  Extract  of  Stillingia Dose,  20  to  40  drops. 

"  "         Compound *'      i  to    1  dram. 

Stillingin *'      2  to    5  grains. 

Pills  of  Stillingin,  1  grain "      2  to    6. 

Strychnos  Ignatii. 

{Ignatia  Amara — >&  Ignatius  BeanJ) 

The  ignatia  is  allied,  both  in  botanic  and  medical  properties,  to 
the  nux  vomica,  strvchnia  being  the  active  principle  of  eacL 

The  specific  use  of  the  ignatia  may  be  stated  thus : — ^It  has  a 
tonic,  stmiulating  effect  on  all  the  organs  under  the  influence  of 
the  ganglionic  system  of  nerves,  by  its  acting  directly  upon  them, 
exciting  and  equalizing  their  weaKcned  and  disturbed  action,  and 
consequently  restoring  to  their  equilibrium  the  digestive  fane- 
tions. 

That  condition  of  the  bodv,  indicated  by  a  great  number  and 
variety  of  symptoms  called  dyspepsia,  is  clearly  dependent  upon 
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weakened  and  imperfect  action  of  the  digestive  organs.  The  or- 
gan of  the  digestive  apparatus,  in  conseauence  of  its  direct  expo- 
sure to  so  many  irritating  substances,  ana  its  intimate  sympathetic 
communications,  is  affected  with  many  forms  of  subacute  and 
chronic  gastric  irritation,  and  inflammation,  living  rise  to  general 
weakness  uneasiness  of  body,  and  a  host  of  distressing  sensations, 
while,  at  the  same  time,  the  moral  and.  intellectual  faculties  are,  in 
their  turn,  liable  to  be  affected  by  these  disordered  functions. 
The  stomach  and  duodenum  are  the  most  eminent  of  the  digestive 
organs,  and  these  are  connected  together,  as  well  as  combined 
with  all  their  congeries  appropriated  to  the  perfect  elaboration  of 
the  nutritive  and  sustaimng  principles  of  the  economy,  by  the 
ffanglionary  system  of  nerve&  The  stomach  is  the  centre  of  the 
digestive  apparatus,  and  owes  this  character  to  its  intimate  union 
with  the  great  solar  plexus,  the  centre  of  the  brain  if  it  may  be 
so  termed,  of  the  ganglionary  system,  regulating  the  nutritive 
functions.  It  is  very  clear,  therefore,  that  excesses  of  any  kind, 
or  modes  of  life,  that  do  not  give  these  organs  their  appropriate 
play,  or  weaken  it  by  over-action,  and  so,  in  either  case,  destroy- 
mg  the  equilibrium  of  the  functions,  must  tend,  to  a  greater  or 
less  degree,  to  deaden  the  action  of  this  entire  system  of  nerves. 
In  connection  with  this  fact,  we  have  it  clearly  shown,  by  experi- 
ment, that  the  strychnine  combinations  act  mainly,  if  not  exclu- 
siyely,  on  this  system  of  nerves ;  and  the  philosophic  adaption  of 
the  remedy  to  the  disease  is  evident  in  the  numerous  symptoms 
evincing  a  derangement  of  the  digestive  apparatus  in  the  cases  of 

Eersons  having  oeen  overcome,   and  the  system  restored  to  a 
ealthy  tone  by  the  use  of  the  ignatia. 

The  ignatia  appears  to  be  used  quite  indiscriminately  in  the 
countries  where  it  is  a  native,  though  how  far,  beyond  what  has 
been  stated,  it  is  useful  as  a  remedial  agent  rt  mains  to  be  shown 
from  the  experiments  of  our  hospital  and  other  practitioners. 
The  large  amount  of  strychnia  in  the  imatia  calls  for  great  care 
in  administering  it,  and  also  for  especial  attention  on  the  part  of 
the  profession  towards  discovering  some  available  antidote  for  the 
poison  when  taken  in  the  pure  alkali  or  in  its  combination& 
Olive  oil,  lardy  and  morphine  have  been  used,  a*  also  chlorine^ 
bromine  and  iodine^  in  the  endeavor  to  form  an  insoluble  salt  with 
the  strychnia ;  but  the  absolute  necessity  of  immediate  action  has 
iven  tht'^<e  antidotes  only  indifferent  succf  ss.  See  Journal  Materia 
edica,  March,  1{j58. 

PBRPARATIOHS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  6  to  10  drops. 

Solid        *'  "     i  to  li  grains. 

PillB,  i  grain, "     1  to    8. 


s 
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Stryclmos  Nux  Vomica. 

'  {NvxL   Vomica,) 

Possesses  tonic  and  other  properties.  It  exerts  its  influence 
principally  on  the  cerebral  system,  and  the  nerves  of  motion,  prob- 
ably tnrough  the  medium  of  the  spinal  marrow. 

Paralysis. — The  first  suggestion  of  this  remedy  for  paralysis 
was  made  by  Fouquier,  in  1811.  His  experience  taught  nim  that 
it  must  be  used  with  great  circumspection  in  paralysis  depending- 
on  lesions  of  the  brain  or  spinal  marrow,  and  that  its  power  was 
chiefly  manifested  in  functional  forms  of  the  disease,  or  peripheral 
paralysis,  produced  by  venereal  excesses,  abuse  of  opium,  alcoholic- 
mtoxication,  lead  poisoning,  anger,  fright,  ^out,  and  rheumatism, 
concussion  of  the  spinal  marrow,  h^stena,  &c.  As  early  as 
1828,  Andral  showed  its  power  m  lead  palsy.  In  1830 
Dr  Geddings,  of  South  Carolina,  reported  sevearal  cases  of  pa- 
ralysis from  drunkenness  cured  by  this  medicine.  In  the  same 
year.  Dr.  J.  L.  Bardslet  published  an  account  of  his  success  in 
a  laige  number  of  cases,  pointing  out  its  peculiar  value  in 
those  cases  unconnected  with  lesions  of  the  nervous  centres,  and 
especially  in  paraplegia-  The  administration  of  strychnia  in 
paralytic  affections  should  be  very  cautiously  conducted  B^in- 
ning  with  one  twentieth,  or  from  that  to  one- twelfth  of  a  grain 
daily,  the  dose  may  be  gradually  increased  until  some  jerking  or 
tension  is  felt  in  the  paralyzed  musclea  At  this  point  the  agent 
may  be  suspended,  or  its  quantity  diminished. 

Amaurosis. — Dtl  Middlemore,  of  Birmingham,  also  Short,. 
LiSTON,  Guthrie,  &c.,  recommend  this  agent  in  amaurosis.  Dr. 
M.  found  but  slight  advantage  from  its  internal  use,  but  preferred 
Its  endermic  application  to  a  blistered  surface  above  the  eyebrow. 
He  commenced  with  the  daily  application  of  a  quarter  of  a  grain, 
and  gradually  increased  this  Quantity  to  two  grains,  keeping  the 
blister  open  oy  a  dressing  of  savin  cerate.  rETREQUiN  cured 
several  cases  under  similar  conditions. 

Prolapsus  of  the  Bectum. — Schwartz  used  in  this  complaint, 
the  extract  of  nux  vomica  with  great  advantage,  both  for  children 
and  adults.  For  the  former,  he  dissolved  two  grains  in  two  drains 
of  water,  and  of  this  solution  gave  two  or  three  drops  to  in&nts, 
and  from  six  to  fifteen  drops  to  older  children-  6uohaussot 
used  strychnia  with  perfect  success  in  a  case  of  four  years  stand- 
ing, mi.  A.  Johnson  effected  a  cure  by  applying  one-six- 
teenth of  a  grain  of  strychnia  upon  a  blistered  sur&ce  over  the 
coccyx.  Koch,  of  Stuttgart,  was  successfrd  in  a  case  of  fifteen 
years  duration,  by  means  of  injections  of  cold  water  contain- 
ing twelve  drops  of  the  tincture  of  nux  vomica*  This  remedy  is 
said  to  be  useml  for  incontinence  of  urine,  and  retention  of  unne- 
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Sexual  impotence  has  been  successfully  treated  with  strychnia. 
In  chorea,  there  is  strong  evidence  of  its  anti-spasmodic  virtuea 
Numerous  cases  of  chorea  are  reported  as  having  been  cured  by 
this  agent  In  epilepsy,  nux  vomica  was  asserted,  in  the  time  of 
Murray,  to  be  a  valuable  remedv.  Spasm  of  the  oesophagus  is 
reported  as  cured  by  this  drug.  Several  authors  recommend  nux 
vomica  in  intermittent  fever.  In  many  forms  of  dyspepsia,  this 
medicine  is  extremely  useful 

(hnsiipation, — "  Nux  vomica,"  says  Dr.  Copland,  "  has  been 
useful  in  cases  depending  on  deficient  tone  of  the  muscular  coat  of 
the  large  bowels,  in  combination  with  a  pill  of  aloes  and  myrrhs 
or  with  the  compound  extract  ot  colocynthy  Trousseau  recom- 
mends strychnia  particularly  for  the  sluggishness  of  the  bowels 
which  affects  old  persons,  or  those  who  have  become  prematurely 
feeble,  and  whose  digestion  is  consequently  sluggish  and  laborious. 
Webber  confirms  these  statements,  adding  that  minute  doses  act 
more  efficiently  than  larger  ones.  Homolle  is  stated  not  only  to 
have  relieved,  or  removed,  by  its  means,  impacted  fsBces,  but  act- 
ually to  have  relieved  strangulated  hernia,  when  the  necessity  of 
an  operation  seemed  inevitable.  SoPEz's  testimony  is  similar. 
The  tonic  influence  of  this  agent  upon  the  bowels  is  manifest  in 
some  forms  of  dysentery.  Recamier  prescribed  it  with  advan- 
tage in  chronic  diarrhoea.  Nux  vomica  was  long  recommended 
as  a  remedy  for  lumbrici,  associated  with  drastic  cathartica 

Antidotes'. — Morphia  is  probably  the  best  Camphor  and  sweet 
oil  have  been  advised  as  antidotes,  but  further  investigations  are 
required  before  they  can  confidently  be  relied  upon.  M.  Duclos 
states  that  under  the  influence  of  positive  electricity,  the  symp- 
toms of  poisoning  by  strychnia  increase,  while  they  lessen,  or  cease 
altogether,  when  negative  electricity  is  applied. — Kirtg. 


EPARATI0N8. 


Fluid  Extract, Dosts,  6  to  16  drops. 

Solid       **       »*     i  to   1  grain. 

Pills,  \  and  \  grain (i  grain),     **     1  to  4. 

« 

S3nnp]i7tiLm   Officinale. 

{(hmfrey.) 

Oomfirey  is  demulcent,  and  somewhat  astringent 
The  therapeutic  effects  of  comfi:«y  are  due  to  its  mucilaginous 
properties,  which  act  upon  mucous  membanea  Intemallv,  it  la 
employed  with  markedly  good  effects  in  pulmonary  ana  oilier 
complaints  in  which  these  tissues  are  implicated,  tt  belongs  to 
that  class  of  agents,  bv  which  scrofulous  and  anaemic  conditions 
are  beneficially  treatea 
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Useftd  in  diarrhea,  dysentery,  coughs,  hemoptysis,  other  puhno 
nary  affections,  and  in  leucorrhea  ana  female  debility. 

PEEPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  2  to  4  drama. 


Syznplocarpus  FcBtidus. 

{Skunk   Cabbage.) 

Skunk  cabbage  is  stimulant,  anti-spasmodic,  and  narcotic. 

In  large  doses,  it  will  occasion  nausea,  vomiting,  vertigo  and 
dimness  of  vision-  The  root  is  officinal,  though  the  seeds  and 
roots  are  equally  powerful ;  possessing  when  fresh,  an  acid  taste. 

The  leaves,  when  bruisea,  form  a  very  good  stimulating  ap- 
plication to  blistera 

It  was  introduced  at  first  as  a  remedy  for  asthma,  and  it  has  since 
been  considered  an  excellent  remedy  in  catarrh,  chronic  coughs, 
hysteric  paroxysms,  dropsy,  rheumatism,  and  even  epilepsy. 

Its  expectorant  qualities  have  rendered  it  usefiil  in  whooping- 
oough,  and  pulmonary  affections. 

PBEPABATIOK. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  20  to  80  drops. 


Tanacetum  Vnlgare. 

{Tansy.) 

Aromatic  tonic,  and  anthelmmtic.  In  the  warm  mfusion,  posses- 
sinR  both  emmenago^e  and  diaphoretic  propeities. 

Some  authors  claim  for  tansy  a  moderate  stimulance  to  the  aU- 
mentary  tuba  In  over-doses,  baneful  consequences  follow  its  usa 
In  small  doses,  it  will  be  found  useful  in  convalescence  from  ex- 
hausting diseases,  in  hysteria,  and  dj^spepsia  complicated  with 
flatulency.  The  vinous  preparation  is  said  to  be  beneficial  in 
gtmngmy,  and  in  debi%  pfthe  kidneys. 

Tansy  is  regarded  especially  serviceable  in  worms.  Dubois, 
Burgeois,  and  Geofl&x>y  attest  its  real  value  as  a  vermifuge^  Hoff- 
mann deems  an  enema  of  millc  and  tansy  as  one  of  the  best 
means  of  destroying  ascarides.  Dubois  relates  a  case  of  taenia 
which  was  cured  by  this  drug.  Schenkius,  by  its  use,  produced 
the  expulsion  of  more  than  one  hundred  lumbrici  Among  other 
complaints  in  which  its  remedial  virtues  have  been  tested,  are 
rheumatism,  gout,  irregular  or  suppressed  menstruation. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extraot, Dose,  i  to  1  dram. 
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Taxaxacum  Dens-Leonis. 

{Dandekon.) 

One  of  the  most  valuable  properties  of  dandelion  consists  in  its 
local  action  on  the  liver;  a  torpid  state  of  this  organ  produces 
those  symptoms  which  are  known  as  bilious.  A  disordered  state 
of  the  nver  is  intimately  related  to  that  most  common  of  all  dis- 
eases, dyspepsia.  The  bile;  which  is  naturally  stimulus  in  pro- 
moting peristaltic  action  of  the  bowels,  is  increased  when  defi- 
cient, and  improved  when  vitiated;  various  medical  authors 
mention  its  use  and  success  in  deranged  conditions  of  the  diges- 
tive  organs  connected  with  an  abnormal  state  of  the  liver,  and  in 
dropsical  effusions  arising  from  the  same  causa 

A  peculiar  nervous  susceptibility  common  among  dyspeptics, 
caused  by  the  action  of  unhealthy  acrid  bile  upon  the  irritable 
mucous  surface  of  the  bowels,  in  which  a  variety  of  distressing 
apprehensions  occur,  such  as  sudden  death,  approaching  illness,  or 
great  personal  danger,  together  with  an  utter  inability  of  fixing 
wie  attention  upon  any  subject,  or  engaging  in  any  thing  that  de- 
mands exertion,  may  be  relieved  or  entirely  cured  by  a  fidthful 
use  of  the  extract 

Its  use  in  jaundice  has  been  highly  extolled  by  many  writers  of 
established  reputation,  and  is  sustained  by  the  experience  of  phy- 
sicians of  the  present  day. 

As  an  aperient  it  acts  gently  and  without  weakening  the  sjnstem. 

In  promoting  healthy  secretions  and  restoring  the  various  func- 
tions of  the  system  to  a  state  of  health  and  vigor,  it  is  unsurpassed 
by  any  other  medicinal  agent 

Tarajcaxnim  and  Senna. 

This  preparation  is  in  favor  with  many  practitioners  as  an  anti- 
bilious  purgative.  It  is  used  successfully  with  children,  readily 
taken  by  them,  seldom  producing  pain  or  nausea,  and  not  likely 
to  cause  constipation.  This  extract  is  largely  employed  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  castor  oil 

Tajraxacum  Compound. 

Compounded  of  danddion,  mandrake  and  coniwra.  This  com- 
pound appears  to  be  indicated  in  a  large  number  of  widely  di- 
versified complaints,  such  as  torpidity  of  the  liver,  bowels,  and  of 
secretions  and  functions  generally,  in  syphilis,  cutaneous  and 
strumous  affections,  and  when  a  salutary  change  in  any  disease 
is  to  be  produced  only  gradually  and  that  too  without  any  sensible 
evacuations. 

IruxnnpaiMes, — ^Bi-chloride  and  chloride  of  mercury,  sulphate 
of  iron,  nitrate  of  silver,  acetate  of  lead,  infusion  of  galls,  &c. 
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PBEPARATIONS. 


Fluid  Extract  of  Dandelion, Dose,  1  to    2  drams. 

Solid        "  "  '^  10  to  20  grains. 

Fluid        "  "  and  Senna, *•       1  to    2  drams. 

"  "  "  Compound, "       1  to    2       " 

Pills,  8  grains, »•       8  to    6. 

Thymns   Vulgaris. 

{Thyme.) 

Aromatic  tonic,  emmenagogue,  carminative,  and  anti-sroasmodic. 
It  isTCgarded  of  service  in  Hysteria,  dysmenorrhea,  flatulence,  and 
cephalalgia.  Thyme  is  beneficial  in  an  irritable  and  weak  state 
of  the  stomach,  in  convalescence  from  exhausting  diseases. 

It  promotes  the  appetite  and  fevors  the  early  reestablishment 
of  digestion- 

PBEPASATION. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  i  to  1   dram. 

TrilliTun  PendtLliun. 

{Btthroot) 

Bethroot  is  astringent,  tonic  and  antiseptia  Tannin  and  bitt^ 
extractive  are  two  of  its  active  ingredients,  to  which  its  remedial 
effects  are  probably  owing.  Dr.  Lee  says  of  trillium*  "  It  is  one 
of  our  most  valuable  tonic-astringent  alteratives,  and  especially 
beneficial  in  most  cases  of  passive,  atonic  hemorrhage". 

Successfully  employed  in  hemoptysis,  hematuria,  menorrhagia, 
uterine  hemorrhage,  leucorrhea,  cough,  asthma,  difficult  breathu^, 
and  is  said  to  have  been  used  by  the  Indian  women  to  promote 
parturition.  An  extract  of  e(]^ual  parts  of  bethroot  and  bugle 
nas  been  highly  recommended  m  diabete& 

Internal  and  external  applications  are  found  efficient  in  chrome 
mucous  discharges.  The  root  made  into  a  poultice  proves  of 
service,  to  promote  healthy  action  of  indolent  and  ill-conditioned 
ulcers,  and  tocheck  gangrene.  See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  voL  1. 

PREPABATIOKS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  1  to  3  drama 

Trilllhi "     4  to  8  grains. 

Trifolium   Pratense. 

{Bed  Clover.) 

The  extract  is  highly  recommended  in  cancerous  ulcers  of  every 
kind,  and  deep,  lagg^-edged,  and  otherwise  badly  conditionea 
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burns.      It  possesses,  to  a  great  degree,  soothing  properties,   and 
promotes  healthy  granulation. 

PREPARATIOX. 

Solid  Extract, To  be  used  at  discretion. 


Tussilago  Farfara. 

{GoUs/oot.) 

Coltsfoot  may  be  regarded  as  emollient,  and  demulcent,  slightly 
tonic,  and  possessing,  somewhat,  expectorant  properties. 

The  extract  has  been  found  usefdl  in  coughs,  asthma,  whooping- 
cough,  and  the  pulmonary  aifections,  acute  and  chronic. 

It  is  pronounced,  by  many,  serviceable  in  scrofula,  in  which 
complaint  it  is  recommended  by  Cullen.  The  powder  is  used 
externally  in  the  form  of  a  poultice,  to  scrofdlous  sores. 

PBSPABATION. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  |  to  1  dram. 


Valeriana  Officinalis. 

{Vaterian.) 

Valerian  is  tonic  in  its  action,  anti-spasmodic,  and  calmatiye ; 
subdues  unusual  and  convulsive  excitement  of  the  system,  with- 
out exerting  narcotic  effects.  Wherever  there  is  irregular  nervous 
action,  if  unconnected  with  inflammation  or  excited  condition  of 
the  system,  valerian  is  useful  in  subduing  it  It  has  been  used 
in  intermittent  fever,  in  combination  with  cinchona ;  as  also  it  is 
administered  in  the  restlessness  and  irritability  occurring  in  hys- 
terical constitutions,  in  the  morbid  vigilance  ot  fevers,  in  epilq)S7 
hemicrania,  hysteria,  and  hypochondnasia  In  large  doses,  it  pro* 
duces  a  sense  of  heaviness,  and  dull  pain  in  the  head,  with  other 
effects  indicating  nervous  disturbance.  , 

The  unpleasant  taste  of  valerian  is  completely  masqued  by 
cinnamon.  Dr.  Copland  says,  this  drug  proves  very  efficient  in 
the  treatment  of  mania,  melancholy  &&,  and  especially  so  when 
these  complaints  are  complicated  with  hysterical  or  hallucinatory 
affections.  A  combination  of  valerian  with  acetate  of  ammonta 
or  hyoscyamxis  is  mentioned  by  the  same  author  as  beneficial  in 
the  above  cerebral  derangements,  particularly,  after  appropriate 
evacuationa 

The  valeriaruite  of  iron  is  a  nervo-tonic,  and  will  be  found 
serviceable  in  nervous  disorders,  hysteria,  chorea,  neuralg;ia ,  chlo- 
rosis, and  an»mic  conditions  with  excitability  or  irritabihty  of  the 
nervous    system.   \  Valerianate  of  quinia  is  tonic^  febrifage,  and 
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sedative,  and  may  be  employed  similarly  with  the  tartroJie  of  qui- 
nia  and  morphicu 

PBEPARATION& 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  ^  tol^  drams. 

Solid        "      "     StolOgrains. 

Pfllfl,  2  grains, "     2  to     6. 

Veratmm    Viride. 

{American  Hellebore.) 

Emetic,  alterative,  expectoiant,  diaphoretic,  nervine,  and  arteri- 
al sedativa    The  late  rro£  Tully,  of  New  Haven,  regarded  it 
as  an  excellent  substitute  for  colchicum,  in  goulnr,  neurtulgic,  and 
rheumatic  affections,  to  which  disease  it  is  well  adapted    It  is 
Mid  to  increase  most  of  thesecretiona     "The  veratmm  viride," 
says  the  Boston  Medical  and  SuigicaJ  Journal,  "is  &8t  becoming 
a  staple  article  of  the  materia  medica,  and  its  uses  are  every  day 
more  developed."    It  reduces  the  frequency  and  force  of  the  pulse 
with  more  certainty  than  any  other  agent  now  in  use.     The  fluid 
extract  is  regarded  as  the  best  form  for  administration.     It  has 
been  more  extemsively  employed  in  pneumonia  than  perhaps, 
any  other  disease.     Said  to  be  advantageous  in  pleurisy.    In  acute 
rheumatism,  according  to  Osgood,  it  is  more  emcacious  than  any 
other  remedy,  if  administered  so  as  to  sustain  its  impression,  and 
at  first  without  producing  nausea.     Dr.  Norwood  says :  "  We  rely 
on  veratmm  as  tiie  remedy  in  typhoid  fever,  and  administer  it 
witii  every  assurance  of  success. '^    His  plan  is  to  reduce  the  pulse 
to  between  fifty-five  and  seventjr-five   oeats  a  minute,  and  Keep 
it  at  the  point  desired  night  ana  day.     "  By  this  kind  of  reduc- 
tion the  feorileand  inflammatory  symptoms  vanish,  and  the  pa- 
tient is  kept  quiet,  tranquil  and  comfortable."    Osgood  recommen- 
ded tiiis  agent  in  nervous  asthma,  and  not  onlv  in  cases  which  are 
free  from  organic  compHcation,  but  in  some  also  in  which  emphy- 
sema and  organic  diseases  of  the  heart  coexist,  as  well  as  in  tnose 
of  nervous  palpitation  of  this  organ.     A  case  of  puerperal  ma- 
nia is  reported  by  Dr.  A.  B.  Clare,  in  which  the  remissions  and 
exacerbations  of  the  disease  clearly  coincided  with  the  administra- 
tion and  suspension  of  the  hellebore.   This  agent  is  also  reported  to 
have  been  used  with  advantage  for  influenza,  gout,  femoral  aneu- 
rism, dysentery,  jaundice,  and  puerperal  peritonitis. 

Dr.  COLSGROVE  has  published  the  result  of  his  trials  with  vera- 
tram  in  pneumonia,  and  the  results  are  favorable  to  ita  employ- 
ment  He  says :  "  I  r^ard  it  as  a  safe  remedy  in  the  hands  of  a 
carefid physician."  Dr.  EnosHoyt,  of  Farmingham,  writes:  "Have 
used  the  veratmm  viride  in  the  apoplexy  of  aged  people  and  those 
of  enfeeble  health,  and  find  it  better  than  blood-letting,  as  the 
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recovery  is  better.  Have  given  as  high  doses  as  twenty  to  forty 
drops  in  four  cases  that  came  under  my  care,  which  resulted  in  re- 
covery, which  was  heroical  treatment"  He  thinks  he  has  derived 
much  benefit  firom  its  use  in  scarlatina,  and  he  learned  while  at 
the  South  that  the  physicians  there  were  using  it  with  good  re- 
sults in  the  same  aiseasa  ^*  Where  arterial  excitement  needs  re- 
ducing it  is  decidedly  better  than  digitalis,  I  like  it  in  measles, 
pertussis,  andparotidea." — (From  American  Medical  Monthly.) 

A  committee,  appointed  to  examine  the  claims  of  veratrum  after 
great  labor  and  research,  and  aiter  comparing  the  experience  of  a 
number  of  physicians  who  had  at  their  request^  experimented 
with  it  say  that  veratrum  viride  is  one  uf  the  best,  Tif  not  the  best), 
arterial  sedatives.  It  has  been  used  by  thousanas  of  phjsicians 
fully  competent  to  make  observations  with  discrimination  and 
sound  judgment  The  strongest  and  most  cimclusive  testimony 
relative  to  its  great  value  comes  fi*om  those  who  have  used  it  the 
most,  and  who  are,  theref«»re,  the  best  prepared  to  express  an 
opinion.  Some  of  them  feel  as  though  tney  could  not  get  along 
without  it,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  tnat  with  it  tney  have 
saved  patients  whom  they  think  they  must  have  lost  without  it 
This  commictee  came  to  tne  conclusion,  that  among  all  the  cases 
that  have  been  recorded  throughout  this  whole  country,  not  a 
single  instance  can  be  mentioned  where  serious  harm  has  been 
wrought  by  its  use.  Of  which  of  our  other  potent  remedies  can 
this  be  said?  The  committee  add:  "It  matters  little  who  now 
becomes  skeptical  in  respect  to  the  great  value  of  veratrum  as  a 
medicinal  agenu  It  has  been  used  extensively  and  has  vindicated 
the  reputation  given  it,  to  the  satisfaction  and  admiration  of  in- 
telligent men  all  over  the  country,  and  supplied  a  want  that  noth- 
ing else  has  done.*' 

The  chief  diseases  in  which  it  was  employed  by  those  reporting 
in  answer  to  the  request  of  the  committee,  were  pleurisy,  pneu- 
monia, scarlet  and  remittent  fevers,  measles,  asthma,  convulsions^ 
ovaritis,  metritis,  aflEections  of  the  breasts,  and,  in  fact,  in  most  of 
the  cases  in  which  excessive  heart  action  indicated  a  sedative  re- 
laxant Did  the  medicine  never  fail,  it  would  indeed,  be  a  specific 
But  the  experience  of  the  whole  medical  world  tells  us  that  no 
specific  has  yet  been  discovered.  The  use  ol  veratrum  will  show 
that  it  is  as  certain  of  producing  its  peculiar  eflFects  as  calomel,  or 
any  other  agent  of  the  materia  medica.  D.  L.  McGuGiN,  M.  D., 
(President  Faculty  Medical  Department,  Iowa  University),  re 
marks :  "  I  am  satisfied  with  tne  declaration  that  we  possess  no 
remedial  agent  so  potent  in  the  control  of  a  certain  class  of  morbid 
manifestationa  In  a  certain  class  of  diseases  in  which  it  is  indicated, 
we  can  use  it  as  an  instrument  by  which  we  can  take  hold  of  the 
heart,  as  with  our  hands — ^restram  its  action,  and  continue  to  keep 
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it  under controL"  A.  R  Pattee,  M.  D.,  remarks:  "The  indica- 
tions wldch  veratmm  viride  seems  to  be  capable  of  fiilfilling  are 
numerous.  As  a  sedative,  no  other  medicine  is  equal  to  it,  reducing 
a  pulse  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  beats  to  seventy  in  from  three 
to  four  hours.  The  preparations  most  used  at  present  are  the  fluid 
extract  and  tincture.  I  prefer  the  fluid  extract,  as  prepared  by 
Tilden  &  Co."    See  Jounial  of  Materia  Medica,  voL  1, 3,  4,  and  5. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  1  to  8  and  5  drops. 

Solid       **         .      **    i  to  i  grain. 

Veratrln, "  A  *<>  i  '    " 

Verbena    Hastata. 

{Vervain,) 

Tonic,  emetic,  expectorant,  and  sudorific.  The  extract  made 
into  a  warm  infiision  proves  beneficial  in  intermittents,  all  cases  ol 
colds  and  obstructed  menstiTiation.  The  extract  is  recommended 
as  a  very  good  tonic  in  cases  of  debility,  anorexia  etc,  pronounced 
valuable  in  scrofula,  gravel  and  womis. 

Is  a  soothing  and  palliative  expectorant,  it  may  be  employed 
in  catarrh,  bronchial  affections  and  pulmonary  aisorders. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  |  to  1  dram. 

Viburnum   Opulus. 

( Oramp-bark.) 

Cramp-bark  is  a  powerful  anti-spasmodic,  a  perrersion,  among 
practitioners,  of  the  name  high -cranberry  bart,  in  consequence 
of  this  property. 

It  is  very  ^efficacious  in  relaxing  cramps  and  spasms,  asthma, 
hysteria,  cramps  of  females  during  pregnancy,  highly  beneficial 
in  convulsions  of  j^regnanci^  and  parturition,  and  here  it  is  said  to 
be  a  prophylactic,  if  administered  daily  for  the  last  two  or  three 
montns  of  gestation.  A  poultice  of  this  agent  may  prove  em- 
inently useful  in  indolent  and  malignant  ulcers.  Much  benefit 
has  been  derived  fi-om  a  local  application  in  inflammation  and 
swelling  of  throat  attending  scarlatina  maligna,  and  in  other  dis- 
eases. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  1  to  2  drams. 

Xanthoxylum  Fraxinemn. 

{Prickly  A;sh) 
Stimulant,  tonic,   alterative,  and  sialogogue,   producing  when 
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swallowed,  a  sense  of  heat  in  the  stomach,  with  more  or  less  gen- 
eral arterial  excitement,  and  a  tendency  to  diaphoresis.  It  is  thought 
to  resemble  mezereon  and  guaiac  in  its  remedial  action,  and  is 
given  in  the  same  complaints.  It  is  used  as  a  stimulant  in  languid 
states  of  the  system,  and  as  a  sialogogue  in  paralysis  of  the  tongue 
and  moutL  It  has  proved  highly  teneficial  in  chronic  rheuma- 
tism, colic,  syphilis,  hepatic  derangements,  and  wherever  a  stimu- 
lant or  alterative  treatment  is  required.  Combined  with  equal  parts 
of  hliie  jUjug  and  mandrake^  it  will  be  found  useful  in  the  treatment 
of  scroftdous,  syphilitic  and  other  diseases,  where  there  is  a  want  of 
susceptibility  to  the  influence  of  other  alterative  agents.  The 
mixture  must  be  given  in  small  doses,  and  repeated  at  short  inter- 
vala  Externally,  it  forms  an  excellent  stimulating  application  to 
indolent  and  malignant  ulcers.  Prickly  ash  berries  are  stimu- 
lant, carminative,  and  anti-spasmodic,  acting  especially  on  mucous 
tissues.  Combined  with  phytolacca  decandra^  in  the  form  of  tincture, 
they  are  said  to  be  invaluable  in  chronic  rheumatism,  and  tertiary 
sypnilis.  The  tincture  is  useful  in  many  nervous  diseases,  spas- 
modic affections  of  the  bowels,  flatulency,  and  in  diarrhea.  In 
tympanitic  affections  of  •  the  bowels  dunng  peritoneal  inflamma- 
tion,  it  is  a  safe  and  efficient  remedy.  It  has  been  used  success- 
fully in  Asiatic  cholera.  It  is  said  to  have  a  favorable  effect  upon 
the  secretions  of  the  kidneys.  In  small  doses,  it  has  proved  highly 
beneficial  in  indigestion.  It  is  thought  to  be  unsafe  for  pregnant 
females  by  some,  while  others  consider  it  useful,  and  contend  that 
they  are  less  liable  to  abortion  if  they  use  this  agent  Some  advo- 
cate its  use  in  asthma,  chronic  affections  of  the  bladder  and  ute- 
rus, in  Bright's  disease  of  kidneys,  in  chronic  gout  of  the  joints, 
scrofulous  affections,  neuralgia,  hysteria,  chorea,  epilepsy,  typhus 
and  typhoid  fevers,  &c.  It  is  said  to  have  been  used  exclusively  in 
place  oiqumine  as  a  tonic,  with  good  success. 

In  low  forms  of  fevers,  xanthoxylum  has  been  found  a  very 
important  and  valuable  stimulant  tonic.  Xanthoxylum  may  w 
used  in  all  cases  where  it  is  desired  to  stimulate  and  stren^hen 
mucous  tissuea  Where  a  stimulating  tonic  is  required  for  chSdren 
after  diarrhea,  dysentery,  or  other  debilitating  diseases,  a  com- 
bination of  hydrastin  with  xaiithoxylin^  will  admirably  ftil6il  the 
indications.    See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  2,  8  and  6. 

PREPAEATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, : Dose,  15  to  46  drops. 

Xanthozjlin, ^ "       2  to    6  graiBS. 

Pills  of  Xanthozylin,  1  RraiD, "       2  to    6. 

Zingiber    Officinale. 

{Oinger.) 
Ginger  is,  beyond  question,  the  most  valuable  and  grateful 
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stiinulant,  tonic,  and  carminative,  we  possess.  Indeed,  its  value 
as  a  universally  domestic  medicine  is  too  well  known  to  need  anj 
remarka  We  give  briefly  the  circumstances  in  which  it  has 
been  beneficially  used. 

During  the  oppressive  heat  of  the  summer  months,  when  the 
system  is  prostrated  or  exhausted  by  &tigue,  and  requires  a  stim- 
ulant, no  preparation  can  equal  its  efficacy.  In  the  early  stages 
of  choleiaT  Xlera  morbuTdiarrhea,  aud  summer  complidntsT  it 
may  be  regarded  as  almost  a  specific,  in  preventing  the  weakness 
and  relaxation  of  the  bowels  which  produce  diarrhea. 

"Prepared  with  rhubarb,"  says  Dr.  Kin^,  "few  articles  are  more 
valuable  in  cholera  morbus,  and  cholera  mfantum." 

From  loss  of  appetite,  weakness  of  the  digestive  oigans,  nausea 
distress  of  the  stomach,  cold,  flatulent  colic,  and  a  predi^>osition 
to  dvspepsia,  a  few  drops  will  aflfbrd  relief 

As   a  gargle  for  sore  throat,  as  an  external  application  for 
rheumatism,  ^out,  ague  in  the  &ce,  &c. 

"  It  is  particularly  valuable  to  travelers,  who  are  exposed  ta 
complaints  of  the  bowels,  arising  from  change  of  climate  and  ex- 
posure, or  from  the  use  of  unwnolesome' water." 

It  is  much  used  to  masque  nauseous  drugs,  and  to  prevent 
their  tendency  to  produce  tormina;  very  important  adjuvant  to- 
strong  purgatives,  moderating  their  violence  A  local  application 
of  the  concentrated  tincture  (one  part  of  ginger  and  two  of  proof 
spirits),  over  the  whole  forehead  has  been  attended  with  remark* 
aole  success  in  myopia. 

FBEPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  i  to  1^  drama. 


I   »     ^      0  I  ■ 


PILULE 


♦»• 


Aconittne.    One  sixtieth  part  of  a  grain. . 

Properties. — The  active  principle  of  aconite,  to  which  refen 

Dose, — One. 
A.COXlite.    One  fourth,  one  half,  and  one  grain. 

Properties. — Its  action  on  the  nervous  system  is  that  of  a 
direct  sedativa     Valuable  in   neuropathic  diseases,  rheuma- 
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tism^  gouty  scrofala,  secondanr  syphilis,  certain  cutaneous  dis- 
eases, &C.    See  Aconitum  Napellus,  page  1. 

DoiOi  (i  grain)— One  to  four, 
AloetiO.    P(L  Aloes,  U.  8,P. 

siSrS^e,    }«l^I«rts.  Pour  grains 

PROPERTiKa — Cathartic  and  tonia  Recommended  in  dys- 
pepsia, amenorrhea,  habitual  constipation ;  ordinarily  where 
cathartics  are  indicated.  All  the  varieties  of  aloes  operate  very 
slowly  but  certainly,  and  have  a  peculiar  aflinity  for  the  large 
intestinea  Aloes  nas  a  decided  tendency  to  the  uterine  sys- 
tem. It  is  useful  in  jaundice,  in  the  treatment  of  ascarides, 
and  is  more  frequently  employed  than  any  other  remedy  in 
amenorrhea.  Aloes  is  contra-indicated  by  the  existence  of 
hemorrhoids,  and  is  obviously  unsuitable,  unless  modified  by 
combination,  to  the  treatment  of  inflammatory  diseases. 

In  the  Aloeticyil\  the  soap  diminishes  the  liability  of  the 
aloes  to  irritate  the  rectum. 

Dose, — One  to  three. 


Aloes  and  ASSafiBtida.    PH-  Aloea  et  AssafoeHda.  U.  S,  P. 

Aloes,  1 

Aflsafoetida,    V  equal  parts.    Four  graina 

Soap,  Ga&,     J 

PROPEBTIE& — Cathartic  with  stimulant  and  carminative  pro^ 
perties.  Applicable  to  costiveness  attended  with  flatulence 
and  debility  of  the  digestive  organs. 

Dose, — ^Two  to  five. 


^Three  graina 


Aloes   and  Iron.    PH  Ahea  et  Ferri. 

Aloes  Soct, 

Oonium,  Ext,  aa  ^  part. 

Iron,  Sulphate, 

Ginger,  Jamaica,  a&  1  part 

Properties. — ^The  laxative  power  of  aloes  is  increased,  and 
its  tendencv  to  irritate  is  diminished  by  the  combination  with 
sulphate  of  iron,  Usefiil  in  constipation  with  debility  of  the 
stomach,  especially  when  attended  with  amenorrhea. 

Do8e,^3ne  to  four. 

Aloes  and  Mastich. 

PROPERTiEa — See  Dinner  PHI,  Lady  Webaier'a 

Dose, — One  to  three. 

Aloes  and  Myrrh.    PU.  Aloea  et  Myrrhm.     U.  S.  P 

Aloes  Sod,  2  parts,  1 

Mjrrh,  .  >  Four  grains. 

Saffh>n,  &a  1  part,     )     * 
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Pbopertibs. — ^Purgative  and  emmenagogue.     Employed  as 
a  warm  stimulant  catnartic,  in  general  debility  attended,  with 
constipation,  and  retention  or  suppression  of  the  mensea 
(Wood) 

Dose, — ^Three  to  five. 

AI06S  and  Ext.  G-entian. 

Properties. — See  Gentian  Compound. 

Dose, — One  to  five. 

Ammonium,  Bromide.   One  grain. 

Properties. — Has  especial  reference  to  ftinctional  nervous 
diseases,  particularly  of  the  ganglionic  system.  This  com- 
position has  been  found  decidedly  oeneficial  in  epilepsy,  and 
strumous  ophthalmia  in  the  young.  Dr.  Gribb  administered 
it  successfiilly  in  these  affections,  in  doses  varying  fix)m  one 
to  ten  grains,  three  times  a  day.  Becommenaed  in  chorea, 
whooping-cough,  and  cases  of  diseased  and  irritated  mucoiis 
membranes. 

Dose, — Two  to  five. 

Anderson's  Boots'. 

Aloes,  Sect.,  '\ 

cS'^ynth,     [two  grains, 
Oil  Anise,     J 

Properties. — ^Antibilious  and  purgative.  It  isan  excellent 
j)ill  for  promoting  the  biliary  secretions,  and  uniting  an  altera- 
tive witn  its  purgative  action. 

Doee, — One  to  three. 
AnthemiS.    Two  grains. 

Properties. — Mild  tonic.  In  small  doses  acceptable  and 
corroborant  to  the  stomach     See  Anthemis  Nobilis,  page  8. 

Dose, — One  to  six. 

AntibiliouB. 

?oSy^ '?■  A"^  \  ^°  '^^  ^"^  ^- 

PROPERTiES.-Drastic  hydraffoffue  cathaTtic.  By  this  combi- 
nation  we  have  the  piu^tiye  energy  of  colocyntL  without  lis 
violence.  Recommended  in  dropsical  affections,  hepatic  de- 
rangements, in  cases  where  a  brisk  cathartic  is  indicated. 

Dose, — One  to  four. 

Antimonii  Compound,  ^.  8.  P. 

PROPBRTIE& — See  Oalomd  Compound. 
Dose, — One  to  two. 

ApOCynum*     Two  gndna. 

Propertied  — Promotes  excretioih    Has  been  beneficially 
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employed  in  liver  and  stomach  affections,  intermittents,  and 
the  low  stage  of  typhoid  fevers.  See  Apocynum  Androsaemi- 
folium,  page  3. 

DoM, — One  to  four. 

Aperient. 

Ext.  Nux  Vomica,       i  gf    1 
"  Hyosc^amus,         ^    "    V  Two  and  five-sixths  grams. 
"  Colocynth  Comp.,  2    "    J 

PROPEBTiEa — ^Promotes  excretion.  Employed  in  confirmed 
torpor  of  the  bowels.  Ext  liyoecyamns  prevents  tomina, 
witnout  impairing  the  energy  of  the  other  ingredients. 

Dose, — One  to  two. 
ArsenionS  Acid.      One  thirty-second  part  of  a  grain. 

Propebties. — Alterative  and  febrifuge.  The  principal  dis- 
eases in  which  it  is  principally  exhibited  are,  scirrhns  and 
cancer,  anomalous  ulcers,  intermittent  fever,  chronic  rheuma- 
tism, particularly  that  form  of  it  attended  with  pains  in  the 
bones,  hemicrama  and  periodical  headache. 

The  administration  should  at  once  be  stopped,  when  it  pro- 
duces swelling  of  the  £Eice  and  eyelids,  ana  disorder  of  the 
digestive  organs. 

Dose, — One  to  three. 
ASBafOBtida.     -P^  Assa/cBHdc^  U,  8.  P.    Four  grains. 

PROPERTIE&— Powerftil  anti-spasmodic,  moderate  stimulant, 
efficient  expectorant  and  feeble  laxative.  The  disagreeable 
taste  and  odor  are  concealed  by  the  sugar  coating.  It  appears 
to  exert  a  special  action  on  the  nervous  system,  but  it  acts 
also  very  powerfully  on  the  digestive  apparatus,  Physicians 
have  employed  it  against  the  various  forms  of  hysteria.  It 
has  been  employed  in  hypochondria,  in  asthma,  and  spas- 
modic bronchitis,  in  all«the  nervous  maladies  of  llie  respira- 
tory organs,  in  flatulent  coKo  with  constipation.  It  is  also 
anthelmintic,  and  taken  in  small  doses,  it  assists  the  fiinct- 
ions  of  the  stomacL  It  is  highly  useful  in  spasmodic  pecto- 
ral affections,  such  as  whooping  cough,  and  asthma,  and  in 
certain  infantile  coughs  ana  catarrhs,  complicated  with  ner- 
vous disorder,  or  witn  a  disposition  of  the  system  to  sink. 

Dose, — ^Two  to  four. 
AssafOBtida  and  Iron.    Pt'^  AssafaMdot  et  Ferri,     U,  S.  P. 

PROPERTIE& — Has  especial  reference  to  spasmodic  affections 
dependent  on  general  debility  of  the  system,  and  disorders 
attended  with  immoderate  discharges. 

Dose, — ^Two  to  four. 
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PROPERTiEa-The  degree  of  irritation  which  ordinarily  fol- 
lows the  administration  of  pure  calomel  is  diminished,  while 
its  laxative  power  is  increased  by  this  combination. 

Dose, — One  to  three. 

Calomel  and  Bhei,  Ext. 

Calomel,  ^  gr.  \ 

Ext.,  Rhei,  i  gr.  '  (.  One  and  a  half  grains. 

"    ColocTnth,   Comp.,  i  gr.   T         »"««"«"  Ki«m«». 

"    Hyoscyamlis,  J  gr.  ) 

Properties. — A  safe  and  reliable  pill  in  habitual  constipa- 
tion.    Its  use  is  unattended  by  any  unpleasant  results. 

Dose, — Two  to  four. 

Calomel  and  Compound  Colocynth,  Ext. 

Calomel,  1  gr  iThree  and  a  halt  grains. 

Ext.  Colocynth  Comp.,  2+  grs.    )  5i«uto. 

PROPERTiEa^ — Employed  in  costiveness  and  torpid  state  ot 
the  bowels  and  liver.  Possesses  properties  similar  to  colo- 
cynth comp.  and  blue  pill. 

Dose, — Two  to  four. 

Camphor  and  Opium. 

Camphor,  2  gra. )  «,  . 

.^ium,      1    "    pnree  grains. 

Properties. — Anodyne,  diaphoretic,  sedative  and  anti- 
spasmodic. Camphor  is  said  to  lessen  the  chance  of  idiosyn- 
cratic effects  of  opium.  This  combination  is  serviceable  in 
hysteria,  nymphomania  and  aU  irritation  of  the  sexual  organs. 

Dose, — One  to  two. 
Cannabis  Indica.    One-half^  and  one  grain. 

PBOPERTiEa  —  Supposed  to  exert  an  influence  on  both  the 
brain  and  spinal  cord  It  is  very  efficient  in  checking  cough 
and  cramp,  and  removing  langour  and  anxiety.  See  Canna- 
bis Indica,  page  16. 

Dose,  (i  grain), — One  to  four. 
Capsicum.    One  grain. 

PROPERTiEa — ^In  small  doses  it  produces  warmth  m  the  stem* 
ach,  promotes  digestion,  and  stimulates  the  genito-urinaiy 
organa    See  Capsicum  Annuum,  page  17. 

Dose, — One  to  two. 
Cathartic,    i^  CkUharUaz  OomposUiB.     U,  8.  P. 

9 

Ext  Colocynth,  Comp., 

(L^  ^Threeg«ina. 

Gamboge, 


f  Three  grains. 
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PROPEBTiEa  —  This  preparation  is  intended  to  represent 
numerous  cathartics,  and  calculated  for  a  wide  range  of  ap- 
plication. The  operation  of  the  several  ingredients,  though 
singly  drastic,  is  rendered  mild  in  a  state  of  combination  with- 
out losing  any  of  its  pui^tive  power.  Particularly  adapted 
to  the  early  stages  of  bilious  fevers,  to  hepatitis,  jaundice,  and 
all  those  derangements  of  the  alimentary  canal,  or  of  the 
general  heUth,  which  depend  on  congestion  of  the  portal  cir- 
cle 

Dose.— One  to  Four. 

Cathartic  Improved. 

Ext  Golotgrnth,  Oorop.,  *) 

''    Jalap, 
Podophyllin, 
Leptandrin, 
Ext,  HjoBcyamua, 

"    Gentian, 
Oil  Peppermint 

PROPEBTiEa — ^Formula  first  appeared  in  the  Journal  oi 
Materia  Medica.  The  Improved  uomjpound  Cathartic  is  a  re- 
liable purgative,  mild  and  speedy  in  its  operation,  possesses 
superior  alterative-properties,  regulates  the  biliary  secretions, 
and  thoroughly  cleanses  the  alimentary  canaL 

The  numerous  testimonials  received  in  reference  to  the 
action  of  this  pill  agree  in  sa3ring,  that  while  it  is  not  vio- 
lently drastic,  it  is  thorough  in  its  action,  not  weakening  the 
system  by  ha^ty  a^d-  drenching  discharges,  but  acting  as  a 
superior  alterative ;  at  the  same  time  being  certain  and  efEect- 
ive  in  its  action  on  the  liver.  This  has  everywhere  been  the 
testimony  in  reference  to  the  action  of  podophyllin  and  lep- 
tandrin,  namely,  certainty  in  their  cholagogue,  purgative,  and 
alterative  action,  unaccompanied  by  haste  or  violence. 

Possesses  the  purgative,  alterative  and  cholagogue  proper- 
ties of  the  U.  S^  P.  Compound  Cathartic,  at  the  same  tmie 
.   not  being  open  to  the  popular  objection  of  including  calomel 
in  its  composition ;  and  as  a  substitute  for  the  U.  S.  P.  pill, 
it  is  confiaently  recommended  to  the  profession. 
0080-— One  to  Three. 

Chimapfallay  Ext.    Three  grains. 

Properties. — ^It  has  proved  very  efficacious  in  many  cu- 
taneous diseases,  aqioAiIa,  chronic  rheumatism,  chronic  nephri- 
tic, urinaiyand  dropsical  affections.  See  Chimaphila  Urn- 
bellata,  page  22.  • 

Doee— -Three  to  six. 

8  ' 
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Chinoidilie.    Twognina. 

Chinoidine  resembles  quinia  in  ite  medical  properties,  oc- 
casionally effective,  where  the  salts  of  <]^uinia,  m>m  lon^  nsei. 
have  become  powerless.  Some  even  clami  for  it  a  supenoritj 
over  all  other  preparations  of  cinchona. 

Dose— One  to  Three. 


Ihinoldine,  2  gre.,  ) 

I'erri  Sulphate,  Ezsic,  1  gr.  v  Three  and  a  half  graina. 

Iperini,  i  gr.  ) 


Chinoidine  Compound. 

Chinoidine, 

Ferri 

Piperini, 

Pbofsrties. — This  union  of  well-known  tonics  will  be 
found  useful  in  chlorosis,  and  in  anaemic  conditions,  in  some 
types  of  amenorrhea ;  and  generally  where  the  system  lack» 
vital  energy,  and  the  blood  is  impoverished. 

Do6»-  -One  to  Two. 
Cimicifugin.    One  grain. 

Properties.  —  "  Tonic,  alterative,  nervine,  anti-periodic,, 
with  an  especial  affinity  for  the  uterus.  Used  in  intermit- 
tent fevers,  periodic  disorders,  leucorrhea,  menorrhagia,  dyB* 
menorrhea,  amenorrhea,  sterility,  rheumatism,  scrofula,  and 

Srolapsus  uteri,  not  accompanied  by  an  inflammatory  con* 
ition  of  that  organ  or  its  ligaments.  It  has  also  been  used 
with  success  in  gleet,  gonorrhea  and  dyspepsia.^'  See  Cimici* 
Alga  Bacemosa,  page  24 

DoBe— One  to  Pour. 
Cinohonia,  Stdphate.    One  and  a  half,  and  three  grains. 

PROPERTlEa — ^Possesses  nearly  the  same  remedial  virtues- 
as  sulphate  of  quinia.    Efficient  as  a  tonic  and  anti-periodic. 

I>ofle.--(l^  grain)  One  to  Four. 

Coohia. 

Golocynth  Comp.,  '^ 

Aloes,  I 

Gamboge,  .  >  Three  grains. 

Scammony, 

Potaasa  Sulph.  J 

Properties. — Actively  cathartia  Sulphate  potassa  estab> 
lishes  a  more  perfect  division  *of  the  aloes  and  scammony. 

Dose. — One  to  Three. 
Codeia.    One  sixteenth  part  of  a  grain. 

Properties. — In  the  hands  of  M.  Barbier,  of  Amiens,  it 
relieved  painftil  affections  having  their  origin  in  the  great 
sympathetic  It  neither  affected  the  circulation,  disturbed 
mgestion,  or  produced  constipation.  Dr.  Aran,  of  Paris,  deems^ 
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it  not  inferior  to  morphia,  in  its  efficiency  to  relieve  pain  and 
secure  undisturbed  rest,  though  it  must  be  given  m  larger 
doses.  As  respects  intensity  of  action,  Magendie  compares 
one  grain  of  codeia  with  half  a  grain  of  morphia.  Two 
grains  induced,  besides  sleep,  vertigo,  nausea,  ana  even  vom- 
iting; but  this  dose  succeeded  like  a  charm  in  cases  of  neu- 
ralgia &ciei,  and  in^  sciatica,  that  had  resisted  the  most  valu- 
ed agents.  Dr.  Miranda  has  published  the  results  of  liis  ex* 
perience  with  codeia  in  what  he  calls  powerful  nervous  irrita- 
tions of  the  mucous  membranes  of  the  stomach,  and  he  af- 
firms that  by  it  he  cured  eleven  cases.  It  has  been  used  with 
great  advantage  in  several  bad  cases  of  dyspepsia. 

Doee. — One  to  Four. 
ColchiOUm,  Ext.    Ono  half  giain. 

Properties. — Sedative,  and  appears  to  have  the  power  of 
increasing  all  the  secretions.     Colchicum  is  considered  inval 
uable  in  the  treatment  of  gout  and  rheumatism,  especially 
when  these  affections  assume  a  neuralgic  character.    See  Col-, 
chicum  Autumnale,  page  27. 

Dose. — One  to  Three. 

Colooynth  Compound,  Ext.   Three  grains. 

Properties. — Produces  prompt  and  free  alvine  evacua- 
tions.   Exhibited  beneficially  in  hepatic  derangements. 

Dose. — ^Two  to  Six. 

Coloosrnth  Comi>ound,  Ext.,  and  Blue  Pill. 

Ookxgmth  Oomp.,  2*  grs., )  -,.  . 

BluePm,igr.  ^inree  grains. 

Properties.  —  An  excellent  alterative  and  .cholagogue 
combination. 

Dose. — One  to  Twa 

Colooynth  Compoiind  Ext.  and  Ipecac.   Three  grains. 

PROPERTisa — The  modification  produced  by  a  union  with 
ipecac  renders  the  action  of  colooynth  (compound  more,  ener- 
getic, and  also  less  severa  A  &vorite  pill  with  many  to  re- 
move visceral  obstructions. 

Dose.— Two  to  Pour. 

Colooynth  Compound  Ext.  and  Hyoscyamus.   pu.  CohcyntM^ 

d  Syoacyami,  U.  &  P.    Three  grains. 

PROPBjtTiEa— Compound  extract  of  colooynth  is  said  to 
be  almost  entirely  deprived  of  its  griping  tendency  by  cdmi^ 
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bining  it  with  hyoscyamus,  without  suffering  any  impairment 
of  its  purgative  power. 

Dose.— One  to  Six. 

Colocjmth  Compound  Ext.  and  Podophyllin.  Three  grains. 

Fbopebties. — ^Antibilious  cathartic.     A  potent  substitute 
for  calomel  where  some  idiosyncrasy  of  constitution  or  pre- 
,  *  judice  interdicts  the  use  of  the  latter  agent 

*'  Doae. — OnetoTwa 

Poloo3mth  Compound  Ext.  and  Calomel.   Three  grains. 

Fbopebties. — Possesses  properties  analogous  to  Coloc}Tith 
Compound  and  Blue  Pill. 

Dose. — Two  to  Three,  • 

Conium,  Ext.    One-fourUi,  one-half,  and  one  grain. 

PBOPBBTlEa — ^Narcotic  and  alterativa  Conium  is  admin- 
istered in  a  variety  of  complaints  to  alleviate  pain.  By  some 
it  is  supposed  to  possess  a  curative  influence  over  malignant 
tumors.  Beneficial  in  chronic  rheumatic  affections ;  in  all 
excitable  conditions  of  the  nervous  and  vascular  system.  See 
Conium  Maculatum,  page  29. 

Dose. — (1  grain)  Two  to  Six. 

doninm  and  Ipeoao.    u,  s.  p.  One  grain. 

Fbopebties. — Conium  is  regarded  by  some  physicians, 
more  serviceable  when  united  with  ipecaa 

Dose.— Three  to  Five. 

Cook's  PilL 

Aloes,  I  gr.,        \ 
Soap,  i  gr,  J 

Fbopebties. — ^Laxative  and  alterative.  A  v^ry  popular 
pill  on  the  plantations  through  the  South. 

Dose. — One  to  Three. 
Copaiba,  PurOy  Solidified.    Three  and  four  grains. 

Fbopebties. — ^Diuretia  Efficient  in  chronic  diseases  of 
the  mucous  membranes.  It  operates  by  exciting  a  ;iew  and 
healthy  action  on  irritated  mucous  surmoea  In  small  doses 
it  improves  the  digestion,  and  in  larger  doses  it  occasions 
nausea  and  alvine  dejections.  It  has  an  especial  action  on 
the  ^nito-urinal  membranes.  Hence  proceeds  its  princinal 
use  m  combating  the  hemorrhagic  fluxes,  and  it  is,  with  cubelbs. 
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the  specific  for  these  diseases.  It  is  admiiiiBtered  both  at  the 
outset  as  well  as  when  the  inflammatory  symptoms  have  sub- 
sidei  Copaiba  prevents  nocturnal  ^rJtioSfl,  the  pain  and 
inflammation  in  gonorrhea,  as  well  as,  and  often  better  than 
antiphlogistics.  SL  Bibes  asserts  that  copaiba  has  never  &iled 
against  the  symptoms  provoked  by  the  spontaneous  suppres- 
sion of  the  gonorrhea,  particularly  when  the  symptoms  were 
developed  a  little  time  after  the  suppression  of  the  dischaxge, 
•  and  when  the  remedy  was  instantly  employed ;  in  such  cases 
the  gonorrhea  and  the  symptoms  have  invariably  never  re- 
turns. 

Dose. — (3  grains.)  Two  to  Five. 

Copaiba  Compound. 

Pil.  Oopaiba, 
Besin  Guiac, 
Ferri  Cit, 
Oleo-resm,  Oubeb. 

PROPEBTiEa — Unites  a  gentle  but  efficient  chalybeate  with 
powerful  diuretics.  This  .pill  is  preferred  by  many  to  any 
Other  in  the  treatment  of  gleet,  gonorrhea,  and  that  class  of 
diseases. 

Dose. — One  to  Three. 

Copaiba  and  Cubebs,  Ext. 

Pfl.  Copaiba,  2  grs.,  )  mv^       j^ 

Oleoresin,  Cubeb,  1  grain,    f  ^nree  grains. 

Properties. — Produces  effects  similar  with  copaiba  pure, 
and  given  in  the  same  type  of  disorders. 

Dose. — ^Two  to  Four. 

Copaiba,  Ext.  Cubebs  and  Citrate  Iron.   Three  grains. 
PROPERTiEa — Similar  to  copaiba  compoimd. 

Dose. — One  to  Four. 
Comin.    Two  grains. 

Properties. — It  may  be  used  in  all  cases  where  quinine  k 
indicated.     The  active  principle  of  Cornus  Florida. 

Dose. — One  to  Five. 
ComtlS  Florida,  Ext.    Two  grains. 

PROPERTiEa  —  Tonic,  astrinffent  and  highly  istimulant 
Used  with  advantage  in  typhoid,  and  periodical  fevejs,  in  all 
cases  where  tonics  are  advised.   See  Cornus  Florida,  page  81. 

Dose. — ^Two  to  Five. 
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COTroSive  Bnblixnate.    ODe-sixteenUi,  and  oii«-eigat-  i4fft  of  a  grain. 

Properties. —  Alterative  in  cutaneous,  scroftilous  and 
rheumatic  diseases,  nervous  disorders,  diseases  of  the  bones, 
&C.,  obstinate  prurigo,  acne,  and  other  eruptions  of  the  face. 
Generally  employed  in  syphilitic  maladies. 

Dose. — (J^  grain)  One  to  Twa 
CubebB  Ext,    Two  grains. 

Properties. — Cubebs  are  stimulant,  exercising  a  decide 
influence  over  the  urinary  apparatus  Have  been  successfxdly 
administered  in  gonorrhea,  leucorrhea,  and  also  been  found  of 
service  in  chronic  bronchitis,  laryngitis,  and  dyspepsia.  See 
Piper  Cubeba,  page  72. 

Dose. — One  to  Six. 
Cubebs  and  Alum.    Three  grains. 

PROPERTiEa — Alum  is  stated  greatly  to  increase  the  effi- 
cacy of  cubebs.     (Waring.) 

Dose.— Two  to  Four. 

Cubebs,  Ext.,  Rhatany  and  Iron. 

Ext  Cubebs,    1^  grs. ) 
"     Bhatanj    ^    "    V  Throe  grains. 
Iron,  Sulphate  I    "    ) 

Prop£BTI£& — Stimulant,  astringent  and  tonic.  This  com- 
bination appears  to  be  indicated  in  mucous  discharges,  incon- 
tinence of  urine,  &c.  .  The  type .  of  fluxes .  will  readily  be 
suggested  to  which  this  combination  is  peculiarly  adapteo. 

Dose. — One  to  Tliree. 
Cypril>edium,  Ext.    Two  grains. 

Properties. — Useful  in  hysteria,  chorea,  nervous  head- 
ache, and  all  cases  of  nervous  irritability.  See  Cypripedium 
page  88. 

Dose.— Two  to  Six. 
Di^talin.    One-sixtieth  part  of  a  grain. 

Properties. — The  amorphous  principle  of  Digitalis  Pur- 
purea, and  effects  the  system  similarly.  Exercises  a  powerful 
sedative  influence  on  the  circulatory  and  nervous  systeips, 
and  particulariy  on  the  generative  organa  The  potency  of 
this  concentrated  principle  necessitates  care  and  prudence  in 
the  administration. 

'  Dcse. — One  to  Two. 
Digitalis,    Ext.    One-half  grain. 

Properties. — Sedative 'and  diuretic.    The  former  adapts 
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it  to  catieB  in  which  the  action  of  the  heart  reqniies  it  to  be 
controlled,  the  latter  renders  it  inyaloable  in  dropsical  affec- 
tions. The  two  actions  never  occur  simaltaneously.  If  ei« 
ther  of  these  effects  be  kindly  obtained,  there  is  no  aanser  of 
it8  aoevimulating  in  the  systin.  Employed  in  drope^- 
.eases  of  the  heart,  aneurism,  epilepsy,  etc  See  Digitalis  Pur- 
purea, page  86. 

Dose. — One  to  Three. 

Sinrer  PflL  (ifdy  WMm's,) 

Aloes,  Sod,         ) 

Oiim  lUstich,        V  Three  grains. 

Rose  Leayes,  ) 

PfiOPEBTisa — A  fayorite  pill  in  indigestion,  dyspepsia,  and 
constipation. 
Dose. — One  to  Throe. 

lDoyer'8  Powders.    Two  and  one-half  grains. 

Propebtiss. — Sedatiye  and  diaphoretic.  See  Ipecac  and 
Opium,  page  121. 

Doso— One  to  Six. 
Slateritun.    (ChMeHnnd^s.)    One-eighth  grain. 

Pbopsrties. — ^Blaterimn  is  a  drastic  purgatiy^  Its  nau- 
seating and  griping  tendency  is  counteracted  by  a  combina- 
tion with  capsicum  or  ginger.  Applicable  in  cases  requiring 
yery  copious  eyacuations,  as  in  the  treatment  of  passiye  drop- 
sies, especially  in  ascites  and  hydrothorax,  as  a  reyulsiye  m 
cerebral  affections,  and  wheneyer  a  hydragogue  or  reyellent 
effect  is  indicated. 

Dose.— One  to  Two. 

Oamboge    CoXXlJ>OXUld.    -^^  OamhogioB  ComposUoe,  C  5.  P.   Three  grains. 
Gamhoge,  \ 

t&rX^ca,      [Thn^egraina 
Soap,  J 

PROPEBTIS& — ^An  actiye  puigatiye  pill 

Dose.— Three  to  Five. 
Oentian,    Ext.    Two  grains. 

Properties. — ^Tonia  Promotes  the  appetite,  inyigorates 
digestion,  and  acts  as  a  general  corroborant  See  Qentiana  Lu- 
tea,  page  48. 

Dose.— Two  to  Six. 

Oentiaii  Compound,  i^  GmHana  CcmposibM,  Ui  &  P. 

Ext  Gentian,     \ 
wTp^r     [ 'o«r  gnun..}} 
on  CarmL,  ) 


^  Two  and  a  half  grains 
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PBOFSBTIS& — A  laxative  to  the  constipations  of  sedentary 
aaddyHpepticpersor^. 

Boee.— One  to  Five. 
G^rauiiXl.    One  grain. 

Properties, — ^May  be  employed  for  all  purposes  to  which 
astringent  pilular  medicines  are  applicable  See  Oeranium 
Maculatum,  page  44. 

Doee.— -One  to  Five. 

Hellebore,  Black,  Ext.   One  grain. 

PROPERTiEa — ^Hellebore,  in  medicinal  doses,  is  alterative, 
drastic  cathartic,  emmenagogue  and  anthelmintia  See  Helle- 
borus  Niger,  page  48. 

Dose. — One  to  Five. 

Hooper's   Female  Pills. 

Aloes,  Soct, 

Iron,  Sulphate, 

Ext  Black  Hellebore, 

Myrrh 

Soap, 

Canella, 

Ginger,  Jamaica, 

PROPERTIE& —  Extensively  used  for  their  emmenagogae 
properties. 

Dose. — One  to  Three. 

Hydrastin,  Alkaloid.   One  grain. 

Properties. — ^Laxative,  cholaeogue,  alterative,  resolvent^ 
tonic,  diuretic  and  antiseptic,  with  an  especial  action  on  dis- 
eased mucous  tissues.  It  acts  upon  the  hver  with  a  certain^ 
and  efficacy  that  few  drugs  possess.  As  a  cholagogue  ana 
deobstruent,  it  is  said  to  have  few  equals.  In  splenetic,  mes- 
enteric, and  abdominal  visceral  affections  ^enerallv,  in  scrof- 
ula, glandular  and  cutaneous  diseases,  debility,  cnronic  diar- 
rhea and  dysentet^,  constipation,  and  in  all  morbid  dischar- 
ges ;  it  is  a  remeay  whose  utility  is  attested  by  the  highest 
authority.    See  Hydrastis  Canadensis,  pajge  51. 

Doee.— One  to  Five. 

Hydrastin,  Besinoid.  One  grain. 

Properties. — This  resinoid  principle  has  properties  simi- 
lar to  those  of  the  preceding  alkaloid,  but  is  too  stimulating 
in  certain  irritable  and  inflamed  states  of  the  mucous  mem- 
branes. When  torpor  and  coldness  of  the  system  occur,  and 
when  there  are  exudations  of  plastic  lymph,  the  influence  of 
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this  medicine  appears  to  be  imperatively  demanded.  It  should 
not  be  employea  in  cases  of  inflamed  mncons  linings  of  the 
bowels,  as  it  IS  then  liable  to  be  attended  with  tenesmic  and 
colicky  pains,  and  other  troublesome  conditions. 

Dofle. — ^Two  to  Six. 
HyOBOyaxnilSy    Ext.    One-fourth,  one-half,  and  one  grain. 

Pbopebties.— Narcotic,  anodyne  and  anti-spasmodic.  Calms 
and  sooths  any  irritation  of  the  system,  allays  pain  and  re- 
lieves spasms.  Its  use  is  unattended  by  the  unpleasant  after 
effects  which  usually  accompany  the  administration  of  opium, 

Doee.— {^  grain)  Two  to  Four. 
Tpm^tifty  Sxt.    One-haU^  and  one  grain. 

Properties. — ^Very  similar  to  uux  vomica,  but  more  en- 
ergetic. Useful  in  nervous  debility,  amenorrhea,  chlorosis, 
and  epilepsy.    See  Ignatia  Amara,  page  94 

Dooe.— (i  grain)  One  to  Three. 
Iodine.    One-eighth  gndn. 

PROPERTIE& — ^Principally  employed  in  diseases  of  the  ab- 
sorbent and  glandular  systems,  all  diseases  of  an  hypertrophi- 
cal,  strumous  or  cachectic  character. 

Doee.— ^)ne  to  Four. 

lodofoxm  and   Iron. 

Iron,  by  Hydrogen,  1  gr.  )  „  . 

lodotonn,  1  gr.  f  ^^^  F*"*** 

PROPERTXEa — Possesses  tonic,  anti-septic  and  anti-spas- 
modic virtues,  serviceable  to  arrest '  the.  pn^ress  of  phthisis, 
highly  recommended  as  an  alterative  in  the  treatment  of  ob- 
stinate skin  diseases,  scrofiilous  enargemeht  of  the  glands, 
and  old  cases  of  bronchocele. 

Doge. — One  to  Three. 
Il>eoaO,  Ext.    One-fourth  grain. 

Properties. — ^Ipecac,  in  one-fourth  grain  doses,  acts  as  a 
tonic,  invigorating  digestion,  promoting  the  appetite,  and  is 
useful  in  some  forms  of  dyspepsia.  Hiuf  grain  doses,  adminis- 
tered eveiy  three  or  four  hours,  produce  perspiration,  and 
are  beneficial  in  febrile  and  inflammatory  diseases.  SeeCe- 
phnlis  Ipecachuanha,  page  20. 

Dose.— One  to  Three. 


Ipeoao  and  Opium.   (Dover's  Powder.) 

Opium,  Ipart,  ) 

Ipecac,  1       **  \  2i  grains - 

Potass.  Sulphate,  8  parts.    ) 
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PBOPSBTIS& — ^An  admirable  anodyne  diaphoretic,  not  sni^ 
passed  perhaps  by  any  other  combination  m  the  power  at 
promoting  perspiration 

Doee. — One  to  Six. 

Ipecac  and  Opinm. 

Opium,  Hgt.  ^ 

Ipecac^  K  gr*  '  }*  Two  grains,  equal  to'ttve  gralna  Doyer'e  Fowdert. 

Potaat.  Sulnb.,  1  gr. 

Ipecax)  and  Opium. 

Opium,  1  gr. 

Ipecac,  I  gr.  ^     Four  grains,  equal  to  Ten  grains  Borer's  POirdor. 

Potass.  Sulpli.,  2  gra, 
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Ipecac  and  Squills.    -^  Jpecaeuhmw  §t  SdUa,  U.  S,  P.    Three  graias. 

Pboperties. — A  mild  expectorant  medicine  for  children 
when  threatened  with  an  attack  of  croup ;  and  beneficial  in 
catarrh,  bronchia,  and  that  class  of  complaints,  when  a  gentle 
expectorant  stimulant  is  required. 

Doeew— Two  to  Three. 
Ilisin.    One-half,  and  one  grain. 

PROPERWEa — ^The  oleo-resinous  i)rinciple  of  blue  flag,  ca- 
thartic, alterative,  sialagogue,  diuretic  and  vermifiige.  See 
Iris  Versicolor,  page  56. 

Dose.— (I  grain)  One  to  Six. 

Iron    and  Aloes. 

Propebties. — See  Abes  and  Iron. 

Dose— One  to  Four. 
Iron,  Citrate.    Two  grains. 

PnoPERTiEa — Highly  esteemed  ferruginous  preparation. 
Suitable  for  children  in  ordinary  cases  of  debility. 

Dose.— 'Two  to  Three. 

Iron,   Citrate,  and    Qtiinine,  Citrate.  One,  and  two  graint. 

PROPERTiEa — ^Valuable  tonic.  A  convenient  form  for  ad- 
ministering quinine  and  iron  in  combination.  Admirably 
adapted  for  children  and  delicate  females. 

Dose.— (1  grain.)— Two  to  Six. 

Iron,  Citrate,   and  Strychnia,  Citrate. 

Strychnia,  Git,  ^  part,   I 
Iron  Git.,  2  grs.  ) 

Properties. — ^Chalybeate  and  tonic.  May  be  given  in 
dyspepsia  when. there. is;want  of  appetite,  and  constipation,  in 
paralysis,  amenorrhea,^  &c.  ^' 

Dose. — One  to  Twa 
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Iron,  Coinpcmnd.  iVL  i^i  OomposUm,  u^  &  p. 

Myrrh,  ) 

Soda  Carb.,      >  Three  grains. 

Lt>n,  Sulph.,    ) 

Pbopsbties. — ^This  pill  is  used  principally  as  an  emmena- 
gogue,  and  antihectic  tonic. 

Dose. — Two  to  Six 


Iron,    Caxbonate  (yoXUiCs  /brmulo.)    Three  grains. 

Propebtiss. — Particularly  useful  in  chlorosis,  ammorrhea, 
and  other  female  oomplainta  Yallet's  preparation  is  the  best 
to  produce  the  alterative  effects  of  iron. 

Dose. — ^Three  to  Five. 

Iron,  Carbonate  of,  and  Manganese.  Three  grains. 

PROPERTiEa — Tonic  and  alterativa  It  is  asserted  that 
cases  of  ansanua,  which  had  resisted  the  administration  of 
iron  alone,  yielded  rapidly  to  the  combination  of  this  metal 
with  manganese.  ''  In  confirmation  of  this  statement,"  says 
Speer,  "  I  may  say  that  in  two  cases  which  lately  came  under 
my  notice,  the  one  of  chlorotic  anemia,  with  amenorrhea,  the 
other  of  uncomplicated  traumatic  anemia,  both  of  long  stand- 
ing, the  saocharme  carbonate  of  iron  and  manganese  succeed- 
ed entirely,  after  iron  alone  had  failed,  In  each  of  these 
eases,  its  effects  upon  the  composition  of  the  blood  and 
through  this  upon  the  general  health,  were  extremely  rapid, 
thus  affording  a  contrast  to  the  effects  of  the  simple  prepara- 
tions of  iron,  which,  even  when  most  successfiil,  are  usually 
slow  in  their  operation," 

Dose. — cine  to  Threo. 

4 

Iron,  Hjdrocyanate.  0n«-h4ir  grain. 

PBOPSRTisa — ^Valuable  in  epilepsy,  neuralgia,  and  nervous 
affections  genu^ly.  These  pills  have  been  known  to  effect 
<  permanent  cures  of  epileptic  paroxysms  after  a  total  failure 
of  other  remedies  usually  prescribed.  The  utility  of  hydro- 
cyanate  of  iron  in  epileptic  spasms,  and  the  consequent  de- 
spondency and  gloomy  feelings,  is  strongly  supported  by  Dr. 
McGugin,  Professor  in  the  Iowa  Medical  College. 

Dose,  to  prevent  the  return  of  epileptic  spasms,  1  night 
and  morning ;  for  neunUgic  and  nervous  affections,  1  every 
three  hours,  increasing  according  to  the  indications 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 
Iron,  Iodide  Of.    (l  grain.)    (mdUeriMe.) 

These  pills*are  unalterable,*  rendered  constant  in  their  com- 
position by  the  thick  coating  which  surrounds  the  iodine,  are 
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without  the  taste  of  iron  or  iodine,  of  convenient  size,  and 
have  the  peculiar  property  of  being  dissolved  in  the  gastric 
juices  gradually,  and  oeing  taken  up  by  the  absorbents  as  it 
were  molecule  oy  molecule  without  irritating  or  fatiguing  the 
system. 

The  long  recognized  difficulty  of  husbanding  the  iodine 
and  presenting  it  in  an  acceptable  form  has  been  overcome^ 

In  the  hospitals  of  Paris,  these  pills  have  achieved  won- 
derfd  results  in  the  treatment  of  colorosis,  scioMa,  glandu- 
lar enlargements,  leucorrhea,  suppression  of  the  menses,  diffi- 
cult menstruation,  constitutipnal  syphilis,  cancer,  goitre, 
rachitis,  and  tubercular  affections. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 
Iron  and  lodofonn.    Two  grains. 

Pbopebtiss.— &e  Iodoform  amd  Iron. 

Dofle. — One  to  Three. 
Iron,  Laotate.    One  grain. 

PBOPKBTiEa — ^Possesses  the  generarmedical  properties  of 
the  ferruginous  preparationa  Has  a  marked  effect  in  increas- 
ing the  appetite.  Efficacious  in  chlorosis,  with  or  without 
amenorrhea 

Doie.-— One  to  Twa 

Iron,  Phospliatd.   TwogriuBa. 

Properties. — Advised  in  cancerous  affections.  Potent  to 
invigorate  and  restore  the  vital  powers.  Beneficial  in  febrile 
diseases,  rickets,  diabetes  and  an»mic  diseases.  « 

Dose. — ^Two  to  Four. 

Iron,  Pyro-Phosphate.    One  grain. 

Properties.— Blood  *  restorative,  tonic  and  alterative. 
Superior  medicinal  virtues  are  claimed  for  it 

Dose.— Two  to  Five. 
Iron,  Protiodide.    One  grain. 

Properties. — ^Tonic,  alterative,  diuretic  and  emmena- 
gogua  Sharpens  the  appetite,  promotes  digestion,  and  occa- 
sionally proves  laxative.  Chiefly  employed  in  scroftilous  af- 
fections, swellings  of  the  cervical  glands,  visceral  obstructions 
attended  with  deficient  action,  chlorosis,  atonic  amenorrhea, 
and  leucorrhea. 

Doee. — Two  to  Four. 
Iron^   Quevenne'B.'  (By  Hydrogen.)    One,  and  two  gnuns. 

Propertibs. — ^Employed   in  anaemia,  cUorosis,  amenor 
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rhea,  chorea,  and  enlargement  of  the  spleen  following  inter- 
mittent  ^fever.  Ita  general  mode  of  action  13  to  imptove  the 
qnidity  of  impoveriahed  blood 

Do8e.---(l  grain.)  Three  to  Six. 

Iron  and  Strychnia. 

Strychni^Ti V  gr.  i  Two  and  one-aixtieth  graina. 

Iron,  by  Hydrogen.  2  gra.      j  *  « " «»""  s»«j-fu^^vMR  s'    "* 

PROPSBTiEa — Beneficial  in  dyspepsia,  when  there  is  want 
of  appetite,  constipation,  and  a  sensation  of  weight  in  the 
epigastrium  after  eating.  Strychnia  appears  to  overcome 
constipation  by  its  peristaltic  action  on  the  portal  circle, 
while  iron  gives  tone  to  the  system. 

])08e.-^0ne  to  Twa 
'  Iron,  Slllpliate,  SSBle;    At  Fhri  SulphoHs.   U.  &  p.   Four  grains. 

PBOPSBTIE& — As  an  astringent  in  diseases  attended  with 
immoderate  discharges,  snch  as  passive  hemorrhages,*  diabe- 
tes, leucorrhea,  gleet ;  as  a  tonic  m  dyspepsia,  and  in  the  de- 
bility foUowing'protracted  diseasea 

Bosew — One  to  Five. 

Iron,  Valerianate.   One  grain. 

PROPEBTiEa — ^Tonic,  anti-spasmodia  The  valerianate  of 
iron  proves  an  efficacious  remedy  in  hysterical  affections, 
and  is  particularly  valuable  when  these  msorden  are  accom- 
panied with  chlorosis. 

Boaeu — One  to  Two. 
Jalap.    One  grain. 

Pboperties. — Jalap  in  small  doses  is  'aperient  and  laxa- 
tive,  in  large  doses  an  active  but  safe  and  convenient  puiga- 
tiva    See  Jalapa  Ipomcea,  page  68. 

Doee.  — One  to  Six. 
Jalapin;    Onegram. 

Pbopsbtiss. —  The  active  principle  ol  Jalap,  to  which 
refer. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 
Eermes.    Ono-fourth  grain. 

PKOPSBTiEa< — ^Becommended  as  an  invaluable  medicine  in 
childbed  fevers^  to  promote  diaphoresis,  and  to  reduce  the 
force  of  the  circulation. 

Doae. — ^Two  to  Four. 
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fi[xam6riay  Ext.    (iZAatony.)    Two  grains. 

PROPERTIES. — One  of  the  most  active  vegetable  astrin- 
genta  Used  in  diarrheas,  dysentery  and  passive  hemor- 
rhagea 

Dose. — One  to  FIto 

Laxstuoa,  Ext.   Twograuu. 

PBOPEBTiEa — Quiets  nervous  irritation,  produces  sleep 
and  allays  cougL    See  Lactuca  Sativa,  page  58. 

Dose. — One  to  Three. 
Leptandrin.    One  grain. 

PbopebtibSi — "The  effect  of  leptandrin is  gently  to  excite 
the  liver  without  producing  the  least  irritation  of  the  bowels. 
It  does  not  purge  at  all,  and  even  its  laxative  effect  is  very 
slight,  while  on  the  stomach  it  acts  as  a  decided  tonic,  hence 
it  is  most  valuable  in  (fuirrA^a  and  chronic  dysentery j  when  the 
stools  are  destitute  of  bile,  and  the  mucous  membrane  is  irri- 
table. In  torpidity  of  the  liver  it  is  thought  to  be  superior  to 
Blue  PilL" — Waxing.    See  Leptandra  Virginica,  page  80. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 

Leptandrin  Compound. 

Leptandrin,    ^  gr.     ) 

Irisin,  igr.       >  One  and  three-eighth  grains. 

Podophyllin,  %  gr.       ) 

Pbopebtibs. — ^Has  been  exhibited  with  good  effects  in 
liver  affections,  obstinate  constipation,  or  when  an  active  im- 
pression is  demanded.  Will  be  found  useful  in  dysentery, 
rheumatism,  chronic  visceral  obstructions,  glanduiar  diseases, 

&C. 
Dose. — One  to  Four. 

liUpxdiXl.    Three  grains. 

PBOPEBTiEa — ^Lupulin  is  re^rded  as  possessing  no  incon* 
siderable  power  to  control  delirium  tremens  and  watchful- 
ness m  connection  with  nervous  irritation,  anxiety  and  ex- 
haustion.   See  Humulus  Lupulus,  page  49. 

]>08e.-- Two  to  Three. 

ICagnesiay  Calcined.  Two  grains. 

PBOPEBTIE& — ^Antacid  and  laxative ;  much  used  in  dvs- 
pepsia,  sick  headache,  gout  and  other  complaints  attended 
with  sour  stomach  and  constipation. 

Dose. — ^Two  to  Five. 
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ICac&esia  and  BheL 

Rbubarb,  1  grain.  )         ^ 

Properties. — ^An  excellent  combination  in  constipation 
and  dyspepsia. 

Bofle.— -One  to  Two. 
ICerOUry,  Protiodide,    One-fourth  grain. 

PROPERTIE& — ^Has  been  given  with  eminent  success  in 
scrofula  and  syphilis,  especiaUj  when  they  occur  conjoined, 
and  is  regarded  a  superior  remedy  ir^  these  affections.  It 
should  never  be  given  in  conjunction  with  iodide  of  potas- 
iuuL  Dr.  Schedel  remarks,  '*  Of  its  good  effects,  too  much 
can  not  be  said." 

Doae. — One  to  Two. 
Mercury,  Bed.    Iodide.    One-mzteenth  grain. 

Properties. — ^Employed  in  similar  diseases  with  the  pro- 
tiodide,  in  scrofula  and  scrofulous  syphilis,  but  is  much'  more 
active.  Dr.  Fuller  of  London,  attests  its  utility  in  rheuma- 
tism dependent  on  a  syphilitic  taint ; — ^in  epilepsy  brought 
on  by  injuries  to  the  head. 

Doee. — One  to  Feur. 

••  '  < 

Merooxy,  Iodide,  and  Opii. 

oSf*^'"  {  On.  .ndone^third  grain. 

PropertisSw — ^Alterative  and  stimulant  The  advantage 
of  conjoining  opiates  with  mercury  is  to  counteract  the  ten- 
dency of  the  last  named  asent  to  irritate  the  mucous  mem- 
branes of  the  stomach  and  bowels  in  irritable  subjects. 

;   Do80.— One  to  Three. 
Morphia.!  Acetate."    One-eightk  grain. 

JPROPERTiEa — ^Anodyne  and  soporifia  Exerts  similar  ef- 
fects upon  the  system  as  the  other  salts  of  morphia,  and  some 
practitioners  give  it  the  preference.  Morphia  itself  is  the  chief 
if  not  the  exclusive  narcotic  principle  of  opium,  from  which, 
however,  it  differs  somewhat  in  its  mode  of  action. 

Dose* — One  to  Two. 
Morphia^  Stdphate,    One  thirtjr-BOCond  and  one-eighth  grain. 

Properties. — The  sulphate  of  morphia  is  applicable  to  all 
cases  when  the  object  is  to  relieve  pain,  ^uiet  restlessness, 
promote  sleep,  or  allay  nervous  irritation  m  any  shape.  It 
nas  the  anodyne,  soporific  and  diaphoretic  properties  of  opi 
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urn,  but  is  less  stimulant,  less  disposed  to  constipate  the  bow 
els,  and   less  &pt^^  leave    benind    headache,  nausea  or 
other  unpleasant  effect& 

Doae. — (^  grain)  Two  to  Four. 
Morphia, '  Valerianate.      Oae  thirty-aeooQd,  and  one-eighth  grains. 

Pboperties. — ^Morphia  neutralized  with  Valerianic  acid. 
This  salt  is  used  to  some  extent  in  nervous  diseases,  restless- 
neaa,  in  fevera,  &<^ 

Doae.— {,^  gmin)  Two  to  Four. 

Morx>hia  Compound. 

Korphia,  Sulphate,  ^  gr.     ) 

Tart  Pot  and  Ant,  ^  gr.    V  Three-fourtha  of  a  grain. 

Calomel,  J  gr.  ) 

Pboperties. — ^Tonic,  diaphoretic  and  alterative.  Employ- 
ed in  febrile  diseases^  especially  of  the  thoracic  oigan& 

Doee. — Two  to  Four. 
Nitrate  of  Silver.    One-fourth  grain. 

Prop£RTI£& — ^Tonic,  anti-spasmodic  and  sedativa  Em- 
ployed in  epilepsy-,  chorea,  angina  pectoris,  and  other  spas- 
modic affectiona  it  has  the  reputation  of  exerting  a  benencial 
ipfluence  inferior  to' no  other  remed^r  in  gastralgia,  pyrosis, 
chronic  gastritis  and  diarrhea  of  phthisia  It  possesses  a  wide 
range  ofapplication. 

Doae.— One  to  Two. 
NxiZ  Vomioa^  Sxt.    One-eighth,  and  one-half  grain. 

Propebtiis. — ^Increases  the  action  of  the  various  excreting 
organs.  Principally  used  when  there  is  want  of  nervous  en- 
ergy, in  the  treatment  of  paraplegia,  looal  paLriee,  or  of  the 
bladder,  amuarosis,  spermatorrnea,  &c. 

Doee.--^]  grain)  One  to  Twa 
Opiuni.    One  gram. 

Propsbties. — ^Narcotic  and  stimulant,  and  acts  under  dif- 
ferent circumstances  as  a  diaphoretic,  febrifuge  anicl  anti-i^)as- 
modic  • 

Doee. — One  to  Four. 

Opium  and  Aoetate  Lead. 

PROPERTIB& — ^Advantageous  in  hemorrhages,  attended 
with  great  constitutional  excitement 

Doee. — One  to  Three. 
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Opium  and  Camphor. 

Opium,  1   gr,       )  ^j^         ^^^ 
Camphor,  2  grs.  )  ® 

Propertied — Anodyne  and  sedative.  An  efifective  prep- 
paration  to  allay  pain,  and  promote  rest 

Dose. — On^  to  Two. 

Opium,  Camphor  and  TanHin. 

Opium,  i  gr.  ) 

Camphor,  1  gr,         >  Three  and  one-fourth  grains. 

Tannin,  2  grs.  ) 

PROPERTlEa — Astringent,  united  with  sedative  and  sooth- 
ing tendenciea  May  be  used  in  diabetes,  to  arrest  excessive 
perspiration,  and  in  chronic  diarj-hea  and  dysentery. 

*     Dose. — One  to  Two. 
PhytolaCCin.    One-half  grain. 

Properties. — Extolled  as  an  alterative  in  svphilitic,  scrof- 
ulous, rheumatic  and  cutaneous  diseases,  oee  Phytolacca 
Decandra,  page  71. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 
Podophyllum,  Ext.    (Mandrake.)    One  gram. 

PropertijSw — Hydragogue  and  deobstruent,  and  in  small 
doses  alterative.  Valuable  in  many  chronic  complaints. 
Will  often  break  up  bilious  and  typhoid  febrile  diseases,  if 
administered  in  sui&cient  quantities  in  the  early  stages  of 
these  complainta    See  Podophyllum  Peltatum,  page  74. 

.   Dofle.--Three  to  Bight 
Podophyllin.    One-hal^  and  one  grain. 

PROPERTisa — A  popular  and  active  purgative.  Remark- 
ablv  small  doses  will  affect  some  persons,  producing  prompt 
ana  abundant  evacuationa  To  ensure  its  action  on  an  acid 
stomach,  alkalies  should  previously  be  administered  to  neu- 
tralize the  acid.    See  Podophyllum  Peltatum,  page  74. 

I^<*6' — (i  grain)  One  to  Two.  . 

Podophyllin  Compound. 

Podophyllin,  J^  gr.,  J 

Ext  Hyoscyamus,  \  gr.,  >  One  grain. 

"     Nux  Vomica,  tSr  £^'  / 

Properties. — Reliable  purgative,  acting  on  the  bowels 
promptly,  and  unattended  oy  the  disagreeable  sequelsB  which 
generally  follow  the  administration  of  cathartic  medicinea 
Too  much  can  not  be  said  in  favor  of  this  combination. 

Dose. — One  to  two. 
9  ' 
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Podophyllin  and  Blue  Pill. 

Podophyllin,  i  gr.,      )  --        ^. 
Blue  Pill,   2i  gr:,       f  ^^^  «'*^®- 

Properties. — An  excellent  alterative  and  cholagogue. 
co^lbination. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 
Poppy,  Ext.    Two  grains. 

PROPERTiEa — ^Possesses  properties  analogoua  to  opium, 
but  in  an  inferior  degree.  See  Papaver  Somniferum,  page 
70. 

Dose. — ^Two  to  Four, 

Potass.,  Tartrate  of  and*  Iron.   Two  grains. 

Propertied — Combines  the  cooling  purgative  qualities  of 
the  tartrate,  with  the  tonic  properties  of  the  iron- 
Dose. — ^Two  to  Four. 

Potass.,  Iodide.    Two  grains. 

Properties. — Useful  in  scrofiilous  affections,  and  is  one 
of  the  best  alterative  remedies  in  mercurio-syphilitic  sore 
throat 

Dose. — One  to  Five. 
Potass.,  Bromide.    One  grain. 

Propertied — Cases  of  enlarged  spleen  and  liver,  swelling 
of  the  lymphatic  glands,  hypertropny  of  the  heart,  seoonc 
ary  sypmlis  and  epilepsy  have  been  treated  successfully  by 
this  preparation.  It  is  considered  a  very  superior  antaphro- 
disiac 

Dose.— Three  to  Six 
Qtdnine,   Sulphate.    One-fourth,  one,  two,  and  three  grains 

.  Properties. — ^Produces  upon  the  svstem,  so  far  as  can  be 
judged  from  observation,  the  same  effects  as  Peruvian  bark, 
without  being  so  apt  to  nauseate  and  oppress  the  stomacL 
It  has  the  advantage  over  that  remedy,  not  only  that  it  is 
more  easily  administered  in  large  doses,  and  more  readily  re- 
tained by.  the  stomach,  but  that,  in  cases  which  require  an 
impression  to  be  made  through  the  rectum  or  the  slan,  it  is 
much  more  effectual ;  because  from  the  smallness  of  the 
bulk,  it  is  more  readily  retained  in  the  former  case,  alid  more 
speedily  absorbed  in  tne  latter. 

Dose. — p  grain-]  One  to  Six. 
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QTiinine   CompoTind. 

Qumine,  Sulphate,  1  gr., 

Iron,  by  Hydrogen,  1  gr.,  }•  Two  and  one-thirty-aeoond  grains. 

Arsenious  Add,  1-32  gr. 

PROPERTIE& — A  useful  preparation  in  all  diseases  attend- 
ed with  symptoms  of  periodicity. 

Dose. — One  to  Three. 


I 


QTiinine,  Sulphate  and  Ezt.  Belladonna. 

b2S1!?^^E^^  igr.,  }  One  and  a  half-grains. 

PBOPERTiEa — ^These  pills  appear  to  be  indicated  in  cases 
of  great  prostration,  complicated  with  nervous  irritation, 
generally  where  it  is  desired  to  obtain  the  combined  in- 
fluence of  an  anodyne,  or  cabnative  and  tonic. 

Dose. — One  to  Four. 

Quinine  Sulphate  and  Iron. 

Quinine,  1  gr.,  )  ^j.      ^ 

Iron,  by  Hydrogen,  1  gr.       f  ^^^  ^^"^ 

PROPERTiEa — ^Tonic  and  chalybeate.  Beneficial  in  weak 
conditions  dependent  on  a  deficiency  of  red  blood  corpus- 
cles. 

Dose. — One  to  Four. 

Quinine  Sulphate  Iron  and  Strychnia. 

Quinine,  1  gr.  ^ 

Iron,  Garb.,  Valiet's,  2  gra.     >  Three  and  one-aiztieth  grains. 

Strychnia  Sulph.,  1-60  gr.,      ) 

PROPERTiEa — Blood  restorative,  tonic  and  nervine  stimu- 
lant A  convenient  mode  of  administering  in  combination, 
quinine,  Vallet's  preparatiou  and  strychnia.  May  be  employ- 
ed in  atonic  dyspepsia,  in  some  types  of  paralysis,  cnorea 
and  amenorrhea. 

Dose.— One  to  Two. 

« 

Quinine,   Valerianate.   One-half  grain. 

Propertied — Anti-periodic  and  anti-spasmodic.  Pro£  L 
G.  Jones  extravagantly  lauds  it  in  hemicrania,  in  febrile  and 
and  other  disorders,  to  control  restlessness,  wake^lness,  and 
nervous  irritability.  Particularlv  useful  in  intermittent 
neuralgia  Claimed  to  produce  less  nervous  disorder  than 
the  sulphate.  • 

Dose. — One  to  Three, 
Quassia,   Ezt.    One  grain. 

Propertied — Stomachic,  tonic  and  febrifuga     It  posses- 
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ses  advantages  over  most  other  vegetable  tonics,  in  that 
it  does  not  produce  constipation,  increase  of  animal  or  arte- 
rial excitement     See  Simaruba  Excelsa,  page  89. 

Dose. — Three  to  Five. 
Rhei,     Ext.     One  grain. 

Properties. — Rhubarb  is  cathartic  and  astringent  Is 
much  used  as  a  laxative  for  infants.  In  small  doses  it  ap- 
pears to  invigorate  the  powers  of  digestion.  Rhubarb  claims 
the  preference  to  all  other  medicines  in  cases  where  the  stom- 
ach is  enfeebled  or  the  bowels  relaxed,  and  at  the  same  time 
a  gentle  cathartic  is  required.  See  Bheum  Palmatum, 
^page  80. 

Dose. — Two  to  Six. 
Rhei     PiL  Rhei,  U.  S.  F. 

K?"^'         (Four  grains. 

Propertied — Valuable  in  habitual  constipation.     Soap 
appears  to  counteract  the  astringent  effects  of  rhubarb. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 

Bhel,  Ext.  Compound,   Pf  itkei  Ocn^poHu.  r.  s.  P. 

Rhei,  Ext,  2  grs.,  \ 

M^h  ^Im^'         \  ^^^  ^^  one-half  grams. 
Oil  Peppermint,       ) 

Properties. — Warm,  tonic,  laxative.    Useful  in  costive- 
ness,  with  debility  of  the  stomach. 

Dose. — Two  to  Piva 


Rhei  Ext.  and  Blue  Pill. 

Rhei,  Ext,  ) 

Blue  Pill,  V  Four  graans. 

Soda,  Carbonate,        ) 

PROPERTiEa — Alterative,  cholagogue  and  slightly  laxa- 
.tive. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 


Rhei  and   Iron.    Three  grains. 

Properties. — Combines  the  properties  of  a  superior  tonic 
and  laxative ;  and  is  well  adapted  to  those  conditions  in 
which  there  is  loss  of  appetite  and  strength  complicated  with 
constipation,  or  even  a  relaxed  state  of  the  bowels  requiring 
a  gentle  cathartic. 

Doee.— Two  to  Three. 
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Rheumatic. 

Ext  0olo<77ith,  Gompoundf  1^  grs.,  \ 

"    Colchici  Acet.,  1  gr.,  (mi, ^  j>  •  *.!. 

"    Hyoecgrami,  i  gr.,  f  ^^^  *°^  ''''^"'"'*^  ^^™^ 

Calomel,  i  gr.,  ) 

Properties. — An  admirable  compound  pill  for  rheumatic 
affections.  If  ffiven  in  the  early  stages,  it  will  often  check 
the  progress  of  this  disease  and  avert  its  painfiil  adherents. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 
SaJltonin.    One-half  grain. 

Propertied — ^The  exclusive  anthelmintic  principle  of 
A.  Santonica  Has  been  widely  used  in  Europe  for  its  ver- 
mifuge properties. 

Dr.  Wanng  says,  "In  cases  of  ascarides  lumbricoides, 
santonin  is  invaluable.  Its  efficacy  has  been  attested  by  all 
who  have  recorded  their  experience  in  its  use.  My  own  ex- 
perience with  it,  which  has  been  very  extensive,  has  been 
most  satisfiwtory."  An  aperient  is  advised  a  few  hours  after 
the  last  dose  of  Santonin.  Dr.  Chipperfield  says  there  should 
be  an  interim  of  eight  hours  between  the  doses,  and  not  more 
than  three  doses  should  be  administered  in  succession,  nor 
should  it  be  re-employed  within  an  interval  of  two  or  three 
days. 

Dr.  Waring  still  further  remarks:  "In  chorea,  epilepsy, 
hysteria,  and  in  many  nervous  and  convulsive  affections  m 
women  and  children,  santonin,  in  my  practice,  has  very  Irp- 
quently  disclosed  the  unsuspected  cause  of  the  affection,  viz., 
worms." 

Dose. — ^Two  to  Four. 
pfLTi^rnJTifl.'Hii.j    Ezt.     (Bioodroot)    One-half-grain. 

Properties. — In  small  doses  it  stimulates  the  digestive 
organs,  and  increases  the  action  of  the  heart  and  arteries, 
while  a  free  use  produces  a  sedative  influence  on  the  heart 
ELas  been  found  usefril  in  torpid  conditions  bf  the  liver,  in 
scrofulous  pneumonia,  rheumatism,  jaundice,  &c.  See  San- 
guinaria  Canadensis,  page  84 

Doee. — One  to  Five. 
gf^T^gnlna^rln      One-half|  and  one  grain. 

Properties^ — Same  as  blood  root 

Dose. — (^  grain)  One  to  Four;  (1  grain)  One  to  Two. 
Sarsaparilla,    Ext.    Three  grains. 

Properties. — ^One  of  the  most  highly  useful  alteratives  in 
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the  materia  medica.     Unless  properly  prepared  it  will  prove 
inert 

Dose. — ^Two  to  Five. 
Savin.    One  grain. 

Properties. — Emmenagogue  and  ecbolic.  Savin  operates 
actively  on  the  uterine  systenu  Caution  is  demanded  in  its 
exhibition.     See  Juniperus  Sabina,  page  66. 

•        

Dose. — One  to  Five. 
Senna,   Ext.    Two  grains. 

Properties. — A  reliable  and  convenient  cathartic.  Indi- 
cated in  all  conditions,  when  the  object  is  to  produce  a  slight 
impression  on  the  bowels.     See  Cassia  Acutiiolia,  page  18. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 
Soap  and  Opium.    PH  Saponis  CompoeUa.     U.  S.  P,    Three  grains. 

PROPERTiEa — A  convenient  form  for  administering  opium 
in  small  quantities. 

Doee. — One  to  Three. 
Soda,    Bi-Carbonate.    Pour  grains. 

Propertied — This  salt  has  the  general  medical  properties 
of  the  carbonate,  but  is  less  irritating.  It  is  often  reported  to 
in  calculous  cases,  characterized  by  excess  of  uric  acid.  It 
has  been  given  in  infantile  croup,  with  apparent  advantage 
in  promoting  the  expulsion  of  the  false  membrane.  Dr.  Le- 
mam  has  proposed  it  as  an  antiphlogistic  remed;  in  the  treat- 
ment of  pneumonia,  croup,  and  membranous  anrina,  suppos- 
ing it  to  act  on  the  principle  of  removing  from  the  blooa  the 
excess  of  fibrine,  which  exists  in  that  liquid  in  inflammation. 
According  to  M.  Jeaunel,  the  use  of  bicarbonate  of  Soda  les- 
sens the  sugar  in  the  urine  of  diabetic  patients. 

Dose. — ^Two  to  Five. 
Squill  Compound.    Pit-  SdOa  Cknnponk^     U.  8.  P,    Three  grains. 

PROPERTiEa— r- Applicable  to  the  treatment  of  chronic  affec- 
tions of  the  bronchial  membrane. 

Dose.— Two  to  Three. 
Stillingin.    One  grain. 

PROPERTiEa — Exerts  an  influence  over  the  secreting  func- 
tions unsurpassed  by  any  other  known  alterative.  Has  al- 
most a  specific  action  in  syphilitic  affections,  and  is  a  remedy 
of  much  importance  in  scrofiilous,  hepatic  and  cutaneous  dis- 
eases. 

Dose. — ^Two  to  Five. 
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Strychnia.    One  forty-eighth,  one  thirty-second,  and  one-sixteenth  grain. 

PROPERTiEa — Strychnia  is  used  in  hemiplema,  paraplegia, 
partial  paralysis  of  particular  joints  or  muscles,  and  of  the 
bladder.  It  has  likewise  been  used  in  neuralgia,  epilepsy, 
a^e,  amenorrhea,  dysentery,  rheumatism,  syphflitic  osteoco- 
pi  and  obstinate  constipation.  Dr.  Pereira  has  seen  it  service- 
able in  that  shaking  or  trembling  action  of  the  muscles,  which 
is  produced  by  habitual  constipation.  In  asthma  it  has  been 
prescribed  in  very  minute  doses.  It  has  also  proved  success- 
ral  in  tic-douloureux,  and  in  nervotls  headaches,  in  dyspep- 
sia, chorea,  catalepsy,  gleet  and  diabetes. 

Dose. — Q^  grain)  One  to  Two. 
StraJAOniuxn,    Szt.     One-half,  and  one  grain. 

Properties. — Anodyne,  antispasmodic ;  will  prove  usefiil 
in  those  cases  where  opium  is  indicated  but  interdicted  by 
some  idiosyncrasy  of  constitution. 

Dose.^^  grain)  One  to  Two. 
Tartar   EmetiO.    One-fourth  grain. 

Properties. — One-fourth  grain  repeated  every  two  or 
three  hours  produces  nausea  and  diapnoresis,  for  which  pur- 
pose it  is  used  in  febrile  and  inflammatory  diseases,  especially 
of  the  thoracic  organs.  Employed  as  an  emetic  at  the  com- 
mencement of  fevers,  especially  those  of  an  intermittent  and 
bilious  character ;  in  jaundice,  whooping-cough  and  croup ; 
and  in  several  diseases  of  the  nervous  system,  such  as  mania, 
amaurosis,  tic-douloureux,  &c. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 
Taxaxacum,    Ext.    Three  grains. 

Propertied — An  excellent  remedy  to  remove  torpor  and 
engorgement  of  the  liver.  One  of  the  most  valuable  prop- 
erties of  dandelion  consists  in  its  local  action  on  the  liver:  a 
torpid  state  of  this  organ  produces  those  symptoms  which 
are  known  as  bilious. 

A  disordered  state  of  the  liver  is  intimately  related  to  that 
most  common  of  all  diseases,  dyspepsia.  The  bile,  which  is 
nature's  stimulus  in  promoting  peristaltic  action  of  the  bow- 
els, is  increased  when  deticient,  and  improved  when  vitiated; 
various  medical  authors  mention  its  use  and  success  in  de- 
ranged conditions  of  the  digestive  organs  connected  with  an 
abnormal  state  oi'  the  liver,  and  in  dropsical  eflfusions  arising 
from  the  same  cause. 

A  peculiar  nervous  susceptibilitv  common  among  dyspep- 
tics, caused  by  the  action  of  unhealthy  acrid  bile  upon  the  ir- 
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•  ritable  mucous  sur&ce  of  the  bowels,  in  which  a  variety  of 
distressing  apprehensions  occur,  such  as  sudden  death,  ap- 
proaching illness,  or  of  great  personal  danger,  together  with 
an  utter  inability  of  fixing  the  attention  upon  any  subject,  or 
engaging  in  any  thing  that  demands  exertion,  may  be  reUev- 
ed  or  entirely  cured  by  a  faithful  use  of  the  extract  Its  use 
in  jaundice  has  been  highly  extolled  hj  many  writers  of  estab- 
lished reputation,  and  its  use  is  sustained  by  the  experience 
of  physicians  of  the  present  day.     As  an  aperient,  it  acts 

fently  and  without  weakening  the  system.  In  promoting 
ealthy  secretions,  and  restoring  the  various  functions  of  the 
system  to  a  state  of  health  and  vigor,  it  is  unsurpassed  by 
any  other  medicinal  agent  See  Taraxacum  Dens-Leonis, 
page  99. 

Dose. — Three  to  Six. 
Tannin.     One  grain. 

Properties. — "  Tannin  is  a  useful  remedy  in  most  forms 
of  hemorrhage,  after  a  sufiicient  reduction  of  arterial  action  by 
depletory  measures.  In  diarrhea,  it  is  probably  more  benen- 
cial  than  ordinary  astringents,  as  less  liable  to  irritate  the 
ston^ach  and  bowela  It  has  been  found  beneficial  in  coUi- 
quauve  sweats,  in  cases  of  chronic  catarrh  with  excessive  and 
debilitating  expectoration,  in  the  advanced  stages  of  •  whoop- 
ing-cough and  cystirrhea." 

Dose. — ^Two  tp  Four. 

Triplex. 

Aloes,  Ext.,  two  parts,  ) 
Podophjllin,  >  Three  grains. 

Blue  Mass,  aa  1  part    ) 

Properties. — Potent  antibilious  combination.  The  most 
satisfectory  results  follow  its  administration  in  the  incipient 
stages  of  fevers. 

Dose. — ^Two  to  Four. 
Qva    Ursi,    Ext.     Two  grains. 

PROPERTiEa — The  assertions  in  regard  to  the  properties  of 
this  plant  are  contradictory.  By  some  it  is  claim^  to  have 
a  special  direction  to  the  urinary  organs,  while  by  others  its 
peculiar  effects  are  ascribed  to  its  astringent  and  tonic  pow- 
ers. But  whatever  may  be  its  properties  or  its  mode  of  action, 
it  is  undoubtedly  useful  in  chronic  diarrhea,  dysenterv,  men- 
orrhagia,  diabetes,  in  chronic  aff'ections  of  the  bladaer  and 
urinary  appaiatus,  chronic  gonorrhea,  stran^ry,  fluor  albus, 
&c     ]!t  is  also  thought  to  be  highly  antilithic.     The  pills 
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may  be  administered  two  or  three  times  a  day.     See  Arctos- 
taphylos  Uva  Ursi,  page  6. 

Dose. — One  to  Seven. 
Valerian,  Ext.     Two  grains. 

PROPERTiEa — Stimulant  tonic  and  anti-spasmodic.  Dr. 
Waring  says,  **  It  ranks  in  efficacy  next  to  assafoetida,  and 
is  said  to  be  a  useful  adjunct  to  cinchona  in  intermittents." 
This  agent  has  proved  eminently  useful  in  hysterical  head- 
aches, hysteria,  mania,  melancholia  and  in  some  types  of  de- 
lirium tremens.     See  Valeriana  Officinalis,  page  101. 

Dose. — One  to  Five. 

Valerianate  of  Ammonia.   One  grain. 

Properties. — Pills  of  this  salt  are  highly  commended  in 
nervous  irritability,  epilepsy,  chorea,  headache  and  neuralgia. 

Dose. — Two  to  Six. 

Valerianate  of  Iron.   One  grain. 

Properties. — See  Iron,  Valerianate. 

Dose — One  to  Two. 

Valerianate  of  Morphia.   One-eighth  grain. 

Properties. — See  Morphia,  Valerianate. 

Dose — Two  to  Four. 

y alerianate  of  Quinia.   One-haif  grain. 

Properties. — See  Quinine,  Valerianate. 

Dose — One  to  Three. 

Valerianate  ot  Zinc.   One  grain. 

Properties. — An  important  and  efficient  remedy  in  neu- 
ralgia, nervous  headache,  hysteria  and  other 'painful  diseases 
which  have  their  origin  in  nervous  derangements. 

Dose. — One. 
Veratria.    One  thirty-second  part  of  a  grain. 

Properties. — Has  been  employed  chiefly  in  gout,  rheum- 
atism and  neuralgia ;  also  in  vanous  nervous  affections,  as 
paralysis,  whooping-cough,  epilepsy,  hysteria,  and  disorders 
dependent  upon  spinal  irritation.    See  Veratrum,  page  102. 

Dose. — One  to  Three. 

.^_  ' 

'Veratrum  Viride.    One-fourth,  and  one-half  gram. 

Properties. — Prof.  Tully  regards  veratrum  eminently  effi- 
cacious in  the  manageinent  of  gout,  rheumatism,  much  supe- 
rior to  colchicum.  i)r.  TurnbuU  has  found  it  useful  also  in 
diseases  of  the  heart,  particularly  those  of  a  ftmctional  char- 
acter. It  has  been  most  efficacious  in  nervous  diseases,  such 
as  neuralgia,  prosopalgia  and  ischiaa  Ebers  found  advan- 
tage from  its  use  in  chorea,  hypochondriasis  and  hysteria. 
M.  Pi^dagnel  affirms  that  he  succeeded  in  curing  acute  artic- 
ular rheumatism  by  it  in  seven  or  eight  days.  See  Veratrum 
Viride,  page  101. 

Dose. — ft  grain)  One  to  Two. 
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Acid,  Carbolic. 

Crystals^  Pure  and  Solution. 

Carbolic  acid  is  an  escharotic  stimulant,  rubefacient  and  anti- 
septic. It  possesses  very  important  disinfecting  deodorizing,  and 
antiseptic  powers.  Its  specmc  action  upon  all  organic  and  inor- 
ganic matter  preserves  it  from  putrefaction  and  decay.  In  addition 
to  these  properties  it  acts  when  locally  applied,  as  an  escharotic,. 
or  diluted,  as  a  stimulant;  when  given  mtemally  it  resembles^ 
Creasote  in  its  power  of  allaying  several  forms  of  vomiting  and 
gastric  irritability.  Dr.  Q-odfrey  found  benefit  from  its  use  in 
vomiting  in  pregnancy  flatulency  of  old  age,  diarrhoea,  putrid  dis- 
charges from  the  mouth,  throat,  ears,  rectum  and  vagma.  It  is 
used  as  a  gargle  in  stomatitis,  aphthae,  diphtheria  and  ulcerated  sore 
throat,  as  a  wash  in  ill-conditioned  ulcers,  sloughing  wounds,  can- 
cerous ulcerations,  fetid  perspiration  of  feet,  or  as  a  disinfectant 
for  faecal  mater,  contagion  of  sick  room,  cesspools,  &a  This  acid 
appHed  to  hemorrhoid,  is  said  to  congeal  the  contents  of  the  sac, 
and  finally  to  corrugate  and  obliterate  it  entirelv.  Used  in  the 
form  of  an  ointment  or  strongsolution,  it  speedily  cures  scabies^ 
and  destroys  psora  insects,  pediculi  of  every  type. 

In  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal^  vol.  69,  may  b^ 
found  a  commimication  taken  from  the  London  Lancet^  in  which 
the  therapeutic  properties  of  carbolic  acid  are  ably  defended  by 
Grace  Calvert,  P.  H.  D.,  F.  R  S.  He  quotes  extensively  from  Thom- 
as Turner,  an  wninent  British  surgeon,  regarding  its  superior  vir- 
tues  in  diphtheria,  ulcers,  fistulae  and  hemorrhoida  A  mixture  is 
advised  by  Dr.  Turner,  of  two  drams  of  pure  solution  carbolic 
acid  in  one  dram  of  liquor  potassae  and  half  a  pint  of  water,  in 
cases  where  it  is  desirable  to  employ  the  acid  in  a  less  diluted  state 
than  the  aqueous  solution,  and  yet  not  in  its  full  strength  as  a  cans- 
tia  Dr.  0.  gave  it  very  successftiUy  in  one  or  two  cases  of  intes- 
tinal worms,  in  doses  of  a  teaspoonfal  of  the  aqeous  solution  in  a 
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tumbler  of  water,  mominff  and  evening.  He  calls  attention  to'  a 
severe  case  of  sloughing  wnich  was  checked  by  an  external  appli- 
cation of  the  acid,  and  cites  authority  to  prove  its  ability  to  promote 
granulation  and  hasten  the  healing  of  the  woxmds. 

The  saturated  solution  contains  5  ^  of  the  salt  to  one  gallon  of 
water. 

Dose,  one  drop  of  the  deliquesced  ucid  largely  diluted  in  water, 
or  in  the  form  of  pill,  may  be  given. 

Acid,  Chromic. 

Chromic  acid  is  a  powerful  caustic.  It  is  much  used  as  an  es- 
charotic  in  syphilitic  vegetations,  in  ulcerations,  condylomata, 
warts  and  morbid  growths, .  Dr.  Heller  and  others  attest  its  effica- 
cy where  a  deeply  penetrating,  gradual  caustic  is  indicated.  Dr. 
Maiishall  found  it  effective  for  removing  warts  and  other  morbid 
growths  from  the  genital  organs.  It  is  also  used  for  obliterating 
external  hemorrhoids.  It  is  said  to  be  less  painful  than  other 
caustics ;  acts  as  a  rapid  solvent  of  organic  matter. 

The  utility  of  chromic  acid  in  syphilitic  vegetations  is  attested  by 
Mr.  Hairon,  {Annales  Oculistique).  He  asserts  he  has  employea 
it  with  marked  success,  and  also  recommends  it  for  certain  forms 
of  granidar  eyelid.  "However,"  says  the  Annales  Occuli&tiqv^ 
"  its  application,  whether  to  these  syphilitic  vegetations  or  to  fun- 
gous granulations  of  the  conjunctiva,  is  never  attended  with  pain 
or  reaction,  notwithstanding  the  rapid  destruction  of  tissue  that 
lakes  place." 

Aloin. 

This  substance  is  the  active  principle  of  aloea  It  has  been  found 
to  operate  invariably  as  a  cathartic,  in  the  dose  of  one  or  two 
grains,  and  occasionally,  in  that  of  a  half  grain. 


Ammonia. 

The  salts  of  ammonia  constitute  some  of  the  most  .valuable 
agents  in  the  materia  medica,  and  are  applicable  in  the  treatment 
of  a  variety  of  diseases.  Many  of  them  are  classed  among  our 
most  reliable  alteratives,  others  as  stimulants,  all  possessing,  in  a 
high  degree,  antacid,  anti-spasmodic  and  alexipharmic  properties. 
According  to  Dr.  B.  W.  Richardson,  the  blood  contains  ammonia 
as  a  normal  constituent,  and  the  coagulation  ot  the  blood  depends 
on  the  evolution  of  this  principla  Dr.  0.  Ward  claims  they  have 
the  power  of  dissolving  the  blood  corpuscles,  and  the  protem  tex- 
tures generally ;  and  "  while  their  primary  action  is  stimulant,  their 
remote  operation  is  sedative,  resolvent  and  attenuant,  implying  the 
power  of  carrying  the  products  of  inflammation  out  of  the  system 
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According  to  the  theory  of  Dr.  Richardson,  a  superalkaline  state 
of  the  blood,  as  observed  in  diseases  of  a  typhoid  type  and  sup- 
pressed action  of  the  kidneys,  contra-indicates  the  use  oi  this  agent 
br.  Waring  remarks  as  follows  on  the  utilitrv'  of  ammonia :  "it  is 
most  useful  in  all  cases  when  the  fluidity  of  the  blood  and  plastic 
tissues  are  required ;  in  all  cases  of  the  inflanmiatory  type  when 
fibrin  is  in  excess,  and  when  there  is  rapid  oxidation ;  m  cases  of 
induration  of  the  tissues ;  and  it  may  be  given  as  the  other  alka- 
lies, when  acidity  of  the  secretions  is  a  prominent  symptom,  as  in 
acute  rheumatism. 

"  Salts  of  ammonia,  with  a  vegetable  acid,  such  as  the  citrate  or 
nitrate,  exert  no  influences  in  producing  an  alterative  condition  of 
the  urine.  The  ammonia  is  either  oxidized  and  converted  into 
nitric  acid,  or  more  probably  eliminated  by  the  skin  and  mucous 
membranes.     It  does  not  pass  throug;h  the  renal  oi^eans." 

The  vapor  of  ammonia  is  a  nervine  stimulant,  tne  efficiency  of 
which  is  best  seen  in  syncope,  and  is  also  beneficial  in  the  incipi- 
ent stages  of  coryza,  tonsillitis,  and  even  pulmonary  catarrk  Ex- 
ternally ammonia  is  useful  as  a  counter-irritant,  and  the  ammonia- 
ted  liniment  may  be  beneficially  applied  to  relieve  fi-ost-bite.  Am- 
monia is  the  basis  of  the  following  preparations : 

Ammonia,  Aqua  Tortior. 

The    gas  constitutes   26  per  cent  of  the  solution.     This  pre- 

{)aration  of  ammonia  is  too  strong  for  medicinal  use  in  its  undi- 
uted  state.  Its  principal  employment  is  externally  as  an  rubefa- 
cient, vesicant,  and  caustic.  Applicable  in  the  arts  to  photogra- 
phy, &c. 

Ammonia,  Elixir  of  Valerianate  o£ 

Valerianate  of  ammonia  is  a  powerful  nervine  stimulant  and 
anti-spasmodic.  Its  efficacy  in  neuralgia  has  been  attested  by 
several  writers.  M.  D&jlat,  of  Paris,  first  called  the  attention  of 
the  profession  to  the  use  of  this  agent  in  neuralgia,  and  what  his 
experience  demonstrated  concerning  its  curative  influence  in  this 
disorder,  has  since  been  confirmed  by  abundant  authority.  Dr. 
O'Connor  recorded  several  cases  illustrative  of  its  ^bly  beneficial 
effects  in  this  disordered  state  of  the  nerves,  nme  Lancet  of 
1862  refers  to  its  favorable  emplo3rment  in  diseases  of  a  similar 
character.  Stills  adds :  "  M.  D6clat  has  published  an  account  of 
the  efficacy  of  valerianate  of  ammonia  in  facial  neuralgia,  which  had 
for  years  resisted  every  other  known  treatment,  both  local  and 
general." 
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Over  simple,  so-called,  nervous  headaches,  it  is  said  to  exercise 
more  control  than  any  other  remedy. 

Its  popularity  and  efficiency  in  neuralgia  suggested  its  employ- 
ment in  some  types  of  chorea,  epilepsy,  hysteria,  nervous  irritabil- 
ity, and  in  allied  affections ;  ana  in  these  diseases  it  has  acquired 
a  wide  and  merited  celebiity,  seldom  disapointing  expectations. 
Its  influence  over  epilepsy  deserves  more  than  passing  attention,  for 
many  cases  could  be  cited  where  epileptics  received  great  benefit 
from  its  use. 

In  neuralgic  paroxysms,  supervening  intense  choroiditis,  when 
the- system  has  been  reduced  by  depletion  and  low  diet,  it  has 
been  known  to  give  relief,  produce  tranquil  sleep,  and  improve  the 
appetite,  and  that  too  when  sulphate  of  quinine  seemed  merely  to 
exasperate  the  pain. 

The  elixir  presents  the  preparation  in  a  pleasant  and  agreeable 
form  of  administration,  without  materially  altering  the  ettects  of 
these  agt-nt^  when  crudely  combined.  It  may  be  said  to  possess 
all  the  medicinal  utility  of  Pierlot's  Solution  of  Valerianate  of 
Ammonia,  without  being  open  to  the  objection  of  being  so  disa- 
greeable both  in  taste  and  odor,  an  objection  of  no  little  consid- 
eration with  the  physician,  contending,  as  he  often  must  in  diseases^ 
with  stomachs  easily  revolted  by  anything  bordering  on  the 
oifensive  in  medicine,  an  objection  too,  which  has  thrown  many  a 
valuable  instrument  to  combat  disease  into  practical  disuse. 

Ever  since  the  valeriaoate  of  ammonia  became  introduced  into 
medicine,  and  its  utility  fairly  established,  the  profesision  has  called 
for  some  form  of  exhibition  t(«  mdsque  its  offeusiveness,  which 
demand  is  satisfied  in  the  elixir,  without  materially  altering  its 
efficacy. 

Another  agreeable  mode  of  administration  is  in  the  form  of 
pills  coated  so  as  conceal  all  disagreeable  odor. 

Each  fluid  diam  contains  two  giains  ol  tl  e  tfalt 

Dose,  one-half  to  one  fluid  drain. 


Ammonia  and  Quinia,  Elixir  of  Valerianate  o£ 

This  preparation  contains  the  nervine  stimulant  and  anti-spas- 
modic properties  of  valerianate  ot  ammonia  together  with  the  anti- 
periodic  virtues  of  valerianate  of  quinia.  The  former  is  eminently 
applicable  in  neuralgia,  hysteria,  epilepsy,  and  kindred  affections, 
and  has  received  high  encomiums  for  its  promptness  of  action  in 
controlling  .this  class  of  disorders.  The  valerianate  of  quinia  is 
tonic,  febrifuge  and  sedative,  and  is  pronounced  by  some  to  be  a 
more  powerful  anti -periodic  than  the  sulphate,  even  when  given 
in  smaller  doses,  to  act  more  kindly,  and  not  liable  to  occasion 
the  same  neuropathic  phenomena.  It  has  been  employed  with 
signal  success  in  intermittent  or  remittent  fever,  and  here  observ- 
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ed  to  give  at  least  temporary  relief  after  the  sulphate  of  quinia 
had  proved  abortive  and  f»ome  of  the  most  vaunted  remedies, 
useless. 

By  this  combination  we  have  an  agent  whose  therapeutical  in- 
fluence is  that  both  of  a  well  known  and  highly  eflBicient  nervine 
stimulant,  anti  spasmodic  and  anti-periodic. 

This  elixir  may  be  used  in  debility  attended  with  nervous  dis- 
orders, intermittent  neuralgia,  hemicrania,  and  in  febrile  or  other 
diseases,  to  remove  restlessness,  wakefulness,  and  nervous  irrita- 
bility. 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  two  grains  of  valerianate  of  ammonia 
and  one  fourth  grain  of  valerianate  of  quinia. 

Dose,  one-han  to  one  dram  repeated  several  times  a  day,  accord- 
ing to  indications. 

Ammonia  and  Strychnia,  Elixir  of  Valerianate  o£ 

Neurotic  tonic  and  stimulant  The  medicines  which  enter  into 
this  combination  are  severally  potent  and  multiform  in  their  ac- 
tion, and  individually  have  lieen  extensively  used  in  the  multi&r 
rious  forms  in  which  the  neuroses  are  developed,  and  with  so  uni- 
formly gratifying  results,  as  to  give  them  a  very  wide  celebrity  in 
combating  nervous  maladies  and  their  concomitant  svmptoms,  and 
in  the  combined  state  are  said  to  possess  marveUous  virtues. 
The  most  unpleasant,  annoying  and  painful  nervous  complaints 
are  oftentimes  traced  directly  to  atony  of  the  gastric-secretory 
glands  and  impairment  of  tne  entire  digestive  apparatus.  This 
elixir  is  recommended  for  such  morbid  states.  It  not  only  tempo- 
rarily reduces  excitability,  pacifies  the  nerves  which  give  rise  to 
the  multitude  of  sympathetic  pains,  but  promotes  integrity  of  ac- 
tion and  imparts  tone  to  the  nerves  which  controls  the  functions 
of  the  primoe  vice,  where  resides  the  primary  cause  of  the  disorder, 
and  thus  efiects  a  permanent  cura 

In  hysterical  affections,  sleeplessness,  sick-headache,  flushes  of 
heat  in  the  face,  burning  of  the  nands,  inability  to  fix  the  attention 
long  on  any  particular  subject,  and  in  the  distressing  and  often 
intractable  symptoms  of  dyspepsia,  it  will  prove  of  much  service. 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  two  grains  of  valerianate  of  ammonia 
and  one-sixteenth  grain  of  valerianate  of  strychnia. 

Dose,  one-half  to  one  dram,  repeated  as  often  as  indications 
require. 

Ammonia,  Hypophosphite  o£ 

Stimulant  tonic.  It  is  one  of  the  agents  recommended  in  the 
treatment  of  pulmonary  tuberculosia  The  employment  of  this 
remedy  is  inaicated  in  that  class  of  maladies  characterized  by  a 
want  of  nervous  tone  and  integrity,  and  in  some  types  of  mental 
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aberrance  and  defective  osseous  formation.     In  most  cases  of  lan- 
guor and  debility,  restlessness  and  spasmodic  action  of  the  mus- 
cles associated  with  atony  of  the  nervous  system,  much  benefit 
may  be  expected  from  it 
Dose,  ten  to  thirty  grains. 

Ammonia,  Oxalate  o£ 

The  Oxalate  will  admit  of  quite  an  extensive  range  in  its  ap- 
plication. In  some  stages  of  typhoid  fever,  when  a  mild  alterative 
would  appear  indicated,  this  agent  will  be  found  useful  It  may 
be  employed  in  most  diseases  of  atony  with  a  prospect  of  succesa 
It  has  acquired  some  reputation  in  eruptive  fevers,  such  as  scarla- 
tina and  rubeola.  It  is  said  to  be  useful  in  leucorrhea,  gleet 
chronic  sore  throat,  &c 

Ammonia,  Phosphate  o£ 

The  phosphate  of  ammonia  was  introduced  into  medicine  bv 
Dr.  Buckler  of  Baltimore,  in  the  year  1846,  as  an  agent  of  much 
value  to  combat  gout  and  rheumatism. 

His  theory  was  that  it  decomposes  the  insoluble  urate  of  soda, 
which  is  the  probable  basis  of  gouty  and  rheumatic  concretions, 
and  leads  to  the  formation  of  two  soluble  salts,  phosphate  of  soda 
and  urate  of  anunonia*  which  may  be  readily  elimmated  by  the 
secretions.  Stills  remarks,  "Dr.  Edwards,  in  England,  used  it 
with  great  success  in  almost  every  variety  of  gout  and  rheuma- 
tism, both  prior  to  the  development  of  the  inflammatoiy  stage  and 
after  its  partial  subsidenca'  "  This  remedy  was  fairly  tned  in 
acute  and  sub-acute  rheumatic  cases,  by  Dr.  JPepper,  at  the  Penn- 
sylvania Hospital,  and  patients  recovered  under  its  use,  sometimes, 
when  other  plans  of  treatment  had  failed."  Its  employment  is  also 
spoken  of  to  prevent  the  formation  of  calculi  It  may  be  given  in 
doses  of  fix)m  three  to  twenty  grains,  three  times  a  day,  diluted  in 
water. 

Ammonia,  Spirits  of 

Spirits  of  ammonia  are  stimulant,  antispasmodic,  and  aleiciphar- 
mic  Ammonia  is  adapted  for  speedily  rousing  the  action  of  the 
vascuHr  and  respiratory  systems  and  for  the  prompt  alleviation  of 
spasma  As  an  internal  and  external  remedy  to  obviate  the  se- 
quelae of  die  bite  of  rabid  animals,  venomous  insects  and  reptiles, 
its  power  is  well  known.  By  way  of  inhalation,  it  is  administered 
when  it  is  desired  to  make  a  strong  impression  on  the  nervous 
system,  in  cephalalgia,  hemicrania,  and  iaintness  or  collapse.   Am* 
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moniacal  inhalations  have  been  found  very  nsefiil  in  asphyxia, 
and  to  prevent  an  attack  of  epilepsy. 

Ammonia,  Aromatic  Spirits  of 

Stimulant  and  alexipharmia  Medicinal  properties  bear .  a  close 
resemblance  to  those  of  the  simple  spirits,  it  is  a  weaker  prepara- 
tion, and  has  the  preference  with  physicians  on  account  of  its 
groteftd  taste  and  smell. 

In  languor,  syncope,  hysteria,  and  nervous  debility,  it  proves 
very  serviceable.  In  the  flatulent  colic  of  children  (gutt  ij-v  in 
milK),  it  affords  more  speedy  relief  than  any  other  remedy.  In 
sick  headache,  heartburn  and  acidity  of  the  prinue  vise,  it  proves 
speedily  effectual. 

Dose,  thirty  to  sixty  drops,  diluted  with  water. 

Ammonia,  Valerianate  o£ 

(OrysUds.) 

Particularly  valuable  in  neuralgia  and  all  nervous  affections. 
For  a  more  extended  notice  of  its  therapeutical  uses,  see  Ammo- 
nia,  Mlxir  Valerianate  of. 

Dose,  two  to  eight  grains,  dissolved  in  water. 

Ammonium,  Bromide  o£ 

Dr.  Gibb,  alluding  to  the  therapeutic  agency  of  this  compound, 
recommends  it  as  an  absorbent  m  glandular  and  other  enlarge- 
ments ;  as  especially  fitted  for  fdnctional  nervous  diseases,  and  as 
possessing  no  inconsiderable  power  to  control  affections  of  the  mu- 
cous membranes  and  the  skin.  He  gives  it  a  value  in  epilepsy,  at- 
tributes to  it.  an  almost  magical  efficacy  in  some  forms  of  ovaritis, 
favors  its  administration  in  strumous  ophthalmia  in  the  young,  and 
thinks  its  influence  may  be  beneficial  in  corpulency  to  promote 
the  absorption  of  adipose  tissue,  and  modify  or  lessen  the  secre- 
tions  from  the  oily  sudoriferous  glands.  Cases  of  chorea  and 
whooping-cough  have  been  cured  by  this  drug.  Favorable  men- 
tion is  made  of  its  utility  in  conjunctivitis,  corneitis  and  leucom& 
It  may  be  given  in  doses  varying  fix)m  two  to  ten  grains,  three 
times  a  day. 

Ammonium,  Iodide  o£ 

Alterative,  tonic,  anti-syphilitic,  and  sometimes  acting  as  a  diu- 
retic. It  closely  resembles  the  iodide  of  potassium  but  is  more 
powerful. 
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Dr.  Dungliaon  observes:  '*  It  was  introduced  into  medical  prac- 
tice by  M.  Biett,  of  Paris,  as  a  valuable  therapeutical  a^ent  in 
certain  diseases  of  the  skin«  Several  successful  cases  of  its  cool- 
ployment  in.  lepra  and  psoriasis,  by  M.  Biett,  are  given  by  Dr. 
Pennock." 

Dr.  Waring  remarks:  "It  appears  especially  adapted  to 
syphilitic  affections  of  the  skin.  In  syphilitic  cofections  it  was 
first  employed  by  Dr.  B.  W.  Richardson,  who  reported  fevorably 
of  its  operation.  More  recently  it  has  been  systematically  tried 
by  Dr.  Qamberini,  who  considers :  1.  That  it  is  suitahle  for  all  cases 
in  which  the  iodides  of  potassium  and  sodium  are  employed  2. 
That  it  leads  to  a  rapid  cura  S.  That  there  is  greut  tolerance  of 
the  remedy.  4.  That  employed  in  Motion  with  olive  oil  (gr.  iij 
ad  01.  S  ij),  it  causes  the  disappearance  of  nocturnal  syphilitic 
pains.  6.  That  under  its  internal  use  indurations  consecutive  of 
chancre,  disappear,  as  do  also  indurated  glands  of  the  groin.  6. 
That  arthralgia,  rheumatoid  affections,  periostitis,  enlarged  glands, 
a?»d  papulo-vesicular  eruptions,  are  forms  of  syphilis  most  readily 
curea  by  this  salt.  7.  The  signs  of  intolerance  are  a  sense  of 
burning  in  the  throat,  and  heat  of  the  stomach,  but  these  rapidly 
disappear  on  the  suspension  of  the  medicine  for  a  couple  of  days. 
It  seems  well  worthy  of  a  more  extended  use. 

"  In  scrofula,  attended  with  glandular  enlargement,  as  incipient 
phthisis,  and  in  chronic  rheumatism.  Dr.  Richardson  usea  the 
iodide  with  advantage.  In  enlarged  tonsils,  he  found  a  solution  of 
the  iodide  (  3  ss)  in  glvcerin  (f  J  iJ  very  efficacious.  It  was  applied 
at  night  with  a  camel  s  hair  brusn." 

Dose,  one  to  three  graina 

Aromatic  CompoTuid. 

(Composed  9f  Gingery  Cinnamon^  CardamoHj  and  other  Corrigents,) 

Used  principally  for  flavoring  extracts,  and  counteracting  the  un- 
pleasant taste  of  medicines. 
Medicinally,  applicable  in  griping  of  the  bowels,  &a 
Dose,  one  to  two  drams. 


Arsenic,  Iodide  o£ 

Alterative  and  tonic.  When  given  internally  it  is  absorbed 
into  the  system,  and  is  eliminated  by  the  urine,  saliva  and  per- 
spiration. It  is  a  powerful  remedy,  and  requires  to  be  given  with 
great  caution.  Dr.  Walshe  pronounces  it  one  of  the  most  valuable 
remedies  in  use  for  cancer.     The  results  of  his  expehenco  are, 

10 
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that  though  it  can  claim  no  decided  curative  powers  for  cancer, 
yet  under  its  administration  pain  of  the  the  tumor  decreases,  and 
the  size  genemlly  diminishes,  the  enlargement  becomes  suspended, 
and  the  health  of  the  patient  improves.  Dr.  Waring  thus  sums  up 
the  conclusions  of  Dr.  Walshe : — 

"  1.  Given,  in  doses  of  from  i  to  ,*,  of  a  grain,  twice  a  day,  two 
hours  after  eating,  the  iodide  of  arsenic  is  well  borne,  ana  may 
be  continued  without  risk  for  several  months. 

**  2.  The  system,  generally,  soon  gives  evidence  of  its  action  : 
unusual  palpitation,  with  dryness  of  the  fauces  and  of  the  alimentarj'' 
canal,  occur ;  sometimes  slight  headache  is  complained  of,  but  this 
is  rare ;  and  I  have  known  the  most  violent  periodic  headache^ 
which  had  afifected  a  lady  for  years,  disappear  while  she  was  under 
the  influence  of  this  salt 

"  3.  The  pain  of  the  tumor  decreases  dn  volume. 

"  4.  The  size  of  breast  generally  diminishes ;  and,  if  the  tumor 
itself  does  not  actually  lessen  in  oulk,  I  have  at  least  foimd  that 
its  enlargement,  previously  more  or  less  active  and  apparent,  be- 
comes, as  far  as  can  be  determined,  suspended. 

"5.  The  general  health  improves." 

Dr.  A-  T.  Thompson  has  employed  this  medicine  with  success, 
in  doses  of  A  of  a  grain,  in  lepra,  psoriasis  and  impetigo,  while 
Dr.  Nelligan  claims  there  is  no  better  constitution^  remedy  in 
tinea  capitis. 

He  prescribed  it  in  doses  of  ^  of  a  grain  to  J  for  an  adult, 
and  from  i  to  i  for  young  children. 

Dose,  if&  to  -J-  of  a  grain,  three  times  a  day. 


Arsenic  and  Mercury,  Solution  Iodides  o£ 

(DonovwrCs  Solution,) 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  Teriodide  of  Arsenic  equal  to  ^  grain 
of  Arsenious  Acid,  of  Iodide  of  Mercury  equivalent  to  \  grain  of 
the  Peroxide  of  Mercury,  and  f  grain  of  iodine,  converted  into 
hydriodic  acid 

Powerful  alterative  particularly  adapted  to  the  treatment  of  ve-, 
nereal  diseases,  cancerous  diseases,  sycosis,  urticaria  or  nettle  rash, 
lepra,  diseases  of  the  scalp,  and  other  obstinate  cutaneous  aflfec- 
tion&  A  persistent  use  oi  this  medicine  for  months  is  requisite  in 
order  to  accomplish  the  desired  effect  Sometimes  it  will  occasion 
derangement  of  the  stomach,  confinement  of  the  bowels,  headache, 
nausea,  mental  disturbances,  and  even  salivation.  When  these 
morbid  symptoms  occur,  the  drug  should  be  discontinued,  and  a 
purgative  administered. 
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Dose,  five  to  twenty  drops  in  distilled  water,  given  three  times 
a  day. 

Incompatibles. — Acids,  opium,  the  salts  of  morphia,  and  many 
other  salts. 


Atropia. 

See   Atropa  Belladonna^   page   10.      Dose,   powdered),  A  of  a 
grain.     Dose,  (pill),  A  grain. 


BismiLtli. 

Bismuth  possesses  no  acknowledged  therai)eutical  value  in  an 
uncombined  state.  But  the  several  preparations  are  highly  ex- 
tolled and  widely  employed  in  the  painful  affections  of  the  stomach, 
in  inflamed  condition  oi  mucous  surfaces,  and  in  derangements  of 
the  nervous  system.  Each  has  its  able  advocates  to  attest  its 
peculiar  curative  oi  remedial  powers. 

Bismutli,  Ammonio-Citrate  of 

{Scales,  Solvile  in  water,) 

Its  ready  solubility  in  the  stomach  renders  it  more  desirable  for 
administration  than  the  sub-nitrate,  or  perhaps  the  other  salts. 

Dose,  two  grains,  in  substance,  dissolved  in  water  or  syrup.  In 
case  the  solution  does  not  readily  take  place  add  a  few  drops  of 
aqua  ammonia. 

Bismuth  Liquor,  or  Liquid  Bismntli. 

The  advantages  of  this  preparation  are,  that  the  metal  is  in  a 
perfect  state  of  solution  ;  being  a  solution  of  anunoniated  citrate. 
It  mixes  with  water  and  (jther  fluids  without  precipitation.  "  It 
allays  pain  in  acute  imtability  of  the  stomach,  (without  nausea, 
or  mucn  acidity),  especially  that  which  remains  after  ulceration," 
and  is  the  most  eligible  form  for  the  administration  of  Bismuth. 
Each  fluid  dram  contains  two  grains  of  citrate  of  bismuth. 

Dose,  one-lialf  to  one  dnirn. 

Bismuth,  Sub  Carbonate  of. 

Recommended  by  Prof.  Hannon  of  Brussels  as  a  substitute  for 
the  nitrate,  who  alleges  for  it  the  good  qualities  of  the  sub-nitrate. 
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that  it  is  antacid,  ivadily  soluble  in  the  gastric  juice,  rarely  con- 
stipates,  and  may  be  employed  for  a  long  time  without  oppress- 
ing the  stomach  ;  it  is  insipid,  excites  no  repugnance,  and  may  be 
taken  before  meals. 

Dr.  Waring  calls  attention  to  this  medicine  in  the  vomiting  of 
children  dunng  dentition,  and  in  the  diarrhea  of  weak  children, 
remarking,  "It  may  also  be  employed  with  every  prospect  of  suc- 
sess."  Dr.  Hannon  thinks  the  sub-carbonate  is  demanded  in  all 
cases  of  gastralgia  following  the  phlegmasia?  of  the  digestive 
organs  when  there  are  acid  or  putrid  erucations,  in  which  there  is  a 
tendency  to  diarrhea  and  spasmodic  vomiting.  The  dose  for  an 
adult  is  from  ten  to  fifteen  grains,  for  children,  two  to  fiva 

BismtLth,  Subnitrate  o£ 

The  subnitrate  of  bismuth  is  tonic  and  anti-spasmodic,  sedative 
and  alterative.  In  consequence  of  its  soothing  influence  upon  ir- 
ritated or  inflamed  mucous  surfaces,  it  becomes  an  effective  med- 
icine in  some  forms  of  dyspepsia,  heartburn,  painful  affections  of 
the  stomach,  such  as  gastralgia,  cardialgia  and  pyrosis ;  also  in 
diarrhea  of  typhus  fever,  and  consumption,  and  in  subacute 
and  chronic  dysenteiy. 

Stills  attributes  to  this  drug  an  almost  specific  power  in  cases  of 
pure  gastralgia,  stating  its  efficacy  becomes  impaired  the  more  the 
oisease  is  complicated  with  other  disorders,  and  that  it  is  necessary 
to  combine  with  it  other  appropriate  remedies  in  the  treatment  of 
individual  cases,  "  vegetable  tomes,  when  digestion  continues  feeble 
after  the  rraioval  of  the  pain ;  alkalies  or  magnesia,  when  the  vom- 
ited matters  are  intensely  acid,  and  iron  when  evidences  of  anaemia 
exist  If  constipation  co-exist,  magnesia,  or  small  doses  of  saline 
aperients  should  oe  administered." 

"  This  medicine  is  reconunended  in  nervous  vomiting,  such  as  that 
of  pregnancy,  and  that  induced  by  cancer  of  the  stomach,  in  those 
forms  of  gastric  derangements  characterized  less  by  acute  than  by 
dull  pain,  or  by  an  excessive  secretion  of  acid  in  tne  stomach,  »nd 
unnatural  cravmg  appetite  for  food,  induced  by  a  sense  of  perpet- 
ual sinking  at  the  epigastrium,  or  accompanied  by  a  profuse  secre- 
tion of  gas." 

It  works  by  way  of  eminence  in  those  stages  of  diarrhea,  when  as- 
tringents ana  antacids  are  indicated,  and  has  acquired  considerable 
reputation  in  the  treatment  of  diarrhea  consequent  on  phthisis.  Cases 
ot  tuberculous  diarrhea  are  recorded  which  succumbed  to  thia 
agent  after  the  patient's  life  was  despaired  of,  and  a  fiiilure  of  the 
ordinary  remedies  to  give  relief  It  may  be  administered  in  doses 
of  from  five  to  flft^een  grains,  three  times  a  day. 
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BisnuLth,  Tannate  o£ 

This  preparation  combines  the  astringency  oi  tannin  with  the 
fiedative  ana  tonic  qualities  of  bismuth.  Dr.  Cap,  of  the  Acade- 
my of  Medicine,  Paris,  was  first  to  call  the  attention  of  tiie  profes- 
sion to  the  therapeutics  of  tiiis  new  product  From  a  considera- 
tion of  the  valuable  properties  of  the  two  elements — ^tannin  being 
a  pure  astringent,  and  bismutii  possessing  tonic  properties,  and  a 
highly  soothing  influence  upon  ^tated  or  inflamed  mucous  sur- 
&ces — ^was  suggested  to  him  the  idea  that  a  combination  might 
be  serviceable  in  chronic  diarrhea,  chronic  gastritis,  heartburn, 
dyspepsia,  &c.  Subsequently,  experience  with  this  new  product 
provea  the  correctness  of  ms  conclusions,  and  corroborative  of 
them  we  have  the  testimony  of  nearly  all  physicians  who  have 

given  it  a  fair  trial.  Several  cases  of  diarrhea  are  stated  by  Dr. 
.,  which  came  imder  his  own  observation,  where  the  disease  was 
not  only  checked,  but  cures  effected,  by  doses  of  two  to  four 
grarrmies.  Dr.  0.  also  records  twelve  cases,  which  other  physicians 
had  treated  successfully  by  the  adoption  of  his  plan  of  medication. 
Cures  were  generally  effected  in  two  days. 

This  medicine  is  to  all  purposes,  without  taste,  and  the  most 
sensitive  and  delicate  constitutions  do  not  object  to  taking  it 
Dose,  five  to  fifteen  grains,  two  or  three  times  a  day. 

BismxLtli,  Valerianate  of. 

Sedative,  astringent  and  anti-spasmodic.  It  is  valuable  in  neu- 
ralgic affections,  painful  disorders  of  the  stomach,  chronic  gastral- 
gia  and  nervous  palpitations.  Particularly  useful  in  gastrodynia 
of  hysterical  women,  when  combined  with  belladonna.  It  may 
be  given  in  doses  from  one-half  to  two  grains,  three  times  a  day. 

« 

Blackberry,  S3rrap  of. 

The  medical  properties  of  blackberry  are  tonic  and  astringent. 
This  syrup  has  been  used  in  cases  of  diarrhea,  dysentery,  cholera 
infantum,  relaxed  stat^  of  the  bowels  of  children,  &a  The  Jour- 
nal of  Rational  Medicine  contains  a  short  thou^  valuable  paper 
upon  the  therapeutics  of  the  blackberry  root,  by  I)r.  Sneed,  of  Cul- 
loden,  Ohio ;  also  tiie  Southern  Meaical  and  Surgical  Journal 
Dr.  S.  maintains  that  its  usefulness  in  disorders  of  the  bowels  does 
not  depend  principally  upon  the  tannic  acid  it  contains,  but  that  its 
most  powerful  effects,  in  these  instances,  are  attributable  to  the 
bitter,  stimulant  or  tonic  properties,  distinct  from  its  astringent  ef- 
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fect&  He  avers  that  a  small  quantity  of  the  fluid  extract,  taken 
into  the  stomach,  increases  the  appetite,  and  at  times,  he  finds,  pro- 
duces a  glow  over  the  surface  of  the  body,  which  induces  hiVn  to 
regard  the  therapeutic  action  rather  as  a  stimulant  than  tonic,  as 
mentioned  by  most  writers.  He  says  that  he  has  found  a  prepara- 
tion of  the  bark  of  the  root  grated,  and  cold  water  apphed  to  it 
produces  some  of  the  most  extraordinary  cures  in  chronic  diarrhea 
and  dysentery,  and  even  in  cases  when  other  medicines  &iledf 
and  in  the  shortest  possible  tima  His  preparation,  though  less 
powerAil,  is  similar  in  its  action  to  the  fluid  extract,  which  is  the 
most  convenient  form  in  which  it  can  be  used,  as  by  the  addition 
of  cold  water,  the  strength  can  readily  be  made  to  suit  the  emer- 
gency of  any  patient  He  advises  the  administration  of  this  reme- 
ay  in  small  dSses,  five  or  six  times  a  day. 

This  agent  may  be  used  as  a  tonic  or  stimulant,  in  other  diseases 
than  those  of  the  bowels.  In  most  cases  of  debility  of  children, 
attended  with  loss  of  apptite,  this  syrup,  persevered  in  for  a  few 
days,  will  be  found  highly  advantageous. 

This  is  prepared  fe)m  the  fonnulsB  of  Sui^on  Gen.  U.  S.  A., 
and  was  found  very  efficacious  in  chronic  diarrhea  prevalent  in 
the  army ;  it  is  also  an  excellent  substitute  for  the  spiced  syrup  of 
rhubarb,  where  that  remedy  is  deficient  in  astringency. 

Dose,  one-half  to  two  dramsL 


Black  Drop. 

Black  Drop  is  synonymous  with  vinegar  of  opium,  opii  acetum. 
This  preparation  disturbs  the  head  less,  distresses  the  stomach 
less,  and  ^constipates  the  bowels  less  than  the  crude  drug,  or  the 
many  preparations  of  opium.  It  is  of  double  the  strength  of  laud- 
anum, six  and  a  half  minima  containing  the  soluble  parts  of  about 
one  grain  of  opium.  It  exhibits  all  the  anodyne  or  soporific 
properties  of  the  narcotic,  and  may  be  advantageously  used,  in 
many  instances,  when  in  consequence  of  some  idiosyncrasy  in  the 
disease  or  in  the  constitution  of  the  patient,  opium  itself  or  laud- 
anum in  contra-indicated,  because  they  occasion  headache,  nausea 
and  other  disagreeable  sequelae. 

Dose,  one  to  ten  dropa 


Calcitim,  Iodide  of. 

This  preparation  possesses  alterative  and  tonic  properties.  The 
January  issue  of  Braithwaite's  Eetrospect,  of  1860,  contains  the 
subjoined  short  article  on  the  merits  of  iodide  of  calcium :  **  This 
salt  is  very  valuable  in  cases  in  which  the  iodide  of  potassium  is 


JOUBNAL  OF  MATEBIA  MEDICA.  1^1 

I 

iuadmissibla  It  does  not  occasion  iodism,  or  resorption  o*  the 
healthy  tissues ;  it  does  not  not  excite  the  circulation,  nor  irritate 
the  stomach  and  bladder,  by  passing  off  too  rapidly  bj  the  kidneys. 

"  Its  solution  in  milk  is  perfectly  tasteless.  It  is  particularly 
useful  in  squamous  diseases  of  the  skin,  and  chronic  and  metalhc 
poisoning  by  mercury,  lead  and  copper.'' 

Dose,  one-fourth  of  a  grain  in  solution  three  time  daily 


Calisaya. 

Calisaya  is  a  species  of  cinchona  known  as  cinchona  flava,  or 
yellow  bark.  It  is  tonic,  astringent  and  anti-periodic.  All  the 
cinchona  varieties  possess  similar  therapeutic  iises,  though  their 
utility  depends  on  the  proportion  in  which  the  alkaloids  are  pres- 
ent in  them.  Calisaya.  is  almost  free  from  the  astringent  principle, 
is  very  rich  in  quinia,  and  the  most  highly  esteemed  of  all  the  va- 
rieties of  Peruvian  bark.  It  will  be  found  beneficial  in  all  chronic 
affections  attended  with  periodicity,  great  feebleness,  or  nocturnal 
per^iration,  in  those  cases  where  morbid  discharges  have  reduced 
the  system.  It  appears  to  be  contra-indicated  in  acute  inflamma- 
tion, inflammatory  fevers,  plethora,  active  hemorrhages,  and  in 
all  nervous  or  vascular  irritations. 

Calisaya,  Elixir  of 

Calisaya  constitutes  the  active  agent  of  this  elegant  aromatic 
reparation.  It  is  an  agreeable  and  general  tonic  in  convalescence 
from  disease  in  children  and  feeble  persons,  and  prophylactic 
against  intermittents.  Its  tonic,  an ti- intermittent  and  sedative 
properties  render  it  highly  useful  in  a  great  variety  of  diseases, 
and  while  it  is  characteristically  febrifuge,  it  can  be  used  in  most 
cases  where  tonics  are  prescribed.  It  is  advi.sed  in  adynamic  and 
gangrenous  affections,  m  typhoid  fevers  with  extreme  prostration, 
in  passive  hemorrhages  accompanied  with  great  feebleness,  &a 
It  is  useful  in  the  treatment  of  gout,  chronic  rheumatism,  scroru- 
la,  and  scorbutic  maladies. 

It  will  be  found  of  great  advantage  in  dyspepsia,  attended  with 
irritation  of  the  stomach ;  in  severe  diarrheas  and  those  that  have 
been  chronic;  in  long  continued  inflammations  of  the  mucous 
membranes,  better  treated  with  tonics  than  anti-phlogistically,  in 
cases  of  convalescence,  when  the  system  is  recovering  from  pros- 
tration ;  and  generally  in  weak  and  prostrated  states  of  the  system, 
particularly  during  summer  months. 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains  forty  grains  of  true  calisaya  bark. 

Dose,  one  to  two  drama 
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Oalisaya  and  Pyrophosphate  of  Iron,  Elixir  of 

This  is  one  of  the  most  acceptable  tonic  preparations  ever 
made.  It  combines  all  the  virtues  of  the  calisaya  bark  with  the 
important  medicines,  iron  and  phosphorus,  in  the  form  of  the 
pyrophosphate  of  iron,  a  very  mild,  nearly  tasteless  salt,  accept- 
able to  the  most  delicate  stomach,  easily  assimilated  and  having 
no  tendency  to  pervert  the  gastric  and  intestinal  secretions,  which 
are  the  results  of  many  of  the  chalybeates.  The  iron  and  bark 
principles  are  so  combined  in  this  preparation  as  to  form  a  pleas- 
ant aromatic  cordial,  devoid  of  any  ferruginous  .taste.  It  is  effi- 
cent  both  as  a  tonic  and  chalybeate,  and  applicable  to  a  numerous 
class  of  obvious  diseases. 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains  thirty  grains  of  calisaya,  and  twelve 
grains  of  iron. 

Dose,  one  to  two  drams. 


Calisaya,  Iron  and  Bismuth,  Elixir  of 

This  preparation  combines  all  the  valuable  properties  of  calisaya 
and  iron,  with  those  of  the  amraonio  citrate  of  bismuth,  and  has 
been  used  with  marked  eflfect  in  dyspepsia,  anaemia,  female  debili- 
ty,, as  a  general  tonic. 

The  ammonio-citrate  of  bismuth  operates  on  the  system  in 
smaller  doses  than  the  officinal  preparations  and  with  greater  cer- 
tainty and  efficiency,  two  grains  constituting  an  ordinary  dose.  A 
variety  of  cases  will  be  readily  suggested  to  the  physician  by  the 
combination,  in  which  it  can  be  used  with  benefit 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains,  calisaya,  forty  grains;  iron,  eight 
grains ;  citrate  bismuth,  eight  gi'ains. 

Dose,  one  to  two  drams. 

Calisaya,  Iron  and  Strychnia,  Elixir  of 

The  combination  of  strychnia  with  the  valuable  proj>erties  of 
the  other  articles  posscvsses  the  advantage  of  a  larger  adaptation  to 
those  cases  of  general  debility  complicated  with  nervous  difficul- 
ties, as  well  as  to  cases  attended  witn  constipation,  &a  Strychnia, 
by  its  peristaltic  action  on  the  muscular  coating  of  the  ahmentary 
tube,  overcomes  toi|:)idity  of  the  bowels,  while  iron  enriches  the 
impoverished  blood  with  red  corpuscles,  and  together  with  cali- 
saya, gives  increased  tone  and  vitality  to  the  system  generally. 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  one-hundreth  of  a  grain  of  strychnia. 

Dose,  one  to  two  drams. 
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Cantharidal  Acetic  BtLbe&cient. 

A  oonvenient  and  efficient  instrument  to  produce  counter-irrita- 
tion when  it  is  desired  to  occasion  merely  r^ness  br  inflammation 
of  the  skin.  Offered  as  a  substitute  for  the  ordinary  irritants,  such 
as  mustard. 


Cantharidal  Acetic  Vesicant. 

An  energetic  and  reliable  gpispatic.  On  account  of  the  fecUity 
of  apphcation,  certainty  of  effect,  and  slightness  of  pain,  no  agent 
is  equal  to  cantharides  for  causing  vesication  when  applied  to  the 
skin.  Applicable  to  those  conditions  when  it  is  desirable  to  sub- 
stitute a  mild  and  easily  managed  disease  for  an  internal  and 
intractable  one;  when  a  desiderative  influence  is  required,  and 
the  absorbents,  the  circulation  and  the  whole  system  need  stim- 
ulation and  increased  vigor  by  external  means.  It  is  recom- 
mended to  phj'Tsicians  as  the  most  prompt  blistering  article  in  use. 


Cantharidal  Collodion. 

"  It  produces  a  blister  in  about  the  same  time  as  the  ordinary 
cerate,  and  has  the  advantages  that  it  is  applied  with  greater  fa- 
cility, is  better  adapted  to  cover  uneven  surfaces,  and  retains  its 
place  with  more  certainty."  On  application,  evaporation  of  the 
ether  takes  place  in  less  than  a  minute,  and  it  may  then  be  re- 
applied if  necessary. 


Cerinm,  Oxalate  ot 

Nervine  tonic  and  sedativa      Prof  Simpson,  of  Ediuburgh, 
fT)eaks  of  it  as  almost  a  specific  in  chorea.     It  has  been  extrava- 

fantly  lauded  in  chronic  vomiting,  and  that  attendant  on  phthisis, 
ysteria,  pyrosis,  and  atonic  dyspepsia ;  while  in  the  vomiting  of 
pregnancy  it  has  been  found  more  successful  than  any  other  rem- 
edy. Dr.  Waring  speaks  of  its  therapeutic  uses  as  follows:  "  In 
chronic  inteistinal  eruptions,  a  peculiar  and  intractable  form  of 
disease  for  which  arsenic  and  nitrate  of  silver  are  generally  pre- 
scribed. Dr.  Simpson  employed  the  salt  of  cerium  widi  marked 
advantage.  In  irritable  dyspepsia,  attended  with  gastralgia,  pyro- 
€18  and  chronic  vomiting,  its  exhibition  was  attended  with  Fat- 
isfactory  results.     In  the  vomiting  of  pregnancy  it  affords  prompt 
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relie£  Further  testimony  in  &vor  of  the  oxalate,  especially 
the  latter  condition,  is  adduced  by  Dr.  C.  Lee.  It  seeihs  well 
worthy  of  further  triala 

'^  In  epilepsy,  chorea,  and  other  allied  conyulsiye  diseases  in 
which  the  nitrate  of  silyer  is  generally  employed,  it  deserves  a 
trial ;  for  as  Prof.  Simpson  remarks,  it  is  certainly  attended  with 
this  advantage,  that  at  the  same  time  it  acts  as  a  sedative  and 
tonic,  its  use  may  be  persevered  in  without  any  fear  of  discolora- 
tion of  the  skin." 

Dose,  one  grain  two  or  three  times  daily,  dissolved  in  water. 


Cliloroform. 

When  equal  volumes  of  pure  chloroform  and  colorless  sul- 
phuric acid  are  shaken  together  in  a  ^lass  stoppered  bottle,  there 
should  be  no  color  imparted  to  either  liquid  or  out  a  faint  tinge  of 
color  imparted  to  the  acid  after  twelve  hours  standing — neither 
should  there  be  any  heat  sensible  to  the  hand  developed  at  the 
time  of  mixing.  Chloroform,  as  it  evaporates  from  bibulous 
paper,  should  ^ve  out  little  foreign  odor,  and  that  only  as  the  last 
portion  is  passing  off.  Chloroform  should  not  be  used  for  inhala- 
tion without  having  been  subjected  to  these  tests.  No  other 
should  be  used  for  inhalation. 


Collodion  SnrgicaL 

Useful  in  wounds  to  keep  the  edges  together.  It  forms  also,  a 
coating,  and  has  been  applied  in  abrasions  and  bums.  In  opera- 
tive  surgery  it  has  been  employed  with  remarkable  success  to 
hasten  the  process  of  healing  by  the  first  intention. 


Ether,  CMorio. 

(Chncentratedf  ChemicaUy  Pure.)^ 

This  preparation  is  a  mixture  of  equal  parts  by  weight  of  chem 
ically  pure  chloroform  and  pure  deodorized  alcohol  The  alcoho 
acts  as  a  corrigent  against  aepressing  effects. 

Ether,  Componnd  Spirits  of. 

{Hofman^8  Afiodyne.) 
This  article  is  strictly  officinal,  it  contains  the  officinal  propor- 
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don  of  etherial  oil.  The  commercial  article  contains  a  variable 
proportion  of  ethereal  oiL  It  DOSsesscB  a  wide  range  in  thera- 
peatic&  "  Hoffinan's  Anodyne,^  remarks  Pereira,  *'  possesses  the 
stimulating  powers  of  ether  with  anodyne  properties.  It  is  a 
very  useful  remedy  in  cases  of  general  unrest,  inability  to  sleep, 
&C.,  depending  on  nervous  imtation  from  pain,  weakness,  or 
other  causes.  Given  in  combination  with  morphia,  it  aids  it  and 
appears  to  prevent  some  of  its  unpleasant  effects.  Hoffman's  An- 
oayne  is  also  very  useful  as  a  carminative,  probablv  exceeding 
in  this  respect  any  of  the  aromatics.  In  cases  oi  flatulence, 
depending  upon  nervous  disturbance  (hysteria,  &a)  it  is  especially 
useful" 

Dr.  Waring  speaks  of  its  utility  in  spasmodic  affections  of  the 
bowels,  in  typhus  and  other  low  fevers,  and  in  spasmodic  asthma 
in  combination  with  opium  or  Jienbane,  adding :  '*  In  earache,  ex- 
posing the  ear  to  the  fumes  of  spts.  ether  is  often  attended  with  great 
relief  It  may  be  effected  by  mixing  equal  parts  of  the  spirits  and 
hot  water  in  a  vial  and  applying  its  aperture  to  the  external  ear. 
Hiccough  is  often  immeaiately  arrested  by  xx~xxx  minims  of 
spts.  ether  in  drs.  x  of  some  aromatic  water. 

Dose,  one-half  to  one  fluid  dram  in  sweetened  water. 

Ether,  Snlphiiric. 

(OJiemicaBy  Pure,  Concentrated) 

It  has  been  used  by  many  surgeons  as  an  anaesthetic,  and  by' 
them  pronounced  to  be  entirdy  pure.  Its  employment  in  medi- 
ciae  is  the  same  as  that  of  chloroform  and  anaesthetics. 


Ether,  Spirits  of  Nitrons, 

{ChemicaUy  Pure) 

Sweet  Spirits  of  Nitre  should  be  carefully  excluded  from  the 
light  and  air,  and  when  in  disp)ensing,  it  becomes  acid,  so  as  to  ef- 
fervesce with  a  solid  particle  of  bicarbonate  of  potassa  or  ammonia, 
a  crystal  of  either  salt  should  be  put  in  the  bottle  with  it.  It  is 
better  not  to  be  lon^  kept  as  it  becomes  acid  by  age. 

It  possesses  diuretic,  diaphoretic  and  anti-spasmodic  virtues.  It 
is  much  esteemed  as  a  medicine  in  febrile  affections,  and  exten- 
sivelv  employed  either  alone  or  in  conjunction  with  other  agents 
for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  secretions,  especially  of  the  skin 
and  kidneya  • 

Dose,  one-half  to  a  fluid  dram. 
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Gentian  with  Chloride  of  Iron,  Elixir  o£ 

Agreeable  tonic,  hsdmatimc,  and  alterative.  The  chloride  of  iron 
is  one  of  the  most  active  and  certain  of  the  preparations  of  iron, 
and  usually  acceptable  to  the  stomach.  It  is  su  pposed  to  be  diuretic 
and  to  have  a  peculiar  influence  on  the  urinary  passage.  Gentian 
occasionally  produces  laxative  effects,  gives  tone  to  tne  digestion, 
improves  tne  appetite,  and  strengthens  the  constitution.  By  this 
combination,  we  nave  a  remedy  of  great  utility  in  atonic  dyspepsia, 
in  diseases  accompanied  by  debility,  in  scromla,  in  passive  hem- 
orrhages froni  the  uterus,  kidneys  and  bladder,  in  old  cases  of  gleet, 
gonorrhoea  and  leucorrhoea  when  the  discharges  have  prostrated  the 
system.  It  has  been  found  beneficial  in  erysipelas,  scarlatina, 
diphtheria,  and  in  purulent  infection  of  the  blooi  .  In  these  cases 
it  is  supposed  to  act  by  way  of  improving  the  condition  of  the 
blood. 

In  Bright^s  diseases  this  elixir  is  a  very  useful  remedy,  acting  as 
a  chalybeate,  astringent  and  diuretic,  diminishing  the  amount  of 
albumen  and  increasing  the  flow  of  urine. 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains  four  grains  sesqui-chloride  of  iron, 
and  twenty-eight  grams  of  gentian. 

Dose  one  dram. 


Q-lycerine. 

This  article  is  deodorized,  colorless,  and  equal  in  purity  to  any 
similar  article  in  market     Its  uses  are  obvious. 


Q-lycerole   Hypophosphites. 

Glycerole  hypophosphites  are  a  combination  of  glycerin  with 
the  hypophosphites.  recaliarly  applicable  to  pulmonary  degen- 
eration and  anaemic  conditions  of  cnildren. 


Q-iLtta  Percha  Solntion. 

Beneficial  as  a  protective  covering  for  compound  firactures, 
open  cancers,  suppurating  gangrenous  surfaces,  Durns,  abrasions, 
wounds,  &C.  May  be  ap^i^  by  a  brush  or  by  pouring.  A  deli- 
cate film  is  left  by  evaporation  of  the  liquid,  which  completely 
excludes  the  air  and  acts  as  an  artificial  cuticle.  Has  been  to- 
pically employed  with  advantage  in  various  cutaneous  affections, 
scrofiilous  and  indolent  ulcers,  and  as  an  ectrotic  in  smallpox. 
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Q-utta  Perclia  Vesicant. 

The  most  acceptable,  certain  and  painless  vesicant  in  use.  Can 
be  applied  with  mcilitjr,  is  adapted  to  cover  uneven  surfaces,  and 
retains  its  place  and  K)nn  without  spreading. 

Hypophosphites. 

Lime;  Soda;  PotasM;  Iron;  Manganese;  Ammonia. 

These  salts  are  recommended  as  eminently  serviceable  in  the 
treatment  of  phthisis.  Their  efficacy  is  siipposed  to  depend  on  the 
phosphorus  imparted  to  the  system.  Dr.  Cnurchill,  oi  Paris,  has 
prescribed  them  in  pulmonary  tuberculosis  with  satisfactory  results, 
but  their  utility  does  not  appear  to  be  limited  to  this  disease. 

The  pathology  of  many  oiseases  which  have  their  origin  in  the 
nerves  would  indicate  a  diminution  of  the  phosphoric  principle 
and  demand  these  remedies.  They  appear  to  be  the  mdicated 
agents  in  that  class  of  maladies  characterized  by  a  want  of  nervous 
tone,  and  in  some  types  of  mental  aberrance  they  prove  the  des 
ideratum.  In  many  cases  of  defective  osseous  formation  and  im- 
pairment of  the  vital  power  of  the  whole  system  these  remedies 
may  be  employed. 

Phosphorus  constitutes  an  important  element  in  the  human 
economy.  It  is  found  in  the  brain,  nerves,  blood,  tissues,  &c.,  and 
when  there  exists  a  deficient  quantity  morbid  symptoms  are 
induced,  which  can  be  discussed  only  bv  re-supplying  the  system. 
The  hjrpophosphites  are  now  acknowledged  the  most  direct  medi- 
um of  accomplishing  this  purpose. 
Dose,  ten  to  twenty  grains,  eacL 

Hypophosphites,  Syrnp  of 

Compounded  of  lAmfiy  Soda^  Potaeea  and  Iron. 

The  object  of  this  syrup  is  to  meet  the  demands  of  many  com- 
plicated diseases,  whidi  will  succumb  to  no  single  remedy,  but 
which  require  both  the  phosphoric,  iron,  and  the  alterative  treat- 
ment Its  medical  employment  appears  to  be  preeminently  suita- 
ble to  some  ansBmic  conditions,  conjoined  with  certain  types  of 
low  nervous  vigor ;  in  a  few  cases  where  the  system  is  known  as 
"  run  down,"  a  debilitated  condition  to  which  it  is  often  difficult  to 
give  a  name,  and  it  is  regarded  as  particularly  beneficial  in  debili- 
ty firom  prolonged  lactation.  Mr.  Taylor  used  the  hypophosphites 
with  much  success  in  catarrhal  and  leucorrheal  discharges,  neural- 
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gia  and  muscular  paiiis,  simxdating  inflammatioiL  The  deficiency 
of  phosphate  of  lime  occasionally  brings  on  fever  of  dentition, 
and  in  tnis  Mr.  Taylor  employed  tnem  with  marked  success.  The 
iron  element  renders  this  syrup  peculiarly  applicable  to  weakly, 
iD-fed  children,  or  atonic  cases  generally. 
Dose,  one  fluid  dram  three  times  a  day. 

Hypophosphites,  Symp  of 

LvTM  and  Soda, — GhurchilVs. 

Ihe  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal^  vol.  65,  sums  up  the 
views  of  Dr.  Churchill  concerning  this  remedy  in  the  following 
words: — 

"  According  to  Dr.  Churchill,  the  immediate  cause,  or  at  least, 
an  essential  condition  of  the  tuberculous  diathesis  is  a  diminution 
in  the  economy  of  the  amount  of  phosphorus  existing  in  a  state 
capable  of  oxygenation.  The  specinc  remedy  for  the  disease  con- 
sists in  the  employment  of  some  preparation  of  phosphorus  which 
offers  the  double  condition  oi  being  immediately  assimilable,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  of  being  in  the  least  possible  degree  of  oxygen- 
ation. The  hypophosphites  of  soda  and  lime  are  the  preparations 
which  appear  to  best  unite  these  two  conditions. 

"  These  salts  may  i  ^e  administered  indiflerentlv,  in  doses  varying 
from  two  to'  forty-five  grains  daily.  The  maximum  dose  usually 
employed  by  Dr.  Churchill  is  fifteen  grains  daily  for  adults.  Ac- 
cording to  him  they  have  an  immediate  action  on  the  tuberculous 
diathesis,  causing  all  the  general  symptoms  to  disappear  with  a  rap- 
idity truly  marvellous.  When  the  morbid  deposit  is  recent,  when 
softening  has  only  just  begun,  or  is  not  rapid  in  its  progress,  the 
tubercles  are  absorbed  and  ^iisappear  without  leaving  a  trace.  If 
the  disease  is  ot  lonerer  standing,  and  the  8oft;ening  has  considerably 
advanced,  it  sometimes  continues  in  spite  of  the  treatment,  and  the 
issue  of  the  disease  depends  upon  the  anatomical  condition  of  the 
lesion,  upon  its  extent,  and  especially  upon  the  presence  or  ab- 
S'  nee  of  complication& 

"  Mr.  Churchill  thinks  that  the  hypophosphites  act  in  two  ways ; 
on  the  one  hand,  th^y  reinforce  the  principle,  whatever  it  be,  con- 
stituting the  nervous  power ;  on  the  other,  they  are  essentially  ' 
blood-generating  in  their  nature,  far  surpassing,  in  this  respect, 
every  thing  hitherto  known.  They  possess  in  a  high  degree  all  the 
t'lerapeutic  efiects  attributed,  by  lormer  (^bsen^ei-s*  to  phosphorus, 
without  any  of  the  dangers  which  have  caused  that  substance  to 
fall  into  neglect 

"  The  number  of  cases  of  phthisis  treated  bv  Mr.  Churchill 
amounts  to  85,  all  of  which  were  in  the  second  or  third  stage 
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that  is,  with  tubercles  in  the  process  of  softemng,  or  with  cav- 
ities, of  this  number  9  have  been  completely  cured,  in  8  of  which 
the  physicial  signs  have  disappeared,  in  1 L  cases  there  was  great 
improvement,  and  14  have  oied.  One  is  still  under  treatment" 
Dose,  one  to  three  fluid  drama 

Hypophosphite  of  Iron,  Symp  of. 

Alterative,  tonic  and  blood-restorer.  Phosphorus  alone  has 
acquired  a  reputation  in  chronic  convulsive  disorders,  and  in  the 
treatment  of  epilepsy.  Given  in  small  doses  it  is  said  to  excite 
the  nervous,  vascular,  and  secretory  organs ;  to  increase  the  full- 
ness and  frequency  of  the  pulse,  to  augment  the  temperature,  to 
heighten  the  mental  faculties  and  the  muscular  powers  &c.  These 
are  some  of  the  results  which  are  produced  by  phosphorus ;  then  by 
combining  with  it  iron,  we  have  a  valuable  remedy  for  most  cases 
of  anaemia.  The  syrup  of  the  hypophosphite  of  iron  is  an  ex- 
cellent medicine  in  most  cases  when  a  olood  restorer  is  indicated 

Most  cases  of  debility  requiring  tonics,  alteratives,  or  haematinics 
will  respond  favorably  to  its  use.  The  pecxdiar  advantage  de- 
rived from  the  hypophosphite  of  iron  above  other  ferruginous 
preparations,  is  that  it  meets  most  favorably  the  requirements  of 
the  economy  when  there  exists  a  deficiency  of  phosphorus  that 
should  normally  be  found  in  the  blood,  tissues,  «c.,  accompanied 
with  great  prostration  and  langour.  It  presents  the  system  phos- 
phorus botn  in  an  assimilable  and  oxidizable  form,  and  at  the 
same  time  subjects  it  to  the  toning  influence  of  a  chalybeate. 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  one  grain  of  hypophosphite  of  iron. 

Dose,  one  to  four  drams,  three  times  a  day. 

• 

Hypophosphite  of  Iron  and  Manganese 

Symp  of 

Many  physicians  consider  fhis  combmation  a  remedy  superior 
to^  iron  in  cases  where  this  metal  is  indicated  Ih*.  Speer,  oi 
Edinbiirgh,  introduced  these  two  agents,  tp  the  profession,  in  the 
form  of  saccharated  carbonates,  and  extravagantly  praised  the 
remedial  utility  of  the  product,  claiming  as  advantages  absence 
from  the  constipating  tendency  of  some  ferruginous  preparations 
and  an  action  more  satisfactory  than  either  agent  alone  is  capable 
of  effecting  His  opinion  has  since  been  confirmed  by  a  large 
number  of  practitioners  and  is  supported  by  testimony  too  strong 
to  be  shaken. 
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This  new  preparation  combines  these  same  advantages  and  many 
more  which  nave  ah^ady'  been  enumerated  under  the  head  of  hy- 

{)ophosphites.     The  wicte  range  of  diseases  to  which  it  is  eminent- 
y  adapted  is  so  obvious,  that  an  enumeration  of  the  legion  is  deem- 
ed unnecessary. 

In  an  editorial  of  the  North  American  Medical  Reporter^  May, 
1859,  the  writer  discoursing  on  the  medicinal  value  of  manganese, 
says: — 

"  The  functions  of  the  glandular  system^  as  well  as  the  lyn^phaiic 
are  at  fault  in  consumption,  arising  fix>m  whatever  cau&t,  and 
hence  the  necessity  of  agents  capable  of  influencing  the  functions; 
othierwise,  the  albumen,  which  is  the  true  starting  point  of  all 
animal  tissues,  will  not  be  appropriated,  and  a  regmar  course  of 
starvation  which  constitutes  true  consumption  will  ensue. 

'*  It  is  for  this  reason  that  manganese  is  so  important  an  agent 
in  the  treatment  of  consumption.  In  its  action,  manganese  stim- 
ulates the  glandular  system,  and  quickens  the  fdnctions  of  the 
lymphatics  and  lacteals.  Hence,  in  our  opinion,  the  hypophosnhite 
of  manganese  is  preferable  to  any  other  of  the  hypophospnites, 
in  the  treatment  oi  phthisis  and  tuberculosis." 

What  laudations  are  pronounced  upon  manganese  in  the  treat- 
ment of  this  disease  may  with  equally  potent  authority  be  pronoun- 
ced upon  a  combination  of  manganese  and  iron,  for  the  latter  agent 
has  long  been  considered  beneficial  in  this  complaint  Dose,  one 
dram,  iSree  times  a  day. 

H3rpop]iospliite  of  Iron  and  Qninia,  Symp  o£ 

The  hypophosphites  have  within  a  few  years  been  brought  into 
notoriety  as  a  remedy  in  tuberculosis,  scrofiilous  diseases,  rickets, 
&c.,  and  have  been  recommended  as  a  valuable  medicine  in  many 
cases  of  debility.  By  the  combination  of  iron  and  quinia,  we  have 
a  remedy,  which  acts  promptly  on  the  system  as  a  stimulant  tonic, 
regenerator  of  nervous  force  and  integrity. 

In  fiitty  degeneration  of  the  brain,  this  agent  will  often  be  found 
useful  as  an  adjuvant  with  other  remedies.  We  know  of  nc 
specific  in  phthisis,  yet  we  can  reconunend  this  sjrrup  as  a  valua- 
ble agent  in  cases  where  tonics  and  stimulants  are  mdicated ;  often 
the  appetite  will  be  improved  by  its  use,  the  digestive  functions 
also  and  the  strength  of  the  patient  increased  while  this  article  is 
being  used ;  if  thought  important,  the  cod-liver  oil  may  be  admin- 
istered morning  and  evening. 

Frequently  this  remedy  will  be  found  serviceable  in  the  treat- 
ment of  deoility  consequent  upon  typhoid  fevers  and  other  dis- 
eases.    In  some  stages  of  iutermittent  and  remittent  fisvers,  this 
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combination  can  be  used  with  advantage.  The  value  of  this  agent 
will  be  held  in  lugh  estimation  by  the  medical  profession  when 
the  wide  range  of  its  adaption  to  the  treatment  of  disease  shall 
have  been  fully  tested.  Dose,  one.  to  two  drams  three  times  a 
day. 

Iodoform. 

Idoform  is  volatile,  insoluble  in  water,  soluble  in  alcohol  and 
ether,  and  has*  a  very  lai'ge  proportion  of  iodine.  Its  therapeutic 
uses  are  analogous  to  those  of  iodine  and  the  iodides,  over  which 
it  has  the  advantage  of  being  less  irritant,  more  readily  absorbed 
and  assimilated  In  small  medicinal  doses,  iodoform  appears  to  pos- 
sess a  union  of  tonic,  stimulant  and  alterative  properties,  exer- 
cising at  the  same  time  a  remarkable  influence  on  the  nervous 
system.  Various  forms  of  scrofula,  rachitis,  syphilis,  bronchocele, 
amenorrhoea,  obstinate  skin  diseases,  such  as  lepra,  psoriasis,  and 
chronic  eczema,  &c.,  have  been  benefited  by  its  use.  Much  testi- 
mony could  be  adduced  relative  to  its  utility  in  scrofulous  enlarge- 
ments of  the  glands,  goitre,  and  neuralgic  affections. 

Dose,  one  to  three  grains. 


IRON. 

The  preparations  of  iron  are  pre-eminently  tonic,  and  peculiarly 
well  fitted  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  blood  when  impoverished 
from  any  cause.  Hence  they  are  used  in  diseases  characterized 
by  debility,  especially  when  the  consequences  of  inordinate  dis- 
charges. The  diseases  in  which  they  are  most  usually  employed 
are  chlorosis,  hysteria,  fluor  alb  us,  gleet,  rickets,  chorea,  and  all 
passive  hemorrhages.  M.  Coster's  observations  demonstrate  its 
efficacy  in  preventing  the  development  of  tubercular  diseases, 
while  Dr.  Lees  of  Dublin,  has  prescribed  ferruginous  preparations 
in  chronic  forms  of  albuminuria  with  the  happiest  results.  The 
anaemic  aspect  of  patients,  generally,  suffering  from  albuminuria 
points  out  an  intimate  relation  with  an  impoverished  condition  of 
the.  blood,  a  symptom  which  is  acknowleaged  best  combated  by 
chalybeates.  There  are  several  forms  of  menstrual  derangements 
in  which  iron  displays  specific  virtues,  the  most  simple  of  which 
are  menstrual  hemorrhage  and  anaemia.  In  torpor  of  the  uterine 
system,  iron,  in  combination  with  aloetic  laxatives  is  potent  to 
stimulate  and  strengthen  the  fdnctions  of  the  economy. 

There  is  no  one  article  in  the  Materia  Medica,  which  is  of  more 
unquestionable  efficacy,  possesses  a  wider  adaptation  to  diseases 

11 
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and  none  that  is  offered  to  the  practitioner  under  so  extended  a 
variety  of  preparations.  The  therapeutical  value  or  utility  ol 
the  several  varieties  depends  on  the  manner  in  which  they  are 
received  by  the  stomacn,  the  readiness  with  which  they  are  at- 
tacked by  the  gastric  acids,  and  the  base  absorbed  by  the  system. 
Ocmtra-indications. — Vascular  excitement,  plethora,  congestion 
and  inflammation. 


ELIXIRS    OP    IRON. 


Iron  and  Quinia,  Elixir  of  Phosphate  of 

This  is  a  valuable  chalybeate  and  tonic,  and  constitutes  a  con- 
venient atid  agreeable  form  in  which  to  administei  phosphorus 
iron  and  quinia.  The  indications  which  it  is  capable  of  fumllmg 
are  numerous.  It  is  eminently  applicable  to  all  atonic  conditions 
of  the  system.  In  debihty  from  protracted  diseases,  exhausting 
discharges,  anaemia,  and  in  the  legionic  forms  in  which  the  neiiixjses 
are  developed,  this  combination  of  tonics  recommends  itself.  More 
especially  is  it  fitted  to  combat  **  ordinary  nervousness'*  occurring 
in  persons  of  an  exsanguine  temperament 

Structural  changes  and  functional  derangements  are  often  trace- 
able directly  back  to  a  want  which  the  organism  experiences  for 
phosphorus  and  iron,  and  in  this  combination  are  found  the  very 
agents  needed  to  restore  to  the  system  its  equilibrium  of  power. 
and  normal  harmony  of  action  of  the  several  viscL 

Besides  the  recuperative  influence  of  phosphorus  and  iron,  we 
have  the  toning  influence  of  q^uinia.  In  promoting  the  appetite 
quinia  indirectly  though  effectively  fdmisnes  the  absorbent  with 
material  wherewith  to  repair  the  forces  of  nature,  thus  facilitating 
and  expediting  the  action  of  the  former. 

In  senile  gangrene,  and  in  convalescence  from  disease,  this  elix- 
ir is  oonfidentiy  recommended,  &a 

Dose,  one  fluid  dram. 


Iron,  Elixir  of  Protoxide  of 

The  several  preparations  of  iron  operate  as  a  tonic ;  they  elevate 
the  pulse,  heighten  the  complexion,  and  promote  the  secretions, 
and  are  most  useful  when  tnere  is  debility,  'relaxation  and  lan- 
guid circulation-  The  most  desirable  is  that  which  is  moat  easily 
assimilable  and  most  acceptable  and  pleasant  to  the  patients. — 
The  protoxide,  to  fulfill  these  conditions,  is  receiving  high  recom- 
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mendations,  and  daily  securing  a  stronger  hold  on  the  confidence 
of  the  profession  as  a  remedial  agency  of  superior  efficacy  in  or- 
dinary cases  of  prostration  and  disordered  life.  It  is  the  form  of 
iron  containing  the  least  of  oxygen.  The  proneness  of  the  pro- 
toxide to  absorb  oxygen  and  to  pass  into  a  sesquoxide  state  is  par- 
tially counteracted  by  this  combination,  though  the  chemical  affinity 
is  weak,  and  when  once  the  elixir  is  introduced  into  the  system  and 
subjected  to  its  modifying  influences,  decompjosition  readily  takes 
place  and  the  protoxide  freed  and  readily  assimilated.  It  is  reli- 
able, pleasant,  and  very  free  from  any  disagreeable  taste.  It  is 
a  conceded  fact  that  vegetable  tonics  materially  aid  the  operations 
of  iron,  and  in  the  elixir  we  have  this  adjuvant  This  prepa- 
ration supplies  promptly  to  the  blood  and  capillaries  the  colormg 
matter  necessary  to  give  what  is  termed  ^ood  red  blood  It  is 
prescribed  for  cfil6rotic  anaemia,  scrofula,  chorea,  atonic  dyspepsia, 
And  physicians,  who  have  used  it,  attest  its  promptness  of  action. 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  five  grains  of  iron. 

Dose,  one  dram. 

Iron  and  Qxdnia,  Elixir  of  Protoxide  o£ 

This  preparation  combines  all  the  tonic  properties  of  the  iron, 
^th  the  tonic  and  antiperiodic  properties  of  quinine,  and  is  admi- 
rably adapted  for  children  and  dehcate  females,  and  is  adapted  to 
most  cases  where  iron  would  be  used.  Each  fluid  dram  con- 
tains one-fourth  grain  of  quinia,  and  five  grains  of  iron. 

Dose,  one  dram. 

Iron,  Elixir  of  Pyrophospliate  o£ 

The  tastelessness  and  elegant  appearance  of  this  elixir  give  it 
the  preference  in  cases  of  cnildren  and  persons  of  a  delicate  nerv- 
ous organization  particularly  females,  who  require  hsBmatinics  but 
cannot  take  them  as  ordinarily  prepared  without  experiencing 
unpleasant  effects.  The  therapeutical  value  is  more  frilly  exhib- 
itea  under  head  of  Iron  Citro-Ammoniacal  Pyro-PhoaphaU  of. 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains  sixteen  grains  of  the  iron. 

Dose,  one  to  two  dram& 

Iron  and  Soda,  Elixir  of  Pyrophosphate  o£ 

Chalybeate  and  alterativa  A  marked  peculiarity  of  the  pyro- 
phospliate is,  that  it  will  scarcely  ever,  in  any  case,  aisagree.  The 
tastelessness  and  elegant  appearance  of  this  medicine,  eminently 
adapt  it  to  a  numerous  class  of  debilities,  and  to  subjects  of  a  ner- 
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voTis  delicjate  organization.  Instances  can  be  multiplied  in  the 
practice  of  any  physician,  where  the  combined  influence  of  iron, 
phosphorus  and  sodium  are  indicated. 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains  ten  grains  of  pyrophosphate  of  iron  ; 
fifteen  grains  pyrophosphate  of  soda. 

Dose,  one  to  two  drama 


SALTS    OP    IRON. 


Iron,  Ammonio-Citrate  of 

Tonic  and  hsematinic,  possessing  aromatic  and  carminative 
properties.  It  is  especially  fitted  for  children,  and  those  states  of 
the  stomach  too  imtable  to  tolerate  the  more  powerful  salts. — 
Agreeableness  of  taste  and  odor  and  the  degree  of  fireedom  fixjm 
astringency  it  possesses,  together  with  extremely  mild  and  sooth- 
ing qualities,  constitute  the  great  recommendation  for  its  use. 
Dr.  W  aring  pronounces  it  the  most  preferable  of  all  the  mild  salts 
of  iron,  while  Dr.  Stills  merely  calls  it  inferior  to  the  tartrate. 
Among  its  principal  therapeutical  uses  are  exhaustion  consequent 
on  protracted  diseases,  anaemia  and  scrofiilous  states  of  children 
and  dyspepsia  occurring  in  scrofulous  subjects.  It  may  be  given 
in  doses  of  five  grains. 

Iron,  Ammonio-Tartrate  of 

{Scales) 

Mild  and  unirritating  tonic.     This  substance  has  a  sweetish  and 
not  unpleasant  taste,  and  is  soluble  in  water. 
Dose  ten  to  thirty  grains. 

Iron  and  Potash,  Tartrate  of 

Tonic  and  diuretic.  In  phagedenic  chancres,  phAisis^  and 
atonic  states  generally  of  the  system  it  is  recommended,  while 
against  worms  it  is  found  to  act  particularly  favorably,  as  a  cor- 
roborant anthelmintic  in  women  and  children.  In  its  efiects^and 
use  it  resembles  the  ammonio-citrate. 

Dose  ten  to  thirty  graina 

Iron  and  Manganese,  Citrate  of 

Blood-restorative,  tonic,  and  anti-an»mic    It  is  applieable    to 
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Aat  class  of  diseases,  where  a  depurator  of  the  blood,  and  pow- 
erful tonic  are  needed.     Manganese  promotes  the  promptness  of 
action  and  the  haematinic  influence  of  the  iron  element 
Dose  five  to  ten  grains. 

Iron  and  Quinine,  Citrate  o£ 

The  medicinal  properties  and  action  are  defined  by  Dr.  Waring 
as  follows :  "  Blood  restorative,  tonic  and  anti-periodic.  It  pos- 
sesses the  properties  of  both  iron  and  quinine  and  is  admirably 
adapted  for  children  ajid  delicate  females,  being  easily  borne  when 
the  stronger  salts  are  inadmissible."  The  state  in  which  these 
drugs  exist  in  this  preparation,  is  a  commixture  rather  than  a 
chemical  combination  and  possesses  no  intrinsic  value  superior 
to  an  extemporaneous  union  of  the  medicines.  The  therapeutic 
uses  of  the  two  drugs  are  varied  and  are  discussed  under  tne  ap- 
propriate heads,  a  knowledge  of  which  will  lead  to  the  determina- 
tion of  what  conditions  demand  this  combination.  Dose,  five  to 
ten  grains. 

Iron,  Qninia  and  Stryolinia,  Citrate  of 

Hsematinic,  chalybeate,  and  nervine-stimulant  Beneficial  re- 
sults have  followed  the  use  of  this  combination  in  atonic  dyspep- 
sia, some  types  of  paralysis,  chorea,  amenorrhea,  incontinence  of 
feeces  and  urine,  generally  in  cases  of  nervous  and  physical  degen- 
eration. 

Dose,  three  to  six  graina 

Iron  and  Strychnia,  Citrate  of 

Blood-restorative,  tonic  and  nervine  stimulant  The  morbidly 
irregular  action  of  the  nervous  system  is  very  often  traceable  pn- 
manly  to  impairment  or  deterioration  of  the  blood  by  the  diminu- 
tion of  red  globules,  and  to  meet  the  demand  of  many  of  these 
diseased  manifestations,  there  is  no  more  efficacious  agent  than  the 
citrate  of  iron  and  strychnia.  It  has  been  successmlly  employ- 
ed in  some  forms  of  paresis,  chorea  and  amenorrhea.  Gases  of 
atonic  dyspepsia  are  recorded  as  having  yielded  promptly  to  this 
agent  vVnen  the  pathology  of  incontinence  of  urine  or  fi»cal 
matter  is  physical  aegeneration,  this  combination  may  be  found 
beneficial  Strychnia,  operating  through  the  medium  of  the  spinal 
marrow,  produces  rigidity  of  the  sphincter  ani  and  sphincter 
vesicae,  temporarily  overcoming  the  impaired  muscular  power  and 
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affording  relief,  while  iron,  together  with  the  toning  influence  of 
^trydhnia,  combats  atony,  regenerates  the  system,  and  establishes  a 
radical  cure.  Many  diseases  are  treated  in  vain,  because  the 
aphorism,  sanguis  modercitor  nervorum^  is  lost  sight  of  entirely  in 
their  management  It  combines  one  part  of  strychnia  to  one 
hundred  of  citrate  of  iron.     Dose,  three  to  six  ^n^ms. 


Iron,  Hydrooyanate  of 

« 

Like  the  many  other  preparations  of  the  ferruginous  type,  hy- 
drooyanate of  iron  appears  capable  to  subserve  quite  a  number 
of  indications,  though  its  predominant  value  is  exhibited  in  the 
treatment  of  epilepsy.  Professor  D.  L.  McGugin,  of  the  Iowa 
Medical  Collcjge,  regarded  it  a  superior  remedy  to  combat  epilepsy. 
In  the  following  letter  the  Dr.  refers  to  its  Mstory  and  gives  his 
opinion  of  its  utility  based  on  actual  experience. 

Keokuk,  Iowa,  July  28,  1858. 

MESSRa   TiLDEN  &  Co : — 

I  am  quite  obliged  to  you  for  the  small  package  of  the  "  Hydro- 
oyanate of  Iron"  which  you  so  promptly  prepared  for  and  forward- 
ed to  me,  and  also  for  the  obliging  promise  to  prepare  more. 

I  have  now  an  interesting  case  in  the  person  of  a  young  lady 
who  is  now  under  its  use.  It  was  received  so  recently  that  time 
has  not  been  afforded  for  a  trial  of  its  benefits. 

In  1854  an  article  appeared  in  the  French  journals,  translated 
and  published  in  the  journals  of  this  country,  giving  an  account 
of  the  use  of  the  above  preparation  of  iron,  which  was  truly  grati- 
fying in  the  results  from  its  use.  M.  Roux,  one  of  the  members 
of  the  faculty  of  the  Medical  Institution  at  Montpelier,  treated 
six  cases,  all  of  which  trials  were  successful.  Another  reported 
cases  which  resulted  as  happily,  although  one  of  them  was  a  case 
of  long  standing  advanced  in  life,  and  the  convulsive  movements 
frequent  and  severe. 

A  case  presented  its6lf  possessing  unusual  interest,  being  that 
of  a  young  man,  an  only  son,  very  intelligent  and  of  much  promise, 
intellectually  and  morally,  but  as  he  had  been  under  treatment  for 
some  time,  his  condition  was  not  in  the  least  improved. 

I  determined  upon  a  trial  of  the  Hydrocyanate  of  Iron,  as  it 
was  a  case  which  seemed  to  demand  such  a  combination  or  such  a 
remedy.  After  spending  much  time  in  the  search  of  the  article, 
I  failed  to  procure  it,  when  Prof  Procter,  of  Philadelphia,  was  ap- 
plied to,  wno  kindly  forwarded  me  a  dram  of  it  This  I  used  in 
this  case,  and  after  using  it  for  two  months  the  convulsions  subsi- 
ded, and  did  not  reappear  for  many  months,  during  which  time, 
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QOtwithstanding  I  had  written  in  all  directions,  I  was  not  able  to 
procure  more  of  the  drug  until  your  chemist  favored  me  with  a 
small  parcel  which  I  am  now  employing  as  above  stated. 

During  the  period  employed  in  the  use  of  the  remedy  he  ex- 
pressed a  decided  change  in  his  feelings,  for  instead  of  the  despond- 
ency and  gloom  which  had  previously  weighed  him  down,  he  was 
now  sprightly  and  hopeful.  The  dread  of  the  return  of  the  parox- 
ysms had  been  measurably  dispelled,  and  he  looked  forward  with 
confidence  to  an  ultimate  and  permanent  recovery.  I  believe  that 
could  he  have  continued  the  use  of  the  remedj,  these  fond  hopes, 
in  which  his  family  and  friends  largely  participated,  would  have 
been  realized.  Although  the  epileptic  spasms  nave  returned,  they 
are  not  so  frequent,  nor  are  they  so  severe.  It  is  for  his  case  that 
I  desire  more  of  the  drug  whicn  you  have  kindly  promised  me, 
but  I  have  beside  a  few  other  cases  in  which  I  would  be  gratified 
in  being  able  to  use  it 

Shortly  after  the  article  had  been  expended  in  this  case,  I  called 
the  attention  of  the  medical  public  to  it  in -the  Iowa  Medical 
Journal,  of  which  I  was  at  that  time  one  of  the  editors, — in.  volume 
2d,  No.  2,  1854-55, — in  the  hope  that  it  would  arrest  the  attention 
of  my  medical  brethren,  and  that  a  further  trial  would  be  made 
of  it,  as  this  was  manifestly  the  first  case  repoi'ted  in  which  it  had 
been  used  in  the  United  States.  It  may  have  been  tried,  but  if  so, 
it  has  not  been  reported  in  any  of  the  journals  of  this  countrj',  as 
I  have  searched  every  one  carefully  from  that  time  to  the  prasent 

I  would  be  gratified  to  learn  that  othera  had  prescribed  it  in  a 
disease  so  formidable  in  its  character^  and  one  too  which  awakens 
so  much  solicitude,  on  the  part  of  the  patient  himself;  and  by  the 
family  and  friends,  towards  one  who  is  unfortunate  enough  to  be 
afflicted  with  it  As  Ihave  been  recently  written  to  on  the  subject, 
inquiring  in  relation  to  the  mode  of  using  it,  and  that  others  may 
be  tempted  to  try  it,  I  subjoin  the  formula : 

9.  Hydrocvanate  Ferri,        .        .        .        .         3  j- 

Pulv.  Valerian,  3  ij. 

M.  ft  pil.  No.  120. 

Sig.  One  nigbt  and  morning. 

Each  pill  contains  half-grain  of  the  hyd.  feni,  and  one  grain  of 
the  powdered  valerian.  The  dose  may  be  gradually  increased,  so 
that  at  the  end  of  three  months  eight  grains  of  the  medicine  may 
be  taken  daily.  The  longest  term  requiring  the  use  of  the  drug 
was  one  year,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  the  paroxysms  had  dis- 
appeared entirely.  Other  cases  yielded  to  four,  six,  and  nine 
months'  use. 

Yours,  &c.,  D.  L.  McGUGIN. 

Besides  being  especially  recommended  in  epilepsy,  and  success- 
fully used  when  other  preparations  of  iron  and  nitrate  of  silver 
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had  failed,  it  has  been  recommended  and  used  with  success  in 
chorea,  neuralgia,  and  other  severe  nervous  affections.  M.  M.  Du 
pay  and  Jolly  used  it  in  the  following  form,  in  neuralgia. 

9.    Hydrocyanate  Iron,        ....       18  grains. 
Sulpk  Quinine,  ....  12      " 

Ext  Opium; 1      " 

Conserve  Eoses,  ....  q.  s. 

Make  12  pilla     Take  one  every  two  or  three  hours. 

This  gives  one  and  a  half  grains  of  iron  to  each  pilL  A  medi- 
cal writer  suggests  the  following  change : 

9.    Hydrocyanate  Iron,        ....  18  grains. 

Sulpk  Quinine,  ....  12       " 

Ext  Opium  Aqueous,    ....         1      " 

Ext  Valerian  ale.,*     ....  6       " 

Make  18  pills.  Take  one  every  two  or  three  hours,  increasing 
according  to  the  indications  of  the  case. 

Its  therapeutical  utility  in  epilepsy  is  still  further  attested  by 
Dr.  G.  S.  Bailey,  a  retired  physician  of  Iowa,  in  a  letter  to  the  edi- 
tors of  the  Journal  of  Materia  Medica^  in  which  he  states  his  only 
son,  after  having  been  medicated  for  this  malady  with  all  the  rem- 
edies that  medical  skill  could  suggest,  for  more  than  six  years 
without  success,  was  finally  cured  with  the  hydrocyanate  of  iron, 
oy  Dr.  McGugin. 

M.  Fabre,  \Revue  de  Malgaigne,  March,  1853,  p.  189),  makes 
mention  of  seven  cases  of  well-marked  epilepsy,  m  which  cures 
were  effected  by  pills  of  this  substance.  Corroborative  of  his 
views  of  its  potency,  he  adduces  the  testimony  of  "  M.  Eoux,  of 
Brignolles,  who  reports  several  successful  cases;  also  of  Dr.  Dila- 
siauve,  physician  to  the  Bicetre,  and  other  physicians."  He  claims 
for  it  a  powerftil  influence  over  the  functions  of  the  uterus,  and 
says  it  has  succeeded  in  some  menstrual  disorders  after  other  chal- 
ybeates  had  failed  him. 

Iron  by  Hydrogen. 

{Quevenne's) 

According  to  Quevenne,  iron  by  hydrogen  introduces  more 
iron  into  the  gastric  juice  than  any  other  chalybeate.  It  is  chiefly 
employed  in  anaemia,  chlorosis,  amenorrhea,  and  chorea. 

Dose  three  to  six  grains. 

Iron,  Iodide  of 

Tonic,  emmenagogue,  and  absorbent    It  appears  to  be  particu- 
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larly  adapted  for"  constitutions  ot  a  strumous  dyscrasia.  Large 
doses  are  apt  to  create  nausea  and  unpleasant  gastric  disturbance, 
while  five  to  eight  grain  doses  are  pronounced  safe  and  reliable. — 
Notwithstanding  the  issues  of  good  authorities  in  regard  to  its 
therapeutic  operation,  it  is  generally  believed  that  when  the  com- 
pound is  taken  into  the  stomach,  the  system  receives  the  combined 
effect  of  the  two  elementary  constituents,  and  though  the  iodine  be 
rejected,  it  is  not  so  in  such  a  degree  as  to  interfere  with  its  spe- 
cial therapeutic  operations,  and  for  this  reason  a  peculiar  remedial 
influence  is  attributed  to  the  iodide. 

It  may  be  employed  in  many  cases  of  anaemia  associated  with 
phthisis,  glandular  enlargements  and  strumous  manifestations  gene- 
rally, especially  when  occurring  in  debilitated  and  emaciated  sub- 
jects. One-half  to  one  dram  of  the  syrup  is  reconamended  by  Dr. 
Waring  as  very  efficacious  in  scrofulous  cases  of  amenorrhea  and 
dvsmenorrhea ;  he  cites  the  iavorable  testimony  of  Drs.  Tumbull, 
Williams,  Thompson,  and  Eankine  in  regard  to  its  use  in  these 
complaints.  Dr.  W.  says  the  iodide  of  iron  has  been  known  to 
effect  a  permanent  cure  of  albuminuria,  in  a  subject  of  **  broken 
down"  constitution.  Among  the  other  purposes  for  which  it  may 
be  used  are,  phthisis,  chlorosis,  diabetes,  secondary  syphilis,  or- 
,  ganic  diseases  of  the  uterus,  chronic  affections  ol  the  liver,  &c. 
Dose,  generally  prescribed  is  from  one  to  eight  grains. 

Incompatrhies, — Acids,  alkalies  and  their  carbonates,  most  metal- 
lic salts,  vegetable  astringents,  &c. 

Iron,  Lactate  of 

Mild  chalybeate,  possessing  the  general  properties  and  medi- 
cinal utility  of  other  ferruginous  preparations.  Some  physicians 
claim  for  it  the  superiority,  on  the  ground  that  the  lactic  acid  is 
the  one  that  attacks  the  metal  when  it  has  been  introduced  into  the 
human  economy.  By  others  it  has  been  designated  as  peculiarly 
fitted  to  overcome  amenorrhea  and  dysmenormea,  and  to  combat 
anaemia  and  chlorosis.  In  "  Dunglison's  New  Remedies,"  can  be 
found  abundant  testimony  to  prove  its  efficiency  in  chlorosia — 
Dose,  ten  to  twenty  grains  daily,  in  divided  doses. 

Iron,  Persulpliate  of 

{MonseVs  Salt,) 

For  the  therapeutic  uses  of  this  salt  reduced  to  a  liquid,  see 
MonseVs  Solution. 
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Iron,  Proto-Carbonate  of. 

"Freedom  from  astringeney,  unchangeableness,  and  ready  solu- 
bility in  the  acdds,  are  its  chief  recommendations.  It  is  the  best 
chalybeate  that  can  be  employed  to  produce  the  alterative  effects 
of  iron. 

Dose,  five  to  thirty  grains  daily,  in  divided  quantities. 

Iron,  Citro-Ammoniacal  Pyro-Phosphate  of 

The  preparation  of  this  article  is  based  upon  the  method  of  M. 
G.  Eobiquet. 

It  possesses  marked  advantages  over  the  other  preparations  of 
iron,  ready  assimilation  in  the  system,  and  an  entire  absence  of  any 
tendency  to  disorder  the  stomach  or  bowels.  Persons  of  a  nerv- 
ous delicate  organisation,  particularly  females,  who  can  not  tolerate 
iron  in  its  ordinary  forms.  Generally  bear  this  well,  and  derive 
great  benefit  from  its  use.  The  introduction  of  iron  into  the  econ- 
omy of  some  constitutions,  far  from  producing  the  desired  result, 
interferes  with  the  nutritive  and  digestive  processes,  stimulates 
impoverishment,  and  occasions  gastric  disturbances,  effects  which 
rarely  follow  the  administration  of  the  pyro-phosphate.  Unlike 
other  chalybeates,  though  morbid  action  of  the  system  may  destroy 
its  utility,  it  is  not  so  apt  to  aggravate  the  disorder,  for  the  ^meh- 
oration  of  which  it  was  given.  Again,  the  pvro-phosphoric  acid 
gives  to  it  a  value,  possessed  by  no  other  in  tne  materia  medica, 
U)  combat  many  conditions  in  diseases,  when  the  system  lacks  its 
phosphoric  constituent  in  a  due  proportion.  It  is  particularly  ef- 
ficient in  an  hydrsemic  state  of  the  circulation.  Here  the  system 
lacks  nerve  power,  and  the  stimulating  properties  of  the  "blood 
their  normal  vital  activity.  Under  these  conditions  the  adminis- 
tration of  iron  in  its  ordinaiy  forms  is"  attended  with  Httle  or  no 
benefit  This  defective  assimilatory  power  is,  to  some  extent^ 
counteracted  by  admimstering  wine  ^th  iron,  but  the  pyro^ 
phosphate  is  regarded  a  superior  excitant,  hence  its  lauded  ut&ty 
in  cases  where  persons  "  have  been  over-worked  by  mental  appli- 
cation, and  prostrated  by  disquietude  and  care,  or  have  a  shattered 
nerve-power  from  some  conistant  source  of  bodily  suffering,  have 
a  thousand  anomalous  symptoms  dependent  on  an  imperfectly 
generated  and  distributed  nerve-power,  such  as  wakefulness,  trem- 
bling, spasmodic  movements,  palpitations,"  &c. 

while  it  is  mild  and  agreeable  chalybeate,  its  action  on  the  sys- 
tem is  efiicient  and  it  may  be  administered  in  any  form  that  may 
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be  desirable,  that  of  pill,  solution  in  water,  syrup  or  elixir.    It  is 
veiy  favorably  spoken  of  in  the  treatment  of  rictets  and  diabetes, 
ana  has  been  employed  with  marked  success  in  anaemic  diseases. 
Dose,  two  to  three  grains. 

Iron,  Sesqni-Chloride  of 

This  salt  is  known  under  the  names,  Muriate  of  Iron^  Perchlo- 
ride  of  Iron^  and  the  Sesqui- Chloride  of  Iron.  It  is  the  most  pow- 
erful of  all  the  ferruginous  preparations.  It  is  deliquiscent,  and 
very  soluble  in  water,  alchohol,  and  ether.  It  may  be  used  for 
the  ordinary  purpose  of  chalybeates.  See  Tincture  Muriate  of 
Iron. 

Dose,  in  quantities  according  to  the  severity  of  the  disease,  and 
the  age  of  the  patient 

Iron,  Tannate  of 

Chalybeate  and  tonic.  The  tannate  of  iron  is  eminently  useful 
in  chlorosis,  and  to  check  exhausting  discharges,  and  is  also  a 
popular  application  to  ringwonn.  Dr.  Waring  remarks :  **  In 
chlorosis,  it  has  been  particularly  recommended  by  Dr.  Beredetti, 
who  considers  it  the  most  efficacious  of  all  the  salts  of  iron,  and 
quotes  numerous  cases  in  support  of  his  assertion." 

Dose,  five  to  eight  grains  aaily,  in  divided  quantities. 

Iron,  Valerianate  of 

Nervo-tonic.  It  has  been  employed  with  benefit  in  nervous 
disorders,   hysteria,  chorea,  neuralgia. 

Anaemic  conditions  complicated  with  irritability,  excitability  of 
the  nerves  have  improved  under  the  influence  of  this  salt  Dose 
one  to  two  grains,  repeated  several  times  a  day. 


SOLUTIONS    OF    IRON. 


Iron.  Hydrated  Sesqni-Oxide  of 

This  preparation  is,  without  doubt,  one  of  the  best  antidotes  we 
possess  for  poisoning  by  arsenia  If  a  sufficiently  large  quantity 
be  added  to  a  solution  of  arsenious  acid,  it  combines  with  the 
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acid,  and  converts  it  into  subarseniate  of  protoxyde  of  iron,  which 
is  insoluble.  In  such  cases,  the  hydrated  sesequioxyde  would  act 
as  a  chemical  antidote.  Dr.  T.  R  Beck  recommends  it  to  be  given 
every  five  or  ten  minutes,  or  as  often  as  the  patient  can  swallow  it, 
until  relief  is  obtained ;  adults  may  take  a  tablespoonfiil ;  children 
a  dessertspoonful.  The  sooner  it  is  given  after  the  poison  has  been 
taken  the  more  prompt  and  efficacious  will  be  its  action.  Many 
cases  are  on  record  which  attest  its  eminent  value  and  useful  agency. 


Iron,  Muriate  Tincture  of 

Diuretic,  astringent  and  haamatinic.  It  is  the  most  powerful 
of  all  the  iron  compounds,  and  may  be  used  when  chalybeates 
are  required.  Dr.  O.  Reese  deems  this  the  most  desirable  form  of 
iron  for  intestinal  use  in  haematuria,  while  Dr.  G.  S.  Bird  no  less 
highly  speaks  of  its  efficacy  in  chlorosis.  This  tincture  is  ad- 
vised in  dlhuminti/ria  and  chylous  urine.  In  incontinence  of 
urine  of  children,  three  drops,  thrice  dailv,  in  combination  with 
a  tincture  of  hyoscyamus,  have  produced  the  most  satisfectory 
results.  And  it  is  recommended  as  very  useful  in  rentention  of 
urine  from  spasmodic  stricture  of  the  urethra,  in  atonic  hemor- 
rhages from  the  lungs,  in  profuse  perspiration  of  phthisis,  in  dys- 
i)epsia  occurring  in  scrofulous  subjects,  in  diarrhea  during  the 
ast  stages  of  fevers,  and  in  severe  cases  of  dysentery.  Salutary 
changes  in  some  forms  of  anaemia  may  be  confidently  looked 
for  from  its  haemostatic  operation.  It  appears  to  be  applicable 
for  internal  hemorrhages  and  fluxes  generally. 

As  a  styptic  there  is  no  remedy  in  more  common  use.  Trouble- 
some hemorrhage  which  ofttimes  succeeds  the  extraction  of  a 
tooth,  is  usually  checked  by  one  application.  It  is  also  very  effi- 
cient as  a  caustic  when  applied  to  venereal  warts,  and  some  physi- 
cians depend  on  it  solely  to  discuss  them.  Dose,  ten  to  thirty 
drops,  diluted  with  water. 

Iron,  Nitrate  o£ 

Astringent,  and  tonic  Properly  diluted  it  has  been  used  as  an 
enema  and  injection.  Dr.  Waring  makes  mention  of  its  therapeu- 
tic uses  as  follows'; 

"In  the  diarrhoea  of  children  its  efficacy  has  been  established 
by  Mr.  Kerr,  Prof  Graves  and  many  others.  It  mav  be  riven  in 
doses  of  a  few  drops,  according  to  the  age  of  the  child,  ana  it  may 
be  employed  in  the  form  of  an  enema,    (minims  x — xij.)    It  ap- 
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pears  to  be  a  safe  and  efficient  remedy.  "  In  exhausting  hoemor- 
rhage,  whether  from  the  lungs,  stomach,  kidneys,  or  uterus,  this 
preparation  is  reported  to  be  very  efficacioua  It  requires  to  be 
given  in  large  doses,  fl.  dram  ss.  to  fl.  dranL" 

In  chronic  bronchitis,  diarrhoea,  dysentery,  gleet,  pyrosis,  men- 
orrhagia,  and  all  diseases  attended  with  much  debility,  profuse  dis- 
charges from  the  mucous  surfaces,  and  where  tonics  and  astrin- 
gents are  indicated,  this  remedy  has  been  employed  with  signal 
benefit 

Dose,  ten  to  fifteen  drops  three  times  a  day. 

Iron,  Persulphate  of 

{MonseVs  Solution). 

Styptic  and  hemostatic.  It  possesses  the  advantages  over 
other  salts  in  being  less  irritant  and  more  astringent,  and  is 
peculiarly  adapted  to  cases  of  hemorrhage  from  surfiices  in  which 
it  is  especially  desirable  to  avoid  irritation.  Dr.  H.  H.  Toland, 
of  San  Francisco,  CaL,  {Pacific  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  July, 
1868),  says,  "  If  applied  to  a  superficial  wound  as  soon  as  made, 
not  a  drop  of  blood  escapes,  and  no  pain  results  fix)m  the  appli- 
cation, it  acts  by  producing  instantaneous  coagulation  of  the 
blood,  and  will  be  found  invaluable  in  hemorrhage  fix)m  the 
muoth,  nose  and  thi-oat,  when  it  is  impossible  to  ligate  the  vessel, 
and  may  be  equally  ef&cacious  in  alarming  uterine  hemorrhage, 
either. active  or  passive." 

0.  C.  Gibbs,  M.  D.,  of  Frewsbury,  N.  Y.,  used  a  combination  of 
persulphate  of  iron  with  ftdl  doses  of  opium,  with  remarkable  suc- 
cess in  camp  diarrhea.  Dr.  G.  administered  one  or  two  doses  a 
day,  for  one  or  two  weeks  after  the  disease  was  checked,  in  order 
to  prevent  a  recurrence.  He  administered  the  salt  in  one  to  five 
^m  doses.  This  solution  has  been  recommended  as  an  effica- 
cious stvptic  in  hemorrhage  from  the  stomach  and  bowela  As  an 
antiperiodic,  it  has  been  employed  with  signal  benefit  in  several 
cases  of  intermittent  fever,  where  quinia  had  failed,  and  even  pro- 
duced unpleasant  effects.     Dose,  five  to  fifl»en  drops. 

Iron,  Protoxide  of 

For  combination  with  elixir  of  bark.  For  properties  see  Iron, 
Protoocide  of,  Elixir  of. 
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Iron,  Sesc[ui-Chloride  of 

(Strong  Solution.) 

In  extreme  anaemia  from  violent  hoemorrhage,  when  an  imme- 
diate and  powerful  hematinic  is  required,  this  preparation  is  emi- 
nently  uae^L  Besides  possessing  the  generaJ  properties  of  iron, 
and  being  useful  as  an  internal  remedy,  it  also  is  valuable  as  a  lo- 
cal application,  wherein  consists  its  principal  use  as  a  styptic  in 
cases  of  haemorrhage  trom  superficial  wounds,  bruises,  and  as  a 
caustic  to  warts 


SYRUPS    OP    IRON. 


Iron,  Syrup  of   Citrate  of 

A  mild  chalyfeeate. 

In  ordinary  cases  of  debility  requiring  a  ferruginous  tonic,  es- 
pecially where  the  stomach  is  irritable,  and  also  in  the  various 
strumous  affections  of  children,  this  syrup  is  recommended  as  a 
highly  beneficial  medicine. 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  five  grains  of  citrate  of  iion. 

Dose,  one-half  to  one  dram. 

Iron  and  Qninia,  Syrap  of  Citrate  of  - 

This  syrup  combines  the  effects  of  iron  and  quinia  It  is  espe- 
cially adapted  to  children  and  delicate  femalea 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  two  grains  of  citrate  of  iron,  and 
one-half  grain  of  citrate  of  quinia 

Dose,  one-half  to  one  dram. 

Iron  and  Stryohnia,    Synip  of  Citrate  of 

Agreeable  tonic,  blood  restorative  and  nervine-stimulant,  possess- 
ing the  combined  properties  of  iron  and  strychnia.  It  has  been 
successfully  employea  in  atonic  cases  of  dyspepsia,  constipation, 
and  in  some  forms  of  paralysis,  amennorrhoea,  and  chorea. 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  four  grains  of  citrate  of  iron,  and 
one-hulidredth  of  a  grain  of  strychnia 

Dose,  one-half  to  one  dram. 
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Iron,  Syrap  of  Iodide  of 

This  combination  is  particularly  adapted  for  persons  of  a  scrof- 
ulous diathesis.  Prof.  S.  R  Percy,  oiscoursinff  on  its  virtues 
in  a  lecture  communicated  to  the  American  Medical  Times,  Jan- 
uary 4,  1862,  says : — 

"  It  is  more  used  in  the  diseases  of  children  than  in  those  of 
adults.  The  scrofulous  diseases  of  children,  which  are  always 
accompanied  with  an  anaemic  condition  of  the  system,  are  more 
successfully  treated  with  this  article  than  with  any  other  in  the 
materia  medica.  I  have  found  that  when  the  syrup  is  judiciously 
given  in  small  doses  of  one  to  three  drops,  to  scroralous  and  anse- 
mic  children,  it  can  be  tolerated  for  a  long  time,  and  will  continue 
to  be  of  great  benefit  for  several  weeks,  without  the  necessity  of 
suspending  its  use  for  a  day.  Children,  with  this  small  dose  re- 
peated three  or  four  times  a  day,  will  improve  rapidly  and  steadily, 
when  they  will  not  do  so  well  if  the  dose  is  increased  In  the  one 
instance  the  iron  is  all  taken  up  in  the  system,  and  only  passed  off  in 
the  usual  metamorphosis  of  tissue,  and  the  iodine  exerts  its  peculiar 
action  upon  the  glandular  absorbents,  but  in  the  other  instance  the 
salt  is  presented  in  larger  quantities  than  are  required  for  the  imme- 
diate metamorphoses,  and  it  is  passed  off  to  some  extent  undecom- 
posed,  and  irritates  both  stomacn  and  kidney& 

'*  In  nearly  every  form  of  scrofiilous  disease,  the  sjrrup  of  the 
iodide  of  iron  will  be  found  of  great  service ;  for  in  all  of  these 
diseases  you  find  glandular  enlargements,  which  are  benefited  by 
iodine,  and  anaemia  which  is  reUeved  by  iron.  I  have  treated 
children  with  tubercular  enlargements  of  the  mesenteric  glands 
with  this  remedy  alone,  when  at  first  sight  a  cure  would  seem 
to  be  almost  impossible,  and  when  a  change  of  air  and  diet  could 
not  be  providei  In  diseases  of  this  description,  I  prefer  if  possi- 
ble, to  give  the  remedy  in  small  and  very  fi-equently  repeated 
doses,  as  one  drop  every  hour." 

Dr.  Waring  observes :  "  In  scrofuloiLs  enlargem^ents  of  the  lymphat- 
ic glands  in  the  tabes  mesenterica  andoiher  forms  of  scrofula,  attended 
with  debihty  and  emaciation,  the  iodide  of  iron,  in  the  form  of 
syrup,  is  a  powerftd  and  efiicacious  remedy.  It  improves  the  gen- 
eral health,  and  at  the  same  time,  causes  marked  reduction  in  the 
size  of  enlarged  glands.'* 

A  more  extended  notice  of  the  therapeutical  uses,  for  which  it 
is  evidently  adapted  may  be  found  under  Iron,  Iodide,  of  Dose, 
20  to  40  drops,  diluted  with  water. 

Iron  and  Manganese,  Symp  of  Iodide  of 

Tonic  ftnd  alterative.     In  simple  anaemia,  resulting  from  obsti- 
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nate  intermittent  fevers,  prolonged  suppuration,  scrofulous,  sy- 
philitic and  cancerous  affections,  this  syrup  acts  beneficially  and 
rapidly,  and  peniianent  effects  may  be  expected.  Manganese, 
itself,  closely  resembles  iron  in  its  properties  and  the  above  pre- 
paration is  eminently  applicable  to  that  class  of  diseases  where  a 
depurator  of  the  .blood,  a  powerftd  tonic  and  active  alterative  are 
indicated  Chlorosis,  syphilis,  scrofula,  and  many  diseases  of 
the  skin,  &c.,  are  benefited  by  it  It  possess  aU  the  properties' 
of  the  preceding  syrup,  together  with  those  of  manganese,  a  rem- 
edy lauded  in  combination  with  iron,  on  the  ground  that  it  pro- 
motes the  promptness  of  action  of  the  latter  and  enhances  its  nae- 
matinic  influence.  In  it  (manganese)  iodide  of  iron  may  also  re- 
ceive an  adjuvant  Manganese  is  generally  conceded  to  exert 
a  peculiar  therapeutical  influence  over  the  elements  with  which  it 
combines,  aside  from  that  which  belongs  to  it  intrinsically. 
Dose,  ten  to  thirty  drops. 

Iron,  Qninia  and   Strychnia,    Symp  of 

Phosphate  of 

Highly  esteemed  as  a  chalybeate,  tonic  and  nervine  stimulant 
Uses  of  this  combination  will  readily  be  suggested. 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  phosphate  of  iron,  one  grain,  of 
quinia,  one  grain,  of  strychnia,  ^  grain. 

Dose,  -one  to  two  drams. 

Iron,  with  Iodide  Potass.,  Symp  of  Protoxide  of 

In  this  preparation  are  combined  a  mild  but  eflSlcacious  chaly- 
beate and  vduable  alterative.  In  cases  of  goitre,  strumous  en- 
largement  of  the  glands,  strumous  ophthalmia,  leucorrhea,  mercuri- 
al cachexy,  and  all  tubercular  affections,  chronic  hydrocephalus, 
syphilis  and  syphilitic  affections,  gout,  rheumatism,  arthritic  en- 
largements, astnma,  cutaneous  diseases,  and  in  many  other  diseases 
which  a  knowledge  of  the  properties  of  its  elementary  constitu- 
ents will  readily  suggest,  this  compound  will  prove  eminently  ser- 
viceable, enriching  the  blood,  improving  the  digestion  and  mvig- 
orating  the  system  generally.  It  ma;^  be  employed  in  all  atome 
conditions,  where  the  iodide  of  potassium  is  indicated.  The  me- 
dicinal property  and  action  of  the  Iodide  of  Potassium  are  closely 
analogous  to  tnose  of  iodine,  the  value  of  which,  as  an  altera- 
tive, la  well  known.  It  is  preferred  by  some  on  the  ground,  that 
the  system  sometimes  responds  more  favorably  to  it  tmui  to  iodine 

alone. 

Dose,  one-half  to  one  dram. 


/ 
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Iron,  Syrup  of  Pyropliosphate  of 

For  a  statement  of  the  remedial  advantages  of  this  chalybeate. 
See  Iroriy  Oitro-ammoniaml  Pyrophosphate  of,  This  syrup,  is  pleas- 
ant -to  the  taste  and  is  more  readily  taken  by  a  class  of  patients 
than  the  crystals  or  the  elixir  even. 

Dose,  one  dram. 

Iron  with  Qxiinia,  Syrup  of  Protoxide  df. 

Tonic  an  J  febriftige.  See  iron^rotoxide  of  and  quinia  for  their 
respective  value  as  medicines.  This  combination  may  be  admin- 
istered with  much  confidence  and  assurance  of  success,  in  febrile 
relapses,  dyspepsia,  inertia  or  atony  of  the  several  organs  of  the 
body,  general  debility,  convalescence  from  acute  and  chronic  ex- 
hausting diseases,  some  types  of  neuralgia,  every  disease  charac- 
terized by  periodicity  ana  all  conditions  of  the  system  when  qui- 
nin  J  is  suggested  and  yet  a  chalybeate  is  needed. 
Dose,  one  to  two  drams. 

Iron,  Rhei  and  Colnmbo,  Syrup  of  Protoxide  of 

A  valuable  remedy  in  indigestion.  This  syrup  has  been  uni- 
versally commended  by  all  who  have  given  it  a  fair  trial,  and  is 
pronounced  a  medicine  superior  to  any  other  similar  preparation. 
Bxperienc  proves  its  efficacy  to  combat  dyspepsia  and  the  long 
list  of  symptoms  distinctly  referable  to  a  fit  of  indigestion,  such  a9 
impairment  of  the  appetite,  furred  tongue,  pain  in  the  frontal  re 
gion  of  the  head,  xmdefined  distress  in  the  neigborhood  of  the 
stomach,  regurgitation  of  bile,  constipation,  febrile  movements, 
sallow  appearance  of  the  countenance,  &c.  For  in  combining  a 
tonic,  chalybeate  and  laxative,  it  contains  the  medicines  essential 
for  the  readjustment  of  digestion,  and  the  establishment  of  a  radi- 
cal curew 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains  iron,  siKteen  grains,  rhubarb,  and  co- 
lumbo,  each  five  graina 

Dose,  one  to  two  drams  at  each  meal. 

Iron,  Syrup  of  Superphosphate  of 

Tonic,  deobstruent,  and  haematinic.  This  combination  will  be 
found  of  service  in  most  cases  of  anaemia  and  inay  be  used  for 
the  same  purpose  as  other  hsematinics.  It  is  recommended  upon 
good  authority  as  beneficial  in  the  treatment  of  diabetes.    In  the 

12 
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treatment  of  rickets,  this  agent  deserves  consideration,  combining, 
as  it  does,  two  essential  elements,  necessary  to  build  up  the 
healthy  organization  of  the  system. 

There  might  be  mentioned  numerous  instances  in  which  this  salt 
will  be  found  advantageous.  As  an  alterative  and  blood-restorer, 
it  will  rel  ieve  many  uterine  difficulties,  hepatic  affections  scrofulous, 
diseases,  and  renal  troubles.  Most  of  tnat  catalogue  of  diseases, 
which  are  frequently  denominated  those  of  debility,  will  respond 
favouably  to  the  judicious  use  of  this  agent 

Dose,  one  dram. 

Lavender,  SDiritsof 

^\  Spirits  of  Lavender  is  an  agreeable  perfdme,  and  enters  as  an  in- 
gredient in  a  variety  of  preparations. 


Lavender,  Componnd  Spirits  of 

Dehghtfiil  aromatic  compound,  stimulant,  cordial  and  stomach- 
ic. It  is  extensively  employed  as  an  adjuvant  and  corrigent  of 
many  medicines,  and  as  a  medicine  to  relieve  gastric  uneasiness, 
nausea,  flatulence,  and  languor  or  faintnesa  It  is  a  favorite  remedy 
with  hysterical  and  hypochondriacal  persons.  As  prepared  is 
perfectly  miscible  with  water,  without  the  cloudy  appearance  of 
some  preparations. 

Dose,  thirty  to  sixty  dropa 


Lead.  Acetate  o£ 

Astringent  and  sedativa  Dupuytren  used  this  remedy  success- 
fully internally,  in  three  cases  of  aneurism  of  the  aorta^  Many 
others  have  employed  it  for  the  same  purpose,  and  confirm  the 
views  of  Dupuytren. 

In  dysentery  the  acetate  of  lead  has  been  found  a  remedy  of 
^reat  power  and  efficacy.  Combined  with  opium,  in  many  cases, 
It  proves  a  sovereign  remedy.  In  active  or^assive  hoemorrhages 
combined  with  quinia,  it  is  signally  useful;  and  in  most  cases  of 
menorrhagia,  it  is  the  most  efficacious  remedy  we  possess. 

In  hemorrhage  from  the  bowels  in  advanced  stages,  there  is 
no  better  medicine  than  the  acetate  of  lead  and  opium. 
•The  indications  are  quite  numerous  for  which  this  agent  has 
been  employed. 

Dose,  one-half  to  five  grains. 
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Lead,  Iodide  of 

This  compound  is  supposed  to  have  the  resolvent  properties  oi 
iodine,  combined  with  tnose  which  are  peculiar  to  leai 

It  is  said  to  have  been  usefully  employed  in  the  discussion  of 
scrofulous  tumours  and  other  indolent  swellings,  and  in  the  cure 
of  obstinate  ulcers,  and  for  these  purposes,  has  been  used  both  in- 
ternally, and  locally  in  the  form  of  an  ointment 

Dose,  one-half  to  five  graina 

Lime,  Caxbolate  o£ 

The  uses  of  carbolate  ol  lime  are  mainly  for  disinlecting  pur- 
poses. 


Lime,  Iodide  o£ 

{Crystals  and  Chemically  Pttre.) 

This  preparation  is  in  the  form  of  yellow  crystals,  is  chemically 

Sure  and  perfectly  solubla  We  prepare  this  to  the  exclusion  of 
le  impure  article  called  "Commercial" 

"  looide  of  lime,"  says  Dr.  Talson,  "  was  first  mtroduced  in 
1866.  It  has  been  rapidly  ^ning  favor  among  practitioners  aa 
a  remedy  of  great  value.  It  is  used  in  those  cases  where  iodide 
of  potassium  is  indicated,  but  with  more  marked  effects  than 
usually  attend  the  use  of  that  salt  The  Ume  and  iodine  are 
held  together  by  a  feeble  affinity,  and  the  salt  wiU  not  admit  of 
exposure  without  evolving  free  iodine.  The  solution  is  a  color- 
less and  ahnost  tasteless  liquid. 

Each  dram  of  the  salt  contains  8^  grains  of  iodine,  and  each 
fluid  ounce  of  the  solution  contains  ^  grain  of  iodina  The  iodine 
in  the  solution  exists  in  the  form  of  iodide  of  calcium  and  iodide 
of  lime.  Acids  decompose  the  solution  and  free  the  iodine  and 
hence  the  utility  of  this  form  for  the  administration  of  iodine. 
Probably  in  the  state  of  an  oxide,  the  iodide  of  calcium  is  superior 
to  the  iodide  of  potassium  in  severalparticulars : 

*'  1st  The  smallness  of  the  dose,  and  the  minute  state  of  its 
atomic  divisions.  2<L  Not  passing  off  so  quickly  through  the  kid- 
ney&  3d  Its  ready  combination  witn  the  blood  and  tissues,  man- 
ifested by  its  alterative  effecta  4tL  in  oemg  nearly  tasteiess, 
and  therefore  readily  taken  by  children.  5th.  It  is  less  expensive 
«th.  In  not  producing  either  gastro-enteric  or  vesical  irritation. 
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"It  has  been  used  with  much  success  in  throat  diseases,  in  mor- 
bid conditions  of  the  general  system,  in  scrofulous  affections,  in- 
tractable cases  of  neuralgia,  diseases  caused  by  metallic  poisons, 
&c.  The  dose  of  the  salt  is  very  small, — about  J  of  a  grain  given 
in  solution,  two  or  three  times  a  day.  Of  the  solution,  2  to  4 
fluid  drams  may  be  given  as  often." 

Neither  the  salts  nor  the  solution  should  be  exposed  long  to  the 
air.  The  decomposing  effect  of  the  air  may  be  readily  seen  by 
placing  a  small  quantity  of  the  solution  in  a  glass,  ana  blowing 
mto  the  liquor  through  a  tuba     The  product  is  a  carbonate. 

Incompatibles. — Acids,  soluble  carbonates,  and  sulphates. 

Lime,  Svmp  of  Iodide  of 

Iodide  of  Lime  for  convenience  of  administration,  is  recom- 
mended in  the  form  of  a  Syrup.  It  is  readily  taken  by  children. 
One  of  its  first  effects  is  to  increase  the  appetite.  Its  tonic  proper- 
ties readily  become  manifested.  Children  of  scrofulous  diathesis 
rapidly  improve  under  its  aid,  and  it  is  also  particularly  adapted 
to  a  large  number  of  chronic  or  acute  affections  peculiar  to  them. 
It  possesses  decided  alterative  powers,  and  when  alterative  reme- 
Mes  are  indicated,  it  can  be  used  without  hesitation. 

One  half  to  one  dram  of  the  syrup  is  recommended  by  Dr. 
Waring,  as  very  efficacious  in  scroftiJous  cases  of  amenorrhoea 
and  dysmenorrhoea ;  he  cites  the  favorable  testimony  of  Dra. 
Tumbull,  Williams,  Thompson  and  Banking  in  regard  to  its  use 
in  these  complaints. 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains  the  equivalent  of  three  and  one-half 
grains  of  iodina 

Dose,  fifteen  to  thirty  drops,  properly  diluted 

,  Iodide  of,  and  Protoxide  of  Iron,  Symp  of 


This  combination  is  valuable  for  its  alterative  and  tonic  pro- 
perties, and  differs  fi'om  the  following  only  in  the  absence  of  the 
vegetable  tonic.  It  appears  to  be  indicated  in  those  states  of  the 
syBtem  when  the  want  of  tonicity  and  vitality,  the  depression  ol 
spirit,  and  nervous  excitability,  are  dependent  on  diseases  which 
require  alterative  agents. 

Dose,  one  dram  may  be  given  to  adults,  two  or  three  times  a 
day ;  for  children,  half  the  quantity  constitutes  a  dose. 
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Lime,  and  Protoxide  of  Iron,  Elixir  of  Iodide  o£ 

This  combination  was  first  suggested  by  Dr.  Dimick,  of  Ypsilanti 
It  is  a  valuable  tonic  preparation ;  it  strengthens  the  system,  and  is 
readily  retained  upon  the  stomach. 

The  general  operation  of  the  preparations  of  iron,  is  as  a  tonic  ; 
they  elevate  the  pulse,  heighten  the  complexion,  and  promote  the 
secretions,  and  are  most  usefiil  when  there  is  debility,  relaxation 
and  languid  circulation.  The  most  desirable  is  that  which  is  most 
assimilable,  and  most  acceptable  and  pleasant  to  the  patienta ' 
The  protoxide,  to  fulfill  these  conditions,  is  receiving  high  recom- 
mendations, and  daily  securing  a  stronger  hold  on  tne  confidence 
of  the  profession  as  a  remedial  agency  of  superior  efficacy  in  or- 
dinary cas^  of  prostration  and  disordered  life.  It  is  reliable, 
pleasant,  and  very  free  fi^^m  any  disagreeable  taste.  It  is  a  con- 
ceded fact  that  vegetable  tonics  materially  aid  the  operations  of 
iron,  and  in  the  elixir  we  have  this  adjuvant 

The  iodide  of  lime  is  not  only  used  in  those  cases  where  the 
iodide  of  potassium  is  indicated  and  with  more  marked  effects  than 
usually  attend  the  use  of  that  salt,  but  is  very  valuable  in  cases 
where  the  iodide  of  potassium  is  inadmissible.  It  does  not  occa- 
sion iodism,  or  resorption  of  the  healthy  tissues ;  it  does  not  excite 
the  circulation,  nor  irritate  the  stomach  and  bladder  by  passing  off 
too  rapidly  throu^^h  the  kidneya 

By  Wbining  the  virtues  o?  these- two  potent  medicines  in  th« 
form  of  a  palatable  dixir^  we  have  an  alterative  and  tonic  of  pa/ro' 
numrvt  excellence^  one  which  promptly  exerts  its  influence  on  the 
system  by  way  of  giving  it  tone  and  producing  salutary  change 
in  diseasa 

The  Qiicago  Medical  Journal  says :  A  veiy  excellent  alterative 
and  tonic  is  afforded  in  Tilden's  beautiful  emdr  of  ioddde  of  lime 
and  protoxide  of  iron.  We  have  always,  previously,  been  disap- 
pointed in  securing  desired  results  firom  tne  use  of  the  ^^  iodide  of 
lime,''  but  find  this  particular  preparation  to  "  fill  the  bill "  to  our 
very  great  satisfaction. 

Ea^  fluid  dram  contains  iodide  of  lune  one-fourth  grain,  pro- 
toxide of  iron  three  grains. 

Dose,  one  dram  two  or  three  times  daily. 

Lime,  Elixir  of  Phosphate  o£ 

Alterative  and  an  excellent  ant-acid.  Phosphate  of  lime  in 
this  form  is  readily  taken  by  children,  and  is  the  pleasantest 
remedy  that  can  be  administered  to  meet  a  number  of  indications. 
In  the  treatment  of  rickets  and  moUities  ossium,  it  is  indicated 
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upon  obvious  chemical  grounda  In  scrofdlons  affection  and 
pnthisis,  it  has  been  employed  with  considerable  advantage  It 
IS  admirably  adapted  to  diarrhea,  acidity,  and  gout  accompanied 
with  acidity. 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  two  grains  of  phosphate  of  lime,  and 
four  grains  of  phosphoric  acid. 

Dose,  one  to  two  drama 


Lithia,  Carbonate  o£ 

This  substance  has  come  into  use  as  a  solvent  for  uric  acid  cal- 
culi Its  great  solvent  power  for  that  acid  also  renders  it  of  much 
service  in  gout  and  rheumatism.  It  is  su^ested  as  an  injection 
•into  the  bladder  in  cases  of  oxaluria  and  lithuria. 

Dose,  three  to  eight  grains  several  times  a  day. 

Magnesia,  Citrate  of^  Q-ranular  Efiervescent. 

* 

A  popular  and  effective  medicine  when  cooling  aperients  are 
needed,  and  in  large  doses  acts  as  a  mild  cathartic. 

The  effervescing  properties  of  this  elegant  preparation  are  re- 
tained in  granular  form,  preserving  the  flavor  as  a  palatable  saline 
draught 

As  an  aperient  or  purgative  it  is  pleasant  to  the  taste,  unobjec- 
tionable to  the  most  ^delicate  organiLtion,  mild  but  certain  in> 
operation,  and  has  a  popularity  unequalled  by  any  other  of  its 
class  of  medicines.  One  to  two  drams,  dissolved  in  two  fluid 
ounces  of  water  act  as  an  aperient  Larger  doses  are  required  to 
produce  a  purgative  operation. 


Mercury,  Biniodide  o£ 

(Red.) 

This  preparation  of  mercury  has  been  used  with  much  success 
in  scrofula  and  syphilia  It  has  been  found  a  valuable  remedy 
in  rheumatism,  aependent  on  a  syphilitic  taint,  having  effected 
cures  in  several  cases  in  which  the  Bichloride  or  common  subli- 
mate had  been  given  in  vain.  Q-ood  results  have  followed  its  ad- 
ministration in  cases  of  epilepsy  caused  by  injuries  to  the  head, 
in  which  thickening  of  the  dura  mater  was  suspected  The  adven- 
titious deposit  becomes  rapidly  absorbed. 

Dose,  one-sixteenth  or  a  grain,  gradually  increased  to  one- 
fourtL 
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Mercury,  Protiodide  of 

(Gh-een,) 

Serviceable  in  scrofala  and  scrofalous  syphilis,  as  well  as  in  all 
cases  of  hypertrophy. 

It  shonla  never  be  given  a  the  same  time  with  iodide  of  po- 
tassium, which  converts  it  immediately  into  biniodide  and  .me- 
tallic mercury. 

Dose,  one  grain,  gradually  increased  to  three  or  four  grains. 

Nitrate  of  Silver. 

Nitrate  of  silver  is  tonic,  anti-spasmodic  aud  sedative.  It  is 
much  used  as  an  escharotic,  either  in  solution  or  solid.  The  stren^h 
of  the  solution  should  depend  on  the  condition  of  the  parts  to  which 
it  is  to  be  applied,  and  tne  character  of  the  affections.  It  has  been 
applied  with  oenefit  to  warts,  ulcers,  fungous  growths,  chancres* 
cancrum  oris,  fetid  discharges  from  the  ear,  tongue,  gums,  &c. 

As  a  local  apphcation  in  erysipelas,  leucorrhea,  gonorrhea,  gran- 
ulations, excoriations,  stricture  of  the  urethra,  ring-worms,  corns 
and  many  cutaneous  diseases,  it  has  also  been  employed  with  favor 
able  results.  Especially  useful  to  check  the  progress  of  malignant- 
erysipelas. 

Much  benefit  has  also  been  derived  from  the  solution  in  venere- 
al affections  of  the  throat  and  other  throat  difficulties,  here  applied 
by  means  of  a  sponge.  If  the  pain  ,be  excessive,  it  may  oe  ap- 
peased by  a  wash  of  common  salt  Chloride  of  sodium  converts 
the  nitrate  into  an  insoluble  salt 

In  obstinate  cases  of  diarrhea  of  children,  Dr.  Willshire,  observes 
Dr.  Waring,  has  used  the  following  formula  with  great  success : — 

9.    Argent  Nit, gr.  j. 

Acid  Nitric  DiL,  ....  Minims,  v. 
Mucilag.  Acac,  Syrup,  Simp,  aa,  .  .  fZ'VJ. 
M.  Sumat,  f  3  j.   4tfi  quSque  horfi.. 

It  is  recommended  in  gastralgia,  jaundice,  dyspepsia,  diarrhea  of 
phthisis,  in  dysentery,  acute  and  chronic,  and  many  other  diseases 
of  the  abdommal  viscera ;  in  spasmodic  affections,  chorea,  epilepsy, 
hooping-cough  and  asthma.  Certain  rules  should  be  observed  m 
its  administration.     Dose,  one-fourth  to  one-half  grain. 

OpixLin,  Deodorized  Plnid. 

The  extensive  applicability  of  opium  to  the  cure  and  mitigation 
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of  disease,  has  incorporated  it  into  almost  every  practice  of  medi- 
cina  It  is  in  its  primary  action,  excitant,  speedily  relieving  pain ; 
capable  beyond  any  other  narcotic  of  producing  sle^ ;  powerftd- 
ly  anti-spadmotic ;  possesses  the  power  of  allaymg  local  and  gen- 
eral irritaton  ;  suppresses  morbid  discharges ;  and  in  combination 
with  Small  dosQs  of  emetic  medicines,  is  pre-eminently  a  diaphor- 
etia  The  secretions,  severally,  with  the  exception  of  that  from 
the  skin,  are  suspended,  or  diminished  after  the  administration  of 
opium. 

On  some  constitutions  the  crude  article  produces  peculiar  ef- 
fects, widely  different  from  its  usual  mode  of  operation ;  such  as 
great  sickness  and  vomiting,  restlessness,  headache,  delirium  and 
even  obstinate  wakefulness,  which  ill  effects  are  owing  to  the 
presence  in  it  of  the  deleterious  principles,  narcotine^  papaverine^ 
and  tliebai7ie.  In  the  fluid  opium  deodorized  these  noxious  agents 
are  absent,  and  the  three  great  soporific  principles,  morphine^  nar- 
nceie  and  codeine,  are  present,  puiified  and  separated  fi-om  the  tox- 
cological  and  deleterious  principles,  and  act  conjointly,  consti- 
tuting A  soporific  and  anodyne  of  paramount  excellence;  one 
that  exerts  its  tranguilijring  influence  m  a  manner  satis&ctory  to 
both  physician  and  patient,  one  that  is  now  generally  acknowl- 
edged to  best  meet  the  numerous  cases  when  opiates  are  indicated. 

It  is  of  the  strength  of  laudanum,  and  superior  to  llie 
many  empirical  elixirs  and  solutions  in  use,  possessing  in  reality  all 
the  advantages  the  latter  arc  claimed  to  combine. 

The  fluid  opium,  deodorized,  is  a  very  pleasant  anodyne  and  an- 
ti-spasmodic, much  used  to  allay  cough  in  chronic  catarrh,  asth- 
ma, consumption,  &c. ;  to  relieve  nausea  and  slight  pains  in  the 
stomach  and  bowels ;  to  check  diarrhoea ;  and  in  infantile  cases  to 
procure  sleep. 

Repose  is  usually  induced  by  the  minimum  dose,  but  in  obsti- 
nate irritation,  the  dose  can  be  repeated  several  times  with  safety. 

Dose,  for  an  infant,  one  to  three  drops ;  for  an  adult,  fifteen  to 
twenty  drops. 

Pepsine. 

[Pure.) 

This  substance  is  regarded  as  a  positive  anatomical  ingredient 
of  the  gastric  juice,  both  essential  to  its  constitution  and  physio- 
logical action.  Introduced  into  the  system  it  increases  the  appe- 
tite, allays  irritability  of  the  stomach,  and  promotes  changes  in 
this  viscus  essential  to  healthv  digestion  of  the  nitrogenous  ele- 
ments of  food.     See  Journal  Materia  Medica,  VoL  6  and  6. 

Dose,  ten  to  fifteen  grains  immediately  before  or  after  meals. 
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Pepsine,  Strychnia  and  Bismuth,  Elixir  o£ 

Hiffhly  lauded  as  a  digestive  Particvdarly  adapted  to  dyspep- 
sia, tKe  ikitabilitv  of  the  stomacb  following  chronic  gastritis,  and 
Lothat  attendant  on  convalescence  and  cemin  exhai!^ve  diseas- 
es  such  as  phthisis.  In  these  states,  the  gastric  juice  is  not  secret- 
ed in  sufficient  quantity  to  enable  the  stomach  to  perform  its  pro- 
per function.  Pepsine  is  claimed  to  contravene  this  departure 
from  health  by  keeping  up  artificial  digestion,  while  strychnia 
gives  tone  an/ integrity  to  the  sympathetic,  in  which  is  acfenowl- 
edged  to  reside  the  "secretive  co-ordination,"  thereby  tending  to 
effect  a  permanent  cure,  and  bismuth. operates  as  a  sedative  and 
alterative,  and  plays  an  important  part  in  irritableness  of  the 
stomach,  and  in  inflamed  conditions  of  the  gastro-enteric  mucuous 
membranes. 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  five  grains  of  pepsine,  ^  grain  of 
strychnia,  and  one  grain  ammonio-citrate  of  bismuth. 

Dose,  one  dram  before  meals. 

Pepsine,  Wine  of 

This  elegant  cordial  contains  the  digestive  principle  of  the  gas- 
tric juice  held  in  solution  by  pure  sherry  wine,  and  is  acceptable, 
to  even  those  of  the  most  delicate  organizationa  No  more  grate- 
ful and  eflScient  medicine  has  been  tried  in  dyspepsia  and  kindred 
diseasea 

Dose,  from  a  half  to  a  wine  glassful  should  be  taken  just  before 
or  immediately  alter  meals. 

Phosphates,  Symp  of 

Compounded  of  Lime,  Soda,  Potassa  and  Iron — Chemical  Food, 

This  remedy  has  been  suggested  in  cases  of  debiUly,  or  consti- 
tutional languor,  where  the  nmctions  ol  the  system  lack  their  nor- 
mal vitality,  and  yet  these  morbid  symptoms  are  traceable  to  no 
one  single  positive  cause.  Its  use,  thougn,  is  advised  only  in  those 
cases  4eiC^e  simple  syrup  of  phospluite  of  iron  fails  to  bring 
about  the  desired  effect  But  the  value  of  the  several  ingredients 
afi  nutritive  tonics  is  too  well  known  to  require  a  lengthy  notice 
of  the  therapeutics  of  the  compound 

Dose,  one-half  to  one  dram.  ' 
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Potassa,  Acetate  ot 

Acetate  of  potassa  acts  as  a  diuretic  in  doses  ot  from  a  scruple 
to  a  draclim,  and  as  a  mild  cathartic  when  given  to  the  extent  of 
two  or  three  drachms. '  The  late  Dr.  Duncan,  of  Edinburgh,  con- 
sidered it  to  be  a  medicine  of  great  efficacy,  and  one  of  our  best  sa- 
line deobstruents  Dr.  J.  A.  Eaton,  of  Glascow,  has  found  it  useful 
in  several  akin  diseases,  such  as  psoriasis,  eczema,  and  lepra. 
Cases  which  had  resisted  the  ordinary  remedies  were  cured,  after 
a  treatment  occnpying  from  three  weeks  to  two  months.  The 
dose  given  by  Dr.  Eaton  was  half  a  drachm,  three  times  a  day, 
dissolved  in  water.  The  repaedy  seemed  to  act  through  the  kid- 
neys, the  urine  being  remarkably  increased,  both  in  its  aqueous 
and  solid  contents.  The  late  Dr.  Golding  Bird  treated  a  large 
number  of  cases  of  acute  rheumatism  with  remarkable  success, 
with  this  salt  The  pain  of  the  disease  declined  as  soon  as  the 
urine  became  alkaline,  and  rose  in  specific  gravity.  The  quantity 
given,  in  twenty-four  hours,  was  hsilf  an  ounce  m  divided  doses, 
largelj  diluted  with  water.     (U.  S.  D.) 

it  IS  spoken  of  as  efficacious  in  large  doses  in  acute  and  suba- 
cute uretnritis  with  mucous  or  puruloid  discharges,  and  in  similar 
affections  of  the  vagina  and  uterus. 

Dose,  no  nicety  need  be  observed. 

Potassa,  Solution  of  Arsenite  of. 

{FowUr^s  Solution, 

Arsenic,  from  an  early  date,  has  been  successfiilly  used  as  an 
anti-periodic.  The  number  of  physicians  of  talent  and  fruitftd 
experience,  both  in  America  and  Europe,  who  have  lauded  its 
efficacy  in  intermittent  and  periodic  fevers,  is  too  large  to  leave  a 
shadow  of  a  doubt  of  its  utility  in  those  diseases.  It  is  not  claim- 
ed to  supersede  quinia  in  recent  intermittent  fevers,  but  is  promised 
equal  to  quinia  in  chronic  forms  of  that  affection,  and  to  constitute 
an .  invaluable  relay  in  the  small  proportion  of  cases  which  resist 
cinchona  in  all  its  forms  and  in  every  dose.  Fowler  effected  radi- 
cal cures,  by  the  arsenical  solution,  of  171  out  of  247  cases  of 
"  aguea  "  Withering  used  the  solution  with  complete  success-  in  84 
out  of  48  cases,  though  in  the  remaining  15  cases  it  failed.  Dr. 
T.  D.  Mitchell  found  other  preparations  besides  Fowler's  solution^ 
ineffectual. 

There  is  a  variety  of  diseases  amenable  to  this  solution,  among 
which  may  be  named  chorea,  neuralgia,  chronic  rheumatism,  in- 
veterate cutaneous  affections,  such  as  chronic  eczema,  psoriasis, 
chronic  impetigo  and  lichen,  and  others.     It  has  also  been  found 


JOURNAL  OF  MATERIA  MSDIGA.  187 

^cacioua  in  menorrhagia.  StQW  records. the  foUowing  i^a- 
tioBS,  which  Mr.  Hunt  claims  should  be  observed  in  the  arsenical 
treatment : — 

1.  The  use  of  arsenic  is  contra-indicated  when  there  is  a  feverish 
state  of  the  system,  a  quick  pulse,  hot  skin,  &c. 

2.  It  should  never  be  given  on  an  empty  stomacL 

8.  Should  never  be  given  in  increasing  doses.  This  is  a  &tal 
and  almost  universal  mistake. 

4.  The  largest  dose  ever  required  is  live  minims  of  Fowler's  so- 
lution, three  times  a  day. 

5.  This,  if  mixed  with  the  food,  will  not  irritate  the  stomach  or 
bowels,  but  will,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  or  weeks,  produce  an 
itching  or  smarting  of  the  conjunctiva.  This  membrane  will  ap- 
pear dightly  inflamed,  and  the  lower  eyelid  will  soon  appear  a  ht- 
tle  puffed  or  swollen.  The  cutaneous  disease  will  now  begin  to 
decline,  and  the  dose  must  be  reduced  to  four  minima. 

6.  If  the  conjunctiva  continues  much  inflamed,  the  dose  must 
be  farther  reduced,  but  the  conjunctiva  must  be  kept  tender 
throughout  the  whole  coursa 

7.  K  the  skin  becomes  more  inflamed,  the  course  must  not  be 
interrupted,  but  a  few  leeches  must  be  applied  to  the  margin  of 
the  diseased  portions,  or  an  occasional  aperient  exhibited. 

8.  The  arsenical  course  must  be  contmued  for  as  many  months 
after  the  final  disappearance  of  the  eruption,  as  it  had  existed 
years  before.     This  will  prove  a  security  against  a  relapse. 

9.  Cutaneous  disorders  treated  in  this  way  seldom  return,  and 
never  severely,  nor  is  there  any  danger  of  metastasis. 

Antidotes. — Free  evacuations  of  the  stomach  by  emetics :  ipecacu- 
anha is  preferred  or  sulphate  of  copper  or  zina  The  emesis 
should  be  promoted  by  warm  drinks,  or  other  mixtures,  after 
which  the  hydrated  sesquioxide  of  iron,  or  the  hydrated  sulphuret 
of  iron  should  be  administered  in  large  doses.  The  same  plan  of 
treatment  may  be  pursued  to  combat  poisoning  by  the  preceding 
arsenical  preparation. 

Incompatible^ — Acids,  acidulous  salts,  sulphuretted  hydrogen  and 
its  compounds,  sulphates  of  magnesia,  iron  and  copper ;  chlorides 
of  barium,  calcium  and  iron,  nitrate  of  silver ;  alum,  Ac. 

Dose,  five  to  ten  drops  three  times  a  day. 

Fotassa,  Chlorate  o£ 

{Chemically  purely 

Eefiigerant  and  diuretic.  This  medicine  has  been  very  success- 
ftdly  employed  in  scorbutic  and  hepatic  affections,  cancrum  oris, 
abscesses,  boils,  mercurial  salivation,  maternal  stomatitis,  eruptions 
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and  by  some  practitioners  mainly  relied  on  in  scarlatina,  fetid 
breath,  diphtheria,  and  ordinary  cases  of  sore  throat  It  is  ac- 
knowledged a  superior  remedy  in  gangrene  and  ulceration  of  the 
mouth,  destroying  the  disagreeable  odor,  diminishing  the  discharge 
of  saliva,  and  expediting  granulation.  Some  authorities  pronounce 
it  a  sedative  to  the  nervous  and  circulatory  systems,  a  stunulantto 
the  digestive  and  urinary  organs,  as  well  as  an  alterative  and  stim- 
ulant to  mucous  linings,  on  account  of  which  last  property  it 
appears  to  be  indicatea  in  morbid  and  inordinate  mucous  dis- 
charges. 

Dr  Watson  states  that  one  dram  of  the  salt  dissolved  in  a  pint 
of  water  is  a  beneficial  daily  drink  in  typhoid  fever.  "  Prof  Lorn* 
bard  (W.)  dtrongly  recommends  the  chlorate  of  potash  in  doses  of 
gr.  XV, — ^xviij,  every  four  or  six  hours  in  anasarca  and  ascites  after 
typhus  fevers."  The  desired  obiect  has  been  accomplished  by  this 
remedy  in  pregnancy,  when  the  results  of  prior  pr^ancies-^indi- 
cated  the  foetus  woiud  be  either  stillbom  or  very  wefiiKly.  It  may 
be  applied  externally  as  a  wash  or  injection  in  solution  of  six  to 
twenty  grains  to  the  fluid  ounce  of  water.  It  answers  thus  in  affec- 
tions of  the  mouth,  aided  by  internal  administration- 
One  fluid  ounce  of  water  dissolves  about  twenty  five  graina 
No  nicety  need  be  observed  in  the  dosa  As  a  prophylactic  in  sali- 
vation, small  doses  will  serve. 

Potassium,  Arseniated  Bromide  o£ 

The  therapeutics  of  this  prq)aration  have  received  considerable 
attention  ana  laudation.  Dr.  Chas.  A.  Lee  says :  "  I  am  satisfied 
it  is  a  most  valuable  preparation."  Dr.  L.  Elsberg,  of  New  York, 
in  a  communication  to  the  Medical  and  Surgical  BeporteVy  Philadel- 
phia, (Sept  24,  1859),  spoke  of  it  as  possessing  "  tonic,  alterative 
and  rc^ofeen^  properties."  E.  H.  ShoU,  M.  D.,  in  the  same  journal, 
has  recentiy  endorsed  Dr.  E.'s  opinion,  and  ftom  actual  experience 
proclaims  himself  satisfied  "with  the  rapidity  and  certainty  of  its 
excellent  tonic  effects,"  remarking : 

**  It  presents  to  the  profession  a  remedy  concentrated  and  palata- 
ble, objects  not  to  be  disregarded,  when  contending,  as  we  fire- 
quentiy  have  to  do,  in  the  peculiar  class  of  cases  to  which  it 
adapts  itself  with  stomachs  easily  revolted  by  the  grosser  and 
bulkier  medicines."  Dr.  S.  has  used  it  in  chronic  intermittents, 
and  this  class  of  diseases,  and  says,  "  it  has  succeeded  admirably, 
relieving  them  more  speedily  and  certainly  than  barks,  ferrugin- 
ous tonics,  arsenic  or  strychnia."  He  recommends  it  in  secondary 
syphilis,  occurring  in  persons  of  a  scrofulous  nature;  advises  it  in 
combination  with  stitlingia,  in   chlorosis;    with  sanguinaria,  in 
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'^  long-standing  cases  of  neuralgia ;    and  with  ergot  in  climacteric 
menorrhagia     More  authority  could  be  adduced. 
Dose,  tnree  to  four  drops,  m  a  wine  glass  of  water,  twice  daily. 

Fotassitim,  Bromide  ol 

This  salt  has  been  employed  with  good  results  in  scroiula,  en- 
largements of  the  spleen,  epilepsy,  incontinence  of  urine  of  chil- 
dren, gonorrhea  and  chordee,  nymphomania,  priapism,  and  some 
forms  of  spermatorrhoea,  &c.  In  syphilitic  eruptions  it  has 
proven  a  good  substitute  for  iodide  of  potassium. 

Dr.  Alexander  J.  Stone  has  recently  called  the  attention  of  the 
profession  to  a  new  and  important  property  of  this  salt,  viz :  the 
power  of  counteracting  the  nausea  attending  etherization.  Dr.  S.  has 
several  columns  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  Feb. 
28,  1868,  devoted  to  an  expedition  of  the  Power  of  Bromide  of  Po- 
tassiurrij  in  Checking  the  Reflex  Nausea  induced  by  Etherization,  Dr. 
S.  instances  some  thirty  unselected  cases,  where,  in  his  practice, 
this  new  property  of  the  bromide  was  exhibited  so  as  to  complete- 
ly arrest  the  disagreeable  sequelae  attendant  upon  the  inhalation 
of  ether,  and  claims  to  have  so  thoroughly  tested  the  reality  of 
this  new  quality  as  to  place  unqualified  confidence  in  it  Dr.  S. 
moreover  remarks :  "  In  Prof.  Storer's  practice,  I  have,  within  the 
past  four  months,  been  obliged  to  prescribe  it  for  various  symp- 
toms attending  uterine  disease,  such  as  insonwiia,  hystoria,  epilep- 
sy, and  other  forms  of  mental  and  nervous  derangements.  More 
tnan  a  hundred  and  fifty  times,  speaking  within  bounds,  and  with 
the  single  exception  of  the  resultmg  acnoid  eruption,  which  passes 
away  voluntarily  when  the  medicine  is  discontmued,  I  have  been 
so  K)rtunate  as  not  to  have  seen  any  ill  results,  In  case  it  is  to 
be  given  after  the  use  of  ether,  I  would  recommend  the  exhibition 
of  either  thirty  or  forty  grains  every  thirty,  forty-five  or  sixty 
minutes,  as  may  be  found  desirable, 

"  I  am  inclined  to  think,  however,  fix)m  the  results  of  a  some- 
what extended  series  of  experiments  made  with  this  drug  by  Dr. 
Storer  upon  himself,  and  communicated  to  me,  that  there  is  little 
or  no  risk  of  gastric,  nervous,  or  other  irritation  firom  its  use  even 
in  doses  that  might  seem  enormous,  provided  the  bromide  is  ex- 
hibited in  at  least  twice  the  amount  of  water  required  to  dissolve 
it'' 

Dose,  three  to  ten  grains  three  times  a  day. 

PotassitLm,  Chloride  o£ 

Chloride  of  Potassium  is  anti-neuropatkfc,  and  an  alterative  pu- 
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rifier  of  the  blood     Used  for  nearly  the  same  purpose  as  the  chlo- 
rate of  potassa. 

Fotassinm,  Iodide  o£ 

Iodide  of  potassium  is  the  most  important  of'  the  several  prepa- 
rations of  iodine,  possesses  its  general  therapeutic  properties,  and 
is  applicable  to  an  extended  number  of  cuseases.  It  produces 
very  marked  effects  on  the  secretions,  which  it  uniformly  increas- 
es, and  into  which  it  readily  passes.  It  generally  increases  the 
appetite  and  flesL  The  general  character  of  its  action  is  to  re- 
move abnormal  tissue,  eliminating  the  material  by  the  kidneya  It  is 
very  beneficial  in  struma  in  all  its  forms,  occasionally  in  chorea  aft^ 
the  preparations  of  iron  have  failed,  in  gout,  albuminuria,  ague, 
in  the  various  forms  of  syphilis,  in  mucurio-syphilitic  sore  throat, 
gjonorrhoea,  leucorrhoea,  neuralgia,  circumorbital  pains,  haBmopty- 
sis,  mecurial  humors  and  lead  palsy.  In  that  form  of  rheoma- 
tism  characterized  by  wandering  pains  in  the  bones,  and  in  tuber- 
cular forms  of  the  venereal  eruptions,  in  the  euppurative  stage  of 
pneumonia,  its  efficacy  is  attested  by  the  highest  authority. 

Some  writers  think  it  decidedly  more  efficacious  in  stomatitis 
than  chlorate  of  potassa.  Large  aoses  are  advised  by  Mr.  Sankey 
in  ague  It  is  pronounced  the  oest  remedy  in  mercurio-syphilitic 
sore  throat  It  has  been  successftdly  employed  in  strumous  in 
flammation  of  the  eye,  given  in  the  compound  syrup  of  sarsaparilla. 
This  valuable  medicine  when  given  in  small  <loses,  will  occasion- 
ally give  rise  to  troublesome  symptoms,  and  severely  afiect  the 
system.     /Yt«  grairis  have  proiduced   coryza,  conjunctivitis,  dys- 

Sioea,  and  other  serious  disturbances.     This  £act  militates  against 
e  expediency  of  giving  it  even  in  large  quantities,  until  warrant- 
feed  in  so  doing  by  a  knowledge  of  the  constitutioual  idiosyncrasies 
and  susceptibility  of  the  patient  to  its  actioiL 
Dose,  firom  two  to  ten  grains. 

Quinia. 

This  is  the  name  of  an  alkaloid  obtained  from  the  Peruvian 
4ark.  It  was  discovered  in  the  year  1820,  by  Pelleti«r  and 
*>iventou,  and  has  since  steadily  ^rown  in  popularity  until  it  qow 
lakes  its  place  among  the  most  valuable  agents  in  the  materia  medi- 
ca,  and  by  common  consent  is  regarded  '•  a  most  im(^H>rtant  gift  fiom 
modem  analvtical  chemistry  to  medicine  * 

Qainia  is  applicable  to  all  the  diseases  for  which  cinchona  has 
been  long  used  and  celebrated  as  a  tonic  febrifuge  and  anti-period- 
ic: bavinsT  all  the  medicinal  properties  of  the  crude  bariL  save  its 
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3oge  S2  astriBgency.    It  claimg  the  preference  to  the  crude  bark  in  aot  being 

open  to  the  objections  of  overloading  the  stomach,  and  bringinff  on 
dyspepsia  and  other  derangements  of  the  alimentary  canal,  which 
are  the  results  of  large  doses  in  which  the  crude  bark  must  be  ad- 
ministered to  produce  the  desired  eftiect  Quinia  is  seldom,  if  ever 
given  alone,   but  generally  in  the  form  of  salt      Its  therapeutic 

I  serei:  uses  are  too  obvious  to  require  enumeration. 

I  t;'  Qtdnia,  Chlorate  of. 
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This  article  was  introduced  into  medicine  within  the  last  year  by 
Dr.  Lyons,  of  Dublin,  who  claims  for  it  a  febrifuge  of  surpassing 
potency.  The  record  of  his  experience  with  this  agent  would 
place  it  foremost  in,  the  rank  of  remedies  to  combat  the  graver  forms 
of  typhus,  typhoid  pneumonia,  scarlatina,  small-pox,  low  phlegmon- 
i^?^-  ous  mflammation,  and  low  pyrexial  states.     When   the  heart  is 

^j^  feeble,  it  is  said  to  possess  an  almost  magical  efficacy  in  reducing 

yet  sustaining  the  pulsation. 

In  JBraithwatte's  Retrospect^  Part  54,  page  288,  may  be  found  an 
ws^  ^  interesting  communication,  (Copied  from  the  Jdedtcal  Press  and 

1*^'^  Circular  J  May  80,  1866,  page  662),  on  the  employment  of  this 

B  b  5S  new  febriftige.      A  case  of  scarlatina  anginosa  is  recorded  where 

bv  Jt-  rapid  defervescence  followed  the  use  of  this  agent     "  The  chlorate 

:6z^  of^quinia  was  ordered  for  this  patient  in  three  grain  doses  every 

a  s:^-  third  hour,  in  addition  to  which  the  tonsils  were  washed  with  a  20 

i  :•:  s35  grain  solution  of  silver,  and  a  gargle  of  chlorate  of  potash  directed 

i.  rl  •-»  to  be  used  frequently  during  the  day.     *    *    ♦    On  the  fourth 

r^jj  5^'  day  defervescence  was  well  established,  the  pulse  had  fallen  to  80 

■S^  from  180),  the  throat  was  quite  restored  to  a  natural  condition,  and 

the  patient  in  aU  respects  convalescent  In  two  other  cases  of  scar- 
latina, but  of  milder  form,  the  chlorate  was  employed  with  very 
satisfectory  results." 

The  writer  also  cites  a  case  of  protracted  typhus  fever  with  diph- 
theria supervening  which  had  proved  rebellious  against  eveiy  o4er 
plan  of  treatment,  but  which  rapidly  succumbed  to  the  chlorate  oi 
quinia  in  connection  with  the  ordinary  local  measure&  The  diph- 
ttieritic  exudations  were  firat  carefully  removed,  after  which  the 
muriated  tincture  of  iron  was  fi'eely  applied  upon  the  aflFected  sur- 
face, beside  which  the  throat  was  repeatedly  gargled  with  the 
chlorate  of  potash. 

The  patient  was  further  directed  to  take  the  chlorate  of  quinia  in 
about  five  grain  doses  every  third  hour,  according  to  the  following 
formula : — 

51.     Chloratis  quiniae,  3js8;  acidi  perchlorici,  3iji  syrup  au- 
rantii,  J  ij  ;  aquas  distillatse,  ad    5  viij.     M. 
i^'-  ^' .  Sumat  5  sa  8tiis  horis. 
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**  The  gargle  employed  in  this  and  the  previous  case  consisted  of 
two  drachms  of  chlorate  of  potash,  two  drachms  perchloric  acid, 
three  ounces  of  syrup,  and  five  ounces  of  water.  Under  the  use  of 
these  remedies,  the  patient  rapidly  improved,  and  about  the  28th 
day  from  the  first  invasion  of  the  fever  convalescence  began  to  be 
fairly  established,  and  continued  permanent. 

"From  the  powerful  oxidising  and  general  stimulating  agency 
of  chloric  acid,  and  the  influence  of  quinia  as  a  nervo-tonic,  Dr. 
Lyons  has  been  led  to  the  idea  of  combining  these  two  remedial 
agents,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  a  febrifuge  medicine  of  great 
potency. 

"  From  some  half  dozen  cases  iq  which  he  has  as  yet  employed 
this  drug  including  scarlatina,  typhus,  the  diphtheritic  case  above 
mentioned,  and  in  low  forms  of  pneumonia,  Dr.  Lyons  has  obtained 
results  which  so  far  satisfy  him  of  its  efficacy  and  utility,  and  he  in- 
vites the  co-operation  of  his  professional  brethren  in  testing  the  value 
of  this  salt  of  quinia  in  low  pyrexial  states." 

The  Medical  Press  and  Circular,  Dec.  19,  1866,  again  says : 
"  Further  experience  of  this  valuable  agent  has  confirmed  the  views 
entertained  oy  its  inventor.  *  *  *  In  a  case  of  low  typhus, 
with  extremely  feeble  heart,  and  pulse  at  144,  the  exhibition  of  a 
ten  grain  dose  brought  the  pulse  aown  from  twelve  to  fifteen  beats 
witmn  an  hour  after  its  administration.  A  case  of  small-pox  was 
treated  with  it  from  the  outset,  in  which  the  pulse  never  ran  above 
ninety.  It  is  usually  administered  by  Dr.  Lyons  in  a  dose  from 
three  to  five  grains  dissolved  by  the  aid  of  the  acid  of  a  like  num- 
ber of  drops  of  perchloric  acid." 

Qninia,  Hypophosphite  o£ 

In  this  combination  we  have  a  remedy  which  acts  promptly  on 
the  system  as  a  stimulant  tonic,  and  regenerator  9f  nervous  lorce 
and  integrity. 

QxLixiia,  Tannate  o£ 

Though  applicable  to  the  many  diseases  for  which  (][uinia  is  us- 
ually prescribed,  its  specific  value  appears  manifest  in  nocturnal 
sweats.  M.  Delioux,  r^ards  it  superior  to  any  other  preparation 
of  bark  in  the  management  of  colhquative  sweats  which  occur  in 
phthisis  and  other  diseases.  His  conclusion  was  the  result  of  a 
series  of  experiments  with  the  several  preparations  of  the  bark.— 
L'  Union  Medicare,  No.  48  says :  "  This  agent  is  supposed  to  be  pe- 
culiarly applicable  to  two  essential  conditions  in  tnis  symptom,'* 
meaning  colliquative  sweats,  "  organic  debility  and  penodicity. — 
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M.  DeKoux  cites  many  cas^  in  support  of  his  views.  He  admin- 
isters this  agent  in  two  or  three  doses  of  six  or  eight  grains  during 
the  afternoon.  It  is  insipid,  and  causes  neither  wakefulness  nor 
indigestion." 

Qninia,  Valerianate  of 

•  Nervine;  tonic,  and  febrifnge  It  is  very  efficacious  in  inter- 
mittent neuralgia,  hemicrania  and  in  those  disorders  where  a  ton- 
ic aiid  anti-penodic  influence  is  indicated  and  the  nerves  also  re- 
quire to  be  acted  upon  for  the  relief  of  wakefiilness,  restless- 
ness, and  nervous  irritability.  In  such  states  of  the  system  there 
is  no  better  remedy. 
Dose,  one  grain. 

RliiLbarb  and  Magnesia,  Elixir  of 

This  elixir  holds  the  active  principles  of  these  important  medic- 
inal agents,  rhubarb  and  magnesia,  together  with  citric  acid  in  a 
soluble  state,  secures  an  action  on  the  system  somewhat  similar  yet 
more  satis&ctory  and  prompt  than  either  agent  when  used  singly, 
and  is  therefore  presented  to  the  profession  as  an  excellent  and 
pleasant  remedial  cordial  for  the  ordinary  derangements  of  the 
gastro-enteric  duct  , 

The  individual  medicinal  uses  and  action  of  the  several  elemen- 
tary constituents  of  this  elixir  indicate  its  employment  in  febrile 
and  inflammatoiT  attacks,  when  a  pntle  reMgerant  aperient  is 
reqi^ired.  As  tne  rhubarb  principle  combines  the  remarkable 
union  of  the  cathartic  and  astringent  power,  the  latter  not  interfer- 
ing with  the  former,  as  the  purgative  effect  precedes  the  astringent, 
the  elixir  is  eminently  appropriate  in  mild  cases  of  diarrhea  and* 
dysentery.  The  tome  element  renders  it  peculiarly  fit  for  infantile 
cases  attended  with  enfeebled  digestion  and  irritation  of  the  ali- 
mentary canal. 

In  small  doses  it  acts  as  a  mild  tonic,  improving  digestion,  and 
promoting  the  appetite,  and  if  administered  in  appropriate  quanti- 
ties, produces  an  aperient  or  purgative  action.  It  is  grateful  to 
the  taste  and  hence  particularly  applicable  to  children  and  adults 
of  a  delicate  constitution.  The  therapeutic  uses  of  this  combina- 
tion are  multiform.  When  dyspepsia  occurs  fix)m  atony  of  the 
stomach,  small  doses  of  this  elixir  before  each  meal,  will  be  found 
beneficial 

Mild  purgative  medicines  are  far  better  to  overcome  constipa- 
tion of  tne  bowels,  than  the  more  powerful  cathartics,  and,  per 

13 
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haps,  no  more  efficacious  preparation  can  be  found  than  the  elixii 
citrate  ma^esia  and  rhubarb.  In  all  cases,  when  cathartics  are 
indicated,  it  may  be  relied  upon. 

In  mild  cases  of  diarrhea  this  combination  has  betn  found  par 
ticularly  valuable.  Should  the  diarrhea  be  associated  with  much 
irritation  and  pain,  a  few  drops  of  the  fluid  opium  deodorized 
should  be  added. 

As  a  stomachic  and  tonic,  small  doses  of  this  elixii*  will  prove 
advantageous  in  promoting  the  appetite,  and  aiding  the  digestive 
process. 

In  neuralgia  and  nervous  headache  arising  from  a  morbid  con- 
dition of  the  stomach,  this  elixir  is  often  ^ery  effectual,  and  in 
the  early  stages  of  dysentery,  when  the  bowels  require  to  be 
freed  from  all  irritating  matters,  this  medicine  is  confidently  re- 
commended, as  it  does  not  injure  the  tone  of  the  digestive  appa- 
ratus, but  rather  imparts  strength. 

This  elixir  is  well  adapted  to  a  variety  of  complaints  incident 
to  childhood.  Scrofiilous  children  will  derive  much  benefit  from 
its  use,  particularly  such  as  are  afflicted  with  enlargement  of  the 
mesenteric  glanda 

Dose,  one  to  three  teaspoonfuls  for  adults. 

Starch,  Syrup  of  Iodide  of. 

This  preparation  produces  the  eutrophic  effects  of  iodine  without 
the  occurrence  of  tnat  gastric  irritation  and  the  other  unpleasant 
symptoms  which  occasionally  attend  the  exhibition  of  iooine  in  a 
free  state. 

Prof.  J.  0.  Dalton,  of  New  York,  prefers  it  to  any  other  prepa- 
ration of  iodine  for  obtaining  the  altej-ative  apart  from  the  irritant 
effects  of  this  substance. 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains  iodine,  one  and  a  hali  grains. 

Dose,  one  dram  two  or  three  times  a  day. 


Stryohnia,  Elixir  of  Valerianate  of 

This  combination  will  be  found  useftd  in  a  variety  of  nervous 
diseases,  as  well  as  in  many  cases  of  exhaustion.  Few  remedies 
will  be  found  more  serviceable  m  neuralgia  than  this  ehxir.  It 
can  be  alternated  with  most  of  the  usual  agents  employed  in  the 
treatment  of  neuralgia. 

Frequently  in  hysteria,  this  compound  will  prove  of  more  ad- 
vantage than  any  other  preparation.     No  one  wno  has  been  in  the 
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habit  of  administering  it  in  this  malady  would  willingly  be  with- 
out it 

Evidence  is  not  wanting  of  its  utility  in  epilepsy.  It  will  be 
found  a  valuable  adjuvant  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  when 
occasioned  by  nervoui  exhaustion.  Chorea  is  sometimes  obsti- 
nate, and  in  spite  of  all  ordinary  remedies,  will  now  and  then  give 
but  little  or  no  evidence  ot  improvement  Such  cases  will  be 
benefited  by  the  elixir.  Wht^n  tne  paralysis  occurs  as  a  sequence 
of  the  disappearance  of  the  catamenia,  this  elixir  will  be  found  of 
especial  value.     It  is  confidently  recommended  in  constipation  de- 

E ending  uixm  a  loss  of  tone  of  the  muscular  coat  of  the  laij^e 
owels  and  a  sufficient  propelling  power  of  the  upper  rectum ;  m 
this  condition  of  the  system  a  beneficial  change  will  be  produced 
by  administering  this  medicine  along  with  mild  cathartics,  and 
continxiing  its  use  for  several  weeks.  Many  other  affections  might 
be  instanced  in  which  this  remedy  will  prove  valuable^ 

Each  fluid  dfam  contains  one-sixceentn  of  a  grain  of  valerianate 
of  strychnia 

Dose,  one-half  to  one  fluid  dram. 


Santonin. 

This  is  the  exclusive  principle  of  A.  Santonica.  It  has  been 
widely  used  in  Europe  for  its  vermifuge  properties.  The  latest 
experiea  ;e  with  it  in  American  practice  confirms  all  that  has  been 
written  iti  Its  favor.  For  a  further  notice  of  its  therapeutics,  see  pills 
of  santonin,  page  138. 

Dose,  one-half  to  one  grain. 


Salicin  possesses  tonic  properties  in  an  eminent  degree.  It  has 
been  employed  as  a  substitute  for  the  alkaloids  of  the  peruvian 
barks,  particularly  m  intermittent  fever,  and  has  attracted  much 
attention  fix>m  its  asserted  efficacy  in  the  core  of  this  complaint — 
It  has  even  been  pronounced  by  some,  of  eoual  efficacy  with  sul- 
phate of  quinia,  in  arresting  intermittents.  In  European  practice, 
where  it  has  been  more  &iuifiilly  tested,  it  has  achieved  wonder- 
ful results  and  received  high  enconiums. 

Dose,  from  two  to  eight  grains  and  repeated,  so  that  firom  twen- 
ty to  forty  grains  may  be  taken  daily,  or  between  the  paroxysms 
of  the  intermittenta 


Sodium,  Iodide  of. 

The  medical  properties  and  action  of  this  salt  have  been  inves- 
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tinted  by  Dr.  Gamberini  (Waring's  Therapeutics),  who  deduces  the 
following  conclusions :  1.  Soda  being  a  very  common  ingredient 
in  the  organism,  the  iodidje,  of  its  base  appears  to  be  best  suit- 
ed to  the  human  system.  2.  Its  taste  ia  much  less  disagreeable 
than  that  of  the  iodidk  of  potassium.  8.  It  is  less  likely  to  ooca- 
sion  iodism.  4.  It  is  better  borne  than  the  potassium  saUs,  and 
consequently  its  dose  can  be  almost  daily  increased ;  it  thus  be- 
comes a  more  efficient  remedy.  5.  It  has  sometimes  succeeded 
when  the  iodide  ofpotassiumi  has  failed.  6.  It  niay  be  given  daily 
m  three  equal  doses,  3j  of  the  salt  to  5  iij  of  i^a&r  increasing  the 
strength  of  the  solution  every  two  or  three  days  by  six  graina — 
Some  patients  have,  in  this  manner,  been  able  to  lake  3  ij  daily, 
without  the  slighest  inconvenience.  7.  It  is  admirabljr  adapted 
to  cases  in  whicn  the  corresponding  salt  of  potassium  is  indicated. 
8.  It  is  the  best  substitute  for  mercury. 
Dose,  five  to  fifteen  grains. 

SulplitLr,  Iodide  o£ 

Its  principal  use  is  as  an  external  application.  Pereira  observes : 
'^  It  is  a  very  stimulant  remedy,  adapted  to  oases  oi  chronic  skin 
diseases,  wmch  have  survived  the  stage  of  inflammation,  or  have 
been  dry  and  free  from  inflammation  during  their  whole  course, 
such  as  psoriasis,  lepra,  &c/' 

It  may  also  be  given  internally  in  the  dose  of  fix)m  one  to  six 
graina  When  taken  internally  its  action  resembles,  if  it  be  not 
identical  with,  that  of  iodina 

Styptic  Colloid. 

.    (With  Iron.) 

Styptic  and  adhesive     The  tincture  of  the  muriate  of  iron  con- 
'  stitutes  the  base  of  this  styptia   It  is  a  very  efficient  local  applica- 
I  tion  to  arrest  hemorrhage  n:om  leech  bites,  wounds  and  surgical 
operations,  &a,  and  applicable  to  venereal  warts,  spongy  granula- 
tions, xdcers  attended-  with  profiise  discharge,  fiingous  sores,  com- 
pounid  fractures,  bums,  and  suppurating  surfaces. 

> 

styptic  Colloid. 

< 

(  With  Tannin.) 
Tannin  forms  the  base  of  this  styptia     Its  uses  are  obviouh. 
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Styptic  Colloid. 

{With    Carbolic  Add.) 

Styptic,  adhesive,  and  anti-septia  Its  influence  on  the  blood, 
serum,  pus,  and  all  fetid  dischai^^es  is  to  solidify  and  deodorize. 
It  modifies  suppuration,  and  &cuitates  cicatrization.  Numerous 
obs^rations  organgr^aous  wounds,  difiuse  vhlegmon  and  of  ne- 
crosis  are  reported,  which  readily  improved  under  the  action  of 
this  solution  It  forms  a  beneficial  protectorate  to  sores  aod  abra- 
sions ;  an  efficient  styptic  in  cases  oi  external  hemorrhages,  and  a 
valuable  anti-septic  in  ill-conditioned  ulcers,  sloughing  wounds, 
carbuncles  and  cancerous  ulcerations. 


Styptic  Colloid. 

{With  Creosote.) 

An  excellent  unirritating  styptic  and  deodorizer.  This  valua- 
ble topical  preparation  possesses  the  styptic  properties  of  tannin 
with  the  anti-septic  qualities  of  creasote. 

Wine  of  Wild  Cherry. 

In  Braithwaite^a  Retrospect  Part  55,  pa^  258,  can  be  found  a 
lengthy  communication  on  the  therapeutics  of  prunus  virmniana, 
or  wild  cherry,  {Medical  Times  and  Gazette^  1867),  by  Dr.  Clifford 
Allbutt,  from  wnich  the  following  extracts  are  copied : — 

"(The  Prunus  Virginiana,  or  American  Wild  Cherry,  has  a 
special  power  of  giving  tone  and  calmness  to  the  arterial  system. 
The  rapidity  and  mtensitjr  of  the  heart's  action  are  lessened) 

"  I  have  found  the  wila  cherry  useiul,  not  only  in  cases  of  cardiac 
disturbance,  but  also  of  general  nervous  excitability,  of  "  atonic" 
dyspepsia,  and  of  intestinal  irritability.  It  seems,  however,  to  have 
a  more  special  bearing  upon  the  arterial  nervo-muscular  tissues,  as 
digitalis  also  has,  and  in  proper  cases  it  comes  as  a  valuable  substi- 
tute for  digitalis,  when  this  medicine  is  ill-boma  Many  sedatives, 
as  you  are  aware,  tend  to  cause  nausea  or  vomiting  in  those  who 
take  them,  as  do,  for  example,  opium,  chloroform,  tobacco,  and 
many  others.  Digitalis  in  its  degree,  shares  with  them  that  peculi- 
arity ;  and  you  w3l  find  in  practice  many  persons  who  can  not  bear 
di^talis,  even  in  small  doses,  on  account  ofthe  nausea  which  it  caus- 
es m  them.  We  may  often  avoid  this  ill  effect  by  judicious  eiddbi- 
tion  and  combination,  but  sometunes  no  care  can  prevent  it    In 
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such  constitutions  or  states  of  disease  the  wild  cherry  is  of  great  val 
ua  In  doses  under  half  a  drachm  of  the  tincture,  and  under  one 
ounce  of  the  infusion,  it  is,  so  far  as  I  can  tell,  invariably  well  borne. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  equal  to  digitalis  in  the  special  relief 
which  we  need  in  extreme  cases.  It  is,  indeed,  rather  to  be  used  in 
the  continuous  treatment  which  follows  the  removal  of  the  worst 
symptoms.  The  wild  cheny  is  not  an  heroic  remedy,  and  yet  it  is 
not  an  insignificant  one.  Moreover,  it  is  a  perfectly  safe  one.  I 
have  never  seen  a  case  among  the  many  which  I  have  treated,  where 
the  infusion  or  tincture  of  the  wild  cherry  has  been  followed  by  any 
poisonous  consequences.  On  the  contrary,  I  seldom  prescribe  it  in 
suitable  cases  without  receiving  a  spontaneous  tribute  fix)m  my  pa- 
tient to  the  success  of  the  medicine.  In  doses  larger  than  those  I 
have  mentioned,  however,  I  have  found  that  the  valuable  properties, 
of  the  drug  were  not  obtained,  and,  indeed,  that  in  more  than  one 
instance  increased  distress,  and  sometimes  even  sickness  seemed  to 
result  from  the  use  of  it  When  doses  beginning  at  fifteen  or 
twenty  drops  of  the  tincture  and  half  an  ounce  of  the  cold  infusion 
do  not  make  some  change  fot  the  better,  I  now  lay  aside  the  medi- 
cine till  a  more  convenient  season.  Medicines,  like  mortals,are  not 
at  all  hours. infallible. 

"  [It  is  in  mitral  regurgitation,  perhaps,  that  the  wild  cherry  is 
the  mo0t  valuable.  Here  a  slight  mal-adaptation  may  cause  most 
paiofiil  disturbance.  Steel  is  not  often  admissible  in  any  stage  of 
this  disease.] 

"  J.  G.,  aged  45,  mUl-hand,  complains  of  cough,  occasional  blood- 
spitting,  and  of  wearing  pain  in  left  arm ;  also  of  palpitation,  dys- 
pnoea, and  occasional  slight  anasarca.  There  is  decided,  but  not 
unmanageable,  venous  congestion  of  the  viscera,  &c.,  a  poor  and 
irregular  pulse,  and  a  "mitral  regurgitant  murmur."  T^.  Infus. 
pruni  virgin-  5  j.,  three  times  a  day.  The  week  following,  the 
patient  paid  a  spontaneous  tribute  to  the  power  of  the  medicine, 
and  in  six  weeks  had  regained  considerable  ease. 

"  I  might  tell  you  of  twenty  such  cases.  In  nearly  all,  the  pa- 
tients were  left  to  give  their  own  opinion,  and  in  addition  to  ease 
at  the  heart,  they  ofl«n  expressed  much  pleasure  at  the  restoration 
of  appetita  Loss  of  appetite,  probably  due  to  congestion  of  the 
capillaries  of  the  stomacn,  and  consequent  suppression  of  sastric 
secretion,  is  a  frequent  symptom  of  heart  disease  affecting  l£e  ve- 
nous flow. 

"  I  shall  add  some  observations  on  the  value  of  prunus  viigin- 
iana  in  a  few  other  diseases.  In  chronic  bronchitis^  depending  upon 
or  accompanied  by  valvular  disease  or  dilatation  of  the  chambers  of 
the  heart,  I  have  found  it  of  great  servic.  Such  cases,  are  you 
know,  but  too  common-  In  them  I  always  found  my  best  remedy 
in  digitalis;  I  now  find  the  prunus  virginiana  does  nearly  as  well — 4 
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have  often  thought  quite  as  well — ^in  calming  the  cough  and  so-call- 
ed asthma,  and  it  is  infinitely  preferable  m  that  it  also  improves 
the  appetite  and  strength,  and  may  be  given  continuously  and 
fearlessly.  These  patients  are  among  the  crosses  of  the  hospital 
physician;  incurable,  but  capable  of  passing  relief,  they  hang  on 
winter  after  winter,  gasping  forth  then-  tale  of  inevitable  sorrows. 

"  In  conclusion,  I  may  say  that  in  many  cases  of  the  kind  reme- 
diable by  prunus  virginiana  I  have  tried  other  vegetable  bitters 
with  hydrocyanic  acid  added.  I  have  not  found  this  imitation  to 
answer,  and  I  believe,  therefore,  that  the  good  effects  of  the  drug 
depend  upon  something  more  than  the  prussic  acid  it  containa" 

From  the  fluid  extract  can  conveniently  be  made  the  wine, 
tincture  or  infusion,  to  suit  the  exigency  of  the  case,  the  prefer- 
ence of  the  physicians,  and  the  constitutional  idiosyncrasy  of  the 
patient     • 

The  wine  of  wild  cherry  is  scientifically  prepared,  the  process 
being  the  same  as  is  employed  in  the  preparation  of  the  pure  ex- 
tracts, is  pleasant  and  agreeable,  possessing  a  remedial  utility,  in 
many  diseases,  of  paramount  importance  to  that  of  any  other  prepa- 
ration of  cherry,  and  is  especially  applicable  in  the  cases  above 
recorded.  It  is  subject  to  no  heat  by  which  the  hydrocyanic  acid 
is  decomposed,  thus  preserving  the  whole  of  the  sedative  properties 
and  tonic  virtues  of  the  bark  with  a  portion  of  its  tannic  astringency, 
held  in  solution  by  pure  sherry  wme. 

Uniting  with  a  tonic  power  the  property  of  quieting  irritation, 
and  diminishing  nervous  excitability,  it  is  adapted  to  cases  where 
the  digestive  powers  are  impaired  with  general  local  irritation, 
existing  at  the  same  time.  Its  uses  are  indicated  in  all  cases  re- 
quiring the  use  of  a  general  tonic,  particularly  in  cases  of  the  im- 
pairment of  the  constitution  by  dyspepsia,  indigestion,  &c.,  in 
dyspepsia  attended  with  neuralgic,  symptoms,  and  general  debility 
attending  inflammatory  fevers. 

On  account  of  its  generally  asrtringent  properties  united  with  its 
sedative  action,  it  has  been  found  highly  beneficial  in  complaints 
incident  to  the  sumnier  months,  in  diarrhea,  chronic  diarrhea,  and 
in  preventing  the  weakness  and  relaxation  of  the  bowels  which 
produce  them.  It  may  be  administered  in  doses  of  a  dram  to  half 
a  wine  glass,  three  times  a  day. 

Ferrated  Wine  of  Wild  Cherry. 

Wild  cherry  in  various  forms  has  long  been  a  favorite  remedy 
with  American  practitioners,  as  well  as  in  domestic  use.  It  is  a 
powerful  tonic,  and  stimulant  on  the  digestive  organs,  calmative 
of  nervous  irritability,  and  an  arterial  sedative.  From  this  combined 
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action  it  has  been  found  very  useftil  in  a  variety  of  diseases,  or  states 
of  disease,  when  it  is  of  importance  to  impart  tonicity,  and  yet  to 
avoid  any  undue  excitement  of  the  heart  and  blood  vessels,  as 
during  the  first  stages  of  convalescence  &om  inflammatory  attacks, 
and  in  many  pulmonary  diseases. 

Although  the  reputation  of  wild  cherry  as  a  medicine  has  been 
long  established,  not  until  recently  have  its  merits  been  properly 
appreciated,  and  we  predict  for  it  a  still  higher  place  in  tnerapeu- 
tics  when  its  properties  shall  be  more  thoroughly  investi^ted,  and 
its  curative  influence  shall  receive  impartial  judgment  It  posses- 
ses one.  great  advantage  as  a  tonic  over  other  agents  of  that  class, 
viz :  its  ability  to  impart  tonicity  to  the  system  without  occasion- 
ing undue  excitement  of  the  cirulatory  systenL 

Lx)n  is  acknowledged  to  be  an  h^matimc  of  paiamount  importance 
to  all  other  blood-restoratives,  and  pre-eminently  tonic..  There  is 
no  article  in  the  materia  medica  which  is  of  more  unquestionable 
efficacy,  possesses  a  wider  adaptation  to  diseases,  and  none  that 
enters  into  so  great  a  number  or  combinations  to  meet  the  demands 
of  complications  in  diseases. 

It  has  long  been  desired  to  unite  these  important  medicinal 
agents,  which  has  been  accomplished  in  this  preparation,  for  cases 
oi  ansemia,  as  well  as  for  cases  of  impairea  health,  with  much 
.nervous  irritability,  when  cinchonas  are  inadmissible,  and  iron  alone 
can  not  be  tolerated,  however  much  the  system  may  need  its  in- 
fluence. It  is  recommended  with  much  confidence  in  cases  of 
atony  which  often  succeeds  inflammatory  diseases,  dyspepsia, 
scronila,  and  consumption. 

This  new  combination  has  achieved  considerable  notoriety  as  a 
sedative-tonic  of  paramount  importance  to  any  other  similar  med- 
icine in  usa  It  reaches  a  very  large  class  of  diseases.  Scores  of 
testimonials  could  be  presented  showing  its  efficacy  and  prompt- 
ness of  actioa     But  the  following  must  suffice : 

"  The  Ferrated  Wine  of  Wild  Cherry  is  really  the  best  form  in 
which  iron  has  been  presented  to  persons  ol  aelicate  tastea  I 
have  given  it  to  females  who  can  not  take  iron  in  the  ordinary  way,* 
without  the  least  impleasant  exhibition,  because  the  taste  is  perfect- 
ly concealed,  being  a  pleasant  beverage." 

"Your  Wine  of  wUd  Cherry  exceeds  anything  I  have  ever 
used  in  my  practice,  as  a  tonic,  without  undue  excitement  to  the 
circulation,  and  is  valuable  for  delicate  persons.  The  profession 
are  under  obligations  to  you  for  this  oomoination." 

"  Undoubtedly,  the  best  preparation  of  this  agent  for  the  treat- 
ment of  chlorosis,  is  \!ii^  ferrated  wine  of  wild  cherry.  Diseases  ot 
this  class  uncomplicated,  will  in  most  instances,  be  signally  reliev- 
ed by  this  valuable  combination.  By  uniting  the  haematinic  and 
tonic  properties  of  iron  with  the  sedative  and  tonic  properties  of 


JOUKVAL  OF  MATEBIA  MEDICA.  201 

the  prunus,  in  the  ferrated  wine  of  wild  cherry,  a  happy  nnion  o^ 
medical  properties  is  accomplished  which  renders  it  more  useftd  in 
a  great  variety  of  atonic  diseases,  and  fiw  more  efficient  than  the 
same  agents  would  be  if  administered  separately/' 

*'The  wine  of  wild  cherry  posees»*-es  properties  well  adapted  to 
relieve  many  of  the  most  harassing  symptoms  that  annoy  oyspep- 
tics.  Should  there  exist  an  acid  state  of  the  stomach,  bismuth 
sub-nit  may  be  alternated  with .  the  wine  with  a  pix)spect  of  suc- 
cess. Some  eases  will  require  a  still  more  tonic  treatment;  in 
such,  the  ferrated  wine  of  wild  cherry  will  be  found  valuable.  In 
those  cases  complicated  with  leucorrhoea  or  with  amenoiThcea,  this 
preparation  will  prove  of  signal  service^" 

'*  One  of  the  most  valuable  combinations  in  amenorrhoea,  is  fer- 
rated wine  of  wild  cherry  and  stramonium.  The  quantity  of  stra- 
monium should  be  graduated  by  the  symptoms  presented  in  each 
case.' 

*lf  stimulants  and  tonics  appear  to  be  indicated,  no  better  reme 
dy  can  be  selected  than  the  ferrated  wine  of  wild  cherry  to  combat 
dysmenorrhoea.     Should  this  fail  in  gi^ing  relief,  alternate  it  with 
half  grain  doses  of  the  extract  of  stramonium.     This  seldom  fails 
to  quiet  the  patient" 

Dose,  one  to  three  drams  three  times  daily. 

ZINC. 
Zinc,  Acetate  o£ 

Astringent  Chiefly  used  in  collyria  and  injections  It  is  rarely 
used  as  an  internal  remedy ;  though  Dr.  Heer  (Waring),  recom- 
mends it  in  typhoid  fevers,  conjoined  with  stimulants,  tonics,  or 
anti-spasmodics,  as  the  case  may  require. 

When  astringents  are  required  to  restore  the  mucous  secretions  to 
their  normal  state,  especially  in  gonorrhea  and  ophthalmia,  the 
acetate  of  zinc  plays  an  important  part  One  or  two  grains,  dissolv- 
ed in  an  ounce  of  rose-water,  or  an  ounce  of  mucilage  of  sassafras 
made  with  rose-water,  constitutes  a  very  good  coUyrium.  Dose,  as 
a  tonic  and  anti-spasmodic,  one  to  two  grains ;  as  an  emetic,  ten  to 
twen^  grains. 


,  CMoride  of 

Used  cLiefly  as  an  escharotic  in  cancerous  affections,  and  to  ul- 
cers of  an  anomalous  character ;  it  appears  not  only  to  destroy  the 
diseased  structure,  but  to  excite  a  new  action  to  the  surrounding 
parts. 

Dr.  Stanelli,  {Annali  Universah  de  Medtcina\  used  the  chloride 
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with  uniform  success  in  more  thAn  fifty  cases  of  tooth-ache,  and  in 
no  one  case  did  he  notice  that  it  had  any  progressive  influence  on 
caries.  His  mode  of  application  was  to  apply  a  small  quantity  to 
the  cavity  of  the  painfiil  tooth,  with  a  small  hair  pencil,  taking  the 
precaution  carefally  to  surround  with  cotton  waddmg,  and  when  the 
chloride  has  been  applied  to  well  fill  the  cavity  with  the  same  cot- 
toa  The  mouth  should  finally  be  washed  with  a  little  warm  water. 
A  lotion  of  a  very  weak  solution  has  been  found  useftil  in  flabby 
scrofulous  ulcerations,  while  two  grains  to  the  fluid  ounce  of  distill- 
ed water  has  been  employed  with  good  success  in  atonic  ulcerations 
of  the  feet,  in  syphilitic  ulcere,  ana  in  pityriasis,  &c 

Zinc,  Iodide  o£ 

Tonic,  astringent,  and  anti-spasmodia  It  has  been  exhibited 
with  favorable  results  in  spasmodic  manifestations  occurring  in 
persons  of  a  scrofulous  diathesis.  Dr.  Venables  (Waring),  advises 
It,  in  one  grain  doses,  repeated  three  times  a  day,  gradually  increas 
ed,  in  chronic  diseases  of  the  liver,  especially  in  persons  of  weak, 
irritable  habita  He  deems  it  less  irritative  than  the  iodide  of  iron, 
or  other  metals.  It  has  also  been  used  with  much  success  ia 
chorea,  scrofula,  cachexia,  and  some  forms  of  hysteria. 

Dose,  one  grain. 

Zinc,  Lactate  o£ 

Its  action  is  that  of  a  digestive  and  anti-spasmodic  It  also  pos- 
sesses antilithic  properties.  It  may  be  used  with  advantage  in 
dyspepsia,  and  in  some  conditions  it  appears  to  be  the  very  reme- 
dy needed  to  improve  the  tone  and  power  of  the  stomach  Dr 
Herpin  introduced  this  preparation  as  a  remedy  in  epilepsy  Hi:* 
mode  of  treatment  was  to  begin  with  two  grains  daily,  and  gradually 
to  increase  to  ten ;  continuing  its  use  from  five  to  twelve  months. 

IZinc,  Phosphate  o£ 

It  may  be  administered  in  almost  every  case  of  debility,  super« 
vening  any  disease  unattended  with  inflammation.  It  is  pro- 
nounced superior  to  other  salts  of  the  same  metal  in  the  treat- 
ment of  nervous  diseases;  and  Dr.  Barnes,  of  London,  (U.  S.  D.) 
"  has  found  it  peculiarly  useful  in  the  insanity  occurring  in  the 
convalescence  from  fevers,  in  which  he  associated  it  with  quinia, 
and  in  epilepsy,  attended  with  disorder  of  the  uterine  functions.*' 
He  also  uses  it  preferably  to  the  sulphate  of  zinc,  in  the  sweats  of 
phthisis. 

Dose,  one  to  three  grains. 
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Zinc,  Taxmate  o£ 

Highly  useful  in  affections  of  the  eyes,  acoompanied  with 
muco-purulent  secretions.  Thirty  grains,  in  six  fluid  ounces  of 
water  and  one-half  fluid  ounce  of  mucilage,  is  the  solvent  employ- 
ed as  a  wask 

Zinc,  Valerianate  of. 

Neurotic-tonic  and  anti-spasmodic.  This  salt  is  beneficial  in 
anomalous  nervous  affections,  attended  with  palpitation  of  the 
heart,  constriction  of  the  throat,  in  nervous  affections  which  ac- 
company chlorosis,  nervous  headache,  chorea,  &c.  Cases  of  epi- 
lepsy are  recorded  in  which  cures  were  effected  by  this  preparation 
of  zina  In  combination,  with  a  small  portion  of  the  extract  of 
belladonna^  it  has  cured  singultus,  and  tnat  too  after  a  failure  of 
the  ordinary  remedies. 

Given  in  quantities  of  three  quarters  of  a  grain,  two  or  three 
times  a  dav,  it  has  been  known  to  effect  cures  of  idiopathic 
&cial  neuralgia,  which  had  for  years  obstinately  resisted  every 
other  known  treatment,  both  local  and  general  Dunglison  sajs :  "  It 
has  been  chiefly  prescribed  in  faciaJ  neuralgia  and  hemicrania, 
which  have  resisted  the  ordinary  anti-spasmodics  and  anti-periodics, 
and  M.  Devay,  in  such  cases,  has  found  it  eminently  successful" 

This  preparation  of  zinc  is  useful  in  the  convulsive  affections  of 
young  children,  and  in  nervous  aflections  generally. 

Dose  one  half  to  three  grains  two  or  three  times  a  day. 


-*♦- 


MISCELLANEOUS    TABLES. 


Table  Exhibiting  the  Number  of  Drops  of  Different 
Liquids  Equivalent  to  a  Fluid  Dram. 

Liquid  medidDes,  in  smaU  quantities,  are  freqaentlj  estimated  by  dropif 
which  are  often  inoorrec^y  coDBidered  equiTalent  to  a. mining  or  the  sixtieth 
part  of  a  fluid  dram.  The  drop  of  water  and  of  watery  fluids  is,  on  an  aver- 
age, about  that  size ;  but  this  is  by  no  means  the  case  with  all  liquids.  Sren 
in  the  same  li(}uid  the  siste  of  the  drop  varies,  according  to  the  shape  of  the 
vessel,  and  of  its  mouth,  from  which  it  is  dropped.  The  following  table  was 
compiled  by  Mr.  E.  Durand,  of  Philadelphia. 
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UnpB,  Drops 

Acidf  aoetic  (crystallizable) 120  Tincture  of  assafoetidftf  foxglove, 

Add,  hydrocyanic  (medicinal) 46  gpiaiac,  and  opium 120 

Acid,  muriatic 54    Tincture  of  chloride  of  iron 132 

Add,  nitric 84     Vinegar  distilled 68 

Acid,  nitric,  diluted,  (1  to  7) 61     Vinegar  of  oolchicum 78 

Add,  sulphuric 90  Vinegar  of  opium  (black  drop). . .  78 

Add,  sulphuric  (aromatic) 120    Vinegar  of  squill 78 

Add,  sulphuric  diluted  (1  to  7) 51     Water,  distilled 46 

Alcohol  (reccified  spirit) IBS     Water  of  ammonia  (strong) 54 

Alcohol,  diluted  (proof  spirit) 120     Water  of  ammonia  (weak) 45 

Arsenite  of  potassa,  solution  of    57     Wine  (Teneriife) 78 

Chloroform 250  to  300     Wine,  antimonial 72 

Ether,  sulphuric 150     Wine  of  colchicum. 76 

Oil  of  auiseed.  cinnamon,  doves,  pepper-  Wine  of  opium 78 

mint,  sweet  almonas,  and  olives 120 


-•-^ 


Table  of  the  Proportion,  by  Measure,  of  Alcohol, 

(Sp.  G-r.  0*826)   Contained  in  100  Parts  of  Different 

Wines  and  Malt  Liquors.— By  Brande. 

Lissa  (arerage) 25.41     Sjneuse * 16.28 

Raisin  (aver.) 25.12     Sauterne 14.22 

Port  (aver.)   22.18    Burgundy  (aver.) 14.67 

Marsala  (aver) 29.09    Hock  (aver.) 18.68 

Madeira  (aver.) 22.27    Hock,  old  in  cask ^.88 

Sherry  (aver.)  19.17    Nice 14.66 

Ten«riflfe  (aver.) 19.79    Barsac 18.88 

Calares 19.76    Tent 18.80 

Lachryma  Ohristi '.  19.70     Champagne,  white 18.80 

White  Constantia 19.75    Champagne,  red 11.98 

Red  Constantia 18.92    Red  Hermitage 12.82 

Lisbon 18.94    Vin  de  Grave  (aver) 12.87 

Malaga  (1666) 18.94    Prontignac 12.79 

Bucellas 18.49    C6te  Rotie 12.82 

Red  Madeira  (aver.) 20.86    Gooseberry  wine 11.84 

Cape  Muscat 18.26    Currant  wine 20.66 

Cape  Madeira  (aver.) 20.61     Tokay 9.88 

Grape  Wine 18.11     Elder  wine 9.87 

Calcavella  (aver.) 18.66    Orange  wine  (aver.) 1 1. 26 

Vidonia 19.25    Cider  (highest  aver.) 9.87 

Alba  Flora 17.26     Cider  {loweBt  aver.) 6.21 

Malaga 17.26    Perry  (aver) 7.26 

White  Hermitage 1748    Mead 7.82 

Ronsillon  (aver.) 18.18    Burton  ale 8.88 

Claret  (aver.) 16.10    Brown  stout 6.80 

Malmsey  Madeira 16.40    London  porter 4.20 

Lunel 61.62    London  small  beer. ; 1.28 

Shiraz 16.62 
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Table  FiXhlbitJng  the  Compbsition  of  the  Principal  Natu- 
ral Mineral   Waters  of  Europe  and  the  United  States- 

L  Carbonated  Watbbs,  or  such  as  contain  an  excess  of  carbonic  add 
which  gives  them  a  sparkling  appearance  and  the  power  of  reddening  litmus 
paper.  These  waters  frequently  contain  the  carbonate  of  iron,  lime  and  mag- 
nesia, which  are  held  in  solution  by  the  excess  of  carbonic  acid  and  which  are 
deposited  when  the  water  is  boiled,  or  exposed  for  some  time  to  the  air. 

Sbltzxb.^  GeffMM/y,) 

In  a  wine  pliit. 

Carbonic  Add, % cubic  inches    17 

Bond  contents 

Carbonate  of  Soda, grains  4 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia, "  5 

Carbonate  of  Lime, ^*  8 

Chloride  of  Sodium, **  IT 

Total, 29 

[BntOMANN. 

Ptbmokt. — {OwfiMwy.) 

T«iiiper«kiir«  66*  f.  In  a  wine  plm. 

Carbonic  Add, cubic  inches    26 

Solid  Qonl«nti. 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia - grains  10.0 

Carbonate  of  Lime, "  4.5 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, '*  6.5 

Sulphate  of  Lime, •*  8.5 

Chloride  of  Sodium, "  1.5 

Oxide  of  Iron, "  0.6 

Total, 806 

[Bbrgmamn. 
Spa.— -(.fitf^tiMik) 

T0np«ntiir«  60  *  F.  In  » irlne.plnt. 

Carbonic  Acid, cubic  inches  18 

SoUd  oontenta. 

Carbonate  of  Soda, grains  1.5 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia, **  4.5 

Carbonate  of  Lime, **  1.6 

Chloride  of  Sodium, **  0.2 

Oxide  of  Iron, "  0.6 

Total,. ai 

[Bbbomaitn. 
Mont  d'Ob. — {Fnmoe^    . 

Four  mrings,  the  temperature  of  which,  respectively,  is  107^  109*^,118*, 
and  52''  F. 

Madeleine  JBjpring, 

In  »  Parialan  pint* 

Carbonic  Add, grains  4.64 

Carbonate  of  Soda, "  6. 75 

Sulphate  of  Soda, ''  2.04 

Muriate  of  Soda, "  5.18 

Alumina, "  2.21 

^2arbeiiate  of  Lime, **  4.14 
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Carbonate  of  Magnesia, < grains     1.86 

Oxide  of  Iron, - "        0.40 

Total, 26.72 

Vichy. — (France, ) 

The  temperature  of  the  different  springs,  varies  from  72^  to  114^  F.  They 
all  contain  carbonic  acid,  carbonates  of  lime,  magnesia,  and  soda,  sulphate  of 
soda,  and  muriate  of  soda. 

Lebanon  Springs. — (New  York) 


» 


Tamperfttore,  7S*  F.  In  »  gallon. 

Oxygen, cubic  inches    2.00 

Nitrogen, '*        "         8.60 

Carbonic  Acid, **        ♦'         0.60 

Sulphydric  Acid, , traces.  

6.00 

Sold  oontento. 

Sulphuret  of  Sodium, grains  0.02 

Carbonate  of  Soda, '«  2.41 

Sulphate  of  Potash, "  1.04 

Chloride  of  Sodium, •*  0.96 

Carbonate  of  Liipe, *'  4.05 

Sulphate  of  MagnesiA,. **  1.06 

Alumina, ...  **  0.46 

Oxide  of  Iron, "  0.94 

Silicic  Acid, "  8.26 

Org.  Com.   ^Baregine,.... "        0.47 

16.40 
[PBor.  H.  DussAUCB. 

SwBBT  Springs.-^  Fifvmia.) 

TeBip«rntiir«  TB*  f .  Inaqoart. 

Carbonic  Acid. 
Sulphate  of  Magnesia,    ^ 

Muriate  of  Soda,             I  «-.;«-     iq  t*^  in 

Muriate  of  Lime,  f ...grains    12  to  16 

Sulphate  of  Lime,  j 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia, ) 

Carbonate  of  Lime,        > grains    18  to  24 

SilioeouM  Earth,  ) 

Iron, grains       i  to    1 

[RocrvLLS. 

XL  SuLFHUsmiD  Waters,  or  such  as  contain  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  and 
are  distinguished  by  their  peculiar  foetid  smell,  and  by  their  yielding  brown 
precipitates  with  the  salts  of  lead  and  silver. 

Aix-la-Chapbllr.— (  Oermcmy. ) 

.XMBp«ntan,  110*to  148*  F.  In  a  wIm  pink 

Sulphuretted  Hydrogen, *-  -  - cubic  inches    6.6 


JOUBKAL   OF  KATSBIA  UEDlCAs  207 

Bolld  ooatonti. 

Oarbonate  of  Soda, grains    12 

Carbonate  of  Lime, **  4.76 

Chloride  of  Sodium, ''  5 

Total, 21.76 

[Bebomann. 
Harbowoatb,  Old  Wbll. — (^England,) 

OaMOQ*  eonteBta.  In  a  wine  gallon. 

Sulphuretted  Hydrogen, cubic  inches  14 

Carbonic  Acid, **        **  4.25 

Nitrogen,.. "        *'  8 

Carburetted  Hydrogen, ,..     **        '•  4.16 

Total, 80.40 

Solid  oontenli. 

Chloride  of  Sodium, grains  762 

Chloride  of  Caldum, ''        66.76 

Chloride  of  Magnesium, '*        29.2 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda, **        12.8 

Total, 859.75 

Wbitb  Sulphvb. — (Virginia.) 


••f. 

G«Moas  contents.  In  n  nine  gallon. 

Sulphuretted  Hydrogen, cubic  inches  2.6 

Carbonic  Acid, "        "  2 

Oxygen, "        "  1.448 

Nitrogen "        "  8.552 


ToUl, 9.5 

Solid  oontenli.  In  a  pink 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, grains    6.688 

Sulphate  of  Lime, **  7.744 

Carbonate  of  Lime, ••  1.150 

Chloride  of  Calcium, "  0.204 

Chloride  of  Sodium, **  0.180 

Oxide  of  Lron, a  trace. 

Loss, "  0.410 


Total, 15.276 

[Pbof.  W.  B.  Roguks. 
Rbd  Sulphur.— (7tr0r«9Ma.) 

Temperatore,  M*  f . 
Oaeeooe  oMitente  In  an  Imperial  gallon. 

Sulphuretted  Hydrogen, cubic  inches    4.54 

Carbonic  Acid, **        "         8.75 

Nitrogen,   "        *'         4.25 

SoBd  eontenta.  In  Si  eoMe  Inehet 

Sulphate  of  Soda, 


Sulphate  of  Lime, 
Sulphate  of  Magnesia, 
Carbonate  of  Lime, 
Muriate  of  Soda, 


grainh    1.25 


[Prof.  W.  B.  Roobhs. 
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Salt  Sulphub. — (Virginia.) 

Tamperatare,  49*  to  66*  V. 
ChkBeovi  oontenti.  In  100  oubio  inches. 

Stilphuretted  Hydrogen, cubic  ioches  1.10  to  1.50 

Nitrogen, "        **  2.06 

Oxygen, "        "  0.27 

Carbonic  Acid, "        "  6.76 

Solid  oonfceubi. 

Sulphate  of  Lime, grains  86.766 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia. •*  7.888 

Sulphate  of  Soda, grains  9.882 

Carbonate  of  Lime, ^'  4.446 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia^ **  1.484 

Chloride  of  Magnesium, "  0.116 

Chloride  of  Sodium, "  0.688 

Chloride  of  Calcium, "  0.026 

Peroxide  of  Lron,  from  Protosulphate,   **  0.042 

An  azotized  organic  matter,  blended )                          ^«  4 

with  sulphur,  about, .  f 

Earthy  Phosphates, a  trace. 

Iodine, •' 

[Pmf.  W.  B.  Rogbrs 

Wabjc  Springs. — (  Virffinia,) 

Temporaton,  98*  f  . 
GMOooi  conteato.  In  a  gallon. 

Sulphuretted  Hydrogen, cubic  inches    0.26 

.    Nitrogen,. "        "         8.26 

Carbonic  Acid, "        "         1.00 

Solid  oontenta. 

Muriate  of  Lime, grains    8.968 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia^ ''        9.984 

Carbonate  of  Lime, "        4^288 

Sulphate  of  Lime, "        6.466 

Soda^ a  trace. 

Total 28.706 

{Prof.  W.  B.  Roobrs. 

Blub  Sulphur.  ^(FiivinMk) 

Solid  oontaatB.— (AmooBt  not  giren.} 

Sulphate  of  Lime,  Chloride  of  Calcium, 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia,  Hydrosulphate  of  Soda 
Sulphate  of  Soda,  and  Magnesia, 

Carbonate  of  Lime,  Piotosulphate  of  Iron 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia,  Iodine, 

Chloride  of  Magnesium,  Sulphur, 

Chloride  of  Sodium,  Orgpftnic  Mattexa. 

Gmooiu  oontenti.— <ABioan(  not  glTon.) 

Sulphuretted  Hydrogen,  Ozygeo, 

Capbonic  Acid,  Nitrogen. 

[Pbov.  W.  R  Roosbs. 


JOURNAL  OF  MATBRIA  MBDICa«  209 

Sharon  Sprdtos. — (Nino  Tori.) 
White  Sulphur. 

T«mp«ntare,  48*  V.  In  t  win*  g aUoa. 

Sulphuretted  Hydrogen, cubic  inches  ^,6- 

Solid  content!. 

Bicarbonate  of  Magnesia, grains  24.0 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, **  84.0- 

Sulphate  of  Lime, "  8C.4 

Hydrosulpbate  of  Magnesia  and  Lime, **  8.0 

Ohioride  of  Sodium  and  Magnesium, '*  2.7 

Total, UCLl 

Magneda  Spring, 

Temperature,  48*  f.  In  a  wine  galloi^ 

Sulphuretted  Hydrogen, cubic  inches    8.8 

Solid  eontente. 

Bicarbonate  of  Magnesia, grains    80.5 

Sulphate  of    Magnesia,  "        22.7 

Sulphate  of  Lime, "        70.0^ 

Hydrosulpbate  of  Magnesia  and  Lime, **  0.5 

Chloride  of  Sodium  and  Magnesium, **         8.0 

Total...,, isiy 

IIL  Chaltbbate  Watbrs  are  characterized  by  their  inky  taste,  and  by  strik- 
ing a  blue-black  color  with  an  infusion  of  galls,  and  a  blue  color  with  ferro- 
oyanuret  of  potassium.  The  iron  is  genendly  in  the  state  of  carbonate  of 
the  protoxide,  held  in  solution  in  the  water  by  excess  of  carbonic  acid.  By 
standing,  or  boiling^  the  carbonic  acid  is  driven  oflj  and  the  protoxide,  by 
absorbing  oxygen,  is  precipitated  as  a  hydrated  sesquioxide,  of  an  ochreous 
color. 

TuNBioDOB  Wells. — {Englcmd,) 

Solid  Gontente.  In  a  wine  gallon. 

Chloride  of  Sodium, grains  2.45 

Chloride  of  Calcium, *•  0.89 

Chloride  of  Magnesium, '*  0.29 

Sulphate  of  Lime, "  1.41 

Carbonate  of  Lime, "  0.27 

Oxide  of  Lron, **  2.22 

Manganese,  SUica,  &g., **  0.44 

Loss, .    .      *'  0.18 

Total, 7.61 

[SCUDAMORX. 

Brighton. — (Bngland.) 

In  a  wine  pint. 

Carbonic  acid, cubic  inches    2.5 

Solid  eontenti. 

Sulphate  of  Iron, grains  1.80 

Sulphate  of  Lime, "  4.0 

Chloride  of  Sodium, "  1.58 

Chloride  of  Magnesium, ^*  0.75 

Silica, "  0.14 

Loss, •*  0.19 


14 


Total 8.5 

[Maroet. 
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Ohbltenham. — {England,) 
Chalybeate  Spring, 

I  In  a  wine  pint 

Carbonic  Acid, cubic  inches    2.05 

Solid  oontenta. 

Carbonate  of  Soda,    grains    0.5 

Sulphate  of  Soda, "      22.7 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, **        6 

Sulphate  of  Lime "        2.5 

Chloride  of  Sodium, "      41.8 

Oxide  of  Iron, "        0.8 


Total, 78.8 

[Brands  k  Pabkes. 

Bbofobd. — {Fefanffyloania, ) 

AndenoiCs  Spring, 

Temperatare,  06*  F. 

In  a  wine  gaUon. 

Carbonic  Acid, cubic  inches    74 

Solid  contents 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, grains    80 


Sulphate  of  Lime, 
Chloride  of  Sodium, . 
Chloride  of  Calcium, 
Carbonate  of  Lime, . . 
Carbonate  of  Iron, . . . 


14.5 
10 

8 

8 

6 


Total, 120.5 

[Dr.  Church. 
Schoolet's  Mountain. — {New  Jersey,) 

Solid  contents.  Temperatare,  60*  F.  In  a  wine  pint. 

Muriate  of  Soda, grains  0.48 

Muriate  of  Lime, "  2.40 

Muriate  of  Magnesia, **  0.50 

Carbonate  of  Lime, "  7.99 

Sulphate  of  Lime, "  0.65 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia, "  0*40 

Silica, "  0.80 

Carbonate  of  Iron, "  2.00 

ExtractiTe, "  0.92 

Loss, "  0.41     - 

iliso 

Balston  Spa. — {New  Yarh,) 
Sane  Souci  Spring. 

Soild  contents.  Temperatare,  60*  F.  In  a  wine  gallon. 

Chloride  of  Sodium, grains  148.788 

Bicorbonate  of  Soda, "  12.66 

Bicarbonate  of  Magnesia, *'  89.10 

Carbonate  of  Lime, "  48.407 

Carbonate  of  Iron, "  5.95 

Iodide  of  Sodium, "  1.80 

Silica, "  1 

Total, 247.16  [Stebi. 


JOUIIKAL  OF  MATEBIA  MEDICA.  211 

ly.  Saline  Waters  comprise  those  which  contain  a  sufficient  amount  of 
neutral  salts  ta  give  them  a  marked,  and  generally  a  purgative  operation. 
The  salts  most  usually  present  are  the  sulphates  and  carbonates  of  liiii«^ 
ma^esia,  and  soda,  and  the  chlorides  of  calcium,  sodium,  and  magnesium, 
lodme  and  bromine  have  been  found  in  a  few  saline  springs ;  and  some  of 
them  contain  carbonic  acid  and  iron,  which  might  entitle  them  to  be  das- 
ufledf  respectively,  with  the  carbonated  or  chalybeate  waters. 

Plombiebes.  — (Franes. ) 

Solid  oontentt.               Temp«ratare,  90*  to  144*  V.  In  a  pint 

Carbonate  of  Soda, grains  2.16 

Sulphate  of  Soda, "  2.88 

Chloride  of  Sodium, "  1.26 

Carbonate  of  Lime, **  0.60 

Silica, "  1.88 

Animal  matter, "  1.50 

Total, 9.07 

CARLSBAD.^^A^mia.) 

Temperature,  165*  F. 
Solid  oontente.  In  a  wine  pint. 

Carbonate  of  Lime, grains    4.15 

Sulphate  of  Soda, "      41.61 

Chloride  of  Sodium, "        5.88 

Carbonate  of  Soda, "      11.76 

Lithia,  (Berzelius), a  trace. 

[Bbbomann 
Sbidlitz.  — ^BoTiemia. ) 
SoUd  contents.  In  a  wine  pint. 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, grains    180 

Sulphate  of  Lime, **  6 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia, "  2.5 

Carbonate  of  Lime, "  0.8 

Chloride  of  Magnesium, **  4.5 

192.8 

[BEBeMANM. 

Ch  eltbnh  AM.  — (England. ) 

Saline  Spring. 
Bolld  contents.  In  a  wine  pint. 

Sulphate  of  Soda, grains    15 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, **         11 

Sulphate  of  Lime, **  4.5 

Chloride  of  Sodium "        50 


Total 80.5 

[Parkbs  k  Bkandb. 

Bath. — (Engl^and.) 
Temperatore,  100*  to  109*  F 

In  a  wine  plaU 
Carbonic  Acid, cubic  inches    1.2 

Solid  contents. 

Carbonate  of  Lime, grains  0.9 

Sulphate  of  Soda,   '*  1.4 

Sulphate  of  Lime '*  9.8 

Chloride  of  Sodium, "  8.4 

Silica •*  0.2 


212  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE 

Oxide  of  Iron, a  trace. 


Total 15.1 

[PniLLIFt. 

Hot  Sfruhqb,— {Virginia,) 

Tempenttore,  96*  to  IM'  F. 
Solid oontonU,  (tho  ({oantltj not^Ton.) 

Carbonate  of  Lime,  Sulphate  of  Lime, 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia,  Sulphate  of  Soda, 

Carbonate  of  Iron,  Sulphate  of  Magnesia, 

Free  Nitrogen. 

Pbof.  W.  B.  Rogebs. 
Saratoga. — {2{&io  York) 

Congress  Spring, 

Gmooom  eontontL  In  a  wine  gallon. 

Carbonic  Acid, cubic  inches    811 

Atmospheric  Air, "        **  7 

Total, 818 

Solid  oonkento. 

Chloride  of  Sodium, gn^ns  886 

Iodide  of  Sodium, *'  8.5 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda, ''         8.982» 

Bicarbonate  of  Magnesia, '*        95.788 

Carbonate  of  Lime, "        98.098 

Carbonate  of  Iron, "         5.075 

Silica. "  1.5 

Bromide  of  Potassium, a  trace. 


Total, 597.948 

[Smo. 

SARATOGA  STAR  SPRING. 

Chloride  of  Sodium, grains  878.962 

Chloride  of  Potassium, "  9.229 

Bromide  of  Sodium, *'  565 

Iodide  of  Sodium,  or  Iodine,* "  20.000 

Sulphate  of  Potassa. "  6.400 

Bicarbonate  of  Ume, "  124.469 

Bicarbonate  of  Magnesia, "  61.912 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda, "  12.662 

Bicarbonate  of  Iron, "  1.218 

Silica, «  1.288 

Phosphate  of  Lime, a  trace 

Soud  contents  in  a  gallon^ mins  616.686 

407.66  Cubic  inches  Carbonic  Acid  Gas  in  a  Gallon. 

[By  Pbof.  Chakdlbb,  of  Union  CoUega 
Saratoga. — {FtmHon  Spring,) 

Gmoooo  coBtonto.  In  a  wine  gaUoB. 

Osrbonic  Acid, cubic  inches  859.05 


Lcid.. 
ic  Air, 


Atmospheric  Air, "        "         5.08 

Total, 864.08 
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BoUd  content!. 

Ohloride  of  Sodium, grains  187.68 

Carbonate  of  Soda, "  4.92 

Carbonate  of  Lime, "  62.84 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia, **  56.92 

Carbonate  of  Iron, ♦*  8.51 

Sulphate  of  Soda, »•  1.48 

Iodide  of  Sodium, "  2.59 

Alumina, "  0.42 

SiUca, "  1.16 

Phosphate  of  Lime, "  0.19 

Bromide  of  Potassium, a  traoe. 

Total, 811.71 

[Db.  J.  R.  Chiltom. 
Saratoga. — {Uhi<m  Spring,) 

Chtf  eoQi  contenta.  In  a  wine  gallon. 

Carbonic  Acid, cubic  inches  814.16 

Atmospheric  Air, ««        •*         4.62 

Total, 818.78 

Solid  content!. 

Chloride  of  Sodium, grains  248.620 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia, "  84.265 

Carbonate  of  Lime, "  41.600 

Carbonate  of  Soda, "  12.800 

Carbonate  of  Iron, "  5.452 

Iodide  of  Sodium,  or  Iodine, . .  .\ *'  8.600 

Silica  and  Alumina, "  •  1.570 

Bromide  of  Potassium, a  traoe. 

Total, 892.907 

[Db.  J.  R.  Chiltov. 
Sba  Water. — {English  CTumnel.) 

In  1000  grains. 

Water, grains  964.744 

Chloride  of  Sodium, "        27.069 

Chloride  of  Potassium, *'  0.765 

Chloride  of  Magnesium, gnuns    8.667 

Bromide  of  Magnesium, "        0.029 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, *<        2*295 

Sulphate  of  Lime^ "        1.407 

Carbonate  of  Lime, "        0.088 

Total, 1000.000 

[SCHWBITZBB. 

y.  AcrouLOus  Watbbs.  This  division  of  Mineral  Waters  is  intended  to 
comprise  such  as  contain  n/ree  acid,  other  than  carbonic  acid.  They  are, 
oomnaratively,  of  rare  occurrence.  The  following  is  an  analysis  of  Su^hwie 
AM  SpringSy  lately  brought  into  notice: 
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Oak  Orchard  Springs. — (New  York,) 

InagalloA. 

Free  Salphuric  Acid, grains  82.96 

Sulphate  of  Lime, "      89.60 

Protosulphate  of  Iron, "      14.82 

Sulphate  of  Alumina, **        9.68 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia,      ''        8.28 

SiUca, *•        L04 

Organic  Extractive  Matters, **        8.28 

Total, 160.62 

[Dr.  J.  R  Chiltom. 
The  Alum  Spring  of  Virginia  is  also  stated  to  contain  free  sulphuric  add. 


yi.  Siliceous  Waters.  These  Mineral  Waters  are  extremely  rare,  aod 
those  hitherto  discovered,  the  silica  appears  to  have  been  dissolved  by  means 
of  soda.  The  most  remarkable  of  these  are  the  boiling  springs  of  Geyser,  in 
Iceland,  of  which  the  following  is  the  analysis,  as  given  by  Black. 

(Min,  Phil  Trans,  iii.  95.) 
Solid  oontenta.  In  a  gaUoa. 

Soda, grains  5.56 

Alumhja, "      2.80 

Silica, ,..     "    81.50 

Muriate  of  Soda, *'     14.42 

Sulphate  of  Soda, "      8.57 


Total, 62.85 


\ 


DIETETIC  PREPARATIONS. 


Decocti(yfi  of  Barley  ;  or^  Barley  Water, 

Take  of 

Pearl  Barley, 2  ounces, 

Boiling  Water 2  quarts. 

Before  adding  the  boiling  water,  let  the  barley  be  well  washed.  Then  boil 
it  to  one-half,  and  strain  the  liquor.  A  little  lemon  juice  and  sugar  may 
be  added  if  desirable.     To  be  taken  ad  libitum  in  inflammatory  diseases. 

Rice  Water, 
Take  of 

Rice^ 2  ounce, 

Let  it  be  well  washed,  and  add  to  it — 

Water 2  quarts. 

Boil  it  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  then  add  sugar  and  nutmeg  as  much  as  may 
be  required.     To  be  taken  ad  Ubitwn. 
Rice,  when  boiled  for  a  considerable  time,  assumes  a  gelatinous  faim^  and. 
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mixed  with  milk,  is  a  yery  excellent  diet  for  children.     It  possesses  in  some 
measure  a  constipating  property  which  may  be  increased  by  boiling  the  milk. 

Infusion  of  Flaxseed, 
B.    Lini,  5j. 

Radicis  Glycyrrhizsa  contus»,  f  ss. 
AqusB  bullientis,  Oij. 
tfacerate  for  two  or  three  hours  near  the  fire,  in  a  covered  vessel ;  strain,  and 
add  lemon  juice  sufficient  to  make  it  agreeable. 
It  may  be  given  as  a  common  drink  in  catarrh. 

Decoction  of  Bran. 
Take  of 

Fresh  Wheat  Bran 1  pint^ 

Water 8  quarts. 

Boil  down  one-third,  strain  off  the  liquor,  and  add  sugar,  honey,  or  molasses^ 

according  to  the  taste  of  the  patient 

Bran  tea  may  be  made  by  using  boiling  water,  and  suffering  the  mixture  to 
stand  in  a  covered  vessel  for  three  or  four  hours. 

Mucilage  of  Oum  Arabic, 

As  an  article  of  diet,  the  proper  proportions  are  an  ounce  of  Qum  Arabic 
to  a  pint  of  boiling  water  The  solution  is  allowed  to  cool  before  it  is  used. 
Gum  Arabic  is  very  nutritive,  and  life  can  be  sustained  on  it  alone  for  some 
time. 

Sage  Tea, 
Take  of 

Dried  Leaves  of  Sage half  an  ounce. 

Boiling  Water , 1  quart 

Infuse  for  half  an  hour  and  then  strain.     Sugar  and  lemon-juice  may  be  ad- 
ded in  the  proportion  required  by  the  patient     In  the  same  manner  may 
be  made  balm  and  other  teas. 
These  infusions  form  very  agreeable  and  useful  drinks  in  fever,  and  their 

diaphoretic  powers  may  be  increased  by  the  addition  of  the  sweet  spirits  of 

nitre  or  antimonial  wine. 

Infusion  of  Malt, 
Take  of 

Ground  Malt 1  pint, 

Scalding  Water 3  pints 

Infuse  for  two  hours,  and  strain  off  the  liquor,  to  which  may  added  sugar  or 
lemon-juice,  if  required. 

This  was  a  favorite  preparation  with  the  late  Dr.  Jos.  Parrish,  in  inflamma- 
tory fevers. 

Milk  for  Infants, 
Take  of 

Cow's  Milk 1  part, 

Water 2  parts. 

Loaf  Sugar  as  much  as  may  be  agreeable. 
It  is  necessary,  when  children  are  to  be  raised  by  the  hand,  to  dilute  the 
milk.     These  proportions  may  be  altered,  as  the  child  advances  in  age.     The 
object  is  to  make  a  diet  as  near  the  qualities  of  the  maternal  milk  as  poesi 
ble. 
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Rice  OrueL 
Take  of 

Ground  Rice 1  ounce, 

Cinnamon 1  dram, 

Water 1  quart 

Boil  for  forty  minutes,  adding  the  aromatic  near  the  conclusion.    Strain  and 
sweeten.     Wine  may  b^  added  if  necessary. 

Panado, 

Take  of 

Wheat  Bread 1  ounce, 

Cinnamon 1  dram. 

Water 1  pint 

Boil  them   until  well  mixed,  then   add  a  little  grated  nutmeg  and  Bugac 
Wine  or  butter  may  also  be  added  if  desirable. 

Compound  Salep  Powders, 
^.  Salep,  . 
Tragacanth, 
Sago,  of  each  §  iv. 
Cochineal,   3  8S. 
Prepared  Oyster-shells,  |j. 
To  be  carefully  mixed  and  divided  into  powders  of  3  j  each.    Stir  one  of  these 
powders  into  a  pint  of  milk,  and  boil  them  together  for  ten  or  fifteen  min- 
utes.    To  be  drank  freely  in  dysentery  and  diarrhoea. 
These  are  the  dysenteric  powders  of  Dr.  Castanello.     A  somewhat  analo- 
gous preparation  which  bears  the  same  name,  is  prepared  as  follows : — 
B.   Gum  Arabic, 
Tragacanth, 
Arrowroot, 
Sago, 

Tapioca,  of  each  3  ij. 
Ifiz  them  well  together,  and  boil  in  a  pint  of  milk,  flavored  with  nutmeg  or 
cinnamon.     Used  as  a  diet  in  dysentery,  diarrhoea,  dbc,   &c. 

Jelly  of  Carrageen^  or  Irish  Moss, 
Take  of 

Carrageen half  an  ounce. 

Fresh  Milk a  pint  and  a  hal£ 

Boil  them  down  to  a  pint ;  remove  any  sediment  by  filtering  or  otherwise, 
and  then  add  the  requisite  quantity  of  sugar,  with  lemon-juce,  or  peach 
water,  to  give  it  an  agreeable  flavor.     To  be  used  freely. 
The  moss,  before  being  used,  should  be  well  washed  in  cold  water  to  re- 
move its  saline  taste. 

Boiled  Flour, 

Take  of 

Fine  Flour a  pound. 

Tie  it  up  in  a  linen  cloth  as  tight  as  possible,  and  after  frequently  dippine  it 

in  cold  water,  dredge  the  outside  with  flour  till  a  crust  is  formed  round  it, 

which  will  prevent  the  water  soaking  into  it  while  boiling.    It  is  then 

boiled  until  it  becomes  a  hard,  dry  mass. 

Two  or  three  spoonfuls  of  this  may  be  grated  and  prepared  in  the  same 
manner  as  arrowroot,  for  which  it  forms  an  excellent  substitute.  x 
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Chocolate. 

Chocolate  should  be  sufimd  to  stand  until  cold,  after  having  been  made 
ID  the  usual  way.  The  oily  parts  thus  collect  on  the  surface  and  should 
be  taken  ofi.     The  liquid  should  then  be  boiled  again^  and  sugar,  &c.  added. 

Beef  Tea. 
Take  of 

Lean  Bee(  cut  into  shreds 1  pound, 

Water '. 1  quart 

Boil  it  for  twenty  minutes,  taking  off  the  scum  as  it  rises.  After  it  grows  cold, 
strain  the  liquor. 

This  preparation  is  more  nourishing  than  ordinary  broths,  and  very  palata- 
ble. 

Hartshorn  Jelly. 
Take  of 

Hartshorn  Shavings .4  ounces, 

Water 1  quart 

Boil  over  a  gentle  fire  until  one  pint  of  the  water  be  dissipateo.  Strain,  and 
add  lemon-juice,  sugar,  and  wine. 

This  forms,  either  with  or  without  the  last-named  ingredients,  a  very  nour- 
ishing diet  for  convalescents ;  and,  when  mixed  with  an  equal  portion  of  milk, 
is  well  adapted  to  the  bowel  complaints  of  children 

Isinglass  or  fish  glue  may  be  used  instead  of  the  hartshorn  shavings,  if 
preferred. 

Calf  8  Feet  Jelly. 

Take  two  calves*  feet  and  add  to  them  one  gallon  of  water,  which  reduce  hj 
boiling  to  one  quart  Strain  it,  and  when  cold,  skim  the  fat  entirely  off. 
Add  to  this  the  white  of  six  or  eight  eggs  well  beaten,  a  pint  of  wine,  half 
a  pound  of  loaf  sugar  and  the  juice  of  four  lemons,  and  let  them  be  weU 
mixed.  Boil  the  whole  for  a  few  minutes,  stirring  constantly,  and  then 
pass  it  through  a  flannel  strainer. 
This  forms  a  very  nutritious  article  of  diet  for  the  sick  and  convalescent 

The  wine  may  be  omitted  or  added  at  option. 

Suet  Ptisan. 
Take  of 

Sheep's  Suet 2  ounces, 

Milk 1  pint, 

Starch half  an  ounce 

Boil  slowly  for  half  an  hour. 
This  may  be  used  as  a  common  drink  in  dysentery. 

Mustard  Whey. 
B*  Lactis  Vacdnse,  Oj. 

Sinapis  contuste,  |  j.    i 
Simmer  until  the  caseous  part  separates,  then  strain  and  add — 

ViniAlbi,f5^. 
JSigna, — A  draught  of  this  whey  may  be  taken  every  hour  or  two  in  low  fever 
and  in  debilitated  stomach. 

Wine  Whey. 
Q.  Lactis  Vaccine,  Oss.  * 

ViniAlbi,  f|i.  velf5iij. 
Boil  the  milk,  then  add  the  wine,  and  strain.    Grate  a  little  nutmeg,  and 
sweeten  the  clear  whey  to  the  taste. 
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There  are  few  mild  stimulants  more  employed, or  more  useful  than  wine  .,  j 

whej.  Dr.  Chapman  speaks  of  it  as  possessing  a  kindred  action  with  carbon- 
ate of  ammonia.  The  dose  to  be  regulated  by  the  circumstances  of  the  case ; 
from  four  ounces  to  ten  or  more  during  the  day. 

Rennet  Whey. 
Take  of 

New  Milk 1  quart, 

Rennet a  large  spoonful 

Heat  the  milk  and  then  add  the  rennet     Boil  until  the  curd  separates  and  is 
all  taken  off. 
To  many  persons  this  forms  a  very  agreeable  nutriment. 

Vinegar   Whey, 

Take  of 

Milk - 1  pint, 

Vinegar hidf  an  ounce. 

Boil  for  a  few  minutes,  and  separate  the  curd. 

Tartar    Whey. 

Take  of 

Milk 1  quart. 

Cream  of  Tartar half  an  ounce 

Boil  until  the  curd  separates. 


I  9     ^      ■  I 


MEDICAL  TERMS  FREQUENTLY  DSED. 


§     Uncia,  vel  unciae.     An  ounce,  or  ounces. 
3     Drachma,  yel  drachmae     A  drachm,  or  drachms. 
B     Scrupulus,  yel  scrupuli.    A  scruple,  or  scruples. 
0      Octarius,  vel  octarii.     A  pint,  or  pints. 
3     Fluidrachma,  vel  drachmae.     A  fluidrachm,  or — drachms. 
\     Fluiduncia,  vel  unciso.    A  fluidounce,  or — ounces. 
A.     aa.     Ana.    Of  each. 
Abd.     Abdom.     Abdomen.      The  belly. 
Abradatur  capillitium,  or  abradantur  capilli.    Let  the  hair  of  the  head  ba 

shaved  off. 
Abs.  febr.    Absente  febre.     In  the  absence  of  fever. 
Ad  alvum  solvendam,  or  movendam.     To  open  the  bowels. 
Ad  deliquium,  or  ad  syncopen.     To  fainting. 
Ad  dolorem  leniendum.     To  mitigate  pain. 
Ad  2  vie.    Ad  duas  vices.     At  twice  taking. 
Ad  tres  vices.     At  thrice  taking. 
Ad  quartem  vicem.     Up  to  the  fourth  time. 
Ad  gr.  acid.     Ad  gratam  aciditatem.    To  an  agreeable  acidity. 
Ad  hanc  formam,  magnitudinem.    To  this  form  or  size. 
Ad  libit    Ad  libitum.     At  pleasure. 
Add.    Adde,  or  Addantur.    Add. 
Addendns.    To  be  added.  • 
Addenda    By  adding. 

Ad  magoit  idinem  nucis  moschatas.    To  the  size  of  a  nutmeg. 
Admov.    ^Admoveatur  or  Admoveantur.     Apply. 
Ad  saturand.    Ad  saturandum.     Until  saturated. 
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• 

Ad  somnarn  conciliandum    To  procure  sleep. 
Adst  febr.     Adstante  febre.    When  the  fever  is  on. 
Ad  Yomitvm  concitandum.     To  excite  vomiting. 

compescendum.     To  allay  vomiting. 

Aggred.  febr.    Aggrediente  febre.     While  the  fever  is  coming  on. 

Altem.  horis.     Altemis  horis.     Evory  other  hour. 

Altemis  noctibus.    Every  other  night 

Aluta.    I  eather. 

Alvo  adst    Alvo  adstrictA.    When  the  belly  is  bound. 

il^S!-  fff^S^M  Boiling  water. 
Aq.  distil.  Aqua  distillata.  Distilled  water. 
Aqua  fluviatilis.     River  water. 

^pluviatilis.     Rain  water. 

communis.     Common  water. 

fontis  or  fontana.     Spring  water. 

nivalis.     Snow  water.  .  ^ 

Aqua  tosti  panis.     Toast  and  water. 

Avellana,  ad  molem  avellans.     To  the  size  of  a  filbert. 

Bis  ind.    Bis  indies.     Twice  a  day. 

B.  m.    Balneum  maris.     A  water-bath. 

Bull.    Bulliat     It  should  boil. 

Bulliant    They  should  boil. 

B.  V.    Balneum  vap«ris.    A  vapor-bath. 
Calvaria.    The  skull. 

Oap.     Capiat    Take. 
Cerevisia.    Beer. 

C.  m.     Cras  mane.     To-morrow  morning. 

Capill.  abrad.     Capillitium  abradatur.     Let  the  head  be  shaved. 

Chart.     Chartula,  vel  chartulss.     A  small  paper,  or  papers. 

Coch.     Cochlear,  vel  cochlearia.     A  spoonful,  or  spoonfuls. 

Coch.  ampl.    Cochleare  amplum.    A  tablespoonful.   Aboutfjss. 

Coch.  infant  Cochleare  infantis.  Achild^sspoonfuL  Aboutf3iss. 

Coch.  magn.     Cochleare  magnum.     A  tablespoonful. 

Coch.  med.  Cochleare  mediocre  or  medium.   A  dessert  spoonful.  About  f  3  !}• 

Coch.  parv.     Cochleare  parvum.     A  teaspoonful.     About  f  3  j. 

CoeruL     Coeruleus.     Blue. 

Col.     Colatus.     Strained. 

Colet     Coletur.     It  should  be  strained. 

Colat     Colatursd.     Of,  or  to  be  strained  liquor. 

Colent     Colentur.     They  should  be  strained. 

Collyr.     Collyrium.     An  eye-water. 

Cong.     Congius.     A  gallon. 

Comp.     Compositus.     Compound  or  compounded. 

Cons.     Conserva.     A  conserve. 

Conterantur  probe.     Let  them  be  well  rubbed  together. 

Oout  med.     Continuantur  medicamenta.    The  medicines  should  be  continued. 

Contr.     Contritus.     Ground  to  a  fine  powder. 

Contus.     Contusus.     Bruised,  or  broken. 

Coq.     Coque.    Boil. 

Coquantur.    They  should  boil. 

Cort.    Cortex.    A  bark. 

Coxa.    The  hip. 

CoxsBluvium.    The  hip-bath. 

Crast     Crastinus.    To-morrow. 

C.  m.  s.  Cras.  mane  sumendus.   To  be  taken  to-morrow  morning. 
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Oaearbit  cruent    Oucurbitulss  cruentsd.    This  expression  is  used  when  blood 

is  to  be  drawn  by  scarification  and  cupping. 
Oucurbitulas  affigere.     To  apply  cupping  glasses. 
Ouj.     Oujus.    Of  which. 
OujusL     Oujuslibet     Qf  any. 
Oyath.  thesd.     Oyatho  these.     In  a  cup  of  tea. 
Gyathus.  Oyathus  vinosus.   A  wine-glass.    Contains  about  ffiss. 
Deaur.  pil.     Let  the  pills  be  gilded. 
Deb.  spiss.     Debita  spissitudo.     A  proper  consistence. 
Decoa     Deooctum.     A  decoction. 
Decoct,  hordei.     Barley-water. 
Decub.     Decubitus.     Of  lying  down. 
De  d.  in  d.     De  die  in  diem.     From  day  to  day. 
Dej.  alvi.     Dejectiones  alvi.     Stools. 
Det     Detur.     It  should  be  given. 
Devoret     Let  him  swallow. 
Dieb.  alt     Diebus  altemis.     Every  other  day. 
Dieb.  tert.     Diebus  tertiis.     Every  third  day. 
Digitus.     A  finger. 
Digitus  pedis.     A  toe. 
Diluculo.     Early  in  the  morning. 
Dim.     Dimidius.     One-half. 

Dir.  prop.     Directione  propri&.     With  a  proper  direction. 
Dividatur  massa.     Let  the  mass  be  divided. 
Donea  alv.  bis  dej.     Donee  alvus  bis  dejiciat     Until  two  stools  have  been 

obtained. 
Donee,    alv  sol.   fuer.     Donee  alvus  soluta  fuerit    Until  a  stool  has  been 

obtained. 
Donee,  alvus  probe  responderit    Donee  alvus  sit  soluta.     Donee  alvus  com* 

mode  pergetur.     Until  the  bowels  be  well  purged  or  opened. 
Donee  supervenerit  vomitus.     Until  vomiting  ensue,  or  phall  occur. 
Durante  dolore.     During  the  pain. 

Durante  dyspneft.     Whilst  the  difilculty  of  breathing  continues. 
Durante  paroxysmo.     During  the  paroxysm  or  fit 
Ejusd.     Ejusdem.     Of  the  same. 
Meet     Electuarium.     The  eluctuary. 
EmpL     Emplastrum.     A  plaster. 
Enem.     Enema.     A  clyster. 
Enemata.     Clysters. 

Ex  quovis  vehiculo  crasso.     In  any  thick  vehicle  or  menstrum. 
Bx  quovis  vehiculo  idoneo.     In  any  proper  vehicle. 
Ext  sup.  alut     Extende  super  alutam.     Spread  upon  leather. 
Ft.  pil.  xij.     Fac  or  fiat  pilulas  duodecim.    Make  twelve  pills. 
Feb.  dur.     Febre  duranta     During  the  fever. 
FeL     Bile. 

Fern,  intern.     Femoribus  internis.     On  the  inner  part  of  the  thighs. 
Fermentum.    Yeast 

Ft  h.     Fiat  haustus.     Let  a  draught  be  made. 
F.  s.  a.     Fiat  secundum  artem.     Make  according  to  art. 
F'  vel.  ft     FaCf  vel  fiat,  vel  fiant     Make  or  let  it  be  made. 
F.  vensBS.     Fiat  vensBsectio.     Bleed.     Let  a  vein  be  opened. 
Fiat  massa.     Let  a  mass  be  made. 

Fist  arm.     Fistula  armata.     A  clyster  pipe  and  bladder  fitted  for  use. 
Fo.    Fluidus.    Liquid ;  also  by  measure. 
Fol.    Folia.     Leaves. 
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Fonticulus,  vel  fontinella  fiat    Let  an  issue  be  established. 

Fotus.     A  fomentation. 

Ghurg.    Gargarisma.    A  gargle. 

GeL  <}uay.     GelatinA  quavis.    In  any  kind  of  jelly. 

C^latina  ribesisB.     Ourrant  jelly. 

Grelatina  vituli.     Calves  foot  jelly. 

Genu.    The  knee. 

G.  g.  g.    Gummi  gutts  gambogiffi.    Ghtmboge, 

Gr.  Granum.    A  grain.    Grana.     Grains. 

Gtt    Guta.    A  Drop    GuttsB.     Gtitt  quibusd.    Guttis.   quoibusdam 

With  a  few  drops.     Guttat     Guttatim.     Drop  by  drop. 
Ear.  pil.  sum.  iij.     Harum  pilularum  sumantur  tres.    Three  of  these  pills 

sheuld  be  taken. 
Haust    Haustus.    A  draught 
Hepar.    The  liver. 

Hirudines  applicentur,  or  admoveantur.    Let  leeches  be  applied. 
Boris  alternis.     Every  second  hour.     Horis  tertiia    Every  third  hour.    Hor. 

decub.    Horft  decubittis.    At  going  to  bed.    Hor.  som.     Horft  somni 
Just  before  going  to  sleep,  or  on  retiring  to  rest    Hor.  un.  spatio. 

Horse    unius   spatio.    At  the  expiration  of  an  hour     Hor.  intemu 

Horis  intermediis.    At  the   intermediate  hours  between  what  has 

been  ordered  at  stated  times. 
Imnluvium.     The  shower-bath. 
Ino.    Indies,    From  day  to  day. 
Inf.    Infiinde.    Pour  in. 
Infundibulum.     A  funnel. 
Infiis.     Infusum.     An  infusion. 
InfusUm  camis  bubulL     Beef-tea. 
Inguen.     The  groin. 

In  impetu  effervescnti».    In  the  act  of  effervescence. 
Inj.  enem.    Injiciatur  enema.    A  clyster  should  be  given. 
In  lagen&  bene  obturate.     In  a  well-stoppered  flask. 
In  pulm.     In  pulmento.     In  gruel. 
In  pulv.  tere.    Rub  into  a  powder.    In  pulv.  subtilem.  tere,  vel  tritura.    Rub 

to  a  very  fine  powder. 
Insperge,  or  inspergatur  paullulunL    Spread  a  little,  or  let  a  little  be  spread. 
Inter  effervescendum    During  effervescence. 
Inter  terendum.     During  trituration. 

Invadente  paroxysmo  caloris.     When  the  hot  stage  is  coming  on. 
Jecur.    The  liver.    Jecinoris.    Of  the  liver. 
Juglandis  instar.    The  size  of  a  walnut 
Jusculum  avenge,  or  avenaceum.  GrueL 
Jusculum  pullinum.     Ohicken-broth. 
Jus  vitulinum.    Veal-broth. 
Lac  asinorum.    Asses'  milk. 
Lac  caprinum.    Gbats'  milk. 

Lat  dol.    Lateri  dolenti    To  the  side  that  is  affected. 
Lb.     lb.    Libra.    A  pound  weight,  or  a  wine  pint 
Lumbus.    The  loin. 
Malleolus.    The  ancle. 
Maneat  in  lecto.    Let  him  stay  in  bed. 
M.    Misce.    Mix. 
Mensurft.    By  measure. 
M.    Manipulus.    A  handful. 
Mane  pr.     Mane  primo.    Very  early  in  the  morning. 
Mass.    Massa^    Amass. 
Mic.  pan.    Mica  panis.    Acrumb  of  bread. 
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Mio.    Minimum.    The  sixtieth  part  of  a  drachm  measure. 
Mtt     Mitte.     Send. 
Mistura.     A  mixture. 

S'Stur.  }  ™«"  '^^^^  ^  ««"*• 

Mitt,  sang,  ad.  |  xij.  saltem.    Mittatur  sanguis  ad  uncias  duodecira  saltern. 

Let  bloodf  be  taken  away  to  twelve  ounces  at  least 
No.     Numero.     In  number. 

Mod.  presc.     Modo  prescripto.    In  the  manner  directed. 
Moles.    The  bulk. 

Mor.  sol.    More  solito.    In  the  usual  manner. 
Multo  mane.    Early  in  the  morning. 
Nucha.     The  nape  of  the  neck. 
N.  t.  s.  n.     Ne  tradas  sine  nummo.    Do  not  deliver  the  medicine  unless  paid 

for  it 
N.  m.     Nuz  moschata.     A  nutmeg. 
Obturatur  vas.     Let  the  vessel  be  stoppered 

0.  Octarius.     A  pint ;  sixteen  ounces. 

01.  lini  s.  i.     Oleum  lini  sine  igne.     Gold  drawn  linseed  oiL 

Omn.  hor.  Omni  hori.  Every  hour.  Omn.  bid.  Omni  biduo.  Every 
two  days.  Omn.  bih.  Omni  bihorio.  Every  two  hours.  Omn.  man. 
Omni  mane.  Every  morninning.  Omn.  noct  Omni  nocte.  Every 
night    Omni  quftdrante  horse.     Every  quarter  of  an  hour. 

0.  o.     Oleum  oUvss  optimum.     Best  olive-oiL 

Ope.  By  means  of.  As,  ope  pencilli  camellinL  By  means  of  camel-hair 
pencil. 

P.    Pondere.    By  weight 

Palma.    The  palm  of  the  hand. 

Part  vie.  Parti tls  vidbus.  Partitis,  dosibus.  In  divided  times  or  doses, 
instead  of  all  at  once. 

Per.  op.  emet  Peract&  operatione  emetici.  When  the  operation  of  the  eme- 
etic  is  finished. 

P.  M.    Partes  ssquales.     Equal  parts  or  quantities. 

Pediluvium.    A  foot-bath. 

Per  bidduum,  per  triduum.     For  two  or  three  days. 

Phialft  prius  bene  agitata    The  bottle  being  first  well  shaken. 

Pil.    Pilula,  vel  pilulsd.    A  pill,  or  pills. 

Pleno  rivo.    In  a  full  stream. 

Pollux.    The  thumb. 

Poples.     The  ham. 

Post  sing.  Sep.  liq.     Post  singulas  sedes  liquidas.     After  every  loose  stooU 

Ppt    Pr»parata.  Prepared. 

P.  r.  n.    Pro  re  nata.     According  to  circumstances ;  occasionally. 

P.  rat  »t     Pro  ratione  setatis.     According  to  the  age  of  the  patient 

Pug.     Pugillus.    A  pinch  between  the  fore  finger  and  thumb. 

Pulv.      Pulvis.     A  powder. 

Pyxis.    Pyxida.     A  pill-box. 

%i-SX  \  ^"^v^t  tX  r ''''' }  ^^^  2  or  8  hou«.  *c 

Q.  p.     Quantum  placet.     As  much  as  you  please. 

Q.  s.     Quantum  sufficit     As  much  as  may  suffice. 

Quor.    Of  which. 

Q .     Recipe.     Take. 

Bad.     Radix.     A  root 

Recidivum.     A  relapse. 

Red.in.  pulv.     Redactos  in  pulverem.     Powdered. 
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• 
Redig  in  pulv.     Redigatur  in  pulyerem.     It  should  be  reduoed  to  powder. 
Reg.  umbil.     Regio  umbilici.     The  parts  about  the  navel 
Ren.     The  kidney. 
Repet.  Repetatur.     It  should  be  continued.     Repetantur.     They   should  be 

continued. 
Rectinaculum.     A  truss. 
S.     Signa.     Write. 

Sanguis  mittatur,  or  detrahatun     Let  blood  be  drawn. 
S.  a.     Secundum  artem.     Accoi-ding  to  art. 
Semicupium.    A  half-bath,  or  hip-bath. 
Semidr.    Semidrachma.    Half-a-drachm. 

Ss.    Semisse.    A  half-^as,  Drachma  cum  semisse.     A  drachm  and  a  half* 
Semih.    Semihora.    Half-an-hour. 
Sesquih.     Sesquihora.    An  hour  and  a  half. 
Sesunc.    Sesuncia.    Sesquiuncia.    An  ounce  and  a  hal£ 
Sesquidrachma.     A  drachm  and  a  hal£ 
Setaceum.     A  seton. 
Serum  lactis.    Whey. 

Si  n.  yal.    Si  non  valeat    If  it  do  not  answer. 
Si  op.  sit     Si  opus  sit    If  necessary. 
Si  vu*.  perm.    Si  vires  permittant.    If  the  strengtH  will  allow. 
Sgn*  n.  pr.     Signetur  nomine  proprio.     Write  upon  it  the  usual  name. 
Sing.     Singulorum.     Of  each. 
Singultus.     Hiccough. 
Spina  dorsL    Spine  of  the  back,  back-bona 
St    Stet     It  should  stand. 
Stent    They  should  find. 

Sub  fin.  coct     Sub  finum  coctionis.     When  the  boiling  is  nearly  finished. 
Sum.  taL     Sumat  talem.     Take  one  like  this 
S.  T.     Spiritus  vini.     Ardent  spirit  of  any  strength. 
S.  v.Q.     Sp.  VinL  Gallici.     French  brandy. 
S.  V.  r.     Spiritus  vini  rectificatus.     Spirit  of  wine. 

S.  V*  t    Spiritus  vini  tenuior.     Proof  spirit,  or  half  alcohol  and  half  water. 
Subinde.     Now  and  then. 
Summo  mane.     Early  in  the  morning. 
Sypho.     A  syringe. 

Temp,  dezt     Tempori  deztro.     To  the  right  temple. 
Tinct     TincCura.     A  tincture. 
Triit    Tritus.     Ground  to  powder. 
Troch.     Trochisci.     Troches  or  lozenges. 
Ult  prescr.     Ultimo  prescripto.     The  last  ordered. 
Urgenti  flatu.     Flatulence  being  troublesome. 
Urgent!  tusse.     The  cough  increasing, 
y.  8.    YensBsectio.    Bleeding  from  a  vein. 
Ventriculo  jejuno.     The  stomach  being  empty. 
Vesicatorium  applicetur,  or  admoveatur.  Let  a  blister  be  applied. 
Vit  ov.    Vitellum  ovi    The  yolk  of  an  egg. 
Vasculum  pro  the&  (a  tea  cup)  contains  about  f  |  iij. 
Vulnus  curare.     To  dress  a  wound. 

V.  o.  s.     Vitello  ovi  solutus.     Dissolved  in  the  yolk  of  an  egg. 
Vom.  urg.     Yomitione  urgente.     When  the  vomiting  begins. 
suppr.    Vomitu  suppresso.     The  vomiting  being  stopped. 
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Alterative  Syrup 

( -4  rah ce   Compos ittis, ) 

This  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  compounds  of  the  Eclectio 
Dispensatory.  It  is  comp|Osed  of  Honduras  sarsaparilla,  spikenard, 
yellow  dook,  burdock,  guiacum,  sassafras,  prickly  ash,  elder  flowers 
and  blue  flag.  Each  fluid  ounce  contains  120  grains  of  the  crude 
articles     Dose  one  to  four  fluid  drams  three  times  a  day. 


Aromatic  Calisaya  Wine. 

An  agreeable  and  general  tonic  in  convalescence  for  children 
and  feeble  persons,  and  prophylactic  against  intermittents.  Val- 
uable as  a  tonic  during  the  summer  montDa  Each  flmd  ounce  con- 
tains the  medicinal  virtue  of  twenty-four  grains  of  bark. 

Dose,  for  adults,  a  wineglassfull  two  or  three  times  a  day,  more 
or  less,  as  may  be  necessary ;  and  for  children,  in  proportion  to  age 
Mid  constitution. 


Buohu  and  Pareira  Brava,  Compd.  Elixir  o£ 

The  combination  of  buchu,  pareira  brava,  juniper  and  coUinsonta 
has  been  employed  with  decided  success  in  disease  of  the  urinary 
organs  to  wmch  it  has  a  peculiar  and  specific  direction.  It  has 
been  useful  in  chronic  bronchial  inflammation,  chronic  inflom- 
mation  of  the  bladder,  ulcerated  kidneys,  bladder  and  urinary 
passages,  leucorrhoea,  dropsy,  &c.  It  is  mild  in  its  operation, 
prompt  as  a  remedial  agent,  and  an  agreeable  and  safe  remedy  in 
these  complaints.     Dose,  a  teaspoonful  three  times  a  day. 


Calisaya,  Columbo  and  Quassia,  Elixir  o£ 

Anti-intermittent,  tonic  and  stomachic.  The  ingredients 
severally,  of  this  Elixir  have  achieved  a  wide  and  merited 
notoriety  in  the  treatment  ef  dyspepsia,  loss  of  appetite,  muscular 
debility  and  that  depraved  state  of  the  system  consequent  on 
febrile  and  inflammatory  diseases,  in  chronic  diarrhoea  and  dysen- 
tery. Each  remedy  enhances  the  remedial  action  of  the  other,  and 
we  invite  the  profession  to  test  this  preparation  believing  it  will 
prove  eminenUy  useful  and  far  more  efficacious  in  the  mofe  ob- 
stinate cases  of  the  above  diseases,  than  the  remedies  individually. 


Each  fluid  ounce  contains  twenty  grains  Calisaya;  fifteen  grains 
of  Columbo,  ten  grains  of  Quassia.     Dose,  one  to  two  drama 


Calisaya,  Iron  and  Manganese,  Elixir  of. 

This  preparation  combines,  besides  the  tonic  properties  of  Bark 
and  Iron  with  the  alterative  properties  of  manganese,  the  valuable 
effects  of  phosphorus,  in  cases  where  the  system  needs  its  phos- 
phoric constituent  in  due  proportion.  Each  fluid  ounce  contains 
^0  grs.  Calisaya  and  8  grains  each  of  Phosphate  iron  and  Manganese. 


Calisaya  and  Protoxide  of  Iron,  Elixir  of. 

This  preparation  in  potency  and  elegance  is  second  to  no 
similar  combination  to  combat  anaemia,  female  debility  and  atony 
of  the  digestive  apparatus.  It  comports  as  a  general  tonic,  and  in 
cases  when  Bark  and  Iron  are  indicated,  is  highly  commended 
hy  those  who  have  given  the  medicine  a  trial.  Each  fluid  dram 
contains  sev^n  and  one-half  grains  of  Calisaya  and  two  grains  of 
Citrate  of  Protoxide  Iron.     jDose,  one  to  two  drams. 


Chlorodyne. 

Composed  of  Opium,   ChloToform,  Cannabis  Indica,  Hydrocyanic  Acid, 

and  Copsicvm, 

Anodyne,  astringent,  sedative,  diaphoretic  and  anti-spasmodia 
This  preparation  is  now  claiming  the  attention  of  the  Profession 
throughout  Europe;  and  since  its  introduction  into  this  countiy 
has  proved  to  be  a  valuable  addition  to  our  remedial  agenta  It 
has  been  used  with  the  greatest  success  in  cases  of  Asiatic  Cholera, 
when  every  other  mode  of  treatment  had  failed.  It  has  also  been 
used  with  decided  advantage  in  numerous  cases  of  delirium 
tremens,  heart  disease,  cramp,  dysentery,  diarrhoea,  asthma,  epilepsy, 
croup,  &c.,  &C. 

The  dose  varies  in  accordance  with  the  severity  of  the  diseases 
say  from  five  to  thirty  drops  in  water,  frequently  repeated. 


CimiciflLga,  Elixir  of 

This  is  designed  to  furnish  a  preparation  of  an  agreeable  taste 
of  less  strength  than  our  fluid  extract  and  equal  to  the  tincture. 
Black  cohosh  possesses  an  undoubted  influence  over  the  nervous 
system  and  has  been  successfully  used  in  periodical  convulsions, 
epilepsy,  asthma,  delirium  tremens,  and  many  spasmodic  aflections, 
in  phthisis  pulmonalis,  cough,  amenorrhoea,  dysmenorrhoea, 
leucorrhcea  and  other  uterine  affectiona  It  has  and  always  had 
a  high  reputation  in  rheumatism,  acute  or  chronic,  and  neuialgia. 
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CimiciftLga  Compoiind,  Elixir  o£ 

This  is  composed  of  (Xmicijvjga^  Cherry^  Ipecac^  Liqu/orice  and 
Senekcu  It  is  alterative,  expectorant  and  tonic,  and  stimulates  most 
of  the  secretions,  very  useful  in  pulmonary  diseases,  its  specific 
influence  on  the  lungs  is  marked,  lessening  the  frequency  and 
severity  of  the  cough,  rendering  breathing  less  laborious  and 
diminishing  the  frequency  of  the  pulse,  also  in  hepatic  disorders 
and  dyspepsia 

CoUinsonia  Canadense,  Elixir  o£ 

It  is  a  tonic,  astringent,  diaphoretic  and  diuretic.  The  root  in 
substance  is  said  to  irritate  the  stomach  and  produce  vomiting, 
even  in  small  doses.  It  has  some  reputation  in  catarrh  of  the  blad- 
der, lencorrhoea,  gravel,  dropsy,  &c.  It  is  also  said  to  have  been 
used  with  efficacy  in  lithic  acid  calculous  deposits  and  other  affec- 
tions  of  the  uriniry  organs. 

Gkentian  and  Pyrophospliate  of  Iron,  Elixir  o£ 

This  is  the  most  agreeable  form  of  combining  Gentian  with  Iron, 
and  is  a  mild  chalybeate  tonic,  particularly  adapted  to  weak  and 
debilitated  constitutions,  and  to  persons  oi  a  nervous  organization. 
Useful  in  cases  where  iron  is  indicated  in  conjunction  with  a  bitter 
tonic,  such  as  dyspepsia,  want  of  appetite,  amenorrhoea,  hysteria, 
and  has  been  well  spoken  of  in  treatment  of  rickets  and  diabetes. 
Each  fluid  ounce  contains  82  grains  Gentian,  and  8  grains  pyro- 
phosphate Iron.     Dose  one  to  two  drama 


Q-inger,  Symp  of. 

The  syrup  of  ginger  is  much  used  as  a  warm  stomachic  addition 
to  tonic  ana  purgative  infusions  or  mixtures  and  to  impart  flavor 


to  drinks. 


Helonias  Compound,  Elixir  of. 

Composed  of  Mtchella  Bepens,  Vihumum  Opulua^  CaulophyUum 
ThaMctrodeMy  HelonicLS  Dioica. 

This  medicine  apppears  to  exert  a  specific  influence  on  the 
uterus,  and  in  functional  derangements  of  this  organ  it  is  held  to 
be  invaluable,  acting  as  a  uterine  tonic,  and  graoually  removing 
abnormal  conditions,  while  at  the  same  time  it  imparts  tone  and 
vigor  to  the  reproductive  organa  In  leucorrhoea,  dysmenorrhoea, 
amenorrhcea,  menorrhagia,  metrorrhagia,  tendencv  to  repeated  and 


suocessive  miscarriagea,  and  general  atonj^  of  the  generative  organsy 
the  utility  of  this  Elixir  is  extravag^tly  lauded.    ' 
Dose,  half  a  wine-glassful  three  times  a  day. 

Hypophosphite  of  Lime,  Syrup  o£ 

For  therapeutic  character  and  value  of  the  Hjpophosphites, 
see  page  157.  Each  fluid  dram  contains  three  and  one-naif  grains 
of  the  salt     Dose  one  to  two  dram^ 


Hypophospliite  of  Manganese,  Syrup  o£ 

For  therapeutic  character  and  value  of  th^  Hypophosphites, 
see  page  15/.     Each  fluid  dram  contains  two  gnvins  of  the  salt 
Dose  one  to  two  drams. 


Hypophosphite  of  Soda,  Sjn  up  of 

For  therapeutic  character  and  value  of  the  Hypophosphites. 
see  page  157.     Each  fluid  dram  contains  two  gra/ns  of  the  salt 
Dose  one  to  two  drams. 


Iodide  Lime  and  Protoxide  Iron,  Syrup  of. 

This  is  a  new  and  elegant  form  in  which  to  administer  Iodide 
Lime  and  Protoxide  Iron.  It  is  pleasant  to  the  taste  and  highly 
efficacious  as  an  alterative  and  tonic,  and  advisable  in  a  large 
number  of  cases  where  the  secretions  are  defective,  the  blood  im- 
poverished, where  the  assimilatoiy  organs  imperfectly  perform  their 
tunctions,  and  the  system  generally  is  prostrated  &om  exhausting 
diseases. 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  one-half  grain  Iodide  Lime  and  two 
grains  of  Protoxide  Iron.     Dose  one  to  two  drama 

Iodide  of  Manganese,  Syrup  o£ 

Iodide  of  manganese  is  particularly  useful  in  the  anemia  at- 
tendant  on  scrofula,  phthisis,  cancer,  and  syphihtic  cachexy. 
The  syrup,  given  in  combination  with  Cinchona  rapidly  removes 
the  enlargement  of  the  Spleen  often  following  protracted  fevers. 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains  sixty  grains  of  Iodide  manganesa 

Dose,  ten  to  thirty  drops,  repeated  several  times  a  day. 


Iron,  Bitter  Wine  o£ 

It  is  well  adapted  to  all  cases  of  general  prostration  where  a  tonic 
and  mild  stimulant  are  required.     Each  fluid  ounce  contains  fotir 


ins  citrate  of  iroa  and  the  medicinal  virtues  of  sixty  grains  of 
•k.    Dose,  one  to  two  drama* 


Ipecac,  Syrup  c£    (U.  s.  p.) 

This  syrup  is  chiefly  applicable  to  the  cases  of  children.  One 
fluid  ounce  contains  the  virtues  of  thirty  grains  of  ipecacuanha. 
The  dose  •as  an  emetic,  is  for  an  adult  from  a  flmd  dram  to  a 
fluidounce ;  for  a  child,  a  year  or  two  old,  from  thirty  minims  to  a 
fluid  dram,  repeated  every  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  till  it  acts. 

As  an  expectorant,  the  dose  for  an  adult  is  twenty  minims  to  a 
fluid  dram ;  for  a  child,  from  two  to  ten  minims. 


Lime,  Syrnp  of 

The  syrup  of  Lime  remains  perfectly  transparent,  and  is  in  no 
degree  disturbed  by  dilution  with  water.  It  has  a  decidedly  ^- 
kaUne  and  even  cauntic  taste,  and  should  always  be  largely  diluted 
when  administered.  It  is  employed  in  the  chronic  diarrhoea  of 
infants  and  recommended  as  an  addition  in  verv  small  proportions, 
to  the  milk  employed  as  a  diet  for  children  liable  to  this  complaint. 
Trosseau  adds  about  eight  grains  of  the  syrup  to  the  quart  of  milk. 
He  gives  the  saturated  syrup  of  Lime  to  a  cnild  in  the  quantity  of 
fifteen  or  thirty  grains  in  the  course  of  the  dav,  to  an  adult,  in  five 
times  thQ  quantity.  This  preparation  may  be  used  in  diarrhoea 
with  acidity,  in  vomiting,  m  affections  of  the  urinary  organs  re- 
quiring active  treatment  and  for  all  other  therapeutical  purposes 
to  which  Lime  is  applied. 

It  is  recommended  in  acute  rheumatism,  and  strong  testimony 
attests  its  efficacy.  Dr.  Carl  H.  Smith  in  tlie  Medical  and  Surgical 
Hqxyrtery  (June,  1868),  says :  I  have  now  treated  fifl«en  cases  of 
acute  rheumatism  with  the  syrup  of  Lime,  using  no  other  remedy, 
and  the  result  was  a  cure  in  from  ten  to  sixteen  days. 

Dose,  one-half  to  two  fluid  drams. 


LitMa,  Bromide  o£ 

Bromide  of  Lithia  is  comparatively  a  new  remedy.  It  forms  a 
very  soluble  Salt  and  possesses  extraordinary  solvent  power.  As  on 
eliminant  it  is  largely  in  demand.  It  is  admirably  acuipted  to  cases 
of  gout,  gouty  diathesis,  rheumatism,  rheumatico-neuralgia,  and  to 
prevent  the  formation  and  deposition  of  insoluble  salt  of  uric  acid 
m  the  bladder,  kidneys,  joints  and  ligamentous  tissues,  and  to 
fitvour  the  solution  of  sucn  salt  when  already  formed  It  is  used 
in  cases  similar  with  Carbonate  of  Lithia,  and  bj  many  preferred 
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Lnpulin  (Hop),  Elixir  of. 

This  elegant  preparation  is  intended  to  be  used  where  opiates 
are  inadmissable.  It  wUl  aid  in  producing  sleep  and  relieve  pain. 
It  is  useful  in  dyspepsia,  nervous  tremors,  wakefulness  in  con- 
nection with  nervous  irritation,  anxiety  or  exhaustion.  It  does 
not  disorder  the  stomach  or  cause  constipation*  as  opium  dotrs. 


I,  Stryohnia  and  Bismutli,  Ferrated 

Elixir  of 

Stomachic,  nervo-tonic,  and  hsBmatinia  Admirably  adapted  to  the 
ordinary  cases  of  djrspepsia  and  especially  when  this  complaint  is 
complicated  with  acidity  of  the  stomach,  ansemia,  loss  of  appetite, 
general  languor  and  nervous  irritability  and  prostration. 

This  valuable  combination  is  eminentiv  useful  in  a  largely  di- 
versified class  of  diseases  which  will  readily  be  su^ested. 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains  thirty-six  grains  of  Pepsin,  ifir  of  a 
^ain  of  strychnia,  ten  grains  citrate  of  Bismuth  and  four  grains 
citrate  of  Iron.    Dose,  one  dram. 

Symp  Pectoral 

Composed  of  Dates,  Jujube,  Liquorice  Boot,  Mallow  Rooty  Matdeu 
Hair,  Poppy  Heads,    Dose,  one  to  two  ounces. 

Phosphate  of  Lime,  Symp  of 

Its  uses  are  similar  to  those  of  Syrup  of  Lime  though  it  is  especially 
adapted  to  morbid  conditions  where  degeneracy  of  nerve  tissue  in- 
dicates the  utility  of  Phosphorus.  Each  fluid  dram  contains  five 
grains  Phosphate  Lime.     Dose  one  to  two  drams  three  times  daily. 

Qninia,  Pho&phate  of 

The  uses  and  indications  of  this  preparation  are  obvious. 

The  dose  varies  exceedingly  according  to  the  circumstances  oi 
the  patient,  and  the  object  to  be  accomplished 

Rhei,  Synip  of  {u.  s.  p.) 

Syrup  Ehubarb  is  a  mild  cathartic  adapted  to  the  cases  of  in&nts, 
to  whom  it  may  be  given  in  the  dose  of  a  fluid  dram. 
Dose  for  an  adult  two  to  three  drams. 


Rhei,  Aromatic  Symp  of    ( ^.  s.  p.) 

Warm  stomachic  laxative,  too  feeble  for  adult  cases,  but  well 
calculated  for  the  bowel-complaint  of  infants  which  are  so  fi^iuent 
in  the  summer  seasoa     The  dose  for  an  infant  with  diarrhoea  is  a 


fluid  dram  repeated,  every  two  hours  till  the  passages  indicate  by 
their  color  that  the  medicine  has  operated. 


Rhei  and  Potassium,  Syrnp  of 

Laxative,  tonic  and  alterative.  Beneficial  in  dyspepsia,  con- 
stipation, hepatic  aflfecUons,  strumous  diatheses,  and  especially  when 
complicated  with  urinary  disorders.     Dose  one  to  three  fluid  drams. 


Rnmex,  Compound  Syrup  of 

Composed  of  Rumex  Crf8pyj<,  Soianum  Dulcamara^  Ampelopsis- 
Qumq,  Scrofularia,  Marilandica  and  MtniaperTitum, 

Alterative  and  anti-scrofulous.     Valuable  in  cutaneous  diseases. 
Dose,  one  to  two  fluid  drams  five  times  a  day. 

Sarsaparilla  and  Iodide  Lime,  Syrup  of 

Alterative,  Valuable  in  strumous  affections  and  the  diseases  of 
the  absorbent  and  glandular  system. 

Each  fluid  ounce  contaius  two  grains  iodide  lime  and  sixty  grains 
of  sarsaparilla.     Dose,  two  to  three  drams. 


Sarsaparilla  and  Iodide  Potassium,  Syrup 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains  thirty  grains  of  iodide  potassium  and 
sixty  grains  of  sarsaparilla     Dose,  two  to  three  drams. 


Sarsaparilla,  Compound  Syrup  of    (^-  S-  ^•) 

Dose,  from  two  to  four  fluid  drams,  three  or  four  times  a  day. 


Seneka,  Syrup  of    {u.  s.  p.) 

It  aflPords  a  very  convenient  mode  of  exhibiting  seneka  in 
pectoral  complaints.  It  may  be  given  as  a  stimulant  expectorant 
m  the  dose  of  one  or  two  fluid  drams. 


Syrup  Squills  Compound.    (U.  s,  p.) 

Emetic,  expectorant  and  frequently  cathartic,  well  known  as  the 
popular  remedy  called  Hive  oyrup.  It  combines  the  virtues  of 
seneka,  squills,  and  tartar-emetic,  of  the  last  of  which  it  contains 
one  grain  m  every  fluid-ounce^ 

It  may  be  given  with  advantage  in  mild  cases  of  croup,  in  the 
latter  stages  of  severe  cases  when  the  object  is  t-  >  promote  ex- 

Sectoration,  and  in  other  pect*>ral  aflfections  in  which  the  same  in- 
ication  is  presented. 
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The  doseof  this  s^riip  is  for  children,  from  ten  dtops  to  a 
fluid  dram,  according  to  the  age,  and  should  be  repeated  in  cases  of 
Croup  every  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  till  it  vomits. 

As  an  expectorant  for  adults,  the  dose  is  twenty  or  thirty  drops. 


Squills,  Syrup  of.    ( U-  s.  />.) 

This  syrup  is  much  employed  as  an  exprctorant,  especially  in 
combination  with  a  solution  oi  tartarized  antinfiony.  Sometunes 
given  in  infantile  cases  of  catarrh  and  otht-r  pectoral  complaint^b 

Dose,  from  one  to  two  fluid  drama 


Stillingia,  Elixir  of 

In  large  dopes  it  is  emetic  and  cathartic,  in  small  doses  alterative 
with  marked  influence  over  the  secretions,  which  fs  unsurpassed  by 
any  other  knovm  alferative.  It  acts  permanently  on  the  glandular 
and  cutaneous  system,  and  has  proven  highly  valuable  in  scrofula, 
cutaneous  diseases,  chronic  hepatic  affections,  secondary  syphilis  in 
bronchial  and  laryngeal  affections,  as  well  as  in  obstinate  cases  ot 
rheumatism,  and  other  complaints  oixiinaiily  benefited  by  an 
alterative.     Dose,  one  to  four  fluid  drams,  three  times  a  day. 


Stillingia,  Compound  Elixir  of 

This  preparation  contains  stillingia,  turkey  com,  blue  flag^ 
vrickly  ash,  bitter  sweet,  princess  pine  and  iodide  of  potassium,  idl 
well  known  and  esteemed  remedies,  and  is  regarded  by  all  who 
have  used  it  as  one  of  the  most  potent  remedies  in  all  chronic 
diseases.  It  is  eminently  fitted  for  the  legion  of  disorders  which 
require  alterative  treatment,  prickly  ash  stimulates  and  imparts 
strength  to  the  mucous  tissues  and  proves  valuable  to  the  system 
generally.     Dose,  one  to  two  fluid  drams  three  or  four  times  a  day. 


Syrup  Stillingia. 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  twelve  grains  stillingia  and  four  grains 
of  prickly  ask     Dose,  one  to  four  drams. 


Syrup  Stillingia  Compound. 

StiUingia^  Bumex,  CkimapkWa,   Iris   Versieotor^    Coriander^    Cory- 
da  fis,  Xanthoxyhm,  Sangninaria, 

Alterative  and  tonia     For  its  remedial  utility  see  the  properties 
of  the  individual  articles.     Dose,  one  to  two  drams. 
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of  Wild  Cherry  and  Iodide  of  Iron,  . 

Alterative,  hsematuiic,  tonic  and  arterial  sedative,  combining  tbe 
valuable  properties  of  Iodine,  Iron  and  Wild  Cherry  held  in 
solution  in  pure  Sherry  Wine.  In  the  management  of  diseases 
where  it  is  aesired  to  produce  a  salutary  change  in  the  disease,  bait 
without  exciting  any  sensible  evacuations  or  cardiac  action,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  impart  to  the  blood  its  hadmatin  element,  and  to 
the  digestive  organs  tone,  and  thereby  to  combat  general  atony, 
this  new  and  elegant  preparation  is  confidently  reconmiended  fts 
reparative  action  on  tne  system  of  nutrition,  and  its  anti-anasmic  in- 
fluence render  it  applicable  to  a  largely  diversifif  d  class  of  disease. 

Each  fluidounce  contains  eight  grains  of  Iodide  of  In>nL 

D^e,  one  fluid  dram  three  times  daily. 

Wine  of  Wild  Clierry  and  Iodine. 

Alterativt",  tonic,  stomachic  and  arterial  sedative,  and  operating 
as  a  general  excitant  of  the  vital  actions  e^'pecially  of  the  absorbent 
and  glandular  systema  In  the  numerous  caaee^  of  debility  con- 
sequent on  diseased  glands  or  absorbents,  particularly  when  there 
is  cardiac  oom plication,  in  glandular  enlargements  and  morbid 
growth  occurring  in  persons  of  a  delicate  constitution  and  of  a 
scrofulous  diathesis,  m  ovarian  tumors,  in  enlargements  and  in 
durations  of .  the  liver,  spleen,  mammsB,  testes  and  ut^rup,  especially, 
when  symptoms  of  constitutional  decline  have  set  in,  and  in  many 
types  of  hepatic  affections,  this  new  remt  dy  appeara  to  be  pre- 
eminently indicated.  If  symptoms  of  iodism  arise,  the  medicine 
should  be  discontin  ued,  and  milk  diet  prescribed.  Each  fluid  ounce 
contains  two  grains  of  Iodine.  Dose,  one  fluid  dram  three  times  daily. 

Zinc,  Elixir  of  Valerianate  of 

Advisable  in  all  cases  where  the  salt  is  indicated  In  this 
elixir  the  offensiveness  of  the  salt  is  effectually  die^ised,  and  the 
medicine  is  thereby  rendered  both  acceptable  to  the  stomach  and 
easy  of  administration.  Each  fluid  dram  contains  half  a  grain  of 
Yalerianate  of  Zinc.     Dose,  one  to  two  drama 

Rhei  and  Coltunbo,  Elixir  o£ 

Valuable  in  dyspepsia  and  indigestion,  and  may  be  employed 
m  most  cases  where  the  same,  combined  with  Iron,  is  recommended, 
but  when  it  cannot  be  tolerated  by  tbe  patient  Each  fluid  oxmce 
contains  16  grains  Bhei  and  16  gra  Columbo. 

Ammoninm  Chloride  Qrannlated. 

Aoid  Laotig 

Acid  Phosphoric,  diL  IT.  S.  P. 

Zinc  Chloride  Granulated. 
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Additional  Frepaiatlons. 

Pluid  Extract  Buohu  U.  S.  P.  with  Pepsine  and 

Bismutli,  in  Dyspepsia. 

The  stimulating  influence  of  Bucliu  upon  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  stomach  and  bowels  has  given  it  reputation  in  Dys- 
pepsia. Itaugments  the  appetite  and  promotes  digestioa  la 
combination  with  Pepsine  and  Bismuth  when  there  is  a  deficiency 
of  gastric  secretion,  its  beneficial  effects  are  decided  and  really  won- 
derful In  atonic  dyspepsia  complicated  with  urinary  diseases,  it 
tends  to  prevent  the  mal-assimilation  of  the  food  and  consequent 
generation  of  sedimentary  deposits  in  the  urine,  while  the  diuretic 
property  holds  the  latter  in  solution,  and  favors  its  discharge. 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains  40  grains  Pepsine  and  4  grains  Citrate 
of  Bismuth. 

Dose — A  teaspo«nfiil  once  in  three  houra 

Plnid  Extract  Bnchn  (U.  S.  P.)  and  Iron. 

Buchu  is  gently  stimulating,  antispasmodic  and  tonic,  with  a  pe- 
culiar tendency  to  diseases  of  the  urinary  organs,^  as  Gravel, 
Chronic  Catarrh  of  the  bladder,Irritation  of  the  blaSder^and  urethra^ 
Incontinence  of  urine,  from  a  loss  of  tone  in  the  parts  concerned  in 
its  evacuation.  Combined  with  Iroa  it  is  valuable  for  those  cases 
where  it  is  desired  to  unite  a  tonic  with  the  stimulant,  diuretic  and 
diaphoretic  action  of  Buchu,  and  has  been  serviceable  when  other 
preparations  have  failed. 

Each  ounce  contains  eight  grains  of  Pyrophosphate  of  Iron. 


Elixir  Bismnth  and  Stryclinia. 

This  preparation  unites  the  valuable  properties  of  Ammonio- 
citrate  of  Bismuth,  with  those  of  Strychnia. 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains  of  Ammonio-citrate  of  Bismuth,  8 
grains,  and  Strychnia,  rh  of  a  grain. 


Elixir  Bismuth,  Quinia  and  Strychnia* 

This  preparation  unites  the  properties  of  Ammonio  Citrate 
Bismuth,  with  those  of  Quinia  and  Strychnia ;  it  is  particularly  val- 
uable in  cases  of  general  debility,  nervous  prostration,  &c.  As  a 
tonic  it  gives  increased  tone  to  the  stomach,  and  vitality  to  the 
system  generally.  Each  fluid  ounce  contains  Ammonio-Citrate 
Bismuth  8  grs.,  Quinia  4  gra,  and  Suychnia  rSv  or  a  grain. 

Dose — One  fluid  dram. 
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Elixir  Citrate  Lithia. 

Particularly  adapted  to  cases  where  a  solvent  for  uric  acid  is 
desired,  such  as  gout,  kiduey  and  bladder  diseases;  it  is  an  antacid, 
antilithic  and  diuretic  and  has  the  advantage  over  the  other  salts 
of  liithia  in  being  more  readily  assimilated  and  less  disposed  to  ir- 
ritate the  stomach. 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains  20  grains  ol  the  salt  Dose— One  to 
two  drama 


Elixir  CMoral  Hydrate. 

Chloral  Hydrate  should  in  all  cases  be  administered  by  a  phy- 
sician. It  is  contra-indicated  when  Nux  Vomica,  Ignatia,  or  Strych- 
nia are  being  administered.     Each  fluid  dram  contains  6  grains. 


Elixir  of  Calisaya,  Pepsine  and  Bismntli. 

A  pleasant  and  efficacious  remedy  in  debility  of  the  stomach 
attenaant  on  convalescence  and  certain  exhausting  diseases,  in  dys- 
pepsia and  in  kindred  diseases.  . 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains  30  grains  of  Calisaya,  40  grains  Pep- 
sine, and  6  grains  Ammonio-citrate  of  Bismuth.  Dose, — One  tea- 
spoonful. 

Ferro-Phosphorated  Elixir  of  Gtentian. 

This  preparation  is  identical  in  strength  with  the  compound  infus- 
ion of  Gentian  of  the  U.  S.  Pharmacopoeia,  with  Pyrophosphate  of 
Iron  added.  Gentian  gives  tone  to  the  digestion,  improves  and 
strengthens  the  appetita  With  the  preparation  of  iron,  it  is  ac- 
ceptable to  the  stomach  and  unites  the  valuable  properties  of  phos- 
phorus. 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains  40  grains  Gentian,  and  1  grain  Pyro- 
phosphate of  Iron.     Dose,  for  adults,  one  to  two  fluid  drams. 

Elixir  Q-entian. 


Elixir  of  Matioo. 

(piper  angustifolium.) 

Matico  is  an  agreeable  aromatic,  tonic  and  stimulant,  having  a 
tendency,  like  cubebs,  to  act  on  the  urinary  passages.  Used  with 
advantage  in  diseases  of  the  mucuos  membranes,  as  gonorrhea, 
leucorrhea,  hemorrhagia,  catarrh  of  the  bladder,hemorrhoids,  hem- 
optysis, dysentery,  hematuria,  &a     Dose, — 1  to  S  fluid  drama 
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Elixir  Mandrake  CompoxLnd. 

Usefal  in  scrofulous  and  sjrphilitic  diseases,  hepatic  affectionsi 
dysmenorrhea,  rheumatism,  gonorrhea  ;  also  administered  bene- 
ficially in  jaundice,  dropsies,  dysentery,  diarrhoea,  bilious,  remit- 
tent and  intermittent  fevers,  puerperal  lever,  typhoid  fever,  and  all 
glandular  enlargement 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains  24  grains  Senna,  12  grains  Mandrake, 
8  grains  Jalap  and  1  gr.  Ginger.     Dose — One-halfto  three  drams. 


Elixir  Pepsine*  Stryclmia  &  BismtLth  with  Pan- 
creatine. 

A  pleasamt  and  efficacious  remedy  in  debility  of  the  stomach 
attendant  on  convalescence  in  dyspepsia  and  other  exhausting  dis- 
eases; The  Pancreatine  is  claimed  to  act  specially  on  the  digestion 
of  oily  or  fatty  substances. 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  6  grains  of  Pepsine,  A  of  a  grain 
Strychnia,  1  grain  Ammonio-Oitrate  Bismuth,  and  6  grains  of  Pan- 
creatine.    Dose — One  teaspoonful. 


Pepsine  &  Bismuth  with 

A  pleasant  and  efficacious  remedy  in  debility  of  the  stomach 
attenctant  on  convalescence  in  dyspepsia  and  other  exhausting  dis- 
eases. The  Pancreatine  is  claimea  to  act  specially  on  the  digestion 
of  oily  or  fatty  substancea 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  5  grains  of  Pepsine,  1  grain  Ammo- 
nio-Citrate  Bismuth,  and  5  grains  of  Pancnratine.  Dose, — One 
teaspoonfuL 


Protoxide  Iron  &  Iodide  Potassium. 

This  preparation  is  pleasant  to  the  taste  and  highly  efficacioos 
Bfl  an  alterative  and  tonic,  and  advisable  in  a  large  numlDer  of  oafles 
where  the  secretions  are  defective,  the  blood  impoverished,  where 
the  assimilatory  organs  imperfectly  perform  their  functions,  and 
the  system  generally  is  prostrated  m>m  exhausting  diseasea 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  one  grain  Iodide  Potassium,  and  two 
grains  of  Protoxide  Iron.    Dose,— One  to  two  drams. 

Elixir  Pink  Root  Compound. 

Cathartic  and  vermifuge.  This  compound  is  decidedly  a  pleas- 
ant and  ^cient  medicine  in  those  states  of  the  syst^n  proauced 
by  worms,  which  resemble  infantile  remittents  and  other  febrile 
diseasea 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains  80  grains  Pink  Root,  24  trains  Senna, 
1 1-2  grain  Savin  and  8  grains  Manna.  Dose, — One-half  to  three 
drama 
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Elixir  Senna  Componnd. 

A  oombination  of  Senna»  Jalap  and  Mandrake,  operating  as  a 
mild  cathartic  and  alterative. 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains  Senna  20  grains,  Jalap  10  grains  and 
Mandrake  10  grains.     Dose, — Two  to  four  fluid  drama 

Elixir  Valerian. 

Useful  in  subduing  nervous  and  convulsive  excitement,  rest- 
lessness and  irritability  occurring  in  hysterical  constitutions.  Also 
valuable  in  mania,  melancholy  and  all  hallucinatory  affectiona 

Each  fluid  dram  represents  10  grains  of  the  root  Dose, — ^From 
one  to  two  drama 


Syrup  Bromide  Morphine. 

Bromine  favors  the  sedative  action  and  at  the  same  time  allays 
the  astringency  which  Morphia  inducea  It  can  be  used  in  similar 
doses  and  can  be  repeated  more  frequently  than  the  organic  salts 
without  producing  those  after  effects  of  an  opiate.  In  cases  of  ex- 
treme depression  of  a  nervous  kind  attended  with  headache  and 
nausea,  it  has  been  used  with  great  success  where  other  salts  of 
morphia  Mled. 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  i  of  a  grain  Bromide  Morphia.  Dose 
— From  one  to  two  drama 


Symp  Bromide  Qninia. 

This  preparation  is  highly  recommended  in  a  lai^e  number  of 
cases  where  the  organic  salts  of  Quinia  cannot  be  tolerated  owing 
to  what  is  called  cinchonism.  It  has  been  used  with  marked  results 
in  cases  of  recurring  rheumatism,  ulceration  of  the  fauces,  nervous 
exhaustion,  loss  of  appetite  and  other  diseases  of  the  same  class, 
which  follow  upon  sypnilia 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  one  grain  of  the  salt  Dose, — From 
one  to  four  drama 


Syrup  Bromide  Strychnia. 

Dr.  Richardson  of  London  asserts,  "  I  am  satisfied  fix>m  exper- 
iment that  Bromine  reduces  or  rather  subdues  and  prolongs  the 
action  of  strychnia  on  muscular  motion." 

This  salt  has  rendered  unquestionable  service  in  cases  of  Dys- 

Gpsia,  partial  organic  nervous  paralysia  And  where  there  is  a 
3S  of  appetite  with  congestion  of  the  liver  accompanied  by  gid- 
diness and  irrifabilily  followed  with  diarrhoea,  it  nas  been  i^ed 
with  marked  succesa 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  A  ^^  ^  grain  Bromide  Strychnia. 
Dose, — From  one  to  two  drama 
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Syrap  Bromide  Quinia  and 

This  combiDation  has  been  used  with  remarkable  success  in  four 
classes  of  diseases,  viz :  neuralgic  fevers,  cerebral  irritatiou,  dia- 
betic phthisis  and  extreme  acute  atcackH  ot  intermittent  pulse,  the 
result  of  nervous  shocks.  In  acute  neuralgia  it  will  effectually 
remove  pain  without  inducing  deep  narcotism,  it  rarely  causes 
nausea  and  interferes  but  little  with  the  appetite  In  diabetic 
phthisis,  the  cou^h  is  relieved,  digestion  promoted,  and  the  quanti- 
ty of  sugar  and  fluids  excreted  by  the  urine  decreased. 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  I  grain  Bromide  Quinia,  and  i  of  a 
grain  Bromide  Morphia.     Dose, — From  1  to  2  drams. 

ft 

Synip  Bromide  Quinia,  Morphine  &  Strychnia. 

Used  in  cases  of  nervous  pains  with  want  of  organic  action  in 
the  digestive  orgaas,  neuralgic  fevers,  paralysis^  and  that  class  of 
diseases  occurring  from  nervous  derangement,  when  at  the  same 
time  a  t-  ^nic  and  sedative  are  indicated. 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  1  grain  Bromide  Quinia,  -J-  grain  Bro- 
mide Morphia,  g^  of  a  grain  Bromide  Strychnia.  Dose, — From 
^  to  1  dram. 


Symp  Bromide  Strychnia  and  Morphina 

Bromine  subdues  the  action  of  Strychnia  on  muscular  motion, 
favors  the  sedative  action,  and  allays  the  astringency  of  Morphia. 
This  (iombination  has  been  used  with  good  results  in  cases  of  ner- 
vous pain,  with  want  of  organic  action  in  the  digestive  organs. 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  A  of  a  grain  Bromide  Strychnia,  J  of 
a  grain  Bromide  Morphia.     Dose, — From  one  to  two  drams. 

Symp  Lacto-Phosphate  of  Lime. 

This  article  possesses  all  the  properties  of  Phosphate  of  Lime, 
the  Lactic  acid  acting  as  a  means  of  absorption.  M.  Dusart,  the 
eminent  French  Physiologist  asserts  it  to  be  far  superior  to  the 
Phosphate,  and  to  excel  all  agents  yet  tried  for  stimulating  the 
functions  of  nutrition,  especially  in  infantile  cases  where  these 
functions  are  so  often  deranged. 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  two  grains  Lactophosphate  Lime,  with 
an  excess  ol  Lactic  acid.  Dose, — From  one-half  to  two  drams, 
according  to  age. 

Symp  Wild  Cherry. 
Sjmip  Atirantii  Cortex 
Symp  Protoxide  Iron. 

6  grains  Iron  to  each  dram. — Dose,  1  dram. 


lODO-BROMIDE 
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COMPOUND. 


x2b:x 


lO-fiBDUB  OF  CiUL  CDHFil. 

(For  Internal  Use.) 

Medleally  used  In  Scrofula,  Scrofulous  Abscesses  and  SwellinaSf  and 
all  diseases  of  the  blood  traceable  to  a  Scrofulous  diathesis ;  In  Can- 
cer and  Cancerous  Tumors,  Carles  or  diseased  bone;   Bronchial 
and  Throat  AIV»ctlons,  Pulmonary  Degeneration,  Erysipelas 
Salt  Rheum,  Scald  Head,  and  Cutaneous  afVBctlons;  In  Neu- 
ralgia, Rheumatism,  Piles  and  Deafness,  and  particularly 
elTlclentas  an  antl-blllous  remedy  to  combat  what  Is 
commonly  called  '^Llver  Complaint/* 

PBBPABED  ONIiT  BY 
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Mew  Lebanon,  N,  T,,  and  176  William  Street,  New  York  City. 


Ellxip  lodo-Bromlde  of  CalGinm  Compound. 

Component  Parts. — Bromine,  Iodine,  Chlorine,  Calcium,  Magnesium,  Iron, 
Sodium  and  Potasfiium. 

Medical  Properties  and  Action.— Alterative,  resolvent,  tonic,  anti- 
bilious,  aperient  and  anti-scrofulous. 

This  new  compound,  since  its  introduction  to  the  profession  nearly  three  yean 
since,  has  been  used  in  so  diversified  a  number  of  cases  with  such  uniform  success 
as  to  rank  it  among  the  most  potent  alterative  and  anti-scrofulous  remedies  in  use. 
The  many  cases  in  practice  which  have  been  reported  to  us,  where  it  has  signally 
asserted  its  therapeutical  properties,  justify  us  in  offering  it  to  th^  Medical  Pro- 
fession as  a  remedy  of  superior  potency,  and  one  on  which  they  can  confidently 
rely  to  subdue  especially  that  class  of  chronic  cases  of  a  scrofulous  diathesis 
which  the  ordinary  approved  means  so  often  fail  to  reach,  and  also  in  many  in- 
stances successfuUy  to  combat  thoee  pathological  conditions  on  which  a  very  laiga 
number  of  cutaneous  affections  depends.  Its  action  upon  the  lymphatic  glandular 
system,  causing  the  reduction  or  absorption  of  glandular  and  other  tumors  has 
weU  attested  claims.  We  can  confidently  advise  its  exhibition  in  that  type  of 
diseases  which  becomes  am^iable  only  to  the  alterative  measures.  In  our  own  ex- 
perience it  has  proved  a  very  happy  agent  to  combat,  in  scrofulous  subjects,  PQm^ 
Facial  Neuralgi(it  Oatarrky  OaHei^  Ndorans  and  Ahseenes,  where  its  exhibition  was 
invariably  attended  with  well  marked  tonie  and  aperient  properties.  We  have  no 
hesitation  in  pronouncing  the  combination  of  properties  which  it  possesses  as  pre- 
eminently gratifying.  A  persistent  use  for  months,  though,  wiU  often  be  impera- 
tively required.  The  foUowing  are  among  the  many  testimonials  of  its  therapeu- 
tical efficacy,  which  have  been  forwarded  us. 


(XncinnaM  Lancet  Jk  Observer^  Jtme,  1878. 

A  NEW  ALTERATIVE  COMPOUND. 

BY  J.  E.  BLACK,  M.  D.,  NEWARK,  OHIO. 
The  profession  owes  much  to  the  Messrs.  Tildbn,  of  New  York,  ibr  introducing, 
for  its  convenience,  fluid  extracts  of  the  various  medicinal  plants  in  common  use. 


Their  disi^feetant — Bramo-Ohloralvm — is  the  best  and  most  unobjectionable  oi 
which  I  have  knowledge.  As  a  deodorant,  its  power  is  really  marvelous.  I  have 
at  this  time  a  case  of  cancer  of  tike  wombj  with  an  extremely  offensive  discharge, 
which  the  Bromo-CPiloralvm^  properly  diluted  and  used  as  an  injection,  corrects  In 
a  very  effective  manner.  In  the  case,  also,  of  a  very  old,  bed-ridden  lady,  whose 
urine  was  discharged  involuntarily,  and  which  was  of  a  very  offensive  ammonical 
smell — so  that  it  was  not  possible  to  keep  her  bed  free  from  its  disgusting  odor, 
until  I  directed  the  frequent  use  of  this  deodorant^  and  with  the  most  satisfactory 
results. 

But  it  is  not  this  preparation  to  which  I  wish  to  direct  attention,  but  another  one 
for  internal  use,  which  these  gentlemen  have  ingeniously  prepared .  I  allude  to 
their  ^^lodo- Bromide  of  Calcium  Oompound,V 

But,  at  the  outset,  allow  me  to  say  that  what  I  have  written,  and  wish  to  write, 
is  not  from  any  desire  to  pufi  either  this  house  or  any  of  its  preparations.  To  do  . 
this  I  have  no  sort  of  motive,  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  heartiest  dislike.  But 
when  a  physician  feels  himself  a  debtor  to  any  one,  for  putting  a  convenient  and 
excellent  remedy  into  his  hands,  it  would  oertainly  be  playing  the  part  of  a 
professionally  '*  prurient  prude,"  not  to  feel  himself  free  to  make  candid 
acknowledgment^of  the  &ct 

The  Component  Parts  of  this  preparation  are  stated  to  be  bromine,  iodine, 
chlorine,  calcium,  magnesium,  iron,  sodium,  and  potassium.  It  is  claimed,  by  a 
rival  house,  that  the  union  is  a  chemical  impossibility.  But  I  do  not  know  that  the 
manufacturers  claim  that  all  these  elements  ara  chemically  united,  but  only  in 
solution.  Almost  the  same  union  in  a  weaker  and  differently  proportioned 
solution  is  not  un£reqaently  met  with  in  some  mineral  springs,  as  at  Leamington, 
England,  and  in  the  Spa  of  Belgium.  And  this  leads  me  to  write  what  I  have  often 
thought,  that  as  the  curative  virtues  of  some  mineral  springs  are  imdoubted,  why 
can  not  the  same  ingredients  be  concocted  in  a  concentrated  form  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  physician  in  the  labaratory  of  nature?  It  seems  that  the  Messrs. 
Tilden  have  done  this  in  an  admirable  manner  in  this  Compound  of  theirs — 
perhaps  more  strongly  alterative  than  what  nature  usually  generates.  By  putting 
a  half  a  teaspoonful  of  the  '^Solution"  (not  the  Elixir)  in  half  a  tumbler  of.  water, 
a  draught  is  at  once  prepared,  which  might  deceive  the  hdbituee  of  some  mineral 
springs.  The  taste  is  slightly  sharp  and  acrid,  but  these  impressions  on  the  palate 
are  gone  in  a  moment  after  swallowing.  The  primary  effect,  especially  when  taken 
in  the  morning  before  breakfast,  is  precisely  that  of  some  mineral  waters-^a  quick, 
pleasant^  aperient  effect.  This  I  have  noticed  on  myself  scores  of  times,  and  have 
had  it  reported  to  me  by  almost  every  one  to  whom  I  directed  its  free  administration. 

The  Therapeutical  Properties  of  this  compound  have  proved,  in  my  hands, 
to  be  alterativey  laxative^  resohent^  and,  in  a  minor  degree,  tonic.  In  the  epidemic, 
which  recently  passed  over  the  country,  of  influenza — popularly  known  as  the  epi- 
zootic— one  of  its  most  common  sequelae  in  strumous  subjects  was  an  enlargement 
of  the  cervical  glands.  This  I  found  to  disappear  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner 
under  the  use  of  the  ^^lodo-Bromide  Ocilcium  Oompoundy  In  fact,  it  eeems  to  have, 
as  its  composition  would  indicate,  a  special  effect  on  the  glandular  structures  of  the 
neck.  Chronic  irritation  of  the  pharynx,  and  recent  enlargemcDts  of  the  tonsils,  are 
also  promptly  benefited  by  its  use 

In  Some  Cutaneous  l>iseases  it  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  of  our  prepara~ 
tions.  A  young  lady,  very  fair  to  look  upon,  was  exceedingly  annoyed  by  a  mild 
yet  obstinate  spot  of  herpes  on  her  face.     Mercurial  ointments,  oil  of  cade,  and 


other  remedies  of  a  like  class,  had  failed  to  remove  it.  The  "Solution"  applied  pure 
to  the  part  affected,  proved  effeciual,  after  only  two  or  three  applicatioiis. 

In  Prurigro,  its  beneficial  action  is  no  less  apparent.  This  afiPection,  as  all  know,  is 
often  very  obstinate,  and  a  not  uncommon  effect  of  eating  freely  of  Polygala  Fagop^Tom 
cak^,  swimming  in  Darwin^s  nectar.  It  is  an  annoying,  disagreeable,  and  troublesome 
aflliction.  It  is  often  as  obstinate  as  lichen,  which  is  so  obstinate  as  to  have  received  the 
name  of  seven-year  itch — a  disease  which  a  fat  old  gentleman  once  assured  me  he  had 
had  seven  years  to  a  day. 

For  the  Removal  of  Prurigo,  twenty  drops  of  the  "Solution"  well  diluted  and 
conthiued  for  two  or  three  weeks,  will  cure  in  almost  ev^ry  case.  Such  at  least  has  been 
my  experience.  Excepting  for  children  and  adults  of  very  fastidious  taste,  I  prefer  the 
"Solution"  to  the  ^'Elixu:."  It  is  more  active,  and  when  properly  diluted,  more  readily 
absorbed  than  the  *  ^Elixir."  Considering  that  when  it  is  deemed  desutible  to  adminlsto- 
an  alterative  other  than  the  mercurials,  we  are  ahnost  Ihnited  to  the  Iodide  of  Potassium, 
this  preparation  should  be  welcomed  as  a  valuable  addition  to  the  list.  It  ae&rn^  to  be 
free  from  some  of  the  objections  appertaining  to  the  Iodide ;  such  as  the  occasional  pro- 
duction of  severe  irritation  of  the  Schneiderian  membrane,  frequent  irritation  of  the  stom- 
ach, and  more  or  less  of  a  general  debilitating  effect.  It  is  a  common  expression  of 
those  who  have  taken  the  compound  under  consideration,  and  for  appropriate  disorders, 
that  they  feel  better  and  more  bvoyanty  without  having  experienced  in  the  least  any  un- 
pleasant effect,  and  this  is  more  than  can  be  said  of  the  great  majority  of  our  remedies 


Use  of  lodo-Bromfde  Calcium  Compound,  in  Catarrh. 

In  a  very  able  and  instructive  essay  recently  published  by  Walter  M. 
Fleming,  M.  D.,  on  Catarrh,  and  its  relation  to  throat  and  lung  diseases,  the  lodo- 
Bromide  of  Calcium  Comp.,  receives  a  most  prominent  position  among  the  remedies 
to  be  applied  for  its  relief.  Quite  recently,  Dr.  Fleming  writes ;  ^  There  has  been 
place  before  the  public  a  chemical  preparation  issued  by  Tilden  &  Co.,  Chemists, 
New  Lebanon.  N.  Y.,  that  has  proved  itself  of  great  valae  in  this  disease;  the  crude 
preparation  is  the  Solution  lodo-Bromide  Calcium  Compound,  the  component  parts 
of  which  are  Iodine,  Bromine,  Chlorine,  Calcium,  Magnesium,  Ferrum,  Potassium 
and  Sodium. 

This  compound  possesses  the  desirable  qualities  of  alterative,  disinfectant,  stimu- 
lant, tonic,  and  resolvent,  all  of  which  are  eminently  qualified  to  prove  serviceable, 
in  the  very  dieease  in  question. 

In  its  crude  state,  this  preparation  is  irritant,  and  almost  a  caustic,  consequently 
it  requires  large  dilution  before  applying  to  the  delicate  membranes  of  the  nose,  but 
when  properly  prepared,  as  is  best  indicated  by  the  case  for  which  it  is  required,  it 
has  already  proved  itself  to  be  a  most  valuable  addition  to  the  list  o1  reliable  reme- 
dies. There  is  also  an  Elixir  of  the  lodo-Bromide  of  Calcium  Comp.,  prepared  by 
the  some  firm,  expressly  for  internal  U6«,  consisting  of  the  same  component  ptrti, 
and  identical  medical  qualities. 

This  preparation  possesses  all  the  desired  advantages  requsite,  as  a  prompt  and 
efficient  alterative,  tonic,  and  anti  scroftilous  remedy,  partiularly  indicated  in  ulcer 
a  ted  and  diseased  membranes,  caries  of  bones  etc.,  (as  may  be  n  adily  conceived  by 
reference  to  its  component  parti).  This  agent  is  found  to  be  eminently  qualified  to 
benefit  this  type  of  disease,  and  is  doubtless  one  of  the  most  reliable  internal  aid  con- 
stitutional remedies. 

These  two  preparations  above,  both  for  local  and  internal  use,  can  hardly  be  suipes«- 
ed,  for  the  successful  treatment  of  Catarrh." 


In  Scrofttious  Abscesses,  Caries,  Tumors,  Neiiralgria,  &c» 

Was  called  August  10,  1869,  to  P.  V.,  cet.  12,  Irish,  of  a  scrofulous  diathesis. 
He  had  been  under  medical  treatment  for  several  months  without  appreciable  re- 
lief. At  the  request  of  the  attending  physician  I  was  summoned  to  take  charge 
of  the  case.  I  learned  that  the  boy  was  first  attacked  with  pain  and  swelling  in 
the  hip,  simulating  acute  rheumatism,  which  subsequently  terminated  in  a  large 
abscess,  which  required  opening.  Suffering  intense,  necessitating  the  constant 
employment  of  mprphine  in  large  doses  for  several  weeks,  the  pain  continued  in 
violence,  until  abscess  after  abscess  appeared,  one  on  hip,  one  in"  groin,  two  on 
leg  below  the  knee  and  one  above — ^in  all  five.  The  draught  upon  the  vitality  of 
the  system  was  so  profuse  and  debilitating,  that  in  a  very  sh^rt  time  the  patient 
had  not  strength  snfScient  to  enable  him  to  rise  from  the  bed.  The  appetite  be- 
came poor,  the  secretions  scanty,  which  together  with  the  insomnia  and  general 
cachexia,  apparently  foreshadowed  speedy  dissolution.  My  treatment  was  confin- 
ed to  alteratives,  such  as  Iodine,  Iodoform,  Iodide  of  Potassium,  Carbolic  Acid, 
(as  a  topic  and  internally)  Arsenical  preparations  and  the  Phosphates — ^to  tonics 
such  as  Elixir  of  Iron,  Quinia  and  Strychnia,  Chemical  Food  and  Ferrated  Wine 
of  Wild  Cherry,  and  of  this  class  of  remedies,  the  **Ferrated  Wine  of  Wild  Cher- 
ry," manufactured  by  Tilden  &  Co.,  was  the  only  agent  which  appeared  to  affect 
the  system.  This  restored  the  appetite  and  thus  far  measurably  benefitted  my 
patient — though  further  than  that  the  disease  remained  unchecked  and  my  treat- 
ment a>bortive.  The  suppuration  continued  profuse  and  portions  of  dead  bone 
were  from  day  to  day  extracted.  Several  physicians  of  large  experience  saw  the 
patient  with  me,  though  they  suggested  no  alteration  of  the  plan  of  treatment. 

At  this  stage  of  the  disease,  I  read  in  the  Journal  of  Materia  Medica  a  notice  of 
a  new  remedy,  the  **  Elixir  of  lodo-Bromide  of  Calcium  Comp."  highly  commend- 
ed for  its  alterative  properties  and  especially  its  power  in  combating  scrofulous 
cachexia,  &c.  I  wrote  to  Messrs.  Tildkn  &  Co.,  for  and  received  a  bottle  by  ex- 
press. I  directed  my  patient  to  take  one  teaspoonfiil  three  times  a  day — the  med- 
icine being  rather  agreeable  he  expressed  a  preference  for  it,  rather  than  the  reme- 
dies he  had  been  using.  Upon  visiting  the  boy  after  a  few  days,  I  was  surprised 
at  the  marked  improvement  observed  in  the  appetite  and  general  indications  of 
the  case.  I  advised  him  to  continue  its  use,  gradually  increasing  the  dose.  In  one 
week's  time  the  mother  calling  at  my  office  remarked,  "  my  boy  is  better."  During 
the  day  I  saw  the  boy,  and  found  the  discharge  was  less  profuse  and  had  a  more 
healthy  appearance.  Improvement  continued  unint&rrupted ;  no  more  dead  hone 
was  observed  after  patient  had  leer^  finally  placed  under  the  influence  of  this  new 
medicine.  In  one  month's  time  the  boy  was  able  to  walk  a  half-mile  from  home. 
He  is  now  nearly  well.  Since  patient  commenced  taking '*  The  Elixir  of  lodo- 
Bromide  of  Calcium  Compound,"  I  have  given  him  no  other  medicines  only  as  was 
necessary  to  correct  the  disturbed  condition  of  the  secretions ;  consequently  the 
combatment  of  the  disease  must  be  attributable  to  the  influence  of  the  **  lodo- 
Bromide." 

I  have  since  used  this  new  agent  in  a  large  number  of  cutaneous  diseases  and  am 
highly  gratified  with  its  effect.  I  consider  it  a  valuable  acquisition  to  our  therapeu- 
tical agents  and  could  not  think  of  being  without  it.  L.  ROGERS,  M.  D. 


Scrofulous  Abscesses,  Tmpoverislied  Blood,  Rheumatism  Lilver 

Complaint. 

J.  B.  Nobel,  M.  D.,  Boonkville,  N.  Y. — I  am  using  jour  Elixir  lodo-Bromide  of 
Calcium  Comp.,  with  marked  success,  in  a  cas*.'  of  enlarged  knee  joint,  and  scroMous 


abscess  of  the  left  band,  also,  in  anotber  case  of  iiBpoverisbed  blood,  witb  rheumatism 
and  liver  complaint.  I  have  used  it  successfully,  also,  in  two  cases  of  erysipelas 
acute  witb  dipbiberia.  I  was  sent  for  to  attend  a  patient,  suffering  with  a  l^rge  scrofu- 
lous a>iscefl6  thoracic  and  of  the  right  hand.  A  skillful  physician  had  treated  the 
case  for  four  months,  but  with  very  little  benefit  as  all  pioper  remedies  had  been  given 
the  patient.  I  at  once  gave  your  **Elixir  lodo,"  and  applied  the  solution  externally 
for  some  days.  The  case  if  so  far  doin^'  well,  and  lam  confident  of  a  full  care 
in  a  short  time.  ,  I  think  it  a  better  alterative  than  all  others. 


In  Scrofulous  Swelliugs  and  Ulceration.— W.  B.  Akslby,  M.  D.,  Apollo, 
Pa.,  writes: — **In  regard  to  the  lodo-Bromide  of  Calcium,  Compound,  I  will  say,  it 
seems  to  be  all  that  we  could  desire.  I  will  only  give  the  outlines  of  one  case  out  of 
several  of  a  similar  kind  that  I  have  treated  with  this  remedy. 

Hobert  J ,  aged  26, — ^English, — came  to  me  for  treatment.  Sept  16,  with  scrof- 
ulous swelling  and  ulceration  of  the  cervical,  lymphatic  glands,  of  18  months^  stand- 
ing. Two  of  these  glands  were  discharging  freely  characteristic  scrofulouB  pus,  and 
some  four  others  were  much  swollen,  two  of  them  seemingly  just  ready  to  break 
down,  which  they  afterwards  did.  His  history  showed  the  disease  to  be  hereditary. 
His  general  health  w&s  completely  broken  down,  so  that  he  could  not  follow  his 
usual  occupation,  that  of  a  sheet  roller.     He  was  placed  on  the  following  medicine : 

3.    Elix.  lodo-Brom.  CaLComp.,  (Tilden's.) 

Fluid  Ext.  Sarsap., — aa., 5  iiL 

6ig. — Dessert  spoonful  8  times  daily. 

To  the  glands  he  applied  ointment  of  Iodide  of  Cadmium.  He  was  also  directed 
to  take  as  much  out-door  exercise  as  possible,  and  live  on  a  nutritious  diet,  avoiding 
alcoholic  stimulants.  The  first  ten  days  he  did  not  show  any  signs  of  improvement, 
bus  from  that  time  on  he  has  improved  steadily,  continuing  the  use  of  the  medicine, 
as  originally  prescribed,  with  but  few  intermissions.  He  may  now  be  considered 
cured, — the  ulceration  having  healed  and  the  enlargement  entirely  gone.  He  has 
resumed  work,  but  will  continue  using  the  medicine  as  a  precautionary  measure. 
In  closing  I  may  add  that  he  had  been  treated  during  the  entire  18  mouthy  be  tore 
coming  to  me  by  some  able  physicians." 


In  a  Case  ot  Scrofulous  Abscess.— Dr.  M.  F.  Harvey,  (Ontario,  Canada) 
writes.  *'The  Elixir  lodo-Bromide  Calcium  Compound  is  a  magnificent  remedy.  I 
am  using  it  with  marked  success  in  a  case  of  Scrofulous  Abscess  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  femur. 

I  think  more  of  this  remedy  than  all  the  many  alteratives  I  have  noticed  in  med- 
ical journals  for  the  last  two  years." 


In  Old  Affections  of  Joints  and  Bones.— 

Gentlemen, — ^I  take  pleasure  in  being  able  to  report  the  following  case,  showing 
the  great  value  of  the  lodo-Bromide  of  Calcium  Compound,  in  old  aifections  of  the 
joints  and  bones.  I  was  called  some  two  yean  and  a  half  since  to  attend  a 
returned  soldier,  thirty  years  of  age,  his  left  leg  was  enormously  swollen  and  pain 
ful,  especially  about  the  ankle.  He  was  greatly  emaciated  and  anmmic,  had 
sympathetic  or  hectic  fever.  He  was  very  low  indeed  and  not  expected  to  Uve  by 
any  one  who  saw  him.  He  had  been  under  the  care  of  many  physicians,  tiie  limb 
had  been  injured  on  board  a  transport  ship  by  the  fidl  upon  it  of  a  heavy  boz--I 
examined  the  ankle  carelully  and  concluded  to  pass  an  exploring  needle,  and  at 


once  detected  pus  in  Beveral  localities.  InclBions  were  then  made  and  free  exit 
afforded  to  the  retained  ill-conditioned  fluids ;  upon  searching  with  a  probe  the 
tibia  w(^  found  roughened  and  diseased  in  several  sites — ^tonics  and  restoratiyes 
were  given  of  Bark,  Iron,  Arsenic,  &c.  The  success  was  not  satisfactory — ^The 
patient  gradually  failed,  his  appetite  gave  way,  diarrhoM  set  in,  a  cachectic  state 
ruled  the  case,  the  man  was  utterly  exhausted  and  there  seemed  to  be  no  chance 
of  his  recovery.  At  this  time  I  was  induced  to  make  a  trial  of  the  Elixir  lodo- 
Bromide  of  Calcium  Comp.,  a  teaspoonful  was  given  properly  diluted  three  times 
a  day.  The  Solution  was  also  locally  applied  diluted  with  alcohol  and  water,  four 
parts.  The  result  was  very  gratifying,  my  patient  at  once  began  to  rally  under  the 
tonic  and  alterative  influences  of  the  remedy — His  appetite  returned,  also  his  color 
and  flesh,  the  discharges  lessened,  the  swelling  abated  and  the  pain  and  condition 
of  the  joint  and  bones  improved — soon  dead  pieces  of  bone  ceased  to  come  away, 
and  in  two  months  he  rode  ten  miles  to  see  me ;  from  that  time  he  made  a  rapid 
recovery. 

He  is  now  a  stout,  fleshy,  strong  man,  and  owes  his  life  to  the  use  of  the  lodo- 
Bromide  of  Calcium  Compound.  The  joint  is  still  somewhat  impaired  as  to  its 
free  action,  but  the  man  walks  very  well  and  attends  to  the  labors  of  the  farm,  and 
requires  no  further  professional  attention. 

I  have  only  to  say  that  I  have  great  confldence  in  this  remedy  and  shall  continue 

.to  recommend  it  and  use  it  in  ill-conditioned  aflections  of  the  bones  and  joints 

whether  the  results  of  accidents  alone,  or  as  connected  with  scrofulous  or  other 

cachectic  states  ol  the  system.     THEO.  H.  JEWETT,  M.  D.,  South  Berwick,  Me. 


Psoriasis  and  Scroftila.— Dr.  Hebbbt,  Brooklyn.  I  have  used  your  Elixir 
lodo- Bromide  Calcium  Comp.,  in  quite  a  number  of  cases  of  Psoriasis  and  Scrofula 
with  marked  success,  and  1  am  recommending  it  to  my  medical  acquaintances. 

Scrofkilous  Induration  of  the  Nose.— By  X.  T.  Bates,  New  Lebanon, 
N.  Y. — Was  called  in  February,  1872,  to  visit  Mrs.  R.,  found  her  suffering  from  a 
troublesome  tumor  in  the  right  naris,  of  some  twelve  months  standing,  so  large  as 
to  disfigure  the  face,  accompanied  with  intolerable  burning  and  itching  sensations, 
it  had  obstinately  resisted  every  method  of  medication  to  which  she  had  be^ 
subjected,  which  I  learned  comprised  both  discatient  topics  and  alteratives,  and 
antl-scrotulous  remedies.  I  suggested  the  use  of  several  lotions  and  internal  medi- 
cines, no  one  of  which  she  appeared  inclined  to  favor,  remarking  *^It  is  almost 
needless  for  me  to  use  that  which  has  already  been  proven  worthless  in  my  case  by 
fiBiithfol  trial ;  give  me.  a  new  prescription.'^ 

I  then  advised: 

9     Elixir  lodo-Bromide  Calcium  Comp.,     -    -    -    Oj. 

Take  a  teaspoonftd  one  hour  before  each  meal,  after  one  week,  increase  the  dose 
to  two  teaspoonfuls. 

This  was  sufficient  to  effect  a  cure,  which  I  will  pronotmee  a  permanent  one,  in- 
asmuch as  there  has  been  no  return  of  her  difficulty  since  its  disappearance,  near- 
ly a  year*8ince. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  the  Blizir  lodo-Bromide  of  Calcium  Comp., 
the  most  efficient  and  satisfactory  anti-scrofulous  preparation  I  have  ever  used,  but 
the  sphere  of  its  usefiilness  is  by  no  means  cenfined  to  scrofUa.  Aside  from  this 
qMdal  usefulness  it  has  an  application  as  devendfled  as  the  term  alterative  can 
■lake  it. 


In  Chronic  Affections,  Incipient  liUngr  I>i8ea43e8»  and  Cancer  of  tbe 
Stomach.— I  have  used  the  Elixir  lodo-Bromide  of  Calcium  Oomponnd,  with  very 
KJarked  success  in  many  cases,  and  regard  it  as  one  of  the  best  tonics  and  alteratives, 
ii.  all  scrofulous  diseases,  I  have  ever  met  with. 

I  have  used  it  with  much  benefit  in  cancer  of  the  stomach,  and  other  local 
diseases  of  a  kindred  nature  with  excellent  results.  I  have  also  used  it  in  many 
cases  of  incipient  lung  disease  with  marked  success.  In  cases  of  chronic  ulcers,  I 
employ  it  internally,  using  the  Bromo-Chloralum  externally,  applying  it  two  or 
three  times  a  day  to  the  ulcerated  surfaces,  and  uniformly  with  the  best  results; 
the  improvement  in  all  the  cases  has  been  rapid,  and  at  this  time  bids  fiiir  to  be 
permanent. 

I  regard  it  as  a  valuable  remedy,  one  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  medical 
profession.  I  think  I  was  ihe  first  to  use  it  in  this  part  of  the  State,  and  have 
done  sp  quite  extensively,  and  feel  sure,  if  judiciously  prescribed  in  cases  adapts 
to  its  use,  it  will  seldom  fail  to  accomplish  all  that  is  claimed  for  it. 

A.  J.  FULLER,  M.  D.,    Bath,  Mb. 


Chronic  Articular  Rheumatism.— Dr.  W.  J.  Gilbert,  Fremont,  N.  C. 
Tour  Elixir  lodo-Bromide  Calcium  has  worked  wonder?  in  the  relief  of  Mrs.  C, 
who  for  the  last  four  years  has  suffered  from  Chronic  Articular  Rheumatism  of  every 
joint  in  the  body,  rendering  her  perfectly  helpless.  To  day  with  Solution  of  lodo* 
as  a  wash,  and  the  Elixir  internally,  the  hinges  of  the  lower  jaw  have  been  un- 
locked, the  elbow  to  flex,  the  joints  of  the  lower  extremeties  unshackled,  wtdeh 
heretofore  had  resisted  every  medicine  taken.  I  look  upon  the  Elixir  lodo  and 
Bromo-Chloralum  as  invaluable  medicinal  agents  in  the  hands  of  the  Profession. 


Piles  and  Scroltila. — Dr.  Allen,  PeDa,  Iowa,  I  have  used  your  Elixir  lodo- 
bromide  Calcium  with  great  success  in  the  cure  of  Piles  and  Scrofula. 


In  Chronic  Irritable  Ulcers.— Dr.  S.  H.  Potteb,  of  Hamilton,  Ohio, 
says:  Allow  me  to  express  my  sincere  gratitude  for  your  ofiier  to  send  me  a 
quantity  of  the  Elixir  lodo-Bromide  of  Calcium  Compound.  It  has  proven  itself 
in  every  case  a  very  valuable  and  potent  remedy.  I  have  been  using  it  on  a  Chronic 
Irritable  Ulcer  on  my  own  person  arising  from  a  severe  contusion  five  years  since. 

Singular  as  it  seems  nothing  else  promotes  healthy  granulations,  nothing  else  can 
be  tolerated,  and  yet  this  acts  like  a  charm. 

Both  internally  and  externally  I  have  found  it  more  efficacious  than  any  other 
medicine  that  an  experience  of  forty  years  of  devoted  practice  enables  me  to  select 


Baltdcorb,  Md.,  Aug.  Ist.,  1872. 
In  Bilious  Disorder. — Gentlemen, — It  affords  me  pleasure  to  say  that  I  have 
derived  the  most  beneficial  effects  from  the  use  of  the  Elixir  of  lodo-Bromide  Cal- 
cium Compound.  I  had  been  sufEering  with  biliary  disorder  for  a  long  time,  and 
recently  was  salivated  to  such  an  excessive  degree  as  to  produce  general  d»aiige> 
ment  and  great  physical  prostration. 

The  taking  of  but  two  ounces  of  the  above  mixture  has  produced  a  n<»mal  ac- 
tion of  the  liter  and  restored  me  to  a  healthy  condition. 

Yours  with  respect,        A.  D.  GREENTREB,   878  Franklin  St. 


In  Cerebro-Spinal  Mening^itis*— I  take  pleasure  in  reporting  two  cases  of 
cerebro-gpinal  meningitis,  occurring  in  my  practice,  in  which  I  found  your  new  pre- 
paration; the  Elixir  of  lodo-Bromide  Calcium  Comp.,  of  great  service.  . 

The  first  was  that  of  a  boy.  aged  9  years,  who  was  first  taken  with  severe 
lancinating  pains  in  the  Cranium — extending  down  the  back  and  to  the  limbs — 
followed  by  delirium — attended  with  the  usual  symptoms — pupils  of  eye  alternately 
dilating  and  contracting — restlessntss — pulse  about  120 — articulation  very  diflftcult. 
I  gave  him  Quinine  and  Dover's  Powder  freely,  alternated  with  the  lodo-Bromide 
and  followed  up  this  treatment  for  several  days — using  Leptandrin  occasionally  to 
regulate  the  bowels,  when  the  worst  symptoms  were  greatly  relieved.  He  could 
not  however  use  his  limbs — I  persevered  in  the  use  of  the  Elixir  for  several  weeks 
and  finally  had  the  satisfaction  of  witnessing  my  patient's  restoration  to  health. 

In  the  other  case  which  was  of  the  same  general  character,  I  administered  the 
Elixir  more  freely  in  the  first  instance,  usmg  less  of  the  Quinine  and  Dover's 
PoWder.  All  the  symptoms  subsided  within  three  or  four  days.  I  am  inclined  to 
the  opinion  that  the  lodo-Bromide  of  Calcium  Comp. ,  in  conjunction  with  Quinine 
and  Dover's  Powder  will  cure  all  such  cases,  and  I  take  great  pleasure  in  bringing 
those  above  cited  to  the  notice  of  the  profession  through  the  columns  of  your 
valuable  Journal.        Very  Truly  Yours,        E.  TBPPT,  M.  D.,  Topbka,  Kansas. 


Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis.— By  L.  Gilb,  M.  D.,  r  anaan  4  Comers,  N.  Y. 
Having  recently  had  my  attention  called  to  the  Elix.  lodo-Bromide  of  Oalcium  Comp., 
particularly  for  its  alterative  and  anti-scrofulous  properties,  I  advised  its  use  in 
several  subjects  suffering  from  Psoriasis,  which  came  under  my  treatment  dur- 
ing the  past  winter.  Its  medicinal  virtues  were  so  manifest  as  to  substantiate  all 
that  is  claimtd  for  it  regarding  its  efficacy  in  cutaneous  affections,  and  having  more 
recently  noticed  in  a  pamphlet  issued  by  the  manufacturers,  a  letter  from 'Dr.  Tefft, 
concerning  its  remarkable  adaptation  to  ^ *Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis,"  I  was  readily 
led  to  make  a  thorough  trial  of  it  in  several  cases  of  the  latter  affection.  Its  use 
was  attended  with  such  gratifying  results  that  I  am  constrained  to  regard  it  of  suf- 
ficient importance  to  give  in  brief  my  experience,  believing  when  properly  used,  it 
will  prove  an  invaluable  adjuvant  in  the  control  of  this  dreaded  and  painful  malady 

Case  1. — J.  M.,  male,  aged  14.  Suddenly  stricken  down,  vomiting' and  diar- 
rhoea, lancinating  pains  in  head  and  spine, .  tenderness,  intolerance  ot  light  and 
sound,  well  marked  tonic  contraction  of  the  muscles  of  the  neck,  pupils  somewhat 
dilated,  tongue  dry  and  dark,  pul^e  120,  and  insomnia.  Such  was  his  condition 
when  I  first  saw  him.  I  at  once  put  him  upon  the  use  of  Quinine,  Gelseminum  and 
Veratrum  combined,  sinapism  to  spine.  The  follcwing  day  there  being  no  per- 
ceptible change,  I  prescribed : 

Q     Elixir  lodo-Bromide  Calcium  Comp.,     -    -     |iv. 
Take  one  teaspoonful  every  four  hours 

3     Chloroform, 

Sweet  Oil, aa|iii 

Apply  freely  to  entire  spine  on  a  piece  of  woolen  cloth,  and  repeat  as  frequently 
as  patient  can  comfortably  bear. 

Improvement  was  manifest  within  twenty-four  hours,  tongue  moist,  pain  less,  and 
more  rest,  convalescence  uninterrupted. 


Case  2. — ^L.M.,  aged  9,  sister  of  J.  M.,  train  of  symptoms  almost  identical, 
treatment  the  same  with  the  exception  that  the  lodo  was  administered  upon  my 
first  visit  to  patient,  and  the  chlorofom  liniment  freely  applied.  Result— symptoms 
markedly  less  severe,  and  recovery  was  rapid. 

Case  3. — ^Mrs.  D.,  aged  60,  was  similarly  attacked,  though  symptoms  from  the 
first  more  alarming — Semi-consciousness  and  hippocratic  countenance.  The  gen- 
eral indications  appeared  to  forshadow  dissolution.  Treatment  the  same.  Result, 
improvement  perceptible  within  48  hours,  though  the  recovery  was  somewhat  less 
rapid  than  in  preceding  cases.  In  each  of  the  above  cases  I  continued  the  use  of 
QuJnia  in  large  doses,  and  Yeratrum  and  Gelseminum  combined,  as  pulse  seemed  to 
demand. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  the  Elixir  lodo-Bromide  Calcium  Oomp.,  an 
invaluable  adjuvant  in  the  treatment  of  Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis,  and  am  confi- 
dent that  this  statement  will  be  corroborated  by  the  experience  of  all  physicians 
who  may  use  it  under  similar  circumstances. 


Deafness  Caused  by  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis.— Dr.  J.  A.  Ingles, 
Monroe,  111.  I  used  the  Elixir  lodo-Bromide  of  Calcium  in  a  case  oi  deafiiess, 
caus&d  by  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  with  excellent  success.  The  case  is  improv- 
ing rapidly,  patient  is  about  ten  years  old,  gave  half  a  teaspoonful  in  water  three 
times  a  day. 


In  Bheumatism  and  Piles.— Communicated  by  X.  T.  Batbb,  M.  D. 

Was  called  January  6,  1872,  to  attend  M.  C,  aged  60  years,  of  a  scrofulo-rheu- 
matic  diathesis.  He  had  been  under  treatment  for  rheumatism  for  nearly  two  years, 
by  several  physicians  of  eminence,  who  agreed  as  to  the  basic  disease,  but  differed 
materially  as  to  the  complication.  One  diagnosed  a  cancer  of  the  stomach,  another 
scirrhous  affection  of  the  liver,  another  suspected  malignant  disease  of  the  rectum, 
all  overlooking  the  real  dominant  morbid  action.  During  this  time  he  had  been 
confined  to  the  bed,  and  gradually  on  the  decline,  until  he  finally  lapsed  into  a  con- 
dition in  which  he  was  barely  able,  unaided,  to  raise  himself  in  bed.  Appetite  poor, 
countenance  cachectic,  occasional  vomiting,  foul  breath,  foetid  odor  in  ro(»n,  bowels 
confined,  renal  secretions  scanty,,  much  rheumatic  heat  in  the  bowels,  and  a  distress- 
ing cough,  which  particularly  set  in  at  night,  sometimes  quite  banishing  sleep,  while 
the  mental  depression  quite  equtled  the  physical  prostration.  Eto  was  also  soiEBring 
from  the  bloody  piles,  and  at  the  time  of  my  first  seeing  him  he  remarked  to  me  that  he 
thought  the  piles  were  the  one  pre-eminent  cause  of  his  prostration.;  The  odor  of  the 
room  was  very  offensive  and  sickening,  and  to  its  malarial  and  nauseative  inflnenoe 
I  could  but  attribute  one  cause  at  least  of  his  physical  exhaustion  and  cachexia.  Here 
the  Bromo-Chloraliui  was  called  into  requisition,  and  proved  itself  ognally  efiicient 
in  completely  removing  the  odor  and  purifying  the  sir.  Hope  entirely  had  deserted 
him  of  getting  relief  from  the  rheumatic  fisrer,  pain  and  stifhess  of  joiiitB,  and  he 
solicited  only  a  cure  for  the  piles,  and  the  cough.  Such  then  was  the  patient's  con- 
dition when  he  came  under  my  treatment,  and  I  must  confess,  that  in  oonddentioia 
of  the  chronic  character  of  his  complaints,  and  ability  of  his  medical  advisen,  tliat  I 
had  little  hope  of  benefitting  him.  But  havingread  in  the  '^Journal  of  Materia  Medi- 
ca'*  the  gratifying  experiences  of  the  Profession  with  the  Blixir  lodo-Bromide  of  Calci- 
um Compound,  m  both  rheumatic  and  scrofulous  affections,  and  having  myself  used 
this  ^'Compound**  with  marked  success  in  many  conditions  when  I  thought  only  an 
oJtMvittetf  was  required,  I  thought  here  also  to  try  its  power.  I  consequently  pras- 
cribed: 


ij.    Elixir  lodo-Bronu CaL  Oomp., §  viii. 

Take  one  teaspoonf ul  8  tunes  a  day  for  8  or  4  days,  after  which  duplicate  the  dose ; 
and  for  hia  distressing  cough  I  prescribed : 

B.    Syrup  Tolu,  Syrup  Wild  Cherry, aaJiL 

Take  one  teaspoonful  "  pre  re  nata."  In  one  week's  time  the  cough  was  better, 
but  in  other  respects  his  condition  was  unchanged.  Nevertheless  I  continued  the 
aboye  treatmeivt,  and  in  about  a  month  thereafter  my  patient  began  to  experience 
considerable  relief  from  the  piles,  and  the  system  generally  to  recuperate.  He  has 
continued  to  improve,  and  now  both  the  cough  and  the  piies  have  succumbed,  the 
rheumatic  fever  is  less  severe,  the  cachexia  passing  off;  and  his  general  strength  great- 
ly improved. 

Even  though  the  "  lodo^  may  not  be  successful  in  dislodging  and  eradicating  the 
rheumatism,  in  that  it  has  but  r^fitored  strength,  and  cured  the  piles,  it  has  prov- 
ed itself  a  powerful  and  useful  i^medy,  and  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the  "  Materia 
Medica.'*  I  have  found  the  Elixir  lodo-Bromide  Calcium  Compound  by  &r  the 
most  wtd^actory  alt&ratioe  I  ever  used. 


Rheumatic  Gout.— Letter  from  Dr.  B.  C.  PowelL— It  gives  me  pleasure  to 
state  that  after  a  fair  trial  of  your  ne^  preparations  ''Biomo-Ohloralum" — andlodo- 
Bromide  of  Calcium  Compound'' — Elixir  and  Solution,  I  have  found  them  fully  de- 
serving all  the  encomium  that  has  been  so  fiilly  accorded  to  them.  I  have  not  the 
time  at  present,  but  will  reserve  for  another  occasion  minute  reports,  of  special  cases 
—but  desise  simply  to  mention  one  instance  of  the  successful  use  of  the  latter,  in  the 
treatment  of  Rheumatic  Gk>ut.  An  elderly  German  gentleman  of  this  city,  sought 
my  advice  while  suffering  from  a  severe  attack  of  this  painfiil  and  troublesome  com- 
plaint. His  feet,  hands  and  «rms,  were  very  much  swollen  and  pufl^,  —he  was  totally 
unable  to  use  them.  I  prescribed  the  Elixir  intemaMy,  at  the  same  time  directed 
the  Solution  properly  diluted,  to  be  used  as  a  topical  application.  The  symptoms 
gradually  abated,  and  before  the  expiration  of  two  monUis,  he  was  restored  to  his 
usual  good  heatth.  Its  affect  in  this  case  has  fully  satisfied  me  of  its  claim  to  be 
classed 'among  the  most  efficient  anti-rheumatic  remedies. 


Measles.— S.  R.  Nisslt,  Pemberton,  Ohio,  May  19th,  '78.  I  have  used  the  lodo 
in  all  my  measle  cases,  and  more  especially  at  that  stage  of  the  disease,  when  there 
were  evidences  of  general  Anasarca,  or  in  other  words  a  bloated  condition  of  the 
countenance  with  a  painful  swellingof  the  glands  of  the  throat  and  neck.  I  can 
not  speak 'too  highly  of  the  diuretic  properties  of  the  Compound.  I  prefer  it  to  any 
of  the  ordinary  diuretics  so  generally  prescribed  in  our  days. 

It  will  recommend  itself,  and  I  think  I  can  prescribe  it  every  day  for  my  patients 
with  the  hope  of  good  and  favorable  results,  Accept  my  thanks  for  your  favor,  with 
the  aasoiance  that  I  am  detennined  to  test  the  Compound  to  its  fullest  CKtent. 


DuNKiBK,  N.  Y.,  Dec  29th,  1872. 
Bxiraet  from  EietCer  of  Dr.  P. 'A.  MoUliii;*— <*  I  have  used  lately  one-half 
down  bottles  of  your  most  excellent  Elixir  lodo-Bromdie  of  Calcium  Comp.  in 
chronic  sore  legs,  and  must  confess,  with  an  almost  unequalled  success  in  every 
I  could  send  to  you  several  pleasing  testimonials." 


Office  of  Japanese  Embasst,  Washington,  D.  C.  June  26,  1872. 
Ltetter  from  the  Surg^eon  of  the  Japanese  Embassy.— Dear  $ir— I  hAYe 

much  pleasure  in  stating  that  I  have  made  a  careful  trial  of  the  preparation  which 
jou  forwarded  to  me  known  as  the  Elixir  of  lodo-Bromide  of  Calcium  Comp.  I 
have  found  it  singularly  efficacious  in  the  treatment  of  secondary  Syphilis,  a  nam- 
ber  of  severe  cases  having  been  lately  under  my  personal  observation. 

One  case  in  particular  attracted  my  attention  not  only  from  the  length  of  time 
the  patient  had  been  suffering  from  the  symptoms  which  were  very  severe,  bat  also 
from  the  fact  that  a  long  course  of  the  treatment  usually  adopted  •in  such  cases 
had  utterly  failed  to  make  ah  impression  upon  the  symptoms  or  to  avert  the  pro- 
gress of  this  formidable  disease. 

Two  months  ago  I  commenced  using  the  Elixir  lodo-Bromide  in  this  case.  The 
patient,  who  is  a  young  man  of  twenty-eight,  then  presented  the  following  appear- 
ance.— A  large  number  of  obstinate  copper  colored  eruptions  were  visible  on  the 
skin,  over  the  face,  arms,  chest  and  limbs,  and  his  muscular  system  was  much 
emaciated,  being  also  troubled  with  an  obstinate  cough  and  the  expectoration  of 
blood.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  throat  and  tongue  was  covered  with  greyish 
ulcerations  which  had  the  effect  of  rendering  the  voice  husky  and  indistinct;  be- 
sides this  the  patient  complained  of  loss  of  appetite  and  inability  to  sleep  from 
severe  darting  pains  in  the  joints  and  limbs.  He  had  contracted  an  indurated  chan- 
cre about  five  years  previously  which  healed  in  about  three  months — ^had  been  suf- 
fering from  secondary  symptoms  nearly  four  years  and  was  very  much  depressed  in 
spirits — afraid  he  could  not  get  well  <fec. 

I  thought  this  a  good  case  for  the  trial  of  the  Elixir  and  commenced  giving  it  in 
teaspooniul  doses  8  times  daily,  one  hour  after  meal%.  As  this  dose  did  not  disorder 
the  stomach  and  appeared  to  increase  the  appetite,  at  the  expiration  of  ten  days  I 
gave  him  two  teaspoonfnls  8  times  daily  in  a  little  water,  and  have  continued  it 
steadily  ever  since  with  the  foUowing  results: — ^At  the  end  of  the  first  fortnight  the 
patient  was  much  improved  in  spirits,  with  increase  of  appetite  and  greater  vigor 
in  the  digestive  organs.  There  was  likewise  a  marked  diminution  of  the  nocturnal 
pains,  with  diminished  cough  and  expectoration. 

At  the  end  of  the  first  month,  the  cough  had  entirely  disappeared  and  the  pa- 
tient had  excellent  appetite,  while  the  ulcers  m  the  throat  were  showing  a  dispod- 
to  heal.  At  the  present  time  nearly  two  months  have  elapsed  since  the  first  exhibi- 
tion of  the  Elixir,  and  the  patient  himself  says  he  is  nearly  well. 

He  has  improved  greatly  in  health  and  strength — ^the  spots  on  the  surf  ace  have  al- 
most entirely  disappeared,  and  the  ulcerated  state  of  the  mouth  and  throat  has  im- 
proved in  a  most  remarkable  manner. 

These  excell^it  results  I  must  attribute  entirely  to  the  Elixir  lodo  Bromide 
Calcium  Compound  and  I  consider  it  the  best  medicine  I  have  ever  used  in  cases  of 
this  kind. 

I  remain,  Dear  Sir,  Yours  Truly,        ROBERT.  J.  SLOAN,  M.  D. 

Surgeon  to  Japanese  Embassy,  late  Sargeon  U.  S.  Army. 


Use  of  Elixir  lodo-Bromide  of  Calcium  €omp.»  in  Oeafiiess^  re- 
Bultingr  firom  Scarlet  Fever^-By  X.  T.  Batss.  M.D.-During  an  epidemic  of  Scar- 
let Fever  in  B  ,  Vermont,  Mrs.  W.,  was  attacked  by  this  malady  and  in  the 
convalescent  state  discovered  that  her  hearing  had  become  somewhat  impaired. 


Thifl  impairment  gradnally  increased  until  fears  were  entertained  both  by  herself 
and  friends  that  she  would  ultimately  lose  her  hearing  entirely.  At  the  suggestion 
of  her  husband  whom  I  had  previously  treated  for  a  similar  disorder,  she  was  in- 
duced to  try  the  following  prescription: — 

5     Elix.  lodo-Bromide  Calcium  Comp.,      ------    Oss. 

Big. — One  teaspoonful  in  hall  a  wine-glassftil  of  water,  one  hour  before  each 
meal. 

*  Improyement  soon  manifested  itself,  and  in  a  few  weeks  a  thorough  cure  was 
effected. 

Within  a  month  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  this  patient  and  was  informed 
by  her  that  she  alone  of  several  who  were  similarly  affected  had  escaped  permanent 
deafiiess — ^a  result  to  be  attilbuted  entirely  to  the  use  of  the  Elixir. 


Newark,  Ohio,  June  10,  *78. 
§crofiiIa. — Extract  from  letter  of  Y.  Citbtis  Priest,  M.  D.,  **I  have  a  very  un- 
favorable case  of  Scrofula  which  seems  to  be  making  rapid  improvement  under 
your  Elixir  lodo-Bromide  Calcium  Comp.     Indeed  the  parents  of  the  child  think 
it  is  working  wonders," 

G.  A.  WiLLiAicB,  AL  D.,  Kampsville,  Calhoun  Co.,  111.,  June  7,  1878  ^*  Your 
Elixir  lodo  Bromide  Calcium  Comp.,  is  superior  to  any  Alterative  I  have  ever  used, 
and  I  would  not  be  without  it  under  any  consideration." 


Scrotala  and  Meerotls. — Letter  from  Geo.  W.  Parr,  M.  D.,  Perrysville, 
Ashland  Co.,  Ohio,  May  24, 1878.  **I  get  better  results  from  your  lodo-Bromide  of 
Calcium  Compound  in  Scrofula  and  Necrosis,  than  from  any  other  known  remedy 
or  combination  of  remedies." 


Scrofnloas  AflnDctlons  of  the  Face.— A.  M.  Heistand,  M.  D.  **I  treated 
successfully  a  very  obstinate  case  of  Scrofulous  Affection  of  the  face,  with  Necro- 
sis of  the  superior  maxillary  bone,  with  the  * 'lodo-Bromide  Calcium  Comp."  in- 
ternally and  externally.  I  have  been  using  the  *  *Iodo"  for  six  months,  with  great 
success. 


Clironic  Arthritis— Letter  from  A.  T.  Steele,  M.  D.,— *<I  have  used  the 
Elixir  of  lodo-Bromide  of  Calcium  Comp.  in  an  old  standing  case  of  chronic  arthri- 
tis, (inflammatory  gout)  and  find  that  it  does  more  good  than  all  the  remedies  com- 
bined." 


Inflammatory  R  hedmatltm.— Paul  F.  Dakoi,  M.  D.,  Bonaghstown, 
Adam  Co.,  Pa.,  May  19,  1878.  **I  am  well  pleased  with  the  action  of  your  '^lodo- 
Bromide  of  Calcium  Comp."  having  used  both  preparations  in  an  inveterate  case 
of  sore  leg.  I  have  now  another  similar  case  on  hand,  and  I  feel  confident  of  a 
successful  issue.  The  case  is  Inflammatory  Rheumatism,  complicated  with  Scrofu- 
la, no  doubt;  but  I  have  great  faith  in  your  preparations." 


Inveterate  Peorlasls.— Daniel  E.  Wells,  M.  D.,  Bristol,  ^  N.  H.  '^lam 
using  your  ^^Elixir  and  Solution  of  lodo-Bromide  Calcium  Comp."  with  very  &- 
vorable  effects.  I  have  one  case  of  Inveterate  Psoriasis  of  18  years  standing, 
which  is  being  cured  by  their  use.  The  patient's  skin  instead  of  being  complete- 
ly covered  with  scales  has  become  as  smooth  as  in  his  child-hood. 


£lixir  lodo-Bromide  of  Calcium  Compound  in  Deafhess. — ^By  X« 

T.  Bates,  M.  D.  Accident  first  called  my  attention  to  the  utility  of  this  Compoand 
in  deafness,  a  little  more  than  a  year  since,  when  I  was  called  upon  to  visit  a  yoang 
man,  a  merchant,  of  sedentary  life,  who  had  recently  returned  from  the  West  in 
so  debilitated  a  state  that  it  necessitated  his  entire  relinquishment  of  business. 
It  appears  early  in  January,  he  contracted  a  severe  cold,  which  seemed  to  exhaust 
its  energy  in  the  head,  setting  up  acute  otitis  which  terminated  in  intensifying  to 
a  high  degree  the  partial  deafness  to  which  he  had  been  a  victim  for  half  a  score 
of  years,  and  in  addition  accompanying  it  with  intolerable  tinnitut  auritun^  and 
subsequently  there  was  loss  of  appetite  with  much  languor  and  debility  in  which 
every  organ  seemed  to  participate.  He  sought  and  obtained  the  beft  medical 
advice  and  was  under  treatment  three  months,  during  which  time  both  the  deaf- 
ness and  atony  were  manifestly  growing  on  him.  Countenance  becoming  cachectic, 
appetite,  strength  and  ambition  constantly  on  the  decline  were  grave  indications 
which  appeared  rather  to  foreshadow  early  dissolution.  His  medical  attendants 
finally  urged  both  a  change  of  clime  and  employment. 

Buch  were  his  physical  condition  and  promises  when  he  came  to  me  for  advice. 
Bearing  in  mind  the  several  valuable  elementary  consliituents  of  the  **Blizir  lodo" 
and  my  former  happy  experience  with  this  medicine  in  scrofulous  subjeQto  to  combat 
PUs8,  Newralgioy  *^  Sympathetic  Oatarrh^^^  Caries^  NeorowiB^  and  scrofulous  absceasei, 
when  I  had  employed  it  with  very  unifonn  success,  I  thought  here  to  try  iis  efficacy 
as  an  appetizer  and  general  alterative,  with  little  or  no  expectation  of  removing 
the  cause  of  deafness  which  I  diagnosed  Scrofulous  induration  of  the  Tympanum. 
My  prescription  was : 

9     Elixir  lodo  Bromide  Cal.  Oomp Oj. 

Take  one  teaspoonful  in  a  half  wine-glass  of  water  three  times  a  day,  one  hour 
before  meals — after  a  week's  time  increase  the  dose  to  two  teaspoonfuls. 

I  soon  lost  sight  of  the  young  man,  and  heard  no  more  of  him  till  after  a  period 
of  four  months  when  I  received  a  letter  from  him  wherein  he  requested  a  renewal 
of  the^prescription  I  had  previously  given  him,  stating  that  it  had  been  the  means 
of  affording  him  great  relief,  that  while  under  my  treatment,  both  his  appetite  and 
strength  rapidly  improved,  spirits  revived,  and  deafness  appeared  rather  to  saccnmb, 
and  his  general  health  so  immeasurably  improved,  that  he  at  length  was  enabled  to 
resume  business  relations.  But  no  sooner  did  his  medicine  become  exhausted  than 
his  old  symptoms  recurred.  He  then  consulted  his  family  physician,  who  made 
several  applications  of  Nitrate  of  Silver  to  the  ear,  and  also  subjected  him  to  con- 
stitutional treatment,  which  was  persevered  in  for  a  space  of  three  weeks  without 
any  perceptible  benefit. 

I  immediately  forwarded  a  duplicate  prescription  with  the  request  that  he  should 
inform  me  from  time  to  time  of  his  condition.  But  I  heard  nothing  direct  from 
him  until  January  of  the  present  year,  when  I  received  the  happy  intelligence  that 
he  was  enjoying  a  degree  of  health  to  which  he  had  been  a  stranger  for  years. 
He  had  barely  used  the  medicine  two  days  ere  he  began  to  experience  relief,  and 
within  an  interim  of  three  weeks,  his  hearing  was  restored  almost  completely. 
His  own  words  are: — **I  could  hear  better  than  any  time  within  the  past  ten  yean.'* 

My  experience  with  the  elixir  in  deafness  has  not  been  confined  to  the  above 
recorded  case,,  but  I  have  prescribed  it  in  four  other  cases,  in  only  one  of  which 
did  it  disappoint  me,  and  here  the  patient  neglected  to  use  it  the  length  of  time 
required  in  a  tair  trial.  In  the  majority  of  subjects  even  when  it  is  potent  to  dis- 
arm and  conquer  the  morbid  processes  which  go  to  form  diseased  structure,  I 


regard  a  persistent  use  neceesary,  until  from  two  to  three  pints  of  the  **  Oomp."  have 
been  Introduced  into  the  system.  I  shall  contribute  my  further  experience  with  it 
in  similar  cases, 

Fistula  Sacci  Liacrymalis.— G.  H.  Harcy,  M.  D.,  of  Bellevue,"  Ohio,  writes : 
With  regard  to  your  Elixir,  and  Solution  ot  lodo- Bromide  of  Calcium  Comp.,  I 
can  say  they  are  most  valuable  remedies.  Last  winter  a  farmer  friend  of  mine,  who 
lives  just  out  of  town,  came  to  my  office  saying  he  had  a  very  sore  eye,  be  had  been 
to  a  number  of  physicians,  but  they  had  all  reiused  to  undertake  to  cure  it.  I  ad- 
vised him  to  go  to  Cleveland  and  have  an  operation  performed,  he  disliked  very 
much  to  go  and  urged  me  to  take  it  in  hand.  He  removed  the  cloth  irom  his  eye, 
and  I  found  the  case  was  a  far  advanced  Fistula  Sacci  Lacrymalis.  My  friend  used 
to  weigh  165  pounds,  he  now  weighs  112,  "being  subject  to  Dyscrasia  Scrophulosa. 
I  put  him  under  the  use  of  your  **£lixir  lodo"  internally,  as  a  general  tonicum  and 
stomachicum,  externally  I  used  your  ''Solution  of  lodo- Bromide  Calcium  in  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  recommended.  In  about  six  weeks  his  Fistula  got  well,  and 
the  tone  of  his  system  was  generally  improved. 


Extract  ^om  Lietter  ot  Dr.  €•  S.  liacey.^'^I  wish  to  say  one  word  in  re- 
gard  to  two  of  your  preparations,  the  Elixir  lodo- Bromide  of  Calcium  Comp.,  and 
Bromo-Chloralum.  I  have  used  them  in  conjunction  in  treatment  of  chronic  ul- 
cers— giving  the  former  internally,  and  using  the  latter  externally — with  very  sat_ 
isfactory  results  indeed — ^I  have  administered  the  Elixir  lodo-Bromide  Calcium 
Comp.,  in  Salt  Rheum  and  other  skin  diseases  with  marked  success. 


fSxtract  fkrom  Ijetter  of  J.  B.  Nobel,  ]ILI>,— **I  have  used  the  Elixir  of 
lodo-Bromide  of  Calcium  Comp.,  with  excellent  results  in  cases  of  cachexia — ^also 
in  a  case  of  Liver  Complaint,  complicated  with  Rheumatism,  when  there  was, 
moreover,  a  scrofulous  tendency ^  I  have  prescribed  it  in  Bronchial  and  throat  af- 
fections with  very  gratifying  success — and  generally  in  all  cachectic  cases." 


Scrofulous  Ulcerations. — ^Richabd  D.  Lbb,  Physician  of  Alms-house,  Har- 
ford Co.,  Md.  '*I  have  now  under  treatment,  and  almost  cured  the  worst  case  of 
scrofulous  ulceration  I  have  ever  met  with.  My  treatment  has  consisted,  in  the 
use  of  the  **Elixir'  lodo-Bromide  Calcium  Comp."  internally,  and  the  '^Solution" 
of  the  same  as  a  wash. 


Letter  from  Dr.  John  H.  Hatnes,  Brainard's,   N.  Y. 

Gentlemen — ^1  am  trying  your  Elix.  lodo-Bromid  Calcium  Comp.  on  an  old  lady 
who  had  been  treated  by  at  least  a  half  score  of  physicians,  without  any  benefit,  but 
says  that  the  ^'lodo"  is  doing  her  good. 


Letter  from  Jho  J.  Hawkins  M.  D.,  Glascow  Mo. 

At  the  suggestion  of  B.  F.  Powell,  M.  D.,  I  was  induced  some  time  ago,  to  try 
your  preparations  of  **Iodo-Bromide  Calcium  Comp."  "Elixir"and  **Solution„ 
Also  *'Bromo-Cloralum,"  and  with  very  satisfactory  results.  They  are  getting  to 
be  almost  indispensable ;  ^hink  you  deserve  great  credit  and  commendation. 


Bromo-Chloralum. 


^-^ 


lietter  from  I>r.  J.  N,  Wilson,  Sumner,  Iowa;  "I  have  given  the  Bromo- 
Chloralam  a  fair  trial  as  a  deodorizer  and  disinfectant,  and  found  it  worthy  of  al 
the  praise  that  is  given  it.    I  tried  it  in  a  cellar  where  a  foul  smell  existed  and  in 
a  short  time  the  air  was  just  as  pure  and  fresh  as  above.    I  have  used  it  also  with 
good  results  on  canber  and  sore-throat. 

Bromo-Chloralum  in  Chronic  I>iarrhoea  and  Ulceration  of  the 
Bowels. — ^Letter  from  M.  Y.  B.  Saunder  Jackson,  Mich. — Having  had  a  very  severe 
ca^e  of  Chronic  Diarrhoea,  and  Ulceration  of  the  Bowels,  under  my  care  for  several 
months,  and  not  being  able  with  all  the  usual  remedies  to  afford  only  temporary  re- 
lief, I  resorted  to  injections  of  Bromo-Chloralum  §  i,  warm  water  oj,  immediate  re- 
lief followed  the  first  application ;  the  patient  had  had  ten  or  eleven  passages  dar- 
ing the  night,  and  was  very  much  reduced ;  but  after  using  the  above,  there  were  no 
passages  until  the  following  morning,  only  three  injections  were  given  and  thoee 
two  and  three  days'  apart :  and  three  weeks  from  the  first,  the  patiAt  reports  a 
perfect  recovery.    This  was  the  only  treatment  used. 

Letter  from  S.  P.  Hoyt,  Elk  Creek,  Va. — One  case  with  your  disinfectant* 'Bromo 
Chloral um"  was  somewhat  remarkable.  The  corpse  of  Mrs.  H.,  aged  about  80  years, 
who  had  died  in  Kentucky,  was  brought  in  a  metallic  casket  to  this  place  for  boriaL 
Her  friends  desiring  to  view  her  face,  had  the  cofiSln  opened ;  the  odor  was  so  bad  it 
was  almost  impossible  to  stay  in  the  room.  I  wfts  requested  to  use  the  ''Bromo- 
Chloralum,'*  and  in  fifteen  minutes  there  was  not  a  particle  of  smell  in  the  room  nor 
any  unpleasant  odor  from  the  corpse  while  it  remained  in  the  house,  which  was  86 
hours  before  burial.     It  certainly  exceeds  anything  of  the  kin#I  have  ever  known. 

Moaticello,  Jones  Co.,  Iowa,  May  80, 1878. 

Dr.  N.  M.  Smith  &  Son; — Gentlemen. — ^Please  allow  me  to  express  my  sincere 
thanks  for  your  timely  suggestion  of  using  the  ''Bromo-Chloralum,"  manufactured 
by  TiLDBN  &  Co.,  N.  T.,  I  used  it  according  to  directions  as  found  on  bottle,  and 
found  it  perfect  in  rectifying  the  effluvia  arising  from  a  corpse,  with  which  I  watch- 
ed last  April.  I  have  since  recommended  it  to  be  used  by  a  fiunily  in  Delaware 
County,  where  the  gentleman  was  being  eaten  up  by  a  cancer.  In  both  cases  the 
rooms  were  so  overcharged  with  stench,  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  attendants  to 
remain  with  them.  I  have  attended  both  of  the  frmerals  of  these  persons,  and  there 
was  not  the  least  unpleasant  odor  arising  im  either  case. 

As  the  "Bromo-Chlorolum*'  sends  forth  no  odor  of  itself^  it  proves  to  be  the  moet 
perfect  deodorizer  ever  invented,  and  its  inventors  are  deserving  of  all  the  praise 
that  a  health  loving  people  can  give.  SAMUEL  L.  GARDINER. 
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Saline  Antiseptic, Alterative  &.  Styptic 

/BBESTS  AND  l^EVEWTsfuTREFACTIOH  AND  CoNTasio„  . 

foetldBreaflvAva  fthsA  antUfuinBeatnt  in  Siiuai[\ii,Caiiieen. 

^iurafgdwitktt  diAtted..  S^rn»&trtjtfTbler  Closets, SiiJii. 
tii^i^Rt^irsicc^andviigmauQ'badefnoxictts  odari 
sAffuIdberefnamBd  see  gencral  DiREr— "■* 


The  want  of  a  certain  and  perfect  Deodorizer  and  Disinfectant,  capable  of  neutralizing 
and  destroying  at  once  all  disagreeable  or  noxious  odors  and  gases,  as  weU  as  germs  of 
disease  and  septic  particles  floating  imperceptibly  in  tJie  air,  has  long  been  felt,  and  particn- 
iarly  one  free  from  poisonotis  qualities^  so  that  it  could  be  used  under  all  circumstances  — 
.n  any  and  all  places,  where,  during  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  decomposition  of  organic 
matter  is  unayoidable  —  &om  which  emanate  foul  and  noxious  gases,  producing  disease, 
pestilence  and  death. 

Many  articles  have  been  firom  time  to  time  proposed  and  used  for  this  purpose,  with 
Tvying  results,  as  the  salts  of  Iron,  Copper  and  Zinc,  all  of  which,  however,  have  been 
found  open  to  the  serious  objection  that,  being  poisonous^  they  can  only  be  itsed  with  sa/e^ 
by  scienHfic  medical  men  — fatal  restdts  having  been  frequently  caused  by  their  use  in  the 
hands  of  persons  unacquainted  unih  iheir  dangerous  properties. 

The  same  may  be  said  of  Ca/rholic  Acid,  and  its  Compounds,  known  as  Phenol  Sodique, 
Chloride  of  Lime,  Chloride  of  Soda,  Suiphate  of  Zinc  wOh  Acetate  of  Copper,  knoum  as 
^'  Girondin,"  and  other  similar  articles  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  which,  after  accom- 
plishing disinfection,  leave  behind  an  odor  of  their  own  equally  disagreeable  —  frequently 
more  so  than  that  removed  —  their  disinfecting  action  being  due  more  to  their 
overpowering  odor  than  to  their  antiseptic  property.  As  a  class,  too,  like  the  metallic 
agents,  they  are  too  poisonous  for  promiscuous  use,  requiring  more  than  ordinary  care  and 
skill  in  their  manipulation. 

In  Bromo-diloralum 

we  offer  the  Profession  and  Public  a  certain,  effective,  quick  working  deodorizer  and  disin- 
fectant, FREi  FHOM  ALL  POI8ON0178  QUALTTiBB  and  I1C0D0R0U9  IN  iTBiLF,  and  at  such  a  coffl  as 
to  place  it  within  the  use  of  all  without  any  fear  of  baneful  effects  from  its  use. 

It  is  a  concentrated  solution  of  Aluminium  Chloride  and  Bromide,  is  inodorous  and  non- 
poisonous  and  after  repeated  trials  has  been  found  to  be  more  potent  than  Carbolic  Acid, 
Chloride  of  Lime,  or  the  poisonous  metallic  articles.  In  contact  with  fermented,  decom- 
posed or  fetid  matter,  it  promptly  absorbs  all  ammoniacal  and  noxious  gases  and  renders 
the  atmosphere  and  surrounding  objects  sweet  and  wholesome.  It  has  been  tested  in  such 
a  variety  of  cases  with  such  uniform  success,  that  we  feel  warranted  in  recommending  it 
to  the  public  for  general  use,  in  all  places  or  circumstances  that  give  rise  to  unhealthy,  bad 
odors  which  it  is  unnecessary  here  to  enumerate. 

A  strikini^  merit  of  Bromo  Chloralum  is  that  it  operates  by  removal  and  not  by  creating 
an  odor  greater  than  the  one  sought  to  be  removed,  can  be  applied  in  the  most  simple 
manner,  diluting  it  according  to  the  object  or  locality  te  be  purified.  Indeed,  one  great 
element  of  its  successful  operation  is  the  capability  oTfree  diffusion,  causing  it  to  affect  and 
purify  the  air  as  well  as  the  walls,  ceilings  and  floors. 

In  ail  DwellingSy  the  Cellars  should  be  sprinkled  with  it  diluted  one  part  to  ten  of 
water ;  all  Drains  and  Sinks  should  be  rinsed  out  with  it  diluted  one  part  to  ten  or  twenty 
parts  of  water.  It  has  been  demonstrated  that  one  gallon  in  a  barrel  of  forty  gallons  of 
water  is  sufficient  to  destroy  all  offensive  emanation  in  Sewers  and  Drain  Pipes. 

In  the  Kitchen*    Suspend  Cloths  or  Sponges  moistened  with  it  diluted  one  part  to 
six  or  eight  of  water ;  it  will  absorb  all  odors  from  cooking. 
For  Closets,  Store  Rooms,  Meat  Safes,  RefHgrerators  and  KitcheiLs. 

I         Saturate  cloths  with  one  part  to  ten  of  water,  and  hang  up,  or  fill  a  dish  and  put  it  on  sMf. 

'.  Y^etableSy  Fniit,  Fish,  Meat  and  Butter,  that  have  long  been  exposed  io 

I         hot  weather  or  climate,  can  have  their  original  sweetness  restored  by  immersing  them  in 

\         one  part  to  ten  or  twenty  of  water  for  a  ^hort  time. 

I  For  Hotels.    For  use  in  Kitchens,  Cellars,  Water-closets  —  and  to  purify  vessels  con 
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Uining  swill  and  refiuie  matter,  chamber  utensils,  spittoons,  etc.,  —  a  dilution  of  one  part 
with  eight  parts  of  water  will  be  sufficient 

Lu  large  manufactories^  the  floors  should  be  sprinkled  with  a  solution  of  one  part 
with  sixteen  parts  of  water,  and  in  priyies  and  all  places  where  refuse  or  other  matter  is 
deposited  emitting  oflFensive  odors,  a  dilution  of  one  part  with  eight  parts  of  water  should 
be  used  —  care  being  taken  to  sprinkle  the  walls  and  floors,  as  well  as  the  substance  to  be 
deodorized. 

For  Butchers*    To  wash  the  floor,  stands  and  cart,  one  part  to  ten  of  water. 

For  Water  Closets  and  Urinals.  Use  one  part  to  ten,  sprinkle  the  floors  and 
basin  or  vault,  or  hang  up  cloths  saturated  to  absorb  the  noxious  gases,  and  renew 
when  exhausted. 

For  Cisterns^  where  the  water  has  become  offensive,  put  half  pint  in  pail  of  water 
and  sprinkle  over  the  service  of  the  water. 

In  the  sick  Chamber  it  can  be  used  with  perfect  safety  —  when  the  air  is  impreg- 
nated with  the  unwholesome  odors  which  the  patient  is  obliged  to  repeatedly  inhale,  cloths, 
wet  with  a  dilution  of  one  part  to  eight,  should  be  suspended  in  the  room  to  absorb  th(» 
noxious  odors.  A  small  quantity  should  be  placed  in  all  chamber  utensils,  before  use, 
diluted  one  part  to  eight  of  water.  It  will  deodorize  and  disinfect  instantly  and  com- 
pletely —  thus  preventing  all  danger  of  contagion  therefrom. 

Catarrh  and  Bad  Breath.  Mixed  with  fifteen  parts  of  water  and  used  as  a  gargle 
afler  meals  it  will  remove  bad  breath  and  relieve  catarrh. 

For  IMphtheria^  Sore  Throaty  Catan*h5  Canker^  Bad  Breath*— Use  as  a 
gargle,  one  part  to  ten  of  water,  or  stronger  according  to  circumstances. 

For  Chilblains,  Fetid  Feet  or  Arm  Pits,  Frozen  Feet — Use  daily  one 
part  to  five  or  ten  of  water. 

Toothache* — Moisten  cotton  with  it  full  strength  and  fill  the  tooth. 

Mosquito  Bites  and  Poisons. — ^Wash  parts,  diluted  according  to  circumstances. 

For  Cancers,  Scrofldoas  and  Fetid  Ulcers,  Discharges  of  aU  Kinds^etc 
— Use  one  part  to  ei^t  or  ten  of  water  on  the  affected  parts  and  in  the  room  upon  oloths 
or  sponges  to  purity  the  air. 

In  Malarial  or  Fever  and  Ague  dUtricte  the  Mosquito  Nettings  placed  in  the  windows, 
should  be  sprinkled  with  Bromo-Ohloralum,  diluted  one  part  to  six  of  water,  so  as  to  de- 
compose all  noxious  gases  in  the  air  as  it  passes  through,  and  sponges  or  cloths  should  be 
suspended  in  various  parts  of  the  house,  especially  in  the  sleeping  apartments. 

bi  Typhoid  and  Scarlet  Fever,  Measles,  and  all  contagious  diseases,  use  one 
part  to  six  or  ten  of  water  as  a  wash  to  neutralize  fever  poison.  Saturate  cloths  and  sus- 
pend in  the  room ;  use  freely  on  all  bedding  and  in  the  chamber  uten&ils. 

For  Cholera*  As  a  preventive,  keep  the  air  in  apartments  pure  and  wholesome  by 
suspending  cloths  or  sponges  saturated  with  it  diluted  one  part  to  eight  of  water,  use  free- 
ly on  all  bedding  of  patients,  and  in  the  room,  particularly  in  the  chamber  utensils. 

In  Small  Pox«  We  are  advised  that  patients  feel  much  comfort  from  the  use  of  a  dilu- 
tion of  one  part  to  twelve  or  sixteen  of  water  as  a  wash ;  all  speak  of  its  soothing  influence 
when  applied  to  the  face  or  any  part  of  the  burning,  itching  surface.  It  neutralizes  the 
virus,  destroys  the  loathsome  emanations  and  limits  the  spread  of  the  disease.  Cloths  well 
moistened  and  hung  in  the  room,  and  around  the  patient,  absorb  all  the  odor  present. 
Attendants  should  use  the  same  freely  upon  their  clothes  and  person. 

Uses  for  the  Dead.  By  covering  the  body  with  cloths  saturated  with  this  article, 
with  an  equal  part  of  water,  decomposition  will  be  prevented  for  a  long  time.  By  inject- 
ing it  undiluted,  immediately  after  death,  in  the  various  orifices  of  the  body  and  then 
closing  them  with  cotton,  it  will  act  as  a  thorough  antiseptic.  Cotton,  or  pounded  char- 
coal in  bags,  saturated  with  it  and  placed  in  the  coffin,  will  effectually  destroy  all  unpleasant 
odors,  rendering  the  use  of  ice  to  preserve  the  body  till  burial  unnecessary  —  by  substi- 
tuting for  it  an  agent  attended  with  far  less  trouble  and  expense. 

For  Dissecting^  Rooms  and  Post  Mortem  Examination  9,  it  will  h  ?  found 
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inyaluable  from  its  quoknatt  and  oerUintf  of  effect.    A  dilution  of  one  part  with  eight 

parts  of  water  should  be  aoattered  OTor  the  subject,  and  may  also  be  need  as  a  wash  for 

the  hands  to  protect  from  all  danger  oi  infectioxu 

Bamsy  ntmhlcB,  Cattie  Stails  and  Yarili.  Stables  should  be  sprinkled  with  a 
weak  solution,  the  manger  washed  with  it^  and  cloths  saturated  with  it  hung  up  near  the 
heads  of  the  horses  will  prerent  the  contagious  diseases  which  are  common  among  them, 
"bj  absorbing  all  noxious  gases — and  in  Glanders,  sjrringe  the  nostrils  thoroughly,  diluted 
'with  one  part  to  ten  of  water  —  hang  cloths  over  the  head  wet  with  it 

Honesy  that  hare  been  driven  hard  and  are  sweaty  and  chafed,  should  be  washed  with 
a  solution  of  two  ounces  to  a  gallon  of  water.  It  will  entirely  remore  all  bad  odors,  heal 
the  ehafed  places  and  wounds,  and  make  the  animal  healthy. 

For  Anlmala*  A  wash  of  one  ounce  to  a  pint  of  water  has  been  used  suooessfully  to 
awab  out  the  mouth  and  nose  of  animals.  It  completely  cleanses  the  moiith  and  purifies 
the  breath,  and  in  mouth  ditease$  the  solution  used,  one  ounce  to  a  half-pint  of  water,  or 
even  weaker,  will  check  the  discharge  and  destroy  the  yirus,  as  well  as  assist  the  heating 
of  the  ulcers. 

MiDioAL  PROPBHTin  AKD  AoTioM.  —  Styptic,  antiseptic,  alterative,  and  a  powerful 
deodorizer  and  disinfectant  Bromine  acts  largely  as  an  alterative  and  stimulant  to  the 
lymphatic  system,  thereby  promoting  absorption  —  also,  as  an  anodyne,  under  certain 
circumstances,  relieving  hypersssthetical  sensations ;  and,  while  it  enhances  the  antiseptic 
and  deodorizing  properties  of  the  Chlorine  and  Aluminium,  makes  it  eminently  usefuL 
properly  diluted  with  water,  as  a  topic  in  scrofulous  tUcerSf  weak  and  indoUni  ulcers,  hospiial 
gangrene  and  highly  hypercBsiheiical  candiUons  of  the  throaty  diphtheritic  affections^  gonorrhoea 
and  leucorrhcea,  syphUiSy  itch^  prurigo^  persistent  ophthalmiOj  puerperal  fever^  erysipelas, 
cancerous  affections^  and  as  an  antiseptic^  disinfectant  and  deodorizer  in  small  pox,  measles^ 
scarUMM^  typhoid  feoer^  ydiow  fever,  cholera,  Uack  vomit,  ship  fever,  epidemic  influenza^ 
whooping-cough^  indeed  all  epidemics. 


Letters  from   Physicians. 

Dr.  Wells'  New  Steam   Disinfecting   Fumlgator.      Interesting  Experi- 
ment at  Bellevue  Hospital. 

We  are  under  obligations  to  Dr.  Henry  M.  Wells,  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  for  his  very  inter- 
esting letter  referring  to  an  experiment  at  the  Bellevue  Hospital,  New  York,  with  his 
"  Steam  Disinfecting  Fumigator,"  an  instrument  which  is  admirably  adapted  for  use  in 
asylums,  hospitals  and  vessels,  where  deodorizing  and  disinfecting  are  necessary. 

Dr.  Wells'  long  experience  as  Surgeon  in  the  Navy  has  shown  him  the  great  necessity  for 
some  simple  machine  for  atomizing  and  volatilizing  deodorizers  and  disinfectants,  so  as  to 
difiuse  them  thoroughly  in  any  apartment  where  poisonous  and  infectious  odors  may 
exist,  and  in  many  instances,  such  as  the  holds  of  ships,  disinfecting  agents  cannot  be  so 
well  applied  in  any  other  way. 

In  using  "  Bromo-Ghloralum*'  the  effect^  even  in  dispelling  the  foul  odor  of  Sulphuretted 
Hydrogen,  has  been  fully  demonstrated,  and  we  do  not  hesitate  to  recommend  the  Fumi- 
gator  far  general  use  in  Public  Institutions  where  steam  is  employed,  and  although  but 
recently  introduced,  the  machine  (which  weighs  only  12  lbs.)  has  been  received  with 
great  favor,  and  its  formal  adoption  at  the  Bellevue  Hospital,  is  a  sufficient  recommenda- 
tion of  its  usefhlness  and  value. 


Nkw  York,  December  23,  187 1. 
Gkktlimsx, — ^In  making  the  second  experiment  with  my  "Steam  Disinfecting 
Fumlgator,**  at  the  Bellevue  Hospital  to-day,  it  was  proposed  to  use  the  Bromo-Ghloralum 
for  the  purpose  of  deodorizing  the  large  clothes  room  where  are  deposited  the  clothes  of 
some  600  to  800  patients.  In  spite  of  the  best  attention  to  cleanliness  in  this  as  in  aU  other 
aoartmenta  of  the  Hospital,  there  is  necessarily  more  or  less  odor  emitted  from  so  large  a 
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qaantity  of  old  clothing  taken  from  the  poorer  claes  of  patients  when  they  are  admitted 

to  the  Hospital. 

PreTioua  to  commencing  the  experiment,  at  my  suggestion,  Mr.  Rice,  the  chemi&t| 
brought  in  an  apparatus  for  generating  Sulphuretted  Hydrogen,  and  the  room  was  filled 
with  this  intense  odor,  in  addition  to  what  existed  before.  The  room  being  in  two  sec- 
tions we  first  placed  the  Fumigator  in  the  center  of  one  section,  and  commenced  atomi- 
sing with  Bromo-Chloralum  diluted  one  part  to  six  parts  of  water. 

The  effect  was  to  change  the  atmosphere  almost  instantaneously,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
rtmovt  aU  the  odor  of  the  Sulphuretted  Hydrogen^  as  wed  a»  aU  other  odore  in  the  premises. 
We  then  made  the  same  experiment  in  the  other  section  of  the  room  and  with  the  same — 
satisfactory  results,  rendering  the  whole  atmosphere,  as  attested  by  all  present,  perfectly 
pure  and  free  from  any  disagreeable  smell.  Dr.  Gouley,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the 
UniTersity  of  New  York,  Mr.  Rice,  chemist  of  Bellevue  Hospital,  and  others  present,  ex- 
pressed their  entire  satisfaction  at  the  result 

I  have  giyen  these  details,  as  they  will  be  interesting  to  you  and  the  Profession 
generally,  not  only  as  demonstrating  the  power  of  Bromo-Chloralum  over  the  foulest 
odors,  but  the  superior  facilities  afforded  by  the  "  Steam  Disinfecting  Fumigator,'*  for  the 
immediate  and  complete  difiusion  of  the  disinibcting  agent  used,  thereby  promoting  the 
rapid  removal  of  imptire  and  poisonous  odors. 

Yeiy  respectMy  yours,  H.  M.  WSLLS,  M.D. 


Omcs  or  Pbobia  Hialte  Commissiom. 

PiORiA,  III.,  Fiibryary  12,  1872. 

GxKTLiiCE!!, — It  sffords  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  express  to  you  my  fullest  satisfaction 
regarding  your  new  artide,  Bromo-Chloralum,  a  Disinfectant  and  Deodorizer  which,  by  no 
chemical  compound  at  present,  can  be  surpassed. 

Afflicted  as  our  community  is,  and  has  been  for  the  last  few  weeks,  with  Variola,  I 
forthwith  made  it  a  duty  in  eyeiy  family  to  use  it  extensively  as  a  means  to  limit  the 
epidemic  within  as  narrow  a  compass  as  human  efforts  are  able  to  do,  and  I  am  glad  to  say 
I  have  succeeded  so  far. 

In  the  sick  rooms  and  wards  of  our  City  Hospital,  it  has  fully  done  what  your  circulars 
ire  promising,  and,  in  order  to  believe  what  beneficial  effects  the  application  to  the 
ezanthematous  surface  of  a  diseased  person,  of  said  chemical  compound  is  exerting,  one 
must  see,  and  having  seen  must  do  all  in  his  power  to  propagate  its  use  universally. 

As  you  claimed  it  to  be  non-poisonous,  I  am  fi-ee  to  say  that  I  ventured  to  exhibit  it,  in 
doses  adapted  to  age  and  circiunstances,  internally,  and  learned  that  it  had  the  soothing 
effects  of  Bromide  of  Potassium,  with  such  as  were  hisrhly  excited  from  either  vascular 
orgasm,  or  the  nervous  centres. 

In  this  way  I  felt  prompted  to  use  it  also  in  a  case  of  a  secondary  character  manifest  by 
Khypia  all  over  the  body  with  Eaoosiases  on  both  frontal  bones  and  Ombiui,  and,  to  use  the 
words  of  my  patient,  the  result  was  admirable.  What  no  medication  in  the  period  of  fowr 
years  effected,  the  Bromo-Chloralum,  internally  used  as  a  medicine  and  as  an  external 
application,  made  her  skin  clear  from  all  ulceration,  her  breath  sweet,  and  reduced  the 
nose  firom  the  shape  of  a  cucumber  to  its  natural  dimensions.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  give  you 
in  a  short  time  the  report  of  some  other  cases  treated  in  a  similar  way  in  the  Peoria  County 
Alms  House. 

With  a  similar  surprising  effect  the  Bromo-Chloralum  has  been  used  in  our  City  Hall  — 
ia  the  City  Prison  —  in  the  Court  House  and  Jail,  —  in  verification  of  which.  His  Honor 
the  Mayor  of  the  City,  and  the  Chief  of  Police,  take  pleasure  in  sigmng  with  me  this  well 
deserved  testimonial 

Gentlemen,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully  yours, 

JNO.  N.  NIOLAS,  M.  D.,  Health  Officer  of  the  City  and  County  of  Peoria. 
P.  R.  K.  BROTHERSON,  Mayor.  S.  L.  GILL,  Chief  of  Police. 

JOHN  WAUOH,  Supervisor  at  Large. 
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Bstimct  irom  mn  Interesting  Letter  from  Dr.  Niolas,  County  Phyelctan  and  Board  of  Health 

€  Peoria,  DL,  Jan.  23, 1872. 

"  The  City  Board  of  Health  has  introduced  the  Bromo-Chloralum  as  a  Disinfectant  and 
Deodorizer  into  all  our  public  establishments,  Jails,  Calaboose  Hospital,  City  Hall  and 
Ceunty  Alms  House,  and,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  in  all  these  places  it  has  given  the 
greatest  satisfaction. 

I  hare  used  it  in  some  cases  of  Secondary  Syphilis,  as  a  means  of  dressing  the 
Sores ;  had  it  applied  by  means  of  injection  into  the  nostrils  and  frontal  sinuses  of  a 
man  with  Syphilitic  Ozoena,  and  found  that  there  is  nothing  superior  to  your  Bromo- 
Chloralum  as  a  deodorizer  and  even  healing  application. 

I  have  recommended  it  to  all  members  of  our  CUy  Medical  Society  as  well  as  to 
families  as  a  prophylactic  in  the  loathsome  disease  of  Variola  to  be  used  as  a  disin- 
fectant of  articles  or  persons  having  been  exposed  to,  or  likely  to  come  in  contact 
with   the  contagion. 

Mr.  Snyder  of  the  County  Alms  House  used   it  with   the  ft>Uowing  results  :     Sour 

and  offensive  vomits  tested   one  part  to  twelve  of  water,  odor  removed  in  two  or  three 

minutes. 

Wvacuation  in  Bedy  tested  on  bed-clothing,  sprinkled  room,  aU  offensive  odor  re- 
moved in  five  minutes.  ( 

Bad  odor  in  BbspitalSy  morning;  sprinkled  floor,  odor  entirely  removed  in  &w 
minutes. 

Bad  odor  cif  Breaih  removed  almost  entirely,  so  fitf  as  I  can  smell,  by  use  of  one  to 
twenty-five  of  water,  then  one  to  twenty,  then  one  to  twelve." 

REMARKS.  —  Bromo-Chloralum  works  by  diffusion  and  contact ;  the  dilution  should  in 
all  cases  be  one  part  to  six  or  eight  of  water.  In  Sick  Eooms,  Hospitals,  Wards  and 
Halls,  Bed  Rooms,  or  any  room  where  the  air  is  confined  and  ventilation  difficult 
cloths,  say  two  feet  square,  should  be  suspended,  moistened  with  a  dilution  of  one  part 
to  eight  or  ten.    All  the  unpleasant  odors  and  gases  will  be  absorbed  and  decomposed. 

T.  &  Co. 


PixKSKiLL,  N.  Y.,  Avfftist  10, 1871. 

GiirTLKifEK, — The  package  of  Bromo  Chloralvm  which  you  favored  me  wiUi  some 
time  ago,  has  been  carefbDy  used  by  myself,  and  some  of  my  medical  friends  with  the  fol- 
lowing results : 

1.  As  a  eeriain,  perfect  and  prompt  deodoriser  it  is  far  superior  to  any  article  of  the  kind 
we  have  ever  employed,  not  excepting  carbolic  add.  l*he  most  noisome  and  disagreeable 
odors  are  instantly  destroyed  by  its  application,  while  itself  leaves  no  unpleasant  smell  be- 
hind. I  find  that  a  solution,  made  by  adding  one  part  to  twenty  of  water,  placed  in  snki. 
water-closets,  sewers,  cesspools,  etc.,  immediately  removes  all  unpleasant  smelL 

2.  As  a  disinfectant  I  have  used  it  successfully  in  typhoid  fever  and  other  infectious  dis- 
eases. I  have  no  doubt  it  is  destined  to  take  the  precedence  of  chloride  of  lime,  sine,  soda, 
carbolic  acid,  the  poisonous  mineral  salts,  and  all  other  agents  hitherto  introduced  for  this 
purpose.  The  experience  of  my  medical  friends,  also,  coincides  with  my  own  on  this 
point  One  great  advantage  it  possesses  over  all  other  agents  I  have  ever  used  is,  that  iti 
inhalation  causes  no  feeling  of  irritation  in  the  air  passages  and  lungs.  It  is  not  only  safe 
and  non-poisonous,  but  absolutely  free  fix)m  all  disagreeable  effects  whatever. 

3.  As  a  genercd  deodoriter  and  disinfectant  for  aU  manufactories,  where  decomposing  ani- 
mal or  vegetable  materials  are  used,  it  must  prove  invaluable, — also  as  a  Sanitary  agent  ioi 
Boards  of  Health,  in  our  large  towns  and  cities,  who  will,  I  believe,  fiind  it  both  more  effi- 
cient as  well  as  more  economical,  than  most  other' articles  hitherto  employed. 

4s,  Ibr  Hospital  Use^  also,  I  think  it  must  prove  very  usefiil  for  various  purposes ;  among 
•thers  as  a  wash  for  offensive  sores  and  ulcers,  sloughing  gangrene  — cancers  and  offensire 
iischarges  of  all  kinds ;  also  for  disinfecting  clothes  and  bed  clothing,  bedding,  and  for  gen- 
eral deodorant  and  disinfecting  purposes. 


T 


5.  Hegifding  then  liie  ISt-omo-  ChlorcUum  as  altogether  the  most  valuable  article  of  the 
kind  hitherto  introduced  into  practical  medicine  and  hygiene,  I  most  cheerfiillj  and 
eonfidently  recommend  its  use  to  the  profession  and  the  pubUc. 

CHAS.  A.  LBE,  M.D., 
Pro/esior  of  Ht/ffierie  and  Materia  Medico. 


St£phe2itowk,  N.  Y,f  August  2,  1871. 

OmnjaaN, — ^I  was  called  July  4th,  to  attend  a  lady  who  had  been  thrown  from  her 
carriage  against  a  post,  producing  a  severe  concussion  of  the  brain  and  a  double  ft-acture 
of  the  femur.  My  patient  renuuned  in  an  insensible  condition  the  following  ten  days, 
during  which  time  the  evacuations  were  necessarily  involuntary  and  made  her  bed  and 
room  very  offensive  in  spite  of  the  precautions  of  her  attendants.  I  directed  the  use  of 
your  Bromo-Chloralum  in  the  following  manner :  dUute  the  Bromo-Chloralum  with  one 
part  to  ten  of  water — ^wet  thoroughly  cloths  with  it  and  place  them  around  the  bed  and 
person  to  receive  the  evacuations,  and  also  wash  the  parts  with  it  afler  the  removal' of 
the  cloths.  To  the  utter  astonishment  of  myself  and  all  connected  with  the  case,  all 
offensive  odors  were  neutralized,  and  nothing  but  pure  atmospheric  air  was  in  the  least 
perceptible  in  the  room.  I  have  also  used  the  Bromo-Chloralum  in  child-bed  sickness  to 
my  great  relief  from  all  the  offensive  odors  which  usually  attend  such  cases. 

I  have  also  caused  it  to  be  used  in  the  chamber  utensils,  of  the  same  strength,  with  the 
effect  of  destroying  all  noxious  odors  usually  arising  therefrom.  Every  physician  who 
will  ose  this  article  will  appreciate  its  value  in  his  exemption  from  the  disagreeable  odora 
and  foul  air  he  is  almost  daily  compelled  to  breathe  in  his  practice. 

Yours,        G.  H.  DICKINSON,  M.D. 


Iowa  Hospital  roB  the  Insane,  at  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  Dec  12,  1871. 

GentleHen, — ^l  have  made  some  careful  observations  of  the  effect  of  the  Bromo- 
(jhloralum  you  kindly  sent  to  me,  and  have  been  much  pleased  with  it  It  has  proved 
veiy  effective  in  removing  the  odors  from  rooms  that  have  been  defiled  by  unclean  patients 
wiliioat  leaving  any  odor  of  its  own,  which  is  such  a  serious  objection  to  most  other 
disinfectants.  It  is  also  useful  in  sick  rooms,  and  in  the  chamber  utensils  of  sleeping 
rooms,  or  any  place  where  there  is  any  defect  or  want  of  active  ventilation. 

It  has  also  proved  effective  here  in  preventing  decomposition,  and  preserving  a  corpse 
beyond  the  time  they  can  ordinarily  be  kept,  even  in  cool  weather.  Two  or  three  folds 
of  doth  laid  over  the  fiM^e,  or  any  part  of  the  body,  and  kept  moist,  will  prevent  any 
noticeable  change  for  several  days,  and  preserve  the  features  in  a  remarkable  manner. 

Although  I  have  not  found  it  necessary  to  try  it,  I  should  expect  that,  if  iigected  into 
the  cavities  of  the  body,  it  would  prevent  decomposition  for  a  long  time. 

Very  respectfully,        MARK  RANNEY,  M.D.,  Supt. 


Forest  Crrr,  Marine  Hospital,  Savannah,  Ga.,  Jan,  9,  1872. 

Gentlemen, — According  to  promise  we  have  tested  the  Bromo-Chloralum,  both  in  car 
hospital  and  out-door  practice,  and  found  it  to  act  admirably,  answering  our  expectations  ' 
both  as  a  disinfectant  and  as  a  healing  application  to  foul  ulcers,  wounds,  bums,  etc. 

We  would  especially  recommend  it  as  a  gargle  in  ulcerated  sore  throat,  relaxation  of  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  throat,  fames  uvuke^  vdum  pendulum  palati^  and  as  an  injection 
into  the  rectum,  vagina  and  urethra,  as  being  inodorous,  almost  tasteless,  and  less  irritating 
than  the  chlorinated  or  carbolate  of  soda  or  any  other  caustic  or  astringent  applications 
in  use.  ^ 

Respectfully,    YB^\^^^iih^'  \  Surgeons  in  Charge. 
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Satakhab,  Gft.,  Oct.  19,  lb«  1. 

Gnrrs,  —  I  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  I  have  nsed  on  several  occasions,  wiUi  th< 
most  satisfactory  results,  your  excellent  preparation  of  Bromo-Chloralum.  Its  use  is  to  Ik 
commended  as  a  safe,  agreeable  and  successful  Antiseptic,  Disinfectant^  Deodorizer  and 
Detergent,  and  it  will  unquestionably  supersede  the  preparations  of  carbolic  acid,  chloride 
of  soda,  and  permanganate  of  potassa  for  sanitary,  hygienic  and  therapeutical  purposes. 
It  is  well  suited  to  the  treatment  of  some  diseases  of  the  symotic  class,  and  is  a  most  val- 
uable  agent  in  the  treatment  of  Ozaena,  Caries  of  the  bones,  obstinate  and  indolent  ulcers 
of  the  extremities ;  and  will  in  &ct  fulfill  the  indications  of  the  medical  and  surgical 
treatment  in  the  strumous  diathesis,  and  in  the  wasting  diseases  of  children. 

In  connection  with  the  "  Bromo-Chloralum"  I  would  state  that  I  have  experienced 
goodTesults  in  Rheumatic  and  other  diseases  of  the  blood,  firom  the  use  of  the  pleasant 
and  delightful  preparation  of  the  "  Compound  Elixir  of  Iodo*Bromide  of  Calcium,"  intro- 
duced in  this  form  to  the  Profession  by  you.  A.  J.  SBMMSS,  M.  D. 

Profmor  of  Phynology  in  ihe  Savannah  CMUge  of  Medicme. 


FoRUT  CiTT  Masinb  Hobpital,  Sataxhah,  Ga.,  Od,  19,  187L 

GnriLiMXic,  —  I  have  used  your  preparation  of  Bromo-Chloralum  in  hospital  and  pri- 
vate practice,  as  a  deodorizer  and  disinfectant,  and  found  it  superior  to  any  agent  of  tlie 
kind  now  in  use.  It  has  no  equal  in  syphilitic  sore  throat;  as  an  application  to  ulcers 
generally,  it  has  satisfied  me  better  than  any  thing  heretofore  used. 

W.  M.  WALSH,  M.  D. 


lowA  Cnr,  lowa^  Dee.  20, 1871. 

GxHTLnoEir,  —  Our  dissecting  rooms  are  so  situated  that  it  is  desirable  to  avoid  any 
odor  arising  fi'om  them,  either  fix)m  the  materials  or  fix)m  the  disinfectant  We  gmve  the 
samples  of  Bromo-Chloralum  a  fiur  trial  and  found  it  fully  to  answer  our  purpose.  It  pre- 
vented all  emanations,  and  in  a  very  short  time  completely  deodorized  the  rooms.    I  think 

it  will  prove  invaluable  to  us. 

Tours  truly,  P.  J.  FARNSWORTH,  It  D. 

Prof,  MaUria  Medioa,  Iowa  ^^aU  Uniwt  sfljp 


Chioaoo,  JFhb.  26,  1872. 

GsfTLDfsr,  —  We  take  pleasure  in  forwarding  to  you  the  following  extract  from  the 
minutes  of  the  meeting  of  the  Chioago  AoADnrr  or  Mkdioive,  held  February  19, 1872. 

"  The  committee  appointed  to  test  the  samples  of  Bromo-Chloralum  (kindly  furnished 
by  your  agent,  Mr.  A.  M.  Pett),  reported  that  they  had  tried  the  article  in  the  dissecting 
room,  and  also  in  the  hospital,  with  gratifying  success,  and  offered  the  following,  which  was 
adopted: 

"iSesofosd,  That  the  CmoAOO  AoAnnrr  or  Medioiice  endorse  toe  Bromo-Ghloralum, 
and  recommend  it  as  an  efiQcient  and  reliable  disinfectant  and  deodorizer.** 

W.  DANFORTH,  M.  D.,  PssaiDiaT, 
E.  A.  BALLARD,  M  D.,  TuAflusn. 


MoBiLB,  AliLy  Ihk,  18y  1872. 

This  is  to  certify  that  the  *' Bromo-Chloralum,**  is  of  the  most  valuable  aid  in  onr 
dissecting  rooms  as  a  "  Disinfectants" 

AH  our  students  who  have  used  it,  were  highly  delighted  with  the  same;  for,  if  i^splie^) 
to  their  hands  dauted,  it  cleansed  them  perfectiy.  JOSEPH  H.  SCOTT, 

JanUar  Ala,  Medical  CoUegt 
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Editorial  Offlce  CIii«af«  Medical  J«anul,  SOS  Mlehigui  Areane. 

Dk.  J.  Adamb  AuiRr,  Editor  and  Proprietor. 

CmoAflo,  Nov.  24,  1871. 

OiKTs,  —  I  take  pleasure  in  commending,  after  frequent  obaenrations  of  its  effects, 
jour  preparation  of  Branuh'  Chhralmm^  as  an  exceedingly  efficient  and  pleasant  disinfect- 
ant and  deodorizing  agent 

It  is  entirely  devoid  of  odor  or  of  irritant  effects,  so  that  it  can  be  freely  used  in  residen- 
ces, hotels,  etc.,  at  the  same  time  it  is  very  osefld  as  a  local  application  in  many  cases  of 
wounds,  eUx,  when,  from  causes  readily  appreciated  by  physicians,  the  solution  of  Carbolic 

Add  proves  injurious. 

I  remain  with  high  respect^  yours,  etc, 

J.  ADAMS  ALLEN,  M,  D. 

Cmoioo  Emniro  Joubhal,  .FWdoy,  FA.  16, 1872. 

The  New  Disinfectant^  (Bromo-Chloralum  is  to  be  commended  in  almost  unqualifiea 
terms.  Whether  as  an  aniisepHe,  disinfectant  alteratire  or  deodorizer,  it  has  proven  suc- 
cessftd  in  accomplishing  the  purposes  for  which  it  has  been  used.  For  all  sanitary  purposes, 
whether  in  private  fhmilies  or  for  hygienio  publio  usee,  it  has  no  equal  The  great  advant- 
ages it  has  over  other  preparations  designated  for  the  same  purpose  is,  that  while  itb 
efficacy  is  greater,  the  objections  are  less,  because  it  has  no  odor,  and  is  not  poisonous.  It 
is  used  in  our  City  Hospitals  and  by  the  Board  of  Health. 


Journal  or  Matebia  Midioa,  Mayj  1872. 

Mrs.  — — ,  of  delicate  constitution,  gave  birth  to  a  premature  foetus ;  subeequent  to 
which  an  exhausting  and  very  fetid  discharge  from  the  genitals  confined  her  to  the  bed 
for  ten  weeks.  The  atmosphere  of  her  room,  notwithstanding  the  most  vigilant  efforts  tc 
insure  ventilation  and  cleanliness,  was  extremely  offensive.  IVom  constantiy  inhaling  so 
much  impurity,  the  patient  was  afflicted  with  anorexy,  nausea,  and  every  morning  with 
emesis.  This  train  of  symptoms,  having  continued  so  long,  caused  marked  anomia, 
alarming  exhaustion,  and  a  somewhat  doubtful  prognosis.  Having  been  sunmioned  to 
visit  the  patient  under  these  circumstances,  I  directed  quinine  and  iron  three  times  a  day, 
Ferrated  Wine  of  Wild  Cherry  before  each  meal  and  an  injection  of  Bromo-Chloralum, 
diluted  one  part  to  sixteen  parts  of  water,  for  the  vagina  morning  and  evening.  The  re- 
sult was  most  gratifying  to  the  patient  and  her  attendants.  The  atmosphere  of  the  room 
was  perfectiy  free  from  any  unpleasant  odor  after  the  use  of  the  injections  of  the  Bromo- 
Chloralum,  and  the  vaginal  discharge  notably  diminished.  After  a  few  visits,  I  dismissed 
the  patient  as  convalescent,  with  directions  to  continue  the  prescription  for  a  week  or  two 
as  circumstances  might  indicate. 

A  more  prompt  response  than  was  manifest  from  the  use  of  Bromo-Chloralum  in  this  in- 
stance I  never  witnessed  from  any  medical  agent  I  think  this  remedy  more  inservient  to 
restore  similar  cases  than  any  other  agent  in  the  catalogue  of  the  Materia  Medica. 

J.  BATES,  M.  D. 

WnrovA,  MimLy  Jan,  10,  1872. 

Dear  Sir, — Since  my  attention  was  called  by  you  to  the  new  disinfectant,  Bromo^Chlo- 
ralum.  I  have  used  it  considerably,  and  with  the  most  satisfactory  results. 

During  an  epidemic  of  malarial  fever  in  Sept  last,  I  am  quite  certain  that  I  saw  its  effects 
in  counteracting  the  influence  of  malarial  poison,  in  several  instances,  also  in  removing  to 
a  great  extent  the  peculiar  fever  odor  which  accompanies  such  diseases. 

I  have  also  used  it  in  one  case  of  cancer  of  the  face,  where  its  disinfecting  properties  were 
m(ost  gratefully  acknowledged. 

I  have  put  it  to  a  new  use  which  I  had  not  previously  seen  recommended,  but  which 
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ttmck  me  *8  being  rational,  tnat  is  its  therapeutical  powers  in  the  last  stage  of  gonorrhoB^ 
ibrming  an  injection  of  this  kind : 

Bromo  Ghloral\im, |  ounce. 

Glycerine, 1  ounce. 

Aquae, 3  ounces. 

It  is  used  without  pain,  therefore  is  perfectly  harmless  as  regards  producing  stricture,  and 

H  seems  to  cleanse  the  mucuous  membrane,  and  assist  the  parts  to  heal  faster  than  any 

thing  I  have  eTer  tried.     I  can  therefore  say  that  so  far  as  I  have  experimented,  as  a  diaxn- 

fisotant  it  has  no  equal,  and  am  also  led  to  belieye  that  it  has  undiscovered  properties  which 

will  give  it  rank  among  our  most  valuable  articles  of  Materia  Medica. 

I  am,  yours  very  truly,  D.  A.  STEWART,  M.  D. 

WiKOKA,  Minn.,  Jan.  19,  1S72. 
Your  preparation  of  Bromo-Ghloralum  has  been  used  freely  in  my  practice  for  the  last 
■ix  months.  It  is  to  be  commended  in  almost  unqualified  terms, — ^whether  as  a  styptic, 
astringent^  antiseptic,  disinfectant,  alterative  or  deodorizer,  jt  has  been  successful  in 
aooompliahing  the  purposes  for  which  it  has  been  used;  as  a  gargle  in  diphtheria,  or  scarla- 
tina, as  a  nasal  douche  in  catarrh, .  for  inhalation  in  chronic  bronchitis,  for  injections  in 
leuoorrhoea  and  gonorrhoea.  For  all  sanitary  puxposes,  whether  in  private  families  or  for 
hygienic  public  uses,  it  is  unsurpassed  in  efficacy.  The  great  advantage  it  has  over  other 
preparationa  designed  for  the  same  purpose  is,  that  while  its  efficacy  is  greater^  the  objec- 
tions to  it  are  lest,  on  account  of  its  unirritating,  non-corrosive,  and  odorless  qualities. 

Yours  respectfully,  W.  W.  D.  RIOHABDSON,  M.  D. 

Baltimore,  May  30,  1872. 

Gintumhi,  —  I  have  given  Bromo-Ohloralum  a  pretty  thorough  trial  as  a  Disinfectani 
and  Deodorizer,  and  am  pleased  to  say  it  surpasses  my  expectations  in  both  these  respeeta. 
Indeed,  I  regard  it  superior  to  the  articles  heretofore  in  use  by  the  profession  for  sudi 
purposes. 

In  thus  complying  with  your  request,  to  give  the  reaidts  of  my  experience  with  this 

article,  I  feel  that  I  am  doing  an  act  of  limple  justice  to  our  fellow  eitizena,  in  aiding,  so 

fitr  as  my  name  and  influence  may  extend,  in  the  general  use  of  a  most  valuable  hygienic 

•gent 

Yery  respeotfUly  yours,  HARYEY  L.  BYBD,  M.  D., 

Pkofessor  of  Obstetrics  in  Washington  University,  and  LecCorer  on  Hygiene  in  the  Gram- 
mar Schools  of  Baltimore. 


«     


Extract  from  littib  fboh  Pbof.  Nathan  R.  Skitb. 

Baltdcobi,  June  9,  1872. 

I  am  using  the  Bromo-Chloralum  as  a  disinfeotant  and  antiseptic,  and  regard  it  as  the 

best  for  those  purposes. 

Yours,  N,  R  SMITH,  U.  D. 

Ohioaoo.  III.,  FA,  16,  1872. 
Dear  Sirs,  — While  in  charge  of  Madison  street  barracks,  I  had  occasion  to  try  yov 
preparation  of  Bromo-Chloralum,  and  found  it  in  every  inetance  a  very  valuable  and 
pleasant  deodorizing  and  disinfecting  agent    I  see  no  reason  why  it  should  not  become 
Tery  valuable  also,  in  the  treatment  of  those  diseases  where  such  a  remedy  is  indicated. 

Respectfully  yours,  WM.  J.  M AYNARD,  M.  D. 

Warsaw,  Indiana,  M  rch^  1872, 

Gznt,  —  Being  a  true  friend  to  the  advance  of  the  science  of  medicine,  I  cheerfully 

lend  my  influence  by  recommending  to  the  public  generally,  and  especially  to  the  medical 

profession,  the  use  of  the  Bromo-Chloralum  as  one  of  the  greatest  discoveries  of  the  a^ 

■s  a  safe  and  pleasant  disinfectant  for  general  use. 

A.  WOOLEY,  M.  D= 
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Gbxen  Bat,  Wis.,  Feb.  27,  1872. 
Gum, — ^I  am  delighted  with  jour  Brozno-Chloralum  fts  a  disinfectiDg  agent.    I  am 
it  with  the  happiest  reetdts  in  the  sick  room. 

Respectfully  yours,  G.  A^LLEN  LAMB,  M.  D. 


Eaton  Rapids,  Eaton  Co.,  Micb. 

I  hAT6  given  your  Bromo-Ghloralum  a  trial,  and  find  it  equal  to,  and  I  think  better  than 

«ny  agent  of  this  character  I  ever  used. 

Tours,  etc.,        A.  K,  M.  D. 

[Bztraot  from  totter  of  C.  D.  IfAmrzHO,  M.  D.,  of  Camanche,  Iowa.] 

Sept  4,  1871. 

*^  Accept  my  thanks  for  the  samples ;  they  are  all  that  could  be  desired  in  my  experience 
thus  far. 

ThA 'Bromo-Chloralum*  is  the  most  elegant  disinfectant  I  have  ever  used.  I  shall 
never  do  without  it  in  my  practice." 

[Extract  trom  letter  of  Wx.  H.  OiiiL,  B«q.,  Gainesville,  Ala.,  Jan.  13, 18T&]1 
''The  Bromo  has  been  used  extensively  in  this  vicinity  as  a  wash  for  ulcers,  and  gives 
complete  satisfaction." 

CBxtract  from  letter  of  Db.  C.  F.  Beladlct,  West  Stockbrldge,  Mass.,  Jan,  12, 1878.] 
*'  I  am  exceedingly  well  pleased  with  the  effect  of  the  Bromo -Chloralum.     I  am  using 
it  in  the  sick  room  with  complete  success." 


pixtract  from  letter  of  F.  E.  Clarke,  M.  D.,  Mount  Yernon,  Ohio,  Jan,  10. 187i.] 
**  The  Bromo-Ohloralum  seems  to  me  per/eat  as  a  disinfectant.*' 


Bromo-Chloralum  In  Scarlatina. 

Ghioaoo,  III.,  February  22,  1872. 

Gum, — ^Having  had  an  extensive  opportunity,  particularly  in  the  treatment  of  Scarla- 
tina, to  test  the  merits  of  your  Bromo-Chloralum,  I  can  say  that  it  has  no  rival  as  a 
disinfectant  and  deodorizer. 

By  its  prompt  use  Scarlatina  has  been  restricted  to  a  comparatively  few  cases  to  what  it 
would  have  numbered,  had  not  the  Bromo-Ghloralum  been  timely  and  thoroughly  used  (as 
it  was  extensively  used  in-  Centre  Avenue  Barracks  under  the  auspices  of  the  Chicago 
Belief  and  Aid  Society). 

It  is  an  excellent  preparation  in  the  treatment  of  chronic  ulcers.  In  the  fever  room  it 
vindicates  all  that  is  claimed  for  it  In  repeated  cases,  where  it  temporarily  was  not 
supplied,  patients  have  asked  for  "more  of  that  preparation  that  purifies  the  room." 

I  am  respectfully  yours,  C.  J.  ADAMS,  M.  D. 


rSztract  from  letter  of  Hugo  Aitdrxissin,  Bsq.,  Beaver,  Pa.,  Dec.  18, 1871.] 
**  Tour  Bromo-Chloralum  seems  to  be  a  decided  success.    They  use  it  now  effectually 
in  Variola  and  Scarlatina.    It  is  generally  preferred  to  either  Carbolic  Acid,  the  Per- 
nanganate  of  Potash  or  Labarraque's  Solution." 


Ihfm  the  SL  Louis  Medical  arid  Surgical  Journal 

Dr.  H.  G.  Lachmund,  of  Sauk  City,  Wis.,  in  a  letter  to  us,  remarks,  that  he  has  had 
opportonitiea  for  making  observations,  and  finds  Bromo-  Chtorcdum  superior  to  all  other 
agents  he  has  used.     "  A  small  quantity,  say  a  drachm,  put  in  the  ni^ht-stool,  or  properly 
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exposed  m  the  siok  room,  remoyes  all  odoF,  and  as  a  disimectant  is  no  lees  yaluable. 
last  three  months  this  place  has  been  visited  by  Scariatma^  not  very  extensiye,  bat  in. 
cases  malignant      Sore  throat,  Oz»na,  OtonrhoBa^  were  (he  oommexKsing  tf^MtptogMm^ 
indicating  the  beginning  of  a  mahgnant  and  fatal  epidemie. 

'To  preyent)  if  possible,  its  spreading  abroad,  no  rational  physician  would  now  think  of 
giving  belladonna,  coce  so  highly  reeommended.    Being  anxious  to  do  somethings   to 
prevent  the  spread  <^  the  disease,  I  resorted  to  Bromo-Chlorahmi,  using  it  freely  in  ihe 
vessels,  and  hanging  napkins  in  the  sick-room  wet  with  a  solntieQ  of  this  disiiifecteal. 
In  this  way  I  have  treated  all  the  families  in  my  care  exoept  one  —  in  which  latter  &mi}y 
every  member  had  the  disease,  taking  it  from  the  first  odms,  whfle  in  all  the  other  fiitnifitMi 
where  Bromo-Chloralum  was  used,  only  the  cases  first  ooeniring  had  the  dSseaee^  the  other 
members  of  the  families  escaping,  notwithstanding  they  had  free  access  to  the  eacieg  first 
attacked  and  had  not  previously  had  the  disease.  ^-  These  means  seemed  truly  prophyiactie; 
the  cases  were  mUder  where  it  was  used  and  not  followed  by  the  usual  sequds,  as  Dropsy, 
etc. ;  none  died;  the  mostleft  the  bed  on  the  ninth  day.    Aa  to  Dropsy,  I  have  eonfidenoe 
in  greasing  with  h<»con  as  a  preventive  and  always  have  it  applied  to  my  seerlei  ferer 
cases  a^  all  kinds.     (First  recommended  by  Dr.  Schiermaao.)    Aeeording  to  nay  obser- 
vation. Dropsy  is  more  firequently  a  sequela  in  severe  than  in  miM  caees,  and  if  Bromo- 
Ghlorakim  proves  prophyUctie,  in  so  &r  as  to  prevent  themore  malignant  Ibrma  of  the 
disease  by  neutralizing  or  destroying  the  contagioas  elements  as  they  emanate  from  the 
sick,  it  is  of  the  greatest  <  importance.**    It  may  be  that  the  baoon  greasing- was  ueafal  in 
preventing  the  sequela  of  Dropsy,  or  the  Bromo-Chlorakun,  by  rendering  the  eases  noDder, 
obviated  this  distressing  sequela.    Whatever  theory  of  its  action  may  be  flnaUy  embraced, 
the  reporter  believes  it  demonstrated  in  his  field  of  observation  that  Bromo-Ghloralum  is 
preferable  to  all  other  agmits  yet  discovered  as  a  deodoriser  and  disinfectant. 


Bromo-Ohloralum   in   Cancer. 

HERiCAim,  Gasconade  Co.,  Mo.,  Sept.  22,  1871. 

G-ENTLEMEN,  —  Having  given  a  foil  trial  to  the  new  disinfectant^  **  Bromo-Chloralum,*' 
recently  introduced  by  you,  I  feel  it  due  to  the  medical  prolession  to  report  the  results  of 
its  action  in  my  experience. 

Ist  In  a  confirmed  and  obstinate  case  of  Cancer  I  have  used  it  as  a  lotion  with  great 
success,  its  effect  being  to  destroy  the  offensive  odor  always  attending  such  CMes,  besides 
having  a  specific  action  on  the  sore  itself,  so  that  my  patient  has  been  greatly  benefited 
and  improved  by  its  use. 

2d.  In  a  severe  case  of  Hemorrhagia  Uteri,  I  have  applied  it  as  an  injection,  moderately 
diluted,  with  the  happiest  results, 

3d.  Used  in  the  same  way  I  have  found  it  highly  beneficial  in  the  treatment  of  Gonor- 
rhoea and  Leucorrhoea. 

4th.  I  have  administered  it  in  a  case  of  Pulmonary  Consumption  combined  with  Cod 

Liver  Oil  and  Syrup  of  Squill,  according  to  the  following  formula : 

R         Cod  Liver  Oil oz.  vi. 

Syr.  Squill oz.  i. 

Bromo-Chloralum drachm  i.  —  M. 

Dose.  —  A  table  spoonful  three  times  a  day  and  have  found  its  action  more  satisfactoiy 
than  that  of  the  two  former  agents  alone. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  conmiending  it  most  cordially  to  the  medical  profession  sod  the 
public  as  the  best  disinfectant  and  deodorizer  as  yet  introduced  —  far  preferable  in  sQ 
particulars  to  Chloride  of  Lime,  Carbolic  Acid  and  the  poisonous  Metallic  Salts. 

Very  respectihlly,  AUG.  NASSB,  M.  D. 


Pbbkskill,  N.  Y.,  Dec  13, 187L 
I  have  just  been  using  your  New  Disinfectant^  Bromo-  Chhrahtm,  as  a  Deodorizer  in  a 
case  of  large  caneeroue  ulcer  invading  a  large  portion  of  the  face  and  jaws,  where  the 
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odor  ^WM  to  offaiudTe  «nd  proToking  as  to  fill  the  whole  hoose  aad  prevent  the  friendfl  of 
ihm  patient  (an  old  Udj  of  above  70  yean  of  age)  from  vinting  her. 

The  odor  alio  aiokened  the  patient  herself  and  prevented  her  from  taking  nourishment 
In  shorty  she  was  a  nuisanoe  to  herself  and  all  around  her. 

Thinking  it  a  good  ease  for  joor  deodorisser,  I  directed  her  son  to  wet  napkins  in  a  dilu- 
tion of  it,  one  part  to  ten  of  water,  and  hang  in  the  room  in  the  vicinity  of  the  patient, 
changing  every  hoar  or  two.  On  doing  so  the  smell,  before  so  offensive  was  entirely  re- 
okOTed;  the  atmosphere  of  the  room  and  the  hoosa  became  as  sweet  and  pleasant  as  that 
out  doors.  It  is  now  more  than  a  week  since  it  was  commenced,  and  although  it  has 
not  been,  applied  to  the  cancerous  sore,  no  disagreeable  smell  has  been  perceived  in  the 
room  or  the  house,  and  the  relief  to  the  family,  and  to  the  patient  herself,  is  beyond 
deaoription. 

I  hope  other  practitioners  wiU  try  it  in  similar  cases,  and  think  there  can  be  no  doubt 

they  will  find  it  equally  effectual 

Yours  truly,  CHARLES  A.  LES,  M.  D. 


Dr.  Pierce  writes  as  follows  : 

Rutland,  Vt.,  Sept  19,  1871. 

Mt  Dear  Sir, — ^I  have  made  constant  use  of  your  disinfectant,  "  Bromo-Chloralum"  in  the 

of  the  patient  that  I  am  attending,  suffering  with  Cancer,  at  this  place.     It  works 

like  a  charm,  and  keeps  the  air  perfectly  pure. 

I  am  also  using  the  ^*  lodo-Bromide  of  Calcium  Comp.'^  as  a  lotion  and  the  Elixir  of 

the  same  internally,  in  the  same  case  with  the  happiest  results.    They  have  far  excelled 

my  expectations.    My  patient  is  greatly  improved,  and  able  to  walk  about  his  room.     1 

weuld  like  to  have  you  send  me  the  same  amount  of  "  Bromo-Chloralum  "   and  of  the 

Elixir,  for  the  patient,  that  you  left  me  on  your  visit  here,  as  I  am  very  nearly  out  of  both. 

Yours  respectfully,  H.  H.  PIERCE,  M.  D. 


The  Bromo-Chloralum  was  used  in  a  severe  case  of  Cancer  at  Rutland,  Vt.  We  give 
the  following  correspondence  explaining  its  mode  of  use  and  results  : 

On  a  late  visit  to  Rutland,  Vt,  in  company  with  Dr.  Pierce,  at  the  request  ot  tlie  attend- 
ing physician,  Dr.  Pond,  I  used  the  article  in  a  small  and  imperfectly  ventilated  room 
occupied  by  a  patient  who  has  suffered  with  a  Cancer  for  three  years  past,  his  chin  and 
lower  np  oemg  one  runmng  ulcer,  the  odor  of  which  was  so  fetid  and  disagreeable  that 
but  few  could  remain  in  his  room  for  any  length  of  time,  even  after  using  the  ordinary  dis- 
infectants. I  wet  a  cloth  of  about  four  feet  square  with  a  dilution  of  one  part  to  six  of 
water  which  was  suspended  near  his  bed;  all  foul  odors  were  almost  instantaneously 
removed,  rendering  the  air  odorless.  Upon  again  visiting  the  room,  after  an  absence  of 
fifteen  minutes,  no  trace  whatever  of  the  disagreeable  smell  could  be  perceived,  greatly  to 
the  surprise  of  every  one  present,  as  well  as  the  comfort  of  the  patient  and  his  family. 

J.  A.  McMAKEN,  Chemist. 


Iowa  Citt,  Iowa,  December  19,  1871. 

Qektlemen, —  Through  the  politeness  of  *your  agent,  Mr.  A.  M.  Pett,  1  have  been  fur- 
nished with  a  sample  of  your  new  disinfectant,  *'  Bromo-Chloralum." 

This  I  have  tried  in  a  case  of  Uterine  Cancer,  in  which  the  discharges  were  very 
offensive.  I  find  it  to  answer  the  purpose  admirably,  removing  all  offensive,  odors  in  a 
few  minutes  after  its  use. 

1  take  pleasure  in  recommending  its  use  to  my  professional  brethren  as  being  the  dis- 
iifeotant  that  has  met  the  indications  perfectly  in  this  case. 

Yours  respectfully,  J.  C.  SHRADER,  M.  D., 

Prol  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children, 

Medical  Department,  Iowa  State  University. 
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[IxtTMt  from  Ittttr  r«e«lTed  from  Q.  W.  GAansa,  M.  D.,  of  Trmnklin,  Simpson  Co^  Keatoeky.l 
"  I  kare  been  using  jour  Bromo-Chloralom  in  Cancer  of  the  mouth  and  chronic  tonsil- 

litis,  and  find  it  a  most  valuable  paUiative  in  one  and  curative  in  the  other." 


LIztraot  from  latter  received  from  8.  Ivoraham,  M.  D^  of  Wahrorth^  Wayne  Oo^t  If.  T.] 
"  I  received  your  samples  of  lodo-Bromide  Calcium  Compound  and  Bromo-GhltM'almn. 

In  a  case  of  Cancer,  the  first  named  is  acting  like  magic.    The  other  is  all  you  reoommetiil 

it  to  be." 


Bromo-Chloralum  in  Small  Pox. 

We  are  advised  that  patients  feel  much  comfort  from  the  use  of  a  dilution  of  one  part  to 
twelve  or  sixteen  of  water  as  a  wash;  it  seems  to  lessen  the  itching,  and  cools  them  nicely 
by  neutralizing  the  poison. 

Cloths  well  moistened  and  hung  in  the  room  and  around  the  patient^  absorb  all  the  odor 
present  in  such  cases,  and  prevent  contagion. 

Attendants  should  wash  themselves  with  a  dilution,  and  also  use  a  similar  dilution  as  % 
wash  for  the  mouth  and  throat 


AfoliiO,  ARMsmovG  Co.,  PncM.,  ybv,  25,  1871. 

GixTLiiciN,  —  I  have  faithfiilly  tried  the  Bromo-Ckloralum    and    lodo-Bromide    of 
Calcium  Compound,  which  you  were  kind  enough  to  send  me,  and  I  must  say  they  are 
iiilly  equal  to  your  recommendation.    Incidentally  I  may  mention  that  I  have  used  the 
Bromo-Chloralum  in  disinfecting  the  rooms  of  some  tmaU  ptm  patients,  where  it  answered 
a  most  admirable  purpose,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  materially  aided  in  preventing  the 
spread  of  the  disease.    But  two  oases  of  this  disease  have  oocurred  in  my  practice  this 
season.    The  first  of  these  was  an  importation  from  our  neighboring  city  of  Pittsburgh. 
The  only  one  that  contracted  the  disease  from  him  was  his  brother,  who  was  not  and 
wmtd  nd  he  vaednaUd,    The  rooms  of  both  these  patients  were  disinfected  with  the 
Bromo-Chloralum,  and  its  effiMsts  were  so  marked  as  to  excite  the  surprise  and  admiraLion 
of  the  relatives  of  these  patients,  who  witnessed  its  use.    The  loathsome  emanations  from 
the  patients  were  so  far  subdued  as  to  render  the  task  of  nursing  them  comparatively  easy. 

With  much  respect^  yours  truly,        WM.  B.  ANSLST,  M.  D. 


SflBf ANDOAH,  Pa.,  McHreh  2,  1872. 

Gnrra,  —I  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  I  have  used  in  severe  cases  of  Small  Pox,  and 
with  the  most  satisfactory  results,  your  invaluable  preparation  Bromo-Chloralum.  I  can 
and  do  recommend  it  to  the  prefesston  at  large,  of  aU  schools,  as  the  best  and  most  reliable 
disiiifectant  and  deodoriser  we  have,  and  ere  long  I  expect  to  see  it  used  universally, super- 
seding all  other  disinfectants. 

I  have  also  used  it  as  a  gargle  in  a  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria,  and  it  proved  to  act 
quickly,  and  was  more  pleasant  to  take  than  Permanganate  of  Potassa  which  I  had  be^n 
using  prior  to  thi& 

One  case  of  syphilitic  sore  throat  I  cured  with  its  use  when  all  other  things  failed. 
This  statement  you  aib  welcome  to  use  as  you  *wish. 

Yours  most  respectfiilly,         S.  N.  HARPELL,  M.  D. 


NOBTHAMPTON,  MaSS.,   Oct.  3,  1871. 

GimrLExxx  —  Th^re  are  two  cases  of  Small  Pox  in  Holyoke.  1  called  on  one  of  the 
Selectmen  —  he  stated  that  a  bottie  had  been  given  him — that  he  had  used  it  only  for 
one  day,  and  was  perfectiy  smprised  at  its  results.  In  one  case  of  a  man  sick,  and  very 
dck, — so  much  so  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  sleep  for  the  past  three  nights, — and  that 
'^r  using  it — by  hanging  a  cloth  in  the  room — ^sprinkling  it  about  his  room  and  bedding. 
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oa  called  at  the  Pest  House  at  8  o'clock  last  erening  and  fonnd  the  man  very  comfortable 
and  feeling  sleepy.  He  then  ordered  him  bathed  with  it — 1  to  16, — ^and  this  morning  found 
his  man  up  and  dressed,  stating  that  he  was  so  smart  he  thought  he  should  go  out  in  the 
yard  to-day. 

The  other  case  was  so  severe  that  the  man  was  hU/nd^  his  face  being  so  swollen,  and  he 
at  times  delirious.    He  ordered  cloths  saturated  with  it,  1  to  12,  placed  upon  his  face, 
this  morning  the  inflammation  had  subsided,  so  that  he  could  see ; — ^is  perfectly  de- 
lif^ted  with  it 

Winona,  Mink.,  Jan.  22,  1872. 

DiiJi  SiBa»  —  I  used  the  new  disinfectant^  Bromo-Chloralum,  in  our  City  Hospital,  where 
we  had  two  cases  of  small  pox,  and  was  much  surprised  at  its  effects  as  a  purifier  and  dis- 
^nfbctant ;  all  offensire  odors  and  emanations  seemed  to  be  under  subjection  in  a  few  mo- 
ments after  its  application. 

As  a  WASH  the  patients  found  it  agreeable  and  desired  a  fi'equent  application  of;    while 

it  is  without  odor  and  free  from  all  poisonous  qualities,  it  is  the  most  powerfui  disinfeetaia 

I  haye  ever  used.  ^ 

J.  M.  COLE,  City  Physician. 

Mnkxha,  III. 

Db.  W.  D.  SruvnTAiTT  says :    I  have  used  the  Bromo-Chloralum  in  a  case  of  Smat» 

Pox,  with  most  wonderfid  results.    The  patient's  face  was  one  mass  of  scab  or  pustules ; 

be  eould  not  opsn  his  «yef,  nor  could  he  hear.  I  treated  him  as  follows : 

B.    Bromo-Chloralum, 

Glycerine aa  one  scruple. 

Aqua  aa  Oj.  M. 

With  this  I  bathed  his  face,  apd  applied  it  to  his  ears  with  cotton.    In  a  very  short 

lime  he  ooold  see  and  hear  distinctly.    It  allayed  the  itching  and  removed  all  foul  odors.  I 

think  the  New  Disinfectant  one  of  the  best  remediea  that  this  or  any  age  has  any  record  oL 


Gbiinbust,  Ind.,  May  28,  1872. 
GiHTLiiixir,  —  I  have  been  using  your  Bromo-Chloralum  in  Small  Pox,  for  the  last  six 
months,  and  mmst  say  that  I  am  pleased  with  its  effect^  aa  I  find  it  not  only  a  disinfectant^ 
but  an  alleviator  of  pain  also.  And  I  do  think  it  much  preferable  to  Carbolic  Add,  for  it 
acts  more  promptly  and  its  eflbots  last  longer.  It  can  also  be  used  where  the  Acid  cannot. 
IVv  nkera  and  diseases  of  the  skin  I  have  found  nothing  to  equal  the  Bromo-Chlorahmu 

J.  T.  HITT,  M.  D. 

Miscellaneous  Testimonials. 

Po8T  Oftioi  Diparthint,  WAfliinroTOii,  D.  C,  OeL  17,  1871. 

Gbitlkmxii,  — An  experiment  with  your  new  Disinfectant^  Bromo-Chloralum,  was  mada 
yesterday,  and  more  than  confirmed  my  previous  impression  of  the  great  value  of  thia 
article  for  general  use  in  large  Public  Buildings. 

We  took  ihrt$  pints  of  the  Bromo-Chloralum,  adding  thru  gallons  of  water,  this  dilution. 
was  applied  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  this  Building  having  5  urinals  and  the  same  number  of 
water  closets.  The  odor  from  this  room  was  such  as  to  be  noticeable  outside  in  the  hall,, 
and  inside,  was  always  very  disagreeable  in  spite  of  all  proper  means  of  ventilation,  eta 

I  witnessed  the  first  application  of  the  disinfectant,  and  with  others  present,  expressed 
my  surprise  at  the  almost  magical  results  obtained  in  less  than  five  minutes,  and  within 
thirty  minutes,  on  going  out  and  coming  back,  could  not  detect  any  of  the  foul  odor,  and 
the  atmosphere  was  pronounced  as  sweet  and  pure  as  the  office  rooms. 

I  cheerfully  recommend  the  use  of  this  article  to  officers  of  Public  Buildings  generally.. 

AUG'S  JORDAN, 

Chief  Engineer,  Post  Office  Building 


[Copy.]  CiTT  0lbrk*8  Ojrxoi,  RooBMrnMf  K.  T^  Stpt,  30,  1871. 

In  Botfd  of  HMltii,  SepL  29,  1871. 
Bt  CoMicxasxoirKH  Aikhtctap  : 

iZefoIvid,  ThAt  haring  tested  and  tried  the  Bromo-Chioralum,  non-poieonous  dian- 
^tant^  and  this  Board  being  satisfied  of  its  utility  as  a  disinfeeting  agent^  do  hereby  re- 
commend the  hMlth  inspectors  to  use,  and  recommend  the  same  to  those  having  occasion 
to  purify  any  offensive,  poisonous  or  noxious  odors  and  gases  in  and  about  any  dwellings 
Warns,  stables,  draiins,  kitchens,  cellars,  water-doaets,  etc  The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy 
from  the  minutes.  WM.  F.  MORRISON,  City  Clerk. 

HbaJiTh  Omoi,  IiocuriLLi,  Kr.,  Juiu  6,  1872. 
"  Bromo-CUoralum  **  as  a  deodoriser  has  no  equal    WUl  let  you  know  at  some  future 
time  as  to  its  disinfecting  properties. 
Am  under  great  obligation  for  specimen  samples  sent  me. 

Truly,  etc.,  SAMUEL  MANLET,  Health  officer,  Louisrille,  Ky. 


Omoi  or  TBI  CoKMissioNXH  or  Pubuo  Schools. 

Baltimou,  Jun€  5,  1872. 
Messrs.  TILDEN  &  CO. : 

GBMTLBMXir, —  I  take  pleasure  in  certifying  to  the  great  value  of  Bromo-Chloralum 

as  a  Deodorizer  and  Disinfectant    I  have  used  it  in  the  Public  School  Rooms  of  our 

cit^,  and  in  sick  rooms  where  the  patient  was  suffering  from  Small  Pox,  with  very 

gratifying  results.    AU  offensive  odors  are  removed  by  its  use.    As  a  styptic  I  prefer  it  to 

persulphate  of  iron.    Its  decided  superiority  over  all  other  Disinfectants  consists  in  the 

certainty  of  its  action,  and  from  its  being  inodorous  and  non-poisonous. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

A.  W.  DODGE,  M.  D. 

De.  Lang's  Ductal  P^xace. 

Baltdcose,  Mo.,  Jun*  6,  1872. 
GnrTLDfXK,  —  I  have  been  using  in  my  practice  for  several  months  your  "New  Disin- 
fectant Bromo-Chloraium/'  I  have  tried  it  in  an  aggravated  case  of  Abscess  of  the  Max- 
illary Sinus,  in  which  the  discharge  was  most  offensive, — with  the  happiest  result 

I  use  it  for  all  diseases  of  the  gums  and  Alveolar  processes,  and  afVer  the  extraction  of 
teeth,  and  the  removal  of  Salavary  Calculus, — ^removing  in  a  few  minutes  the  offensive 
odors  that  always  annoy  so  much,  not  only  the  patient^  but  those  near  them. 

In  the  office  of  the  Physician,  Surgeon  and  Dentist  I  regard  it  a  great  national  blessing. 
Very  respectfully,  T.  F.  LANG,  No.  50  North  Calvert  St,  Baltimore. 


Use  of  Bromo-Chloralum  for  absorbing  the  IrOurious  odors 

of  Paints,  Ac. 

Union  Sion  Works,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Jan.  17,  1S72. 

Gentlemen,  — We  are  compelled  to  use  in  our  works,  some  disinfectant  and  deodonxer, 
and  after  trying  most  of  the  common  ones  in  use  toith  no  ntooesa,  we  were  induced  to  give 
your  Bromo-Chloralum  a  fair  and  impartial  trial  We  did  so  by  adding  to  one  part  of  the 
Bromo  fifteen  parts  of  water,  —  saturating  sponges  and  cloths  in  the  mixture  and  hanging 
them  up  in  different  parts  of  the  works. 

Upon  opening  the  works  next  morning,  our  employees,  as  well  as  ourselves,  were  very 
much  surprised  to  find  no  odor  arising  fi*om  the  turpentine,  benzine  and  paint,  as  was 
oommon. 

We  know  this  preparation  to  be  a  valuable  one,  and  will  recommend  its  use  to  our  pro* 

ftaslon.  Respectfully, 

JOHN  WINGATB,  President 
PUT  UP  IN  PINT  BOTTLES. 
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